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ABSTRACT

Attitude can be defined as “a predisposition or a tendency to respond
positively or negatively towards a certain idea, object, person or situation. The
socio-economic development and prosperity of the society depends to a
considerable extent, on the type of youth living in the society, because youth have
abilities to orient themselves to go along the main stream of the development
process.

The present study was designed and conducted in District Bandipora of
Jammu and Kashmir to study the attitude of youth of fishing communities towards
fishing as an occupation. The study was based upon primary data collected from
120 respondents selected by employing simple random sampling technique. The
SPSS software version 16 was used for the analysis. The findings of the study
revealed that majority of the respondents had moderately favourable attitude
towards fishing as an occupation. The attitude of youth was found to have
significant and positive relation with active fishing days and income through
fishing in summer. The variables namely educational qualification, marital status,
age, family type, household earners, investment on fishing inputs and factors
constraining youth involvement in fishing had significant but negative relation



with attitude of youth towards fishing occupation. The coefficient of
determination (R”) was 0.954 which indicates that 95.4 % variation in the attitude
by all the variables together. The major constraints expressed by the respondents
were the profession being disrespectful in the society, less catch availability, lack
of technical trainings, fishing is irregular source of income, unavailability of
suitable market, this occupation being time consuming, fishing requires more
efforts than with less output, inadequate storage facilities, low price offered by
buyers. Thus, the study concluded that in order to retain the interest of youth in
fishing occupation various training and awareness drives are to be organised
regarding the developmental programmes and technological interventions that can
be incorporated in this profession to make it attractive for the youth.
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Chapter 1

INTRODUCTION

Youth being the strongest segment of the population form the backbone of
the country. The youth of today are the hopes of tomorrow. The overall
development of a country depends on their regimented, active and skilled youth
power. Development of youth thus determines the development of community and
country as a whole. The size of the youth population determines the country’s
ability and potential for growth and development. Youth participation in any
economic activity is of paramount importance. These people make invaluable
contributions in their communities and empowered themselves when they
participate. If the energy and passion of the youth is utilized properly, it can help
to bring huge positive change to the society and thus progress to the nation. Youth
being active citizens and creative digital innovators in their community are eager
to positively contribute to the sustainable development. Therefore, to bring rapid
progress for a country, this section of the population need to be harnessed,
motivated, skilled and streamlined properly. About 87 per cent of youth in
developing countries face challenges due to limited and unequal access to
resources, healthcare, education, training, and employment and also economic,
social and political opportunities. In many developing countries, youth face
poverty, hunger, barriers to education, multiple and interesting forms of
discrimination, violence and limited opportunities for growth and employment
prospects. About 600 million youth are living in fragile and conflict-affected
countries. Youth are the primary productive human resource of socio-economic
development. It is therefore, essential to locate the role of youth in mainstream
development. The youth of India is diverse ethnically, religiously and in socio-
economic backgrounds. Such diversity necessitates customised initiatives to meet
needs and activate their untapped potential. This pool of youth population is a
decisive factor in determining our nation’s destiny. Youth are therefore, becoming

victims and offenders of violence in societies they live in. This is the reason why




youth are considered both a source of concern and a beacon of hope and positive

thinking.

Age is considered as the determining characteristics in the definition of
youth by various agencies. In 2003, National Youth Policy (NYP) defined the
term youth for persons falling in the age group of 13-35. However, they later
modified it for those within the age group of 15-29 years. Government of India
(Gol) officially defines youth as personals between the ages of 13-35 and it also
varies depending on the programme. In our country youth constitute a numerically
dominant potential, resourceful and also adventurous segment of the population.
More than 50.00 per cent of India’s current population is below the age of 25
years and over 65.00 per cent below the age of 35 years. Majority of them live in
rural areas. The population in the age group of 15-34 years increased from 351
million in 2001 to 430 million in 2011. Current predictions suggest a steady
increase in the youth population to 464 million by 2021. By 2020, India set to
become the world’s youngest country with 64.00 per cent of its population in the
working age group (Indian census, 2011). As per India’s Census of 2011, youth
(15-24 years) in India constitute one-fifth of India’s total population (Youth in
India, 2017).

Youth unemployment is one of the major problems affecting developing
countries. One of the reasons behind this problem is the lack of basic education.
UNICEF reported that youth unemployment is compounded by the fact that large
portion of the population in developing countries tends to be youth (Njeru et al.,
2015). A substantial difference has been increasing continuously from the level of
30.6% in the year 1971 to 34.8% in the year 2011 (Youth in India, 2017). It is
disturbing to note that youth are losing interest and confidence in agriculture and
allied activities; hence they are not willingly involved in agricultural and allied
activities. Most of the rural youth do not foresee a prosperous future for
themselves in the fishing sector mainly because of the lack of profitability and

also the lack of infrastructure and facilities in rural areas. The young generation




perceive fishing as an occupation for the old, illiterate and poor rural people. As a
result, the opportunities for fisheries-led growth among the youth are reduced
leaving fishing in the hands of ageing rural population and consequently leading
to low productivity (Njeru et al., 2015). The youth that ought to carry out with
fishing in rural areas are now moving to urban areas in search of white collar job.
Rather than contributing to the development of fishing sector, they are increasing
the population of the urban society and therefore putting more barriers to the
development of fishing sector (Felicia et al., 2016). This rural-urban migration has
thus resulted in scarce formal employment opportunities due to high population in
urban centres, consequently resulting in desperation among the youth. This has
led to youth indulging in crimes and violence and is therefore a multi-level
problem that requires a good coordination and in-depth thinking on how to attract

youth into the fishing or other agricultural allied activities (Njeru et al., 2015).

Fisheries is an important sector of many nations of the world from the
standpoint of income and employment generation. Fishing plays an important role
in supporting livelihood worldwide and also form an important source of diet for
over one billion people. Millions of people around the world depend on fisheries
and aquaculture sectors for income and livelihood. The recent obtained statistics
indicate that 59.6 million people were engaged in the primary sector of capture
fisheries and aquaculture in 2016, with 19.3 million people engaged in
aquaculture and 40.3 million engaged in fisheries. Fisheries sector plays an
important role in the Indian economy by contributing to national income,
employment and foreign exchange (SOFIA, 2018). As per estimates of Central
Statistics Office (CSO), the share of agriculture and allied sectors (including
agriculture, livestock, forestry and fishery) was 15.35% of the Gross Value Added
during 2015-16. Foreign exchange earnings to the tune of 140 billion US dollars
(2016) from the export of fish and fish products justifies the importance of the

sector on the country’s economy and livelihood security (Shireesha, 2016).

In India, about 65% of the people still depend on agriculture for their




livelihood and employment source, which includes fisheries as one of its
components. Fishing as an occupation is being practised in India since time
immemorial and has been regarded as a supplementary enterprise of the fishermen
community on the subsistence level with little external input. Fisheries sector,
however, has strategic role food security, international trade and employment
generation. With the changing consumption pattern, emerging market forces and
technological developments, it has assumed added importance in India and is
undergoing a rapid transformation (Mruthyunjaya, 2004). The robustness of the
sector can be visualized by the 11-fold increase that India achieved in fish
production and in just six decades, i.e., from 0.75 million tonnes (during 1950-51)
to 9.6 million tonnes (during 2012-13).This resulted in an unparalleled average
annual growth rate of over 4.5 per cent over the years which has placed the
country on the forefront of global fish production, only after China. Fisheries
sector occupies an important place in the socio-economic development of the
country as it contributes to 1.01% of total GDP and 5.15% of agricultural GDP
(NFDB, 2016).

Fisheries form an important component of the economy of J&K which
along with agriculture, contribute significantly 23% to its Gross State Domestic
Product (GSDP) (Qureshi and Krishnan, 2015). Besides being an important allied
activity to agriculture, it contributes significantly to the agricultural economy and
also generates self-employment. Fisheries in Jammu and Kashmir has the
potential to grow exponentially as the state is bestowed with a network of both
cold and warm water streams, perennial rivers, lakes, reservoirs, sars and about
250 high altitude lakes spread over an area of 40 thousand hectares. There is
immense scope to promote all types of fisheries in view of State’s varied agro
climatic conditions. The total fishermen population in the State is presently
estimated at 93000. The 27781 Km length of rivers/streams facilitates farming of
more than 40 million tonnes of fish. As against this, the State has only 0.07 lac

hectares under reservoir area. There is a big gap between the demand and supply




of fish. Fish is a valuable element of diet of the local people throughout the year.
There is also a demand for fish from the defence personnel and tourists. There are
1248 lakes including water bodies which give an indication of the potential for
fisheries in the State (Economic Survey J&K, 2016). Among all the lakes of
Kashmir, Wular lake has a distinct status and position. It is known as Asia’s
largest freshwater lakes. It provides fish, water chestnuts (Trapa natatus), lotus
(Nelumbo rucifera) rhizomes, fodder, water, etc. It sustains the livelihood of a
large section of population. According to a study by Wetland International, 32,000
families including 2,300 fisher households living on Wular’s shores depend on it
for livelihood. But with the water bodies shrinking in size due to encroachment
and in depth due to siltation, their livelihoods are at stake. The fishing and other
rural communities that have traditionally depended on lakes are now struggling to
earn living from them. The youth complaint about the dwindling fishes in the
lakes and are not able to catch as much as their parents did and therefore

diversifying their source of income and livelihood (Parvaiz, 2017).
Scope of the study

Fisheries besides being an important allied activity to agriculture,
contributes significantly to the agricultural economy and also generates self-
employment. However, fishing occupation is generally considered as the low
prestige profession and is mainly practiced by the retracted communities of the
society. The main factor that influences this profession is the socio-economic
conditions of the fishermen community. The youth of these communities do not
foresee a prosperous future for themselves in the fishing sector and instead of
being self-employed in this occupation, they engage themselves in the less paid
jobs. The youth have immense potential which, if properly utilized, can be of
great use for fisheries development. To engage youth of these communities in
fishing, it is essential to inculcate favourable attitude in them for this profession.
In this context, the present study is an attempt to analyse the socio economic

profile of youth and know the attitude of youth towards fishing occupation.




Further, the study would also throw light on the constraints that play adverse role
in forming favourable attitude among the youth towards fishing as an occupation.
Such information in turn would help in addressing the constraints faced by youth
in this occupation in order to retain their interest in fishing occupation and would
also help to develop strategies for fisheries development in such a way that the
potential of youth of these communities can be utilised in a more productive way.
Therefore, the present study entitled, ‘A study on attitude of youth of fishing
communities towards fishing as an occupation’ was accomplished with the

following objectives:

1.  To analyse the socio-economic characteristics of the youth of

fishing communities.
2. To study the attitude of youth towards fishing as an occupation.

3. To identify the factors constraining youth involvement in fishing

occupation.



Chapter 2

REVIEW OF LITERATURE

A thorough review of literature on the topic under study would provide a
deep insight into the subject which is inevitable for rigorously performing the
research study. Review of literature helps to acquire broad and general
background in the given field. An acquaintance with earlier pertinent studies has
been felt necessary to develop good understanding to the research study and to
formulate appropriate research methodology. The systematic presentation of the
relevant aspects drawn from various literatures not only provide strong base for
the empirical investigation but also facilitate to arrive at a proper understanding of
the different components of the problem under study. This chapter presents the
findings of the past research work related to present study by viewing the research
journals, articles, thesis and records in order to put up to date information, under

the following sub-heads:
2.1  Socio-economic characteristics of youth of fishing communities.
2.2 Attitude of youth towards fishing occupation.
2.3 Factors constraining youth involvement in fishing occupation.
2.4 Relation between independent and dependent variables.

2.1 Socio-economic characteristics of youth of fishing communities:

Uddin et al. (2008), studied the socio-economic characteristics of coastal
rural youth and found that maximum (48.35%) of the respondents belonged to
older youth group (29-35). Among the respondents, 53.84% of the coastal rural
youth had completed their secondary schooling. 58.24% of the coastal youth had
medium size family and majority (43.995%) were small farmers and maximum

(51.64%) of the youth had medium annual income (51000-120000).

D’Silva et al. (2010), studied socio-demography factors that influence

youth attitude towards contract farming and revealed large majority of the



respondents (70.8%) are female. Result gained is parallel with the current
situation in Malaysia’s higher learning institutions where females constitute the
larger number of future graduates compared to male students. A total of 90.0%
respondents were Malay while slightly more than two fifth of the respondents
(40.2%) age between 20-21 years. A large majority of the respondents are taking
degree course (75.0%) and their family has no agriculture background (75.5%).
Based on the data gained, it was found that almost one third of the respondents
(31.8%) spent RM300-RM400 a month. A total of 50.0% of the respondents take
agriculture course compared to only 25.0% for economy and other courses. More
than half of the respondents (59.5%) live in urban area and have received no

information regarding contract farming.

Bordoloi et al. (2012), studied the socio-economic status of the fisher
folk and found that that total number of population of the village was 210 with
61.90% (literate) and 38.1% (Illiterate). Among the literate population, 51.53%
had qualification up to primary, 33.84% up to middle school, 11.53% up to
matriculation and only 3.07% of the fisherman were found to have higher
qualification. The peoples were involved in different services such as agriculture
(23.81%), fishing (28.1%), business (19.52%), service (15.24%) and labour
(13.33%). About 90% people lived in the kaccha house and remaining (10%) in
pukka house. The per month income was found to be lowest (Rs,500-1000) in the
age of 20-30 and highest (1500-4000) in the age of 50-60 group. The overall fish
production of the beel was 1757 kg/yr.

Kgosiemang and Oladele (2012), revealed that 33 per cent of farmers
range from 50 to 60 years, 41 per cent of farmers obtained primary education, 46
per cent of the farmers have a family size of between 6 to 10 people and 60 per

cent of farmers had monthly income of less than Rs.5000.

Jaswal (2014), in his study found that majority (68.2%) of the fishermen
respondents were in age group 25-50 years, 90.8% of the respondents were male

while as only 9.2% were females. The marital status showed that maximum




(93.4%) of the respondents were married, 76% had nuclear families, majority
(64.2%) had 3-4 members in family. The study also revealed that highest number
(51%) of fishermen belonged to schedule caste. The educational qualification
showed that 54% of the fishermen were educated below matric level. The study
also showed that 100 per cent of the fishermen lived in rural area and 54.8% lived
in pucca houses. The annual income of maximum (51.4%) of fishermen was
Rs.25000-50000 and also found that majority of fishermen observe more than 201
days in a year. The study also revealed that some fishermen sold their fish co-

operative societies and others through contractors.

Das et al. (2015), assessed the livelihood of the fishermen community in
the and the study revealed that the fishermen of the study area belong to poor and
underprivileged class. They found that the fishermen of the area could not
improve their socio economic condition by fishing profession as the income from

fishing sector was continuously reducing. So, they are shifted to other sources.

Kalita and Deka (2015), studied socio-economic conditions and
livelihood status of Fishers around the landing sites of Motapung-Maguri Beel of
Tinsuka District of Assam and the study revealed the very miserable conditions of
fishers. The study also found that the majority of the fishers in the area were
illiterate and the poor conditions of most of the fishers was assumed to be due to
high family size, scarcity of alternate employment opportunities, low education,
no nearby market for selling fishes, non-availability of own fishing nets and also
found that that about 22.5% of the farmers depend on fishing alone for their
livelihood where as 47.83% of the respondents working as labour in sand and
stone mining business from Beki river. Working as a labour (sand and stone
mining business) were found to be the most common alternative option for

fishermen of Beki riverine area.

