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CHAPTER « L

Rural upliftuwent wag omne of the agjor erusedes which
Gandhijl pursued diligently with the mission of ilmproving the
conditions of milldons who lived im the villages. His concept,
was to serve gs the foundabtion on which the nati@ﬁml pleng fov

gevelopment of independent Indis would be establlished.

Ovapr the last four decades Indlof's effort of planned
shange in 1tz rursl sector bus been diregted through geores of
davelopnent programmes @mplmying‘diffar%nﬁ aporoaches snd
azsorted schemes desipgned bo ceter to werlous gategory of tarzet
groups. An sssessment of these sendeavours howsvor; shows that
with the szeeption of & few successes, »n great many of the
progremnes heve pot accomplished thelr objectiwesg to the deslred
degres of satisfection, In feoet the benelits of develepment
have not *btrickled down' to the lower siraba ol society at
lerge. The rural poor have found wery 1ittls of velue in these

PrOgrRmme s,

The true messure of development iz how 1t sffects peopley
thelr abbitudes snd thelr quality of 1ife. In the rursl seckor,
one Finds thabt there stlill existe m high percentege of the
population which is balow the poverty llne, sn increeaing e
euployment, and & growing perpetuation of an stiitude of depend-
angy is being engendeved on the pert of the poor. Dependency is
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the paychologlesl snbithesis of development. There are g hosb
of factors vhich are resgponsible for the ultimebte outcome of

the various programmaes. Bubt the present study was nobt intended
to investigate into these fectors, instend was concerned with

& gomsvheat inconsploucus problem which hes besn pergistent;
nemely the Inncte lack of Informstion sboubt the various dsvelope

mant programass by the village people in general.

Infornabion 18 & key regouree in rural development and
the communication of information s major function of sxteasion.
Almest every activity considered vital to rurel development is
information related or Informabtion dependent in somevay. uite
often the practlcos which prevells in the working pabtern of the
axbtenslon preonnels 18 to disseminede inforisbion relating to
development programmes through the village or opinion lesders
with the sssumpbtion that it weuld ultimately be delivered Lo the
obher mambors in the village. This baelce tenmnt of the *two
step flow of Informabtion’® theory hes been found o be ineflectiwe
at least ag for ag development related Informatlon is conceyned.
The reason for this being, iaformetion thet hes economie impacd
of ten becomes proprietory or is controlled by those who have
pover or else it cen lose iits economlc value vwhen it beopmes

widely svallable.

Usually the villegs information environment does not have
meny chennels funcbioning to bring development informabtion to

rural people. Thers are a number of soclal networks such as



nalghbourhoods, treditlonsl werkebs, religlous congregations
all of which form part of the troditional styructure of rursl
companicition and function for the most part; ag they always
have for Yraditionsl purposes. Howvever, thers are some kind

of informetion that directly benefils people; e.g. avellebillity
of credlt, the percentags of subsidy that different cabegory

of baoeliclariss ars snbitled ets. are loformetion of a develope
mental naturs. Bub 1% is observed thab inforuation of such
kind esnters e willage usuelly through members who ere influen.

thaly, rescurceful snd probvably enjoy higher status.

Congaguently these ‘ellite’ members gzain control of such
information and probably se there may be ¢ higher degree of
homophily smongst the nebwork asmbers of sueh individusls vho
interact with each othery depending upon ths Inteasity of
ralatlionghip thet links thewm with one enother, the lnformation
ia soresned end does not trickle down to non elites who sye
not in their networks. Reo and Bogors{idsd) testify from their
study that homephilous network structures amongest members in
g village causes new inf@rmati@n to spreed horizontally rethsy
than verticelly snd therefore limits the flov of dewelopmentel
information. Despite the paucliy of empirical studies yelabed
to the problem under study there sre & few subjectively
relevent work wvhich offer adeguute support te the lmportence and
need for such investigaetion. Schremm (1964) after peviewing
many ressarches in aammumimmtimm conclusively stebed that
rerapt avents oan be aarried effectively by grapevine comminice-

tion but interpretive, expleinatory, technlesl and persussive



mneterdasl sre hop2loasly dlstoried 1f carrled at 2ll by the
gravevine commmication.® Clmilarily Tadave (1935) observed
from ths survey study of the IRDP in HYaryasna, thot the beneficle
ari28 of the wvericus anbtipoverty programmes have very little
gecass and expogure to mags modia. Turther hardly any respondent
mantiloned villags leaders or opinlon lepders gs the poosible

spurees of now develeopnental inforastlon.

Therafore, o study of communicabtlion proceasses based on
sociel relatlonships and their interactions would enwpble one
to examine the rationale of seeisl trensformetion ag well as the
structures which govern individuals and the Information itssll,
For in the developmen® of soclety, commmicablon procuosses
esnnot be geen In dscletion fprom the particulser soclotal errengee-
mant  uwnder which they have developed end restrictions through
whiclh they exert thelr inflaence. Ibruchtural constreints are
spoletal obetacles thab restrict the opporitunitios of dndlviduals
who leck the besilc resourcesy nesmely the rural poor, to partici-
poate fully end equitebly in the dewvelopment process and in the
gharing of benellits of o glwen gocisl oyotem. Inherent in the
notion of structursl constraeints is & slbuation of loecusllily
in allocation of goclety's gocds snd g process of confliet and
poweyr gtrugegle. These are iﬁ@ntiﬁimd ag 'structuralt in the
gense bhat the individual along camnot affocet them but sulfers
the consgequences. It would be tharefore, futile to try and

