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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

Role p e rspective of farm women in decision making 

has to be studied b eca u se women share ab und ant 

responsibilities and perform wi d e spectrum of dutie s in 

home and farm activities. Moreove r, their involvement as a 

key person is now a days cannot be neglected . 

' Role' has been operationally d efined as the 

' actual functions' performed by farm women in relation to 

their position in the household . Role performance reflects 

role perception, whereas , the dimension ' role performance 

reflects the actual part of the role concept and was 

obtained from farm women . 

Agriculture is the main occupation as far as its 

potential prospects in India are concerned. Progress of 

agriculture will help for rural reconstruction and 

development. From time immemorial, women played differe nt 

roles in their home activities as wives in their personal 

lives with their husbands; as mothers in their 

responsibilities for the development of their children and 

as home makers in charge of the operation of their homes. 

In addition, wom e n a l Go played a pivotal ro l e in 

agriculture and livestock management. In modern agriculture 

too, women continue d to share a number of farm operationG 

with me n . 
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Wome n have t> et! ll cttl (~ qu.J J p.1 r I rH ' r I o mt ~ ll, h es j ch~~i 

their biological and social rol e s riuhr t hro uqli hj story. II 

is said that it wa s t h P. wom e n who d i :;covP r· t• d IH· 

possibility of dome sticiltin<J pl an t· :; for food and il<,CJinninq 

the rudiment s of hoe - c ulture. 1t wa s so wh e n human be cnq 

were in the hunting a nd food gat· h eri n<J H I '"W. WrHnPu who 

first started c ultivation of crop plants and init.idLed t lw 

arts and sc i ence of fanning . Women started gatheri ng see<lf; 

from native flora and cultivated those i n terest [n>m point 

of view of food, feed, fodder , fihn! a nd tuel rJ J"Ol li Hl t llf•i r 

huntments whe n their me n folk we nL in lone:: I I '" ln11rt i " 'I 

Even today wome n ar e trad itionall y known tot· t lu · i r :;r•r·d 

selec tion ability. Rural wome n are nP.ar ly SO. no p p r· rP nt ol 

t h e total rural population a nd are Lhus rturneric,lll y <:dp<~i>l <' 

of playing a pivotal role in th e rural eco n omy. In lu · 

recent part, due to advancemen t of t:echnolo~JY, i 1 ilr~gan to 

be realized mor e a nd mo1:e that a ny cmpn>vr~ rn e nl in 111 · 

standard of living has to start from home or thar H is r li P 

women who set the s tandard of home. 

Chakravathy ( 1963) reported rhat. "unf ontnl ely rltlf' 

to centuries of inertia, i~ IH>rdnce d nd con :->P.LVdt ion, Jnd i dll 

soc i e ty ht=~ s iqnor· (~! d t- 11,11 r o l P 1 l u~ womP il <'rlrl pl ilY in 

soc:iety; so rmlC:h :;o ti t a r 

rig htful co n tri buti o n t. () ~· () c i d l p [" 0 q r_· (_!:;:; " 

Vivekana nd a sc-ti d" just d!J d bird Cd ll!IOI l ly wlt It 1 1 :; cH it ' 

wing o uly, a nc~t. i on wi I n o t ITlclrC:Il r orwiJrd j f th~ wo mPtl .tr·t· 



left behind" . The status of rural women in various fields 

is not defined by law but it is affected to a considerable 

extent by social , economic, cultural and organizational 

factors existing within the community. Women are the 

central figure in the family influencing and serving the 

social, economic and cultural needs and standard of the 

family. 

Farm women play a significant role in performing 

farm activities . Singh (1968) while studying participation 

of rural women in agricultural operations had shown that a 

comparatively large proportion of women participated in 

seed storage, winnowing, care of animals and harvesting. 

Government of India report (1974) on the status o f 

women in India stated that in the rural areas 73 per cent 

of the women in the age group of 15 to 59 years were having 

household duties as their main activity. Overall wome n 

participation rate in farming is as high as 65.49 per c ent 

(Rani Usha and Singh, 1982). 

Rural women work hard and earn l e ss and have 

little or no acce s s to technology training . They are no t 

aware of their rights or privileges. Their work should not 

be confined to 3 ·c·s cooking caring and child bearing but 

should be trained in 3 ' H'S education of hand, head and 

heart. Rural women need to be trained in animal husbandry 

and Veterinary care, fodder raising, kitche n and food 

gardening, money management. Income ori e nt e d skill s , 

health, nutrition, child care e tc. 
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The human society, today is witn essing 

unprecedented changes in al l walks of life due to rapid 

development of science and technology . Conse quently every 

human being is called upon to make adjustments, wh ich 

involves series of decisions. Every action of an individual 

is the result of consciou s or unconscio us decision. The 

present decision has its root in the past of reflect upon 

the future decision . Decision making is an important as pect 

of daily life. An individual is required to tak e many 

decisions in certain important matters in his/her day to 

day activity. Decision making directs the things to happen 

instead of just 1 it tering it to happe n. Achi evemenr o! 

family goal depends upon effec tive de cision making 

involving coordination, s upervision and c hecking of action . 

In every aspect of lif e , professio n etc. the 

decision taken at an appropriat e time has its impact on the 

success of endeavour . In rural farm family fe w, the 

dec isions are r equired to be taken in farming, dairying of 

family activities. In practice, the farming community does 

not take decision unilaterally or in isolation about 

several aspects of farming and home activit i es but they 

have to arrive at deci sions collectively at a pp rnpriilr<~ 

l evel in a rational marme r. Slocum ( 1962) pointed out· t· h.1r 

the decisions of farmers are influenced by t he opinion of 

significant persons with whom they interact. The adoption 

of an innovation is dependent on the d ecision making 

process . 
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The contribution of farm women in a decision 

making process is roughly estimated to be 50 to 60 per cent 

in our country. A general survey of farm operations in 

which wome n are engaged i n c lude application of manurP.R, 

land preparation, seed grading, sowing, dibbl ing, planting, 

irrigation, fertilizer appli cation, plant protection, 

weeding, thinning, harvesting, threshing, s h e l li n g, 

hulling, winnowing, cleaning, storing grains, feeding the 

cattle , looking after mil c h animals a nd poultry, kitchen 

gardening etc. 

Women' s labour and management roles in agriculture 

vary from region to region for eg. in Tamilnadu men uproot 

rice seedling a nd women transplant, while in kerala both 

operations are primarily and sometimes exclusively 

performed by women. Similarly, women labour and ma nageme nt 

roles varied considerably by geographical area, the nature 

of agriculture and crops grown and also by class or caste. 

Throughout the country high cas t e women , who are geneL·al ly 

from land owning hou seholds donot engage in field work, 

although they are involved in the post harvest phases 

within the homestead. Women from ri c h hou seholds have 

limited role in farm decision making and the supervision of 

field labour (Mencher and Shardamani, 1982). 

5 



Farm women in decision making in farm activities 

Stu die,; in diffusion and adopt.ion ol d<Jli <:UIIur.il 

innovations have shown Lhat tanner:; Lake ddvi'a~ ol. their 

wives in farming and households act: i vi 1 i es. They [.'la y .rn 

important role in agricul tural production in India. TIH"'Y 

have to perform mul ti farou s task>~ ol Larm and home. lnd i dll 

rural wome n ca rry a h e avy burd e n o( participati on rn 

diff e rent farm o p e ration s and activiries. ln iidditi o n to 

participation i n fann activities and t· h e phy,;ical work, 

wo me n help al~;o in d eci:->ion mnki riC J wj tl! l ·c ·qdrd to l.tllll 

prac tices and o pera t ion s. Chakra varthy (197!:>) repon e d I hdt 

a s a wit e or a mot he r t t farm wome n tak F• n of c c~ rriP: ·; oul 

d ecisions regarding developme nt· at Lann d nd l1o111~'. Tod ay 1·1 

per cent of the world tood in produ cP d by woll\Pll wit 1 .-I t 

indicat e h o w importa nt their role'~ in lann.iny . Wome n 111 

ge n e ral or [nrm wom e n in particular· dre t ! TI< JiHJPd in 

different activit.ie~; . Wome n co nt~ irnu-~ to b e· rniJr ·qilloili !:c•d, 

unva lue d and unrecoqni Zf~d. Ttu! r·p i :; a tenrl(~ n cy drnonq mo!; l 

administration~~ and policy rnnkPLF> t <J f~eP me n cl!"l 11 tarmPr !: '' 

and 11 Wo me n" as "t armer':_; w i.ve~ " dfld Lo lligliliqht tiH •J J 

su ppor t ive ro le Ct:i t h c~c Lh ctrl t tu ~ i r· " p n1duct i vP. n l I P " . 

Accocdi nq to the~ l~'Jl ce n !:.illS, ~H p e r · t'('l lt ol OLJI 

total agricultural l alloul·~, c: ; , 20 P'" . ce nt o f '" " 1 "' o~ l 

cultivators a nd .29 p e r· ccnr o f our to t a I I i vt-':;t ~><' k a nd 

forestry workers are wo me n. 



Further recent studies reveal t h at 50 to 90 p e r 

cen t ot aqric:ultural operations are carrie d our hy wome n 

only_ Their participation in other kinds of operation, 

mai n ly puls es produ ction , plantati o n crops and coir 

industries also highlighte d that on an average 30 to 80 per 

cent of various operations in these sectors are normally 

don e by f e male workers _ 

Simply consul tation of wome n in farm ing b y mell 

wi ll not sol ve t he problems unless men respect their a dvise 

and con sider them in thei r decision p e rhaps making farm 

women to hav e access to t h e ir earnings and becomr 

economic:ally srrong or self s u f fi c i e n t may co n fPr Lhem wi tl 1 

some decision making authority in the ir families _ 

1.1 Need for the study 

Tn social system t h e valu es a ncl n orms r l "Y 

d ifferent role with members_ Ranking of individual s Cllon~l 

different position s on the social l a dder of exp ecti ng the m 

to pertorm roles appropriate to their social position i,; 

characteristics of th e society_ Linton (1947) pmpha s ·izPd 

that t he be haviour of a n i ndividual should be st udied '" 

the liqh t of a particular cultura l demand wh ich his socirry 

makes upon h irn _ 



the light of a part icular cultural demand which hi s society 

makes upon him. 

The n eed to promot e and e nh ance women ' s 

participation on an equal basis with men in the social, 

economic and political process of rural d evelopment and 

s hare fully the improved conditions of life in rural areas, 

was retreated and elaborated in the recommendation of the 

world conference on Agravie w reform and rural development. 

The WCARRD also observed that the situation of rural women 

has now been identified as one of the critical 

manifestation s o f the growing imbalances which constitutes 

a threat not mere ly to the d evelopment of the female 

population but to the socio-economic progress of the nation 

themselves. 

It is therefore of paramount i mportance to study 

t h e work roles of farm wom e n so that the concer n ed 

organ i zations might have a better exte n sion of rural 

services strategy to orient their programmes to achieve 

best results. 

' Woma n' is the mother of t he race or is a liaison 

between generations Nehru once said (Desai , 1967) to a waken 

people it is the woman who must be a wakened
1
once she is on 

move the family moves the village moves, the nation moves " . 

Farm women also play important role in decision 

making in farm activities. Their opinion and suggestions 

also carry weightage at the time of decision making about 
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fnrminq operations. It was therefore considered to b" 

worthwiJe to srudy the role perspective of farm women til 

decision making. The following specific objectives werP 

decided for the study. 

1.2 Objectives of the study 

l. 

2. 

:l. 

4. 

To study profile of farm women 

personal, social , economic psychological and 

community variables. 

To identify different role perception of filnn 

women regarding farm and home related activities 

To know the role performed by farm women in 

rl er.ision making relaterl to farm and home arrivity 

To explore t he relationship between the 

characteristics of farm women and their rolf' 

perception and role performed in rleci sinn makin'l 

1.3 Scop e and limitations 

The study will be helpful in finding Oil! t.he lact ,; 

about role perception and role performance of ldnn women Ill 

home and farm activities. The study will uneilrtll vdrioll:; 

types of home and farm activities pertormed t•y t hP I"' m 

women. 

The si udy will be helpful to know th e consllltation 

in deci sion making and taking a fi nal action. 

'l 



The findings of the study will indicate about 

perception, performance and decision making of farm women 

in home and farm activities . This will pinpoint the guide 

lines in deciding training and organizing extension 

education programme for farm women. 

The present study has been restricted to Lwo 

tahsils of Parbhani district due to limited time a nd 

facilities at the disposal of the researchers. 

The generalizations drawn from the findings are 

strictly based on the hon est y and ability of the 

respondents to recollect the information. 

1.4 Organization of thesis 

The report of present study has been presented in 

five major chapters. In the chapter of introduction the 

problem under study has been delimited. The need for study, 

the objectives, scope and limitations of the study have 

been described. 

In the second chapter, ' Review of Literature' is 

given. It comprises of related literature and finding o f 

various research studies conducted in diffe'rent locations 

on role of farm women in home and farm activities , their 

decision making, role perception and role performance in 

home and farm activities. 

10 



The methods or procedure used in the study has 

been described in the third chapter. It included the 

location of study, sample of study, tools and techniques of 

data collection and procedure used for measurement s o t 

variables. 

The results of the study along with the discussion 

there dn have been presented in the fourth chapter. 

The fifth chapter include summary and conclu s i ons 

of the investigations. 

The sixth chapter includes implications to the 

extension workers, future research and farmers. This is 

followed by literature cited and appendices at the end. 

ll 
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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

Findings of previou s research, whether having 

direct bearing or indirectly related with the research to 

be undertaken are to be considered from different point of 

view viz. ( 1) To know the stage at which the findings 

stand; (2) The value of findings on the basi s of time, 

place, method used and its depth; ( 3) Further need of 

research to fill in the gaps and for advancement. A 

researcher, therefore treats the review of literature as a 

precondition for planning a research project . Further, he 

views the literature as a source of evaluating his own 

findings. 

Keeping the above in view, the author made efforts 

to locate literature relevant with his subjects. This was a 

part from the literature which aided in motivating him to 

select the topic to research from the point of view of 

importance of need to undertake research in the subject. 

The literature on which the author could lay hands 

was found inadequate, however , direct reference were scanty 

in nature, therefore, indirect reference were considered in 

the project study. 
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The literature considered by the author is 

presented on the basis of classification made by the author 

in conformity with the requirements of the study. The 

actual classification made by the author is given below. 

2.1 Role perception of farm women 

2.2 Role performance of farm women 

2.3 Decision making of farm women 

2. 4 Relationship of personal, socio-economic 

characteristics of farm women with desicion making 

2.5 Relationship of characterstics of farm wome n with 

their role perception and role performance 

2.1 Role perception of farm women 

The past research finding connected with role 

perception of farm women are described in this part. 

Linton Ralph (1945) de sc ribed role as the sum 

total of culture patterns associated with a particular 

status. 

Sargent (1951) defined role as a pattern of or 

type of social behaviour which seems situation appropriate 

to him in terms of the demands and expectations of those in 

his group . 

Levnison (1959) defined role in three alternative 

ways (1) structurally given demands (norms, expectations, 

responsibilities) associated with a given position; (2 ) 

member's orientation of conception of the part that he 

13 



plays in the organization; (3) the ways in which the 

members of the position act with or without conscious 

attention. 

Straus (1960) stated that Perception is influenced 

by interest, needs and past experience . 

Dalton (1961) viewed as perception is both in 

individual and universal process. He takes the view that 

perception is not 

formally believed. 

so closely to stimulus, based as was 

The personality of the individual adds 

something to the process under certain conditions which 

alter his perception. Further, he expressed perception as 

both individual and universal process. 

Horton and Hunt (1964)differentiated role and 

status as follows . "Role refers to the behaviour expected 

of one who occupies a certain status, and status is defined 

as the position of an individual in a group or of group in 

relation to the other groups . 

Tohnenbaum e t al. (1964) defined social 

perceptions as the means by which people form impressions 

of and hopefully, understand one. 

Parson and Shils (1965) developed their role 

theory with the help of role, personality, actor and the 

alter age . According to this theory the individual can 

fulfil his wants only to the extent permitted by th e 

environment in which he acts. 

14 



Biddle and Thomas (1966) stated that t he idea of 

role was used to denote prescription, d escription , 

evaluation and action. In the broad sense, it may refer to 

any of three concepts - role expectations, role perception 

and role performance . This vie w point was similar to that 

expressed by Gross et al. (1968) in their classical study 

of role analysis . 

Magrab i et al. (1967) stated that the role was a 

pattern sequence of l earned action s ituation, a combination 

of the culture patterns associated wi th a particular 

position or status within a social system. 

In the present study role perception is viewed as 

mental understanding about the farm and home work a nd 

capacity to perform it in give n situation. 

Thakur (1988) conducted a study of the farm women 

where asked to indicate the fa rm activities in which the y 

were expecte d to work . Higher p ercentage of farm women 

perceive that they should p e rform the farm operation of 

seed (75.00 %), transplanting (47.50 %) , farm storage 

( 62.50%) and processing of farm produce ( 92.50%) as they 

felt that these activities involve less manual labour and 

are related with the job of wome n . 

The farm operations connected wi th sowing (5 5 . 00 

%) , preparation of see d bed ( 65. 00 %), application of 

f e rtilizers (55.00%) interculture operations l ike weeding 

(5 2. 00%), harvesting (67 . 50% ), cleaning of fields (75.00%) 
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and allied farm operatio ns (45.00%) were perce i ved as the 

women's job by higher percentage of farm women to a me dium 

extent . Wher e as the operations like seed treatment 

(52. 50%), irrigation to crops (77. 50%), plant protection 

operation (77 .5 0%), wat c h and ward (57.50%) and marketing 

of farm produce (95 . 00%) were perceived as women' s business 

to a lower extent because they felt that these operations 

need hard work . 

Nikhade and Nimj e (1989) r evea l e d t hat nearly 75 

per cent farm women perceived that their services could be 

better utilized in engaging and s upervising t he farm labour 

in the field. 

About 40 per cent p erceived that they could b e 

involved in harvesting, marketing and deciding cropping 

pattern at the farm, whereas a b out one third perceived 

their usefulness in selection of crop varieties, seed 

treatment, and storage grain as other main areas of 

involving farm women . 

Thakur et al. (1991) revealed that, more than two 

third of the women perceived that they should be involved 

in decision making conne cted wi t h preparation of seed , 

weeding operation, storage of farm produce or engagi ng of 

laboures. More than one t h ird of women were of t h e view 

th a t th ey s h o uld b e involved in the d ecision, i n thP 

matters related to purc hase of sale of land, application ot 

f e rtiliz e r s , d e viati o n a bou t cro pping pattern and 
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harvesting of crops. A s mall portion of farm women however 

felt that they s hould be involved whil e taking decision 

about other farm operations. The findings showed that tarm 

women perceived that they should be involved in such farm 

decisions whi ch concerned female laboures of the operatiom; 

which required comparatively less manual work_ 

Farm women in majority opined that they should be 

involved in performance of weeding , storage of farm 

produce, preparation, seed and sowing of crops . Very few of 

them felt that they should be involved in intercul turin<J 

and preparation of tillage operations . 

From the above reference it is clear that Lllc 

women play major role in ' farm operations, however the mal e 

play dominant role in hard work like ploughing, mdrke ting, 

spraying etc_ which require more physical exertion an d 

skill. Farm women perceived their role very well but very 

few of them felt that they s h ould be inv olved i n 

preparatory tillage and interculture activities. 

2.2 Role performance of farm women 

According to Davis (1949) role is how "" 

individual actually perform in a given po sition, as 

distinct from how he is s upposed to perform_ 111 simplP 

terms, role performance is what the actors do as position 

occupants_ The role behaviour is the same as the concep~ 

of role performance_ 
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He defined rol e as how an individual actually 

performs in a given p osition as distinct from how he in 

s upposed to perform in simpl e terms. 

Cotu (1951) , however , expressed two major aspects 

of t h e c on cept of social role; role e xpectation s a nrl n1lP 

behaviour. The rol e expectations represent the "ought to 

do or s ho u ld d o " part of concept, the role b e haviour is 

expressed by the "does or actual performa nce " behaviour. 

In the presen t st udy th e term "role ha s hPPll 

operationally defined as , the actual functions " perfonned hy 

rural farm women i n r elation to their positi on in rh<' 

family. 

Chaudhary a nd Sharma (1961) reveal ed in rhe i r· 

stu d y that rural women participate in agrir.ulturrll 

operation s like manur in9, weeding, level p re paratio11, 

hoeing, sowing, taking care of t h e standing crops, applyin9 

manures and lertil izers, harvesting, threshin<J, sl<>rd<J<', 

carrying the produce from farm to home and a n i mal care. 

Sharma a nd Singh (1970) identified some o peration:; 

viz. seed storage , winnowing, care of animal , harvestin<J , 

weeding, soak pit, s owing a nd applying manure, irrigation 

etc. i n wh ich farm women are actively participatin9. 

Thangona n i ( 19 71) reporte d t h at women':; 

participation wa s high in respect of sowing, transpldnl.in<J, 

storing and s upervision of labour particularly wome n 
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labour. Vijayalaxmi (1976) and Sen (1988) also reported 

similar findings. 

Sithalaxmi (1975) stated that women are participating 

mainly in activities like storage of produce, sowing seeds 

and transplanting and cleaning the fields from weeds . 

Puri (1975) reported that bringing fodder from thP 

field, chaff cutting, giving water and food to cattle, 

bathing and cleaning cattle and making cow dung cakes were 

done by women only . This was supported by Varma and Malik 

(1984), Muntal (1984), Kanwar (19 87), Dillhan and Khirwal 

(1986). 

Deepali (1979) in her study revealed that farm 

women participated to a large and considerable extent in 11 

out of the total 17 family operations ranged from 62 to 66 

per cent (gap filling, manure and fertilizer application, 

harvesting, threshing, winnowing and rodent control). 

Anandlaxmy and Kelkar (1 980) revealed that during 

the harvesting season, utilization of women labour is 

maximum, carrying bundl es of harvested crop to the spot 

where threshing would be done is a heavy task whi ch is 

performed mostly by wome n. Each bundle is carried as a 

head load by women mos tly bare footed walking over the 

sharp s hrub s of the harvested fields. Men rarely 

participated in this task. 

Kanjla (1980) brought to light that the tasks 

which were exclusively performed by women were preparing 
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milk products, milking the cattle , cooking food for calves, 

care and pr e paration of milch animals. Dixo n ( 1982 I 

reveal e d that ploughing and irrigation were mal e ' s tasks, 

sowing may be restricted to men or women or shared, weeding 

a~d transplanting are women's tasks, harvesting is 

frequently shared and most of the post harvest operations 

(threshing, winnowing, drying, husking, c:leani.n<J, stori nq) 

are performed by women (Gandh i et al . , 1986; Rai, l97SI 

Nair (19811 stated that rural women perf orm 

different type of work and men are not aware of this fact. 

They look after the animals, milking the cow or buffalo, gu 

around to fetch grass and fodder. 

Jelly and Mies '(1984) reported that women dlc;" 

make an important contribution to the produ ction ancl 

processing of other crops, and the care of livestock , 

particularly dairy cattle. 

Dubey et al. (1982) found that t h e women ma inly 

performed the dCLivities suc h as ut.i.lizaL.i.on o l "xc<·:;:; 

milk, feeding of animals at calving time , feeding of young 

calves, feeding of mil c h animals , care of newly born ca .ll , 

providing drinking water to animals, milking etc. 

Laxmi Devi Achanta (1982) stated thaL J.II rnc~lly 

places the entire management of live stock ~~t:. t rt.i.ng from 

cutting, c:o llec:tion, carrying and c haff i ng of forl.cler urto 

feeding and milking, preparation of milk products, cleaning 

of cattle shed, etc. were done by women. 
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Su man Bha tnagar (1982) found that wom e n we t c 

respon s ibl e for taking care of cattle. They collecLerl 

fodder for ani mals from di stant places from Lite field and 

jungles. Oth er related activities were cleaning o f cattle 

and cal Ll e s h e d, f eeding of cattle , milking etc. 

Aggarwal (1 983) reporte d that wome n provide on "" 

average 70 -80 per cent of labour for transplanting, 7o - s<, 

p er c e nt for weeding , over 60 per cent f or lt arvesLi ng. 

The y d o all the husking of seed and other important roles 

in seed selecLion and storage . 

Saiki a ( 1983) worke d out that participaLion rate:; 

of female s were 58 . 3 7 per cent in marginal fanns, 57.7 !Jf' L 

cent in small farms a nd 53.91 per cent in me dium farms . 

Agriculture is th e most important sector promoting 

e mpl oymen t to 97.5 4 p e r cent of the femal e workers both in 

primary and secondary occupa tion s . Out of the Lotal lemalt· 

workers e ngag e d in farm activities , 84. 3 8 per ce n l workt~ d 

full time a nd onl y 15.62 per cent were engaged as part time 

workers. 

S.1 inci ( 19 83) st ud ied that wome n ma na~"rl "1 '"'" 1 !1< • 

household tasks like work in the k itc h e n , care ol 1 hr 

house, care of c hildre n, religious activities, e> r c. Th P 

fnrm women spe>nt mu c h more> rime in t h e k itch e 11 t hall rho,; f• 

of non farming fa mil ies who we re main ly t h e labour c li'l ss 

women , wh o were e ither paid in c a s h or kind. [n arldi r ·i ort 

t h e sowing and harvesting period r equired much more> t· ·i me of 

home maker than t he slack period . 
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Baj wa ( 1984) recorded that women from farm 

families participated more in storage, sowing, kitchen 

gardening, care of implements, storage of fertilizers a nd 

insecticides, composition and prepa ring produce for the 

market than those of non-farming families. 

Sridevi ( 1984) revealed that wom e n from 

agriculturally progressive villages spent on an average 8.2 

hours per day on farm as compared to 7 . 6 hours per day by 

women farm workers could work for about 250 days in a year 

in the progressive village compared to about 210 days in 

the less progressive village. 

Laxmi Devi and Venku Reddy (1984) stated that 

women performed maj or role in cleaning cattle and cattle 

shed, feeding cattle, milking cattle, taking care of sick 

cattle, buying and storing catt le fe e d and dairy 

equipments . 

Malki t Kaur and Sharma (1985) found that in 

majority of cases (66.10 %) femal e alone were responsible 

for care of animals particularly in feeding and cleaning, 

milking, cleaning cattle shed responsibility of both mal e 

and female and only in 1 .5 0 per cent it was done by males 

only. Thus it is clear that animal care was more or l ess a 

female domain. 

Saxena and Bhatnagar (1985) found t h at 

participation of women in farm activities was more or l ess 

same for tribal as well as non tribal farm women (about 

8. 25 per day) . 
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Dak et. al. {1986) revealed that maj ority of farm 

women pl ayen monopoli zing or domjnant role in 8 out of 17 

agricultural tasks; four of them are tending cattle, 

collecting fodder and selling livestock products. 

Satapathy {1987) found that participation of farm 

women, especially in respect of s mall holding, wa s quit e 

substantial in respect of all important animal related 

activities. Involvement of women in milking and marketing 

was independent of land holding systems. 

Gupta and Gupta {1987) stated that women played a 

considerably e qual role in economi c developme nt Til"i l 

major role was tending cattles and in poultry keepin'oj. 

Yadav and Azad { 19 8 7) stated that the 

participation of wom en in agricult ur e and allied 

enterprises as wage earners confined only to the female 

workers of scheduled castes. Besides, working as wage 

earners, the female workers are also engaged in maintenance 

of their milch cattle and arrangement of fodder for them. 

Kanta Kapoor {1988) found that in a case study 

conducted at Chandigar~ on an average family fe mal e 

labourers spend more than 60.00 per cent of their time in 

subsidiary activities. Her labour input is maximum in 

fodder collection followed by cleaning of cow shed and in 

preparation of farm yard manure. A study on some aspects of 

animal husbandry in Pudukottai district in Tamilnadu has 

observed that in major animal related tasks of cleaning, 
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feeding, milking and grazing women are predominate. It is 

only in taking care of sick animals that me n play important 

role. 

Om Prakash (1988) revealed that the farm women 

devotes maximum time in home management activities i. e. 

21.96 per cent followed by 19.38, 8.33 and 5.33 per cent 

in dairying, agriculture and miscellaneou s activities 

respectively. 

Anandalakshmy and Swahney (1988) concluded that 

women play a prominent role in crop cultivation, posr ­

harvest operations, food management and management of milch 

cattle and milk product s. All wome n i n rural areas, 

irrespective of their age, size of their family, size of 

land holding, caste and community, perform maj or role. The 

decisions made regarding payment of daily food given to 

expectant and nursing mothers and storage of farm produce. 

Bhople and Thakur (1988) stated that higher 

percentage of farm women perform the farm operations 

connected with preparation of seed (60.00%), transplanting 

(42. 50%), farm storage (60. 00%) and processing of farm 

produce (77.50%) to a higher ext e nt . Again could be seen 

that majority of the farm women actually found to be 

performing the job related to sowing (52.50%), application 

of fertilizers (52. 50%) , interculture operations ( 67. 50%) , 

harvesting (70.00%), threshing (4 5 .00%), cleaning of fields 

·(65. 00%) and allied operation s to a medium extent with 
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regard to the farm's activities related with seed treatment 

(55 . 00%), irrigation (82.50%), watch and ward (70.00%) and 

marketing of farm produce (87.50%) were found to have been 

carried to a lower extent by majority of the farm women. 

The role performance of farm women therefore, seems to be 

going alongwith role perception. The operations involving 

less skill and manual labour are found to be generally 

performed by the farm women. 

Dakhore et al. (1988) reported that most of the 

respondents were engaged in agricultural work s like 

cleaning of field from stuffs (88.33%) preparation of 

compost from waste farm product and cow dung (68.33 %) and 

uppllcalion ol [•'YM ( S1.G'/ \) pr ·i<> r· t<> nt o~r· t <>I t· tll' m<>n ::<><> ll 

As regards activity in the field of animal 

husbandry was concerned, it was found that most of the farm 

women were engaged in activities like, feeding of mil c h 

animals and maintenance of cleanliness in animal s heds 

regularly milking of animals (96.67%) care of milch 

animals (95.00%), care of new born calves (93.33%) and 

care of pregnant animals (90.00%) were same of other 

activities frequently performed by them. 

Some other activities like, feeding of animals, 

preparation of milk products were performed by above 50 per 

cent of farm women. Similarly it was also observed that 

special care of diseas ed animal upto certain extent 

(23.33%), goat r ea ring (16.67%) and poultry keeping (H . 1\'li) 

were some of the jobs performed by them. 
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Kulkarni et al. (1988) noted from the study that 

more than 50.00 per cent of the rural women indicated that 

they play active role in housework (97 .62% ), house 

supervision (76.19\), care of children (73.81\) fa mily 

health (76.19%), management of family (64.29%), farm work 

(76.19%) farm supervision (69.05 %) and Balwadi programme 

(57.14\) . As such as 42.86 per cent of rural women stated 

that they are involved in carrying out dairy business, 

family planning of adult education programme. Ve ry f e w of 

the rural women said that they are involved in local 

politics of service. 

Nikhade and Nimje (1988) reported that about 75.00 

per cent farm women expressed that their services could be 

best utilized over the supervision of farm l a bourers, 

harvesting, marketing and cropping pattern areas , selection 

of crop varieties (36.67 %) seed treatment, (33. 33 %) , 

storage of grain as other areas for involvement of farm 

women. They further reported that the farm women could not 

contribute in areas like spraying/dusting, u se of 

fertilizers and taking crop loans. Ingle (1972) also 

expressed similar views . 

Sawant et al. (1988) observed that collection o f 

dung and wast e materia l (91.55%) seed treatme nt (97 .46%) , 

harvesting grass (81 .36% ), weeding (83 . 05%), trans planting 

(91.53%) of storage of grain (96 . 61%) were mainly pe rformed 

by the farm women. The heavy operations s uch as ploughing, 
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puddling, leve ling, threshing were done by the male 

members. 

In the area of fruit crop cultivation the 

activities like, cleaning of compound 

the plants (61.02%-) , storage (66.95%) 

(85.56%), watering 

and marketin g of 

fruits (62 .7 1%) were predominantly performed by the wome n 

folk. 

Singh (1988) conducted a study where in ~he found 

involvement of farm women in different activities in three 

villages namely khurppui, Takri, and Nanwan of 

Karividyapeeth block of Varanasi district. Different types 

of household work performed by women were household 

cleaning, cooking, home-dairying, water fetching, hous ehold 

washing, food processing child care of raring practice were 

performed by 93.33per cent to 95.11 per cent women. Only 

44.44 per cent were performing leisure time activities. 

Wairagade et al. (1988) conducted the study in 

Rahuri Tahasil of Ahmadnagar district. The study conducted 

that 16.43 per cent respondents had low level of role 

performance , 58.57 per cent respondents had medium and 

25.0 0 per cent respondents had high level of role 

performance. 

Garcia Ramon (1993) presented a paper on a n 

empirical analysis of the survival strategies of family 

farms in Galicia . She found that women undertake all farm 

tasks. Men are frequent in all of the initiatives and 
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decision making in relation to the farm . However, despit e , 

their productive, reproductive and d ecision making 

activities, they still assume t he soc ial role of just 

family helpers on the farm . This can b e explained by 

viewing farm work as heavily self consumption oriented work 

while the main source of income generation is the man' s 

employment as a wage labourers outside the farm. Economic 

restructuring has resulted in a devaluation of women ' s work 

because of dee ply rated diverge nt for reproducti ve work 

that exists in Spain. 

Shilaja and Jayaramiah (1994) conducted a st udy 

during 1980-90 in Kollarn and Kannur district s of Kerala 

State, to inves tigate the rol e o f farm women in mixed 

family. The study revealed t hat farm wom en ot L•! ll 

performed role such as kitchen gardening, post harvest 

operations and management and ca re of animals. Women 

participated in decision making in areas of seed selection, 

produce storage, c hoi ce of crops, care and manageme n t of 

animals and number of animals cared. 

From the above refere nce, it is concluded that the 

role performance of rural women determines to a great 

extent the success or failure of se v eral production 

programme. Farm women should be involved not only to 

undertake production work but also to market the product s 

more economically. 
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Frbm the a bov e cited l ite r a ture ma ny authors hnve 

con s i dered role p e r fo rma n ce in differe n t wa y . However, i11 

the presen t study ro l e performa n ce has been considered n0 

the actual working position of t h e activity which can bf' 

fulfilled in given position. 

2 .3 De c is i o n making of farm women 

Bratton a nd Bratton ( 1 955 ) have calle d d dec:j.s.i.on 

the smallest unit i n manageme n t of liked it to item i.n 

physical science. 

Dean et al. ( 1958) have d e fine d in terms of means 

of t h em that is a n act in rat iona l to t h e extent iL is 

likely to be effectively toward s the achievemenl of 

economic gain. 

Loomis a nd Beegle (1957) defined deci:;jon as t· lH' 

process where alterna t ive courses o f action are reduced. 

Reick (196 0) def ines t h P d ecjsjon makinq cJC;" 

conscious reasoni n g p rocess. It is carried on in humLJn 

mind, which .i.s usually evidenced b y resulta n t dction or 

changes in the atti t ud es of the i ndividual decision maker. 

Rogprs and Haven s (1962 ) expl aine d decision maki "' I 

as a process by wh i c h a n eva lu a ti o n of t h e meanin'J of 

consequences of alternating line of contact is made and onf' 

of them is adopted fi nally. 
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Brown (1963) defined decision making as a proces s 

by which individuals attempt to adjust their ideas of 

actions to outside factors which are believed likely to 

influence them. 

Arya (1964) stated that decision mak i ng is 

considered as reasoning out alternatives involved in taking 

definite action in solving problems in a dynami c setting of 

farm operations . 

Supe (1969) stated that the process of c hoices ot 

decision making involves selection of goal to b e attained 

and also alternative means to be evaluated for th e 

efficiency in attainment of the selected goals. 

/ Batt (1971) reported that husband and wif e expect 

to carry out many activities together with a minimum of 

task differentiation and separation of interests. They not 

only plan the affairs of the family together but also 

exchange many household tasks and spend much of the time 

together. Similarly there were some activiti.e~~ s ucll .t:; 

making important decision that affect the whol e family, 

which tended to be carried out jointly by husband and wife. 

Puri (1971) concluded that there is a differential 

pattern of decision making . In some cases like marriage, 

farm related tasks, and expenditure pattern, the heads of 

the family are the main decision makers, whereas in other 

cases such as education of children, selection of 

. occupation of children the whole family takes t he decision. 
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llevctr~r; r!t al . (197 2) reported that farm women wen' 

almost alway s cons ult e d i n ma king decisions wi t h r<'<Jilr<'l I o 

various farm operations like g e tting new seeds, selec:ti.nq 

crqps, getting fer tilizer s an d pesticides , nppoint i.nq 

labourers etc. 

Ross (1973 ) reported t hat father mad e r~ll maior 

d ecision whe n a grand father is old, father st il l hel ct him 

in great esteem, a nd grand father always lookect at him for 

advice on important d ecision. In case of mother role i,; 

observed tha t t hey s hare d the responsibility of milking tiH ' 

maior family ct ecis ion with f athe r. It is statect thilt mor he1 

also influence d her husband' s decision by activity in t hr· 

role of me diator be tween him a nd the c h iln ren . 