Preethi (2015), in her study indicated that 39.0 of farm youth had high
perception about agriculture in irrigated area while it was 13.0 per cent in rainfed

area. a great majority (75.0%) were found in above 25 years’ age group and one




fourth (25.00%) were found in the age of below 25 years, majority 78.5 per cent
of farm youth had nuclear type family and the remaining 21.5 per cent of the farm
youth had joint family, 47.5 per cent of farm youth had middle school to high
school Education whereas, 29.5 per cent had up to primary education and 23.0 per
cent had PUC and Graduation education level. Majority of the farm youth (37.0%)
had higher aspiration in irrigated area while most of the farm youth (55.0%) in
rainfed area had medium level of aspiration. Regarding participation, majority of
farm youth in irrigated area (43.0%) had high level of participation compared to

20.0 per cent in rainfed area.

Ram et al. (2015), assessed the socio-economics of fishermen community
and found that medium size families were dominated (48.89%) followed by large
(26.67%) while very large families were only 6.66%. Most of the members of
fishermen families (44.44%) were under the age group of 15-34. 89.7% children
were attending government schools while, 10.3% were in private schools. The
literacy rate was found to be higher (30.68%) and most attended middle school
level and 0.5% were graduates. Major religions include Hinduism (54.9%),
Christianism (37.3%) and Islam (7.8%). The maximum number of settlers were
from Andhra Pradesh (48.3%) followed by Tamil Nadu (38.3%), while the settlers
from Kerala (8.4%) and Jharkhand (5%) were the least. Most of the families were
found to be residing in semi-pucca (asbestos) houses (73.1%) and fewer families
(7.7%) were living in kutcha (thatched) houses. About 36.17% of the members
earn between Rs, 3001-4000/-per month and 12.77% between Rs.4001-5000/-per

month.

Jayapuria (2015), revealed in the study that majority (52.59%) of the
youth were from middle age group (24-29), 42.50% of them belonged to Other
Backward Class (OBC). The study also revealed that maximum (53.33%) of the
respondents had joint family, 44.17% had medium size of the family, and most of
them (20.83%) were educated up to high school. The marital status showed that

maximum (58.33%) were unmarried and 44.17% of the youth had medium level




of farming experience, 28.33% of them had small size if land holding and the

annual income of majority (48.84%) was high.

Kalita et al. (2015), studied the socio-economic status of fishermen and
found that the illiteracy was one of the major problem of the studied area as about
72.10% respondents were found to be illiterate. Here, fishing business was totally
male dominated (97.10%) and maximum (90.22%) fishermen had married. About
49.28% of total respondents were found to belong under the age group between
31-40 years. About 52.17% respondents working as farmer for other earning apart

from fishing.

Adelodun et al. (2016), analyzed the socio-economic characteristics of
youth and revealed that most (71.67%) of the respondent were male. The study
also revealed that majority (66.7%) of the youth were single. Majority (61.7%) of
them had tertiary education and it was also found that most (63.3%) of them had

other sources (other than farming) as their main source of income.

Adesina and Favour (2016), studied the determinants of participation in
youth in agriculture programme and while assessing the socio-economic profile of
youth found that age of the respondents ranged between 20 and 39 years, with a
mean of 32.0 years, 35.2% of the respondents were between 30 and 34 years,
32.6% were between 35 and 39 years. They also found that the larger percentage
of respondents (60.2%) were married. The household size of respondents ranges
between 1 and 10 persons. Having a mean of 4 persons, household size between 1
and 3 persons constituted a larger percentage (47.7%). The mean farm size of
respondents was 5.75 hectares; about 65.5% of participants had farm size between

1 and 5 hectares.

Hussain et al. (2016), studied the socio-economic status of fishermen and
found that half of the respondents belong to the age group 41-50 years and found

illiteracy as one of the major problems of the area.




Karuppusamy and Subramanian (2016), studied the socio-economic
conditions and financial status of Fishermen and found that that majority of
fishermen were found to be practicing Hinduism. No fisherman was found
belonging to OC or other community. Average age of farmers in the present study
was found to be 26 years to 40 years, followed by 41 years to 60 years of age
group. Majority of the respondents had up to Rs.3,00,000 as their total asset value
and very few fisher men had more than Rs.10,00,000.

Parashar et al. (2016), assessed the socio-economic status of fishermen
communities and found that income pattern of fishermen is not enough for their
annual expenditure which affects their lifestyle and forcing them to change their
traditional source of income and depending on other sources of income for their

livelihood activities.

Mohite and Samant (2017), conducted Socio Impact Assessment (SIA)
study on traditional fishermen communities and found that the fish catch and fish
diversity had decreased considerably from last few decades. The study also
revealed the socio economic status of the traditional fishermen communities being
entirely dependent on health of river, their occupation has declined and thus many

had to shift to other petty jobs for subsistence.

Prabhavati and Krishna (2017), studied the socio-economic conditions of
fishermen communities and the results indicated that the living conditions are very
miserable. In most of the families, there are more than four members and among
them majority are illiterate. Their dietary requirement is not at all up to the mark,
as they do not consume required nutritious food, in turn their physical capacity
does not allow them for frequent and regular fish catch. In addition, 86% of
people usually get addicted to drinking and smoking habits (liquor and tobacco).
They do not have proper drinking water facility.

Chachere et al. (2018), in their study revealed that the majority of rural

youths i.e. 52.50 per cent of respondents were having senior college level of




education, 76.25 per cent of respondents had low level of family income up to
1,00,000. However, the observation also showed that most of the respondents i.e.
45.00 per cent possessed small size of land holding (1.01 to 2.0 ha) and 63.75 per

cent of respondents had medium social participation.

Sakiluzzamam (2018), revealed in their study that among the respondent
youths more than half (58.8%) of them were middle aged youth followed by a
quarter (26.2%) elder youth. It was also found that less than half (42%) of the
respondents had secondary education followed by 35.0 per cent having primary
education. that 7 per cent of the respondents had either higher secondary level of
education or graduation, the same portion (7%) of the respondent was illiterate
and another 9 per cent could sign only. More than half (57.5%) of the rural youth
belongs to medium size family farm category followed by a little large than a
quarter (26%) were from small land holder farm families. Findings also revealed

that the mean annual family income of the rural youth was 85.29 thousand BDT.

Tripathi et al. (2018), studied the socio-economic profile of youth and
found that most of the respondents were in age group of 21-29 years. Majority
(65%) of them had qualification up to Inter level and agriculture farming as their
main family occupation (75.56%). Regarding marital status, the results showed
that 62.22 per cent respondents were single and Family land holding size was
almost evenly distributed among the various categories. Majority belonged to
small and marginal farmers’ category and about 23% were landless. About 70 per
cent of the respondents were having more than 3 animals. The study indicated that
41.48% were students having involvement in one or the other way in agriculture
comprising crop farming, animal husbandry and other associated activities while
18.5% were unemployed and living with their parents in search of job or

admissions for higher education.
2.2 Attitude of youth towards fishing occupation

Hiremath (2000), reported that 61.67 per cent of the youth had




unfavourable attitude, followed by 36.67 per cent with favourable attitude and
only 1.66 per cent had neutral attitude towards agriculture.

Manohari (2001), in her study reported that more than half of the
primitive tribal groups (58.75%) possessed favourable attitude towards
agricultural technology followed by highly favourable attitude (26.25%), only
10.00 per cent of them belong to neutral attitude category and meagre per cent of

them (5.00%) had less favourable attitude.

Sangamesh (2006), found that majority (63.33%) had favourable attitude
in rainfed tract and 15.00 per cent of them had more favourable attitude towards
agriculture. Similarly, in irrigated tract, majority (66.66%) of the respondents had
favourable attitude and 20.00 per cent of them had favourable attitude towards

agriculture.

Bhanu (2007), found in their study that a majority of the rural youth
(72.50%) had favourable attitude regarding agriculture and rural development

activities.

Uddin et al. (2008), revealed that majority (71.43%) of the coastal rural
youth showed moderately favourable attitude, followed by (17.58%) of them
having favourable attitude whereas only 10.99% of them were having

unfavourable attitude towards some selected agricultural technologies.

Adefalu et al. (2009), examined the constraints to rural youth
involvement in agricultural production and found that the major constraints
hindering youth participation in agriculture were identified as inadequate credit
facility, lack of agricultural insurance, poor returns to agricultural investment, lack

of basic farming knowledge and lack of access to tractors and other farm inputs.

Abdullahi et al. (2010), studied the characteristics and attributes of rural
youth towards family farming and found that majority of respondents had
moderately favourable attitude towards family farming and few respondents had

favourable attitude towards family farming.




Aphunu and Akpobasa (2010), stated that 69.9 per cent of the
respondents had less favourable attitude, followed by 30.4 per cent had favourable

attitude regarding agricultural participation in the study area.

Aphunu and Atoma (2010), showed that majority (2010) of the
respondents perceived agricultural activities negatively, while only 30.70 per cent

expressed positive attitude towards agriculture in the study area.

D’Silva et al. (2010), studied Socio-Demographic factors that influence
youth attitude towards contract farming and revealed that majority (69.4%) of the
youth had highly favourable attitude, followed by 29.8% having moderate attitude

and only 0.8% having less favourable attitude towards contract farming.

Abu et al. (2011), studied socio-demographic factors affecting attitude
towards information and communication technology usage and the study
confirmed that the factors of period of using a computer in a week, period of using
internet in a week and income per month have a positive and significant

relationship with attitude towards ICT usage.

Manish et al. (2011), reported that majority (75.50%) of the agricultural
graduates had most favourable attitude towards agri-clinic and agribusiness
centers and 14.54% of them had most unfavourable attitude whereas only 10.00%

were undecided.

Thilagam (2012), inferred that majority of the entrepreneurs (51.33%)
had moderate level of favourable attitude towards agribusiness, followed by
28.67% with highly favourable attitude and 20.00% with low level of favourable

attitude towards agribusiness.

Angaitkar et al. (2013), observed that majority (61.65%) of the rural
youth had favourable attitude, followed by 22.50% having unfavourable attitude
and 15.83% of them had highly favourable attitude towards agriculture as a

profession.




Anamika and Ravichandran (2014), studied the attitude of rural youth
towards nearly three fourth (72.45%) of the rural youth possessed less favourable
to moderately favourable attitude towards agriculture. Only one fourth (27.50%)
of the respondents were found to hold a highly favourable attitude.

Kitturmath et al. (2014), observed that majority (70.83%) of the
respondents had favourable attitude towards, followed by 15.00% with less
favourable attitude and the remaining 14.17% of them had more favourable

attitude towards rural development activities.

Kimaro et al. (2015), observed that (74.5%) rural youth who participated

in agricultural activities had favourable attitude towards agriculture.

Olaoye et al. (2015), assessed the attitude of youth towards fish and
found that half of the respondents agreed that fish production activity was hard
and stressful as it requires large capital and half of the respondents had favourable

disposition to fish production.

Adesina and Favour (2016), studied the determinants of participation in
Youth-in Agriculture Programme and revealed that 68.0% of respondents had
favourable attitude towards the programme while 32.0% had unfavourable attitude

to the programme.

Gangwar and Kameswari (2016), studied the attitude of rural youth
towards agriculture as a means of livelihood and found that majority of the
respondents had neutral attitude towards agriculture, followed by some
respondents having positive attitude and only few respondents had negative

attitude.

Singh and Kahlon (2016), found that the youth did not want to adopt
traditional occupation such as agriculture and allied activities, the pushing factors
being the divisions of land holdings, and decreasing earning from the sector. The
study also revealed that in order to fulfill their aspirations the rural youth chose

the way to settle abroad which is a major trend among Punjabi rural youth.




Shireesha et al. (2016), conducted a critical analysis of youth attitude
towards fishing and the results showed that one third (33.75%) of the total youth
had neutral attitude towards farming followed by moderately favourable (23.75%)
and moderately unfavourable (18.75%) attitude towards farming, whereas only
10.83 and 12.92 per cent of them had highly unfavourable and highly favourable

attitude towards farming respectively.

Pakhmode et al. (2017), studied attitude of rural youth towards farming
as a major occupation and revealed that rural youths had less favourable attitude
towards farming as a major occupation. The rural youths faced constraints such as

lack of motivation from friends and family followed by high cost of inputs.

Tripathi et al. (2018), measured the attitude of rural youth towards
farming and revealed that 75.19% of rural youth had moderately favourable
attitude towards farming, followed by 18.89 having highly favourable attitude and

5.93% with less favourable attitude towards farming.
2.3 Factors constraining youth involvement in fishing occupation

Hiremath (2000), reported that majority of the rural youth (84.1%)
expressed finance as their problem, followed by 61.67% who expressed under-
employment as their problem. Among agricultural problems, 44.17% and 40.83%
of the youth expressed high cost of agricultural inputs and low prices of

agricultural produce as their problem respectively.

Bhanu (2007), revealed that 100 per cent of the respondents expressed
the constraints for participation in rural developmental activities like ‘rural
developmental activities are risky and time consuming’ and ‘no recognition or
awards for participation’, followed by ‘most of the rural developmental activities
are beneficial to few people and not for all’ and ‘groups/conflicts among people in
the village’ were the important constraints faced by respondents for participating

in rural developmental activities.




Adefalu et al. (2009), studied the constraints to youths’ involvement in
agricultural production in Kwara State in Nigeria and found the major constraints
that hinder youth participation in agriculture were, inadequate credit facility, lack
of agricultural insurance, poor returns to agricultural investment, lack of basic
farming knowledge and lack of farm inputs. The study also revealed the high

preference of youth for non-agricultural based professions.

Aphunu and Akpobbasa (2010), found that, lack of incentives from
government (mean=2.30), insufficient land (mean=2.12), lack of infrastructure in
the rural areas (2.10) and inadequate training and extension services (mean=2.02)
were perceived as serious constraints hindering youth’s involvement in

agricultural production activities.

Akpan (2010), expressed the constraints to rural youth’s involvement in
agriculture by using mean scores and ranked them accordingly. Inadequate credit
facility was the major constraint (mean=2.288), followed by poor returns to
investment (mean=2.66), no agricultural insurance (mean=2.66), poor basic
farming knowledge (mean=2.56), insufficient access to tractors and other farm
inputs (mean=2.48), no ready market (mean=2.35), it is energy sapping
(mean=2.33), people perception (mean=2.28), insufficient initial capital
(mean=2.15), farmers are not respected (mean=2.10), non-lucrativeness of
agriculture (mean=2.03),continuous poor harvest (mean=1.94), poor storage

facilities (mean=1.93), soil degradation (mean 0.65).

Satapathy and Mishra (2011), indicated that, market demand
(mean=2.62) as one of the major environmental factors affecting agribusiness,
followed by labour (mean=2.35), credit facilities (mean=2.27), preference of
consumer (mean=2.25), technical support (mean=2.10), training (mean=2.07),
storage facilities (mean=1.96), market strategy (mean=1.87), availability of
substitute (mean=1.81) and insurance (mean=1.77) as other constraints affecting

agribusiness.