pxamine the pabtern of communiertion apasrt Irom lts soclial



struckturel retting,

Human relatlionships represent the symbolic forms which
in turn constitutes s sociml resllty. snd it is commonly belleved
thet, ‘how wo commuinicmte determines how we relste, Just as
how we relete detersines how we commnicate’. Hence sociel
relatlionships provide the channel end the behovicurlial sebbing
within wnich inforastion is treausmitted end used. Sinllerily
the comaunlby provides a useful fremework for sociel pnd intella-
ctual intersction where informetlon processing tekes plage
batween the members, For both development snd communicsbion
takes plece within communities inciuding the other diverse
aetivities of humsn belngs vhich tokes Into secount the rulss,
senctlons, stetus, powaer, sconomic motlves, customs beliefs
yelues snd rltusle. 411 these sre o pert of the context of
human communication end ot the ssme time, changs in these elew
ments all serve to define progress tovwerds development. Thersw
fora these sirucbures and channels snd the rules which govern
the way they function, sll ere essenbtlsl in sssessing the

affectiveness of communic.bion in & sociel wyaﬁ&my

Communication constitutes the major substence of the
relationship betwesn the mombers of a group. Some scholars wlso
suggest thet the soelal interreletionships amongst a group of
members is synonmous to the commumication nefwork which ultimae-

tely gowverns or conbtrols the flow of lanformetlion of common



Interest within thelr scolcsl surrosacing., The poloe of networks
in the atudy of comaunleation ig ingresaloply recoznized by
seholors (Hogers L977) end o couprehend the individusl in his

sockel s2iting, Fischer st al. {1077) advocsbte the ased to undere

£3

stond The fdae wosh of goclal relations buobween ths parsons and
seclaty, Sthat L, we aust undersbend soclel networks. Thus 1%
webrsats o esplore the zubent bo which the soglal nabworks in
& villoge cun pe ubilised for identiiyiunz the structaral feebures
i rarsd indorsatlon eavironment nd redose the disparlitlies in
thae lovel of infoessbion snd 1bs distridbotlon smpag the ddfferent

sugments of the villege conmunlby.

in the nregent gbady ca attempt bes beon wmude to fiad oub
the exlstent pattern of communlestlon in e willage by ensploying
the soelol network notlon. “hercin the comugnication smonzst
Individunls is beine intervreted on the besis of thelr soclsl
relational charucheristios. 4 whole viliuzge approsch wes selectsa
for the present investigetlon. Hesplog in view the problem stabed

cbove this sbudy was cerried oub with the following objectives:

de To study the exlstent pattern of commmication In o
village by mesns of the soolsl netweork.

By T find oubt the soclo-peprsonsl profile of the villagers
on the basls of selected veriables.

B To depeoribe snd aompars the interversonsl communicetbion
structure Iin bterms of soclsl nstwork lndicss, such as

ACTIVITY, BIVIRSITY and DENSITY.



4y To ascertnin the velstlonship smong the individusl and
network varisblsswilithe lewel of Inwlvement in esch
mﬁ the three csste cebegory of respondonts.

B To deteraine the relastive Influence if any, of the network
and fadividusl verishbles on informstion sequisition seross

the three gaste group of respondenbs.

The sppliceticon of socaizl nebvork indices employed in
this study vwill nob only genarste insight about the compunicatlon
petbern gnd ite chorscteristics but the informstion environment
in the villege in gensrel. 1% will glso help 2o reflect the
naturs of intorsction scorcese the differsnt strote of the village
compunliy, the asdjusinment process betwesn the desinont and
dependent groups and the exbtent to which the zocial interpelatlon-
ghips sre effoctive in scguisiticn of dewelopment Informetion.
I8 would slso ssegerdain vhich of the network indices are ugeful
in the atudy of cosmmundcestlon pattern end oprucisl In alfecting
batter inforastion scoulsitlon smong seabers in o village

comnunity .
However, the stady hes some general limlitations, such as

s Being s student's resesrch projeoct Lt has the econstraint
of time, finanee and resources such as spscific computer
programmes eppropriete for communicstion network snalysis
whioh restricbed the desipgn end dimension of the study %o



only & single villege. nd thus the lmplicetion of the
findings of this Inwvestigetion could be limited to whole
village gtudles,.

p Tdentifying the Limite or extent of s personal netvork.
The d4scration sbout the nunber of steps snd links ;n the
networe ghould be In pelgbtion to the soclal &ituatiaﬁ and
the noture of subject bedng lnvestizabted. Since th@ﬁa
iz no gtendsrd method swelved in the sosisl network f?

apyrosch the limits of the network are limits of analybical

aonviensnes .

The dizsertetion hes been presented In five chapters. Thé%
I'irst chevter is devobed to the introductlion of the prasent f
gtudy 4o 1 ight of the lmportuncs of the problem it addresses, m;
ineludes the objectives, scope end limlitetions. In the second
chepter en attempt hey bheon made to prossnt sn orlenterbtilen
sbout the notlon of eoeial network snd the indices selscted for
the study in their theorstiesl perspecibive. The third mhaptar
dogla wlbth the resasgreh mathodology sdopted for the inv@ﬂtimgﬁiomﬁ

\

The findings snd discussion hevs besn presented in the fourth.