Manali Patwardhan (1992) found that 32.00 per ce n l 

respondents were low decison makers, 62.50 per cent were 

of me dium l evel of d ecision making and 5.50 per c:ent werP 

with h iqh level. 

Vinila Jai n and Verma (1992) found that ctecis ion 

making was si.gniticantly a nd negative ly corre L1Led 1.11 

i nvolve me nt of rural wome n in animal husbandry prac:tices. 

All I.ndia Corrdinated Resea rch Project ( 19'JH) 

reportect that th e maximum female initiatect the ctecision i n 

farm n"l r~ten prac:tices. 
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The final decision making by male mambers ranged 

between 98.00 to 100.00 per cent . This highlighted the 

fact that the decision regarding farm related activiti es 

are still being dominated by men . 

Further, it is viewed that the household 

activities initiation with female as well as male members 

was recorded to be final decision by females wa s more i n 

certain items. Expenditure to be incurred on purchase of 

non perishable foods (64.80 %) , amount of money to be spent 

for celeberation of fe s tival s (79 .20 %) , amount of money to 

be spent for family rituals (65 .8 0 %) and visit to family 

members outside the village (6 2.8 0 %) and in t he r est of 

the items males dominated in final decision . 

The average scores on decision making pattern i n 

regarding farming, animal husbandry and have a family 

related fields indicates that no decision occupied Ist rank 

in farming followed by home and family relate d and an imal 

husbandry with 2nd and 3rd ranks respective ly. 

From the above reference, it is very r.:ledl" thdL 

women play dual role in home and farm activities. HowevP.r 

the males have still dominant role in decision making in 

marriage of children and education, and expenditure 

pattern. Farming operation wa s also c ons ul ted by joint 

decision. Only female decisions we r e not considered. 
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2.4 Relationship of characterstics of farm women with 

decision making 

2 .4.1 Age and decision making 

Arya (1964) concluded that younger age group nl 

the re sponden ts, depend more upon the female members en 

decision making. As the age of t h e h ead of th e family 

advances, there is a greater tendency to consult the sons. 

Hhamrah (1966) observed that the respnndPntn nl 

younger age group has consulted their wives, brothers, 

fathers and mothers for making decisions. Wives ilncl son:;, 

however, were mostly consul ted from middle age an<'l old r~qr· 

qroups for decision o use improved varieties of crops. Thl' 

older respondents had relied upon the advice of their sons, 

wives of brothers in the decision making. 

Sinh.J (1966) found that age of the fArm opera! or 

play and significant influence over the pattern of decision 

making . 

Deb et al. (1968) observed that the younqer d<JP 

was not found associated with rationality in ciP.cifdO II 

making. 

Hansara (1968) revealed that the age ol larmeL:; 

was non significantly associated with t h e levels of 

rationality in decision making. 

Bhople (1969) revealed that family hP <H i:; in 1 ,,.. 

r:unge <>I \J to -10 year::; collect morP. informat"ion . Mirlrll t· 

aged housewives are better listeners. 



Sharma and Singh (1970) observed that the age dneP> 

not e ff <>ct ex t e nt of participation in decision making. 

S inh r~ e t· al. (1971) found that respondents of old 

age group s most ly depe nd upon the advice of th rir so n :o, 

brothers and hu s b a nd. The impact of age was very clear l y 

observed i n d ecis ion making. 

Nikh a d e a nd Nimj e ( 19 8 8) recorded that age Wd >: 

negatively co rela ted with d eci sion maki ng. Th i " i nd ir.<~l ''" 

t hat with the in c rease in age the farm wome 11 aLe 1< •:: : : 

con s u lted by you ng couples. 

Su n il" Kohale (1991) found that maj o r·i I y of I"' 

res pond e n ts ( 36.8 0 %) b elong e d to th e younq <HJ<' qro11p 

followed by 27.7 0 per cent i n adolescence a nd ol d a<J P 

group respectivel y. The a g e was found to b e positivPly 

r-elated with decision making . 

All India Corrdinated Research Pro ·j prt Repor ·l 

(l'l98) stated Lhat t h e con s ul tation of decision wiL h m.Jl !• 

me mbers and joint final d ec i sion wi th r e gard t n homP P. l ••.rd 

activities arP positively co-rrelated with the aqP . 

ln r.1::e of animal husbandry rela!Prl v.Jri.1 hl •· 

initiation of d ecision with female, and fi n a l d ecision willr 

fe ma le were found to b e n e gativel y a nd s iqnj f icanl I y 

correlated with age o f the farm wome n. So it could tw 

conclud ed t h at as the age of t he farm wome n increased, 1 IH· 

ability oJ inj L.iation of fi nal d ec ision we L·e d ec 1 e,1,;ed. 



The r·efere n ces quoted indi catP. diven; e f i ndinqr: 

with regard to exisLence of relationship ot "'1e with 

rter.isi o n m<lki nq _ Those indicating relations h ip mos t ly l<HIIHI 

that age is positively related with decision m.lk i <l'i 

However, the term positive creates mi s understandinq. 

2.4.2 Caste and decision making 

Choudhari (1973) fou nd significant nssor.iar ion 

with cC~ste and decision making . He furt h er observP.d r h <ll 

middle caste ranked i n high level of decision m<lkinq 

followed by the responden ts of highe r caste whereas lower 

caste ranked lLJst i n the same r.ategory of decision makinq_ 

Vini r" .Tain a nd Verma ( 1992) found th<lr r.C~sre w;.,; 

sig n i(icantly and negatively co-related wirh dnd 

i.nvol vc•ment of womc~ n in dll imal hu shandry p r<1r. t- iCC':~ 

The reference invariably supp ort t h e existenr.e of 

relationship of caste wi th ro l e performance and decision 

making. Howeve r, con sidering the c ultura l acLivil i<~r; of 1 il c· 

C<lstc~r;, it ir; likeJy that vari<ltio n s wo11ld not " " 

signi (icant in respect of decision making. 11 LS .-~ssumPd 

that caste is related with decision making . 
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2.4.3 Education and decision making 

Arya (1964) revealed that the heads of families 

with high educational attainment either took decisions 

themselves (11 . 50 ~) or they consult their wives but as the 

level of their education goes down there was a tendency to 

consult male members of the family . 

Sinha (1966) found that education of the farme r s 

non-significant influence over the pattern of deci s ion 

making . 

Wilkening (1968) observed that influenc e in 

decisions is also affected by educational status of the 

spouses, but the influence is less direct. The re i s a n 

evidence that educational level affect the division of task 

performed by the husband and wife. 

Chaudhari (1973) found positive signifi c ant 

relationship between the education and respondent s a nd 

their decision making. 

Sawant et al. (1988) reported that majority of the 

farm women (67.80~) were illiterate and their average 

formal educational level was 2nd standard . High percentage 

of illiteracy certainly hinders the process of decision 

making. 

Nimje et al. (1989) observed that education of the 

farm women had shown significant relationship with decision 

making. 
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Sunita Kohale (1991) found that maximum number of 

respondents 30 to 40 per cent were illiterate, 25.60 per 

cent farm women were in primary grpup of education whil e 

28.80 per cent, 15.20 per cent and 8.00 per cent farm 

women were middle, high school and college group education 

was positively related with decision making. 

The educational level of farm women was conside r ed 

as independent variables in this study on the assumption 

that education is related with decision making. 

2.4.4 Size of family and decision making 

Chandrashekharn (1961) in his study found that a 

family of three to four children was considered as an ideal 

family size. Economic considerations were identified as the 

main involvement in decisions. 

Arya (1968) found that in nuclear family the 

female members played a very important role in the decision 

making. In joint families either the head of the families 

took decisions themselves or they conult male members of 

the family. 

Bhatnagar and Saxena (1987) reported that there 

was a significant effect of the s ize of family on daily 

time utilization pattern of tribal and non-tribal women in 

home and farm activities. The mean time spent on each 

activity was relatively high for large nuclear families as 

compared to that of s mall nuclear families. In performing 
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agricultural operations time spent by the respo ndents of 

the large nuclear family was comparatively l ess. 

Nimje et al. (1989) noted that size of family ha d 

no significant relationship with deci s ion makin g , 

operationally, family size referred to the total numbe r o t 

members in the family consisting of husband, wife, childre n 

and other dependents . A family consisting of five membe r s 

and less was considered as small family and more than five 

members as large family . 

Manali Patwardhan (1992) found that 47.50 per cen t 

respondents were recorded in the medium ( 5 t.p 6 me mben;) 

and 42 . 50 per c e nt respondent were recorded in the large 

(above 7 members) family size . Significant relati on s hip 

between the number of family members and decision making of 

farm women was observed. 

Family size many times coincides with types of 

small families particularly being nucl e ar famili e s . Howeve r 

the characte r o f s mallne ss i t s e lf s hould have dif fe r e n t 

effects on d e cis ion making than that o f type o f f a mily . 

It wa s t here fore decid e d to ver i fy the e ff ect. of 

the size of family on decision making with regard t o s i ze 

of family assumption was that the size of family i s r e lated 

with decision making. 
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2 .· •. s· Type of family and decision making 

Bhamrah (1966) reported t ha t in case of joi n!· 

families, brothers and wives were found to be mo s t 

important famil y members to have been consulted by the 

respondent in order to arrive at a decision on farm and 

home affairs, although fathers a nd mother had also played a 

major role as advisors. 

Wives and sons emerged as the first two most 

important family members whose advice sought by th e 

respondents of nuclear families for making decisions. The 

role of fathers in this case was not very important where a s 

mothers did not have any major role as advisors in decision 

making of farm and home affairs. 

Arya (1968) found that in nucl ear family th e 

female members played a very important role in deci si on 

making . In joint families either the head of the famili es 

took decisions themselves or they consult male membe r s nf 

the family . 

Nimj e et al . (1989) noted that type of family had 

non-significant relationship with decision making. 

Type of family has received consideration in 

classification of families for which relationship with 

decision making was ascertained separately for each type of 

family . The positive relationship of family type can be 

treated as supporting step. 
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2. 4 . 6 Social participati on and deci sion making 

Dean et al. (1962) found that social participation 

of farmer was positively associated with rationality in 

dE7cisi on making. This was s upported by Supe (1969) nnct 

Singh (1975) 

Arya (1964) observed that from the point of view 

of leadership qualities of h eads of the family , mal e 

members seem to be consulted more than female members while 

taking decision regarding all farm operations. Rut the 

respondents belonging to the ca t egory of non leader rely 

more upon female members when they have to take decision 

regarding agricultural marketing, a sale of purchase of 

land etc. 

Bhople (1969 ) found that social participation did 

not play significant role in decision making. 

Sharma and Singh (1970) observed that social 

participation signif i cantly affect extent of participation 

in decision maki ng . 

Singh and Radhey Sham (1 982) found th~t study ot 

rural women of Azamgarh district of Uttar Pradesh that 

social background had a bearing on dairy employment. 

Most of the above mention ed reference s indicate 

positive association between social participa tion a nd 

decision making. Social parlicipation is inuuciv" I o 

adoption of innovation but the type of participation woulct 
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make difference in decision making for adoption. HP.nC<~ Lil" 

assumption were made that t here is relationship betwe e n 

social participation without giving trend of relationship. 

2.4.7 Occupation and decision making 

Rodman Hyman (1967) reported that the husbands 

mean (average) authority score generally increases in his 

occupational status, education and income, and these 

variables were conceptualised as resources which the 

husband brought to the marital decision making area and 

which gave him greater in making powers were enhanced 

accordingly to the theory of resources, of his wife did not 

work and when his wife had pre-school age children, because 

under these circumstances the wife was more dependent upon 

her husband. 

Singh (1968) in her study stated that 

participation of rural wome n in decision making process 

related to farm business with special reference to farm 

families . 

Deshmukh (1979) stated non signiticant 

relationship between occupation and deci s ion making. 

Chauhan and Sharma (1989) reported that 90.00 per 

cent of the milk production were adopting agriculture as 

main occupation and remaining 10.00 per cent were adopting 

labour as a main occupation. 
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' 
Some respondents are observed to have othe r 

occupation besides farming; of these, main occupation of 

them other than farm labourers and in some cases, the o ther 

occupation is also of major i mportance . It was the r e fore 

assumed that following other occupation beside s farming 

result in better decision making by the farm wome n . 

2.4.8 Land holding and decision making 

Arya (1964) found that smaller th e size of 

holding, the more the self reference of the head of the 

family in taking decision. Larger the size of holding, the 

greater is the role of son or brothers as c omp a r e d t o 

female members i . e . mothers and wives. 

Singh and Sinha (1970) found that size of holding 

had significantly influenced their decision making . 

Puri (1972) observed that wives in respective of 

their size of holding made number of household or family 

decision . 

Chede (1988) obs e rved that about 40 . 00 p e r cen t 

of the respondents did not possess any land and on furthe r 

enqui ry, it was learnt that these dairy farme r s ti e t he i r 

animals and fe ed t he m at their cattle shed. He also noticed 

that as the size of land holding increases the proportion 

of the respondents decreases . 

Nimje et al. (1989) found non significant 

relationship between landholding and decision making . 
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Manali Patwardhan (1992) found that there was 

positive and significant relationship between total land 

holding of the farm women with decision making . 

All India Coordinated Research Project (1998) 

reported that the highest percentage of respondents (about 

60 to 70 \} b eing found to initiate decision with male 

members , the relative percentage of female initiated 

decision appeared to increase as the farm size decreased 

from medium to marginal farm categories. 

Role of women in the initiation of farm related 

decisions was relatively more in s mall a nd marginal farm 

categories in most of aspects. All the women belonged to 

landless category (100\) expressed ' No decision' in 12 

aspects, but in the item seeking employment as farm l abour 

pertaining to landless (5<; . 82\) were found to initiat(~ 

decision with female members followed by ' no decision' 

(23 . 71\) and initiation with male members (20.46\l. 

Further, it is reported that when the picture is 

seen land holding categorywise, many of the decisions were 

initiated by more than 70 per cent with mal e members in 

case of large farm women . This clearly infers that in large 

farm holding category, males decide most of the dec isions . 

Around 15 to 25 per cent decision were initiated wi th 

female members. However, relatively more female members 

(37.5 0\) were found to initiate decisions in respect of 

"quantitative retention of farm produce for dietary 

consumption". 
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The land size i s a major consideration in a dopt i on 

of innovation. It is therefore interesting to know how 

d ecisions are taken by the fa rm women in differen t size of 

hol ding. The researche s cited above indicate relationsh ip 

o f land holding with decision making. Hence the assump tion 

was: limited to exis tence of relationship between these 

fi'lctors. 

2.4.9 Annual income and decision making 

Puri (19 72 ) observed that the income a ff ects task, 

p e rforme d by the husband and wif e whi ch in turn affects 

involvement in decisions . 

Choudhar i (197 3) observed that annual income of 

far mers was not fo und associated with t h e ir d ecision 

making. The r espondents from the lowest i ncome group sLuud 

first in the high l evel of d ecision making, followe d by t he 

responde nt s of medium income group . 

Deshmukh (19 79) reported non significa nt 

as s ociation between income and d ec i s ion making. 

Kanta Kapoor (1 988) found that there was negative' 

correlation of family income and female participa tion rate. 

Nimje (1989) not ed non - significant relationshi[l 

be twee n t he i n come and decision making. 

Manali Patwardha n (1992) found t hat 9. 'iO per cent 

respond e nt s f elt income l eve l be low Rs. 10 ,000 followe d by 

the hig hest 55 . 00 per cent in the income range of Rs . 



10,000 to 20,000. The respondents between family income 

group from Rs . 20,000 to 30,000 were 21.50 per cent and 

above Rs. 30,000 were observed to be 14.00 per cent. 

Significant and positive relationship found between the 

family income of the farm women and decision making . 

Diverse findings have been reported with regard to 

relation of income with decision making. The influence of 

income on decis ion making, therefore, differs in different 

, situations. Hence, it was assumed that income is related 

with decision making. 

2.4.10 Socio-economic status and decision making 

Wilkening and Bharadwaj (1968) found that decision 

is affected by family aspirations and by the economic 

status of the spouses , but their influence is direct . 

Singh and Sinha (1970) found socio-economic status 

had non - signif icant influence on pattern of decision 

making. 

Singh (1975) found t hat rationality in decision 

making of socio-economic status are positive ly and 

significantly related. 

All India Cooridnated Research Project (1998) 

reported that the correlation values between decision 

making and socio-economic status was found to be positively 

related. 
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The ref e renc es indir:ated pnsi t i vr-' '"' wr· I I '"' 

negative decision making with socio - economif' :;ro~111:; wliir·lt 

may be due to different situation s Eor whi r:h 1 h P HfiHl i "'' 

were made. The rural women with relatively gn,o~t.er· suc io 

economic status possesed favourable condition i. e. 

economic, educational social e tc . Wlii r:h Pnab ·l '~'' lipr ro li.o vP 

better contact with technical personnel and lias generally 

competent persons within the tami I y "' o111 uid<· 1 o "'''' i ::I 

her while adopting tarmin9 innovdt· ion_ 

It was therefore, assumed that women wirh highet · 

socio-economic status resort to 9re,ater r.onsultarion within 

the family and outside technical agencies. 

2 . 4.11 Information s ource and d ec ision making 

Earnest ( 1971) revealed Lhdt t li P JH ~f"C{! Ilt ~ltJI' 

utilization of sourr:es like neiqlt tJour- r. t· ,;, proqtr•:;:;ivr· 

farmers and village level workPrs r·ilnkr.ct first :;pcond nne! 

third respectivPl y among all small fanners. In r:rtSP ol hiq 

farmers , village level workers, progrPssivP filrm pr:; illld 

neighboures occupied the firsr three respPr:t:ive sour·r:es. 

Gupta et al. ( 1976) found that. L·adio t. o be 1 li P 

most cormnonly used source of information by farm women . 

Purne du Prava et dl ( I. 'JB7) f o11 n d tlto~t ill" I""" 
housewives were asked as to what kind of persona l r.onta ct· , 

they had with the home ,;cie nc e cha ng e ayent.f;. I' 1 11 y I"'' 

cent of the housewives wen• nol in directly conld<:l will! 

change agents_ Thirty per cent of hout; e w ivP~; ohtiijnpcl 
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inforamtion from radio and Television only. Five per cent. 

had information from circular letter, bullet ins and printed 

lite ra t ure circulated by home science extension agency. 

Sixty t hree per cent who constitut e the bulk popul i'ltion of 

far m h o u se wives obtain e d information from lrien d u 

neighours, relatives and contact farmers. 

Malkit Ka ur (1988) in her study round that 

majority of respond e nt s (51 . 60 %) never had a n y conta ct. 

wi th a ny deve lopment agencies working village. In many 

cases (20.50 %) even if the radio was available i n home, it 

was not con s ide red good for women to switch on th<' r·<'Hii o , 

except that they c an liste n to it from me n' s quarter. 

Chaudhari and Khonde (1990) stated that most ol 

the farmers with high, medium and l ow l eve l ot ed uc;;t.lon 

cons ult e d village exte nsion worke rs . 

The referen ces given above indicat e different 

sources which influence decis ion making . The y also i ndic;;t P 

that some sources are comparatively more inf luencial in 

decision making. Since several sources o f information are 

used by Lhem. 1 L wa s necessary to find out rel.; t i v<> v;; ' '"' 

of each type of source with a view to arrive at t he tot;;l 

values of al l sour ces of i nf ormation us ed, so t h i'l l 

relationship with decision making can be worked out. He ncf'. 

it was assumed tha t greater the total va lue of' source o f 

information u sed, greater will b e the involvement o l 

tec hni cal p erso nnel and family me mb ers and dominant 

decision making. 
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2. 4 . 12 Innovativeness and decision making 

Bhave (1985) concluded that percentage in the rwo 

groups almost the same (49.58 %) i n the h igh i nn ovativen esc; 

and 50. 4 2 per cent i n the low grou p. The relationship with 

innovatiVTtes s and their persper.tive was significant aL 0. 0 I 

level. 

Chari and Nandapurkar (1985) reported rhar nearly 

70.00 p er cent respondents were observed from mediu m 

innovat iveness category, whereas very meagre pPrcenraqP 

fro m high and low innova t i ve n ess category wn ,; o l,;ervf'd 

which was 17.46 per cent and 13.02 per cent 

low ca Legory cespectively . 

from high ,;nd 

Further, this study reported t h aI l here 1 ,; 

relationship between innovativeness and manay e r iill abiJ i 1 y 

which j ndi cated positive and significant relationslti p. 

Th e tarm women who adopt inn ovative nes'; earlir> r· 

tha n the ma j od ty of the fann women had shown som<' d] st i rwt 

charact· erstics suc h as high risk taking abil i ry, hett ,,, 

knowledge, high socio-econo mic stat u s and her I"' 

achieveme nt and motivation. 

Thus, innovation play dominant role in tarmi li<J 

operations in decision making. 



2.4.13 Urban contact and decision making 

Friedi (1959) indicated the role of kinship ties a 

mechanism for maintaining rural-urban connections of 

village family, it is made aware of new ideas, attitudes, 

changes in life style by its urban relatives and increase 

their decision making pattern. 

Salcedo (1968) considered urban contact as a form 

of inter systemic communication b et ween a relatively 

traditional system (a present village) and one that is 

relatively advanced (an urban centre) . He observed that any 

change in a relatively closed social system occurs more 

rapidly if it comes from external influences and encourage 

to take decision in different areas. 

Kivilin et al . (1971) stated, t hat urban contact 

serves as a communication variable in two ways . First, by 

bringing the individual into direct contact with agencies 

of change, whose headquarter of personnel are located in 

towns of cities, by indirectly "urbanizing" the individual 

making more freedom of mobility and choice and lessening 

the social pressures for conformity. 

Urban contacts serve a communication variables, 

whose contacts with cities usually located to new ideas and 

mobility. So this variable was choosen for this study. It 

was assume d t hat the urban contact of rural women might 

have influe nce on their decision making in farm i'l nrl homP. 

activi ties. 
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2.4.14 Familism and decision making 

Mehare (1977) observed that familism of the 

respondents and their decision were not significantly 

associated . But in case of home making, a significant 

association was observed between the familism of the 

respondens and their decision making. The maximum 

percentage (56 . 00 \) of the respondents in high level was 

from the conservative category of familism. In case of low 

level of decision making, the maximum percentage (20.80 \) 

of the respondents was from liberal category of familism . 

The literature cited above indicates that in 

traditional communities familism was stronger and that its 

existence of stronger familism was not favourable to 

adoption. Since adoption indicated progressiveness, it can 

be stated that those having greater degree of familism may 

also have a traditional decision making pattern which is 

not suitable for adoption of innovation . Thus, change in 

familism in rational direction was proposed to be measured 

in the study . The assumption adopted for this study was 

that greater changes in rational direction in familism will 

lead to more democratic and technical decision making by a 

family. 
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2.5 Relationship of characterstics of farm women with 

role perception and role performance 

Puri (1972) observed that number of farm related 

tasks were being performed by females in respect of their 

soico-economic status . 

Singh and Usha Rani (1983) observed that work 

participation of a women of small farmer amongst all the 

categories recorded the highest participation in dairying 

activities (24.00 %) during dairy operations are done by 

farm women in many areas . Among the employed rural females, 

about 89.00 per cent are engaged in primary sector like 

agricultu re, live stock and forestry. 

Devi (1984) revealed that food preparation role 

was expected to be performed mostly by rural women compared 

to other roles followed by child of family care, 

housekeeping and social leisure . 

Laxmi Devi ( 1987) stated that no signi f] canr 

relationship was es tablished between the family income of a 

rural women and her total role performance as well as home 

and farm activity. 

There was no significant relationship betwee n the 

socio-economic statu s of a rural woman a nd her total role 

performance . However a significant negative relationship 

was . observed between the socio-economi c status of rural 

women and her farm activity rol e performance. 
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Size of family and role performance 

Laxmi Devi (1987) reported that there was a 

significant positive relationship between the family size 

of a rural women and her total role performance as well as 

the home activity with role performance . There was no 

significant relationship between the family size of a rural 

woman and her farm activity and role performance . 

Urban contact and role performance 

Laxmi Devi (1987) reported that there was no 

significant relationship between the urban contact of a 

rural woman and her total performance. However, significant 

negative relationship was observed in case of farm activity 

and role performance. 

Family income and role performance 

Laxmidevi (1987) revealed that low income category 

of rural women performed more work in farm act.ivit.iP::, 

while the high income category performed more work in home 

activities. Rural women spent on an average 40.4 per cent 

and 15.8 per cent. , respectively in home and farm relate d 

activities . The remaining 43.80 per cent time was 

utilized for sleeping, leisure time activities, etc. 

Further recorded the total mean scores of the role 

perception of low, medium, high economic categories of 

rural women were 895.44, 886.84 and 838 . 30 respectively . 
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It could be observed from thi s study that food 

pre parati o n and agricultural activities name] y, sowing, 

intercultural c ultivation and harvest acti vi ti es w <~r<· 

considered as more important activities whereas c hild cc~n• 

and alli e d agricul tural activities as l ess i mpo rta n t 

activities by low economic category of rural women. 

There will be no s ignifi cant differe nc e between 

the low, medium and high economi c categories of r ural 

women, r e garding their role perception in farm or homP 

activity. 

Social participation and role performance 

Laxmi Devi (1987) reported that there wa s no 

relationship between participation of a rural woman and her 

total role performance. 

Land holding and role performance 

Laxmi De vi (1987) reported that the land holdin~J 

of the rural wome n was no t fo und to be s ignifi cant factot 

Ln h er total role p e rforma n ce. How e v er , sig ni Ei.ca nl 

negative relationship wa s observed between the land hoJd.i.nq 

a nd farm activity rol e performance. 
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Caste and role performance 

Laxmi Devi (1987) reported t hat th e comJ-lul. eu 

correlation coefficient for caste wa s - 0. 275 wh ic h wa s 

n e gativ e l y sig n ifica nt. The significant n egat .iv P 

relat ionship was also observed between the caste of a rural 

wo me n and her farm activity role performan ce. However, 

t he r e wa s no significant r e lationship between the caste of 

a rural wome n and he r home act i vity role p e r formance. 
v 

Bhople a nd Thakur (1988) reported t hat ma jorLty of 

the fa r m wome n i n all the age groups perceived about the 

perception of fa rm operations to a me dium extent as higher 

percen tage of farm women fall in t hi s category. Howeve r , 

higher percentage of older age wome n perc e ive t har they 

s hould involve t h e mse l ves in farm operation s to higher 

extent (33.33%). Simi lar is t he case in rol e performance. -Pa tanaik (1 994) s howed that farm wome n are more 

involve d in harvesting and s torage of grain than .in ot her 

agricul tural activiti es s u c h as f e rtiliz e r and pesticide 

application and crop decision making. However, t hey were 

fou nd to b e lacking in scientific knowl e dge a bou t storage 

a nd processi ng a nd there is t hu s a need to inte n s ify o n 

post ha rvest technology for wome n . 
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Shaileja and Jayarami a h (1994) reveale d that 

kitchen gardening was most often performe d by large farm 

women . Post harvest operation like storing, clean i ng dl~ 

dryi ng the produ ce all wa s done by thi s category of farm 

women . Besides other ma jor rol e performe d by large farm 

women wa s pre paration of vegetab les a nd f ruit s products. 

The st udy d epicted that s mal l farm women oft e n 

performed role like drying, cleaning , a nd storing tarm 

produce , preparation and preservation of vegetables ot 

fruit· rrorlucrs, t hreshing, preparing and r.arryi nq foocl for 

labourers in the field. 
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CHAPTER III 

IIETIIODOLOGY 

The contribution of farm women in agriculture is 

roughly estimated to be 50 to 60 per cent in our country. A 

general survey of farm operations in which women are 

engaged includes · application of manures, land preparation, 

seed grading, sowing, dibbling, planting. Women's labour of 

management roles in agriculture vary from region to region. 

The contribution of women in the field of agriculture is 

carrying various roles is widely recognized. The farm 

family is aware of the other decisions relating to farm and 

home are intermitted or related as the success of farm 

business and well being of farm family largely depends on 

the decision and interaction. 

To know the role performance by farm women in 

decision· making related to farm and home activity, their 

perception and role performance was also studied under this 

method. 

This chapter includes the appropriate methods, 

techniques, and procedures adopted for development of 

scientific tools for data collection, tabulation and 

analysis pertaining to the specific objectives of the 

study. The description, explanation and justification 

related to the methods, techniques and procedures have also 

been included and are presented under different heads . 
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3 . 1 

3.1.1 

Locale of study 

Physical and social background of study area 

(a) Area 

(b) Soil and rainfall 

(c) Sources of irrigation 

(d) Communication facilities 

(e) Major enterprises 

(f) Cultural background of the district 

3.2 Universe and sampling technique 

3.3 Development of data collection instrument and dat a 

collection 

3.4 Study variables, conceptual definitions, empirical 

measures and categorization 

3.5 Analysis of data 

3.6 Statistical tests used 

3.7 Limitation of the study 

3.1 Locale of study 

The universe of the study was Parbhani district of 

Maharashtra state. With a view to obtain understanding of 

the locale, some of the physical and social aspect s 

pertaining to it are presented here . 

3.1.1 Physical and social background of study area 

Per ce ntage of the geographical area of the 

district was utilised for cultivation of food and non food 
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crops which was considered as the highest in the state, 

since this study was regarding the role perception, rol e 

performance of rural women in farm and home activities . 

This district was considered more suitable for 

investigation as it consists of delta and upland areas and 

the agricultural activities were varied and continuous for 

a major part of the year. 

Parbhani district recorded literacy rate of 47 .58 

per cent as per 1991 census i.e. male literacy rat e of 

64.90 per cent and female literacy rate of 29 . 41 pe r c ent. 

Parbhani district was covered by Marathwada 

Agricultural University scheme under major heads of 

agriculture, animal husbandry, minor irrigation, rural 

industries. 

Women play an important role in agricultural 

production in Maharashtra, specially in cotton, jowar ilrl<l 

wheat region. Cotton is a labour intensive c rop a nd 

provides more work for men and women. This district where 

jowar is the main food crop, was chosen for investigatim1 

so that the findings might be useful for research purpose. 

(a) Area: The district ha s an area of 11031 squ a r e 

kilometers. The population of the district, according to 

the 1991 census was 21,17,035 out of which 10,8 3 ,794 are 

male and remaining 10,33,241 are female . The distri c t 

comprises 1514 villages. 
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(b) Soil and rainfall: The soils of the Parbhani district 

are medium to black cotton type . The rainfall ranges from 

BOO mm to 1200 mm per annum which is spread over from June 

to Septembr . However, winter s howers during the month of 

October and November were also received. 

(c) Sources of irrigation: Canal irrigation under 

Jayakwadi project is the main source. 

(d) Communication facilities: This district is well 

connected by road and railway . Puma Town is the commercial 

centre and important railway junction of the district next 

to Aurangabad a nd provides go od mark et and other 

infrastructural facilities n eede d for agricultural 

production. 

(e) Major enterprises: Agricul ture is the most important 

occupation of the people of the di s tric t and jowar is t he 

main food crop . The other important crops are jowar, rice, 

pulses, chillies , s ugarcane, cotton, groundnuts and mango . 

The c ultivated area of the district with various crops 

accounted for 92.06 per cent of the total area of the 

district. 

The dairy, farming, poultry, fisheries we r e wel l 

developed in this district . Under Mara thwada Agricultural 

University, diff ere nt type of research es , field 

experime ntati on, were taken over by different farmers. 

Farmers are wel l educated in different f a rm activities. 
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(f) Cultural background of the district: On ac c o un t of 

closeness to Parbhani city, c ivic faciliti es s u c h as 

medical aid and higher education and also modern cultura l 

recreational facilities like c inema are within the reach of 

the people of the district. Inspite of such exposure to 

modern life of the rural p eopl e , this area has sti ll 

largely remained a congregation of traditional ways of 

life. The village committees have small sections of 

religious group such as muslimes, Nava buddhas and other 

S . C. besides the Hindus who form major bulk. They live 

quite peaceful l y and c oope r atively on account of r hP. ir mai n 

interest which is farming and dairying. Howe ver, with t he 

spread of education, boys and girls do migrat e to the 

cities for education and with the desire to obtain urban 

comforts so for unknonwn . The village leaders hip has now 

become more attentive to the welfare of the people because 

the people have now become more sensitive to their rights 

and priviledges, with the introduction of modern technology 

o f agricultur e a nd o th e r as p ects of li fe a n d al s o 

el ectrification, transport, communi cation education etc. It 

is likely that in the near f uture the life o f t he people 

and the pattern of family system will undergo changes whi c h 

have already become apparent The joint fa mili es are 

gradually breaking and giving place to nucl e ar ones . 

Educated members are finding employment out side 

agriculture and do not show preference to rura l lif e . The 
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affluent section are changing their mode of life by using 

modern furniture, crockery, radio, television as western 

type of clothing, against the desires of the elderly 

persons in the family. 

3.2 Universe and sa-pling technique 

Ex-post-facto research design was adopted for the 

study. Purposive and stratified random sampling procedures 

were used for the conduct of the study. 

Selection of block: Parbhani district comprised 12 blocks 

and Gangakhed, Purna block were selected randomly . At t h e 

third stage, three villages from each taluka places we r e 

selected to represent the study. The villages selected 

were . 

Sr . 
No . 

1 . 

2 . 

Thasil 

Gangakhed 

Puma 

Name of the villages 

Kodri, Kerwadi, Ukhali 

Aadgaon, Aherwadi, Katne s hwar 

At fourth stage the respondents were selected 

randomly. From each of the selected villages, twenty five 

farm women having land in family were selec ted f or the 

study. Thus total respondents were 150 rural wome n . 
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3.3 Development of data collection, 

data collection 

instrument and 

In general, the word questionnaire refers to a 

device for securing answers to questions by usinq a form 

which the respondent fills in herself. 

Rating schedules are used for sociological or 

psychological research and vocational guidance. Looking 

into the advantage of questionnaires and interview both the 

methods were implemented for the collection of data. The 

questiormaire c um interview schedule was prepared to elicit 

the general information as follows: 

Name of the rural women: 

Age of the rural women : 

Education of rural women: 

Income : 

Size of the family: 

Type of the family: 

Land holding: 

Occupation: 

Social participation: 

Th e specific information col l ected through 

questionnaire· cum interview schedule is as followin~ : 

Urban contact of the rural women: 

Familism of the rural women: 

Perspective role of the rural women: 

Role perception and role performance: 

Decision making of rural women: 
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3. 3 . ~ Pretesting of questionnaire cum interview s chedule 

" Bajpa l views" whatever may be the deqree of 

precaution taken, some slips are bound to be left out a nd 

cannot be located unless the sch edule has been put inlo 

operation and "pretesting was primarily aimed at: confirminq 

w~et h er the language used in the schedule is simpl e , 

understandable, words are appropriate and generating 

correct interpretation. It is also helpful in avoiding 

repetitions and omissions. 

Twenty five rural wome n exclusive of the final 

sample were interviewed and in accordance with response 

obtained necessary alterations were incorporated. As the 

survey was to be carried out in rural area , taking into 

consideration the grasping capacity of the rural women and 

to give a clear view and be t ter u nderst a ndinq th~ 

questionnaire cum interview, schedule was translated in 

Marathi and it was administered in both the language. 

3. 3. 2 Colle ction of data 

The data were collected by implemen~ ing s urvey 

method, with the h elp of prepared questi onnaire cum 

interview schedul e by the investigator. The time taken tnr 

completion of survey for a target group of 150 rural wome n 

wa s four months. 

Any systematic study s hould essentially be based 

on sound theoretical model. A researcher develops a model 

for the purpose of his study. Based on the discussion 

foregoing review of the past research , a conceptual model 

has been developed for the present study a nd d e picted in 

Fig. 2. 
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Independent variables 

1. Age 

2 _ Caste 

3 _ Education 

4_ Size of family 

s_ Type of family 

6 . Social participation 

7_ Occupation 

8. Land holding 

9. Annual income 

10 . Socio - economic status 

11. Information source 

12. Innovativeness 

13. Urban contact 

l4 _ Familism 

J Dependent variables - ] 

{7 
Role perspective 

Role perception 

Role performance 

Decision making 

Fig. 2 Conceptual model of study 



To r each t he taluka place and the rural villages, 

t h e facility of state transport was utilized, as all the 

places were at about a distance of 30 to 50 km. It was 

possible to r eturn to bac k Parbhani in the evening. In some 

remote places where the state transport was not possible, 

personal vehicle was use d . 

At eac h ta luka, place of village , a resource 

person wa s contacted as the investigator was ne w to the 

place. In order to facilitate rapport bu ilding and 

communi t y wi thin the area, this resource person wa s very 

helpful. The resource persons helped the investigator to 

contac t the respondents and facilitate interview. 

For conducting the interview, t he farm women were 

personally contacted by the investigator introduced 

herself, a nd gave a brief idea about t he study and purpose 

it. The resp o ndents were take n into confidence and 

expla ined that the i n formation received from them will be 

be maintained confidential. 