Donye et al. (2012), witnessed that more than one-fifth (22.22%) of the
respondents had limited access to credit facilities. About 21.11% of them had
market accessibility problem, followed by storage facility (14.44%), problems of
pests and diseases (11.11%), poor transportation system (8.11%), inadequate
extension services (6.89%), high cost of local input (5.56%), lack of modern
implements (4.44%) and finally government policies (3.33%) were faced by youth

in yum production.

Chikezie et al. (2012), revealed in their study that the major constraints
reported by the respondents were low capital outlay, farmers not given respect,
and inadequate land. These rank first (66.6 per cent respectively). Other problems
were poor infrastructure (53.33%), energy sapping (33.3%), non-lucrative nature

of agriculture in the study area (37.5), and no agricultural insurance (50%).

Arowolo et al. (2013), stated that 45.30 per cent of the youth could not
give any reasons for their non-involvement in cattle rearing. However, the reasons
given by remaining 54.70 per cent included (i) inadequacy or non-availability of
forage or grasses for the cattle (19.30%), (ii) initial capital affordability is
adequate (15.30%), (iii) veterinary needs and care (8.00%), (iv) land acquisition
problem (7.50%), (v) problems of pests and diseases and (vi) sales (2.00%).

Angaitkar et al. (2013), revealed that majority of youths (86.66%) had
problem of lower price of farm produce, 82.5 per cent youths had problem of lack
of irrigation water for cultivation, 75.83 per cent youths had problem of lack of
hybrid seeds for sowing, 70.00 per cent had problem of lack of training about
improved farm technology, 61.66 per cent youths faced problem like
transportation also 60.83 per cent faced problem of lack of labours for farm
operation and 55.83 per cent youths had problem of lack of availability of pure

seeds and fertilizers.

Lyocks et al. (2013), identified factors that have hitherto hindered youth

participation in agriculture. Most prominent among these were inadequate




incentives (39.70%). Inadequate training and extension services (28.90%) ranked
2" on the list, followed by inadequate, poor and inefficient infrastructure
(21.50%) and insufficient land (4.10%) while as 5.80% of them quoted other

minor problems.

Viswanatha et al. (2014), revealed that, scarcity of labour (74.16%),
inadequate and untimely supply of fertilizers and plant protection chemicals
(69.16%), lack of required finance (67.50%), inadequate and untimely supply of
seeds (56.66%) were majority of problems. Half (50.00%) of the rural youth
expressed the problem of getting low price for crop produce, less than half of
them had the problem of marketing facilities (48.33%), farther distance of market
(42.50%), lack of transport facilities (42.50%), lack of irrigation facilities
(40.83%), lack of storage facilities (38.33%) and high cost of production
(32.50%).

Jawale and Ghulghule (2015), witnessed that, all the kesar mango
growers (100%) expressed the major constraints in production as effect of heavy
rains, winds and storms during flowering and fruit setting time. Majority (85%) of
kesar mango growers expressed problem of labour with high wage rate. Irregular
electricity supply was important constraint expressed by 83.33% of kesar mango
growers. The other constraints in mango production expressed by the farmers
were non-availability of quality grafts (80%), high cost of inputs (76.67%), high
incidence of pest and diseases (70%) and lack of storage facilities near production
area (66.67%). Some of the farmers have also faced lack of technical guidance
(58.33%), unavailability of margin money at the time of establishment (51.67%)

and inadequate irrigation facilities (43.33%).

Olaoye et al. (2015), revealed that majority (78.3%) of the respondents
strongly agreed that inadequate capital affects fish production. This situation was
further aggravated by the unwillingness of financial institutions to grant loans to
the farmers. Other constraints being faced includes land problem (63.3%),

unavailable/poor quality fish feed (70.0%) and poor quality fish seed (61.7%).




These were strongly agreed upon by respondents as personal constraints being

faced in fish production.

Patel and Chauhan (2015), reported that, the constraints were two fold
viz., related to crop production technology and soil and water conservation
technology. The constraints related to crop production technologies were
concerned, it is clearly observed that, lack of knowledge about recommended crop
production technology (85.00%) was the main constraint expressed by the
beneficiary farmers, followed by low market price of agricultural products
(83.33%), lack of technical guidance (76.66%), lack of finance to purchase inputs
(74.16%), high cost of farm inputs (73.33%), lack of communication facilities
(70.83%), lack of timely and appropriate extension services (58.33%), risk in
adoption of new technology (57.50%), high rate of labour and unavailability of
sufficient labour in time (50.00%), high rate of electricity (46.66%), irregular
supply of electricity (45.83%) and lack of transport facility (29.16%) were the
important constraints expressed by the beneficiary farmers. Among soil and water
conservation technology, the constraints viz., less subsidy (72.50%) was the main
constraint expressed by the beneficiary farmers, followed by lack of knowledge
about soil and water conservation technology (68.33%), construction of field bund
is costly (66.66%), lack of technical guidance (58.33%), lack of finance (53.33%),
timely sowing is not possible (51.66%), land leveling is costly (45.83%) and lack
of timely and appropriate extension services (29.16%) were the important

constraints expressed by the tribal farmers.

Preethi (2015), found that scarcity of labour, electricity problem, lack of
credit facilities and lack of timely supply of seeds and fertilizers were the common

major problems faced by farm youth of both irrigated and rainfed areas.

Adelodun et al. (2016), in their study found some factors which were
responsible for less involvement of youth in fish production. The study revealed
that inadequate capital for land acquisition, high cost of quality fish feed and lack

of credit facilities as major constraints hindering the participation of youth in fish




production. The factors such as parental restriction, peer group and spouse

restriction were not much of a hindrance to their participation.

Adesina and Favour (2016), studied the constraints to participation in
Youth-In-agriculture Programme and found that inadequate training facilities
were the most severe constraint, followed by, inadequate credit facilities, while as

inadequate extension service was third in order of severity.

Radhakrishna and Arunachalan (2017), studied the constraints perceived
by the rural youth towards participation in rural development activities in Tamil
Nadu and found that most of the respondents expressed more conflicts among the
people in the village, lacks of higher educational facilities, lack of business
opportunities and related experience as their key constraints towards participation

in rural development activities.
2.4 Association between independent and dependent variables

Bhanu (2007), in his study found the significant relationship between
dependent variables like educational aspiration, occupational aspiration and
enterprise aspiration of rural youth with independent variables like education,
mass media utilization, annual income, economic motivation at one per cent of
probability. Positive and significant relationship was also observed between
dependent variable like general aspiration of rural youth and independent
variables like extension contact and achievement at 5 per cent level of probability.
Negative and significant relationship was observed between educational aspiration
of rural youth and age at one per cent level of probability. There was positive and
significant relationship between enterprise aspiration and extension agency

contact at 5 per cent level of probability.

Mourya et al. (2007), found that age, caste, type of family, size of family,
marital status, farming experience, social participation, annual income, source of
information, contact with extension agent, risk orientation and economic

motivation has significant associated with constraints analysis regarding




participation of rural youth in agricultural activities while size of land holding

found to be not significant.

Uddin et al. (2008), revealed that, education, innovativeness and
agricultural knowledge of the coastal rural youth had positive and significant
relationship with their attitude towards selected modern agricultural technologies.
On the other hand, age, family size, family farm size, family annual income,
aspiration, extension media contact and time spend in agricultural activities had

no significant relationship with their attitude.

Angba et al. (2009), studied effect of socio-economic characteristics of
rural youth on their attitude towards participation in community development
projects in Rivers state, Nigeria and revealed that some relationships exit
significantly between socio-demographic characteristics such as gender, age,
occupation, educational level and the attitude of youth towards community

development projects.

Aphunu and Atoma (2010), showed that, attitude of youth towards
agriculture correlated positively and significantly with involvement in agricultural
production activities. The significant relationship can be attributed to number of
factors such as institutional deficiencies (dearth of infrastructures in rural areas,
lack of government support to encourage agriculture, etc.,) rural-urban migration
tendencies, emerging new livelihood interest of youth, generally perceived low

and different reward or feedback of agriculture as a source of livelihood.

Mosaee and Ommani (2011), revealed that there was a positively
significant relation between independent variables (income, social participation,

arable land system) and rural youth’s attitude towards agricultural occupation.

Mohan and Reddy (2012), reported that type of family and achievement
motivation were found to be positively significant with the attitude of agricultural

graduates towards pursuing self-employment in agriculture.




Rashid and Gao (2012), examined the determinants of rural youth’s
attitude and involvement in Bangladesh Politics and found that family size,
agricultural knowledge, organizational participation and communication exposure
were significantly correlated with political attitude of rural youth whereas, age,
organizational participation, communication exposure, perceived prevalence of
leadership traits and political attitude had positive significant correlation with

involvement in politics.

Angaitkar et al. (2013), stated that there was significant association
between socio-economic and psychological characteristics (age, education,
farming experience, annual income, involvement in decision making,
cosmopoliteness, economic motivation, scientific motivation and risk preference)

of rural youth with their attitude level while choosing agriculture as a profession.

Anamika and Ravichandran (2014), in their study revealed that the
variables, involvement in farming, income expectancy, comfort expectancy,
stimulation expectancy occupational status and affiliation expectancy showed
positive and significant relationships whereas age, education, non-farm skill,
proximity to towns/cities, prior migration experience, economic motivation, risk
orientation self-reliance and self-confidence. However, variables such as farm
size, farm skill and achievement motivation depicted their no-significant

relationship with the dependent variables.

Ummunakwe et al. (2014), reported that there was a significant and
positive effect of marital status, innovativeness, extension contact and mass media
exposure on rural youth involvement in agricultural income generating activities.
There was a significant and negative influence of respondents’ education on rural

youth involvement in agricultural income generating activities.

Viswanatha et al. (2014) witnessed that, education, land holding, annual
income, mass media utilization, extension participation and innovativeness of

rural youth was having positive and significant relationship at one per cent level.




Family type and risk orientation had no significant relationship with their

aspirations in agriculture.

Bello et al. (2015), studied attitudes of rural youth towards agriculture as
an occupation and revealed that cost and production positively affected the youth
attitudes and their decision towards agriculture. The study also revealed that age
and marital status did not significantly affected the attitude of respondents towards
the cause of leaving agricultural work while educational level significantly

affected the attitudes of youth towards agriculture.

Preethi (2015), revealed from the study that education, landholdings, risk
orientation, innovative proneness, social participation, mass media use, extension
contact, cosmopoliteness, training received and farm scientist contact were
significantly influencing and contributing to perception, aspiration and

participation of farm youth in agriculture.

Ummunakwe and Adedamola (2015), found that marital status and
family type were positively related to participation in livelihood activities among
rural youth. Their educational level had non-significant relationship with their

involvement in livelihood activities.

Shireesha et al. (2016), studied the correlation of profile and attitude of
youth towards farming and found that education, exposure to training, annual
income, mass media exposure, decision-making ability, innovativeness, scientific
orientation, management, achievement motivation, economic orientation and risk
orientation of youth in farming were positively significant with their attitude
while as, the variables like marital status, family type, farm size, material
possession and extension contact were non-significantly related to attitude. On the
other hand, the variables such as age and farming experience were negatively

correlated with their attitude towards farming.

Chachere et al. (2018), in their study found that achievement motivation,

economic motivation, risk orientation, extension contact, urban orientation found




the positive and significant level of probability 0.01 with attitude level. The
variable viz. family income, family land holding, field of interest found positive
and significant at 0.05 level of probability with attitude index. The variables
education and social participation have shown non-significant relationship with

attitude level.

Sakiluzzamam et al. (2018), in their study that out of eleven socio-
economic characteristics of the respondents, eight characteristics such as
education, family farm size, annual family income, credit support,
cosmopoliteness, use of communication media, organizational participation and
training received had positive and significant relationship with rural youth extent
of participation in commercial agriculture. However, age, agricultural knowledge
and innovativeness of the respondent rural youth did not show significant

relationship with their extent of participation in commercial agriculture.

Tripathi et al. (2018), studied the relationship between socio-personal and
socio-economic profile of youth with their attitude towards farming and found the
positive and significant relation of age, family size, land holding and livestock
holding with their attitude towards fishing while as the variable such as education

had negative and significant relation with their attitude towards farming.
25 Conceptual model of the study

Conceptual model is a diagrammatic representation of outlining the
dominant elements of a system and their interrelationships with respect to a
criterion variable. Conceptual model is formulated based on experience and in the
present study, review of related studies was also formed as the basis for the
conceptual model. The variables included in the study were grouped into

independent and dependent variable.

The independent variables are conceived as those variables those precede
the others in the order of time and which are theoretically expected to lead or to be

followed by certain other variables. In the present study factors related to profile




characteristics of youth and constraints faced by the youth in fishing occupation

were considered as independent variables.

The dependent variable is that variable, which follows the independent
variables in time. Attitude of youth towards fishing as an occupation was the
dependent variable in the present study. It is clear from the conceptual model that,
attitude of youth towards fishing occupation was the function of selected
independent variables. Based on the review of relevant literature and in

consultation with the experts, sixteen independent variables were selected.
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Chapter 3

MATERIALS AND METHODS

This chapter deals with the methods and procedures which are used in the
present study entitled, “A study on the Attitude of youth of fishing communities
towards fishing as an occupation”. The different steps that were undertaken are

listed below
3.1 Sampling techniques used
a) Location of the study
b) Research design
c) Sampling method

3.2 Selection of variables, their definitions, measurements, scoring

procedure and categorization.