\‘L
chepter. The summary of the study with the implications drawnli

W
h
o

from the findings have been given in the fifth chepter, This \

lasb chapter ls followed by references and » sot of appondices.



CHAPTHER II

In this chapter, en sbtitenpt has been made to present
the concepts selected for the study in their thsoreticsl pers-

pactive, the logleel order of the contents ave as follows:

(a2 enesle of the oongept of ‘soc
Definition and releblve wisws,
Historiesl devslopment of the noblon of social network.
Theorlies relevent to the congept of zocisl nebtwork.
Commonly accepbed indices used in the messurement of
networik features.

(b) Conceptaal Framevork developsed for the study.

Barnes {1054:43), concelived of soclsl network as &
field of soclal relations’, the network essentlslly concerns
with interpersonal links or relstionships rather than with the
definition and mnelysis of group membership. He coneeptualised
the soelal network as, 's set of points which are jolned by lines
The points of the image are people and the lines indicate which
people intersct with esch other'.

Epsteln (1961l); deseribed a network being mede up of
pairs of persons who lntersat with one snother. In fterms of

sonipl categories he considers them as spprozimate soclal equals,
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ignoring the sliight diffsrences in socisl status that might be
axisbing batween them. Since it is esaentlisily ‘personsl’ the
network sllows asny differant configuration and these in turn

may provide the basis for a typology of networks.

Jey (1984) defined sociel netvork ss; "the totality of
all the uwnibs cormectod by & certaln type of relationship with
emphesis on the charscteristics of relstionship smong the meabers
of the unltt.

Guthking {(1965:89-060), velieves that the social network
soncept allows for the documentation of how individusl snd group

aanipulate varicous roleg both simulteneously snd soperstely.

Bosvall (1960) is of the visw thet sociel network msy be
geen as representing o serleg of ongolng get of soclel relatione
ships, encompaszing the ganorel structurs of informal relation.
ships. Bxplaining further he adds that this verying cotegories
of soeisl enccounters may load to esiteblishment of soolsl relationw
ships. Intenaslsy snd intsrconnectadness of the membars are the

eontenty of the relstionships.

¥itohell (1569:7) defined the notion of soclsl network
a8 8 speclfic set of linkeges soong o defined set of persons,
with the additionel property thet the characteristicsg of these
linkages as a whole may be used to interprot the sovlel beheviour

of the persong involved.
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Lednhardt (1077:1) deseribss socisl network research as
tho investigation of sociel structures thet is eccomplished by
studying putterns in the releklonel ties betwsen sociel entities.
It ig thig concentration on the pattern srrangement or organiza-
tion of soelsl relations that dlstinguisheos soeinl network
regaareh fram more traditionel approasches to the study of sociel

shrunburas.

Soplel network 12 a soclolpgical goneept which nermibs
garitiny of the orocesssg of individusl intersctional beheviour
pad interprets the soclal bohaviour on the besis of the soglal
ralablonol liokages In e wlde warioty of sociel situnblons,
auphasis belng not on the stbrdbabes of the aombers in the nels

work bubt on tha distinguishing provertizs or cherscbteristics of

the linksges ln thelr relationship to one enother,

The use of soelsl netwerk as e concepbusl tool of snalysis
enarged ar & response to growing doubt smongst the soolsl mnthe
ropologists., In thelir courss of Investigution directed in the
fgtruchbural=-functional ' spproach they found that 1t was lnedew
gupte in expluinin: the chunges transplring through soclieties
underpoing trassforustion, verticulerly soclel chuange in complex
socletisg. The necessity thus felt was o evolve concepts which
would express the relabively unstructured guaelity of socisl
relationships in lsrge scels gocleties or to the optative eleamend
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in secleld relationships, adolifio=-bBrom (1050:100) In his gtudy

of primitive soelsty used the word 'network'! in & metaphorical
sanse to defins the soeiel sbruchure os 's network of sctually
arxisting soelnd reletionships'. Bub thourh 1t evoked sn imape of
Laterconnactions of soclnl relebionships, he did not speclfy the
wroportics of threse lonberconnechions which could be ussd to inkerprt

gsoelel sctionn, encept at the abstract lewel of 'structure!,

Bernes (1984) in his snclysis of o Jorweglen fishing
villegn, was the first to use the notion of gscclal nelwork syotane
phicelly rether then a metephor to desceribe an opder of social
relotlonship, verticulsrly dn the welysis of what he berned as
the fthird field® of kinship, friendsihip snd soclsl olass whilch
was doportent in undeesbandloy thoe goclel bshaviour of the
people. The interost being in the sorphologlcal features of
bhe nebworit ltsell and their lmplicatlons for soclel behaviour.
e glep distinguishoed betwesn the unboundsd soclel nebvork and
the bounded soclsl sebwork cenftered on o single parson 'ego'’ -
celled set, Thuz the stop to interpret sociel action on the
bausis of the relobionship of the linkeges ia s network, sebt the
process of conceptusl elaboreshicon which ralged the anotion of

pociel natvork from a metophor inbto en anelogy meking 10 anelybi-

Ja
4

pelly usaful,

Bobt (1988) took the initistive to use the notion of
socisl netvwork snelyticelly in her study of conjugel roleg in
urben familiss, correlubing the merphologlezl churacberistics

of the family networi with the zllocstion of conjugel roles
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within the femily. Howewer, she did not consisbtently make the
dlstinction between the secclal field asnd ego centered relabions,
but differentiated the network Inte ‘eloss kit and *loogse

wndd'.