3.4 Study variables, conceptual definitions, empirical 

measures and categorization 

The following table gives the details of variables 

and the ir empirical measurement. 
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Variables 

1. Personal 
characteristic 

2. Socio-economic 

3. Other 
characteristics 

B. Dependent 
variables 

Independent 

i) Age 

ii) Caste 
iii) Education 

i) Size of 
family 

ii) Type of 
family 

iii) Social 
participation 

iv) Occupation 
v) Land holding 

vi) Annual income 
vii) Socio-economic 

status 

i) Information 
source. 

ii) Innovativeness 

iii) Urban contact 

iv) Familism 

i) Role perspec­
tive 

ii) Role perfor-
mance 

iii) Role preception 

iv) Decision making 
score obtained. 
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Measured used 

Chronogical age of 
the respondents . 
Score obtained. 
Year of schooling 

Actual number of 
respondents 
independent & joint 
Independent or 
joint 
Score obtained 

Score obtained 
Actual number of 
acres of land. 
Actual gross income 
Score obtained. 

Score developed. 

Scale developed 
by Singh (1972). 

Structured schedule 
developed for the 
study by Laxmidevi 
Scale developed by 
Nikhade 

Different pers pec ­
tive inventoL-y 
was prepared. 

Scale developed by 
Laxmidevi. 
Scale developed 
by Laxmidevi 

Score obtained 



3.4.1 Selection of tools 

In ord e r t o carryout field research, the tools 

us e d i n the study were developed. "Role perception scale " 

was developed by investigator to meas u re the role 

perception , they did not cover up the major and important 

aspects of home and farm activities. 

3. 4 .2 Deve lopment of Role Perception Scale 

A role is a p attern or type of social behaviour 

which situational ity appropriate in t e rms of the de ma nds or 

expectations of a group. Horton and Hun t (1964) refers to 

role the behaviour expected of on e who occup ie:> a certain 

sta tus and status is d e fin e d as the po sition of ~n 

individual in a group or of group in r elat ion to the other 

group s. 

Dalton and Robert (1961) viewed perception is both 

i n i nd i vidual and unive rsal process. The personality ot the 

individual adds somethi ng to the process under cert d t il 

conditions which a lter his perceptions. Man acts upon ht:; 

ideas, who he t hink s , what h e b elieves a nd wh at. lir 

anticipates. The scale was deve loped by applying the Likerr 

technique of summated rating (Edward, 1969) The steps 

followe d i n the deve lopme nt of t he scale were 9iven below. 
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3.4.2.1 Selection of statements 

The first step followed in the devel opment of a 

scale wa s obtaining stateme nts . In the very beginn i ng, " 

list of home a nd farm activity performed by rural women wa s 

prepared. This li st was pre pared after discussion with 

expert members. On the basis of the s uggestions given and 

ratings of the subject matter specialist , number of farm 

and home activities were prepare d . In all 35 stateme n ts 

we r e prepared under farm activity and 31 stateme nt s under 

home activities. The statements thus prepared were given to 

50 judges for the relevance of face validity. The judges 

selected were from Agri cultural Univers ity. The statements 

were rated for the response on a five point continum viz., 

stro n gly agree, agree, neutral, disagre e, stro ngly 

disagree. A total scor e of each stateme nt taki ng , t he test 

was obtained by summi ng up to value of each ite m. The item 

from each compone nt were selected with relatively high 

discriminative scale value. In al l twelve statements o f 

farm activities and ten statements of home activities were 

selected for final preparation of the scale. 

3.4.2.2 Item analysis 

The s ubjects were arranged in an ascending order 

base d on the scores obtained by t hem . The top 25 per cent 

of the subjects (high group) were used as criteria a group . 

The middl e 50 p er cent respondents were deleted. The 
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res pons e we r e ana lys e d to d e t e rmine whi c h of the j 

discriminate most c learly b e tween the high and l ow g rouJ 

For evaluating the response of the high and 

group to the individual statements. The 't' value 
\..--"" 

calculated by applying the formula by Edward (1969) . 

value of ' t' was used as measure of the extent to whi , 

g i ven s tat e me nt d i ff e r e n t i ates b e tween the h i gh a nd 

g r oup . Based on the 't' values the statements we r e a rra 

in rank order . The statements with largest ' t' value s 

selected for the scale . (The ' t' values calculated for 

t ables is give n in Appendix ' B'). 

The statements after being selected for 

relevance and face validity and language, then given t < 

rural women who were randomly selected from var : 

villages in order to ascertain the applicability. 

3.4.2.3 Reliability of the scale 

Reliability of the scale can be det e rmine d 

number of ways. In this s tudy, reliabili t y of the scale 

determined by test re-te ;;:_ and split half method . In 

o f r e lia b i lity the s cale, items we r e a dmi ni stererl twi_c, 

t h e same res p o nd e nt s i .e . 1 5 r u ra l wo me n at 15 

i n te rval. Th e c orrelat i on co - e ff ic i e nt oht ai n e rl w~~ 

0 . 862 whi c h was highl y signif ic ant at 0 .01 level 

probability instrument for measuring perception rolE 

r ura l wome n. S imi l a r t est was appl ied for h ome acti' 
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item selection. The r el iabili ty coef fi c ient thus obtained 

indicated that internal consisten cy of the scale was quite 

high . 

The sca l e wa s furt h e r subjected to split-half 

reliability test. The scale items we r e arranged according 

to their rank order and the scale wa s a dministered o n i1 

five continuum of strongly agree to strongly disagree to a 

group of 15 rural women possess ing different land holdings. 

12 statements were divided into e ven a n d odd numbered 

items. 

3 . 4.2.4 Test retest rel i ability 

This test wa s conducted on 15 respondents selected 

from one village from Parbhani district. The score of each 

responde nt s for a ll items sca l e wa s calculated. The second 

administ r ation to give a suff i cient time gap. The retest 

co rrelation co-efficient was found to b e r 0 . 832 . A 

retest coefficient of co rrelatio n tell as nothing 

conce rning the internal con s i s tency of the test. It a nswer 

the question concerning how much t able of depende n t are the 

measu r ement over a period of time. 

3 . 4.2 . 5 Validity of the scale 

The scale was consi d ered as valid at its face 

value as items were se l er. t e d fro m t h e rural wom Pn 

themselves and also t h ey were got a pproved by the 
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experie n ced judges. Further , the item analysis of 

difference between the means of high and low group and 

selection of items wi th mean difference more than grand 

means different for each item were magnitudes which justify 

the conclusion that selected items had good discrimination 

value and hence indicates the scale as a valid measure of 

perception role of rural women. Thus, the validity was 

built in the process of preparation of the scale. 

3 . 4.2.6 Classification and tabulation of data 

Classificat i on is of t wo types (a) qualitative 

classificat ion or classification according to attribute (b) 

classif ication according to variables. 

On the basis of this - the classification of data 

was done. Fo r the sake of convenience and statistir.al 

analysis the data procured were categorized as: 

(A) Independent variables 

a) Personal characteristics 

i) Age: 

Chronological age of the respondents wa s taken in 

terms of years. 

Sr. No. Age groups (in years) 

l. 30 - 40 
2 . 41 - 50 
3. 51 - 60 
4. Above - 60 
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ii) Caste: 

It was defined as the hereditary class of the 

women. The respondents were grouped into following four ;mrl 

scoring procedure adopted has been indicated, against each 

of them. 
----------------------------------------- ------ ------------
Sr.No. Category Score 
-----------------------------------------------------------

1 . Scheduled caste 1 

2. Most backward 2 

3. Backward 3 

4. Forward 4 

5. Dominant 5 

iii) Education: 
0 

It was defined as the l eve l o f formal schooling 

completed by an individual respondent. The scoring 

categories were made for classifying the responde nts on 

education wa s as follows. 

Sr.No. Category Score 

1. Illiterate 1 

2. Primary 2 

3. Middl e school 3 

4. High school 4 

5. College 5 
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B) Socio-economic characteristics 

i) Size of family : 

The fa mily si ze was decided according t o the 

number of family me mbers in t h e family of respondenr 

Sr.No. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

Category 

Small 

Me dium 

Large 

ii) Type of family: 

Membership 

Upto 3 members 

4 to 6 members 

7 and above 

The type of family r e f e rred to whether the family 

members are residing togethe r or separately. The sr:ori nCJ 

procedures has bee n give n in table. It wa s ca t egorized as 

follows. 

Sr.No . 

1. 

2 . 

Category 

Joint 

Nuclear 

iii) Social participation: 

Score 

l 

2 

Social p a rticipation in the pre sent f: tuoy mea n s 

partic i pation of the respondents in differe nt formal or 

informal organi zation. The me mbe rship of t he respondent.,; 

wa s classified according to participation i n formal a nd 

informal organizations. 
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------------ -- -- ------------ -------------
Organ ization Officiating 

member 

--- --- -----
Ordinary 
membe r 

- -- -- --

--- --- -- -- ------- -- - --- ----- ---------------- -- ------ -------
Formal 3 2 

Informal 2 1 

-------- -- -------------------------------------------------

I V) Occupation : 

Occupation denotes the res p o nd e n ts engaged in 

particular enterprises for t heir livlihood.For the purpose 

of distribution of r esponde nt according to t he occupation, 

they were categorized as below. 

Sr. No . Category Score 

1. Landless labour 1 

2 . Business 2 

3 . Farming/Housewife 3 

4. Farming/Servi ce 4 

5 . Farming only 5 

V) Land holding : 

It refers to the total hectre o f land possessed by 

the respondents . On the basis of land holding, the 

respondents were categorised into following groups . Scoring 

procedures adopted was described as below . 
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-----------------------------------------------------------
Sr.No. Land holding 

------------------------------------------------------- ----
1. Landl ess 

2. Upto 2 hectare 

3. 2.01 to 4 hec tare 

4. 4.01 to 8 hectare 

5. 8.01 and above 

VI) Annual income: 

The income denotes the gross annual income of the 

respondents from all sources. Thus the respondents werP 

classified according to gross income. 

Sr.No. Income in Rs. 

1. 1000 - 11000 

2. 11001 - 21000 

3. 21001 - 31000 

4. 31001 - 41000 

5. 41000 - 51000 

6. 51000 and above 

VII) Socio-economic status: 

The socio-economic status scale developen hy 

Venkatramih (1983) was used for calculating socio-economic 

status of the respondents in the present study. The 

classification wa s done as follows. 
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------ ------- ---------------------------- ------ - --- --------
Sr. No . Category Score 

------------------------------------------- ----------- -- ---

C) 

1. 

2 . 

3. 

4. 

Upper SES 

Upper middle SES 

Middle SES 

Lower middle SES 

Other characteristics 

i) Information source 

26-31 

20-25 

14-19 

8-13 

The term indicates the different sources of 

information used by respondents for gaining knowledge about 

role perception in farm and home activity . In order to 

decide the preferences the scale was developed. The source 

of information was judged on the basis of credibility, 

availability of appropriateness . 

Sr . No . Sources of information Scores 

1. Neighbours 14 

2. Relatives 13 
3. Progressive farmers 12 
4. Local leaders 11 

5. Gramsevak 10 
6. Extension officers 9 
7. Agricultural University expert 8 

8 . Group discussion 7 

9 . Radio 6 
10. Demonstration 5 
11. Field visits 4 

12 . Agri cul t ural exhibition 3 

13. Agricultural films 2 

14. Local news papers 1 
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ii) Innovativeness : 

For the innovativeness , actual score as assigned 

hy the respondent wa s conside red and stated below into 

three categories namely agr ee , undecide d, d isagree with 

t heir score me ntione d agains t t hem. Innovat i veness is the 

de"gree to wh ich a n individual decides earlier than others 

i n hi s social system to adopt ne w ideas. 

Category 

l) Agree 

2) Undecided 

3) Disagree 

Score fo r pos itive 
state ment / negative 

(Depending upon the t ype) 

3 

2 

1 

iii) Urban contact: 

The index of urb a n con tact wa s d eveloped as 

s uggest e d by Laxmidevi (1987) Urban con tact i ndex wds 

construe ed for rural women on the basis of frequency and 

p u rpose of visits a nd duration of stay in the ciLies. 

Th rough the struct u r e d sch e dul e the urban contact was 

measured. 

Sr. No Freque ncy of visi t s Score 

1. Never 0 

2. Yearly 1 

3. Monthly 2 

4. Weekly 3 

5. Oaily 4 
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Sr. No 

1. 

2. 

Duration of stay in each visit 

f> hrs 

above 6 hrs 

Purpose of visit 

Shopping, hospital 

Visiting relatives etc. 

Marketing , improved 

1 

2 

farm and home implements 

discussion with s pecialist etc. 

IV) Familism: 

Score 

2 

Familism was evaluated not strictly according to 

thP d e~]reP oE cohesivener;s in the families hut" from t"hP 

point of view of rational thinking in certain aspecrs which 

favour t he surviva l and functioning of the family goal!"i anci 

objectives are the same and cohes iveness in the family is 

always of advantage. The familism of the respondenl was 

judged from the total score obtained. 
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----------- -------- ----------------------- --------- - -------
Category 

Strongly 

Agree 

Neutral 

Disagree 

Strongly 

agree 

(undecided) 

disagree 

Score of positive 
statement/Nagative 

(Depending upon the type) 

5 

4 

3 

2 

1 

This score of familism was further leveled up into 

three categories. 

Sr.No. Category Score 

1. Highly familistic Scores below 62 

2. Moderately familisties 63 - 68 

3. Less familistic Score 69 & above 

B) Dependent variables 

1) Role perspective scale: 

After developing the statements for study, the 

scale was included in questionnaire. On the basis of score 

obtained by the respondents using the measure ment scale 

were categorized as under. 
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Sr. 
No . 

1. 

2. 

3 . 

4. 

5 . 

Categories 

Strongly agree 

Agree 

Undecided 

Disagree 

St rongly disagree 

Positive 
statement 

5 

4 

3 

2 

1 

Negative 
s t atement 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

After calcul ating total scores, following scores 

categoried as: 

Sr. 
No . 

1. 

2. 

3. 

2 . 

Categories Scores range 

Highly perspective Scores below 62 

Moderately perspective 63 - 68 

Less pe rspe c tive Scores 69 & above 

Decision making pattern 

It r e f erred to the ex t e nt of participation by 

rura l wo men in mak i ng decis i on in all the importan t 

activ it i es o f h o me and farm, through the structura l 

schedule . ~he decision making pattern of rural women was 

me asu red and the score assigned are as follows. 
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Categories Scores 

Not applicable 0 

Only hu s band l 

Family members 2 

7\ll family members 3 

Wife (s e lf) 4 

Wife & husband 5 

Head only 6 

Experts 7 

Jointly 8 

3. Rol e perception and role performance 

Thu s , role performance of rural farm wome n was 

classified into 8 broad categories and these c ategoc ie" 

were further s ub divided into 80 sub - roles (A Appendix ) 

Wi th the help of this interview schedule the rural farm 

wome n we re interviewed on the five point continuum i. e. 

most often, often , sometimes, rarely and never, and the 

scores ass igne d to these categories are: 

Most often performed 5 

Often performed 4 

Sometimes performed 3 

Rnre ly perfonne d 7. 

Never performed l 
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The total role performance score of eilch rurilL 

housewife wa s calculated on the basis of the above scorinq. 

One nl rhe obi ectives ot t he study was Lo Linrl out. 

the role expected of rural farm women as perceived by 

themselves about selected farm and home activities. For 

this purpose the above eight major role areas and 80 sub ­

divided roles under each major role area were taken and 

based on these roles and interview schedule for rural farm 

women were prepared and given in appendix A. 

With the help of this interview schedu le on EivP 

point continum i.e. 

Most important role 

Important role 

Some what important 

LeasL important 

Never 

3.5 Analys i s of data 

5 

4 

J 

2 

1 

The collected data were classified , consolidate d, 

tabulated and analysed statistically. 

3.6 Fo rmu l a tion of r esearch hypothe ses for study 

Keeping objectives of study in view the following 

research hypotheses were framed on diff erent aspecrs o f 

study and presented as follows: 
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1 . There exists a s ignificant r e lationship between the 

selected characterstics of farm women a n d their rolP 

perce ption in farm and home activities. 

2. There is significant relationship between t he selected 

characterstics of farm women and their role performance 

in tarm and home activities. 

3 . Farm wome n are less consu l ted in making decision for 

carrying out farm and home activities. 

3. 7 Statistical tests used 

Keeping the view in mind that the data were at 

least at ordinal level and the distribution of the scores 

were normal or nearly normal , which follows the assumptions 

Of pramatric Statis ti CS, t h e following r i'll""i'lmPt ! rc· 

statistical tests and analysis procedure were used. 

1. Percentages 

2. Co-efficient of correlat ion 

3. Mul tipl e of regression 

4 . Path an.alysis 

3 . 8 Limitations of the study 

(a) The study was limited to nuclear and joint 

families only . 

(b) The age of the respondents ranged between 

30 years to 60 years. 

(c ) The study was carried out on 150 rural women 

of Parbhani district. 

(d) A few of f arm and home activities were taken 

up for t h e study . 
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CHAPTER IV 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

From the time immemorial, women played different 

roles in their home activities as wives in their personal 

lives,~ with their mal e counterparts
1
as mothers in their 

responsibilities for the development of their children, and 

as home makers in charge of operations of their homes . In 

addition, women also played a pivotal rol e in agriculture 

and livestock management. 

With the farm family as the economic unit of rural 

community, women perform a variety of tasks, "in the farm a s 

well as in the home. This calls for completion of tasks in 

accordance wi th expectation, often during p eak periods of 

agricultural operations, home tasks are s hifted to the 

background and throughout the year the agricultural 

housewife experiences an almost unamountable difficulty in 

accomplishing both types of the tasks satisfactorily. 

However, little work was reported on role expectations and 

role performance of the rural farm women in India. Their 

multiple roles are being increasingly acknowledged and 

recognised in agriculture. Moreover, farming is considered 

as a family enterprise which e ngag e women in 

multiactivities with complex role dimensions. Studies in 

this field so far have exhibited a negligible amount for a 

systematic study on women's role. In order to include 

85 



women as component in the mainstream of development s, it. 

is essential to know as to wha t exar.tly she is doing now, 

where she needs help a nd whece sh<e Cdn cont.r·it>ut.e t.o I h" 

d evelopment. 

The chaptec consi sts o[ objectivewise Eindings o[ 

the study. The findings have been di scussed at. the Rnd of 

each section . The sections are 

4.1 Profile of socio-personal econ omic and 

characteristics of the farm women. 

4.2 Role perception and role performance of farm women 

in farm activities. 

4. 3 Role perception and role performance of farm women 

in home activities. 

4.4 Decision making of the fa em wome n 

4.5 Relational analysis. 

4.1 Profile of socio-personal and economic 

characteristics of the farm women 

4 . 1.1 Age 

Age is an important factor whir.h det:f:rmi nes d I I 

important ar.tivitie:; o[ iln individu.<l Tnfonndl ion 

regarding t h e age of the responde n t was collec ted wit.h " 

view to know their distribution in dift ecent age groups. 

It is observed from Table 4 .1.1 that maximum 

percentage i.e. 3 8 per cent of the cesponcient· :; wa :; in •''!" 

group of 30-40 years. The next dge group of 41 to 'iO ye;n:; 

whi ch consist ed 34 per ce nl r-espo nd ents wher·~: a:~ mi nimtJII\ 

i.e. 6.67 per ce n t of the r-esponde nts wil:; in fiU - 70 yei1n;. 
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Table 4 .1.1 . Distribution of the respondent!> ilr.conl i ng to 
their age 

Age (in years) Number 

J0- 4 0 \1! . 00 

41-50 51 \4.00 

51-60 32 2l . \ \ 

above 60 10 6.(,7 

Total 150 100.00 

4 . 1.2 Ca s t e 

Caste plays an impoctant r·ole in decision makinq . 

Higher the caste, better the ability ~. o tr~ke rleci!;ion i'IIHl 

perception . Hence, t h e i n fonnr~tion i<> <J iv<en i n 'l'abiP ~.I .7.. 

Table 4 .1 .2. Distribu tion of the respondents according to 
their caste 

Caste Numbe r Per· r.r~ nt 

Scheduled castP Lll '\. \\ 

Most backward 50 l \. \\ 

Backward 51 34.00 

l"orward 2 \ 1 s. \ \ 

Dominant & .00 

Total 150 \ 00.00 
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Table 4.1.2 i ndi c ates that maximum . e. \4 . 00 pe r· 

cent resporHiP.nl :-; wer · t~ f r·om t ht~ hd <'kWd r·d <', 1 ~: 1 t '. T'J\p 

respondents from forwar·d and dominant co ,~ t e wpn~ on I y J •,. \ I 

a nd 4.00 p er cenl, resp<"c t cvpJy. 

4 .1. 3 Education 

Distribution of the r e spondents in t l1<e d i ( (pr·<ent 

family e d u cation score categoriP.s i s lif'lptu I to c.t urty t IH· 

effect on decision making . 

Table 4 . 1 .3. Distribution of the responde nLs accordiii<J Lo 
ed ucational levels 

Education Numbe r Pe r ce nt" 

Illiterate 99 G&.OO 

Primary school 23 15.3 l 

Middle school 15 10.00 

High school 10 6.67 

College .1 2.00 

Total 150 JOO . OO 

Th e data s h o wn in abov e t a bl e inc1i.c:at(~ r; rhill 

maximum percentage of t li P. r e spo nde nls (i. e . (iG.OO p <' r· c e nt ) 

were illiterate whil e 15. J I pe r· <:R nt of Llr f' r e c; pond <!nt.s li.rd 

...-- education upto primary lev e l a nd only 2 . 00 p e r ce nt 

responde nt s h ad edu cation up lo college I "vc~ l 



Socio-economic characteristics 

4 .1.4 Size of family 

More the number of me mbe r s i n a family, better it 

is convenient to ta ke th e d ec ision with t h e mu tual 

discussion and h ence it is esse nti al to pres e nt the 

information about the same. The data i s prese nt e d in below 

table. 

Table 4.1.4. Distribution of the respondents accordi r~ to 
the size of family 

Family size Numbe r Per cent 

Small (upto 3 members ) 78 52.00 

Middle (4 to 6 me mbers ) 53 35.11 

Large ( 7 and above ) 19 

Total 150 .100.00 

From this table, it is rev ea l e d that maximum 

percentage of respondents (5 2. 00 per cent) were from the 

small family and 12.67 per cent respondents were from the 

large family s ize . 
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4 .1. 5 Type of family 

Table 4.1 . 5 . Distribution of t he respondents according to 
type of family 

Type of family Number Per cent 

Joint 54 36.00 

Nuclear 96 64.00 

Total 150 100.00 

With reference to the type of family the table 

indicates that 64.00 per ce nt respondents belonged to 

nuclear family whil e only 36.00 per cent hailed from joint 

family. 

4.1.6 Social participation 

Table 4.1.6. Distribution of the respondents according to 
social participation 

Organization 

Formal 

Informal 

Officiating members 
No. Percentage 

7 4.67 

34 22.67 

Ordinary members 
No. Percentage 

143 95.33 

116 77.33 

Regarding social parti cipation , maximum 

respondents (95.3 3 per cent) were participating as ordinary 

members in formal organisation a nd least percentage of the 

respondents (4 .67 %) were taking officiating membership in 

formal organisation. 
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4 . 1. 7 Occupation 

More than one source of earning definitely creates 

better confidence in taking decision about any new proposal 

and hence the information about the occupation is givc~ n 

below. 

Table 4 . 1.7. Distribution of the respondents according to 
occupation 

Category Numl>er l'er C(~llt 

Landless labour 48 32 .00 

Farming and business 38 25 .3J 

Farming and h ouse wife 17 11. 33 

Farming a nd service 14 9 . 11 

Farming only 33 22.00 

Total 150 100.00 

Table reveals that 32.00 per cent respondents wen' 

landless labour and 22.00 per cent respon d ents wel:"P. 

farmers . Only 9. 33 per cent r·esponrlent:s were cnvolved in 

farming a nd service . 

4.1.8 Land holding 

Th e data regarding the total land holding is 

important in decision making as higher land holding coven> 

the risks. The data regarding tot.al I dnd holdin<J ol 1 IH! 

respondents is given in Tabl e 4.1.8. 
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Table 4 . 1. 8. Distribution of the responde n ts ar.r.oniinq to 
land holding 

Categories according 
total land hold ing 

Land less 

Upto 2 ha 

2.01 to 4 ha 

4.01 to 8 ha 

8.01 and above 

Total 

Number Per cent 

48 32.00 

14 ~. l \ 

38 25. 1 \ 

17 11.31 

33 22.00 

150 ]00 .00 

The above table s how e d t h at 32. 00 per cent 

respondents were landles s labourers . How ever , those 

possessed land 2.01 to 4 ha were more than 25.33 per cent. 

Minimum percentage of respondents (i.e. 9.33 %) possessed 

land holding up to 2 ha only. 

4 . 1. 9 Annual income 

It is seen from the following table t hat maxjmum 

36.66 per cent of the respondents annual income ranges from 

Rs . 1000 /- to 11000/ -. The res p o nd ents who had an nu al 

income between Rs. 11001/ - to 21000/ - ranked second (3l . .l\ 

per cent) and were followed by t· he rc><"pondent,-; (1 .14 \) wh o 

had an a nnual income a bove Rs. 5J OOO/ -. 
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Table 4 .1.9. Distribution of the respondents according to 
annual income 

Anual Income 
(in Rupees ) 

1000-11000 

11001 -21000 

21001 - 31000 

31 001 - 41000 

410 01 - 51000 

510 00 a nd above 

Total 

Number 

55 

47 

34 

5 

7 

2 

150 

4 . 1.10 Socio-economic status 

Per cent 

36.66 

31.33 

22.67 

3.33 

4.67 

1 . 14 

100.00 

Th e socio-economic status was determined on the 

basis of social and economic factor s. The parameters o n 

social factors included caste, occupation, hous e 

possession , education, socio- politic participation. The 

economic fa c t ors included house hold assets, land holding 

etc. The following category was followed as per the score 

range given in data. 
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Table 4 .1.10. Distribution of the respondents acconlinq t· o 
socio-economic status 

Sr. No. Category Score Number PercentaCje 

1 . Upper S.E.S. (26-31) 13 8 . h7 

2. Upper middle S.E.S. (20-25) n. uo 

3. Middle S.E.S. (14 - 19) 57 38.00 

4. Lower middle S.E.S. ( 8-13) 47 31.33 

150 100.00 

S.E.S. - Socio-economic status 

Wit h regard to socio -economic status, maximum 

percentage . (38 %) respondents were in middle S. E . S. and 

only 8.67 per cent rural women from upper S.E.S. category. 

C) Other characteristics 

4 . 1.11 Information source: This tenn indicates differe nt. 

sources of information used by respondent for gainj n ~J 

knowledge about role per ceptio n in farm and home 

activities. 

The farm women were asked regarding the various 

sources of information they used in farm a nd hous e 

activities. The information thus obtained is presented in 

the following Table. 
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Table 4 . 1 . 11. Ext e nt of u tilization o f source o f 
informa t ion in r espect of role perfonnan ce 
a nd decision making by the respond e n ts 

Sr. 
No. 

1. 

2. 

3 . 

4 . 

5 . 

6. 

7. 

8 . 

9. 

10. 

11. 

Sources of information Number Percen tage 

Neighbour 89 59. J \ 

Relative 18 Jl. .00 

Gram s evak 6 4 .00 

Extension officer 2 .ll 

Group di scussion 16 10 .67 

Radio 4 :!.. £>1 

De monstration 2 1. l3 

Field visit 2 1. l3 

Agricultural exhibit 4 2 . 67 

Visi t to institutions 2 1. 33 

Local news paper 5 3.33 

1 50 100 .00 

It is seen from the above table that nei.ghboure rs 

played an important role in transmitting t he in fonnation as 

59.33 per cen t referred by the respondents followed by the 

r el atives. An o ther so u rce of i n for matio n was g r ou p 

discussion . Other sources were leas t con s ul ted . 
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Table 4 . 1.12 . Distribution of the resp o ndents according to 
innovativene ss 

Sr.No. Innovative ness 

1 . 
2. 

3 . 

Low 
Medium 
High 

Score 

12 - 16 
17 - 21 
22 -2 6 

Number 

10 
39 

101 

Percentage 

6 . 67 
26.00 
67.33 

150 100.00 

From the a b ove tabl e , it is r evealed t hat 67.3 4 

per cent respondents we r e fro m h ig h category of 

innovativeness an d o nly 6 . 67 p e r cent w er~ from low 

category. 

4.1.13 Urban contact: 

Urban contact index was constructed for f arm women 

on the basis of frequency of purpose of visits a nd duration 

of stay in th e c iti e s. Th e urban contact wa s meas ure d 

through the structured scheduled a nd as illustrated i n 

Table 4 . 1. 13 . 

Table 4 . 1 .13. Distribution of perce ntage a nd frequency of 
visits of farm women 

Sr . No . Frequency of visits Number Percentage 

1. Never 25 16.66 
2. Yearly 4 5 30.00 
3. Monthly 21 14 .0 0 
4. Weekly 27 18.00 
5. Daily 32 21 .3 3 

1 50 100.00 
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The above table revealed that urban contact to 

cities was expressed by fann women. Very meagre percentage 

i.e. 16.66 respondents were not having contact of c it ies 

but 30.00 per cen t respondents we re visiting to cities 

yearly but in relation to daily contact to cities, only 

21.33 per cent respondents were daily visits to cities. 

Urban contact serves as a communication variable in two 

ways; first by bringing the individual and through him the 

village into direct contact with agencies of c hange , whose 

headquarters of personnel are usually located at towns or 

cities. Again the stay at each visit that is also importan t 

for communication systems. 

Table 4.1 . 14. Duration of stay in each visit 

Hours Number Percentage 

6 hrs. 118 78.67 

Above 6 hrs. 32 21.33 

150 100.00 

Majority of the respondents i.e. 78 . 67 per cen t reported 

that their stay in the city was upto 6 ltrs and only 21.33 

per cent report ed their stay in city was above 6 ltn; 

duration in each visit. 
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Table 4 . 1.15. Purpose of visit 

Sr . No. 

1. 

2. 

Purpose of visit 

Shopping, hospital 
visiting r elatives etc. 

Discussion with experts 

Number Percentage 

120 80.00 

30 20.00 

150 100.00 

Most of the respondents (80 %) quot e d purpose of 

visit i .e . shopping, visit to hospital and relat i ves, but 

least (20 %) respondent s were giving importancP. to 

marketing. 

Thus, it was assumed that the urban contact oi 

farm women might have influence on their role performance 

and decision making in farm and home activities. 

4 .1.13 Familism: 

Table 4.1 . 16. Distribution of the respondents according to 
familism 

Sr. Familism categories 
No . score 

1. Highly familistic below 62 

2. Moderately familistic 63 -6 8 

3. Less familistic score 69 and 
above 

98 

Number Percentage 

69 46 

12 8 

69 46 

150 100 



Familism was evaluated not strictly to the degree 

of cohesiveness in the families but from the point of view 

of rational thinking in certain aspects which favour the 

s u rvival of functioning of the families. This was done 

because in agricultural families goals and objectives are 

the same and cohesiveness in the family is always of 

importance. The aspects of solidarity and integrity were, 

therefore, to be retained and modifications were necessary 

in structure of traditionality and authority to facilitate 

prosperity. The statements were evaluated keeping this fact 

in view. 

It is seen from table 16 that the highly 

familistic respondents were 46 per cent . Similar finding 

was reported in less familistic type. The moderately 

familistic type were smal l in number when compared to other 

categories . 

4 . 2 

4 . 2 . 1 

Role perception of farm women i n farm activi ties 

Role perception in preparatory tillage act i v it ies 

Wo men's perception in preparatory tillage 

activities was studied with respect to eight operation». 

The data in table 4.2.1 r evealed that st ubbl e collection 

(38.67 %), seed treatment (36.67 %) and clod c:rushing 

(37.33 %) were most important role perceived by farm women. 

Not at all important role wa s noticed in preparation of 

seed bed (39.33 %), applying of FYM (31. 33 %) a nd ploughing 

(30.00 %) and harrowing (27.3 3 %) 
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Table 4 .2 . 1 Role perception in preparatory tillage 
activities 

Sr. Preparatory tillage MI s L N 

1 No. ac tivitie s 5 

1. Plouging 

2. Clodt crushing 

3 . Harrowing 

4. Stuble col le ction 

5. Applying o f FYM 

6. Preparation of 

seed bed 

7 . Crop rotation 

8 . Seed treatment 

36 38 25 45 

24.00 25 . 33 4.00 16 . 67 30 . 00 

20 29 39 56 

37.33 4 . 00 13 . 33 19 . 33 26.00 

33 39 28 41 

22.00 26.00 6.00 18 . 67 27.33 

22 21 41 58 

38 . 67 5.33 14.6 7 14.00 27.33 

36 37 25 47 

24 . 00 24.67 3.33 16.67 31.33 

43 21 19 

28.67 14.00 12.67 

59 

5.33 39 . 33 

34 40 27 42 

22 . 67 26.67 4 .67 18.00 28 . 00 

12 20 26 37 55 

36.67 8.00 13.33 17.33 24.67 

Mean so cv 

2.96 1 .61 51 . 13 

3 .07 1.66 54 . 24 

2 . 96 1.56 52 . 60 

3.14 1.69 53.78 

2 . 93 1.62 55 . 38 

3.12 1.70 54.62 

2.98 1.57 52.94 

3 .14 1.64 52.25 

---------------------------------- ---- ------------------ ------ ---- -----------

MI 

L 

Most important, I 

Leas t, N 

Important , 

Not at all 

100 

S - Some what, 



Fig . 3. Role perception in preparatory tillage activities 
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4. 2.2 Role performance i n preparatory t illage activities 

Not at all p e r-form ed r-ole (Table 4 . 2.2) was 

noticed in activities l i k e applyi ng of FYM (32.00 %) • 

harrowing (31 . 33 %) and crop rotation (32.00 %) Most 

i mportant role performed was reported in activities like 

c lod crushing, stubb l e collection (37. 13 %) a nd highly 

important was found in seed treatme n t (38. 00 %) and seed 

preparation (36 .67 %) . 

4.2.3 Role perception in sowing and presowing activities 

As o b served from Tabl e 4. 2 . 3 , t his activity wa s 

di vided int o eight s ub ta s k s out of which mai n taini ng 

agricultural implements was most often perce ived (36.67 %) 

and never perceive d role was noticed in se l ect ion of sit:<' 

(33 .33 %) and selection of ropes (34.67 %) , sometimes 

perceived activities for a lmost a l l the practices wn s 

found . 

4 . 2.4 Role performance in sowing and presowing 

activities 

Tabl e 4 .2 . 4 depict e d the r ole p erfo rman ce ln 

sowing and presowing activities in whi c h most ofte n 

performed role was sel ec tion of ropes for s owing with 

(39. 33 %) . Twenty eight per cen t: r-es po ndents we r e never· 

performing role in se lection si tr~ n nd d <~ r. i.d) nq d ) sta nce ot 

planting. 
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Table 4 . 2 .2 Role perfo rmance in preparatory tillage activities 

------------ - -- ------------- - ----------------------------- ----- --------------
Sr. Preparatory tillage Mo 

No . activities 

0 s R 

2 

N 

1 

Mean SD cv 

----- --------------------------- -- -- ------ ------- ---- --- ---------------------
1. Plouging 

2. Cl'}~ ;i crushing 

3. Harrowing 

39 36 25 4 3 

26.00 24.00 4. 67 16.67 28.67 

56 

37 .33 

40 

12 20 

8.00 13.33 

35 13 

26 

17.33 

15 

36 

24.00 

47 

26.67 23.33 8 . 67 10.00 31 . 33 

3.02 1.61 53.49 

3 .1 7 1.64 51.72 

3 .04 1.63 53.74 

4. Stuble collect i o n 56 11 27 11 

7 . 33 

45 3 . 14 1.68 5 3 .53 

3 0.00 37.33 7.33 18. 00 

5. Applying of FYM 42 2 9 1 2 19 48 2.98 1.65 55.40 

6. Preparation o f 

seed bed 

7 . Crop rotation 

8 . Seed treatment 

28 . 00 19.33 8. 00 12. 67 32.00 

55 

36.67 

37 

29 19 40 3. 11 1.64 52.76 

4.67 19. 33 12 . 67 26.67 

34 11 21 47 2.95 1.61 54.82 

24.67 22.67 7. 33 14 . 00 31 . 33 

57 

38 .0 0 

26 20 4 2 

3 .3 3 17. 33 13. 33 28.00 

3 . 08 1.69 55 . 02 

Mo - Most Often , R - Rarely , S Some times, 0 - Often N - Ne ver 
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Table 4.2.3 Role perception in sowing & pn~sowinq ocrivit ies 

---------- ---- --- ------------ --
Sr. Sowing a nd Ml s I. N M'·!.ill ~; [l !'V 

No. pre-sowi ng 5 2 

---- --- -- ---- - - - -- -----------------
l. Se l ect i o n of sitr~ 7.(, ]'/ 7.0 I'/ ~)() l..lll I . ',J 1l'l.f.'l 

1'/.JJ 2 4 . 67 11 . .l! 1 1 .. !.! !.! . . !! 