3.3 Development of instrument for data collection, Pre-testing of

schedule and methods of data collection.
3.4 Processing and statistical analysis of data.
3.1 Sampling techniques used
3.1.1 Location of the study area

The present study was conducted in the Bandipora district of Jammu and
Kashmir. The topography of the district represents a mix of beautiful mountains
and streams offering tremendous potential for developing scenic and adventure
tourism. The district is surrounded by Himalayan Mountains having Kargil district
on north, Kupwara in west, Baramullah in south and Ganderbal in east. The
district has a population of 457842 and agriculture is the mainstay of the majority
of the people in the district. Manufacturing of carpets, embroidery, dairy and
fishing are some important economic activities in the village. The district is

bestowed with vast water resources which exist in the form of glaciers, high



Plate 1: Map of study area (District Bandipora)



altitude lakes, Nallahs, Springs, Water logged bodies, sars etc. These water
resources possess huge potential for the development of fish and fisheries. About
2256 Fishermen are registered with the department in district Bandipora who
derive their livelihood from these water resources. Almost 1800-2500 tonnes of
fish are captured from these water resources by the Fishers to make these
available for human consumption. Wular lake is spread through the heart of the
district serving as attraction for tourists and source of livelihood for people living
on peripheries. About 65% fish production comes from famous Wular lake alone
which is regarded as the Fish Bowl and it sustains livelihood of large section of
population of valley. It provides fish, water chestnuts (Trapa natatus), lotus
(Nelumbo rucifera) rhizomes, fodder, water, etc., According to a study by
Wetland International, 32,000 families including 2,300 fisher households living
on Wular’s shores depend on it for livelihood. More than 30,000 people are

directly involved in fishing, 14,000 of them with registered licenses.
3.1.2  Research design

Based on the objectives of the study, ex post facto research design was
followed in the present investigation. Ex post facto research design is a systematic
empirical enquiry in which the dependent variables have not been directly
manipulated because they have already occurred or they are inherently not
manipulated. Ex post facto studies can be devised to identify behavioral
phenomenon and to explore conditions under which a phenomenon occurs
(Kerlinger, 1973). Keeping in view of the type of variables under consideration,
size of respondents and phenomenon to be studied, the ex post facto research
design was selected as an appropriate research design to investigate the variables

influencing the attitude of youth towards fishing.
3.1.3 Sampling method
3.1.3a Selection of Villages

Department of fisheries has divided district Bandipora into two divisions




Plate 2 : Data collection from the respondents of village Lankrashpora



Plate 3: Data collection from the respondents of village Ashtingoo
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Plate 4: Data collection from the respondents of Village Kulhama



Plate S: Data collection from the respondents of village Paribal



(i) Bandipora (ii) Sumbal. Bandipora has further been divided into three beats
Zurimanz, Laharwalpora and Kulhama. Zurimanz includes Ashtingoo ghat,
Aloosa Ghat, Kehnoosa Ghat, Paribal. Kulhama is further divided into three
fishing beats Kulhama, S. K payem, Lankreshpora. Sumbal division has also been
divided into three beats Sumbal, Hajin and kaniyari. Sumbal includes

Mukdamyari and Banyari.

Thus, multi-stage random sampling technique was used for the selection
of fishing villages. At first stage, out of the two divisions, Bandipora division was
selected. At the second stage, out of three beats, two beats Zurimanz and Kulhama
were selected. At the last stage, two fishing ghats Ashtingoo ghat and Paribal were
selected from zurimanz beat and two villages Kulhama and Lankreshpora were
selected from Kulhama beat respectively and thus constituting total of four

villages for study.
3.1.3b Selection of respondents

From each of the four selected wvillages, 30 youth were selected

randomly, thus constituting to a total of 120 respondents.

3.2 Selection of variables, definitions, and their measurements, scoring
procedure and categorization

3.2.1 Variables and their measurements

Variables Measurement

A | Independent variables

I Socio economic characteristics

1 | Age Scale used by Jayapuriya in his
study

2 | Marital status Schedule developed

3 | Educational qualification Schedule developed
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4 | Residential background Schedule developed

5 | Type of House Schedule developed

6 | Type Family Schedule developed

7 | Number of household earners Schedule developed

8 | Number of dependents Schedule developed

9 | Monthly expenditure on household | Schedule developed

10 | Monthly income through fishing in | Schedule developed
summer

11 | Monthly income through fishing in | Schedule developed
winter

12 | Investment on fishing inputs Schedule developed

13 | Active fishing days/year Schedule developed

14 | Marketing channel Schedule developed

15 | Opted alternate source of income Schedule developed

II | III Factors constraining youth | Index developed using 5-point
involvement in fishing Likert Scale

B | Dependent Variable

I | Attitude of youth of fishing | Index developed using 5-point
Communities towards Fishing | Likert Scale
occupation

3.2.2  Operational definition of independent variables

3.2.2a Socio-economic characteristics of youth

1. Age

It refers to the actual age of the respondents completed, i.e. chronological

age of the respondents. The actual age was recorded as told by the respondents at




the time of interview. Respondents already had age limit 18-35 years. Here in this

study age was categorized into three groups: young, middle and adult.

S. No. Categories Scores
01. Young (18-23yrs) 1
02. Middle (24-29) 2
03. Adult (30-35) 3

2. Marital status

On the basis of marital status respondents were grouped into two

categories unmarried and married.

S. No. Categories Scores
01. Married 1
02. Unmarried 2

3. Education qualification

It refers to the ability or inability of an individual to read and write and

his formal education attained and categories formulated as follows:

S. No. Categories Scores
01. [lliterate 1
02. Under matriculate 2
03. Under graduate 3
04. Any other 4

4. House type

The type of house they live in included whether they live in a pucca

house or kachha house which referred to their economic conditions.




S. No. Categories Scores

01. Pucca 1

02. Kachha 2

5. Residential background

On the basis of the geographical area they live in, following categories

were made.
S. No. Categories Scores
01. Rural 1
02. Urban 2

6. Type of family
The type of family included whether it is a joint or a nuclear family.

Nuclear family: This includes the families limited to husband, wife and their

children.

Joint family: This includes the families who were having a great number of
members living together and where individual earning and common mode of

cooking were pooled together to run the family by family head.

S. No. | Categories Scores
01. Nuclear family 1
02. Joint family 2

7. Household earners

It refers to the number of members in the family who earn money for the

household. On the basis of number of earners, following categories were made:




S. No. Categories Scores
0l. 1 1
02. 2 2
03. 3 3

8. Number of dependents

On the basis of number of dependents, following categories were made:

S. No. Categories Scores
01. Less than 3 1
02. 3-6 2
03. Above 6 3

9. Household expenditure

It refers to the amount of expenditure made by households to meet their

everyday needs such as food, clothing, transport, etc. On that basis, following

categories were made:

S. No. | Categories Scores
01. Less than 3000 1
02. 3000-4000 2
03. Above 4000 3

10. Investment of fishing inputs

It refers to the expenses on fishing activities and gear and crafts used.

Following categories were made:




S. No. | Categories Scores
01. Less than 10000 1
02. 10000-20000 2
03. Above 20000 3

11. Active fishing days

This refers to the number of days on which fishing activities were carried

out. On this basis, following categories were made:

S. No. | Categories Scores
01. Less than 200 1
02. 200-300 2
03. Above 300 3

12. Monthly income through fishing in summer

It refers to the total income of the respondents obtained from fishing
occupation in summer season when the catch is good. On this basis, categories

were made as:

S. No. | Categories Scores
01. Low (less than 10000) 1
02. Medium (10000-20000) 2
03. High (above 20000) 3

13. Monthly income through fishing in winter

It refers to the total income of the respondents through fishing occupation

in winter season when the catch is less in the lake.




S. No. | Categories Scores
01. Low (less than 5000) 1
02. Medium (5000-10000) 2
03. High (above 10000) 3

14. Marketing channels

classified into four groups:

This refers to the method of selling their catch. The respondents were

S. No. | Categories Scores
01. Selling through contractor 1
02. Selling direct to local market 2
03. Door to door selling 3
04. Any other 4

15. Opted alternate source of income

of income or not, following categories were made:

On the basis of whether the respondents have opted the alternate source

S. No. | Categories Scores
1 Yes 1
2 No 2

3.2.2b Factors constraining youth involvement in fishing occupation

In the present study, the factors that constrain youth participation in

fishing occupation were collected on five-point Likert scale as Strongly agree,

Agree, Undecided, Disagree and Strongly disagree and were given scores 5, 4, 3,




2 and 1 respectively. The scale consisted of 21 statements about the constraints

they face in the occupation.
3.2.3 Operational definition of Dependent variable

Attitude can be defined as “a tendency to respond positively or
negatively towards a certain idea, object, person or situation. Attitude influences
an individual’s choice of action and responses to stimuli. In the present study,
attitude of youth of fishing communities towards fishing as an occupation is
operationalized as the degree of postiveness or negativeness of youth towards
fishing occupation. Attitude scale developed and followed by Joy Mathews and
Nagi Reddy (1989) and as followed by Prasad (2002) was used with little
modifications. For the study, responses were collected on five-point continuum as
Strongly agree, Agree, Undecided, Disagree and Strongly disagree and were given
5,4,3,2 and 1 scores respectively for the statements. There were sixteen statements
of this scale, out of which 9 statements were positive and rest of the 7 statements

were negative.

For the statement wise analysis of the attitude, the statements were
presented as per their mean and rank order of high favourableness to low
favourableness.

3.2.3a Scale used for measuring attitude of youth towards fishing as an
occupation

No Statements SD D UD A SA

01 | Fishing can provide sustainable
livelihood to youth

02 |I feel proud to engage in fishing
occupation

03 | Fishing is more profitable than any other
occupation

L




04 | I prefer fishing as an occupation

05 | Villages can’t prosper unless youth
adopt fishing occupation

06 |1 feel sorry for those who abandoned
fishing occupation

07 | This occupation leads to increase in
standard of living

08 | This occupation leads to economic
upliftment of fishers

09 | I prefer to be fisher than an employee

10 | Fishing is considered for old man’s job*

11 | Fishing is more stressful job*

12 | I avoid fishing as it is a tedious job*

13 | It is better to do job with less salary than
to adopt fishing as occupation™

14 |1t is better for a family to hold
diversified occupation rather than to be
dependent on fishing*

15 | I will not encourage my children to be in
this profession*

16 | Fishing is not viewed as respectful
profession in society™

*Negative statements

3.2.3b Scale used to measure level of attitude of youth towards fishing as an
occupation

To analyze the level of attitude of youth towards fishing occupation, the
total score of the respondents on the scale was obtained by summing up the scores

of all the statements in the scale. The possible minimum and maximum score was




16 and 80. The respondents were grouped into following three categories based on

the scores obtained by each of them duly following mean and standard deviation.

S.No. | Category Score range
01 Less favourable Less than (Mean-SD)
02 Moderately favourable Between (Mean + SD
03 Highly Favourable More than (Mean + SD)
33 Development of instrument for data collection, Pre testing of

schedule and methods of data collection

3.3.1 Development of instrument for data collection

An interview schedule was designed on the basis of objectives and

variables under study. Interview of the respondents was conducted into following

parts:

1.

iii.

The first part of the schedule comprised of the questions related to

the socio-economic information of the respondents.

The second part of the schedule included the questions related to
specific information about their attitude towards fishing

occupation.

The third part of the schedule consisted of the factors that constrain

their involvement in fishing occupation.

3.3.2  Pre-testing of the schedule

The pre testing of the schedule was done in the selected villages of

Bandipora district. Necessary corrections and modifications were done to ensure

that the questions in the schedule were clear and unambiguous as per objectives

and purpose of the study. Then the task of data collection was commenced.

L»




3.3.3 Methods of data collection

The data was collected by administering the structured interview
schedule to the respondents. The questions were asked in local language i.e.
Kashmiri. The youth in fishing were personally interviewed which helped in
getting first-hand information and gave an opportunity to observe the respondents
personally. The response of each respondent was recorded in the interview
schedule with due care. Every effort was made to check and cross check the data
collected from all the sample respondents. Friendly atmosphere was maintained
during the interview to see that the respondents were at ease and expressed their

opinions freely, fairly and frankly.
34 Processing and statistical analysis of data

During the investigation, the data collected was tabulated into the coding
sheet and then appropriate analysis of data was made according to objectives. The

following statistical techniques were used in the study.
a) Frequency
b) Percentage
C) Mean
d) Standard deviation
e) Correlation
f) Regression analysis

Analysis of data was carried out with the software named as SPSS.




Chapter 4

EXPERIMENTAL FINDINGS

This chapter deals with the analysis and interpretation of collected data,
which were collected from a sample of 120 youth with reference to study on
Attitude of youth towards fishing as an occupation through pre-tested structured
interview schedule. Calculations were made on percentage basis, mean, standard
deviation and correlation, multiple linear regression was also applied. In the light
of the objectives, the data was collected, processed and analyzed. The major
findings emerged out of the present study have been suitably categorized,

presented and discussed under following sub-headings:
4.1 Independent variables

4.1.1 Socio-economic characteristics of the youth of fishing

communities.

4.1.2 The factors that constrain youth involvement in fishing

occupation.
4.2 Dependent variable
4.2.1 The attitude of youth towards fishing as an occupation.
4.3  Association between independent and dependent variables
4.1 Independent variables
4.1.1 Socio-economic characteristics of youth

The variables selected and studied as independent variables were age,
marital status, educational qualification, residential background, type of family,
house type, household earners, number of dependents, household expenditure,
investment on fishing inputs, active fishing days, income through fishing in
summer, income through fishing in winter, marketing channel and opted alternate

source of income are presented here:




4.1.1a Age

The data of the Table 4.1 revealed that out of the 120 youth, majority
(43.3%) were middle youth, 31.6 per cent belonged to adult youth category and

minimum (25.5%) were adult youth in the study area.

Table 4.1: Distribution of youth according to their age

Lankrashpora | Ashtingoo Kulhama Paribal Study Area

Age (years)
No. % No. % No. % No. % No. %

Young (18-23) 6 20.0 8 26.7 9 30.0 7 233 30 | 25.0

Middle (24-29) 12 40.0 14 | 46.7 12 40.0 14 46.7 52 434

Adult (30-35) 12 40.0 8 26.7 9 30.0 9 30.0 | 38 31.6

Total 30 100.0 | 30 100 30 100 30 100 | 120 | 100

Among the four fishing villages, out of 30 respondents from each village,
Kulhama village had maximum youth (30.0%) of young age group followed by
Ashtingoo, Paribal and Lankrashpora with the values of 26.7%, 23.3% and 20.0%
respectively. The maximum youth (46.7%) of middle age group belonged to
Paribal and Ashtingoo followed by Lankrashpora and Kulhama both having value
of 40.0%. However, the maximum youth (40.0%) of adult group belonged to
Lankrashpora, followed by Kulhama and Paribal both with value of 30.0% and
Ashtingoo with 26.7%.

4.1.1b Marital status

The data presented in the Table 4.2 revealed that out of 120 respondents,

56.7 per cent were married and 43.3 per cent were unmarried in the study area.

Out of each of 30 selected respondents from four villages, maximum
(60.0%) of the married youth belonged to Lankrashpora, Kulhama and Paribal
followed by Ashtingoo (46.7%) while as maximum (53.3%) unmarried youth

L2
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were from Ashtingoo followed by Lankrashpora, Kulhama and Paribal with the

value 0f40.0% in all the three villages.

Table 4.2: Distribution of youth according to their marital status

Lankrashpora | Ashtingoo Kulhama Paribal Overall
Marital status
No. % No. % No. % No. % No. %
Married 18 60.0 14 | 46.7 18 | 60.0 18 | 60.0 | 68 | 56.7
Unmarried 12 40.0 16 | 533 12 | 40.0 12 | 40.0 | 52 | 433
Total 30 100.0 | 30 100 30 100 30 100 | 120 | 100
4.1.1c Educational qualification

The data presented in the Table 4.3 revealed that out of 120 respondents

53.4 per cent of the youth had education upto matric and 46.6 per cent of the

youth were illiterate while as none of them had qualification of graduation or

above in the study area.