Epsteln (1861} iz perheps the first person to distingulsh
between the different ports of & network ss 'effsctive’ snd
textended' network of gn individial sgcording to the smount of

lntersction.

Adrian Meyers (106G} in ﬁiﬁ gnalysis of en elsotion
ehupalgn in Indls, developed the ides of the ‘sotion set' « a
temporary group recrulbed through wvarlous chennels to serve some

short=torn end.

Srinivas end Beteille (1064) highlighted the usefulness
of the network concept in anelysing complex sogleties that are
undergoling repid change, such ag Indin, where the boundaries of
praditionsl zroups sre changing end networks link indlividuels
and groups in the villege to external orgenizsbtlons snd indivie
dualg. The bwo usefnl observebions wers that, the nebtworks
are becoming mors ‘looss=kRnit! in Indie and gecondly thabt nete
works exist in gll socleties.

Boissevaln (1963) contributed to a concept which treated
personel networks as the genseral sodlsl mabrix oul of which
various forma of guasle-group, groups and corporete groups cen

e differenticted in certsin clreuvmstances,
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Philpott (1068) writing sbout the network of Montserratisn
lmplgracts to Sritein, relates the density end exclusivensss of
thedr networks to theilr fulfilment of finsnclsl and socisl obligee
tiong to the pelatlves they left behind,

During the same period, the studies of Mitchell (1968),
the anslyses of Yheeldon (1960), Xapfer~r (196%) and Boswell (1060)
smployed the network concept in varying urban besed situations. |
Herries=Jones (19269} showed how links of common rurel origin,
kinghip snd prozlmity was usad to sstablish z local branch of
politiced party in an sfricen town and how the verious politicel
lesders involved wmobllized ‘smetion-setz’ for s particulay

PUPPOSE ,

In the Unlted Stebez, there lg e grest body of litersturs
oo foraoht theopy snd studies on kinshilp friendship by Lazarsfield
and Marton (1084); Bisenstedt (19560 and Cohen (1961) eta,
followed by syperimental resaprch with suell groups end with
forme of gommniaztlon’ inm them, studies of diffusicn snd
communicetion flow which heve been summaydsed by Katz, Levin
and Hamilton (1963) end Mitehell (1960). Bub only Hatz (1968 &
1966); Cohen and Merriott (1958); Hammer (1063-684)3; Jay (1964)
end Ademe (iﬁﬁ?§ heve writben explicitly sbout soolsl natworks.

Caplow (1088) in hig brief anslysis of networks used the
word ‘ambience' ingtead of networlk, degcrlibln: meny propertiss

of networks namely sire, density, srittouletion, elustielty,
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Pullpott (1U63) weiting ebout the netwerk of Hontserretlen
lmmigrants to Sritela, reletes the denmity snd exelusivensass of
thoelr aztworks to thelr fulfilment of Finsnoiel mﬁﬁ gociel obligae
tions to the rolatlves they left bohind,

Luping the sane period, the shtadiss of Mitehell {1940),
the snalysesz of “heoldon (1068), fepforer (1900} end Boswell (30607
smploysd the networik coneept In weryving urbon besed slhuatlong.
Agrrissefoncs (1069) showed houv Links of ¢common rurel origing
kinghip nnd provdmily was ussd bo epbebliszh g loenl) brongh of
politicul perty In wn sleican town snd hovw the verdlous poditinel
desders involved sobllized 'sebicnesets’ for o paprbloular

ArDOEd »

In the dnlted Siabez, thers L5 e grest dody of litorptare
g fprophd Bheopy snd studles on inship friendshilp by lezersfiald
and darton (108433 Disenebedb (3850, end Conen (1D81) wste,
followsd by experisonbal reagarch with smell zroups end with
forms of comumie: tion “in thew, studles of difTusion md
comaunioetion flow which bave heen sumssrdlscd by Xatey lewvin
and Hemilton (1963} snd Mitehell (1960). Dub only Rebe (1083 &
1964); Cohan end Merriobtt {1957); Hemmer (10683-04); Jay (18064)
and sdems (1967) heve writben sxpllcitly about soulel nebuworiks.

Saplow (1088) in hig brief anslysle of networks usocd the
word ‘ambisnce! fnsbtaasd of asbworl, deserdlbing pany weoperilses

of networks nsmely size, densily, articalasbion,; slusticlty,
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durstion end homogenity, He elessified networks aceording bo
the orizin of the conboet l.e. place of residsaes, work or

volunbtery association.

Lesser (1961) made o closely related point nemely that
for diftusion to ovcur thore wmast be ‘patiermed relablonship
vetwean snd within soeletiesf®, He related this to the term "field?

used by Bernues and nobt %o the network ides.