2. Selection o t crops 4 ' ) 9 7.1) I'J 4 ' • /..'Jil \_(,1) •,', . 1 ' 
for sowing 32 . 1>7 6.00 18. 6'/ 1 ~. 6'/ !0. 00 

3. Se l ect i o n of cr·op.s 2'1 3 4 2 4 l.l !'JL: 2.l\O l , ~I 1\ 'I~ I . l H 

Varieties for 18.00 22.67 16.00 IJ.I>I 14 . 6'1 

sowing 

4 . Deciding seed rate 4 6 11 )1 lf> 4f> ). • IH! 1.62 ~ 4.117 

J0.67 7.33 20.67 10.&7 10.67 

5. Decidi ng, di stance 32 32 2 ! lf, 4 7 2. 'JO l. 5(, •-, 1.()7 

of planting/sowing 21. .l3 21 . l.l 15. l! 10 _(,7 !I .. 1 .1 

6. Deciding met.hud ot 50 !4 I'/ 42 I. 0 l \,(,). Llj, I! 

sowing 1'!. ! l 'l. fi'/ :.>.2 . (,'/ II . !! 211.00 

7. To pt·e pare compos t :n 2!J 21 1G 4 'I 2 . 'J'l 1. S'J 'i ll.\ /. 

O[ cow dunu manur1~ 2 4 . f>l J IJ • 1 j 14 . 00 10 .f)/ II. !! 

8. To maintain agril. so 2~ 12 4 6 :!. 0~ 1. 1.11 'i 4 .1, 

i mpl e ments .16. f>l ~) . 11 19. 1 '! 11.00 !0. 6'/ 

--- -- -- --- --- ---- --- ------------- - - ---·---

MI Most i mportant, 1 mp(_n·tant, s SlllnP. wh<~t impor tant 

L Least importanL, N Not dt t.d1 

1 0 4 
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Table 4. 2. 4 Ro l e per:lorma nce in sowi nq u nd prP.sowinq a r. t i v j t" i c~s 

-------------- --------------------------
Sr. Sowing and Mo 0 s N M ! ~ .tn !ill t 'V 

No. pre -sowing 5 

-- ---- ---- --- ----
1. Select ion of s it e J(, 11 'l 1t. 1 ~ 1.n1 . 'I ~~ 1tl . !). 

21.00 22.00 1 'i. 1 l 1 o. r, ·, ).1!.00 

2 . Se l ection of c rops 59 6 1S 11 .H1 J. /.'1 \ ,(,\ '1 '1.'1 11 

fo r sowing 39.33 4 .00 21 . 33 9 . 33 2 4 .00 

3. Se lect ion of crop s 31 30 26 l.l !9 J. U'J l. ~d 1 II. !l ! 

varieties for 22.67 25.].! 17 .. ! .l A . r.·t ).(,. 00 

sowing 

4. Deciding seed rate 54 12 37 14 33 .!., 5 l. 58 411. '/ 2 

36 .00 8.00 24 .6'1 '). ]] 22.60 

5. Dec iding, distance 25 4 .! 21! 1/. 1 /. 2. 'J'I I . 1 '/ '1 'I. 1\ 0 

of planting/so winq 16 . 67 21! .6'/ 1 n. f>l n.oo 211.00 

6. Deciding method of 53 1.! 11 1 n .!/. ! . 2 1 1 . 'l ~~ 1 1!.00 

sowing JS. JJ B.67 2< . 67 1/..00 ). I . . !! 

7. To prepare compost 3 0 34 1& l A .!?. '! . 07 1. 4 1 .,,) _'}') 

of cow dung manure 20 .00 22.67 2 1 .00 1/. . 00 ~ 1 . 1'! 

8 . To maintain afjri J. s' 10 /./. !0 .1. 1 A 1.51 111. 14 

implement s J4.Ci7 1 . 00 Lf,. (,7 ]1 .6'1 1.0. 00 

------------- - -------------------- -----. --------------

Mo - Most: Oft e o, () <Ht e n, s Sc llllC~ t imc •:>, ~~~~n · ly, N NI'V( ' I 
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4.2.5 Role perception in interculture activities 

The data concerning role perception related to 

i nterculture activities as revealed by t he numbers and 

percentages placed in Table 4 .2.5. The percentage of role 

perception in maintaining plant population {32 .67 %) and 

applying fertilizer {32.67 %) were most often perceived 

roles by farm women . However, weedin g {27.33 %) and hoeing 

{30 .67 %) were often perceived by rural women. Sometimes 

perceived role were notice d in weeding {26.00 %) a nd hoeing 

{26 .6 7 %) activities . Never perceived role were quoted by 

very negligibl e p ercentages of women in all interculture 

activities. 

4.2.6 Role performance in interculture activities 

The results presented in relation to role 

performance in intercul ture activities in Table 4.2.6 

revealed that mos t i mportant role performed were in 

maintaining plant population {35 .33 %), applying fertilizer 

{35.33 %) , weedinq {33.33 %) , hoeinq {29.33 %) , 

sprayi ng / du sting {32 . 00 %) Never performed role wa s 

quoted in activities like weedinq (16. 67 %) and very 

negligible percentages were n oticed in never performing 

role in spraying/dusting (9.33 %) and irrigation (7.33 %) 

activities. 
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) 
Table 4.2 . 5 Role perception in interculture activities 

Sr . Interculture 

No. 

1. Weeding 

2 0 Maintaining plant 

populatio n 

3 0 Hoeing 

4. Applying fertilizer 

5 . Spr aying/dusti ng 

6. Irrigation 

MI 

5 

32 

21.33 

49 

32.67 

24 

26 . 00 

44 

29.33 

11 

7.33 

47 

31.33 

41 

27.33 

25 

16.67 

46 

30 . 67 

27 

10.00 

28 

18.67 

23 

15.33 

s L 

39 30 

26 . 00 20.00 

36 31 

24 .00 20.67 

40 29 

26.67 19.33 

39 29 

2G.OO 19. 33 

42 48 

28 . 00 32.00 

36 32 

24.00 21. 3 3 

N 

1 

5.33 

6.00 

11 

7.33 

11 

7.33 

21 

14.00 

12 

8.00 

Mean SD 

3.43 1. 28 

3.53 1. 39 

3.32 1. 27 

3 .4 7 1. 39 

3.30 1. 24 

3.45 1. 43 

CV 

37.37 

39.49 

38.22 

40 . 12 

37 . 72 

41 . 57 

------------------------------- -- --------------------------------------------

MI Most important , Important, s - Some what, 

L Least, N Not at all 
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Fig . ~ Role perception in interculture activities 
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Table 4 . 2. 6 Role performance in interculture activities 

- ----------- --- ----------- -- -- ---------------- --- ----- --- - ----- --------- -- ---
Sr. Interculture Mo 0 s R N Mean SD cv 
No . 
------- -- --- -- ----- --- ---- ------ ------------ -- - ------ --- -- ---------- ------ ---

1. Weeding 27 so 24 24 25 3.24 l. 4 5 44.90 

18.00 33 . 33 16.00 16 . 00 16.67 

2 . Maintaining plant 53 26 24 25 22 3.46 1. 56 4 5.16 

population 3 5. 33 17.33 16.00 16 . 67 14.67 

3 . Hoeing 31 44 26 27 22 3.22 1 . 45 44. 33 

20.66 29 . 33 17. 3 3 18.00 14.67 

4 . Applying fer tilizer 53 21 28 29 19 3.44 l. 54 44.78 

35. 33 14.00 18. 67 19 . 33 12.67 

5 . Spraying/dusting 25 48 35 28 l4 3.32 1.31 39 . 68 

16.66 32 .00 23 . 33 18.67 9 . 33 

6 . Irrigation 51 23 30 35 11 3 . 49 1. 4 5 41.57 

34. 00 15.33 20 . 00 23.33 7.33 

------- ---- ------------------------ ------ ----------- ------------------- ------

Mo - Most Often, R - Rare ly, s Some times, 0 Often N Never 
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4.2.7 Role perception in harvesting and post harvesting 

activities 

Tabl e 4.2 .7 indicated t hat most i mportant ro l e 

perceived in harvesting and post harvesting activities like 

time of cotton picking (36. 00 %) application of 

insecticides and p esticides (4. 66 %) and method of 

transportation (36.00 %), somewhat important perceive d rol e 

were noticed in sale of fa rm produce (39.33 %), tying of 

bundles of jowar fodder (38.67 %) and storing and treatment 

of grain seeds (36.67 %) Only 25 per cent farm wome n were 

n ot giving importanc e to harvest ing of cotton/jowar , 

threshing and winnowing, storing of animal fodder. Twe n ty 

two per cent farm women we r e not presenting perception in 

activities like number of storage bins and marketing. 

4.2.8 Role performance in harvesting and post harvesting 

activities 

In relation to role performance of harvesting and 

post harvesti ng activities (Table 4.2.8). Most ofte n 

performed rol e wa s qu oted i n activities like storing of 

animal fodder (34.67 %) and marketing (34 . 67 %) . However, 

threshing and winnowing (32.67 %) drying and cleaning the 

grain (3 2.67 %) were most i mportant role pe rformed by farm 

women. Equal importance was given to the activities like 

tying of bundles of jowar fodder, storing and treatme nt ot 

grain seeds, application of insecticides and pesticides 
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Table 4. 2.7 Role perception in harvesting and post harvesting activitie s 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------
Sr. Harvesting and 
No. post harvesting 

activities 

M 

5 4 

s 
3 

L 

2 

N 

1 
Mean SD cv 

-------- -- -------------- --- -- ---- --- -------- --- ---- --------------------------

1. Harvesting of 
Cotton/Jowar 

2. Time o f cotton 
picking 

3 . Threshing and 
winnowing 

4. Sale o f farm 
produce 

5. Storing of animal 
fodder 

6. Tying of bundles 
ofjowar fodder 

7. To dry and clean 
the grain 

28 
18 . 66 

54 
36 . 00 

24 
16.00 

so 
33 . 33 

29 
19 . 33 

49 
32.66 

25 

3 8 3 5 
25.33 23.33 

12 58 
8.00 38.67 

42 31 
28.00 20.67 

14 59 
9.33 39 . 33 

3 6 3 2 

24 . 00 21.33 

13 58 

13 
8.67 

12 
8.00 

16 
10.67 

10 
6. 67 

18 
12.00 

17 
8 .67 38 .6 7 11. 33 

39 34 21 

36 
24 . 00 

14 
9.33 

37 
24.67 

17 
11.33 

35 
23.33 

13 
8.67 

31 
16.66 26.00 22.67 14.00 20.67 

3.22 1.77 55.02 

3.69 1.62 43.91 

3.16 1.76 55 . 97 

3 . 62 1.64 45.23 

3.20 1.77 55.61 

3.61 1.61 44.75 

3.20 1.73 54.06 

8. To store and trea- 49 13 55 23 10 3.61 1.60 44.40 
t ment of seed s 32.66 8 . 67 36.67 15.33 6.67 

9. Cotton stock 31 34 28 27 30 3.21 1.76 54.90 
removal 20.66 22.67 18.67 18 . 00 20.00 

10. Application of 
i n secticides and 
pesticides 

52 
34.66 

11. Number of storage 26 
bins for storing 17 . 33 
g r ain 

12 . Method of trans­
portation 

13. Marketing 

54 
36.00 

22 

10 51 24 
6.67 34.00 16.00 

40 
2 6. 67 

10 

27 
18.00 

44 

24 
16.00 

26 

13 
8.67 

33 
22.00 

16 
6.67 29.33 17.33 10.67 

40 27 28 33 
14. 67 26 .67 18.00 18.67 22 . 00 

MI 
L 

Most important, Important, S - Some what, 
Least, N - No t at all 

112 

3.58 1 . 65 46.27 

3.17 1 . 7 6 55.57 

3.56 1.71 48.10 

3.00 1.59 52.90 



Table 4.2.8 Role performance in harvest ing and post harvest~ng activities 

--------- --- --- - ----- - ------------------------------------- -- ----------------
Sr. Harve sting and 
No. post harvesting 

activities 

Mo 0 s R N 

1 

Mean SD CV 

---------------------------------- - ------- -- --------------- -- -------------- --

1. Harvesting of 
Cot ton / Jowar 

50 
33.34 

21 

12 44 31 
8.00 29 .33 20 . 67 

4 9 25 25 

13 3 .44 1.53 44.4 0 

8.67 

3 0 3 .11 1 .5 5 49.80 2. Time of cotton 
picking 14.00 32.67 16.67 16.67 20.00 

3. Threshing and 
winnowing 

49 18 44 28 
32.67 12 . 00 29.33 1 8 . 67 

27 55 25 25 

11 
7.33 

18 

3 .51 1. 48 4 2 . 24 

3 . 40 1. 4 6 43.10 4. Sale o f farm 
produce 18.00 36 . 67 16. 67 16.67 12.00 

5. Storing of animal 52 
fodder 34. 67 

6. Tying of bundles 26 
of jowar fodder 17.34 

49 

2 2 4 7 
14.67 31.33 

51 2 9 
34.0 0 19, 33 

18 5 2 

24 
1 6.00 

26 
17. 33 

24 7. To dry and clean 
the grain 32 .67 12.00 34. 67 16.00 

8. To store and trea­
tment of seeds 

9. Cot ton stock 
removal 

27 
18 . 00 

4 7 

51 
34.00 

20 

25 
16.67 

44 

30 
20.00 

33 
31.34 13.33 29 . 33 22.00 

26 51 30 27 

5 3 .6 9 1.38 37.50 
3.33 

18 3 .35 1.46 43 .5 8 
12.00 

4.67 

17 
11.33 

4.00 

16 

3 .60 1. 40 39 .15 

3 .35 1.47 4 3 .85 

3. 5 3 1.43 4 0 .4 3 

3 .37 1. 44 42. 69 1 0. Application o f 
insecticides and 
pesticides 

17. 3 4 34.0 0 2 0.0 0 18.00 10.67 

11. Number of storage 44 23 
bins for storing 29.34 15.3 3 
grain 

34 48 

48 3 3 
32.00 22.00 1. 33 

28 24 16 1 2. Method of trans ­
portation 22.67 32.00 18.67 16. 00 10.67 

13. Marketing 52 17 4 8 28 
34. 67 11.33 32.00 18. 67 3.33 

3.57 1.35 37.99 

3. 47 1 . 46 42.20 

3 .63 1. 41 38 .84 

Mo Most Oft en, R Rarel y, S - Some times, 0 Often N - Never 

113 



(3 4.00 %), very negligible percentages were given to the 

never performed role in activities like marke ting (3 . 73 %), 

number of storage bins (1.33 %) , storing of animal fodder 

(3 . 33 %) . 

4.2.9 Role perception in allied agricultural activities 

Table 4.2.9 presents percentage distribution of 

role perception and role performance in allied agricultural 

activities. Out of 14 activities listed unde r this group, 

buying of input agricultural seed impl e me nt, fodder was 

most important role perceived by farm women (40.67 %) 

followed by 39.34 per cent, 38 .67 per cent fa rm women were 

presenting important role in activities like collection of 

fodder for animals and taking animal s to grazing, raising 

fodder for animals and feeding the cattle and preparation 

of a cattle shed. Maximum farm women (42.00 %) were giving 

most important role in keeping poul try farm. Not at all 

important role was perceived in activities like taking care 

of sick animals (30 . 67 %) . Milking the cattle (28.67 %), 

cleaning the cattle and cattle shed (26.67 %) , storing the 

dairy equipment and cattle shed (26 .67 %) and engaging of 

wages and farm labourers (26.67 %) were not at all 

perceived role by fa rm wome n . 
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Table 4. 2. 9 Role perception i n a l l ied a gricultural activities 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Sr. Allied Agr icultural 
No. activi t ies 

MI 
5 

I 
4 

s L 
2 

N 
1 

---- - --- -- --- ------------ - -- - ----------------- - ----- ---------

Mean S . D. C.V. 

-----------------

1. To milk t h e cattle 36 32 16 23 43 3.16 1.96 62.13 
24.00 21 . 33 10 . 67 15.33 28.67 

2. To feed t he cattle 58 12 23 35 22 3.55 1.92 54.12 
and prepare a ca ttle 38 . 67 8.00 15.3 3 23.33 14.67 
feed 

3 . To take care of sick 31 38 14 21 46 3.11 1. 97 63.22 
animals 20.67 25.33 9 . 33 14.00 30.67 

4. Tocollectfodderfor 59 12 20 33 26 3 .52 1.95 55.5 3 
animals and to take 39.34 8.00 13 . 33 22.00 17.33 
animals for grazing 

5 . To clean the cattle 29 36 18 27 40 3. 12 1.92 61.68 
and catt le shed 19. 34 24.00 12 . 00 18.00 26 .67 

6 . To raise f odder for 59 14 20 42 15 3.63 1.88 51 . 84 
animals 39 . 34 9 . 33 13.33 28 . 00 10.00 

7. To store dairy equip - 28 38 12 32 40 3 . 08 1 .9 3 62.57 
ment of cattle feed 18.67 25. 33 8.00 21 . 33 26.67 

8. To keep poultry 63 8 20 43 16 3.64 1.92 52 . 80 
42.00 5 .33 13.3 3 28.67 10.67 

9. To c arry f ood f or men 32 33 23 22 40 3.17 1.92 60.73 
f olk in t he field 21 . 34 22.00 15.33 14.67 26.67 

10. To supervise the farm 60 31 32 18 3.64 1.88 51.73 
labourers work 30.00 .00 20 . 67 21.33 12.00 

11. To appoint and give 29 
wages f or farm labour 19. 3 4 

12. To borrow and repay 57 
credit for farm/ 28 . 00 
allied agril.operations 

32 24 25 
21. 33 16.00 16.6 7 

30 35 
6.00 20 .0 0 23 . 33 

40 
26.67 

19 
12 . 67 

3.10 1.91 61.63 

3.57 1.90 53.21 

13. To read printed 
material on farming 
activities 

30 42 34 20 24 3.43 1.76 51.44 

14. Buy input of agril. 
seeds, fertilizers 
implements fodder 
f or animals 

20.00 28.00 22.67 1 3 . 33 16.00 

61 
40. 67 

14 39 24 
9.33 26 . 00 16.00 

12 3.83 1.77 46. 37 
8.00 

MI - Most important , I Important , s Some what, L Least, N - Not at all 
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4.2.10 Role performance in allied agricultural activities 

Fifty and fifty four per cent fann women expressed 

most often role i n act i vities as keeping poultry, buying 

inp u t agricultural seeds and implement and fodder 

respective l y. Often performed role was noticed in 

activities like milking the cattle ( 3 6. 6 7 %) , taking C<H<' 

of sick a nimals (30.00 %) and cleaning the cattle and 

catt l e shed (29.33%). Only ten per cent fann women never 

performed the role in activities as milking the cattle, 

carrying food for men folk in the field . 

From the above results it may be concluded that 

the hypothesis made earlier that farm women play 

significant relationship between selected characterstics 

and their role perception is partly accepted. 

4 .3 Role perception and role performance of farm women 

in home activity 

4.3.1 Role perception in food preparation activities 

Table 4. 3.1 depicts .intonndlion r·, gardi "'l 

percentage of role perception of fann wome n i n nine food 

preparation activities. Th e data revealed t hat a great 

majority of respondents ranging between 29.33 to 36 . 00 per 

cent identify the role most important i n food preparation 

activities. Sometimes important role was maximum in case 

of collection of f uel from fields (29.33 %) , preparation ot 

milk production (28.67 %) , preservation of food (26.67 %) 

However, not at all important role wa s observed in cooking 

food , serving food to family members and guests (18 .66 %) , 

grinding of flour and masala s (11.99 %) 
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Table 4.2.10 Ro le performance in a llied agricultural activitei s 

----- --------------------------- ---------- ----------------------- -------------
Sr . Allied Agri cultural Mo 0 s R N Mean S.D. c .v . 
No. activit ies 5 3 1 
--------- ---- --------------------------------- ------------ -- ------------------

1. To mill< the c attle 35 55 25 19 16 3 . 70 1. 67 45. 34 

23.34 36.67 16.67 12.67 10.67 

2 . To feed the cattle 63 22 33 20 12 3.91 1. 71 44. 00 

and prepare a cattle 42.0 0 14.67 22 . 00 13.33 8.00 
feed 

3 . To tal<e care o f sick 43 4 5 26 24 12 3.75 1. 66 44.4 0 

animals 28.6 7 30.00 17. 3 3 16.00 8.00 

4. To collect fodder for 61 23 37 17 12 3 . 91 1. 70 43 . 50 

animals and to tal<e 40 .67 15.33 24.67 ll. 33 8 . 00 
animals for grazing 

5. To c lean the cattle 49 44 28 19 10 3.88 1.62 41.68 
and cattle shed 32.67 29.33 18 . 67 12.67 6 .67 

6. To raise f odde r f o r 69 24 32 16 4.07 1.64 40.4 3 
animals 46. 00 16.00 21. 3 3 10.67 6 . 00 

7. To store dairy equip- so 42 29 17 12 3.87 1.64 42.43 
ment of cattle feed 33.34 28 . 00 19.33 11. 3 3 8.00 

8 . To l<eep poultry 76 16 35 12 ll 4 . 11 1. 66 40. 57 
50. 67 10 . 67 23.33 8.00 7 . 33 

9. To carry f ood f or men 52 39 33 11 15 3.88 1.66 42. 84 
foll< in the field 34 . 67 26.00 22.00 7.33 10 . 00 

10. To supervis e the farm 72 19 40 5 14 4. 08 1.67 4 0.88 
labourers work 48.0 0 12.67 26.67 3.33 9 . 33 

ll. To app oint and give 56 33 32 15 14 3.88 1.68 43.36 
wages for farm labour 37.34 22 . 00 21.33 10.00 9.33 

12. To borrow and repay 70 21 4 2 8 4.1 2 l. 58 38.52 
c redit f o r farm / 46. 67 14.00 28.00 6.00 5 . 33 
allied agril.operati o ns 

13. To read printed 60 33 31 14 12 3.96 1.64 41. 55 
material on farming 40. 00 22 . 00 20.67 9.33 8.00 
activit ie s 

14. Buy input o f agril. 81 15 41 4.28 1.55 36.4 3 
seeds, fertilizers 54.00 10.00 27 . 33 4.00 .67 
implements fodder 
f or animals 

----- - --------------------- -- ------ ----------------------------------------- --

Mo Most Often, R Rarely, s Some times, 0 Often N Never 
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Table 4.3 . 1 Role perception in food preparation activities 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------
Sr. Food preparation MI s L N Mean SD CV 
No. activities 2 
--------------------------- -------------------------------------------------
1. Cooking food 48 33 26 15 28 3 . 37 1.51 44.85 

32 . 21 22.00 17.33 10.00 18.66 

2. Serving f ood for 48 38 28 15 21 3.54 1. 38 39.08 

family members 32 . 21 25.50 18.7 9 10.07 13.99 

3. Grinding flour 44 42 25 18 21 3.49 1. 37 39 . 48 

and masalas 29 . 53 28.19 16.78 12.08 13.99 

4. Fetching water 47 36 32 18 17 3.51 1.34 38.20 

from well / tank 31. 3 3 24.00 21. 33 12.00 11.33 

5. Cleaning grains 54 35 28 17 16 3.62 1. 35 37. 3 2 

stor ing in tins 36.00 23.33 18.67 11.3 3 10.67 

6 0 Packing food for 45 32 4 0 18 15 3. 49 1. 30 37 . 33 

family members 30.00 21.33 26.67 12.00 10.00 

7 . Collecting fuel 37 36 44 1 9 14 3.42 1. 24 36.52 

from fields 24 . 67 24.00 29.33 12.67 9.33 

8. Preparation of 44 36 43 21 3.61 1.17 32.50 

milk products 29.34 24.00 28.67 14.00 4.00 

9. Food preservation 44 38 40 20 3 . 59 1. 21 33.67 

29.33 25.33 26.67 13.3 3 5. 34 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------
MI Most important; Important; s - Some what; 

L Least; N Not at all 
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4.3.2 Role performance in food preparation activities 

In case of role performance, (Table 4. 3. 2) most 

often performed role wa s observed in cooking food (28.67 

%) , grinding flour and masala (33.34 %) and e qually 

important were given in fetching water from well/Lank, 

cleaning grains and storing them (28.00 %) . However, 

negl igible percentage was given to never performed role in 

various food preparation activities like fetching water 

from tank/well (6.00 %) a nd preservation of food (8.00 %) . 

4.3 .3 Role perception in child and family care activities 

As observed from Table 4.3 .3 this activity wa s 

divided into eigh t s ub rasks, out of whir.h preporarion of 

supplementary food to children , atte ndi ng personal care (30 

%) were the most important roles perceived by tarm wome n. 

Least i mportant role for almost all the activities were 

found i.e. feeding of supplementary foods, bathing and 

cleaning of children, making up children and attending 

p ersonal care were no t at all important role in their 

routine activity because t hey were busy with their other 

works. So they didn't care for these activities . 
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Table 4.3.2 Role p erformance in food preparation activities 

-------- ---- -------- ------- ----- - -------------------------------------------
Sr. Food preparation Mo 0 R N Mean so CV 

No. activities 2 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------

1. Cooking food 44 40 35 15 16 3. 54 1. 3 0 36.89 

28.67 26 .67 23 . 33 10.00 10 .67 

2. Serving food for 11 15 41 35 48 3.63 1. 24 34.25 

fami l y members 7.33 10 .00 27.33 23.33 32.00 

3. Grinding flour 50 33 37 16 14 3 .59 1. 31 36 . 41 

and masalas 33.34 22 .00 24.67 10.67 9.33 

4. Fetching water 44 39 40 18 3 . 61 1. 20 33 .42 

from well/tank 28.34 26.00 26.67 12.00 6.00 

5. Cleaning grains 44 41 42 16 3.56 1. 2 6 35.49 

storing in tins 28 . 00 27 . 3 3 28.00 6.00 10.67 

6. Packing food for 40 40 44 13 13 3.54 1.25 35.42 

family members 25 .66 25 .66 26 .67 .67 . 67 

7. Col lecting fuel 15 15 32 48 40 3.56 1.28 35.94 

from fields 10 . 00 10.00 21 . 33 32.00 26.66 

8. Preparation of 36 53 34 14 13 3.58 1.22 34.13 

milk products 24.00 35 . 3 3 22.67 9. 3 3 .67 

9. Food preservation 46 47 30 15 12 3 . 69 1. 27 34 .49 

30 . 67 31 .33 20.00 10 .00 .00 

----------- - ------------------- - ---------------- --- ------ ---------- ---------
Mo - Most o ften; 0 Often; s Some times; R Rarely; N Never 
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Table 4. 3 . 3 Role perception in child and family care 
activities 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------
Sr. Child and family MI s L N Mean so CV 
No. care activities 5 3 2 1 
--------------- - ----------------------------------------- ---- ---------- -- --- -

1. Preparation of 4 5 41 19 22 23 3. 42 1. 43 42. 07 

supplementary diet 30.00 27 . 33 12.67 14.67 15.33 

& feeding children 

2. Bathing & cleaning 4 3 53 13 20 21 3 .4 9 1.39 3 9. 90 

o f children 28 . 67 3 5.33 8 . 67 13.33 14.00 

3. Dressing , combing 41 46 20 23 20 3.43 1. 3 8 40.27 

of children 29. 53 28 .1 9 16.78 12.08 13.99 

4. Teaching children 43 4 3 22 27 15 3. 47 1. 33 38.49 

and good habits 28 . 67 28 .67 14. 67 18.00 10 . 00 

o f househo ld work 

5. Sending c hildren to 44 39 20 31 16 3. 4 2 1.37 40.19 

school, attentio n 29.33 26.00 13.3 3 20.37 10.67 

t o their home work 

6 . Getting c hildren 45 4 0 18 26 21 3 .4 3 1.41 41.24 

immunized and 30.20 26.85 12.08 17.45 14.00 

taking care o f 

sick. children 

7. Attending o f 47 32 25 28 18 3.41 1. 40 41.17 

personal care 24.67 24. 00 29.33 12.67 9.33 

8. Attending t o family 4 0 4 2 17 36 1 5 3.37 1.36 40.42 

members need 29.34 24. 00 28. 67 14.00 4. 00 

---- ---- ------------------ -- ---- --------------- -- -- -- ------------ -- --- --- ----
MI Mos t important, Important , s - Some what , 

L Least, N Not at all 
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4.3.4 Role performance in child and family care 

activities 

Table 4. 3. 4 revealed t hat the role performance i n 

child related tasks, maximum percentage were found in make 

up of children (43.34 %) , caring of the sick children 

(39. 33 %) and to get them i mmun ized. However, rarely 

performed roles were to send the c hi ldren to school and 

paying attention to their home work (15 .33 %), care of sick 

children (18 .00 %) and attending to the other family 

members need in routine work, urgency, sickness and old age 

(20. 67 %) . 

4.3.5 Role perception in house keeping activities 

Percentage di s tribution of role perception of farm 

women in house keeping activities is depicted in Table 

4.3.5. Based on frequency and p ercentages , it can be 

revealed that important role perce ived in activities i.e. 

s h opping occasionall y for c lothes \4.. (,7 %) , c;lio pp i nq 

regularly for vegetables (32.67 %) and stitching a nd 

mending clothes (32.00 %) . However, they were not at all 

perceived the role to dust and sweep the house and 

surrounding. Least important role (38.00 %) found in 

activities like spraying cowdung water and daily Rangoli 

decoration (2 5.33 %), arrange me nt of household utensils in 

proper places (18.67%) 
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Table 4.3 . 4 Ro le performance in c hild and family care 
activities 

---------------------------------------------------------- --- ------------ ----
Sr. Child and family MO 0 s R N Mean SD cv 
No. care a ctivities 5 2 l 
- -------- --- ------- ---- ------------------------------------------------------

l. Preparation of 54 23 35 13 25 3 .46 1.47 42.70 

supplementary diet 36.00 15.33 23.33 8.67 16.67 

of feeding children 

2. Bathing & cleaning 56 19 39 20 16 3.53 l. 39 3 9. 43 

of children 37.34 12 . 67 26.00 13. 33 10 .67 

3 . Dressing, combing 65 20 34 12 19 3 . 67 1.43 58.94 

of c hildren 43.34 13.33 22.67 8.00 12 . 67 

4 . Teaching children 56 23 32 24 15 3.53 l. 38 39.22 

and good habits 37.33 15.33 21. 3 3 16 . 00 10.00 

of household work 

5. Sending children to 59 15 39 23 14 3 .54 1. 3 8 39.00 

school. attention 39.33 10.00 26.00 15.33 9.33 

to their home work 

6. Getting children 51 27 28 27 17 3 .44 1 . 42 41.24 

immunized and 34.00 18.00 18.67 18.00 11.34 

taking care o f 

sick c hildren 

7. Attending of 55 24 23 31 17 3 .4 6 1. 4 5 41.96 

personal care 36.67 16.00 15.33 20.6 7 11 . 33 

8 . Attending to family 53 23 28 32 14 3. 4 5 1 . 39 40.40 

members need 35.33 15.33 18 . 67 21.33 9.33 

----------------------------------------------------- - -----------------------
Mo Most Often, R - Rarely , s Some time s, 0 Often N - Never 
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Table 4.3.5. Role percepti on in house keeping activities 

Sr. House keeping 
No. activities 

MI 
5 

I 
4 

s 
3 

L 
2 

N 
1 

Mean SD cv 

1. Dusting & sweeping 26 31 18 18 57 2.59 . 69 65 .21 
o f surrounding 17. 34 20 . 00 12.00 12.00 38 . 00 

2. Spraying cowdung 26 34 38 16 36 2.98 .41 47. 34 
water and drawing 17.3 3 22 . 67 25.33 10.67 24.0 0 
rangoli decoratio n 

3. Cleaning utensils 28 33 27 24 38 2 . 92 .4 6 50 . 08 
18.67 22 .00 18.00 16.00 25.33 

4. Rearranging house- 25 35 28 26 36 2.91 .42 4 9.01 
hold utensils in 16. 67 23 .37 18. 67 17. 33 24 .0 0 
proper places 

5 . Washing & folding 27 34 23 3l 33 .92 .43 48 . 98 
c lothes 18 .00 22 . 67 15. 33 22.00 22.00 

6 . Lightening kerosene 30 35 30 29 26 .10 .39 4 5.11 
lamps 20.00 23 . 33 20.0 0 19.33 17.33 

7. Making beds for 29 36 32 31 22 3 .14 1.37 43 .7 7 
sleeping and 19.33 24.00 21.33 20.67 14.67 
removing 

8. Supervision of house 24 36 34 41 15 3.10 1.27 41.06 
hold work attended 16.00 24.00 22.67 27.33 10.00 
by servant 

9. Control of rats, 30 36 30 4 3 11 3.21 1.28 39.88 
coc kroac hes. 20.0 0 24.00 20.00 28 . 67 7 . 31 
mosquito & others 

10. Household repairs, 33 38 25 38 16 3.23 1 . 35 41.80 
mud, plastering , 22.00 25 . 33 16.67 25 . 33 10 . 67 
white washing , 
constructing chulhas 

11. Stitching & mending 27 48 22 43 10 3 . 27 1.27 38 . 87 
clothes 18 .00 32.00 14 .67 28. 67 6 .67 

12. Regular shopping 26 49 24 38 13 3.26 1.27 38 . 87 
of vegetables and 17. 33 32.67 16.00 25. 33 8.6 7 
fruits 

13. Selling goods, grain, 24 46 29 37 
vegetables , milk 16.00 30.67 19.3 3 24. 67 
products, egg , 
p oultry birds etc. 

14 3.20 1 .26 39. 46 
9.33 

14. Occasional shopping 26 52 25 30 17 3.28 1.30 39 .66 
of clothes,furni- 17.33 34.67 16.67 20.00 11 .3 3 
ture equipment etc. 

15. Borrowing repaying 30 45 25 34 16 3. 26 1. 31 40.23 
loans for house- 20.00 30.00 16.67 22.67 10.67 
hold purpose 

16. Saving for future 32 46 31 30 
in bank, and post 21.34 30.67 20.67 20.0 0 
office and lending 
money 

17. Maintaining accounts 32 49 29 30 
for income, expend- 21.34 32 . 67 19.33 20.00 
iture and saving 

11 3.39 1.24 36 .5 9 
7 .3 3 

10 3.42 1 . 22 35.83 
6 .67 

MI - Most important, I - Important , S Some what , L - Least, N Not at all 
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4. 3 . 6 Role performance in house keeping activities 

The i mportant activities (Table 4.1.(,) tounri in 

the cate gory of some time role performed were dusting and 

sweeping the hou se a nd surrou nding (39. 33 %) , o;prayinq 

cowdung water and rangoli decoration (42.00 %) , washing the 

clothes (4 0 . 00 %) . Neve r p erformed role were given in 

activities like cleaning and store the utensils (13.33 %), 

attending the household r e pairs , mud plastering, wh ite 

washing , etc. (11.33 %) and equal importance (30.67 %) wa s 

given to t he activities like stitching a nd me nding clothes 

and regular shoppi ng of vegetables and fruits. In relation 

to rol e performance , mostly performed ac tivi t i es were 

r e ported like occasional shopping , clothes , furniture, 

equipme nts (28.67 %) , borrowing, repayin<J loan (or · 

household purpose (2 8.00 %) . 

From the above result, it may be concl uded that 

the hypotheses made e arl ier that there is signifi cant 

relationship between t he selected c haracterst ic s of farm 

women an d their role p erformanc e in far m and home 

activities was partly acce pted. 

4 . 3 . 7 Role perception in social and leisure time 

activities 

Table 4. 3 . 7 prese n ts p e rce n tage di st .- ibution o f· 

participation of farm women in socia l and leisure time 

activities . Out of ten activities listed under this group, 

celebrating festivals , preparation of special dishes, 

performing Pooja and attending to religious function (25.34 

%) , was n ever perceived as a role. An occasional 

perception in ot he r four activities ranged between 24.00 

per cent to 26.00 per cent. Some times perceived role was 

noticed in activities like goi n g to movies/cul tural 

programme (35 . 33 %) , l earning sewing, embroidary and 
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Table 4. 3. 6 Role performance in house keeping activities 

------ - ------ ---- ---------------- --------------------------------------------
Sr. House keeping MD 0 s R N Mean SD cv 
No . activities 5 4 3 2 1 
---- ---------------------------- - ------------- -------- -----------------------
1. Dusting & sweeping 4 0 13 59 25 13 3.27 1. 27 3 9. 07 

o f surrounding 2 6. 67 8.67 39.33 16.67 8.67 

2. Spraying cowdung 39 12 63 22 14 3 .26 1. 25 38 .47 
water and drawing 26.00 8.00 42 .00 14. 67 9.33 
rangoli decoration 

3. Cleaning utensils 38 17 54 21 20 3 .1 9 . 32 11. 82 
25.34 11.13 16.00 14.00 13. 1' 

4. Rearranging house- 34 15 60 28 l3 3 . 19 .24 38 .82 
hold utensils in 22 . 67 10.00 40.00 18.67 8 . 67 
proper places 

5. Washing & f olding 34 17 55 29 14 .20 .28 40.15 
clothes 22 . 82 11.41 36.91 19.46 9 . 39 

6. Ligh ten ing kerosene 35 24 51 29 11 . 29 . 2 3 3 7 . 65 
lamps 23.34 16 . 00 34. 00 19.33 7.33 

7. Making beds for 32 25 45 36 12 3.19 1. 25 39 .32 
sleeping and 21. 34 16.67 30.00 24 . 00 8.00 
removing them 

8. Superv i sion of house 36 31 39 30 14 3.33 1. 34 40. 33 
ho l d work attended 24.00 20 . 67 26.00 20 . 00 9 . 33 
by servant 

9. Contro l of rats, 36 30 35 3 4 15 3.27 1 . 35 41.26 
cockroaches, 24.00 20 . 00 23. 3 3 2 2 . 67 10 . 00 
mosquieto & others 

10. Household repairs, 37 29 35 32 17 3 . 26 1. 36 41. 81 
mud, plastering, 24.66 19.33 23.33 21. 33 11.33 
white washing, 
con structing chulhas 
etc. 