Table 4.3: Distribution of youth according to their education

Educational Lankrashpora | Ashtingoo Kulhama Paribal Overall
qualification No. % No. % No. % No. % No. %
Illiterate 20 66.7 9 30,0 | 17 | 56.7| 10 | 333 | 56 | 46.6
Under-matriculate 9 30.0 21 70.0 15 500 19 | 63.4 | 64 | 534
Undergraduate 0 0 0 0.0 0 0 0 0.0 0 0.0
Other 0 0.0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0
Total 30 100 30 100 | 30 100 | 30 100 | 120 | 100

Among the four villages, maximum of the illiterate youth (66.7%) were

from lankrashpora followed by Kulhama (56.7%), Paribal (33.3%) and Ashtingoo
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(30.0%). The maximum of under matriculate youth (70.0%) belonged to
Ashtingoo followed by Paribal, Kulhama and Lankrashpora with the values of
63.4, 50.0 and 30.0% respectively and none of the respondents had under graduate

or above qualification.
4.1.1d Residential background

The data presented in the Table 4.4 revealed that among the four villages
all the respondents (100%) belonged to the rural background.

Table 4.4: Distribution of youth on the basis of residential background

Residential Lankrashpora | Ashtingoo Kulhama Paribal Overall
background No. % No. % | No. % | No. % | No. %
Rural 30 100 30 100 | 30 100 | 30 100 | 120 | 100
Urban 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Total 30 100 30 | 100 | 30 100 | 30 100 | 30 100

4.1.1e Type of house

The data in the Table 4.5 revealed that out of 120 respondents 64.2 per
cent of the youth lived in pucca house while as 35.8 per cent of the youth lived in

the kachha house in the area.

Table 4.5: Distribution of youth on the basis of type of house

Lankrashpora | Ashtingoo Kulhama Paribal Overall
House type
No. % No. % No. % No. % No. %
Pucca house 16 533 20 | 66.7 | 16 | 533 | 25 | 8.3 | 77 | 642
Kaccha house 14 46.7 10 | 333 14 | 46.7 5 16.7 | 43 | 35.8
Total 301 100 30 100 | 301 | 100 | 30 100 | 120 | 100
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Among the four villages, maximum (83.3%) of the youth having pucca
house belonged to Paribal village followed by Ashtingoo, Lankrashpora and
Kulhama having values of 66.7, 53.3 and 53.3% respectively, while as the
maximum youth (46.7%) living in kaccha house were from Lankrashpora and

Kulhama followed by Ashtingoo (33.3) and Paribal (16.7%).
4.1.1f Type of family

The data presented in the Table 4.6 revealed that out of 120 respondents
63.4 per cent of the respondents belonged to the nuclear family while as 36.6 per

cent of the respondents belonged to the joint family.

Table 4.6: Distribution of youth on the basis of type of family

Lankrashpora | Ashtingoo Kulhama Paribal Study area
Family type
No. % No. % | No. % | No. % | No. %
Nuclear 21 70.0 18 [ 60.0| 17 | 567 20 | 66.7 | 76 | 63.4
Joint 29 30.0 12 {400 | 13 | 433 | 10 | 333 | 44 | 36.6
Total 30 100 30 | 100 | 30 100 | 30 100 | 120 | 100

Among the four villages, Lankrashpora village had maximum (70.0%)
number of youth with nuclear family followed by Paribal, Ashtingoo and
Kulhama with the values of 66.7, 60.0 and 56.7% respectively, while as maximum
youth (43.3%) with joint family were from Kulhama followed by Ashtingoo
(40.0%), Paribal (33.3%) and Lankrashpora (30.0%).

4.1.1g Number of earners

The data in the Table 4.7 referred that out of 120 respondents 54.2 per
cent had one earner in the family, 42.5 per cent of the youth had two earners in the

family and only 3.3 per cent had three earners in the family.

s
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Table 4.7: Distribution of respondents on the basis of number of earners
in the family

Lankrashpora | Ashtingoo Kulhama Paribal Study area

No. of earners

No. % No. % No. % No. % No. %
One earner 16 53.3 16 [ 533 ] 19 | 633 | 14 | 46.6 | 65 | 542
Two earners 11 36.6 14 | 46.6 | 11 36.6 | 15 | 50.0 | 51 42.5
Three earners 3 10.0 0 0 0 0 1 3.33 4 3.3
Total 30 100 30 | 100 | 100 | 30 | 100 | 100 | 30 100

Among the four villages the maximum (53.3%) number of youth with 1
earner in the family was found in Kulham, followed by Ashtingoo and
Lankrashpora with value of 53.3%, and Paribal with the value of 46.6%. The
maximum (63.3%) youth with 2 earners in the family were found in Paribal
(50.0%), followed by Ashtingoo (46.6%), and Lankrashpora and Kulhama both
with the value of 36.6%. The maximum (10.0%) youth with 3 earners were found

in Lankrashpora followed by Paribal (3.33) only.
4.1.1h Number of dependents

The data presented in the Table 4.8 referred that out of 120 respondents
66.7 per cent of the youth had 3-6 dependents in their family, 18.3 per cent of the
youth had above 6 dependents while as minimum (15%) of the youth had less than
3 dependents.

Table 4.8:  Distribution of respondents on the basis of number of
dependents in the family

No. of Lankrashpora | Ashtingoo Kulhama Paribal Overall
dependents No. % No. % No. % No. % No. %
Less than 3 8 26.6 4 13.3 3 10 3 10 18 15
members
3-6 members 19 63.3 21 70 19 | 63.3 | 21 70 80 | 66.7

Above 6 members 2 6.6 4 13.3 8 26.6 8 26.6 22 18.3

Total 30 100 30 | 100 | 30 100 | 30 100 | 120 | 100
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Among the four villages, Lankrashpora had maximum (26.6%) number
of youth having less than 3 dependents in the family followed by Ashtingoo,
Kulhama and Paribal with the values of 13.3, 10 and 10% respectively. However,
maximum youth (70.0%) with dependents between 4 to 6 were from Paribal and
Ashtingoo followed by Lankrashpora and Kulhama with value of 63.3% in both
the villages.

4.1.1i Household expenditure

The data presented in the Table 4.9 referred that out of 120 respondents
60.0 per cent of the youth had above 4000 rupees monthly expenditure on
household and 40.0 per cent of the youth had 3000-4000 rupees monthly
expenditure with none of the respondents having less than 3000 rupees household

expenditure.

Table 4.9: Distribution of respondents on the basis of household expenditure

Household Lankrashpora | Ashtingoo Kulhama Paribal Overall
expenditure No. % No. % | No. % | No. % | No. %
Less than 3000 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
3000-4000 10 333 12 | 40.0 | 14 | 46.7 | 12 | 40.0 | 48 | 40.0
Above 4000 20 66.6 18 [ 600 | 16 | 533 | 18 | 60.0 | 72 | 60.0
Total 30 100 30 | 100 | 30 100 | 30 100 | 120 | 100

Among the four villages the maximum (46.7%) youth having household
expenditure between 3000-4000 rupees belonged to Kulhama followed by,
Ashtingoo and Paribal both with the value of 40.0% followed by Lankrashpora
with 33.3%. However, maximum (66.6%) youth with household expenditure
above 4000 rupees were from Lankrashpora followed by Ashtingoo and Paribal
with the value of 60.0% and Kulhama (53.3%).
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4.1.1j Investment on fishing inputs

The data in the Table 4.10 showed that out of 120, majority (64.3%) of
the youth invested 10000-20000 rupees per year on fishing inputs and 26.6 per
cent of the youth invested more than 20000 rupees on the same while as minimum

(9.1%) had less than 10000 rupees investment on fishing inputs.

Table 4.10:  Distribution of respondents on the basis of investment on
fishing inputs

Lankrashpora | Ashtingoo Kulhama Paribal Overall
Investment on

fishing inputs No. % No. % No. % No. % No. %
Less than 10000 0 0 4 13.3 2 6.7 5 16.7 | 11 9.1
10000-20000 25 83.3 15 | 500 | 13 | 433 | 24 | 80.0| 77 | 643
Above 20000 5 16.7 11 | 367 | 15 | 50.0 1 33 32 | 26.6
Total 30 100 30 | 100 | 30 100 | 30 100 | 120 | 100

Among the four villages the maximum youth investing less than 10000
rupees on fishing inputs were from Paribal (16.7%) followed by Ashtingoo
(13.3%) and Kulhama (6.7%). The maximum (83.3%) youth investing between
10000-20000 rupees were from Lankrashpora, followed by Paribal, Ashtingoo
and Kulhama with the values of 80.0, 50.0 and 43.3%. However, maximum
number of youth investing on fishing inputs above 20000 were from Kulhama
(50.0%) followed by Ashtingoo (36.7%), Lankrashpora (16.7%) and Paribal
(3.3%).

4.1.1k Active fishing days

The data presented in the Table 4.11 indicated that out of 120
respondents, 52.5 per cent of the youth observed 200 to 300 active days of fishing
and, followed by 27.5% observing less than 200 days of active fishing days while
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as only 20 per cent of the youth observed more than 300 active fishing days in a

year.

Table 4.11: Distribution of respondents on the basis of active fishing days

Active fishing Lankrashpora | Ashtingoo Kulhama Paribal Overall
days o, o, o, o, o,
No. Yo No. Yo No. Yo No. Yo No. Yo
Less than 200 8 26.7 5 16.7 5 16.7 | 15 | 50.0 | 33 | 275
days
200-300 days 19 63.3 18 | 60.0 | 18 | 60.0 8 26.6 | 63 | 52.5
Above 300 days 3 10.0 7 233 7 23.0 7 233 | 24 20
Total 30 100 30 100 | 30 100 | 30 100 | 120 | 100

Among the four villages maximum (50.0%) number of youth who
observe less than 200 days of active fishing in a year belonged to Paribal followed
by Lankrashpora (26.7%), Ashtingoo (16.7%) and Kulhama (16.7%). The
maximum number of youth observing 200 to 300 active fishing days in a year
belonged to Lankrashpora (63.3%) followed by Ashtingoo and of Kulhama both
having the values of 60.0% and Paribal with the value of 26.6%. However, the
maximum number of youth observing more than 300 days of active fishing days
were from Ashtingoo and Paribal with the value of 23.3%, followed by Kulhama
(23.0%) and Lankrashpora (10.0%).

4.1.1(1) Monthly income through fishing in summer

The data presented in the Table 4.12 revealed that out of 120 respondents
84.1 per cent of the youth’s monthly income through fishing occupation in
summer season was 10000-20000 while 15.8 per cent of the youth’s monthly
income through same was less than 10000 and none of the respondents had above

10000 monthly income through fishing in summer season.
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Table 4.12:  Distribution of respondents on the basis of income through
fishing in summer season

Monthly income | Lankrashpora | Ashtingoo Kulhama Paribal Overall
through fishing
in summer No. % No. % No. % No. % No. %
Less than 10000 4 13.3 3 10.0 6 20.0 6 200 [ 19 | 15.8
10000-20000 26 86.6 27 1900 | 24 | 80.0 | 24 | 80.0 | 101 | 84.2
Above 20000 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Total 30 100 30 100 | 30 100 | 30 100 | 120 | 100

Among the four villages the maximum (90.0%) number of youth earning
10000-20000 rupees through fishing activities in summer belonged to Ashtingoo
followed by Lankrashpora (86.6%) and Kulhama and Paribal with value of 80.0%.
However, maximum (20.0%) youth earning less than 10000 through fishing were
found in Kulhama and Paribal followed by Lankrashpora (13.3%) and Ashtingoo
(10.0%) and none of them had above 20000 monthly income.

4.1.1(m) Monthly income through fishing in winter

The data presented in the Table 4.13 revealed that out of 120 respondents
77.5 per cent of the youth’s monthly income through fishing in winter season was
less than 5000 rupees and 22.3 per cent of the youth’s monthly income was 5000-
10000 rupees while none of the respondent’s monthly income through the same
was more than 10000.

Table 4.13:  Distribution of respondents on the basis of income through
fishing in winter

Monthly income | Lankrashpora | Ashtingoo Kulhama Paribal Overall
through fishing
in winter No. % No. % | No. % | No. % | No. %
Less than 5000 21 70 25 | 833 | 23 | 76.6 | 24 80 93 | 777
5000-10000 9 30 5 16.6 7 233 6 20.0 | 27 | 223
Above 10000 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Total 30 100 30 100 | 30 100 | 30 100 | 120 | 100
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Among the four villages, Ashtingoo village had maximum (83.3%) youth
earning less than 5000 rupees through fishing in winter followed by Paribal
(80.0%), Kulhama (76.6%) and Lankrashpora (70.0%). However, maximum
(30.0%) youth earning 5000 to 10000 rupees through fishing in winter belonged
to Lankrashpora, followed by Kulhama (23.3%), Paribal (20.0%) and Ashtingoo
(16.0%).
4.1.1(n) Marketing channel

The data in the Table 4.14 revealed that out of 120 respondents 72.6 per
cent of the youth sold their catch through contractors, 16.6 per cent of the youth
sold their catch directly in the local market and 10.8 per cent of the youth sold

their catch by going directly to customer’s house while none of the youth had

adopted any other marketing channel for selling their catch.

Table 4.14: Distribution on the basis of marketing channel

. Lankrashpora | Ashtingoo Kulhama Paribal Overall
Marketing

channels No. % No. % No. % No. % No. %
Selling through 16 535 25 | 833 | 20 | 66.7 | 26 | 8.6 | 87 | 72.6
contractor
Selling direct in 9 30.0 4 133 5 16.7 2 6.7 20 | 16.6
local market
Door to door 5 16.6 1 3.4 5 16.6 2 6.6 13 10.8
selling
Others 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Total 30 100 30 100 | 30 100 | 30 100 | 120 | 100

Among the four villages, the maximum youth (83.3%) who sell their
catch through contractors belonged to Ashtingoo (83.3%) and Paribal (83.6%),
followed by Kulhama and Lankrashpora with the values of 66.7 and 53.5%

respectively. The maximum youth who sell their catch direct to the local market
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belonged to Lankrashpora (30.0%) followed by Kulhama (16.7%), Astingoo
(13.3%) and Paribal (6.7%). However, maximum youth (16.6%) selling their
catch by going door to door were from Lankrashpora and Kulhama, with the value
of 16.6%, followed by Paribal and Ashtingoo with the values of 6.6% and 3.4%

respectively.
4.1.1(o) Opted alternate source of income

The data presented in the Table 4.15 indicated that out of 120
respondents 77.5 per cent of the youth had alternate source of income besides
fishing occupation while 22.5 per cent of the youth depend completely on fishing

occupation.