Redushin (1966 and 1969) used a closely relsted concept
the ‘social clrole', Bis work 18 of specisd importence in the
study of total networks'y; l.o. networks that are not defined by
selection of a particular parson or groups a8 the fooel point
or ‘ego'. Inztesd he desls with alusterings of Intersction based
g and which contributes to emergsnce of shared inbtorests 2OBERINe
ing aultarsl gogle, power and influences. This emphsals thab

Teorir]l civeles! exlst beomupge their mesbers shars conpon interashs,

Thus, the notlon of sceial nebtwork hes been developed in
soglal snthropology, %o enalyse end deseribe the socdisl processzos
involving relationships across, rether then witihing group and
gategory limits. It attempts bo distingulsh between the distinat
faptures snd charsctorlstias of reletionships that nalteup a

natwork.
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THIORLEG BILIVANT 70 THS CONGEPT GF S0STal HATWORK

Agcording to Burnes (1972:9) there is no such thing as
¢ theory of soelsl networs, bat merely o basle idea. Bott
(19711330) L8 of the wiew that 1t is a kind of concept which
cun e uged in amany conceptusl frames of refersnce., Kepferop
(1973:167) esserts theb there 1s no network theory in the sense
of basic sgsumption together with o set of derived propositions
which are interlinked ond cupable of boing tesbted. According
to him the notlion of sceial nebtwork is slmply e technique of

dabto sollection and snelysis.

In f@atﬁ there is no writer among those using soclel
network to anglyse field dete, who postulated e formel network
theory. They siaply postulsted certaln comections bebween
behaviour snd the charactepistios of the soglel networks of the
paople studisd. The propositions about bshaviour couched in
terms of concaepts’® derived from moclal networks, may heve thelr
rotionsle in comuon sense mowledge rether then theoreticsl
forpulationz. Bub the populer zongepts derlved from the norphte-
logical snd lntersctional chsracteristics have thelr roote in
presupposition zbout the relsztionships bebtween soclel links end

bahaviour.

The notions of soclal network when applied to soclologicel
date do not explain snything in themselwves. They must egcord to
gome theorstical baesls which provides c&rtatﬂ gpecifiad asgsunpe
tions and propogition underlying the nﬂtwwrm snalysls to make it
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ugelul. Cthervige es Tolfe (1074) ecsbegorleslly stabes that,
fwithoub sny theorsbicel foundation the notion of socldsl network

would eppoar aulite wbstraeet, divorced from the realitios of

hugen life,.n

Soelel sabhropological theoriszs such es the structural
funcklonel, socinl exchange, scbion theory end role theoyy, have
been found tu hev: relevencs b0 the conespb of soelal network
pind were used by werlows ascholars in thoelr guest bto undorstand
behaviour in the scelal situctlons thoy sbudied. 4 brlel dascrip-
tion of ench of the theorles is ziven valow %o feseilitute o better
eppereeption of the situsblonel anrlysiz of the soelologicesl aspacta

for wvhleh the socliazl nebwork notiong were used.

The Utructurel-Functionsl snorosch wes the dosdinent
theoreticsl porspective in soclology in the decade bobwaen 1040
1987, the vorks of Swvens-Priicherd snd Tortes in particular were
notevorthy. This sporcsch was ugoed ln studies ol smell scsle
logslizaed and closed socioties, whers behaviour wes interproted
lergsly In teruwg ol thelr mepbarship of boundsd groups or in
smcll groups in terns of dysdle Intorsction. But ganeralizebions
shout behaviour of peosle in teyms of the positiong they ogeupled
in the sceisl systom, igoored dondividual devietions {rom the
pubtorn. From the strustural functionsl perspactive, society wes
regarded as B systen aade up of interrelated parte end the
behoviour 1n soeslety was gtructured, lmplyling that relationships
between the members of the socieby was governed hy roles and

ROrMS.
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The over formalizstlon end structural mode of snalysis of
the structursl theory mede it inedenuate to explain the change
bruasplring through goclsties undergoing transformabion particus
larly in case of socclsl chenge in complex socletiezs, which lsoked
giagle pervasive siructurel charscteristles. It was ungble o
axpizin bow nors consensus snd noram direched behaviour wes schisved
sad how the exlsting congepbe of role snd vole relatlionship apre
modifiad.

These were the resgsons for the emersence of the scelsl
network aporoach ag en elshoration of basle structursl functional
notions, but mejority of the workers vho formulated thelr ideas
initislly hed dons go without the beneflt of concepis derlved
from soclel nebtwork. They sought concepts end a [remework vhich
could reflect snd sxplein the relatively unstrugbured guality of

soolel relationships in large scule open soccieties.

There woeprs gowveral manifestatlions of this dlssatislaction
with the structursl theorles which Walbtien and Wolfe (1872:1720)
clagsified into two mein typos. The flrst, were theorists like
5.5 . Nadel (1957) and Robert X Merton (1049:57) who felt the
negesalty in improving the concepts of role snd role relationships.
The segond type gould be termed asy ‘trensactionel theordies!
whieh included epproaches thet were concernad with the behaviour
of individuals visep~vis one another. Amongst these, b0 name
g Taw were §.M. anah@r snd Zrie Wolfl who slaborated on group
theory, emphasiged dyedic, patron-glient and brokerage ralation-
ships. Wnile others, like Thibeult and Xelly (1985¢), Homenz({1981)
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and Blan (1964) developed 'sooial sxchenge mpproach,' vhich teok
most of the soclal end interpersonsl relationships as subject %o
principles of merginal economic thaory. A third group gslled
'‘retion theory', formulated by Barth (1963), Bailey (1963),
Boissevain (1968) end A.Mayer (1966); who were conecerned with the
way in vhich individuals menipuleuted their soolal relationships
S0 &¥ to be sble to achisve certein ends. 8ines the sooial -
exchange theory hes greeter relevance to socisl relstionships
between members in a community, it iz being almbnréﬁad to enable
better understanding of its bearing on the present study undertasken
to datarmina the existent patiern of communicetion in s village.