11 . Stitching & mending 34 34 40 34 7 3.38 1.22 16 . 16 
clothes 23.3 3 22.67 26 . 67 22.67 4. 67 

12. Regular shopping o f 40 33 30 33 14 3. 37 .37 40 . 71 
vegetables & fruits 26.67 22 . 00 20.00 22.00 9 . 33 

13. Selling goods. grain, 41 36 33 27 13 3.43 .32 38 .47 
vegetables, milk 27.34 24.00 22.00 18.00 8.67 
products, egg, 
poultry birds etc. 

14 . Oc casional shopping 4 3 36 32 24 15 3 . 47 1.35 38.91 
o f clothes , furni - 28 . 67 24.00 21.33 16.00 10.00 
ture equipment etc . 

15 . Borrowing repaying 4 2 37 32 30 9 3 .51 1. 30 37.19 
l o ans for house- 28.00 24 . 67 21.33 20.00 6.00 
hold purpose 

16. Saving for future 46 32 40 20 12 3 .5 6 1.31 36 .88 
in bank.post o ffi ce 30.67 21.33 26.67 13.33 8.00 
and lending money 

17. Maintaining accounts 51 35 38 18 8 3.70 1.26 '4 .1'7 
for income, expend- 34.00 23.33 25.33 12.00 5.34 
iture and saving 

-------- --------- ------- ----------------------------------------------
Mo Most Often, R - Rarely, s Some times, 0 Often N Ne ver 
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Table 4 .3.7 Role perception in social and leisure time activities 

Sr. Social & leisure 
No. time a ctiv ities 

MI 

l. Taking c are of 29 
relatives & guests 19. 3 4 

2. Celeberating festival 28 
with relatives and 18.67 
guests preparation 
of special puja & 
attending functions 

27 
18.00 

24 
16 . 00 

s 

29 
19.3 3 

30 
20.00 

L 

32 
21. 3 3 

30 
20.00 

N 

33 
22.00 

38 
25 . 34 

He an 

2 . 92 

2 .8 2 

SD CV 

1 .44 49.48 

l. 47 52. 12 

3 . Attending social 
gatherings mahila 
mandal and other 
meetings 

19 34 31 39 27 2 . 85 1.30 45. 63 
12.67 22.67 20. 67 26.00 18.0 0 

4. 

5. 

Attending ceremonie s 
marriage, birth, 
death etc. 

Decorating the house 

25 
16.67 

24 

31 
20.67 

34 

30 
20.00 

3 4 

37 
24.67 

36 

27 

18.00 

22 
16.00 22.67 22.67 24.00 14.67 

25 32 36 36 21 6 . Visiting friends 
neighbour and 
extending help 

16.67 21. 33 24.00 24 . 00 14.0 0 

7 . Taking rest and 30 
relaxation,sleeping 20.00 
reading books,magazines, 
listening radios 

8. Going mov ies and 26 

36 
24.00 

40 

40 
26.67 

53 

24 
16 . 00 

20 

20 
13.33 

11 
cultural programme 17.33 26.67 35.33 13.33 7.33 

9 . Learning sewing, 
embriodary and 
tailoring activitie s 

28 39 47 28 
18. 67 26.00 31.33 18 . 67 5 . 33 

2. 9 3 l. 37 40.66 

3 . 01 1.30 43.32 

3 .02 1.3 0 42. 95 

3 . 23 1.35 41.85 

3 .3 3 1.1 3 33.99 

3 . 3 4 1.14 34.1 3 

10. Preparation of fancy 27 42 4 6 21 
articles like doll s 18. 00 28.00 30 . 67 14.00 
and baskets 

14 3.31 1.19 3b.02 
9. 31 

MI 
L 

Most important, 
Least, N 

Important, 
Not at all 

1~7 

S Some what, 



tailoring activity (31. 33 %) , preparation of fancy 

articles, dall and baskets (30.67 %) . 

4.3.8 Role performance in social and leisure time 

activities 

Table 4.3.8 revealed t hat, some what important 

role performance was observed in activities like taking 

rest and relaxation, sleeping, reading books and listening 

radio (34 .67 %) . About 50 per cent farm women were not 

giving importance to going movies and cultural programme. 

Not at all importance was quoted in activities like taking 

care of relatives and guests (18.00 %), and celebration of 

festivals (18.00 %) . 

4.4(A) 

4.4.1 

Consulta tion and final decision in different 

farm activities 

Consultation in preparatory tillage activities 

Table 4.4.1 indicated the information regarding 

the percentage decision of farm women in eight preparatory 

tillage activities. The data revealed that maj ority of the 

activities were consulted by all family members jointly. 

Joint decisions were maximum in case of cloud crushing , 

preparation of seed bed, crop rotation and seed treatment 

(27.91 %, 31.33 %, 29.33% and 28.67% respectively). 

However, negligibl e percentage of independent 

decision of women was noticed for ploughing, preparation of 

seed bed, crop rotation (8.00 %, 6.00 %, 7.33 %) . 
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Table 4.3.8 Role p e rformance in social and leisure time activities 

--------------------------------------------------------------- --- -- ---------
Sr. Social & leisure Mo 0 s R N Mean SD CV 

No. time activities 
-------------- ------------ ----- ---------------- - -----------------------------

1. Taking care of 36 16 44 27 27 3 . 0 4 1. 4 2 4 6.93 

relatives & guests 24.00 10.67 29.33 18.00 18.00 

2. Celeberating festival 38 16 41 28 2 7 3 . 07 1. 4 6 47.54 

with relatives and 25.33 10.67 27. 3 3 18.67 18.00 

guests preparation 
o f special puja & 

attending functions 

3 . Attending social 38 15 46 30 21 3 .13 1.3 7 44. 00 

gatherings rna hila 25 . 34 10.00 30 . 67 20.00 14. 00 
mandal and other 
meetings 

4. Attending ceremonies 43 16 46 22 23 3. 2 3 1. 4 1 4 3. 7 9 

marriage , birth, 28.67 10.67 30.67 14.67 15. 33 
death etc. 

5. Decorating the house 41 20 45 25 19 3.26 1 . 36 41. 91 

27 . 34 13.3 3 30.00 16.67 12. 67 

6 . Visiting friends 46 19 48 23 14 3 .40 1.3 2 18.93 
neighbour and 30.67 12.67 3 2.00 15.33 9 . 33 
extending help 

7. Taking rest and 40 26 52 18 14 3 .4 3 1 . 32 38.68 
relaxation. sleeping 26.67 17 . 33 34.67 12.00 9 . 33 
reading book.s,magazines, 
listening radios 

8. Going movies and 36 22 72 12 3 .44 1.14 33.19 
cultural progranune 24.00 14.67 48.00 8.00 5 . 34 

9. Learning sewing, 37 21 71 16 3.47 1.10 n. 7a 

embriodary and 24 .66 14.00 4 7. 3 3 10.67 3 . 33 
tailoring activities 

10. Preparation o f fancy 42 23 59 12 l4 3.46 1. 2 7 16.71 

articl e s like dolls 28.00 15.33 39.33 8.00 9 . 33 
and baskets 

----------------------------------- --- ------ ------------- ------- ---- ---- -----

Mo Mos t Often, R - Rarely, s Some times, 0 Often N Never 
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Table 4 . 4.1 Consultation in preparato ry tillage activi ties 

----------- ----------------- ---- ------------------- -- --------------- -- ----- - --- - ----------- --- ----- - ----
Sr. Preparato ry tillage Consultation Mean S.D. c.v. 
No . 1 2 3 4 
---------------------- --- ----------- ------- ----- ------------ ----- --------------------------- ------------

1. Pl o ughing 1 0 1 6 50 12 13 6 4 39 4.54 2.39 52.8 3 
6. 67 1 0 . 67 3 3. 3 3 8.00 8.67 4. 00 2.67 26 .0 0 

2 . Cloud c rushing 15 21 28 2 1 15 4 4 42 4.84 4.2 0 86.7 7 
10.00 14. 00 18.67 14.00 1 0 . 00 2. 67 2.67 27.91 

3. Harrowing 13 17 4 9 15 12 5 6 33 4.33 2.3 6 54.5 0 
8. 67 11.33 32.67 1 0 .0 0 8 . 00 3 .3 3 4. 00 22.00 

4 . Stuble collect~on 12 22 38 14 13 8 3 4 0 4.53 2 . 4 6 54.31 
8 . 00 14.67 2 5. 3 3 9.33 8.67 5 .33 2.00 26.67 

5 . Applying o f FYH 15 15 45 15 13 5 5 37 4 .44 2.4 3 54. 76 
10 . 00 10.00 30.00 1 0 . 00 8.67 9. 33 3.33 24.67 

6 . Preparation of 14 1 6 35 9 14 9 6 47 4 . 85 2.55 52.5 0 
seedbed 9.33 10.67 23.33 6 .0 0 9 . 33 6 . 00 4 . 00 31.3 3 

7 . Crop rotation 10 15 4 " 11 15 2 6 44 4 . 7 0 2 . 4 6 52. 3C 
6 .67 10.00 31 . 3 3 7 .33 1 0 .0 0 1. 33 4 . 00 29 . 33 

8 . Seed treatment 14 18 33 13 15 9 5 43 4 . 72 2.5 0 53. 0< 
9 . 33 12.00 22.00 8.67 1 0 .0 0 6 . 00 3 . 33 28 . 67 

------ --- ------------------------ ------------------- -- ------------ -- ---- -- -- --- ---- - ----- -- ------ - ----

Only husband, 2 Family members. 3 All family members, 4 - Wife self, 5 - W1fe and husband 

Head on l y, 7 Experts, 8 Jointly 



Fig . ' Consultation in preparatory tillage activities 

35 ~-----

30 

25 

~ 20 
ttl -c 
QJ 
u 
(jj 15 

0.. 

10 

5 

. 1 > :: 2 

Preparatory tillage 

5 6 7 

1 · Only husband 2 - Family members 3 . All family members 

8 

4 · Wife self 5 · Husband & wife 6 · Head 7 . Experts 8 . Jointly 



4.4.2 Final decision in preparatory tillage activities 

It is revealed from Table 4.4 .2 that under 

preparatory til l age , eight s ub practices were studied. In 

all these practices very meagre percentage of husbands take 

independent dec i sion. On t h e contrary the p ercentage of 

joint decis i on a ppeared to be high. It is further revealed 

t h at wife play very negligible role in taking final 

deci s i on . This s h o wed that joint decision in preparatory 

tillage were viewed very i mportant b ecaus e of consultation . 
• 

This study was supported by Nikhade and Nimje 

(1988 ) in t heir state l evel seminar conducted in Akola. 

4 . 4.3 Consultation in sowing and presowing activities 

As obse r ved from Tabl e 4 . 4.3, this activity was 

divided into eig h t sub tasks out of which deciding distance 

of pl a nting /sowing was most ly consulted by all fa mily 

members with 39.33 per cent. 

Nikhade (1988). 

This study was reported by 

4.4.4 Final decision in sowing and presowing activities 

Tabl e 4.4 .4 noticed t hat women's participation in 

final d ecision in sowing and presowing activities were 

s tudi e d with respect to se l ection of site, preparation of 

cow dung/ manu res . But joi n t decision were found in 

sel ect i on of site (20.00 %), selection of ropes for sowing 

and decidi ng seed rate (22 . 67%). Again this study was 

supported by Nikhade and Nimje (1988) . 
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Table 4 . 4. 2 Final dec ision in preparatory tillage activities 

----- ------ ----------- -- - --- -------- ------- ----------- --- --------------- ------ ---------------------- ----
Sr . Preparatory tillage Final decis ion Mean S.D. c.v . 
No. 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

1. Ploughing 12 l4 47 17 15 5 3 37 4.47 2.36 52 . 80 
8.00 9.33 31. 3 3 11.33 1 0.00 3.33 2.00 24.67 

2. Cloud crus hing 14 1 9 41 11 11 8 3 43 4.57 2.52 55.14 
9.33 1 2.67 27.33 7 . 33 7. 3 3 5.33 2.00 28.67 

3. Harrowing 14 1 0 44 2 4 13 4 8 33 4.47 2 . 3 2 51 . 97 
9 . 33 6.67 29 . 33 16 . 00 8. 67 2.67 5.33 22.00 

4. Stuble collection 15 18 37 15 12 10 3 4 0 4.55 2 . 48 54.48 
10.00 12.00 24.67 10.00 8.00 6.67 2.00 26.67 

5. Applying of FYM 15 11 48 15 11 7 7 36 4.4 9 2.41 53.62 
10. 00 7.33 32 . 00 10.00 ".33 4.67 4 . 67 24.00 

6 . Preparation of 17 9 40 11 21 5 8 39 4. 68 2.46 52.56 
seedbed 11.33 6.00 26.67 7.33 14.00 3.33 5 . 33 26.00 

7. Crop rotation 12 12 50 14 12 4 12 34 4. 54 2.37 52.25 
8.00 8 . 00 33.33 9.33 8. 00 2.67 8 . 00 2 2. 67 

8. Seed treatment 15 14 -13 12 15 6 3 42 4.58 2.48 54.18 
10.00 9.33 28.67 8.00 1 0.00 4.00 2.00 28.00 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Only husband, Family members, All family members, 4 - h'ife self, 5 - Wife and husband 

Head only, Exper ts, Jointly 



Table 4.4.3 Consultation in sowing and presowing activities 

-- ---------------------------------- -- ----------------- -- ---- ------- ----------------- ----- ------------- -
Sr. Sowing and presowing Consultation Mean S.D . c. v . 
No. l 2 3 4 

---------- - ------ -- ----- - ------------------- --- ------- -- ------------------------------ --- --- -- ----------

l. Selection of site 1 6 22 56 13 9 9 5 20 3. 82 2 .15 56.37 

1 0 . 67 14. 67 37.33 8.67 6.00 6.00 3.33 13 . 33 

2. Selection of ropes 19 1 8 4 3 13 12 ll 8 26 4.17 2.35 56. 40 

for sowing 12.67 12. 00 28.67 8.67 8.0 0 7.33 5.33 17. 3 3 

3. Selection o f 15 ll 56 23 12 9 8 1 6 3 .9 6 2 . 02 51.04 

varities f or sowing 10.00 7.33 37.33 15. 33 8 . 00 6.00 5.33 10 . 67 

4. De c id i ng seed rate 15 6 53 18 l3 13 6 26 4.3 3 2 . 21 50.98 

1 0 .00 4.00 35.33 12.00 8.6 7 8.67 4. 00 17. 3 3 

5. De c iding di s tance o f 9 15 59 20 14 7 8 18 4.05 2.00 4 9- 57 

ploughing / sowing 6.00 1 0.00 39 .3 3 l3. 33 9 . 3 3 4. 67 5.33 12.00 

6. De c iding method to ll 14 51 ll 14 15 7 27 4.4 0 2 . 2 4 so-9l 
sowing 7 . 3 3 9.33 34.00 7.33 9. 3 3 1 0 . 00 4.67 18.00 

7. To prepare compost o f l3 7 55 21 18 5 5 2 6 4.2 6 2 . 15 50.47 

cowdung / manure 8 . 67 4. 67 36.67 14. 00 12.0 0 3 . 33 3 - 3 3 17. 3 3 

8- To maintain agricul- 16 11 45 18 12 10 2 36 4.46 2.38 53.68 

tural implements 10.67 7 . 3 3 30.00 1 2.00 8 . 00 6 . 67 l. 3 3 24. 00 

l Only husband, Family members , All family members , 4 - Wife self, 5 - Wife and husband 

Head on ly, Experts, Jointly 



Fig . 7. Consultation in sowing and pre-sowing activities 
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Table 4 . 4 . 4 . Final d ec i s i on in sowing and presowing activ i t ies 

Sr. Sowing a nd presowing 
No. 

1. Selection of site 

2 . Selection o f ropes 
f o r s owing 

3. Se l ection of 
v a rities for sowing 

4. Deciding seed rate 

5. Dec i ding d i stance of 
ploughing / sowing 

6. Deciding method to 
sowing 

7. To prepare compost of 
cowdung /manure 

8. To maintain agricul-
tural implements 

13 13 
8 . 67 8.67 

1 6 14 
10.67 9 . 33 

13 13 
8. 67 8.67 

13 13 
8 . 67 8.67 

16 8 
10.67 5 . 33 

16 14 
10.6 7 9.33 

21 13 
14.00 8.67 

24 13 

16.00 8.67 

5 4 
36. 0 0 

45 
30.00 

5 3 
35. 3 3 

4 3 
28 .6 7 

53 
35. 3 3 

4 4 
29.33 

54 
36.00 

37 
24 . 67 

Final decision 
4 

21 10 
14 .00 6.67 

2 0 12 
13. 33 8 . 00 

22 10 
14 .67 6.67 

1 8 15 
12 .00 10.00 

23 13 
15 .33 8.67 

25 10 
16.67 6.67 

1 7 9 
11.33 6.00 

18 16 
12.00 10.67 

7 2 
4.67 1. 33 

7 4 
4 . 67 2 . 67 

7 4 
4.67 2. 67 

9 5 
6.00 3 . 33 

8 2 
5.33 1. 33 

8 4 
5.33 2.67 

7 3 
4.67 2.00 

9 5 
6.00 3 . 3 3 

Mean S.D. c .v. 

30 4. 20 2.24 53. 4 2 

20 . 00 

32 4 .30 2.35 54 .73 
2 1.34 

28 4. 19 2 . 22 52.98 
18.67 

34 4. 50 2. 3 3 51.84 
2 2. 67 

27 4. 17 2.19 52.65 
18.00 

29 4 .22 2 . 28 54 . 07 

19.33 

26 3.95 2.28 57. 67 
17 . 3 3 

28 4 .1 6 2 .39 57.41 

18.67 

------------------ ------------------------ ------- ------------------ ----------------------------------

Only husband, 2 Family members, 3 All family members , 4 - h"ife self, 5 - Wife and husband 

Head only, Experts, a Jointly 



4.4.5 Consultation in interculture activities 

Table 4.4. 5 depicted that in interculture 

operations, the farm women were consulted in hoeing (16 .67 

%), spraying/dusting (14.00 %) and weeding (10.00 %) . 

Further, the data revealed a joint consultation 

with the female members in activities like spraying and 

dusting (23.33 %) , ma intaining plant population (25.33 %) 

and weeding (23.33 %) . 

Such results were reported by Kohlan and Brar 

(1960), Arya (1964), Sharma and Singh (1978). 

4.4.6 Final decision in interculture activities 

The percentage distribution of farm women who are 

involved in final decision regarding interculture 

activities is shown in Table 4.49. Ten to fourteen per 

cent final decisions were taken by wife alone in overall 

interculture activities. 

Joint final decisions were noticed in 

spraying/dusting (26 .67 %), irrigation (28.67 %) and 

applying fertilizer (25.33 %) . Almost all interculture 

activities were finally decided by all family members in 

hoeing (24.67 %) , spraying/dusting (20.67 %) and weeding 

(21.33 %) . 
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Tabl e 4.4 .5 Consultatio n in interculture a ctivities 

---- -- ------ ----------- -------------------------- -- ---- ------- -------- -- ------------ --- -- - ---- ----------
Sr. Intercul t ure Consultation Mean S.D. c.v. 
No. a ctivities 1 2 3 4 
--- - - --------- -- ----------------- - ------- --- ---- ---- -- -------- --- - --- --- ----------- -------- ---- -------- -

1. Weeding 21 15 43 15 11 6 4 35 4 . 25 2.47 58.10 
14 . 00 10.00 28.62 10.00 7.37 4.00 2. 67 23.33 

2. Maintaing plant 23 26 27 13 12 10 1 38 4.2 6 2.58 60.71 
population 15.33 17.33 18.00 8.67 8.00 6.67 0. 67 25.33 

3. Hoeing 25 18 35 25 11 4 l 31 4.00 2. 40 60 . 20 
16.67 12.0 0 23 .3 3 16. 67 7.33 2 .67 0.6 7 20 . 67 

4. Applying fertilizer 33 15 28 1 3 17 4 5 35 4. 27 2.60 60.85 
22. 00 10.00 18.67 8. 67 11.33 2 . 67 3 . 33 23.33 

5. Spray ing / dusting 28 13 31 21 16 1 6 34 4.2 0 2. 52 59. 91 
18 . 67 8.67 20 . 67 14. 00 10.67 0 . 67 4. 00 22.67 

6. Irrigation 30 1 7 31 13 15 5 5 34 4 .14 2.57 62.26 
20.00 11.3 3 20.67 8.67 10.0 0 3 . 3 3 3.33 22.67 

-------- --------- -------------------------------- -- --- --- ------------- - ----- -- ------------------ ----- ---

Only husband, Family members , All famil y member s, 4 - Wife self, 5 - Wife and husband 

Head only, Experts, Jol.nt ly 



Fig . 8. Consultation in interculture activities 
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Table 4.4.6 Final decision in in ter culture activities 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Sr . Interculture Fin a l decision Mean S.D. c .v. 
No. a ct i vit ies 1 
----------- ---- ------------------- --- -------------------------------------------------------------------

1. Weeding 26 18 32 16 10 4 7 37 4 . 27 2 . 60 60.85 
17 . 3 3 12 . 00 21.33 1 0. 67 6. 67 2 . 6" 4.67 24.67 

2. Maintaing plant 26 15 25 16 20 5 6 37 4.42 2.56 57.97 
population 17.33 10. 00 16.67 10.67 13.33 3.33 4 . 00 24.67 

3. Hoeing 18 16 37 18 17 4 7 33 4.3 6 2.41 55.23 
12.00 10 .67 24.67 12.00 11. 33 2 . 67 4.67 22.00 

-1. Applying fertilizer 20 17 27 1 5 16 11 6 38 4. 58 2. 52 55.03 
13 . 33 11. 33 18.00 10.00 10.67 7 . 33 4.00 25.33 

5. Spraying / dusting 17 16 31 22 12 3 9 40 4 . 60 2 . 50 54.45 
11.33 10. 67 20.67 14.67 8.00 2.00 6 . 00 26 . 67 

6. Irrigation 26 1 2 27 13 18 9 2 4 3 4.56 2.61 57.31 
17. 3 3 8. 00 18.00 8 . 67 12.00 6 . 60 1 . 33 28 . 67 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Only husband, Family members , All family members, 4 - Wife self, 5 - Wife and husband 

Head only, Experts, Jointly 



4.4.7 Consultation in harvest i ng and post harvesting 

activities 

Table 4. 4. 7 revealed that t h e p e rcentage 

participation of wife was consulted in number of storage 

bins (16.67 %) , mark eting (16.00 %) and cotton stock 

removal (15.33 %) act i vities. And almost all activities of 

joint decisions were noticed in sale of farm produce (34.67 

%), tying of bundles/jowar bundles (34.67 %) and method of 

transportation (31.3 4 %) However, th e practice s where 

only husband consulted were found to be very low in almost 

all harvesting and p ost harvesting activi ties. 

4 . 4 . 8 Final decision i n harvesti ng and post harvesting 

activities 

With regard to final decisi on Table 4.4.8 of 

harvesting and post harvesting were finally decided jointly 

by male and female me mbers. Joint decision was observed in 

harvesting of cotton/jowar (32.67 %) , storing of animal 

fodder (32 . 00 %) and application of insecticides and 

pesticides (27.33 %) . Eight to sixteen per cent farm women 

were taking final decisi on in almost all harvest ing and 

post harvesting activities. 

4.4 .9 Consul tation in a llie d agricultural activities 

As observed in tabl e 4. 4. 9 that feeding I lw cattl e 

and preparing a cattle feed was consulted join tly (34.67%) 

followed by 32 to 34 per cent farm women were cons ulted ~n 

voultry keeping and raising fodder Lor dn.i.mdlti. 
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Table 4.4 . 7 Consultatio n in harves t ing and post harv es t ing ac t ivities 

--------------------------- -- -------------- -- ------------ -----------
5r. Harveot ing ollld t:Onoull<~tion :LO . 

No . pout-harveoting 

------------------ -- -

Ha.rveo t. ing of 18 " ,. 18 19 .. .. . 68 2.52 ')I . R8 

Cotton/Jowa.r 1 0 . 67 17 .)3 12 . 67 4 . (07 1 . 33 29.3] 

2 . Ti - of cotton 19 22 11 4 .97 2 . 82 '>1> .'17 

p icking 1 4 - 67 12 . 67 4 . 00 <4 0 . oo 

n,reoh i ng 
~· 2J 15 27 4 . 4 1 2 ,. C,7 , l l 

winnowing 15 . 33 15 . J) 9 . J.J I . JJ 1. ~1 z·r . u 

::>ale of fa~ produce 11 22 16 52 4 .7 9 2 - 74 '>7 . 22 

15 . 3 4 14 . 67 10 . 67 4 . 67 5 . 31 1. ')] 14 . 67 

5. Storing o f ani .al 2J 12 " 22 15 41 .. ... .. 2 . 'i'i 

fodd e r IS . JJ 8 . 00 1 8 . 67 1 4 . 67 2 . 00 2'1.11 

' · Tyi ng of bundleo o f 1 4 21 17 12 52 4 . 88 '>'• - 12 

j ov-.u- fodder 1 4 . 67 9.33 14 . 00 11.33 4 .67 3 . ]) .J 4 . 67 

7. Drying ~· c l eaning 2 1 1 5 15 2. 44 'i6.87 

<he gror.in 14 . 00 10.00 22 . 67 15 . 33 10 .00 2. 67 l.JJ 24 . 00 

sroring and treataent 21 1> " 19 1 5 1. 5 1 65 S8.J9 

o f oeed ll . 67 19 . 33 12 . 67 4 . 67 2 . 67 

.. Cotton ot.ock re.oval 24 23 12 2J 10 .. " 
15 . 33 6 . 67 2. 67 2.00 20.67 

Applic .. tion of inuec - 17 11 2 . 6'> 

tici deu . peoti cideo 17 .JJ 1 1.33 16.67 10 . 67 7 .3J 4 .67 4. 67 27.33 

11. Nuaber of otorage ,. 1 4 17 25 27 1.88 2 .3 7 60 . 98 

bino f o r oto ri ng l9 . JJ 9 . 33 24 . 67 16 . 67 8 . 6 7 0 . 6 7 2 . b 7 I fl. 00 

grain 

l2. " ethod o f tranopor - " 17 25 10 " 4 .57 

tat ion 18 . 67 1 1 .33 1 6 . 6 7 

" ·uiteting 27 " 17 2R 4 . 10 2 . 41 5 8 . 91 

1' 4 . 00 11'1.67 

------- ---- ------------ --- ----------- -- ----------- ----------- ---- ------- --------------------- -- --------

1 Only huoband, 2 Paa i l y a eabero, 1 All faai ly aeebero, 4 Wife oel f, 5 Wife and huo b .md 

' Hea d only, Bxperto, ,Joint l y 
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Table 4.4 .8 Final decision in harvesting and post harvesting activities 

Sr. Ha.rveeting ~d Pin~l decioion ··~ 
:>. D . c. v . 

No. poet - hllrveet ing 

-- ---- ------ --- ---- ---- ------- ------ --- -------- ---- -- ----- -- ----- -- -- ---- ------ -- -------- --- ----- --- --- -

1. Karveating of ,. 17 l2 12 .. 4 . 67 2 . 73 5 8 .53 

Cotton/Jowar 17.]3 11 .33 14.67 8.00 8.00 6.00 2.00 32.67 

2. Ti- of cotton 27 17 J2 10 .. J 1 4 . 07 2 . 45 60 . 20 

picking 11 . 00 11 . 33 12 . 00 12 . 67 2.00 20.67 

J. ThreahiDg ond 24 15 J1 15 lJ ., 4 . 49 2 . 62 58. 44 

vinnowing 16 . 00 10.00 20 . 67 10 . 00 8 . 67 3. 33 2 . 67 28 . 67 

:Jale of h.no produc e 2J 1J 4 0 22 22 2J ] . 96 2 . 20 5 5 . 6 7 

15 . 33 8.67 26 . 67 1 4 . 67 1 4 . 67 3 . .J 3 l. 3J 15 . ]3 

5 . S toring o f ;;uli.al 22 15 JO 17 .. 4 . b4 2 . 6 6 t; "I . I A 

fodder 10 . 00 20 . 00 6 . 67 :z . 67 2 . 67 3 2 . 00 

Tying of bundleo of 25 .. l4 19 26 3. 95 2 . 29 5 8 . 04 

jowor fodder 16 . 67 9.33 25 . 33 16 . 00 12.67 0.67 2.00 17.33 

7. Drying ~d cleaning 27 lJ J2 lJ " 2 . 64 59.61 

the gr. in 8 . 67 21 . JJ 8 . 67 7 . 33 .. . 67 5 . 33 26.00 

.. Storing ~d treat~aent 2J .. .. 21 20 18 ] . 86 2 . 16 56 . 10 

of ·-d 15.JJ 10 .67 27.33 14 . 00 I) .ll 5.33 12.00 

Cotton 11tock re....,v.tl II J9 2 59 

16 . 00 11 . ]) 7 . ) ] 2. 67 24:>.0 0 

Application of inoe c - 2 3 17 J7 .. 4 . 0 2 2 . 16 ') 8 . 81 

ti c ideo . peoticideu 15 . JJ 11 .]3 24 . 67 '>. J] 8.67 4 . 67 2 . ,, 

11. Nu..,.r o f ot.o rage ll l9 26 17 2 8 4 . 42 2. 6 1 '>9 . 1S 

bino for otoring 19 . Jl 1"1 . 11 IR . b "/ 

qr01in 

12 . Method o f tranopor - lB 2 5 " 4 . 17 2. 11 

t. d t ion 18 . 67 12.00 

M01rketing 17 2l 2 • 

14 . 6 7 

--- ---- -- ----------- --------- --- -- ---- ------ ------- ---------- --- --- ------ ----------

I Only huoband, ' Paai ly • eabero, J All (aa ily a e-beru, ' lihfe nel (, 5 Wi f e • .~.nd hunb,on<l 

Hfl!ad only, Kxpert o , . J o in t ly 

14 3 



Table 4 .4 . 9 Consultation in allied agricultural activit ies 

-- ---- ----- - - - - - --- - -- ------ --- - -- --- ----- - -- --- - ---- - - -- ----- - --- - ----------
3r . Allied A.gri c ul turd 1 Conoul t a t i o n Me an G . ll . 

No. acti v itieo 

--- ---- ------ ------------- ---- ----- ----- --- ---- --- -- -- ------- ----- -- ------- - ---------------- ---

1. To ailk the Ciltt l e 27 1 0 ,. .. 40 4 . 21 2. 64 " 67 

18 . 00 1J .JJ 19 . )) 12 . 6 7 6 . 00 J . n 0 . 6 '1 20. t. 'l 

T<> fet~d t h e cattle " ll l3 10 52 4 . 64 2. 8 0 

and prepou-e . cattle 1 7 . JJ l S . J J 6 . t> 'J 4 . 6 7 5 . 3 J , .. _ .. . , 
feed 

To take 
··~ 

of oi c k 31 18 ll 2S 11 .. . 11 

ani aale ll.Jl ll . OO 14 . 00 u .n 8 . 00 2 . 6 7 0 . 67 H . 67 

To collect fodder f o r 35 lB ,. ll .. 4 .3 1 2 . 82 6 5 . 49 

ani-lo and t o take 23.34 ll .OO u.oo 4 _,.., 8. 00 4 . 00 1. )) 30 . 67 

~i-.al e for gra:zing 

5 . To clean the cattle 1 7 1 7 l5 17 35 4 . :n 2 .SJ 60 . 0 1 

and Cilttle ohed 18.00 11. 33 16 . 67 1 4 . 67 11 . 33 2 . 67 2.00 23 . 33 

6 . To r11iee fodder for 1 7 17 Jl ' 6 .. 4 . 4 9 2 . 7 7 l!il . U. 

~iaalo 11 .00 ll . JJ 2 0 . 61 6 . 00 6 . 00 4 .00 2 . 00 32 .00 

7 . To otore dairy equip - 17 19 3 1 19 14 31 4 . 0 5 2. 48 6 1. 22 

• ent o f cattle feed 1 8 . 00 12.61 21 . 3 3 12.67 9 . )) 2 . 00 ) . )) 20 . 6 7 

.. To keep poultry H 15 ll 15 5 1 4 . 4 7 2 . 84 6J . 5 4 

22 . 67 10 . 00 14 . 00 10 . 00 6 . 00 2 . 00 1.33 3 4 . 00 

.. To carry food f o r o en 1 5 27 1 0 j . 8 0 2 . 5J bb . ~· 
fo lk in the field 25 . 34 10 . 00 17 . Jl 6 . 6 7 0 . 6 7 1. 33 20 . 6 7 

To aupervioe the fa~ Jl 15 10 2 0 4 . 4 0 2 . 7 1 " 7 5 

l a OOu r eru ~rk 2 1 . 33 10 . 00 IJ . ll l l . IJ 6 . 67 J.ll 4 . oo 2 A . OO 

To appoint and give 35 " 17 

wag eo f n r fa~ labour 23. 3) 12 . 61 16 67 Jr. . 11 

ll . To borrow ~d repay " ll 11 l . 8 0 .. .. . 8 2 

c redit. f o r far. / 1 2 . 67 8 . f>l 2 . &1 2 A . 67 

allied ag ri 1 .operationa 

To read printed H Jl " " 1.6'> 2. 39 t. '>. &A 

-aterio.l ~' fa.r.i nq 24 . 0 0 ll . 67 20 . 6 7 14 . 67 " · n 4 . 00 \4 . 6 7 

a ct i viti eo 

Buy input. o f agr i I . " 10 2,'/ <j 

ueedu, ferti lize rn lO . fi7 b . b7 b . OO 1. n 4 . 00 lb . 6 7 

~ ~l e•ento , f odder 

f o r an i malu 

------ --- -------- ------------------- -- --------------------- ----- --------- ---

1 Only huoband, 1 Paaily • e-heru, 3 All fa• i ly • e -.bero, • Wi fe oe lf, 5 Wife and huoband 

6 Head only, B.xperta, • Jointly 
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Most of the activities were consulted by husband 

only. Eight een to twenty four per cent activities were 

consulted by husband only with respect to allied 

agricultural activities. 

4.4.10 Final decision in allied agricuitural activities I 

Tab l e 4 . 4.10 revealed taht the practices where 

female consulted wa s found to be low were buying input of 

agricultural seeds, fertilizer implements, fodder for 

animals (6. 67 %-), reading printed mat e rial on farming 

activities (45. 67 %) and storing dairy equipment and 

cattle shed (12 . 67 %-). Raising fodder for animal s (2&.00 

%), poultry keeping (24. 67 %), supervisin~J the farm 

labourers work (26.00 %) and borrowing and repi'lying t:he 

credit for farm /allied operations were jointly taken in 

final decisions. 

It is thus seen that t:he hypothesis fri'l med earlier 

that farm women have less consulted in making decision for 

carrying out farm and home activities uJ M 3ccepted. 

4.4.B Consultation and final decision in home activities 

4.4.B.1 Consultation in food preparation activities 

Consultation in food preparation activities Tabl e 

4.4.B.1 indicated that infonnat:ion regdn1ing t he p!!r:cenld<JP 

decision of farm women in nine food pre paration activities. 
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Table 4 . 4 10 Final decision in allied agricultural 
activities 

---- ---------------------------- ------------------- -------------------- --------------------------- -- ----
Sr. Allied Aqricultur.l Firn.l decioion Mean S.D. c.v. 

Mo . activitieo 
---------------------- -- ---------------- ------------- ----- ------------ --- --- ------------ -- --------------

'· 

7. 

8 , 

.. 
10 . 