Table 4.15: Distribution on the basis of opted of alternate source of income

Opted alternate Lankrashpora |~ Ashtingoo | Kulhama Paribal Study area

source of income

No. % No. % No. % No. % No. %

Yes 19 63.3 29 [ 9677 | 25 | 83| 20 | 70.0 | 93 | 77.5
No 11 36.7 1 3.3 5 16.7 | 10 | 30.0 | 27 | 225
Total 30 100 30 | 100 | 30 100 | 30 100 | 120 | 100

Among the four villages, Ashtingoo had 96.7% youth who had opted
alternate source of income, followed by Kulhama where 83.3% had opted
alternate source of income, Paribal with 70% and Lankreshpora (63.3%).
However, the village Lankrashpora had majority (36.7%) of youth who had not
opted alternate source of income, followed by Paribal with 30.0%, Kulhama had

16.7% youth having not opted alternate source and only 3.3% in Ashtingoo.
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4.1.2  Factors constraining youth involvement in fishing occupation

To calculate the factors that constrain youth involvement in fishing
occupation, the responses obtained were analyzed and their overall mean and
ranks are represented in the Table 4.16. The calculated data referred that the
respondents face highest constraint in this occupation as the profession being
disrespectful with rank I (mean 4.46), followed by another constraint being less
catch available with rank II (mean 4.19), lack of technical trainings and schemes
for fishermen with rank III (mean 4), fishing occupation having irregular source of
income with rank V (mean 3.98), unavailability of suitable market with rank VI
(mean 3.85), this occupation being time consuming with rank VII (mean
3.49),fishing being tedious job with rank VIII (mean 3.48),fishing requires more
efforts than with less output and high cost of transport with rank IX (mean 3.18),
fluctuation in price of catch with rank XI (mean 3.15), inadequate storage
facilities with rank XII (mean 2.99), curing facilities not available having rank
XII (mean 2.97), low price offered by buyers with rank XIV (mean 2.76),
inadequate transport facility with rank XV (mean 2.7), problems with state
fisheries department with rank XVI (mean 2.6), inadequate demand having rank
XVII (mean 2.48), conflicts with other fishers with rank XVIII (mean 2.45),
exploitation by middlemen with rank XIX (mean 2.40), parental restriction with
XX rank (mean 2.38), and last rank being of delay in payment by middlemen with
rank XXI and mean 2.29.
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Fig. 18: Factors constraining youth involvement in fishing occupation according to mean and rank obtained

1. Disrespectful profession 2. Less catch 3. Lack of technical trainings 4. Unawareness about schemes
5. Irregular source of income 6. Suitable market not available 7. Time consuming job 8. Tedious job

9. High cost of transport
12. Fluctuation in price

10. It requires more efforts with less inputs
13. Curing facilities not available

11. Fluctuation in price
14. Low price offered by buyers

15. Inadequate transport facilities 16. Problems with state fisheries dept. 17. Conflicts with other fishers
18. Inadequate demand 19. Exploitation by contractors 20. Parental restriction 21. Delay in payment by contractors




Table 4.16: Factors constraining youth involvement in fishing occupation

Lankrashpora Ashtingoo Kulhama Pariba Overall
Constraints Rank
Mean S.D Mean S.D Mean S.D Mean S.D Mean S.D

Exploitation by middle men 2.56 0.67 2.6 0.63 2.3 0.47 2.16 0.37 2.40 0.57 XIX
Delay in payment by middle men 2.56 0.67 2.16 0.37 23 0.47 2.16 0.37 2.29 0.51 XXI
Problems with state fisheries dept. 2.6 0.49 2.46 0.50 2.6 0.49 2.76 0.43 2.60 0.49 XVI
Contflicts with other fishers 2 0 2.16 0.37 2 0 2.16 0.37 2.45 0.27 XVIII
Inadequate transport facility 2.6 0.60 2.8 0.40 2.6 0.47 2.8 0.43 2.7 0.48 XV
High cost of transport 3.26 0.63 3.16 0.37 33 0.47 3.0 0.36 3.18 0.48 X"
Fluctuations in price 3.13 1.00 2.8 0.89 32 0.98 3.5 0.86 3.15 0.95 XI
Inadequate demand 2.33 0.75 243 0.62 2.66 0.71 2.5 0.68 2.48 0.69 XVII
Low price offered by buyers 2.4 0.81 2.8 0.69 3.06 0.63 2.8 0.76 2.76 0.76 XV
Suitable market not available 3.5 0.89 3.9 0.40 4 0 4 0.26 3.85 0.53 VI
In adequate storage facilities 3 0 3.06 0.25 2.9 0.18 3.03 0.18 2.99 0.18 XII
Curing facilities not available 3 0 3 0 2.9 0.18 3 0 2.97 0.09 X1
Less catch 4.5 0.50 4.1 0.48 4.1 0.30 4.06 0.36 4.19 0.46 11
It is a tedious job 3.26 0.98 4.0 0.25 3.26 0.98 3.43 0.97 3.48 0.90 VIII
It is a time consuming job 3.13 1.00 4.0 0.18 3.13 1.00 3.73 0.69 3.49 0.87 VII
It requires more efforts with less output 3 1.01 3.36 0.99 3.33 0.95 3.06 1.01 3.18 0.99 x*
It is the irregular source of income 4 0 4.03 0.18 4 0 3.9 0.4 3.98 0.22 A%
It is considered as disrespectful job 4.53 0.50 4.5 0.50 4.4 0.50 4.4 0.49 4.46 0.50 I
Lack of technical trainings 4 0 4.03 0.18 4 0 0 4 0.09 nr
Unawareness about the schemes available 4 0 4 0 4 0 0 4 0 r
Parental restriction 2.33 0.75 2.63 0.92 2.26 0.69 23 0.75 2.38 0.79 XX
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4.2 Dependent variable
4.2.1 Attitude of youth of fishing communities towards fishing as

occupation

Attitude of youth towards fishing occupation was measured with the help
of five point Likert scale developed for the study. The final scale selected with 16
statements were administered to 120 sampled youth in fishing. They were
requested to give responses to each statement in terms of their own degree of
agreement or disagreement on a five-point continuum. Each statement of scale
was provided with five-point continuum viz., Strongly Agree (SA), Agree (A),
Undecided (UD), Disagree (D) and Strongly Disagree (SD) with scores of 5,4,3,2
and 1 respectively. The total score of the respondents on the scale was obtained by
summing up the scores of all the statements in the scale. The possible minimum
and maximum score was 16 and 80. The respondents were grouped into following
categories based on the scores obtained by each of them duly following mean and

standard deviation.
4.2.1(a) Level of attitude of youth towards fishing as an occupation

The data presented in the Table 4.17 related to attitude of youth towards
fishing occupation revealed that out of 120 respondents, majority of the
respondents (60.8%) had moderately favourable attitude towards fishing
occupation, followed by 24.1% having less favourable attitude and 15.0% were
having highly favourable attitude towards fishing occupation.

Among the four villages maximum respondents having less favourable
attitude towards fishing occupation belonged to Lankrashpora (40.0%) followed
by Kulhama (23.3%) Ashtingoo (20.0%) and Paribal (13.3%). The majority of the
respondents having moderately favourable attitude belonged to Paribal (70.0%)
followed by Ashtingoo (66.6%), Lankrashpora and Kulhama with the value of
53.3% while as the maximum respondents (23.3%) having highly favourable
attitude were from Kulhama followed by Paribal, Ashtingoo and lankrashpora
with the values of 16.6, 13.3 and 6.66% respectively.
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Fig. 20: Mean and rank wise distribution of statements showing attitude of youth towards fishing as an occupation

1. Fishing can provide sustainable livelihood to youth 2.1 feel proud to engage in fishing occupation

3. Fishing is more profitable than any other occupation 4. I prefer fishing as an occupation

5. Villages can’t prosper unless youth adopt fishing occupation 6. I feel sorry for those who abandon fishing occupation

7. This occupation leads to increase in standard of living 8. This occupation leads to economic up-liftment of fishers 9. I prefer to be fisher than an
employee 10. Fishing is considered for old man’s job*  11. Fishing is more stressful job* 12.1avoid fishing as it is a tedious job* 13. It is better
to do job with less salary than to adopt fishing as occupation* 14. It is better for a family to hold diversified occupation rather than to be dependent on
fishing*

15. T will not encourage my children to be in this profession* 16. Fishing is not viewed as respectful profession in society*

* negative statements



Table 4.17:  Distribution on the basis of level of attitude towards fishing

occupation
. Lankrashpora | Ashtingoo Kulhama Paribal Overall
Level of attitude No. % No. % No. % No. % | No. %

Less favourable 12 40.0 6 20 7 23.3 4 13.3 29 24.1
(upto 46 scores)

Moderately 16 53.3 20 | 66.6 16 | 533 | 21 70.0 | 73 | 60.8
favourable (47-55
scores)

Highly favourable 2 6.66 4 13.3 7 233 5 16.6 | 18 | 15.0
(Above 56 scores)

Total 30 100 30 100 | 30 100 | 30 100 | 120 | 100

4.2.1(b) Statement wise analysis of attitude of youth towards fishing as an
occupation

For the statement wise analysis of the Attitude of youth towards fishing
occupation, the data was analyzed and their mean and ranks are presented in the
Table 4.18. The calculated data referred that the statement ‘fishing is not viewed
as respectful profession in society’ had obtained the rank I with mean 4.45,
followed by ‘fishing is considered as old man’s job with rank Il (mean=3.97), the
statements ‘I will not encourage my children to be in this profession” and ‘It is
better for a family to hold diversified occupation rather than to be dependent on
fishing” with rank ITI* and ITI° respectively both with mean=3.96, ‘It is better to do
job with less salary than to adopt fishing as occupation’ with rank V (mean=3.80),
‘I prefer fishing as an occupation’ with rank VI (mean=3.67), the statement,
‘Fishing is more stressful job’ with rank VII (mean=3.27), ‘Villages can’t prosper
unless youth adopt fishing occupation’ with rank VIII (mean=3.18), ‘I avoid
fishing as it is a tedious job’ with rank IX (mean=2.96), ‘Fishing can provide
sustainable livelihood to youth’ with rank X (mean=2.88), ‘I feel sorry for those
who abandoned fishing occupation’ with rank XI (mean=2.68), ‘Fishing is more
profitable than any other occupation’ with rank XII (mean=2.59), ‘I feel proud to
engage in fishing occupation with rank XIII (mean=2.42), I prefer to be fisher
than an employee with rank XIV (mean=2.35), This occupation leads to increase
in standard of living with rank XV (mean=2.02), This occupation leads to

economic up-liftment of fishers with rank X VI (mean=2.00).




Table 4.18: Statement-wise analysis of attitude of youth towards fishing as an occupation

Statements Lankrashpora Ashtingoo Kulhama Pariba Overall Rank
Mean S.D Mean S.D Mean S.D Mean S.D Mean S.D

Fishing can provide sustainable livelihood | 2.66 0.95 2.56 0.97 3 1.01 3.3 0.95 2.88 1.01 X
to youth
I feel proud to engage in fishing 23 0.46 2.3 0.80 2.4 0.62 2.7 0.83 242 0.70 X1
occupation
Fishing is more profitable than any other 2.83 0.98 2.46 0.89 2.4 0.81 2.7 0.95 2.59 0.92 XII
occupation
I prefer fishing as an occupation 3.8 0.61 3.4 0.89 3.53 0.86 3.9 0.36 3.67 0.73 VI
Villages can’t prosper unless youth adopt 3.13 1.00 3 1.01 3.6 0.75 3.0 1.01 3.18 0.98 VIII
fishing occupation
I feel sorry for those who abandoned | 2.86 1.00 2.76 0.97 2.73 0.98 24 0.81 2.68 0.95 XI
fishing occupation
This occupation leads to increase in 2.1 0.30 2 0 2 0 2 0 2.02 0.05 XV
standard of living
This occupation leads to economic 2.03 0.018 2 0 2 0 2 0 2.00 0.09 XVI
upliftment of fishers
I prefer to be fisher than an employee 2.66 0.95 2.3 0.75 2.26 0.69 22 0.61 2.35 0.77 XV
Fishing is considered for old man’ job 4 0 3.9 0.36 4 0 4 0 3.97 0.18 II
Fishing is more stressful job 3 1.01 3.5 0.81 3 1.01 3.6 0.81 3.27 0.95 VII
I avoid fishing as it is a tedious job 2.46 0.86 3.5 0.86 3 1.07 2.9 1.01 2.96 1.00 IX
It is better to do job with less salary than | 3.53 0.86 3.8 0.50 4 0 3.9 0.36 3.80 0.55 v
to adopt fishing as occupation
It is better for a family to hold diversified 3.86 0.50 4 0 4 0 4 0 3.96 0.25 r
occupation rather than to be dependent on
fishing
I will not encourage my children to be in 3.86 0.50 4 0 4 0 4 0 3.96 0.25 mnr
this profession
Fishing is not viewed as respectful 4.5 0.50 4.5 0.5 4.3 0.47 4.5 0.50 4.45 0.50 I
profession in society




43 Association between independent and dependent variables
43.1 Correlation analysis of Independent variables with Dependent
variable
The data in the Table 4.19 regarding the correlation analysis of
independent variables with dependent variable i.e., attitude of youth towards
fishing occupation reveals that out of 16 variables, one variable, active fishing
days had significant and positive relation with attitude of youth towards fishing
occupation at 0.01 level of probability while as one variable namely income
through fishing in summer had significant and positive relation with attitude of
youth towards fishing occupation at 0.05 level of probability. The seven variables
namely educational qualification, marital status, age, family type, household
earners, investment on fishing inputs and factors constraining youth involvement
in fishing had significant but negative relation with attitude of youth towards
fishing occupation at 0.01 level of probability. The remaining variables viz., house
type, number of dependents, household expenditure, income through fishing in
winter, marketing channel, opted alternate source of income and residential
background had non-significant relation with attitude of youth towards fishing
occupation.
4.3.2 Multiple regression analysis of Independent variables with Dependent
variable
The multiple regression analysis was carried out to know the extent of
contribution of independent variables to dependent variable (attitude of youth
towards fishing occupation) and the results attained were that out of 16
independent variables, only 9 variables had contributed significantly towards
attitude of youth towards fishing. As evident from “t” value of the variables, it can
be inferred that attitude of youth could be increased by 1.09, 2.281 and 0.342 units
if one unit could be brought in number of earners, active fishing days, and
marketing channels respectively if other variables kept constant. However, if there
is on unit increase in age, marital status, educational qualification, family type,

investment on fishing inputs and factors constraining youth involvement in fishing



there would be 0.611, 1.123, 1.184, 2.593, 1.458 and 0.147 units decrease
respectively in the attitude of youth towards fishing occupation. The remaining
variables had not contributed significantly towards variability in attitude. The R?
value of 0.954 indicated that all the 16 variables had contributed to the tune of

95.4 per cent of variation in attitude of youth.