The soclal exchange theory in anthropology stbempts o
relate the nmaberial and soeial 1life of people in netursl satt&ngs;
Sahling {(1068:138) specifiss that the oconcept of reciprocity is |
the gore of the theory that relates between mabterisl flow and
soeial relations. The ifmportent agpect of exchange theory for
network snglysis is its demonstrabion, thet any exchengae can
forge an interpersonsl relatlonshlp which gonnects indlvidusls in
garies of communicstive, economic, menipulative snd other types

of relationshlips.

The streng point of the theory is its linkage with the
political and sconomic elements of sovlety; thiy mllience provides
s framevork within which sonlsl relationship qualities cen ba
gnelysed, Another significsnt contribution is that it offers a
frame of snelysis both st the collective and indlividual levels.



Bo

The major functions of sooisl exchange are seving snd invesiment
which is from a motivationel perspective, the other being soceclial
integrabion which i3 & structural stteribute,

kecording to Homans (1861) 'self interest' is the universal
motive vhich Initiates psople to intersct within one another
mo@lifying their behevicur in terms of positive or negative reinforce.
ment that is provided by the anvironment. Bubt his dedustions was
gongldared to be sd hot as 1t wes unsble to explsin besic scolow
logleal verlsbles and overlooked socisl structursl stétributes.
Blau (1964) through his work 'Bxchenge eand Power in social life?,
remedied some of the inadecupcises. He se'movledged thst in thav
sbsence of any stendard messure of velus; the notlon of exchange
losses amuch of 1ts meaning. He argues, that incentive to action
is not only due %0 & retionalistic economic intent as ususlly
agsumed bub people elsc find social spprovel, régpect and complience
with their wishes inhevently desirsble, Bleu's point of view is
that, till the time the idesl norms of reciprocity preveils among
sxchange partners everything is well but when these norms sre
systemeticslly infringed it creates imbalances snd deprivetion
that hampers the smooth opermtion of & socliel system. This differ.
entiates the sources of gonflict and contention. The structursl
etbributes are sgtablished us an outcome of recurrent sociel
interactions and communication smong individuals; integrating them
into members of a group. Integration is defined in terms of
intensive soolal intersctlion snd differsntistlon in terms of
rastriction on aéaial interaction.,
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Soclel assoniations esteblishes the network of interperson
al relations that integrate the individuels into cohesive sooisl
units. And though common velues 15 genserslly beliewved to control
soclel exchange relestions they are not sufficient to Integrate
individuals into a networi of soclal relstlons. It regquires
supportive sociel interaction which is strsngthened by regulear
fact-to-foce oontects; thus soclal integration ils sssumed to

rest on soclal interasctions beltween nmembers.

It cen be concluded that dyedio intersotion is the starting
polnt for sny scoial exchange process. Hance the notion éf sogial
network develops 1ts frame of anaslysis, based on the assumpbiong |
thaet an individusl interacts simulienecusly with a large number of
pevple, including the indirsct relationships into its theereiical
congtructs g8 well. Thus meking the socisl network approach
approprliate for developing & siructursl frame work for enslysing
processes, strategies snd functions taking plece in a social
setting.

Commonly. 80097 ad Indises used in the celermipation of

The concept of network hes thus fer been uged in saveral
types of empirical studies but therse has been considerable varlse
tion in the definition of the term itself .and as well s the
aifference in emphsses from one study to another, In the fisld
situation, there sppesr gertain commonly sccepted terms and
gongepts ralatingkﬁn network festures or properties which have



baen found to be pertinent to the explanation of szocial
behaviour.

The linkages in & soclal network can be glassified into
two distinet featurss namelyj 'Morphological'; which refers to
the patterning of the links among the members in the network in
regpect to one another. The concepts ssscciated with this
feature are density, range, anchorasge and reachability. The
other feature ls ‘Intersetionsl' end refersy 'to the naturs of
the links themselves', the related notlonsa ara‘aantent, frequency
of conteot or interaction, darability, intensity and directedness.
The choice of g perticular concept will depend on the npburs of
problem thaet is to be elucidsted, The notions selected for this
gtudy will be slsborated in greater detalls then those of the
othera that have been nentioned above.

DENSITY: It igg measure that interprets the extent to which the
members in 5 network are linked to ome snother or know sach othex.
The state vhere aaéh member 18 in direct contact or knows avery
other member in that network. Operationslly, it is ‘'the ratio

of actusl existing links to the total nunber of possible links'.
Tt was first employed by RKephart (1250:848) for determining
inﬁarpersonal link among v set of points in s network. Other
terms relsted to this concept are cohesiveness (Gulmarnes,1970),
zone integration (Bichards, 1974) and dispersion (Bobtt,1986).
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The implication of thiz notion of soglel network is that
when relutionship among s set of persons iz dense, Ll.e., where
majority of the members know one snother or interconnsated with
2ach other through intersetiongl linke, the network is reletively
acompect and hance fewer linka between the persons need to be used
to resach the other members, The sociologicel perspective of denge
networks is that they are likely to be more homogenousz and 95&31%13
there would be conformity in terms of attitudes, bhelliefs, values
and norms or collectivewhevioup compared to less dense networks.
‘Yhereas, from the point of view commmnloation network density
agcording to Yum {16831573), provides & besis for inferring the
potential for divarsity of information Danowski (1978) suggested
that dengsity 1s the messupe of tﬁm entropy of message typés
fiowing in the network, as the denslty incresses the content

entropy decrasses.