To &ilk the c attle )) 

ll .OO 12.00 

Tn !~ed the c attle " -•ncl pr.-J>.•r,. .. .... t t J,.. " " 11 11 

f••ed 

Too t.ake c .. re o t Ul<'k 

•Ullaalu 22.67 12 .00 

To C..."' ll ect fodder f vr " dlllaalo ~d to tdl<• 1 2 . f>7 

.u1taaln for qr.tzinq 

T o clean t.he cattl e 

~d cattle ohed 

Tv r"ioe !odder {vr 

aniaalo 20 . 67 

To otore da iry equip-

-nt of c attle feed 20 . 67 13.33 

To keep poultry 1S 

20 . 67 

To carry f<X>d for ••n 16 

f ol k in t.he fi eld 22 . 00 10 . 67 

To ouperv1oe the 

··~ 
JS 

ld.bourern wro..•rk 10 . 67 

To appo1 nt: and givP 19 

wag eo f or f<o t"'ll l<lh..•ur 2J.Jl 1 2.67 

To bo~ ~'" rep..~y " c redit: for far. / 23 

.. 11 ied agri I . ope rat iunll 

To read printed 

aat:erial ~' t.ar.1nq 

.oc t:ivit. iell 

Huy inpuL of agri 1 

needo, feni I i:teru 

iaple• e n t:o, fodder 

for ani• ... lo 

Only hunband, 

tiead o n ly, 

26 

22 . uo 

2S 

20 1>7 16 . 67 

P-i ly 111.eliliern, 

W.xpf!rtO, 

)7 JS 10 

l4 . 61 16.67 6.67 

2< 

11 " 
2 '1 

" t 7 . n 

17 

20 .00 U .JJ ll.J:J 

" .. 
17 " ll.JJ 

27 2R 15 

18 .00 

27 

16 " 
20 

18 00 " 00 6 67 

27 . ,, 

A.l I f.o 111i ly 111elll>P rn, 

Jntnt ly 
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2 . 67 

2.67 

2 67 

2 00 

2 . 00 

'>.IJ 

. " 

1B 3 .ss 2 .2 2 62.50 

) . Jl 12.00 

1.60 6f>. ,;o 

' " 
,., 

" 

2 14 

R , b7 

J .80 2 . so b0 .0 2 

0 . 67 211.00 

20 2.19 

. " 2b. 00 

2 .. 
2 .00 10 .67 

' " 2 ., 
" 67 

" 2.16 62.25 

lS . IJ 

2.67 6t . sq 

" 2. 00 1'/.JJ 

2. 67 2b . 00 

''· " 
0 " 

wi f p :lP. I f, o; Wife .tnd hu"b.uuJ 



Table 4 . 4 . B . l Consultation in food preparation activ ities 

- - ------------------------ - ----- --- ---------- - ------- --------- ----- --- -----------
Sr . Pood prepol.ration Conoultat:ion 3 . Ll . 

No . • ctiv iti eu 

------ ----- --- --------- ----------- ----- ----------------- ----- ---------------

Cooking food 17 76 ,. 4 .28 2 .) 2 '>4 . 41 

ll . JJ .. . 67 so . 67 1R . 67 s . u 0. 6'/ 17 . J I 

2 . Sel"'Ving food f o r 18 56 l2 10 J.94 2 . 16 <; 4 . R"/ 

fa..ily • eabl!ro l2 4 . 6 7 )7 . 33 8 . 00 8 . 67 6 .00 LJ) 20 . 00 

Grinding flouro ~d l2 n 2 . 20 <;7 . 92 

-.aoaliiiP 6 . 00 s .ll 51 . 3J 8 .00 4 . 67 2 . 67 IL 67 

Fetc h ing water fro. ll ll .. 16 27 4 . 02 2 . 1 7 

-u o r t-.nk 4 . 67 so . t- 7 18 . 67 S.JJ 0.67 11 . II 

C" leOillling grainu ll '" " 19 . 16 2. 41 

oto ring in tino a . 6 7 12 . 00 4 5 . )) 8 . 67 10 . 00 2 . 6 7 12 . 67 

Packing food for 10 65 18 '1 , 10 

faaily • e l&bero 6.67 4 ) . )) 1 2 . 00 4 . 00 I . IJ 2 . 67 lb . OO 

7. COllecting fuel fro. 18 16 65 15 II 16 4 . ll 2 .3 7 <;7 , &9 

field£! 12.00 10 . 67 43 . ]) 1 0 . 00 7 . JJ 0 . 67 S .JJ 1 0 . 67 

Preparation of a ilk 1 6 54 16 21 .. . 24 2 . 4 2 

productu ~ . JJ 36 . 00 4 . 67 2. 67 I S. II 

.. Pood preuervat ion 10 5 8 IJ IS 10 21 3. 90 2.2 8 5 8 . S l 

11 . 31 3 8 . 67 6 . 67 6 . 00 

---- -- --------------------------- ---- ------ -- ----- --------------- ---------------------------------------

1 Only huoband ; 2 Paaily a e.bero; J All family aeabero; • Wife oelf 

5 Wife ~d huuband ; 6 !lead o nly ; 1 Hxperto; . J o int:ly 
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The dat a revealed that majority of activity were consulted 

hy all fa mily memhero a nd jointly. All family members 

decision were maximum in case of grinding flours and 

masalas (51.33%) , fetching water from well or tank (46.0%). 

However neglisable percentage of and experts 

decision of women wa s noticed for preparation ot milk 

products and food preserva t ion (4.67, 6.67 %) . 

4 . 4.B.2 Final decision in food preparation activities 

As regarding Table 4.4.8.2 the final decision, 

most of t he decision were taken by all family member s 

jointly . 

4 . 4 . B.3 Consultation in child and family care activities 

As observed from table 4.4.8.3 that sending 

children to school and paying attention to their sick 

children was consulted by all family members with 42.00 per 

cent followed by 48 to 60 per cent farm women were 

consulted in preparation of s upplementary food and 

attending of personal care. However, very low i n concern to 

child and family care activities. 

4 .4. B . 4 Final decision in child and family care activities 

As regards the final decision most of the decision 

were taken by all family members jointly (Table 4 . 4.8.4). 
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Table 4.4 . 8.2 Final decision in f ood preparation activities 

i'ood pr~pdrat.ion i'inal in dec ioi o n .G . fl . 

.. ctivi t.ieu 

··· ·- ---------------------------------·-- --- -- -------- --------------

C"noking food ,. 1 . 7'> 2. 1'> r>l . 4'i 

lJ . )) 8 .67 J to . 00 & . 67 &. 67 4 .00 20 . ,.., 

S~rving food for 15 " 
1.80 1 . 7 '/ 

f a.il y aeabe ro 10 . 00 6 . 67 4 0 . 00 1 ) . 1] 4 . 6 7 J.)l 18 . 67 

Grinding flouro ~d 11 5 8 12 )4 J . 70 1. 97 5J. 18 

aaoalao 9 . 4 0 7 .] 8 ]8 . 9] 6.0 4 8 . 00 4 .67 J . J6 22 . 116 

Fetching water f~ 10 65 11 " 25 2 .OJ S'> . 5 1 

wttl l o r tank 12 . 00 7 .JJ 4 J . J] l . U 2.00 1& . &7 

5 . Cleanir19 graino 15 19 59 4 , 05 2. 1 6 <;J JO 

otoring i n tino 10 . 00 11 .]) 4 0 . 67 ).)) 8 .67 1 . IJ 4 . 00 

6 . Packing food f o r 23 14 52 lJ 14 25 I . 'W 2.20 '>&.'>2 

fa.aily a e abero 15 .] ) 9 .]] 3 4 . 67 8 . 67 9.JJ 4 .00 2.00 1&.67 

7. Collect ing fuel [~ 19 16 16 .. 2. 1 2 <;<; , 92 

fielc:W 10 .67 28 . 67 8 . 00 10 . 67 2 .67 1 . 31 25 ll 

.. Preparation o[ a ilk 15 6l 12 15 21 2. 48 '0"/. 12 

pn:Jduct.o 1:2 . 67 4 0 . 67 0.00 

Pood pr~oervation !A 46 lJ 4 .2 4 

12 . 00 ll .JJ )0 . 67 9.J) 11 . 67 s.n 2. 6 7 22 . 00 

----- ---- ----------·------ ---·- ---·--- ------ -- ------ ---- ----------------------------

l Only huoband ; , Pa.ily a eabero; 3 JO.ll fa.ily • e !llbenJ ; . Wife oel f 

5 Wi fe ~d huoband ; 6 Head on l y; 7 li:xperto ; Jo1nt.ly 
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Table 4.4.8.3 Consultation in child and family care activities 

-- ------ ------ ---- ------------- --- ---- ------------ ---- ---- --- ----
Child ~·d ("unuultJtion 

:J . Il . I' , IJ . 
( ... i ly 

C"<lre act:ivitieo 

------ -------- ---- -- -- ------- -- ----- ----- -- ------ ----------- ----- --- -- -- ------ ------ ---- -- ---- ----------

l. Pre~r.tion o f " 10 29 4 .Z? 2.29 <;) . 67 

ouppl e-ntary diet 8 . 67 8 .00 4 0 . 00 S.ll b . 67 2 . 00 19 . II 

~· feeding for 

ch ild.no!n 

Bathing ~· c le<~n inq 10 10 17 4 . 48 l . '57 'i6 . 0l 

of childrf!lll 6.67 32 . 00 q _ IJ '. 67 " .00 21 . 67 

Dreooing, co..IJiO(J 12 58 " " L92 &1 . 4& 

of children J8 . 67 & . &7 1 6 . 67 1. ·n 2.67 l& . 67 

Teaching c hildnm. 21 2 2' 

developing good IS.J 4 8." 4 . 00 6 . 67 2.00 2. 00 20 . 00 

habito in houuehold 

s. !lending c hildren to 12 63 J. 91 2 . 2'> ,, ., _ 76 

uchool ~· paying 13 .JJ 8 .00 42 .00 6 . 67 7 . jJ J . :n J .J.J 16 . 00 

attention to their 

oick c hildren 

Getting c hildren " 52 18 17 2< 2 . 22 

i-Wli:ted . t aking 10 .67 8 ,00 J 4 . 67 12 . 00 ll . J.J 2 . 67 4 .117 .16 . 00 

care o f oick c hildren 

1. Attending o f peroonal 13 19 so 17 19 2 1 2 . 17 o;I . So; 

8 . 67 12.67 )] . )] 1 2 . 67 2 . 00 4 . 00 " " 
8 , Attending to r-ily 14 IS 48 '>1 . 71 

•e.bero nee do 9.JJ 10 .00 32.00 12 00 6 . 00 4 .00 4 . 00 22 . 67 

~---- - --- -- - - ------------------------------------- --------- ---· 

I Only huobot.nd ; 2 v-ily •eaberu; J All r ... ily • e .beru; Wif e :~ell 

s Wi fe 
~· 

huob.&nd ; • Head on ly; 1 Bxperto ; .Tointly 
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Table 4 . 4 . 8 . 4 Final d e c i s i on in child and family care a ctivities 

---- -- -- --- -- - ------- - ---------- - --- - --- - - -- ------- - - -- --

0\ild ~d fa• ily P'in .. l dec ioion Me <an :i . ll . c. v . 
ST . 

No . c~e act i vit.ieu 

--- ----- ---- -- --------- -- --------------- ----- ----- -- -------- ----- ------ --- - --- --- -- --- ------ -----

l. Preparation of 20 60 l2 " J . 7S 2 . )<; 5? .. 
oupplea entilry diet 13 . Jl 1 0 . 00 4 , 00 " . 00 \"1. '1) 

~d [eeding for 

c hildren 

Bathing ~d cleaning lJ lJ l2 27 2 . J 2 

of c h ildren 9 . 3 3 8 .67 J J . 33 10 . 67 3.33 18 . 00 

3. Dr eooi ng, coabing 18 " 18 10 l2 19 3 . 80 1 . 1"7 4 b. bJ 

o f c hildren 12 . 0 5.13 41 . 31 12 . 00 6 . 67 8 . 00 2 . 00 12 . 67 

Teaching chi l dren, l2 .. 1 8 " 2 . 1& '>1 . 8 7 

developing good l l . JJ 8 .00 4 2 . 67 7 . JJ 1 2.00 0 . 67 14 .00 

habit.o in houoehold 

s. Sending c h i l dnm to l2 11 " J. 7 0 1 . 9 7 

ochool ~d paying 6 . 00 D . :n 7 . J I 4 . 00 " . 00 17 . I J 

attention to thei r 

oick c h il dren 

.. Getting children l2 " 57 " 28 1. 80 2 . 20 ..., . 92 

i - Wlized . taking 8 . 00 38 . 00 6 . 67 10 . 00 l . lJ 0 . 6 7 lA . b7 

care of oick chi l dren 

7 . Att.ending of peroonal 10 17 60 15 28 J . 66 S 'i. '> t 

, . 67 ll . fi7 0 . 6 ., lA . fi •t 

8 . Attending to fa•ily 15 .. " 25 JO 4 . 02 2 . 17 S J . ~o 

•e-heru needu 10 . 67 I . . JJ lfi . 67 l . lJ 28 . 00 

-- ------------ -- --- --- -- ---- ----------- -- -- --- --- ---- -- ----- -- -------- ~-- ---- -- -- - ---- --- --------------

Only huoband; Pa• i l y •e.i>ero ; J All fa•ily ae.bera; . Wife :u.!lf 

Wife ~d hu oba.nd; He cod o n ly; Hxperto; 8 Jointly 
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4.4.8.5 Consultation in bouse keeping activities 

Table 4 . 4.B . 5 indicated that about forty per cent 

activities were consulted by jointly with all family 

members. Very meagre percentage was referred to expert. 

4.4.8.6 Final decision in house keeping activities 

With regard to final decision in hous e keeping 

activi·ties, most of the decisions were taken jointly and in 

consultation with family members (Table 4 . 4 . B. 6). 

4.4.8.7 Consultation in social leisure time activities 

Table 4 .4. B.7 revealed that about fifty per cent 

activities were consulted by jointly and fourty two per 

cent activities were referred by all family members. 

4.4.8.8 Final decision in social leisure time activities 

Table 4.4.B.8 d e picated t hat thirty to fifty per 

cen t act ivities we r e fi na l ised by jointly a nd about fourty 

per cent act i vities were taken by a ll f amily me mbers. 

4 . 5 

4.5.1 

Relational analysis 

Correlation of role perception in preparatory 

tillage activities with independent variables 

From the Table 4. 5.1 , it is c l e a r t hat out of 

fourteen independent variables , only four variables na me l y 

age, educati on, size of fami ly and innovative n ess were 

positively significantly associated with preparatory 

tillage and role perception of the farm women . 
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Table 4 . 4 . B .S Consultat ion in h ouse keeping ac tivities 

:> r . H.nuoe k af' pin'l 
.act:ivitieo 

Woting . o weepinq o ( 

ou tTOWld i ng 

l. .5praying ~dw>g water of 

drainge ~d r<~.ngol i 
decoration 

C" leaning utenoi l o 

Wear-ranging houof" hol J 

utenoi lo in p rope r plac l"' n 

Waoh-i ng . f o ldinq c l o the u 

Light.ening k e rnoenP la•pu 

S . .J.l 'L~l 

11 19 

'>.) J 9 . 

20 

13 . ) J 7 . 1) 

" ., 
II 

7 . JJ 10 .00 

7. "...kin~ bedn f nr t> t.-. ... pinq 

~·" n .:• •vin<J .. Superviuion o f houoe hol d 14 15 
~rl< attended by oe rvan t 9 .33 1 0 .00 .. Control o f rdt O, cucckru..c- 14 " heo, aooquit.oo . othero 9.33 ., 
Uo uoehold re~JJiro, •ud, ll 17 

plaotering, white Wd!.lhinq, 8 . 00 

(..."OI'l otruc:t ing c honl.ou 

:>titchinq . mPnrtinq l"luthet' 
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Table 4 . 4 .B . 8 Final decision in social leisure time 

activities 

------ ------- -------- ---- ---- -- --- -- -- ----------- -------------- -- ----- ----- --
!locial leioure ti- Yin .. I dec ioio n Me.u-1 !l . O . r.v. 

activitieu 

------- -------------- -- ------- -- ------ -------------·- -- ---- ------- ---------- ------- -----

Taking care of 20 .. 19 " .. . 21 2 . 14 <; •,. ) 7 

re l;~.tiveu ~d gueot o l ) .33 32 . 67 12 .67 R . 00 6 . 00 0 . 67 21.1"1 

Ce leberat.ing feotiv .. l" 12 ,. 19 10 . 81 2 . '>'> 52 . 91 

12 .00 8 . 00 19 . JJ 12. ~;? 6 . 6 7 IO . tOJ 

) . Attending oocial " )1 " 
,. . ,. 2 . 41 '07. 4 9 

gathering 0 . 67 17 . 33 4 . 00 24 . 67 lS. JJ !L33 1 . 6 7 24 . 00 

Attending cere.oniero 25 " 
., 4 .72 2 . 61; .,, . 4 1> 

rehtt:iveo ~d gueot:o 4 . 67 16 . 67 10 .00 1 0 . 6 7 

5 . lleC'Orati ng the houlJe ,. 15 4 .2 !> 2 . 2A o; 1 . 8 0 

J .JJ J l.JJ 16.00 10.00 5 . 33 20 .67 

.. Vioiting friendn ~d 12 " 21 1 7 52 !>. OR 2. 4 2 41 .60 

neighbooreru 2 . 6 7 14 .00 11 .33 1.11 l 4 . 67 

Taking reot ~d relaxation 15 ., 25 . " 2 . 29 '> 1 . 76 

6 . 00 1 6 . 67 22 . 6 "1 

Going t o _,vieo /cultu.ral 15 10 20 17 4 . RO 2 . 44 \0.97 

progra.-eo 6 . 67 22 . 00 ll .J..J 11 . 33 s .-n 2 . 00 29.11 

9 . Loearning oewing, eabriodery 27 15 15 4 . 48 2 . 4b '>8. 8 7 

~d t.:ai l o ri"9 iilct ivitieo 10 .00 2. 67 22.00 

10 . Attending adult.o 28 10 " " 17 4 . '>1 2 . 6 4 'i 8 . 4 2 

18 . 67 6 . 6 7 18 . 67 2 . on 

I - Only huub..u1d ; W1 [p ~cl[ 

S - Wi (e and huub.md ; 6 • llc ad oo ly ; Hxperto; 8 - Joi n tly 
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Table 4.5.1 Correlation between the preparatory tillage 
and role perception of the farm women wi th 
independent variables. 

Sr. Independent variables 
No. 

1. Age 

2. Caste 

3. Education 

4. Size of family 

5. Type of family 

6. Social participation 

7. Occupation 

8. Land holding 

9. Annual income 

10. Socio-economic status 

11. Information source 

12. Innovativenss 

13. Urban contact 

14. Familism 

Significant at 0.05 level 

** Significant at 0.01 level 

157 

' r• values 

0.178* 

0.048 

** 0.233 

** 0.403 

0.126 

-0.033 

0.109 

-0.077 

- 0.02 5 

0.013 

0.082 

0.182 * 

0 .04 8 

0.042 



The r emaining ten variables we r e not significan tly 

correlated . This showed t hat the re wa s no s igniticant 

relationship b e twee n the preparatory tillage and rol e 

preception of the farm wome n . 

4.5.2 Correlation of role perception in sowing and pre ­

sowing activities with independent variables 

Tabl e 4. 5 . 2 s how e d that out of fourteen 

independent variables only one variable i.e. education was 

positively s ignifican tly correlated with s o wi ng and 

presowing role pe rception of the farm women. 

Table 4 .5 7 indicated that t here wa s no significant 

relationship between the age of rural wome n and her total 

role perception. This wa s also confirme d in case of 

interculture activ ity, role perception wi th caste. This 

might be due to the fact that the maximum per cent of 

respondents age ranged only between 30 to 40 years wh ich is 

reproductive age fo r women. 

4.5 . 3 Correlation of role perception in interculture 

activities with independent variables 

Table 4. 5. 3 i ndi cates that the co mput ed 

correlation coeff icient for e ducation wa s 0.241 wh i c h wa s 

positively s ignificant . Thi s indicates t hat the higher 

e ducation of rura l women were better in t heir total rol e 

perception in i nterculture activity, as compared wi th those 

who had lowe r education . 
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Table 4.5.2 Correlation between the sowing and presowing 
with role perception of the farm women and 
the independent variables. 

Sr. Independent variables 
No . 

1 . Age 

2. Caste 

3. Education 

4. Size of family 

5. Type of family 

6 . Social participation 

7. Occupation 

8. Land holding 

9. Annual income 

10. Socio-economic status 

11. Information source 

12. Innovativenss 

13. Urban contact 

14. Familism 

Significant at 0 .05 level 

** Significant at 0 .01 level 

159 

'r ' values 

-0.097 

0.047 

0.224 ** 

0 .0 61 

- 0.148 

- 0.032 

- 0.012 

- 0.052 

0.021 

0.015 

0.050 

-0 .0 33 

0.036 

0.054 



Table 4.5.3 Corr e lation between the interculture activities 
with role perception of the farm women and the 
independent variables. 

Sr. Independent variables 
No. 

1. Age 

2. Caste 

3 . Education 

4 . Size of family . 
5. Type of family 

6. Social participation 

7. Occupation 

8. Land holding 

9. Annual income 

10. Socio- economic status 

11 . Information source 

12. Innovative nss 

13 . Urban contact 

14. Familism 

* Significant at 0.05 level 

** Significant at 0 . 01 level 

160 

' r' values 

- 0 .070 

0 .104 

** 0 .247 

0.065 

- 0.087 

- 0.047 

0.062 

- 0.089 

- 0.009 

- 0.05 3 

0.014 

0.164 * 

0.0 52 

0.104 



It was observed that there was no significant 

relationship between the size of family, type of family, 

social participation, occupation and land holding of rural 

women with their role perception in intercultural activity. 

The study indicated that there was no significant 

relationship between the urban contact of a rural woman and 

total role perception in interculture activity. This 

clearly brought out that the rural women with frequent 

urban contact had b~tter participation in interculture 

activities. 

The study pointed out that there was positive 

relationship between innovativeness of a rural women and 

her total role perception in interculture. This indicated 

that better innovativeness of farm women helped to increase 

in role perception towards positive direction. 

Familism of a rural women in interculture activity 

was not significantly correlated. 

4 . 5.4 Correlation between the harvesting/post harvesting 

activity with role perception of the farm women 

It is clear from table 4.5.4 that out of the 

fourteen independent variables only three variables were 

significant. This showed that there was no significant 

relationship between harvesting and post harvesting with 

role perception of a rural woman and remaining eleven 

variables . These eleven variables were age, caste, size of 

family, social participation, occupation, annual income, 

socio economics status, information source, innovativeness, 

urban contact and familism. 
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Table 4.5.4 Correlation of independent variables between 
the harvesting and post harvesting role 
perception of the farm women 

Sr. Independent variables 
No. 

l. Age 

2 . Caste 

3 . Education 

4 . Size of family 

5 . Type of family 

6. Social participation 

7 . Occupation 

8. Land holding 

9. Annual income 

10 . Socio -economic status 

11. Information source 

12. Innovativenss 

13. Urban contact 

14. Familism 

* Significant at 0.05 level 

** Significant at 0.01 level 

162 

'r ' values 

-0.016 

0 . 106 

0.284 ** 

0 . 004 

-0.342** 

0 . 017 

0 . 046 

- 0 .158 * 

0.005 

-0.021 

0.056 

0 . 082 

0.046 

-0.052 



4.5.5 Correlation of independent variables between the 

food preparation activities and consultation 

It was observed from table 4.5.5 that there was no 

relationship bet ween t he actual age of rural women and her 

consultation in food preparation decision process. This 

might be due to the fact t hat the respondent's age was not 

considered for the consultation in food preparation 

consultation process. 

The compu ted correlation coefficient for caste was 

-0 .0 24 wh ich was non significant. This indicates that t he 

rural women who belonged to higher castes were consu l ted in 

this activity. 

It was observed that there was significant 

relationship b e tween the soc io -economic status of a rural 

women and h e~ decision mak ing consult ation in food 

preparation activities. This is due to the fact that rural 

women belonged to high economi c status would normally 

consultated in t he food preparation decis ion making. 

The study indicated that there was no significant 

relationship between the information sourc e of a rural 

women and her consultation in food preparation activity. 

This clearly brought out that the rural women we re not 

concerned with information source and this activity. 
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Table 4.5 .5 Correlation of indepe ndent variables between 
the food pre paration activities and 
consultation 

Sr . Independent variables 
No . 

1. Age 

2. Caste 

3. Education 

4. Size of family 

5. Type of family 

6. Social participation 

7. Occupation 

8. Land holding 

9. Annual income 

10. Socio -economic status 

11. Information source 

12 . Innovativenss 

13. Urban contact 

14. Familism 

** Significant at 0 . 01 level 

164 

' r ' values 

- 0.021 

- 0.024 

0.097 

-0.081 

-0.142 

-0 . 213 ** 

-0.145 

-0.059 

0.060 

0. 369 ** 

-0.14 6 

0.389** 

** 0.217 

- o.55o** 



Innovativenes s of the rura l wo men was having 

significant relationship in consultation in food 

pre parat ion ac tivity and decision making. This might be 

due to the fact that the rural women wi th high er 

i nnovativene ss consulted more in food preparation activity. 

There was significant relationship between the 

urban contact of a rural woman and her decision making 

pattern in food preparation activity. The urban contact 

might have exposed the rural women for alternative task 

which naturally increased interest in this activity. 

The s tudy indicated t hat there was no significant 

relationship between the familism of a rural woman a nd her 

decision making in food preparation activity. Thi s is due 

to the rational thinking in certa in functioning of the 

families. 

4.5 . 6 Correlation of independent variables between the 

house keeping activities and consultation 

It wa s observed from Table 4.5.6 that there was no 

relationship between the actual age of a rural woma n a nd 

h er consultation in d ecision making in house keeping 

activities. This might b e due to the fact that there was 

variation in a ge category and as per the age category, 

there was problem in consultation in decision making 

practices in house kee ping activities. 
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Table 4.5.6 Correlat i o n of independent variables between 
the house keeping activities and consultation 

Sr. Independent variables 
No. 

1. Age 

2. Caste 

3. Education 

4. Size of family 

5. Type of family 

6 . Social participation 

7 . Occupation 

8. Land holding 

9. Annual income 

10. Socio-economi c status 

11. Information source 

12. Innovativenss 

13 . Urban contact 

14. Familism 

* Significant at 0 . 05 level 

** Significant at 0 . 01 level 

166 

.. r, value s 

-0.018 

-0.146 . 
- 0 . 190 

-0.065 

0 . 081 

0.273 •• 

-0. 152 . 
-0. 154 

0.065 

0.249 
.. 

0.156. 

0.245 
.. 

0.187 • 

-0.542 •• 



The computed correlation coefficient for caste was 

non significant. This indicates that the most of the rural 

women belonged to lower castes. These lower caste women 

were not consulted in house keeping activity decision. 

There was negative significant relationship 

between the education of rural women and her consultation 

in house keeping activities . This indicates that the rural 

women with lower education were not consulted in house 

keeping activities decisions compared to those who had 

higher education. 

The data indicated that there was relationship 

between the social participation of a rural woman and her 

consultation in house keeping decisions. This might be due 

to the fact that there was higher social participation, and 

there was highest consultation in decision making. 

Land holding and occupation were not found ro b P. il 

signif i can t factors in her consultation in decisio n makinu 

in house keeping activities. This might be due to the tact 

that the rural women belonged to large land holding, do not 

prefer to consult in this activities. 

It was observed that ther e wa s significant 

relationship between socio-economic status of a rural woman 

and her consultation in house keeping decision making. The 

rural women belonging to high socio-economic status would 

normally consult in these activities. 
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Innovativeness of the rural women was significant 

factor in her decision making in house keeping activities. 

This migh t b e due to the fact that the rural women were 

taking initiation in adoption of new things due to 

consultation. 

The s tudy indicated that there wa s significant 

relationship between the urban contact of a rural woman and 

her consultation in decision making in house keeping 

activities. This clearly brought out that rural women who 

frequently visit and hawing urban contact had bett er 

consultation in home activity. 

From t he table 4.5.6, it is observed that familism 

of the rural women and their decis ion was significant. 

This might be due to the maximum responden ts in high level 

familistic and equally in case of less familistic category. 

4.5.7 Correlation of independent variables between the 

preparatory tillage activities and consultation 

It was observed from table 4.5.7 that there was no 

re l ationship between the education , famil y size, type of 

famil y, social participation, occupation, land holding, 

annual income, information source, innovativeness , urban 

contact and famili sm with preparatory tillage activities. 

It was observed that thre was ne gative significant 

relationship between the age, caste, occupation and socio­

economi c status. 
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Table 4.5.7 Correlation of independent variables between 
the preparatory tillage activities and 
consultation 

Sr. Independent variables 
No. 

1. Age 

2. Caste 

3. Education 

4. Size of family 

5. Type of family 

6. Social participation 

7. Occupation 

8 . Land holding 

9. Annual income 

10. Socio - economic status 

11. Information source 

12. Innovativenss 

13. Urban contact 

14. Familism 

Significant at 0 . 05 level 

Significant at 0.01 level 

169 

' r' values 

- 0.161 * 

- 0.164 * 

- 0.059 

-0.041 

0.087 

0 . 148 

-0.203* 

0.151 

-0. 01 2 

- 0.19 3 * 

0.0 35 

0.0 67 

0.071 

- 0.013 



4 . 5.8 Correlation of independent variables between the 

sowing and presowing activities and consultation 

It was observed from table 4.5.8 that only two 

variables were significantly correlated with sowing and 

presowing activities. Social participation was positively 

significant at 0.01 level and occupation was negative ly 

significant at 0.05 per cent level. 

4.5.9 Correlation of independent variables between the 

interculture and harvesting activities with 

consultation and final decision 

Table 4.5.9 indicates that t h e co mput ed 

correlation coefficient for actual age of a farm woman and 

her consultation in interculture activity decisions was non 

significant. This indicates that the age of a rc~pondcnt 

had no effect on her de c i s ion mctkin~ i11 inL eLculLu Le 

activities. This might be due to fact that age factor is 

not important in consultation. 

There was no significant relationship bet ween the 

final decision making in interculture activities of farm 

woman and her actual age . This shows that the decision 

making pattern of a farm woman had no influence on her 

actual age . 
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Table 4.5.8 Correlation independent variables between 
the sowing and presowing activities and 
consultation 

Sr. Indepe ndent variables 
No . 

1. Age 

2. Caste 

3 . Education 

4. Si ze of family 

5. Type of family 

6. Social participation 

7 . Occupation 

8. Land holding 

9. Annual income 

10. Socio-economic status 

11. Information source 

12. Innovativenss 

13. Urban contact 

14. Familism 

* Signi ficant at 0.05 level 

** Significant at 0 . 01 level 

171 

~ r• values 

- 0 .101 

-0. 107 

() . or. 1 

0 . 103 

0 . 045 

0.271 *' 

* -0. 161 

0 . 045 

0.011 

- 0 . 019 

- 0.042 

0 . 020 

O . OR7 

- 0.1\S 



'fable 4. 5 .9 Correlat ion of inde pe ndP.nt var i ables bet wP-P.n rhr inrrrrult"nrP 
and harvest i ng, post harvestinq activities with consult rtt ion 
and fi na l decision 

Sr. Independent variabl es 
No. 

l. Age 

2. Caste 

3 . Educatio n 

4. S ize of f a mi l y 

~; . Typ<' o t family 

&. Social pa rticipatio n 

.,_ Occupation 

fl. Land holdinq 

'1. Armuc1 1 illl '( llllf' 

10. Soc i o - (-,conumi ( · status 

ll. Informat ion ~i<Jun:e 

12. Innovativenss 

13 . Urban contact 

14. Fami lism 

I ntercultur·e 
activities 

Consultat i on Final 
decision 

- 0.003 - 0.073 . . 
- 0.178 - 0 . 184 

- 0.092 - 0.151 

0. 0 13 - 0 . 089 

0. lO<J 0. 1 £)1 

.08 9 0.06 4 . 
- 0.075 - 0.188 . 

.O& A 0. 187 

0. !OJ 0. 107 

0.082 0. 09 4 

0. J 04 0. 0!1 4 

0 . 014 0.028 

0 . 0 50 - 0.010 

0. 14 (, - 0 . 062 

lla rvest inq 
act i vi Lit ::; 

Consultation Pinal 
tif ~(' iS j O il 

-0. 0)2 0. }{}IJ 

- 0.075 - 0.102 

- 0 .051 - 0 . 0 1
) I 

0. 108 0. 027 

0 • Q()IJ 0 • I)J:jlj 

0. 094 0. or, ~ 

.. 
- 0.250 - 0. 20 J 

. 111 0 . J 0 I 

0. 157 0. ). 7(, 

. 0 lfl (). fl{)lj 

· 0 .00 J 0. 0/.0 

- 0 . 06 "1 0 . 1 OH 

0. 012 0.011 

0. UB~1 0. 1 4 1
1 

--- - ----- - -- -- - ------ -- -- - -- - -- - ------ - --- - -- -- - - ----- - ------

Signif ican t at 0.05 level 

Significunl .Jt 0.0.1 l evPl 
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The data supported that there was negativ e 

significant relationship between the caste and consultation 

in decisions with interculture activities . This indicates 

that the farm women who be longed to lower castes was better 

in consultation and final decision in interculture 

activities . 

It was observed that there wa s no relationship 

between education of a farm woman and her consultation and 

final decisions in inte rculture activities . Thi s showed 

that the education of a farm woman had no influe nr. e in 

decision making pattern. 

The data supported that there was no significant 

relationship between size of family and consultation and 

final decision in interculture activities. It might be due 

to the fact that farm women were not having any influence 

on decision making due to the size o f family. 

The study pointed out that there wn s no 

relationship between the type of family and her 

consultation in decision with interculture activities but 

there was significant relationship between the type of 

family and final decision with interc ulture activities. 

This indicates that the family size of a far m woma n had 

more influence on her final decision than the consultation. 

In this study n o relationship was found between 

the social participation of a farm wome n and her decisions 

i n interculture activities . This was a lso confirmed in 
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case of interculture activities decisions . This might be 

due to the fact that very few farm women normally go out 

and participate in social activities in rural areas. 

Occupation and land holding of the rural wome n wa s 

not found to b e a s ignifi cant factor in consultati o n in 

decision making in interculture activities. But however a 

significant negative relationship was observed between t he 

land holding and occupa tion of farm women and her final 

dec ision in interculture activities. This might be due to 

t he fact that farm women belonging to l a rge land holding 

families do no prefer to go out and work in the fields and 

rather the y prefer some alternative occupations. 

No significant r elationship was established 

between t h e family income of a farm woman and h er 

consultation as we ll as final decis ion in interculture 

act ivities . This shows that the family income of a rural 

woman had no e ffect on her decisions in these activities . 

It wa s observed that t here was no significant 

relationship between the socio-economic status of a farm 

woman and h er cons ult a t ion a nd final d ecisions in 

interculture activities. This is general observation that 

fa rm women b e l onging to high socio-economic status would 

normally not attend to farm activity a nd therefore do not 

take any decision. 

Finally, four variables were not found significant 

with d ec i s i o n ma king of farm women in interculture 

activities, namely information sou rces, i nnova tiveness , 

urban contact and familism. 
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Correlation between independent variables with 

total home and farm activities with role 

performance 

It was observed from the Table 4.5.10 that there 

was a significant negative and positive relationship 

between the age of a rural woman and her total home role 

performance as well as the farm role performance 

respectively. The rural women with higher age devoted more 

time in performing their farm and home role. 

The computed correlation coefficient for caste was 

-0.3 1 whi ch wa s negatively significant. This indicates 

that the rural women who b e longed to lower castes were 

better in their total role performance in comparison to 

those who belonged to higher castes. The significant 

negative relationship was also observed between the caste 

of a rural woman and her farm role performance. 

This finding was in line with that of Singh (1968) 

who found that rural women coming from lower caste 

participated in agricultural operation in larger proportion 

than others . 

The study indicated that there was no significant 

relationship between the education of a rural woman and her 

total home role performance . However, significant negative 

relationship was observed in case of farm role performance. 

This clearly brought out that due to the less education 

they were not participate in farm role. 
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Table 4.5.10 Correlation of independent variables with 
total home and farm role performance. 

Sr. Independent variables 
No. 

l. Age 

2. Caste 

3. Education 

4. Size of family 

5. Type of family 

6. Social participation 

7. Occupation 

8. Land holding 

9 . Annual income 

10 . Socio-economic status 

11. Information source 

12 . Innovativenss 

13. Urban contact 

1 4 . Familism 

.. Significant at 0.05 level 

** Significant at 0.01 level 

1 76 

Role performance 

Home Farm 

-0.892 ** 0.846 ** 

-0.313** -0.231 ** 

0.140 -0 .438 ** 

0 . 186* 0.572** 

-0.129 -0.709** 

-0.016 -0 .741 ** 

0.640** -0 . 033 

0.822** -0.818** 

-0.411 ** o.soo** 

-0.160* -0.815** 

0.107 - 0.602** 

-0.131 -0.548** 

0.762** - o . 8oo** 

- 0.132 - 0.] 53 



The data s upported that there was a signiticant 

positive relationship bet wee n Lhe fdmily ,;i;:e u[ t·uLdl 

women and her total home role performance. The rural women 

having more number of fami ly members d evoted more time in 

performing their home r o l e. There wa s significant 

relationship netween the family size of a r ural woman a nd 

her farm role performance. It might be due to the fact 

that the rural women normally attend to the agricultural 

work wherever the work is available irrespective of their 

family size. 