Table 4.19: Correlation analysis of dependent variable (attitude of youth
towards fishing occupation) with independent variables

1\?('). Independent variables Correlation coefficient ‘r’
1 | Age -0.757**
2 | Marital status -0.376%*
3 | Educational qualification -0.486**
4 | Residential background 0
5 | House type 0.173"8
6 | Family type -0.787"
7 | Household earners -0.488"
8 | No. of dependents -0.004™
9 | Household expenditure -0.167™
10 | Investment on fishing inputs -0.584**
11 | Active fishing days 0.845%*
12 | Income through fishing in summer 0.183*
13 | Income through fishing in winter 0.028"°
14 | Marketing channels -0.084™
15 | Opted alternate source of income -0.023"
16 | Factors constraining youth involvement in -0.770%*

fishing

**correlation is significant at 0.01 level (2-tailed)

*correlation is significant at 0.05 level (2-tailed




Table 4.20: Multiple regression of independent variables with dependent
variable (attitude of youth towards fishing as an occupation)
S. Regression
No. Model (Independent variables) coefficient “b” “t” value
value

1 Age -0.611* -2.190
2 Marital status -1.123* -4.054
3 Education qualification -1.184* -3.673
4 Residential background 0 0
5 House type -0.409 -1.797
6 | Family type -2.593* -5.824
7 | No. of earners 1.09%* 4.274
8 No. of dependents 0.00 -0.010
9 Household expenditure -0.100 -0.467
10 | Investment on fishing inputs -1.458* -5.15
11 | Active fishing days 2.281% 8.00
12 | Income through fishing in summer 0.132 -1.02
13 | Income through fishing in winter -0.315 -1.536
14 | Marketing channel 0.342% 2.05
15 | Opted alternate source of income 0.768 0.468
16 | Factors constraining youth

involvement in fishing -0.147* 2875

*Significant at 0.05 level
N=120

R’=0.954

F=91.150




Chapter 5

DISCUSSION

The main findings of the investigation have been discussed and presented

under the following sub-heads:
5.1 Socio-personal and economical characteristics of youth.
52 Factors constraining youth involvement in fishing occupation.
53 Attitude of youth towards fishing as an occupation.
54  Association between independent and dependent variables.
5.4.1 Correlation analysis
5.4.2 Regression analysis
5.1 Socio-economic characteristics of youth
51.1 Age

Age is an important factor as it reveals the maturity of an individual to
take decisions for achieving his needs. The study revealed that maximum (43.4%)
of the youth belonged to middle age group (24-29 years). Usually youth of this
age group are enthusiastic and have more work efficiency than others and also
have to support their family because of which they are forced to go for fishing
activity. The remaining per cent youth might be interested in pursuing education.

The findings of Tripathi et al. (2018) confirm the present findings.
5.1.2  Marital status

Marriage provides social approval to start family life. The study revealed
that majority (56.7%) of the youth were married which showed that the youth of
middle age were capable of shouldering family responsibilities. The remaining per
cent of youth might be pursuing higher education or might be too young to get

married. The findings of Jaswal (2014) confirm the present findings.




5.1.3  Educational qualification

Education is one of the important factors that influence the knowledge of
individuals. The present study showed that maximum (53.4%) of the youth had
qualification up to matriculation. This shows their desire to pursue education but
due to unawareness regarding importance of education, poverty, inadequate
school facilities in the villages none had acquired higher education. The similar

findings were revealed by Tripathi (2018).
5.1.4 Residential background

The study revealed that all the respondents belonged to rural area as the
study was conducted in the village belonging to rural geographical area. These
communities are usually less cosmopolite, isolated, ignored and unaware about
the developmental schemes. Jaswal (2014) had found the similar findings in the

study.
51.5 Type of house

The type of house shows the socio-economic condition of youth. The
study showed that majority (64.2%) of the youth lived in pucca house that
revealed the fact that they might have enough income to afford having a pucca

house. The similar findings were observed by Jaswal (2014).
5.1.6 Type of family

Data pertaining to family type represent that majority of youth (63.4%)
had nuclear family. People prefer to live in nuclear families as it becomes easy for
them to shoulder the responsibilities of less number of members as compared to
joint families where the number of family members is large. The reason for youth
having nuclear family is probably due to their ability to take own decision and the
concept of joint family type approach is slowly eroding in the villages. Also, the
present trend is towards having nuclear family, to live separately with wife and
children. The finding of this study are supported by the results of study conducted
by Preethi (2015).




5.1.7 Number of earners

The study showed that majority of the families (54.2%) had only one
earner in the family as they had nuclear type of family and therefore husband
being the head of the family was the only earner and wife was supposed to take
care of household responsibilities. There were also some families where wife was

selling the catch in the local market.
5.1.8 Number of dependents

The study showed that maximum of the youth (66.7%) had 3 to 6
dependents in the family who did nothing to earn money and depended on income
of other members for their living. These included the women folk in the family

and the school going children.
5.1.9 Household expenditure

The study revealed that majority of the youth (60%) on an average had
monthly household expenditure of above 4000 rupees which included the daily

basic needs such as food, electricity bill, school fees of their children, etc.
5.1.10 Investment on fishing inputs

The study showed that maximum of youth (64.3%) invest 10000 to
20000 rupees on construction or repair of fishing inputs such as gear and crafis,

license, etc., per year.
5.1.11 Income earned through fishing in summer

The study revealed that maximum youth (84.2%) earn 10000-2000
rupees per month by selling their catch in summer season which is the favourable
season for fishing when they catch about 9-10 kg of fish per day as in this season
the catch availability is good comparatively due to high water level in the Wular
which otherwise has less water level in the remaining part of year but at the same

time price per kg is less.




5.1.12 Income earned through fishing in winter

The study revealed that majority of youth (77.7%) earn less than 5000
rupees per month by selling their catch in winter which is witnessed as lean
season for fishing as they catch only 2-3 kg of catch per day which is due to less
catch available in the particular season due to low water level in the lake. This

long duration of lean season force the youth to shift to alternate source of income.
5.1.13 Active fishing days

The study revealed that majority (52.5%) of youth observe 200 to 300
active fishing days in a year. They youth agreed that they go for fishing regularly
but many times have to return without catch. There are also days when no fishing
activity is carried out by them such as on every Fridays. Almost similar results
were observed by Jaswal (2014) in his study where he found that majority of

fishermen observe more than 201 days in a year.
5.1.14 Marketing channels

The fish marketing channel or system varies from state to state and is
often dominated by middlemen and wholesalers because it is not possible for the
fishermen to undertake quick transportation and sale of fish in fresh conditions in
distant markets. The study revealed that majority (72.6%) of youth sell their catch
through contractors which may be because of unavailability of suitable market for
selling their catch. Another major reason being the hassle free credit provided by
contractors to fishers as and when needed and the credit is re-payed by the fisher
by selling fish to them at pre-determined price. Almost similar results were found
by Jaswal (2014) in his study where he found that some fishermen sold their fish

co-operative societies and others through contractors.
5.1.15 Opted alternate source of income

The study shows that out of 120 respondents 77.5% had opted the
alternate source of income as the fishing alone does not help them fulfil their

household needs and thus are forced to work either as casual labours, or extracting




sand from lake or although the income is not enough to meet their needs but may
help to support the family to some extent. Their engagement in alternate source
was found to maximum during winter season when catch is less due to low water
level in the lake. The findings were almost similar to the findings of Kalita et al.
(2015) where they found that about 22.5% of the farmers depend on fishing alone
for their livelihood where as 47.83% of the respondents working as labour in sand
and stone mining business from Beki river. Working as a labour (sand and stone
mining business) were found to be the most common alternative option for

fishermen of Beki riverine area.
5.2 Factors constraining youth involvement in fishing occupation

In this objective, the problems faced by youth in fishing occupation were

observed and depicted as below:

The table explicitly depicted that problems were ranked based on the
order of highest mean score obtained. Among the problems, “this occupation
being disrespectful profession in the society” with mean score (4.46) was ranked
first and the “less catch available” with mean score (4.19) ranked second and
“lack of technical trainings” and “unawareness about the schemes available” with
mean score (4) ranked III* and III* respectively. These were followed by “this
profession being irregular source of income” with mean score (3.98) ranked fifth
and “unavailability of suitable market” with mean score (3.85) ranked sixth and
“this occupation is time consuming” with mean score (3.49) ranked seventh and
“this profession is tedious” with mean score (3.48) ranked eight which was
followed by “fishing requires more efforts with less output” and high cost of
transport both with mean score (3.18) were ranked IX* and IX ° respectively. The
other constraints such as “fluctuation in price of catch” with mean score (3.15)
was ranked eleventh and “inadequate storage facilities” with mean score (2.99)
ranked twelfth and “unavailability of curing facilities” with mean score (2.97)
ranked thirteenth and “low price offered by buyers” with mean score (2.76)

ranked fourteenth and “inadequate transport facility” with mean score (2.7) ranked




fifteenth and “problems with state fisheries department” with mean score (2.60)
ranked sixteenth and “inadequate demand” having mean score (2.48) ranked
seventeenth and “conflicts with other fishers” with mean score (2.45) ranked
eighteenth and “exploitation by middlemen” with mean score (2.40) ranked
nineteenth and the last but not the least constraint which was “parental restriction”
having mean score (2.38) was ranked Twentieth. Almost similar constraints were

found by Satapathy and Mishra (2011) in their study.

The constraints with ranks up to eleventh were found to have profound
influence on the attitude of youth towards fishing occupation. One of the major
constraint that the youth face is their profession being viewed as disrespectful in
the society which creates a negative impact on their attitude towards this
profession. This was followed by another constraint which was less catch
available which is because the Wular, which is the major source of their
livelihood is plagued by a number of problems such as encroachments,
anthropogenic pressure, sewage disposal, weed infestation, deteriorating water
quality, etc., Also, lack of technical trainings and unawareness about the various
schemes available for fishermen influence their attitude negatively. It was also
found that for the youth this occupation is the irregular source of income as they
witness many days when they get no catch and do not have a suitable market to
sell their catch. They also find this occupation ass time consuming as they need to
stay out for day long and requires more efforts with less output. Also, they
complained about the fluctuation in price of catch, as they may get good rates for

their catch in some season and in another get very low rates for the same.

The constraints with ranks above eleventh do not have much influence on
attitude of youth because due to unavailability of storage or curing facilities, at the
time of plenty availability of catch, they catch only that much of catch that they
can sell to avoid wastage of catch. Also, since majority of the youth sell their
catch through middlemen, they do not have to deal with buyers directly and get

reasonable price for their catch though not satisfactory to their efforts. Similarly,




some youth sell their catch directly in the local market or go door to door to sell
their catch they do not face much problems in transportation. It was also found in
the study that the youth do not encounter any problems with state fisheries
department or with other fishers in the village. They do not witness inadequate
demand also because they do not depend much on customers for selling their
catch as most of them sell their catch through contractors. In addition, their
parents want them to continue this occupation because of lack of other jobs and as

to continue their tradition.
53 Attitude of youth towards fishing as an occupation

Attitude can be defined as “a predisposition or a tendency to respond
positively or negatively towards a certain idea, object, person or situation. It
influences an individual’s choice of action and responses to stimuli. Attitude is the
prime cause for the growth of an individual and will have great impact on the way
we think, we perceive and the way we do the things. It is the determining factor
for the success or failure of any vibrant endeavour. As fisheries sector is the
predominant avenue for the growth and development of a state or the country on
the whole, it becomes mandatory to strengthen the fishing profession through
potential and dynamic youth of the sector. While their contribution towards
attaining security of fisheries sector cannot be under estimated, their lukewarm
attitude towards fishing occupation is a primary concern of challenge to the future
of fisheries in India. The attitude of youth towards fishing is the important

concern to design deliberate strategies for retaining youth in this occupation.
53.1 Level of attitude of youth towards fishing as an occupation

It is apparent from the study that majority of the youth (60.8%) had
moderately favourable attitude towards fishing occupation. It is followed by less
favourable attitude (24.1%) and highly favourable attitude (15.0%). This study
confirms the work of Manohari (2001), Bhanu (2007), Gangwar and Kameswari
(2016) and Kimaro et al. (2015).




53.2 Statement wise analysis of Attitude of youth towards fishing as an
occupation

The attitudinal disposition of youth towards farming was clearly
explained by analyzing each statement in terms of its favourableness or
unfavourableness by the youth in farming and the same was presented in the Table
18.

All the 16 statements in the scale were presented in this table as per their
rank orders of high favourableness to low favourableness as felt by the youth in

farming.

It is clear from the table that the statement ‘fishing is not viewed as
respectful profession in society’ had obtained the rank I with mean 4.45 and the
possible reason for this may be that these communities are the backward, isolated
from the other communities and also because of poor hygiene in these

communities.

The mean score (3.97) of the statement ‘Fishing is considered for old
man’ job with rank II revealed that majority of the youth feel that the fishing is for
old people as they do not find this profession profitable and attractive for youth.

It can be observed from the table that two statements viz., ‘I will not
encourage my children to be in this profession’ and ‘It is better for a family to
hold diversified occupation rather than to be dependent on fishing’” had obtained
mean score (3.96) and ranks III* and ur® respectively, which was found to be the
matter of concern as the new generation if motivated towards fishing can bring
positive changes in this profession and diversify their livelihood rather than

depending on fishing as this occupation does not provide good income alone.

It is noticeable from the table the statement, ‘It is better to do job with
less salary than to adopt fishing as occupation’ had obtained mean score (3.80)

and rank V which shows that majority of the youth did not want to depend on




fishing for their livelihood and were willing to go for less paid job because of the

non-profitability of this profession.

The statement, ‘I prefer fishing as an occupation’ had obtained the mean
score (3.67) and rank VI which showed that some youth were willing to carry out
fishing which may be because they want to continue their traditional profession of

fishing.

The statement, ‘Fishing is more stressful job’ with mean score 3.27 and
rank VII showed that slight majority of the youth consider fishing as stressful

because of this occupation being irregular source of income.

It was observed that the statement, ‘Villages can’t prosper unless youth
adopt fishing occupation’ had obtained mean score 3.18 and rank VIII which may
be because of the reason that they also feel that youth are the important segment

of the society and contribute towards the development of the community.

The statement ‘I avoid fishing as it is a tedious job’ with mean score 2.96
and rank IX showed that slight majority of the youth avoid this occupation as it is

tedious and requires more efforts.

The statements viz., ‘Fishing can provide sustainable livelihood to youth’
(mean=2.88), ‘I feel sorry for those who abandoned fishing occupation’
(mean=2.68), ‘Fishing is more profitable than any other occupation’ (mean=2.59),
‘I feel proud to engage in fishing occupation’ (mean=2.42), ‘I prefer to be fisher
than an employee’ (mean=2.35), ‘This occupation leads to increase in standard of
living’ (2.02) and ‘This occupation leads to economic upliftment of fishers’
(mean=2.00) and ranks X, XI, XII, XIII, XIV, XV and XVI respectively showed

that these statements were found favourable by some respondents only.

Therefore, it shows that if youth are provided with profitable schemes,
technical trainings in various fields of concern and awareness programs, can help

in retaining their interest in this profession.