It is the earitest festure of notworks lsolated for theore.
ticel use. Bott (1087) was the first to employ it in her analymi
for distinguishing the charscteristias of couples socisl network.
In slnplified terms this notlon tells that the extent to which
people who all know one person also heppen bo know one another.
Reader [1064:29) defines the term in the mame way,

Connectedness takes ‘indirect® ss well sz ‘direct? nmﬁwmr;

links 1ntd secount. Its mecsuremsnts is based on linkage aistau§



the number of links in the shortest path eonnscting iwo indivi-
duels, including the indirect links through other individuals ss
well ag direet links betwsen the two individuals. Thus each
natvork members ‘connectedness' (gvercge linkage distance) is
gimply the sum of all the shortest step distances to ell other
meubers of the network divided by the totel numbsr of members

of the networi minus one. Connectedness ig sn important alterw
native to density because 1t takes into agcount the indirect,
multistep linkages that are ignored in the density formula, It is
& moreasscurate measure of the affiaienay‘with which information
flowing through a network would resch sll members.

The idea of reaschaebllity In & pegment of & network as
purported by Herary et al.{1085:39) is the degres to vhich s
person's beheviour is influenced by his relaticnship vith others
end the extent to which he cen uee these relationships to centac?
individuale who are inportant fo him end vice wversa., It implieaf
thet & specificd person in the network can be contacted within
& stuted number of steps from any given sturting point, I ala@
highlights ths two dimensions related bo conpeotness of a natwai
() the proportion of people who wen be contacted by each ’

person in the network
(b) the number of intermedisries that must be used to cauﬁﬁeﬁ

others.



The soclologleal sigailiicance of reachability lies in the
way in which the links in e personts nebtworks may serve as channels
for the transmlssion of inforustion lncluding judgements and
oplnion eapeclslly when these gerve to reinforce normg and bring
pregsure to besr on sone apecifiled person. This is particularly
importent where lioks of this kind lead back to ego, a point vhich
gcholarg like Batt’?psﬁain and Philip Mayer have a2mphasized in
their studles.

Henge,

It refers to the number of porsons in diregt gonbact with
the person on vhom bthe nebtwork is gnchored i1.e., mgo¢ gombined
with the sooiasl hetorogenity of the individusls concerned. This
is 8 signiflicant festure of & personsl network 2specially if the
amphasis ig on mobilizing support for the ago.

tapferer (1069:224) incorporated some of the aspects of
the notion of rengs which ig similer to 'span' but he sgpplies 1t
to 'reticalun' a term be associmbed with network. The ‘spen’® of
& person's network ls the ratio of both the direct Llinks an
individual has with members of a network and the links these
members have among themselvss to the total number of links ameng
the complete sei of people in the nebtwork., It implies the extent ta 
whish a person in the natworx is sble to reach or contact &
sizasble proportion of the others in the network for seny purpose,
or an individuale ability to mobllize support Tron the astwork
members for .o Epecific purpose.



It refers to the point of orientation of & soclal network
particalarly in field work whers 1t becomes necessary to spealfly
the context and s refersnce point. 4n indivicdugl whose behaviour
the observer vhishes to interpret is usually taken to be the
peint of anchorage of o network. Conssquently this has resulted
in terms such sa ‘ege cenbtered' the notion on which Epatein{ivgs)
Adrien Meyers (1066) and Pauw (1063) based their studies of
soclal networs., Mitohell (1969) eells it ss 'personsl' or
*egocentric' natwork, But Barnes (1069) distingulshos the partiel
network, which iz sn extract from the btotel networik; wheprs relae
tionel ties are of g particular kind. Hae uses the term 'giar?
for e spegified individusl on vhom the enchoring of s partial
network is necessery, Thus the set of persons with vhom the
individual hse direct contact togethey constitute the f‘primary
atar! and the same set of people snd thelr interrelatlonghip
reprasents the primery zone of the ego. The order of the star
and zone bthat iz to count for the behaviour of the ego will
depend upon the iLssue thet 1s teken for the atudy.

GONTENTs It refers to the intersctional aspect of the links in
B éarman*a network whioh aqoncerns the mesnings the persons in the
network sttribute to their relstionship. These links securing
out of verious socisl intersction between dyads, comes into
existence for some purpose or interest which either or both the
partners aanaﬁgﬂualy recogizge. Thus the ralatianai‘tims



between individusls are distinguished by thelr content or the

nature of informebion exchenged.