I t was observed that there was no significant 

relation ship between the type of family of a rural woman 

and her total home role performance. However, a negative 

significant relationship was observed between the type of 

family of a rural woman and her farm role performance. It 

might be due to the fact that t he rural wome n wi t h joint 

family belonged to more family members and they depend un 

other's help for discharging farm duties instead of 

attending personally to the farm work and home work . 

In this study no relationship was found b etween 

social participation of a rural woman and her total home 

role performance. This might b e due to the fact t hat a 

very few rural women normally go out and parti cipate in 

social activities in rural areas. Singh {1968) s upported 

to this findings . 
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Urban contact was significantly correlated with 

home role performance. However, there was negative 

correlation between urban contact and farm role 

performance . This is due to fact that frequent vi s it t o 

ci tie s, there wa s higher participation in farm activities . 

The study indicates that there was no corre lation 

between occupation and familism of farm women with farm 

role performance . This is due to fact that most of the 

respondent were landless labour and they were not affect by 

occupation. 

The study indicated that there was significant 

negatively relationship between land holding and farm role 

performance. This might be due to fact that farm women 

belonging to larger land holding family do not preferred to 

participate in farming. 

4.5 .11 Multiple regression between the independent 

vairbales and the dependent variables farm 

activity role performance 

Table 4.5 . 11 showed that out of the total 

variables selected to know the impact on the role performed 

in farm activities only two variables were positive and 

significant and one variable have shown negative impact. 

The coefficient of multiple determination of 

relationship of the selected variables and dependent 

variable role performed was 0.809 which was highly 

significant. This indicated that the selected variable 
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Table 4 .5. 11 Multiple regression a nalysis between Lhe 
independent variabl e s a nd lann colP 
performance 

Sr. Independent variables 
No. 

1. Age 

2. Caste 

3. Education 

4 . Size of family 

5. Type of family 

6 . Social participation 

7. Occupation 

8. Land holding 

9. Annual income 

10. Socio-economics 

statu s 

11. Information source 

12. Innovativenss 

13. Urban contact 

14. Familism 

b 

1 . 6521 

- 0 . 4479 

1 . 2047 

- 1. 4 839 

-4.7311 

-1.2245 

3.4446 

-3.5680 

-0.14 76 

- 0.5374 

- 1.3471 

0.1950 

0. 5114 

0.1712 

* Significant at 0.05 l evel 

** Significant at 0.01 level 

1 7 ') 

t 

3. 5692 ** 

- 0.49 28 

0 .4398 

- 0 .6860 

- 1.34 16 

- O.H 4 H7 

0.7145 

-5 . 2983** 0. 809* 3. 

- 0.3812 

- 2.41.63 

- 1.5932 

0. 3 252 

* 1.9717 

1.0681 

F 

.. 
777 



explained 80 . 90 per cent variation of the total role 

performance . The calculated ' F' value 3 . 77 was highly 

significant at 0 . 05 level of probability. 

Correlation with perspective role and independent 

variables 

From the table 4 . 5.12, it is noticed that out of 

fourteen variables only one variable familism was 

positively significantly related with perspective role in 

farm activities. 

4.5.13 Path analysis of independent variables with role 

perception 

The path analysis of fourteen independent 

variables was made on the basis of their total correlation 

co-efficient with role perception of rural women. This 

facilitated in finding out the direct effect and also 

indirect effect through other factors included in the 

correlation study. Where the direct effect was less or more 

than the ' r • value extent of indirect e ff ect of other 

factors allied with the direc t ef fe ct could b e located . The 

positio8 is presented in Table 4.5.13. 
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Table 4.5.12 Correlation with perspective role with 
independent variables 

Sr. Independent variables 
No. 

1 . Age 

2. Caste 

3 . Education 

4. Size of family 

5 . Type of family 

6. Social participation 

7 . Occupation 

8. Land holding 

9. Annual income 

10 . Socio-economic status 

11 . Information source 

12. Innovative ns s 

13. Urban contact 

14. Familism 

Perspective rol e in 
farm activities 

0.079 

0 . 070 

0 . 118 

0.048 

0.056 

0.083 

0.048 

0. 013 

0.136 

0.052 

- 0.036 

0.125 

-0.082 

0 . 335 ** 

----------------- --------------------- ------------ --------
** Significant at 0.01 level 
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Table 4 . 5.13 Path analyoio of corTe latio n t.""Oe ffici e nt between independent variableo and role percepttvn 

in f ou. activity 

Sr . Independent 

No . vari;ahleo 

COrTelation Direct Indin!!ct laportant factoro having aaj o r indirect e ffr .:t 

CO-efficient effect effect 

----------- ----------------------------- --- ----------- -------- -- ------- -------------- - -----------

A ) i'enlol.lfldl cha.n~cteriotico 

B) 

C) 

l . Age 0.8 4 70 

l . Kduc .. t.. ion 

0. 4 685 0 . 3785 5ociu- ec:onco.ico otat..uu (O.If> 4 ~). L-nd h n ldinq {U.221fo) 

Urban contac t ( - 0 . 6861) 

- 0 . 0021 - 0 . 2J09 :k>ciu- econoaaicu otatu:l ( - 0 2J 04).L.and h o ld i ng ( - 0.0614) 

Urb...tn 1-"'ntact (0 . 2140) 

o . 0 '/ 89 - 0 . .11 1,. :;...-i n- e t:'< >n<"*icn 11tatuo ( - 0 . 4 269),1M.md hnldinq ( 0 . 12 1 '>) 

Urb.UI l't>llt .lcl ( 0 . 16 '19) 

:>ocio-toconoaic c hardcterint icu 

.. Paai ly oi1e 

5. Fa•i ly type 

.. 5oci al 

participation 

7. Occupation 

8 . Land holding 

.. AnnUdl inco.e 

Socio-econo.ic 

otittuo 

0 .5 1~6 

- 0.7143 

- 0.7812 

0 . 5331 

- 0 . 80~2 

0 . 4 76R 5ocio-econocaicn otatuu (O.S018), 1 ... and h o lding (0 . 1781) 

Urbom contact ( - 0. 44 29) 

- 0 . 1267 -0. 58 76 5ocin-econo~~i cu o tdi:U :l ( - 0 608 4 ), 1.dlld h n ldinq( - 0 194!) 

Urb.u1 con t ..t cl. (0 .5 41)) 

- 0 . 0557 - 0 . 6503 5ocio-econoa~icn otatuo ( - 0 . 699'/),l.a.nd tu.> lding( · ll . lqqu) 

Urban o·nnt. ~rt. (0 . F>02'\) 

0.0076 - 0 . 0732 Goc i o-econocaic u t1tat.Ut1 ( - 0 . 0988), 1'am il i o 111 ( - O . O'i 07 ) 

Urbdfl cont .. ct (0 . 1 2 47 ) 

-0 . 2930 - 0 . 488 2 ::>ocio-econa.aicn otatuo (0 . 6646).1'ype o f famil y ( - U. fli'IJ"I) 

Urban c o ntact (0.6117) 

0 . 025 4 0 .5 0 7 7 Soc i O-I!!COnomicn ot.atuu (0 . 4791),1. .. md hvldin~J (O . t 'iO"i ) 

Urban contact ( - 0. 4 5 17) 

- 0.87H - 0 . 0642 Type o f faaily ( - 0 . 0883). Land holdinq (-0 . 2 21S) 

Ur-ban (.."'iltdct (0 .'1724) 

Other c haracteriotico 

ll . Inforaation - 0.5692 - 0 .0 187 - 0.5505 

lrulOvativl!!neoo - 0.5965 0 . 0092 - 0 .5 8 73 

IJ . Urban contac t: - 0 . 8032 0 . 790 4 - 0 . 0 128 

0.2 406 - 0 . 2 44 6 

.:>ocio-econom icn ntatuo ( ~ 0 . 4544) , t •• md holdinq ( ~ O . l"l'>b) 

Urban con t .act (0 . 448 0) 

!k>cio- econoca icu otatuo ( - 0 . 4977),Land holding { · 0 . 1 '> 49) 

Urban contact (0 . 459 5) 

!iocio- econOCIIicn ntat;un ( - 0 . 85'15),Land h o lding ( - 0 . 2274) 

8ducation (0 . 6.167) 

~->ein - econoa~icn uldt:un ( - O . l 4 17),L.uld hol ding ( -O. OI'il) 

Urban ront.ac t (0 .0 12 7) 
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1. Age 

This factors wa s highly s ignifi~antly ~nrrelated 

with role perception. The ' r' value was 0.8470 as against 

the direct effect of 0.468 5 whi c h wa s con s iderably hig her 

than indirect effect. The ma jo r i ndir e~t factors 

influencing the ' r' value were soc io -economic s tatus and 

land holding in positive and urban ~ontact had 11 egat ive 

significant effect. 

2. Caste : 

This factor was n e gativ e ly s igni L i. ca nLl y 

correlated wi th role perception. The 'r ' value was - 0.213 

as against the direct effect - 0.0021 . The ' r • vulue wa s 

greater than the indirect effect . It mean s that indirect 

effect of socio-economic status has cont ributed through 

caste. 

The indirect factors influencing the ' r' value was 

urban contact with positive effect and socio - economic 

status and land holding were having negative effect. 

3. Education: 

This factor showed negative and highly significant 

correlation with role perception . The total correlation was 

- 0. 39 08 which wa s less than the direc t effec t (0 . 07 89). The 

i ndirect factors influencing ' r' value were socio-e~onomi~ 

s tatus and land holding whi c h had negative effec t. However 

urban contact had positive effect. 
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4 . Family size 

This factor was found positive si~lnj t i cuntl y 

correlated wi t h role perception. The · r• value was 0.5196 

and direct effect was - 0 . 0428 . The ' r' value war> greater 

(0 . 4768) than indirect effect . Th e indirec t factors 

influencing the ·r• value were socio -economic status and 

land holding in positive direction and urban contact in 

negative direction. 

5 . Family type : 

This factor was negatively signif icant correlated 

with role perception. The · r • value wa~ -0 . 714:1 which wa s 

gre at e r t han direct ef f ect (-0.1267). The indirec t factor~ 

influencing the · r' value were urban contact wit h positiv" 

direction and socio-economic status and land holding i11 

negative direction. 

6 . Social participation : 

This factor was found negative sig ni ficantly 

correlated wi th role percepti on . The ·r • value was - 0.70 6 

which is greater than the direct e ff e ct ( - 0.05 57 ). Th e 

indirect factors influencing ·r · value were socio-economic 

status, land holding in negative direction anct urhdn 

contact in positive direction. 
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7. Occupation : 

This factor was not found to be significantly 

correl ated with role perception. The · ~· value wa s - 0.0808 

which is smaller than direct effect 0.0076 . The indirect 
I 

factors influencing ·r • were urban contact in positive 

direction and socio-economic status, familism in negative 

direction. 

8. Land holding : 

This factor was significantly correlat e d in a 

negative direction. The " r' value was - 0.78l~ which is 

greater than the -0 . 293 viz. direct effect . The indirec t 

factors influencing were socio - economic status, urban 

contact in positive direction. Howev e r family type in 

negative direction. 

9. Annual income : 

This factor was positively correlated with role 

perception. The "r' value was 0.5331 which is greater than 

the direct effect (0.0254) The indirect factors 

influencing were socio-economic status and land holding in 

positive direction and urban contact in negative direction. 

1 0 . Socio - economic status : 

This factor was found ne gative ly and significantly 

correlated with role perception. The · r· value ( - 0.8092) 
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was smaller than the direct e ff ect ( - 0.8 73 4 ) The indirect 

factors influencing were land holding, type of family in 

negative direction and urban contact in positive direction . 

11 . Informati on source : 

This factor wa s found negatively significant 

correlate d wi t h role p e r ception . Til e ·,. , vill lw ( - O.'ifi'l 2) 

was greater than the direc t effect ( - 0.0187) The i nd irect 

factors i n f l uenc ing we r e land holding and socio-economic 

status in negat ive direction and urban contr~ ct i n positive 

direction . 

1 2. Innovativeness : 

Thi s factor wa s found negatively and significantly 

correlated with r ole perception. Th e 'r ' value ( - 0.5965) 

wa s greater than t he direct effect (0.0092) The indirecl 

factors influencing were soc i o-econ o mi c stat u s a nd l a nd 

holding in negat ive direction a nd urban contact in positive 

direction. 

13 . Urban contact : 

Thi s fact or wa s negative , s ignificantly corre l ated 

with role perception . The 'r ' val u e ( - 0.8032) was grater 

t h an t h e di rect effec t (0.7904) Th e indirect fac tor 

influencing were socio- economic status and land holding in 

negative d i r ection, a nd e ducation i n positive direction. 

186 



14. Familism : 

This factor was not found to b e signiticantly 

correlated with role perception. The · r· value was - 0.004 

which is smaller than direct effect (0. 2406). The indirect 

factors influencing "r' value were socio -economic status, 

land holding in negative direction and urban contact in 

positive direction . 

4.5.14 Path analysis of independent variables with role 

performance 

1. Age 

This factor shows positive 

correlation with role performance. The 

and s ignificant 

" r ' value wa s 0.846 

which was considerably greater than direct effect. However 

the difference is considerable (0.4956) The indirect 

factors influencing "r ' value were socio-economics status, 

land holding and type of family in positive direction 

(Table 4.5.14) 

2. Caste : 

Caste wa s found negative and si~11j t icrtnt I y 

correlated with role performance. The "r' value (-0.231) 

wa s considerably greater than direct. effect. However t111~ 

difference is considerabl e ( - 0.2063). The indi ,·ec t· (dclc" ·'; 

influencing "r' value were socio-economi c status and land 

holding in negative direction and urban contact !11 positivP 

direction . 
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Tilble 4 . 5 . 14 Path analyaie of correlation coefficient between independent variableo and rule perfo naance 

in fa.rw a.ctivity 

~--~- - - - ~ -~- -~ ------------ ---------- ------ ------------------------------ ---------- -------- -- --------------
Sr . Independent 

No . variables 

Correlation Direct Indirect I aportant factoro having aajor indirect effect 

Co- efficient effec t effec t ----- ----- --- ---- --- ----- ---------------------------- ------- ------------- --- -- -- -- -- --- ---------- ------ -- -

A) l'eroonctl c haracte riuticu 

1 . Age 0.8 4 60 

J . HdU C"dt.ion -0 . 4 Jfl2 

B) !iocio - econo~aic c haracterioti co 

4 . P;;a.ai ly oize 

5. Pa• ily type 

6 . !loci .t.l 

participottion 

7. Occupat ion 

0 . 5716 

-0 . 7 41 0 

-0 . 0 )28 

8 . !..and holding -0.8 182 

9 . Annua l inco.e 0 . 5005 

Soci o- econot~ic -0 . 8145 

C) Other <·haracterioti co 

ll . Info r.atio n - 0 .602 0 

12 . I nnovat iveneou - 0 .5 48 0 

lJ. Urban contact -0. 8000 

-o. 153 0 

0.350 4 0 . 4956 !ioc i o - econo-.ic otatu o (0 5207 ) , Land h o ldinq (0 . 2760) 

Type o f famil y (0 . 05181) 

- Cl . Cll 4 "1 - n . z n,;l :;.-..•j ,. . ,.,.,.,,,""i• · r•t ,,t· •~:• ( - n I O,J..Q), IIrb. u • o·nnt . u·t (n I '1") 

1-.md hol din•J ( o . 07RI) 

0.0201 -0 . 41 75 !iocio- e cona.i c otatun ( - 0 . 2906l.Urban t..-untd c t(0 .22 td) 

!..and holdi ng ( 0 . 1500) 

0369 0 .53 4 7 !ioc i o-econa.i c otatu o (0.3 4 16) ,Urban contac t ( - 0 . 272 1} 

!..and ho lding (0 . 2200) 

- 0 .0790 0 . 6295 :Joc i o- et.."'na. ic utatun ( - 0. 4112),1..and holdinq ( - 0 . 2196) 

Urbdn contac t. (O.~Jl8) 

~ 0.0 6 7 1 0.6739 :.>orio - econa.i c ota t.un { - 0 476 4 ).W.nd holdinq ( - 0 . 2 4 5b) 

Urbcul contact (0 . 3701) 

O.OJ 08 - 0 . 0020 !loc i o- e conoci c u tatun { - 0 067l), Ur b a n cont.o c t(0 . 0'166) 

I nfor.ation uource( - 0 . 0127) 

- O . J6l'l 0 . 4 555 .aocio- eC"'noca ic otat uo ( - 0. 4 52 4),U r ban contdc t(O . I 'ISR) 

ln[or.at:ion oource ( - 0 . 0541: 4 ) 

-0.0186 0 . 4819 Soc io-eco~ic ot:atuo (0 . 3l63) , Urban contact (-0.2776 ) 

Land h o lding (0 . 1858) 

-o . 59 4 6 Urban c ontact (0 . 4146) , !..and h o l ding {·0 . 2'159) 

Type o [ [a.•ily ( · 0 . 0550) 

- 0.08 7'1 0.5 1-4 3 !.>ocio- econa.i c otat:uo ( - 0.30!i3 ),L.m d h o ldin•J { - 0 21&8} 

Urban contact (-0.4:753) 

0.0 1 77 -o.o;JoJ !kJC..•io - t• t..·•nna. ic ot.at. uu ( · 0.309 1),1..61'1d hold.i n 9 ( - O . I 9 1Z) 

Urb,•.n c o n tact ( 0 . 282 4 ) 

0. 48 5 6 -0.3 144 !>oc i o - econo.ic otatuo ( - 0.5810 ), Age ( - O . J042) 

!..and ho lding ( - 0 . 280ti) 

O .O "i'il'il -0.09 )1 Gocio - ,.rona.i c nt.atuo {·0.097 8),J.,and ho ld inq ( - O . O,.I4 ) 

3oc ial participation { - 0.02 18) 

1 8 8 



3. Education 

This factor was negative and significantly 

correlated with role performance. The 'r' value was -0.438 

which was considerably higher than the direct effect . 

However the difference is -0.4175. The indirect factors 

influencing 'r' value were socio-economic status and land 

holding in negative direction and urban contact had 

positive direction . 

4. Family size 

This factor was positive significantly correlated 

with role performance. The 'r' value was (0 . 5716) and the 

direct effect was (-0.0369). The ' r' value was greater t ha 11 

the direct effect. The indirect factor s influenc ing ' r ' 

value were socio-economic status and land holding in 

positive direction and urban contact in negative direction. 

5 . Family type : 

Thi s fac tor wa s f o und n e g a tive ly significa n t 

correlated with role performance. The ' r' value was - 0.7085 

and the direct effect was -0.0790. The 'r' value was higher 

than the direct effect. The important factors having major 

indirect effect were socio-economic status, land holding in 

negative direction and urban contact in positive dire ction. 
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6 . Social participation : 

Thi s fac tor wa s fou nd n ega tive l y significant 

correl ated with rol e p erformance. The 'r' val ue was -0.741 

which wa s consid erably greater than the direct effect. 

However difference is considerable (0.6739). Th e indire~t 

factors effect were socio-economic status, land ho lding in 

negative direction and urban contact had positive effect. 

7 . Occupation : 

Occupation was not found s ignifica ntl y correlatPrl 

with ro l e performance. The co rrelation coefficient was 

-0.0328 as against t he direct effect 0.0308. The ' r• value 

was smaller than direct effect. The factors having indirect 

effect were socio-economic status and information source in 

negative directio n and urban contact had positive 

direction. 

8. Land holdi ng : 

This factor shows negative and significantly 

correlated with role performance. The ' r' value wa s -0.8182 

which was considerabl y greater than the direct effect. 

However the difference is considerable (-0.4555) The 

indirec t f a ctors i n f luencing 'r ' value were socio-economic 

status, information source in negative direction a nn urban 

contact had positive effect . 
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9. Annual income : 

Annual income wa s significantly correlated with 

role performance . The correlation coefficient was 0.5005 

which was conside1·ably greater than the direct effect. The 

factors having indirect effect of were socio-economic 

status and land holding in positive direction and urban 

contact in negative direction . 

10. Socio - economics status : 

This factor shows negative and significantly 

correlated with role performance. The ' r' value was - 0.8145 

which was greater than the direct effect -0.5946. However 

difference is considerable (0.2199). Th e indirect factors 

influencing ' r' value were land holding and type of family 

in negative direction and urban contact in positive 

direction. 

11. Information source : 

Thi s factor wa s found negatively sign ificantly 

correlated with role performance. The ' r' value was ( -

0.6020) and the direct effect was 0.0877. The 'r• value was 

greater than the direct effect. The indirect factors 

inf luencing were soc io -economi c stat u s, land holding in 

negative direction urban contact in positive direction. 
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12. Innovativeness : 

Innovativeness was found negatively significantly 

correlated with role performance. The 'r ' value was (-

0.548) and the direct effect wa s (0.0177). The indirect 

factors influencing ' r• were socio-economic status, land 

holding in negative direction and urban contact in positive 

direction. 

13. Urban c ontac t : 

This factor was found negatively correlated with 

role performance . The 'r• value was -0.80 and the direct 

effect was 0.4856. The 'r • value was greater than the 

indirect effect. Th e important factors h aving major 

indirect effect were socio-economic status, Age and land 

holding in negative direction. 

14 . Familism : 

This factor was not found significantly correlated 

with role performance. The 'r • value was (-0.153) as 

against the direct effect of (0. 0599). The 'r ' value wa s 

greater than (-0 .0931) the ind~rect effect. The important 

factors having major indirect effect were socio-economic 

status, land holding and social participation in negative 

direction. 

It is seen from the above path analysis that 

socio-economic status, urban contact and land holding were 

the important factors. In most of the factors they place 

negative effect. 
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CHAPTER V 

SUMMARY 

The largest number of women in India live in rural 

areas. The majority of rural women are engaged in home and 

farm operations . It was realised by the planners a nd 

educationalis~ that the participation of rural women in 

productive programmes is mainly responsibl e for promoting 

the standard of living of rural people and to the progre ss 

of nation . Hence, the study of role performance of rural 

women in home and farm activity and the factor s assoc iate d 

with it1 has become important keeping in view of the recent 

introduction of economic programmes for rural deve l opme nt. 

Decision is at the root of all human activities. 

Every individual is confronted with the problem of deci s ion 

making in all walks of life. Every action of an individual 

is the result of the conscious and unconscious dec i sions 

arrived at by him. 

In rural families, the decision making team i s 

usually the husband, wife and sons who are old e nough t o 

express their ideas and opinions about farm and h o me 

activities . 

In the ideal home, all major decision are take n by 

husband in consultation with his wife and grownup childre n, 

but the final say is with husband. In many cases the wif e 
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doe s not int e rf e r e in fa r m matters a n d t h e hu s b a nd i n 

household . Neve r t hless maj or decis i on conne c ted with e i t h e r 

of these sphe r e s a ft e r mutual con s ul tation . 

In the present study a n attemp t has b een ma d e to 

find out the factors assoc iate d with ro l e p e r cepti o n rol e 

p e r fo rmance and d ecis i o n makin<J of th £> rural wo men. ThP 

specific objec t ive s o f study are : 

1. To study profile o f farm wome n in t e rms o f p e rsona l , 

social , economic, psychologic al a nd c ommunity 

variables . 

2. To ide nti f y the dif fer·e n t role perce ption of f:arm wome n 

r e g a rding farm a nd home r elated activi ties. 

3. To know the rol e pe rforme d by f a rm wome n in decision 

making relate d t o farm and home ac tivi t y . 

4 . To e xplore t he re l a t i ons h ip between th e c ha r act: e risti cr. 

o f farm women and their role percep tion a nd rol e 

performed in de c i s ion maki ng. 

Follow i ng were th e ind e p e nd e nt a nd d e p e nd e n t 

variables adopted f o r the study t o achi e v e t h e work i ng 

objectives. 
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------------------------------ --- ------------ - - - ----- - ---- -
Sr. Independent variables 
No . 

De pendent variable s 

---- -- ---- --- ---- -- --- --------------------- ----------------
A) Personal characteristics 

i) Age i) Role pers pective 

ii) Caste ii) Role performance 

iii ) Education iii) Role perception 

iv) Decision making 

B) Soci o-economics characteristic s 

i) Family size 

ii) Family type 

iii) Social participation 

iv) Occupation 

v) Land holding 

vi) Annual income 

vii) Socio- economic status 

C) Other characteri stics 

i) Information source. 

ii) Urban contact 

iii) Innovative nes s 

iv) Familism 
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Hypotheses 

1. There exists a significant relationship between the 

selected characterstics of farm wome n and their role 

perception in farm and home activities. 

2. There is significant relationship between the selected 

characterstics of farm women and their role performance 

in farm and home activities . 

3. Farm women are less consulted in making decision for 

carrying out farm and home activities. 

To attain these objectives, the present study was 

planned and conducted in six randomly selected villages of 

Gangakhed and Purna taluka of Parbhani district of 

Maharashtra state. The research design used wa s ex-post ­

facto. A sample of 150 rural women were selected for the 

study on random basis. The data wer e col lected through 

personal interview method. 

Met~odology includes t he appropriate methods , 

technique and procedures adopted for development of 

scientific tools for data collection, ta bulati on and 

analysis pertaining to the specific objectives of the 

study. The de scription , explanat ion a nd justification 

related with the methods, techniques and procedures have 

also been include d and are presented under the following 

heads. 
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* Locale of the study. 

Physical and social background of study area. 

* Sampling procedure. 

* Data collection. 

* Instrument of data collection. 

* Study variables, conceptual empirical measures a nd 

categorization. 

* 

* 

Analysis of data. 

Statistical tests used . 

* Limitation of the study. 

For the selection of 150 rural women as 

respondents a four st age random sampling procedure was 

adopted. At the first stage Parbhani district wa s randoml y 

selected for the study. At the second stage t wo taluka 

places out of twelve taluka places were randomly selected 

from Parbhani district . At third stage 3 villages from 

each so selected taluka places were selected that all six 

villages had primary health centre and a school to 

represent rural area. At the fourth stage 150 re s pondent s 

were selected randomly. 

In order to carry out the field research, the 

various tools were used such as development of sca l e and 

preparation of schedule. A n e w scal e was develope d by 

investigator to measure the perspect ive expressed by rural 

women as "role perspective scale " by applying likert 

technique of summated rating. The steps involved we r e 
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selection of statement, their sr.ore, item analysis and 

testing of validity and reliability. 

Development of qu estion nair e r.um interview 

schedule was done to facilitate the collection of general 

as well as specific: information of t h e respondent. 

Pretesting of the questionnaire cum interview sr. hedul e was 

done . The main variables considered were those related wirh 

role perception, role performanr.e and cler.ision mak i nq . 

Besides these , variables related with personal a nd socin 

economic characteristics were considered to find out the 

relative role perception, role performance and decision 

making in comparison with the well established imi<~>Jendent. 

variables with the adoption behaviour. The respondents were 

distributed according to character ot variables oil t.lw 

basis of suitable classification and sr.ori ng . Thi s !>erv<>d 

to assess t h e position of the respondents in the ull iven;p 

and to understand their backgrou nd. 

All independent variables were conr;idered r.o filld 

out the relationship with role percept:ioll, nlll' p< •r f onnaJW< ' 

and decision making. ~ 

The regression analysis was done after vr~ ri fyinq 

the relationship of independent variables with rol e 

perception, role performanc e a nd decision making . Th P 

various statistical met hods used were coefficie llt of 

correlation, path analysis and multipl e regression analysis 

with a view to ac h ieve final resulLs. 



Role perception was classified in five point 

continuum. Role performance was cla:;sified i n to five 

categories and measured at five point continuum . Decision 

making was classified int o eight categories and was 

measured on five point continuum perspective scale was 

divided into twelve farm and ten home activities weightage 

for scoring was given on this basis. 

The chapter consists of objectivewise summary of 

study. The results obtained at the end of each sections are 

as follows . 

5 . 1 Profi le of socio-personal, economic psychological 

characteristics of farm women. 

5.2 Role perception and role performance of farm women 

in farm activities . 

5.3 Role perception and role performance of farm women 

in home activities. 

5 . 4 Decision making. 

5 .5 Relational analysis. 

Results 

The results obtained from the study are s ummarized 

below: 

5 . 1 Personal and socio -economi c characteris tics o f t he 

respondents · 

5 .1.1 Age : The general information of the rural women 

showed that 38.00 per ce nt rural wome n belonged to age 

group of 30-40 years. 

1 99 



5 . 1.2 Caste : As for the caste is conc e r-n e d , l1 . 00 p e 1 

cent rural women were from the backward castes , whi le 1 p e 1· 

cent respondents were from the dominant castes. 

5.1.3 Educa t ion : With regard to edu cat ional slr~ t· ur: of 

rural wom e n, maximum ( 66.00 per cenr) were i n lla~ 

illiterate category whil e 15. 33 per cen t of respo nd e n t:: 

were found in the prima ry school . 

5 .1. 4 Size of family : Fifty t wo p er cent I:esiJondent:: 

were from the s mall family size and only 12.67 p e r cent 

rural women were from the large family. 

5 .1. 5 Type of fam i ly : With reference to t h e type of 

family most of the rural women (64.00 per r:e n t) were t rom 

the nuclear family and 36.00 p e r cent rural were from the 

joi nt fa mily. 

5 . 1. 6 Socia l participation: Majority of the res pond e nt Po 

i.e. 95.33 per ce n t ha d parlicipa ted in lormal or~Jim izat.ion 

as a ordinary member out of t he m 4.67 per cent respondents 

we r e officiating me mbers. 

5. 1.7 Occupation : Thirty t wo p e r cent we r e landless and 

22 .00 p e r cent were prac tice d farmi ng only. 
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5 . 1 . 8 Land holdi ng : Th i r·ty two pe r ce n t r esponde nts we r e 

landless but e nga g e d i n f a rming a nd r e maining we r e having 

land. More than 22 p e r cent r esponde nt s were having l a nd 

i . e . more t ha n 8 hacters . 

5.1.9 Annual income: It was found t hat 36.66 p er c e n t 

famili e s were having a nnua l income Rs. 100 0 to 11000/ - a nd 

22.67 pe r c e nt ha d annual i ncome o f Rs. 2 10 00 to 31000/ - . 

Only 1 . 3 4 per cen t of the respo nd e nt s were hav ing a n nua l 

i nc ome Rs. 510 00 and a bove rep r e sen ted ~p ·oss incomP o f t· IH · 

r esponde nts . 

5 . 1 . 10 Socio - economic status: I t wa s found t hat ne a r 

about 40 . 00 pe r cen t o f t he r e spo nde nt (38 . 00 pe r c e nt) had 

middle socio -eco n o mi c stat u s. Tw enty t wo p e r ce n r 

respondents had uppe r middl e a nd upper socio-econom i c~; 

status . In general the socio - economic status was qu ite l ow. 

5.1.11 Information source It was found t hal ne nrl y 

s ixty pe r cen t res ponde nt s u sed ne ighbo ures as sou rce s o t 

information and very few r esponde nt s we r e u s ing ot her 

information sources . 

5.1.12 Innovativeness: Abov e sixty sev e n p e r ce n t 

r e spondents we r e from high category of i nnovat iveness a nd 

only 6.67 per c e n t were f r om low category . 
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5 . L13 Urban contact: Very f e w respondents quoted t hat 

they have no contact with cities but 2 1. 33 p er ce n t 

respondents were having daily with cities. It is furthe~ 

reported that 6 hrs stay was not e d by 78.fi6 p er ce n t 

resp ondents maximum (80 per cent) res po nde nt s we r e having 

main purpose of s h opping, hospital wo rk and v isit to 

relatives . 

5 . L14 Familism: Nearly 5 0 p e r cent of the respondents 

were highly famili stics and l ess fa milistic category. 

5.2 

5 .2.1 

Role perception of farm women in farm activities 

Role perception in preparatory tillage activities 

Most important role perc e ive d by farm women i n 

s tubble collection (38.67 %)seed treatme nt (3G . 67 %) and 

clod crushing (37.3 3 %), not at all important role w a~• 

expressed in preparation of seed bed (3 9.33 %) , applying of 

FYM (31.33% ) and plough ing (30 . 00%) a nd harrowing (27.35%). 

Highly importance was found in seed treat me n t 

(38 . 00 per cent) a nd see pre paration (Jfi.67 %) . Fi'lrm wome n 

were not giving importance in activities like applying FYM, 

harrowing and crop rotation (31. 33 %) . 

5.2 . 2 Role performance in preparatory tillage activities 

Not at all per forme d r·o l e wa s fou nd i n activitien 

like applying FYM (31.33 %) , harrowing (3 1 .30 %) a nd crop 

rotation Dl. 33 %) Most important rol e was d e p icated in 

clod c rushing a nd stubbl e collection. 
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5.2 . 3 Role perception in sowing and presowing activities 

Mo st ofte n perceived role was maintaining 

agricultural implements (36.67 %) and never perceived rol e 

wa s found in se l ect ion of site (33.33 %) a nd selection of 

ropes (34.67 %) . 

5.2.4 Role performance in sowing and presowing 

activities 

Most often performed role was selection of ropes 

(39.33 %) . Never pe rformed rol e was quoted in selection of 

site and deciding distance of palanting . 

5.2. 5 Role perception in interculture activities 

Nearly 35 p er cent respondents were giving 

importance to maint aining plant population applying 

fert ilizer, weeding and hoeing. 

5.2.6 Role performance in interculture activities 

Very negligable percentage were not e d in never 

performing role in spraying/dusting (9 . 3 3 per cent and 

irrigation 7.33 per cent) . 

5.2.7 Role perception in harvesting and post-harvesting 

activities 

Above 35 per cent farm wome n expressed most 

i mportant role in time ot cotton picking, method ot 
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transportation. Nearly 40 p e r cent respondents were 

p e rceiving the role some time in activities, sale of 

produce, tying of bundles of fodder and storing of grain 

seeds . Twenty t wo per cent farm women were not expressing 

their perception in activities like number of storage bins 

and marketing . 

5.2. 8 Role performance in harvest and post-harvesting 

activities 

Most often perf ormed role were quoted in 

activities like storing of animal fodder land marketing 

(34.67 per c e nt) . Equal importance were given to th e 

activities like tying of bundles of jowar fodder, storing 

and treatment o f grain seeds, application of insecticide s 

and pesticides (34.00 per cent). 

5 . 2. 9 Role perception in allied agriculture activities 

Out of 14 activities, nearly 40 per cent far women 

we re perceiving most important role in activities like the 

buying input agricultural seeds, impl e ment , fodder, 

collection of fodder for animals and taking animals to 

grazing etc. Tw o p e r cent farm women were giving mo s t 

importance in keeping the poultry fa rm. 
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5,2 . 10 Role performance in allied agriculture activities 

Above fif t y per cent farm women expressed most 

often rol e performe d i n activities as keeping poultry, 

buyi n g i n p u t agricul t u ral seeds,imp l e ment and fodder . 

Twenty n ine to t h irty six per cen t fa rm women were often 

performed role in milking t h e cattle and care of sick 

animals and cleaning of cattle and cattle shed. 

5.3 Role perception and role performance of farm women 

in home activity 

5.3.1 Role perception in food preparation activities 

Most i mpor t ant role was perceived b y farm wome n 

that was collection of f uel from fiel d s , preparation of 

milk p roduction, preservation of food (29.33 per cent , 

28.67 per cent and 26.67 per cent ) respectively. Not at all 

i mpor tan t role was observed i n cooking, food serving, food 

for family member and guests (18.66 per cent) grinding 

flour masal as (13.99 per cent). 

5 . 3.2 Role performance in food preparation acti vitie s 

Mos t often performe d r o l e was in cooking food , 

grinding flours of masalas (28.67, 33.34 per cent) . From 

this it can be conc luded that role performa n ce was morP. 

than rol e perc eption . 
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5.3 . 3 Role perception in child and family care 

activities 

Most important role perceived by farm women i. e . 

preparing of supplementary food to children and attending 

the personal care (30 per cent). 

5.3.4 Role performance in child and family care 

activities 

In relation to role performance, maximum 

percentage were found in make up children (43.34 per cent) 

caring of sick children (34.33 per cent) and to get them 

immunized. 

5.3.5 Role perception in house keeping activities .. 
I mportant role perceived in activities, shopping 

occasionally for clothes (34. 67 per cent), shopping 

regularly for vegetables (32. 67 per cent), stit c hing and 

mending clothes (32.00 per cent). Least important rol e 

(38 .00 per cent) found in activities like spraying cow dung 

water and daily rangoli decoration (25.33 per cent) 

arrangement of hou sehold utencils in proper place (18.6 7 

per cent). 

5 . 3 . 6 Role performance in house keeping activities 

In case o f role performance, some time rol e 

preformed in activities dusting and s weeping the house and 
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surroundings (39 . 33 pe r cent), spraying cow dung water and 

rang oli decoration (42. 00 per cen t) was h ing t h e clothes 

(4 8 . 00 per cent ) . 