54 Association between Independent and Dependent variables
54.1 Correlation analysis between Independent and Dependent variables

It could be observed from the results that out of 16 variables, 9 variables
were found to have significant relationship with the dependent variable. Out of
these, 1 independent variable such as income through fishing in summer (r=
0.183) had positive and significant relation with attitude of youth towards fishing
occupation at 0.05 level of significance while as 1 independent variables and
active fishing days (0.845) had positive and significant relation with dependent
variable at 0.01 level of significance. The 7 independent variable such as age
(-0.757), educational qualification (r=-0.486), marital status (-0.376), family type
(-0.787), household earners (-0.488), investment on fishing inputs(r=-0.584), and
factors constraining youth involvement in fishing(r=-0.770) had negative and
significant relation with dependent variable at 0.01 level of significance. The
remaining variables viz., house type (r=0.173), number of dependents (r=-0.004),
household expenditure (-0.167), income through fishing in winter (0.028),
marketing channel (r=-0.084), residential background (r=0) and opted alternate
source of income (r=-0.023) had non-significant relation with attitude of youth

towards fishing occupation.
5.4.1(a) Age and attitude of youth towards fishing occupation

Age of the youth and attitude of youth towards fishing occupation are
negatively correlated which might be because of the reason that young youth new
to the profession do not find much problems at early stages while as old age group
of youth being in this profession for long does not find any improvement or
advancement in the sector and find the occupation less profitable with passing
years which creates a negative impact on them regarding the occupation. The

similar findings were found by Shireesha et al. (2016).
5.4.1(b) Marital status and attitude of youth towards fishing occupation

The marital status and attitude of youth towards fishing occupation are



negatively correlated. The reason for this relation might be the pressure of
shouldering family responsibilities by the single earner and as fishing occupation
does not provide with enough income to satisfy the basic needs. Therefore, they
seldom carry out fishing activities. The finding was against the findings of Bello
et al. (2015) where he found non-significant relation between marital status and

attitude of youth.
5.4.1(c) Educational qualification and attitude of youth towards fishing

Educational qualification and attitude of youth towards fishing
occupation are negatively related. This might be because of the reason that with
acquiring education the youth aspire for gaining higher education and prosper in
the same leaving fishing in the hands of aged people. The findings were similar to

the findings of Umunnakwe and Adedamola (2015).
5.4.1(d)Family type and attitude of youth towards fishing occupation

Family type and attitude of youth towards fishing occupation are
negatively correlated. The possible reason for this relation may be that since
maximum of the respondents had nuclear families and therefore single earner or
even two earners could not shoulder the whole family by doing fishing only and
thus affected their interest in fishing occupation negatively. The finding was in

contrary to the finding of Shireesha et al. (2016).
5.4.1(e) Household earners and attitude of youth towards fishing occupation

The number of earners in the family and the attitude of youth towards
fishing occupation are related negatively as the responsibilities of household
needs are on the single individual and to meet the requirements by carrying out
fishing only is not possible. Therefore, there arises a need to shift to some other

sources to earn money and this creates disinterest in youth regarding fishing.
5.4.1(f) Active fishing days and attitude of youth towards fishing occupation

Active fishing days are the days when fishing activity is carried out. The

L=



number of active days and their attitude towards fishing are positively correlated
and this may be because of the reason that they observe good number of days on
which fishing is carried out, although some days fetching less catch and thus more
active days in a year have much influence on their attitude

5.4.1(g) Income through fishing in summer season and attitude of youth
towards fishing

Income through fishing in summer and attitude of youth towards fishing
are positively correlated. It is clear that for a unit increase in income through
fishing in summer there is increase in favourable attitude of youth towards
fishing. The possible reason for this relation may be that in summer season
because of availability of good catch compared to other part of the year the youth
get more income from fishing in this season by selling their catch and thus might
think fishing as good occupation to follow.

5.4.1(h) Investment on fishing inputs and attitude of youth towards fishing
occupation

The investment in fishing inputs such as gear, crafts, license fees, etc.,
and the attitude of youth towards fishing occupation are negatively correlated
which may be because the cost involved in making boats or gears is high. For
making or repairing the old gears and crafts, enough wood is not provided at the
government depots and therefore they have to get the wood from market which is
available at high rates which they could not afford. Besides, they have no
insurance for their gear and crafts.
5.4.1(i) Factors constraining youth involvement in fishing and attitude of

youth towards fishing occupation

Factors constraining youth involvement in fishing and the attitude of
youth towards fishing are negative correlated which may be because of the fact
that with the increasing constraints they show least interest in their profession.
Therefore, in order to change their attitude towards their profession we need to

address these constraints to keep them inclined towards fishing occupation.



54.2  Multiple Regression Analysis

The multiple regression analysis was carried out to know the extent of
contribution of independent variables to dependent variable (attitude of youth
towards fishing occupation) and the results attained were that out of 16
independent variables, only 10 variables had contributed significantly towards
attitude of youth towards fishing. As evident from “t” value of the variables, it can
be inferred that attitude of youth could be increased by 1.09,2.281, and 0.342 units
if one unit could be brought in number of earners, active fishing days, and
marketing channels respectively if other variables kept constant. However, if there
is on unit increase in age, marital status, educational qualification, family type,
investment on fishing inputs and factors constraining youth involvement in fishing
there would be 0.611, 1.123, 1.184, 2.593, 1.458 and 0.147 units decrease
respectively in the attitude of youth towards fishing occupation. The remaining
variables had not contributed significantly towards variability in attitude. The R?
value of 0.954 indicated that all the 16 variables had contributed to the tune of

95.4 per cent of variation in attitude of youth.

It could be observed from the results of multiple regression analysis that
among the ten significantly contributing variables, number of active fishing days
was found to contribute much on “attitude of youth towards fishing occupation”.
In general, increased number of active fishing days would enhance a favourable

mind-set towards fishing.

When discussing about the other variable, number of earners would also
enhance a favourable mindset towards fishing which might be because of
increased income earned through these sources. Marketing channels i.e., the mode
of selling their catch such as by selling through contactors might be giving them
good rates for their catch and also provide them credit facilities at the time of
need. As such it might have contributed to favourable attitude towards fishing.
Thus all the above four variables would positively influence the attitude of youth

towards fishing occupation.




The other variables such as family type and investment on fishing inputs
were found to contribute unfavourable attitude towards fishing as youth having
nuclear family might have independently shoulder the family responsibilities
which they may be finding difficult by doing fishing. Similarly, investment on
fishing inputs is negatively related to the attitude of youth towards fishing. The
more they have to invest in fishing inputs the less favourable is their attitude
towards fishing occupation. The variable ‘age’ was also found to influence
attitude of youth towards fishing negatively. With increasing age of the
individuals their attitude towards fishing decreases. Similarly, marital status also
would also create a negative attitude in youth towards fishing. As far as
educational qualification is concerned, it also affects the youth attitude negatively.
The factors that act as constraints to youth involvement in fishing occupation also
contribute negatively towards the attitude of youth towards fishing occupation.
Thus, all the above six variables would negatively influence attitude of youth

towards fishing occupation.



Chapter 6
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION

The present study was conducted to study the attitude of youth of Fishing
communities towards fishing as an occupation with specific objectives including
the study of socio-economic profile of youth, factors affecting their interest in
fishing occupation. Four fishing villages viz., Paribal, Kulhama, Ashtingoo and
Lankrashpora of district Bandipora were selected by multi-stage random
sampling. Twenty youth were selected randomly from each of the selected
villages constituting total sample of 120 youth. Data was gathered through
interview method with the help of structured pre-tested interview schedule. The

findings of the investigation are summarized as:

e The present investigation revealed that majority of the respondents
(60.8%) had moderately favourable attitude towards fishing

occupation.

e The study regarding socio-economic profile revealed that majority of
the respondents belonged to middle age group (24-29 years), were
married, had qualification up to matriculation, belonged to rural area,
lived in pucca house, had nuclear type of families, had only one
earner in the family with 3 to 6 dependents, had monthly expenditure
of above 4000 rupees, invested about 10000 to 20000 rupees on
fishing inputs per year, had monthly income through fishing in
summer of 10000 to 20000 rupees as this season was witnessed
favourable for fishing and in winter it was found to be less than 5000
rupees which was because winter being the lean season for fishing,
and out of 120 respondents only 77.5% of them had opted the
alternate source of income such as labour, etc., particularly during

lean season.

e The study revealed that the major constraints in developing positive




attitude of youth towards fishing occupation as this profession being
viewed as disrespectful in the society. This was followed by another
constraint which was less availability of catch in the Wular. Lack of
technical trainings, unawareness about the schemes available for
them was found to influence their attitude in negative way. It was
also found that for the youth this occupation is irregular source of
income as they witness many days without catch and also
unavailability of suitable market causes a negative impact on their
attitude towards this occupation. The study also revealed that the
youth find this occupation as time consuming as they need to stay out
for day long and it requires more efforts with less output. The other
constraints were fluctuation in price of catch and unavailability of

storage and curing facilities for their unsold catch.

Correlation analysis of Attitude of youth towards fishing occupation
with independent variables viz., income through fishing in summer,
active fishing days had positive and significant relation while as the
variables such as age, educational qualification, household earners,
marital status, family type, investment on fishing inputs and factors
constraining youth involvement in fishing had negative and
significant relation. The R value indicated that all the independent
variables had contributed to the tune of 95.4 per cent of variation in

attitude of youth towards fishing occupation.

Thus it may be concluded from the study that majority of the youth
had moderately favourable attitude towards fishing as an occupation.
The socio-economic characteristics of the youth showed positive as
well as negative impact on their attitude towards fishing occupation.
There were many factors that constrain their involvement in fishing
occupation, the major constraint being this profession is viewed as

disrespectful in the society. Therefore, the impact of each variables




needs to be taken into consideration during formation and
implementation of developmental programs that will help youth in

developing positive attitude towards fishing occupation.

RECOMMENDATIONS

The information obtained from the respondents helped to find out the

problems and following recommendations are intended to provide direction to

decision-makers on addressing the identified problems.

The study was confined to one district of Jammu and Kashmir with
sample size of 120 respondents and the results are applicable to that
area only. Hence, further research in this field may be carried out in

other areas also so that generalization of results could be possible.

Majority of respondents were educated up to matric only. It was
found that there were primary schools in the study area but due to
lack of high schools and poverty could not afford to continue higher
studies. The Anganwadi centers need to be upgraded with efficient
staff, infrastructure, etc., so that children of these communities could
get basic education from early stages. The elder siblings in the family
are supposed to take care of the younger siblings in the family when
their parents are out for fishing and therefore, they can send their
younger siblings to these centers and younger siblings could continue

their studies.

Awareness programmes about the importance of education,
especially for girl education, awareness about various scholarships
available for the under-privileged groups must be organized so that

they can get benefited and can pursue the higher education.

The fishing enterprise needs to be modernized. Selling dressed fish,
scientific fish drying, value addition, proper packaging and

establishment of fish markets with all the required facilities will help




the youth in recovering self-esteem.

The training and awareness drives to aware the youth of these
communities regarding the various entrepreneur activities they can
carry out with respect to their occupation rather than just catching and

selling the catch so that they can develop interest in this profession.

They are bound to contractors for selling their catch as they provide
them credit facilities. Thus, they need to be provided with awareness
programs regarding different credit facilities and start-up schemes
available for them so that they need not to depend on the middlemen

any more.

The youth were found to be least interested in fishing occupation
because of being considered as disrespectful occupation by people of
other communities. Poor hygiene in the fishing villages, obnoxious
smell due to catch, selling fish on road side and many other factors
make them look down upon by others. Therefore, fishers need to be
trained about health and hygiene through various programmes. Some
villages can be adopted under the Swach Bharat Abhiyan so that

these villages become source of inspiration for others.

In summer, when the catch is available in surplus they catch only as
much as they can sell for the day because of unavailability of
efficient storage and also the demand for the catch is less at that time.
Therefore, if they are equipped with improved skills and innovative
technologies such as modern methods of storage, value addition of
the fish, drying and smoking, etc., can help them keep the surplus

catch for the lean season when the demand of the catch is high.

Providing fishers with closed ice boxes for fish transportation will
prevent them from getting ridiculed while travelling in local

transport.




The catch in the Wular lake is depleting due to the number of
problems such as encroachments, soil digging, sewage disposal, weed
infestation, deteriorating water quality, disposal of hospital wastes,
etc., resulting in shrinking of the lake and has also resulted in the
decrease of water chestnut (Trapa natatus) for which Wular is famous
and these communities have no or very less role in the pollution of
the lake. This affects the livelihood of the communities dependent on
the lake and the youth therefore, shift to alternate sources of income
which results in decreasing their interest in this occupation.
Therefore, there arises a need for the remediation of the Wular lake
which is the major source of their livelihood with the efforts of Wular
Conservation and Management Authority (WUCMA) to check the

disposal of garbage and harmful wastes in the lake.

There is a need of formation of SHG’s, JLG’s and Cooperatives so
that they can afford to take up the technological intervention provided

to them as low cost technologies.
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A study on Attitude of youth of fishing communities

towards fishing as an occupation

INTERVIEW SCHEDULE

SECTION A:  SOCIO-ECONOMIC STATUS OF YOUTH

Lo NAINE: oo

N~

Age (Please specify)..............

W

Marital Status:
a. Married () b. Unmarried ( )

N

. Educational Qualification:
a. [lliterate ( )
b. Under Matriculate ( )
c¢. Under Graduate ( )
d. Any other (please specify).................

W

Residential Background:
a. Rural () b. Urban ( )

&

Type of house you live in:

a. Pucca () b. Kachha ( )
7. Type of family:

a. Nuclear () b. Joint ( )

8. No. of Household earners: ..................
09. No. of dependents: .........ccccceueruennene
10. Monthly expenditure on household: .....................
11.  How much do you invest on fishing inputs per year? ............ccocuen...

12.  How many active fishing days you observe in a year? ................



13.  Monthly income through fishing in summer:
a. Less than 10000 ()
b. 10000-20000 ( )
c. Above 20000 ( )
14. Monthly income through fishing in winter:
a. Less than 5000 ( )
b. 5000-10000 ()
c. Above 10000 ()
15. How do you sell your fish (Marketing channels)
a. Selling through contractor ()
b. Selling direct to local market ()
c. Door to door selling ()
d. Any other, specify........cccceceevuerenee.
16. Have you opted alternate source of income? Yes/No
17.

SECTION B: ATTITUDE OF YOUTH TOWARDS FISHING AS AN
OCCUPATION
1\?(; Statements SA A UD D SD

1. | Fishing can provide sustainable
livelihood to youth

2. | I feel proud to engage in fishing
occupation

3. | Fishing is more profitable than
any other occupation for youth

4. | I prefer fishing as an occupation

5. | Villages can't prosper unless
youth adopt fishing occupation

6. | I feel sorry for those who
abandoned fishing occupation

7. | This occupation leads to increase
in standard of living

8. | Fishing occupation leads to
economic upliftment of fishers




9. | I prefer to be fisher than an
employee
10. | Fishing is considered for old
man's job by youth
11. | Fishing is more stressful job
12. | T avoid fishing as it is tedious job
13. | It is better to do job with less
salary than to adopt fishing as
occupation
14. | It is better for a family to hold
diversified occupation rather than
to be dependent on fishing
15. | I will not encourage my children
to be in this profession
16. | Fishing is not viewed as respectful
profession in society
18.
SECTION C: FACTORS CONSTRAINING YOUTH INVOLVEMENT IN
FISHING
. . Stron
S. Statements Strongl Agree Undecide | Disagre Disagrge
No. y Agree d e o
1. | Problems with
contractors
a. Exploitation by
middlemen
b. Delay in payment
by middlemen
2. | Problems with state
fisheries department
3. | Conflicts with other
fishers
4. 4. Problems in
transportation:
a. Inadequate transport
facility
b. High cost of
transport
5. | Problems in marketing




a. Fluctuations in price
b. Inadequate demand

c. Low price offered
by buyers

d. Suitable market not
available

6. | Problems in
preservation
a. Inadequate storage
facilities
b. Curing facilities not
available

7. | Less catch

8. | Itis atedious job

9. | Time consuming job

10. | Fishing requires more
efforts with less output

11. | Fishing is the irregular
source of income

12. | It is considered as
disrespectful job

13. | Lack of technical
trainings

14. | Unaware about

schemes available for
fishing

15.

Parental restriction
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