5. 3.7 Role perception in soc ial and lei sure t£me 

activiti es 

Some time perceived role was noticed in activities 

like going to movies/cultural programme (35.33 per cent), 

l ea rning sewing, e mbroidary and tailoring activity (31. 33 

per cent) preparation of fancy articles, doll baskets 

(30.67 per cent). 

5 . 3 . 8 Role performance in social and leisure t£me 

activities 

Above 50 per cent far m women were not giving 

importance to the going movies and cultural programme . 

5.4 

5 . 4 . 1 

Consultation and final decision i n farm activiti e s 

Consultation in preparatory tillage activiti es 

Joint decision were maximum in case of cloud 

crushing , preparation of seed bed , crop rotation and seed 

treatment. 

5.4 . 2 Final decision in preparatory tillage a ctivit i es 

As regards the final d ecis ion, most of the 

decision were taken jointly experts decision were not taken 
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by farm women. Very few activit i es were d ec ided by fa rm 

wome n independe ntly. 

5 . 4.3 Consultation in sowing and pre - sowing activities 

Out of eight tasks, 39.33 per cent were consulted 

in deciding distance of planting by all family members. 

5.4.4 Final decision in sowing and pre-sowing activities 

Womens participation in final decision in sowing 

and pre -sowing activities with respect to selection of 

site, preparat ion of cow dung/manures. Joint decision were 

found in se l ect ion of site (20 per cent), selection of 

ropes for sowing and deciding seed rate (22.67 per cent) 

5.4.5 Consultation in interculture activities 

Ten to sixteen per cent farm women were consulted 

in hoeing, spraying/ dusting of weeding. Joint consultation 

with female members in activities like spraying and dust ing 

(23.33 per cent) maintaining plant population (25 . 33 per 

cent) and weeding (23 .33 per cent ) . 

5 . 4 . 6 Final decision in interculture activities 

Only ten to fourteen per cent final decision were 

taken by wife alone in overall interculture activities . 
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5.4.7 Consultation in harvesting and post harvesting 

activities 

Almost in all activities, joint decision were 

found in sale of farm produce , tying bundles/jowar bundles 

(34.67 per cent) and method transportation (31.34 per 

cent). Husband consultation was found to very low in almost 

all harvesting activities. 

5.4 . 8 Final decision in harvesting and post harvesting 

activities 

Thirty to thirty two per cent final decision were 

taken jointly in harvesting and post-harvesting activities. 

5.4.9 Consultation in allied agricultural activities 

Thirty four per cent farm women were consul ted in 

poultry keeping of raising fodder for animals. 

5.4.10 Final decision in allied agricultural activities 

Joint final decision were taken in activities like 

reusing fodder for animals, supervising the farm labourers, 

and borrowing and repaying the credit for farm/allied 

operations (26.00 per cent, 24.67 per cent and 26.00 per 

cent). 
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5 . 4 . B Consultation and final decision in home activ i ties 

5.4.B . 1 Consultation in food preparation activities 

Majority o f the activities were consulted by all 

family members jointly. Family members decision were 

maximum in all cases . 

5 . 4 . B.2 Final decision in food preparation activities 

With regard to fina l decision, most of th e 

decision were taken by a l l family members jointly. 

5.4.B . 3 Consultation in child and family car e activities 

About sixty per cent farm women were consulted in 

preparation of suppl ementary food and attending of pers onal 

care. 

5 . 4.B.4 Final decision in child and family care activities 

With regard to final decision, most of th e 

decis i on were take n by a l l family me mbers join tly. 

5.5 Relational analysis 

The role perception, role performance and decision 

ma k i ng by t h e fa rm wome n in home and farm activities wa s 

seen finally by finding out relationship of rol e 

perception, rol e performance, de cision making along with 

t he factors of personal of soc i o-economi c c harac teri s tic s 

of t h e respo n de n ts. The res u lts are pres e nted below 

according to the statistical method used. 
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5.5.1 Role perception in preparatory tillage 

Out of fourteen independent variables only four 

variables namely age, education, size of family and 

innovativenes s were positively significant wi th prep~tory 

tillage role perception of the farm women. 

5.5.2 Role perception in sowing and pre-sowing 

activities 

Only education wa s positively signi ficantly 

correlated with sowing and pre-sowing role perception . 

5.5.3 Role perception in intercutlure activities 

Education wa s positively significant with rol e 

perception in interculture activities. There wa s no 

significant correlation betwee n the size of family, type of 

family, social participation, occupation and land holding 

of farm women. 

5.5.4 Role perception in harvesting and post harvesting 

activities 

Out of fourteen independent variables, only three 

variables were significant. Education wa s a significantly 

correlated with role perception in harvesting and post 

harvesting activities. Type of family and land holding were 

negatively significant with role perception. Othe r el e ve n 

variables were not having any corre l ation. 
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5. 5 . 5 Correlation between the f ood preparat ion activi ty 

consul tation in de c i s i on making of the farm women 

and the independent variabl es 

Social participation and familism were having 

negative significant correlation with consultation i n 

decision making in food preparation activity. 

Socio-economic status, innovativness and urban 

contact were positive significant correlation in 

consul tation in food preparation activity. 

5. 5 . 6 . Correlation between the housekeeping a ctivi t ies 

and consultati on with i ndependent vari ables 

Social participation , socio-economics stat u s , 

information source, innovativeness, urban contact were 

positive significant correlated with consultation in house 

keeping decision making . 

Education, land holding and familism were negative 

significant correlation with consultation in house keeping 

decision making. 

5. 5 . 7 Correlation of i ndependent vari ables be t ween the 

preparatory t i l l age and consu ltation 

Age, caste, occupation and socio-economics status 

were negative significantly correlated with consultation in 

preparatory tillage in decision making . 
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5 . 5 . 8 Correlation of independent variables between the 

sowing and presowing activities and consultation 

Social participation was found positive 

significant correlation with con sultation in sowing and 

pre-sowing decision making. Occu pation played negative 

significant correlat i on with consultation in t h is activity. 

5 . 5 . 9 Correlation of independent variables between the 

interculture and harvesting and post-harvesting 

activities and consultation 

Caste was found negative significan t correlation 

with consu l tation and final decision making in interculture 

activities . 

Type of fa mily, land holding played positive 

significant corre l a tion with final decision in interculture 

activities . Occupation was found negative significant 

correl ation with fi nal decision. 

Occ upation was fou nd negative correlation with 

fina l d ecision i n harvesting and post-harvesting 

act i vit i es. Annua l i ncome had positive correlationship in 

connect i on this activities. 
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5 . 5.10 Correlation between independent variables with 

total home and farm activities with role 

performance 

With regard to far m activities , age, size of 

fa mily a nd annual income were found positively 

significan tly correlated with role performance . 

Caste, education, type of family , social 

participation, socio - economic sta tu s , innovn.tivene ss, 

occupation, land holding and urban contact wer-e ne gative ly 

significantly correlated with role performance in farm 

activities. 

In relation to home activities, age, caste, annual 

income an d socio - economic stat u s were negati vely 

significantly correlated with role performance. 

Size o f family, occupation, land holding and urban 

contact were having positively significant correlated wit II 

role performance. 

5 . 5 . 11 Multiple regression analys i s between indepe nden t 

variables and farm activity rol e performance 

It is seen that all independent variable s in the 

farm activity role p e rformance to the e xtent of BO.<JO P"'r 

cent which was significant at 0 . 01 leve l of probability . 

The calculated ' F ' value (37.77 'o) wa s highly s igni. fjcant 

at 0.05 level of probability. Thi s may be dll e to 

participation and bett er role performanc e in f ar m 

activities. 
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5. 5 . 12 Correlation with per spective role with independent 

variables 

Familism was po s itive ly significant with 

perspective role in farm activities. 

5 . 5 . 13 

size, 

Path analysis bet ween i ndependent variables and 

role perception 

It was fou nd that in case of age, 

land holdi n g, annual income were 

caste, family 

significantly 

correlated with role perception . The total correlation was 

indirectly influenced by other independent variables 

reducing thereby the direct effect of the respective 

factors on role perception. 

Important factors having indirect effect on role 

perception which strengthen the total correlation were land 

holding, socio-economic status, urban contact. 

5 . 5 . 14 Path analysis between independent variables and 

role performance 

It was fou nd that in case of age , family size, 

occupation and a nnual income were significantly correlated 

with role performance . The total correlation was indirectly 

influenced by other independen ts variables reducing thereby 

the direct e ffect of the respective factors on rol e 

performance. 

Important fact ors having indirect e ff ect on role 

performance which strengthen the total correlation were 

urban contact, socio-economic status and land holding . 
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IMPLICATIONS 

I mplications of this study of 'perspectiv e cole o( 

farm wome n in decision making' are drawn on the basis of 

the findings in three parts, viz. 

(A) Implications concerning further research. 

(B) Implications concerning 1\gri r.ultural Extension wock. 

(C) I mplications concerning farm women. 

(A) Implicati ons concerning further r esearch: 

1. The findi ngs of the st u dy inclir.atPcl rh<~t filnn 

women are more involved in l ess technical jobs. 

Th e job requ iring us e of sop hi stir.atcd tool,;, 

application of machineries are dominated by men. 

The skill-ful and heavy i mportant jobs are done by 

men. It may be implied that research will be 

worthwhile to develop appropriate technology. Sur. il 

research should b e situation specific and n e ect 

based. 

2. Research efforts are also needed to develop tools, 

applicances a n d machine ries t hat could be easily 

operated by farm women. This will improve t h e 

effectiveness of work that is performed by farm 

women . 

3. Role perception, role performanc e and decision 

making in farming should be studies separately in 

d etail and scale for their measureme n t should b e 

prepared . 
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(B) Implications for extension work : 

1. it wa s observed that most of the farm women were 

less educated, effords should therefore be made to 

e ducate women t hrough adult education programmes. 

It will help them to improve their knowledge and 

understanding about t he procedure invol ve<l in 

perfor:mance of far:m <~ctjvit:ies. 

2. It was observed that most of the respondents wer·e 

landless labourers and they were performin~ <Ill 

farm activities but they were getti ng very less 

a mount. It is therefore suggested that to e nhance 

the other business along with farming it wil l 

encourage the farm women. As regards the role 

perception and role performance , it is seen that 

women were mo stly e ngaged in horne and farm 

activities. These activities involved lo t of 

physical strain. There is ne e d to dev elop and 

introduce appropriate tools and technologi es to 

minimize the physical strain .i nv olved .in f<~nn 

operations. 

3. The rural women were found to be l ess involved in 

operations involving mor e skill li.ke hom" 

decoration and ploughing, Threshing etc. The s kill 

training in s uch operations need to be impaned t.o 

farm women by arranging trainin~ programmes. 
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4. The respond ents were h aving la c k of knowl e dge 

about government help in the form of subsidy for 

purchasing labour saving d evices , and loan for 

other purchasing impl ements, fertil izers etc. So 

the off iciating members should give all us ef ul 

information and s uggestions to them so that t hey 

could take benefit of these scheme. 

5. It was observed that transfe r of technology get 

restricted du e to poor in t ra structural 

development. Most o f the farm activities were 

performed by wome n. However they were not taking 

any final de cision in d ifferent activities. So 

they should encourage to take decision making . 

3. The India d e vel opment se rvic e (TDS) which is 

i mp lemented in I ndia for socia l and economi c 

development of poor wome n should take diff erent 

kinds of training programme on skill - ful farm 

operations and house keeping activities. 

Implication to farm women 

It was observed that women has to do all farm 

activities. They are also involve in home activities 

the refore, they should mi nimiz e their time fro m such 

activit i es and participate in othe r social activities a nd 

other business. So t hey can concentrate their participation 

in monetary help to family . 
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APPENDIX - A' 

A study on the perspective Role of farm women in deci sion 
making 

Schedule 

For Rura l house wife 

PART - I 

1. Name of the home maker 

2 . Name of the husba nd 

3. Age of the home maker (years) 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4 . 

31 to 

41 to 

51 to 

Above 

40 

50 

60 

60 

4. Family type: 1 . Nuclear 2. Join t 

5. Family s i ze: 1. Small - upto 3 members 

2. Middle 4 to 6 me mbers 

3 . Large - 7 and ab ove 

6 . Education status: 

1 . Illiterate 

2. Primary 

3. Middle 

4. High School 

5. Graduate 

7. Occupa t ion 

1 . Labour 

2. Business 

3 . House wife/Farming 

4. Service / Farming 

5 . Farming only 
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8. Land holding (ha): 

1. Landless 

2. Up to 2 hectare 

3 . 2.01 to 4 hectare 

4. 4.01 to 8 hectare 

5. 8.01 to 10 above to hectare 

9 . · Income (Gross) : Rs . 

i. Crop grown during the last year 

-------------------------- ------ -- ----------- -------- ----- -

Sr. 
No . 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Sr. 
No. 

1. 
2. 
3 . 

Area 
Name of the crop ------------------------ Yield 

Irrigated Non-irrigated 

ii . Other earning members in the family 

Name Occupation 

iii. Income from other sources : 
1. Dairying 
2 . Farm labour 
3 . Other source 
Gross income (i, ii, iii) 
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10. Social participation: 

---------------- ---- ---- -----------------------------------
Sr. 
No . 

Name of Institution Officiating 
members 

Member Year 

----------------- --- ----------------- -- ------ --------------
1. Formal organization 

i) Zilla Parishad 

ii) Panchayat Samiti 

iii) Gram Panchayat 
iv) Co-operat ive society 

2. Informal organization 
i) Nabhovani Shetkari Mandal 

ii) Bhajani Mandal 

iii) Youth club 

iv) Any other 

Sr. Source of information 
No . 

1. Neighbourers 

2 . Relatives 

3. Progressive farmers 

4. Local l eaders 

5. Gram leaders 

6. Extension officers 

7. Agricultural Universi ty expert 

8. Group discussion 

9. Raido 

10 . Demonstration 

11. Field visits 

12. Agricultural exhibitions 

13. Agri cultural films 

14 . Local News papers 

15. Any other 
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Yes/No 

Yes/No 

Yes/No 

Yes/No 

Yes/No 

Yes/No 

Yes/No 

Yes/No 

Yes/No 

Yes/No 

Yes/No 

Yes / No 

Yes/No 

Yes/No 

Yes / No 



Socio-economic status scale (Venkatramaiah) P . 1983 
(Eight Term) 

1. Occupation 

No occupation 

Unshifted 

Semi shifted 

Shifted 

Fanning/business 

Professional 

2. Land holding (in ha) 

Landless (No. land) 

Marginal (0.1 - 1.0) 

Small (1.1 - 2.0) 

Semi medium (2.1 to 4.00) 

Medium (4.01 to 10 . 0) 

Large (10.1 above) 

3. Caste 

Schedule 

Mostbackward 

Backward 

Forward 

Dominant 

4. Education 

No schooling (illiterates) 

Functionally literate 

Primary school 

Middle school 

High school 

College 

23 4 

(0) 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

( 5) 

(0) 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(0) 

(1 ) 

(2) 

( 3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(0) 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 



5 . Socio - politics participation 

Without any position in socio­

politic organization 

Official position in one o r more 

organization 

Official position in soc ial and 

political committee 

Financial contribution or raising 

funds for common work 

Active office bearer 

Involvement in community work 

6 . Possess i on 

None 

One farm animal or material 

(0 ) 

(1) 

( 2) 

(3) 

(4) 

( 5) 

(0) 

(1) 

(Bul lock, Buffalo, Cows, Cycle, Furniture ) 

Two farm animals or mat e rial 

(Bullock, Cart, Radio) 

Three farm animals (Improved farm 

implement/News paper /electricity) 

Five to ten fa rm animals 

(Gobargas, Pumpset, Motar Cycle) 

More than 10 farm animals 
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( 3) 

(4) 

(5) 



7 . House 

Shed t hatch e d 

Mud walled & tha tche d shed 

Brick wal l o f t i led 

Concrete house 

Concrate & double stored 

8 . Household 

Small 1 - 3 members 

Medium 4 - 6 members 

Large 7 - 9 members 

Very large 9 & above 

Special features 

(1 ) 

( 2) 

( 3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(1) 

( 2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

12. Extension contact: During the last year have you 

con tacted the following officials ? give the 

following particulars 

Sr. Official 
No . contact 

1 . Zilla Parishad 

2. Panchayat Samiti 

3. Gram Panchyat 

Frequency of contact 
Weekly -- --- -- ------ - ---- -- - ------ - ---

Fort nightly Monthly Never 

4. Co-operative Society 

5. Any other 
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3. Urban contact 
1. Frequency of visit to town/cities 

(Never/Yearly/Six monthly / Monthly / Weekly /Daily) 

2. Duration of stay at each visit upto 6 hrs/ 
above 6 hrs. 

3 . Purpose of visit 
1 . Shopping 
2. Entertainment 
3. Hospital 
4. Visiting to relatives 
5. Discussion wi th experts 

Innovativeness : (Self rating scale developed by Singh,1 972) 

Sr . Statement 
No. 

1. I fell restless till 
I try out a new farm 
practice, I have 
heard about. 

2 . They talk nbou t the 
participation of women 
in decision making which 
is necessary now a days. 

3 . I believe on women 
participation in ne w 
farming system. 

4. Now a days, talking about 
the decision making by 
farm women I would surely 
like to take d ecision. 

Agree 

5. I have heard that increase 
in participation of women in 
farming, definitely increase 
the production . 

6. Some how, I believe that 
traditional ways of decis ion 
making are best . 

Undecided Disagree 

-------- ------ --- ------------------------------------------
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Familism scale developed by 
Prof. Nikhade D. M. 

------------------------ -- ----- ----- ----- -- ----- --- --------
Sr. Traditionality 
No . 

SA A 

----- ----- --- ----- ---- -------- ----- ---- - ------
1. It is not proper to think that 

inter caste marriage defame s the 
family 

2 . One should follow, the convention 
of one's caste of religion 

3. Girl's should be married at the 
earliest possible age . 

4 . Life is not complete until a 
male c hild is born . 

5. It is wrong to think that a 
daughter is s omeones b e l o nging. 

Sr . Traditionality 
No. 

Solidarity 

1. It is not proper to have 
independent property in 
joint family. 

2. It is necessary for solidarity 
of joint family to perform the 
family rituals togeth e r . 

3 . Common cooking maintains the 
solidarity of the family 

4 . Se lf centre d thinkin g damages 
the interest o f a family. 

5. Joint family is harmful to the 
development of ones personality. 
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Integrity 

1. Family members should have affectionate relations with 
other members in the family. 

2 . One has scope to express emotions in a family . 

3. A common occupational pattern helps the integration 
of a joint family. 

4. Mother or grandmother is a proper channel to maintain 
liaison with the head of the family . 

5. Proper conditioning of children can be done in a joint 
family. 

Authority 

l. The right of head of the family is supreme. 

2. The head should consult the family members. 

3. Head of the family can punish every family member. 

4. Guidance of head of the family leads towards progress. 

5. Every me mber of the family should behave according 
to the advice of the head. 
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PART-II I 
Dependent variable 

1) Farm women perspective scale 

Sr . Home activity 
No. 

(Home activity) 

SA 

1. It i s not necessary to consult 
the women for purchase of 
h ou sehold commodities. 

2 . Plastering with cow dung slurry 
and cleaning house is the only 
house hold activity of farm women. 

3. While deciding the marriage of 
children bot h husband and wife 
should be involved. 

4. It is not necessary for girls to 
attend schools and acquire knowl e dge. 

5. It is not necessary for farm women 
to participate in e mbroidery and 
sewing activities. 

6. House decoration at t h e time of 
religious festivals a nd auspiciou s 
occasions is the only duty of women . 

7. Participat i o n in social work is the 
activity of illiterate wome n . 

8. Fetching the water from well is 
the only duty of wome n. 

9. Cleaning of utensils and washing 
of clothes is the only work of 
wome n 

10. While deciding about borrowing or 
lending of money , it is necessary 
to consult the wome n . 
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Farm activity 

-------- ---- ----- -- ------------ ----------- ----- --- - ------- -
Sr. Farm activity 
No. 
--------- ------ ----- --- ---

SA 

----- --- --- ------
1. The suggestions of farm women in 

storage of seeds is valuable . 

2. The harvesting and cutting of 
crops is only possible through 
t h e participation of women in 
fa rm activities. 

3. Preparing bread for feeding farm 
labour is the only work of farm 
women. 

4. It is only because of participation 
of women in farm activities the 
production ha s increased . 

5. The farm women actively participate 
in fruit vegetable storage . 

6. Women perform weeding ope ration 
effectively. 

7 . Preparation of various milk products 
from milk is the only activity that 
performed by fa rm women . 

8. Mi lking and cleaning of catt l e s hed 
is only activity of farm women. 

9. Farm women keep the account of farm 
expenditure accurately. 

10. Farm women undertake marketing of 
farm produce effectively. 

11. The farm women are unsuitable for 
watch and ward act i vities. 

1 2 . Transfer of techno l ogy to othe r 
can effectively done by farm 
wome n. 

2 41 

A N D SD 

---- -------- ----



Role perception and role performance of farm women in farm 
and home activity 

Sr. Role i tem 
No. 

Role perception 

A) Home activity MI I SI L N 

I) Food prepation activity 

1. Cooking food 

2. Serving food for 

family me mbers 

3. Grinding flours 

and masa l as 

4. Fetching wa t er 

from well/tank 

5. Cleaning grains 

& storing in tins 

6. Packing food for 

family me mbers . 

7. Collecting fuel 

from fields. 

8 . Preparation of milk 

products. 

9. Food preservation. 

II) Child & Family care activities 

1 . Preparation of supplementary 

diets & feeding childre n 

2. Bathing & cleaning child ren. 

3 . Dressing combing of c h ild ren 

4. Teaching c hildren , good 

habits & house hold work. 

5. Send ing chi ldren to school 

a nd paying attention to 

their home work. 
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6. Getting children immuzied a nd 

taking care of sick c hildren. 

7. Att e nding to personal care. 

8. Attending to family members 

needs. 

III House keeping activities 

1. Dusting & s weeping 

house and s urronding 

2. Spraying cow dung water 

and drawing rangoli 

decoration. 

3. Cleaning utencil s and 

stocking. 

4. Rearranging house hold 

articles in proper 

places. 

5. Wash i ng and folding clothes 

6. Lighting kerosene lamps 

7. Making beds for sleeping 

and removing them 

8. Supervision of household 

work attended by servant s 

9. Control of rats cockroaches 

silver fish, M . etc. 

10 . Household repairs 

11. Stitching a nd mending 

clothes 

12 . Regular s hopping vegetable, 

frui ts etc. 

13. Selling goods 

14. Occasional s hopping 

15. Borrowing & repaying loans 

16. Saving for future 

17. Maintaining accounts. 
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IV) Social leisure t~e activities 

1. Taking care of relatives 

and guests 

2. Cleberat ing festivals 

3. Attending social gathering 

4. Attending ceremonies 

5. Decorating the house 

6. Visiting friends a nd 

neighbours 

7. Taking rest and relaxation 

8. Going to movies /cultural 

programmes 

9. Learning sewing embroidery 

a nd tailoring activities 

10. Attending a dult education 

c lasses 

Farm activity 

Sr . Role item 
No. 

Role perception 

1 2 3 4 5 

1) Preparatory tillage 

1. Ploughing 

2 . Cloud crushing 

3. Harrowing 

4. Stuble collection 

5. Applying FYM 

6. Preparation of 

seed bed 

7. Crop rotation 

8. Seed treatment 
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2) Sowing & presowing 
1. Selection of site 
2. Selection of crops 

for sowing 
3. Selection of crops 

varieties for sowing 
4. Deciding seed rate 
5. Deciding di s tance of 

planting/sowing 
6. Deciding method of 

sowing 
7. To prepare compost of 

cow dung manure 
8. To maintai n agricultural 

impl emen ts. 

3) Interculture 
1. Weed ing 
2 . Maintaining plant population 
3. Hoeing 
4. Apply ing fertilizer 
5. Spraying/dusting 
6. Irrigation 

4) Harvesting and post-harvesting 
l. Harvesting of cotton/jowar 
2. Time of cot ton picking 
3. Threshing a nd winnowing 
4 . Sale of fa rm produce 
5 . Storing of animal fodder 
6. Tying of bundles of jowar fodder 
7. To dry and clean the grain 
8. To store and giving proper 

seed treatme nt 
9. Cot ton stock removal 
10. Application of insecticide/ 

pesticides. 
ll. Number of storage bins 
12. Method of transportation 
l3. Marketing 
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5) Allied agricultural activities 
1. To milk the cattle 

2. To feed the cattle to 
prepare a cat tle feed 

3. To take care of sick animals 

4 . To collect fodder for animals 
and t o take a n i ma l s for 
grazing 

5. To clean t h e cattle and cattle 
shed. 

6 . To raise fodder for animal 

7. To store dairy e quipment and 
cattle feed. 

8. To keep poultry. 

9. To carry food for men folk 
in the field. 

10 . To supervise the farm 
l aborers work 

11. To appoint a nd give wages 
for farm labou rers 

12. To borrow or repay credit for 
farm/allied agricultural 
operation. 

13. To read printed material on 
farming and a l lie d family 
activities 

14. Buy input of agriculture seeds, 
i mplements fodder for animals 
f e rtilize rs. 

- ------ - --- taking final decision in respect ---
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---------------- ---- ---------------------------- -----------
Sr. Home/Farm 
No. activity 

Persons consulted 

-------------------------------------- ----
Sore 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

Pe rson involved 
in taking final 
d ec i sion 
-----------------
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

-- ------------ --------- ---------------------- ------------- -
I) Food preparation activity 

1. Cooking food 

2. Serving food for 

family members 

3. Grinding f l ours 

and ma salas 

4 . Fetchi ng water 

5 . Cleaning grains & 

storing in tins 

6 . Packing food for 

family membe r s 

7. Collecting f uel 

from fields 

8 . Preparation of milk 

produc ts 

9. Food pre servation 

II) Child & family care activities 

1 . Preparation of supplemen ting 

diets and feed ing children 

2. Bathing a nd cleaning c hildre n 

3. Dressing, combing of c h ildre n 

5. Sending c hild ren to school 

and paying a t tention to 

their home work 

6 . Getting c h ild ren immunized 

and care of sick children 

7. Att e nding of p e rsonal care 

8. Att e nding of family me mbe rs 

nee ds . 
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III) House keep i ng activities 

1. Dusting and sweeping house 

of surrounding 

2. Spraying cow dung water and 

doing rangoli decoration 

3. Cleaning utensils and stocking 

4. Rearranging hou sehold articles 

in proper place. 

5. Washing and folding clothes 

6. Lighting kerosene lamps. 

7. Making beds for sleeping and 

removing them 

8. Supervision of household work 

attended by servants 

9. Control of rats, cockroaches 

silver fish etc. 

10. Hou sehold repairs 

11. Stitching a nd folding clothes 

12. Regular shopping vegetable 

fruits etc. 

13. Selling goods 

14. Occasional shopping 

15. Borrowing and repaying loans 

16. Saving for f u ture 

17. Maintaining accounts 

I V) Social and leisure time a ctivities 

1 . Taking care of relatives of 

guests 

2. Celebrating festivals 

3. Attending social gathering 

4. Attending ceremonies 

5. Decorating the house 
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I) 

II) 

6. Visiting friend s and 

neighbours 

7. Taking r est and relaxation 

programme 

8. Going to movies/cultural 

programme 

9. Learning sewing embroidery 

and tailoring activity. 

10. Attending adult education. 

Preparatory tillage 

1. Ploughing 

2. Cloud crush ing 

3. Harrowing 

4. Stuble collection 

5. Applying FYM 

6. Preparation of seed bed 

7 . Crop rotat i on 

8. Seed treatme nt 

Sowing and pre-sowing 

1. Selection of site 

2. Selection of crops for 

sowing 

3. Selection of crop varieties 

for sowing 

4 . Deciding seed rate 

5. Deciding distance of 

planting/sowing 

6. Deciding method of sowing 
7. To prepare compost and 

cowdung manure 

8. To maintain agricultural 

implements 
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III) Interculture 

1. Weeding 

2. Maintaining plant population 

3. Hoeing 

4. Applying fertilizer 

5. Spraying/dusting 

6. Irrigation 

IV) Harvesting and post harvesting 

1. Harvesting of cotton/jowar 

2. Time of cotton picking 

3. Threshing and winnowing 

4. Sale of farm produce 

5. Storing of animal fodder 

6. Tying of bundles jowar fodder 

7. To dry and clean the grain 

8. To store and treat grain seeds 

9. Cotton stock removal 

10 . Application of insecticides 

and pesticides 

11. Number of storage bins 

12. Method of transportation 

13 . Marketing 

V) All i ed agricultural ac t ivities 

l . To milk the cattle 

2. To feed the cattle and to 

prepare a cattle feed 

3. To take care of sick animals 

4 . To collect fodder for animals 

& to take animals for grazing 

5. to clean t he cattle & cattle shed 

6. To raise fodder for animals 

7. To store dairy equipment and 

cattle feed 
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8. To keep poultry 

9. To carry food for men folk 

in the field 

10. To supervise the farm labourers 

work 

11. To appoint and give wages for 

farm labourers 

12. To borrow of repay credit for 

farm/allied agricultural operation 

13. To read printed material on 

farming activities 

14. Buy input of agri culture seeds, 

fertilizer imple ments fodder for 

animals. 
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APPENDIX -B' 

Perspective role scale (farm activity) 

----------------------------
Sr . 
No. 

Farm activity 
---------------- --------------

•t• value 

---- --- --------------------------- ------ ---------------- --
1. 

2. 

3. 

The suggestions of farm women in 
storage of seed is valuable . 

The harvesting and cutting of 
crops is only possible through 
the participation of women in 
farm activity. 

Preparing bread for feeding farm 
labour is the only work of farm 
women. 

2.2000 

4.432 

4.412 

4 . It is only because of participation 4.600 
of women in farm activities the 
production has increased. 

5 . The farm women actively participate 2.858 
in fruit vege table storage. 

6. Women perform weeding operation 3.604 
effectively. 

7. Preparation of various mi lk products 3.054 
from milk is the only activity that 
performed by farm women. 

8. Milking and cleaning of cattle shed 4.41 2 
is solely the activity of farm women. 

9. Farm women keep the account of farm 2.356 
expenditure accurately. 

10. Farm women undertake marketing of 2 . 276 
farm produce effectively. 

11. The farm wome n are unsuitable for 2 . 754 
watch and ward activities. 

12. Transfer of technology to others 2.151 
can effectively be done by farm women . 

Significant at 0 . 05 %level 2.131 
Significant at 0.01% level 2.947 

Table showing -t · value of statement which selected for 
the final scale. 
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Sr . 
No. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

Perspective role scale (Home activity) 

Home activity 

It is not necessary to consult the 
women for purchase of houshold 
commodities. 

Plastering with cow dung slurry and 
cleaning house is the only household 
activity of farm women. 

While deciding the marriage of 
children both husband and wife 
should be involved. 

It is not necessary for girls to 
attend schools and acquire knowledge. 

It is not necessary for farm women 
to participate in embriodery and 
sowing activities. 

House decoration at the time of 
religious festivals and auspicious 
occasions is the only duty of women. 

Participation in social work is the 
activity of literate women . 

Fetching the water from well is 
the only duty of wome n. 

Cleaning of utensil s and washing of 
clothes is the only work of women 

While deciding about borrowing on 
leading of money, it is necessary 
to consult the women. 

Significant at 0.05 % level 2.131 
Significant at 0.01 % level 2.947 

' t' value 

4.362 

5.138 

2.159 

3.218 

4.001 

2.717 

8.350 

8.416 

3.559 

2.401 

Table showing 't • value of statement which selected for 
the final scale. 
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Subject 

Dear Sir, 

APPENDIX - C 

Dr . D.K . Nikhade 
Head of the Dept . 
Dept. of Agril. Extension, PGI 
P.K.V., AKola 

P.G. studies - Ph.D. in Extension Education 
Judging items pertaining to study on the 
perspective role of fa:rm women in decision 
making - required. 

It gives me a pleasure to inform you that Miss 

Jaishree Vithalrao Ekale, is prosecuting her research work 

leading to Ph.D. degree on the research project, "A study 

on the perspective role of fa:rm women in decision making " , 

in Parbhani district of Maharashtra state under my 

supervision and guidance. 

In this project, she is tryi ng to study the role 

perception, role perfo:rmance and decision making of farm 

women in home and fa:rm activities. 

By referring the available literature and 

discussion with the experts of agriculture and Home Science 

Exten sion, she has prepared statements for role perception, 

regarding the home and farm activities in Annexure I. 

Though all the statements given in Annexure I are 

considered important, the degree of importance of each of 

them may differ. considering your mature experience in this 

field, it is felt necessary to obtain the opinion of the 

254 



judges about the relative importance of each of th e se 

statements. The rating of these statements have been done 

in Annexure I. 

In this connection, I request you to kindly go 

through the list of statements in Annexure I critically 

examine each of them and on the basis of your knowledge and 

experience, indicate the degree of importance to th e 

attached to each of these statements by making (V) a gai ns t 

each item of the Annxure I. 

Inspite of your heavy schedule, you may kindly 

spare some time for this research endeavour, in view of t he 

fact that you have been chosen as one of the judges, based 

on your expertise in this field. 

You may kindly use the enclosed self addressed 

stamped envelope to return the questionnaire duly completed 

filled questionnaire in Annexure. The content of the filled 

in Annexure will be kept confidential and will be used only 

for research purpose. 

Thanking you, 

Your's s ince r e l y 

Encl . As stated above 
(D . M. Nik hade ) 

To, 

~55 



Vlt;IIA 
PAGB 12118 



VITA 

Miss Jaishree Vithalrao Ekale, born on 6th June 
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She obtained her B . Sc. (Home Science) degree in May 1981 

from Home Science College, Parbhani and M.Sc. (Agril. 

Extension) degree in 1983 in first division from College of 

Agriculture, Marathwada Agricultural University, Parbhani. 

She continued her Ph.D . research in Agricultural Extension 

in Post Graduate Ins titute Dr. Panjabrao Deshmukh Krishi 

Vidyapeeth, Akola. 

256 



THESIS ABSTRACT 

a) Ti tle of the thesis 

b) Full name of student: 

c) Na me a nd address of : 

major advisor 

d) Degree to be a warded: 

e) Year of a ward of 

f) Major subject 

g ) Total number of 

pages in t h e thesis 

"A STUDY ON THE PERSPECTIVE 

ROLE OF FARM WOMEN IN DECISION 

MAKING" 

MISS . JAISHREE VITBALRAO EKALE 

Dr . D.M. Ni khade 

Gorakshan road, Laxminagar, 

Akola. 

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY 

1998 

Extension Education 

256 

h) Number of word s in 409 

t h e abstract 

i) Signatu re of t h e 

student 

j) Signatu re, Na me and : 

a ddress of fo rwarding 

a u t hori ty 

~ 
Head ' 

Department flNl iiExtens i on 
Oept.nf htno~inn Frlucatiun 

Dr . P,nti-~ht ~ ·'-l'' l+< h 

Krishi V.,J, 1:1. ·•i.,U LA 



ABSTRACT 

The title of the st udy wa s, A study on t h e 

p e rspective role of farm wome n in decision making. The main 

object ive of t h e study is to know the role performance , 

role perception and decisio n making related to farm and 

home activities . 

The study was undertaken in two tahasils i . e. 

Gangakhed, Puma of Parbhani district of Maharashtra State. 

For measurement of important intangible variables, suitable 

scales were formulated . The questionnaire was pretested in 

non sampled area. The list of home of farm activities were 

pre pared and twenty five farm women from each village we r e 

selected randomly and the house wife was considered as the 

respondent. 

The findings revealed that maj ority of the fa rm 

women belonged to middl e age group of 30- 40 years, were 

having medium e ducational l eve l, belonged to SC and 

backward caste, nuclear and small sized families having 

medium land with them with annual income of Rs. 1000 to 

11000 and belonged to middle socio-economic status . 

Majority were having landless labour and farming occupation 

and used neighbour, relatives , and group discussion as a 

source of information. Innovativensess of farm women were 

having high er percentage and maximum far m women wer e 

visiting to cities for shopping, hospital, a nd visiting to 

relatives . Majority of the farm women were in the category 



of highly familistics. The rural women involvement in farm 

activities were low. But some activities like sowing and 

presowing, allied agricultural activities were performing 

good role. Among the different decision mak ing pattern, 

majority of the decision were taken jointly by all the 

family members. women individually also played a dominate 

role while taking major decisions. 

Most important role was expressed in preparatory 

tillage and sowing and presowing and allied agricultural 

activities. Maj ority of the respondents were often 

performed role in food preparation and house keeping 

activities. Age, size of family, annual income were 

positively and significantly correlated with role 

performance. In decision making age, caste, occupation, 

familism were negatively and significantly correlated wi th 

decision making in farm activities. Size of family, urban 

contact, occupation, land holding were significantly 

correlated with home activities role performance. 

In path analysis it wa s found that land holding, 

urban contact, socio-economic status were playing important 

role in role perception and role performance . The total 

correlation was indirectly influenced by other independent 

variables reducing thereby the direct effect of the 

respective factor on role perception and role performance. 

The main important factors having indirect effect in role 

performance were education, socio economic status b~~urban 

contact. 