Gluckman (1085118, 1962:27) differentisted the network
links which contein only one focus of intersction ealling it
tuniplex' or single stranded relationship from those which
contain more than one content called *multiplex! or multi~atrandad‘
relationship, The percepiion of the strande in & relationship
dapsnds uport the objective of the siudy snd snelysis,

The implicetion of multiplexity in network pelstionships
is that, people who are bound in more then one waye are mors
sacure end more likely to be mobilised for support then single
stranded ties,

The ides of maltiplexlity also relabes Frankenberg's
notion of 'Soolsl redundency' (1966:1273) to ths personal natwork.
S8uch relational links sre anslogous to g oulitlechennel communicaw
Ylon insofar as effect on soclal behaviour is concerned, since
people lnteract with ona another in meny different contexts are
leas likely to withdrew completely from contset with one another
a8 people in & single sfiranded relationships are able to do.

Multiplaxity‘of reletionship has relevance o the morphd-
logical features of personsl network. Srinivas snd Beteille
(10641167) observed thst “traditionally, the interpersonsl nete
works in a village wers of a mulitiplex neture with s tendency to
become slosed. Bubt the situatlon is changlng in contemporary
India, new int&fasﬁa and inoreased moblility tend to oreste
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ralationships with people who heve diverse socisl and sconomio
interegts with the result thet the nelwork of socisl relations
cannot be eonfined te within the willege, caste or kin group®.
Similerly Barnes (10854:44) and Gluckman (1985:12) hed suggested
that the soelel networks in small scale socleties was charschterw
lged by a tight mesh and temd to be mulbiplex. The showe gesunpe
tions can be yelated to the sosislesxchangs theory: whiah gontrie
butcs to the interpretation of intersotionel linkages forged
between Individuals in s soclal setting.

Erecuency,

The {regquency of interaction bheiwaen the members in &
personal network entells the regularity of contact; according to
Reader (1964:20), is s possibvie fector in interprsting socisl
behaviour. But on the contrary & high frequency of conbacht may
not necessarily imply high inteansity in secial relationshlps or
a possible influence over the beheviour. As such this festure
geems to be of marginel relevance to network enslysis in genersl.

This aspsct of socisl relationship has seldom beesn incore
porated in the anslysis of soclal network features but it is of
iomense valug and can contribute significantly in determining the
aontent and direction of information flow ite Influence on
individuals and the extent of reciprocity emong others in the
network. It helps to distingulsh the kind of relsbtionship
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between memborg in a network, particulsrly in employerwemployee,
patron~¢lient relationships whieh might conatitute @& 1ink which
may nob be of & reoiprocal nature. It cen dstermine the extent
end direction of influence of s person on another.

The intensity of a link in s personsl network pafers %o
"the degree to vhich individusls are prepered to honour obligatlons
or feel free to exorcise the prights implied hy that relationship!?
{siltohell, 1968:57), Face to fege intersction is not a necessary
eondition for the obligations entgiled in a relationship to be
honoured. Factors thet are likely to contribute towards intensifye
ing network reletionships are common locel origin, easy accessibi-
1ity, physicel proximity and extent of influence. Its measure
or empiricel sstimste is difficult to aasggend as yet thers hag
hasn no definite norm devslopad.

In this section of the chapter, a dystematic attempt has
been made o develop a qoncepiual framework for the study undars
teken, keeping in wiew the objechtives ag well as its relswvance
to the fisld situntlon,

The orientetion of the social netvork concept with the
nature snd pabtern of comounicstion amongst the meubers in e

village is founded on the proposition that, fcomsunication between



individuals is the primery unit, instrumental for initisting snd
astablishing s social relationshipt. This intersetionsl falationw
shlp is termsd by socciologlst as a 'moclsl aét' ~ the smallest
unit of directly visibls ection which has a shared mesning for the
trengcelvars,

This is further grounded on the conviction thei intere
actions betwsen people ls the basle slement of soclel structure,
whioh Blau (1964) refers to ssx the differsntiated iﬁterralétad
parte in & collectiwvity. The connections asong as well as within
these parts ere the soolel releotions of pepple that finds axyraw‘
gslon in their intersctions and communicatlon.

Thars ls g general belief that comnon values control
social sxchenge relutions, but they sre not sufflcient 4o integree
individusls inte s network of szocisl relabions. Inastead 1%
requires supportive sosial intersetions to sstively link the

parasons together.

Sonial relzbionships chamel the process of commmicebtlon
and through rzeurvent socisl 1ntaraaﬁiﬁnﬂ individusle basome
integrated into s network of interporsonsl agsocistlons, which
mey transform into groups or acheaslve soclal units over = pariod
of hima.' Soelety is the orgenie form of such scclel relatione
ships thet interlinks people into a4 structura.

Bociel exchange is characterised by different types of
interactional processes thabt vary in terms of thelr informsblonal
gontent, Howsver, interactions may differ ascording to the
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ralationship that the participants ha&a with gach other in s
scelal network. The intensity or restriction in terms of the
type of soclal intersctions, differentistes both, the kind of
reletionship snd the degree of integrabion thset sxists amongst

the members in & nebwork.

Soclel exchange refers to wvoluntary actions of 1nﬂiﬁiduala
that sre motivuated by the return that such scts sre axpected |
to bring from others. This element of expectation cresbtes a
condition of certain kind of risk asnd uncertainty in the sociasl
environment in which psople interasct with one another. They
are not sure vhethsr the servicez, support et time of crises,
and soclal epproval whioh they bestow on othera, will ever e
raciproceted or not. In order to minimize these uncertainties
encountered in socisl life altusblons, the members tey to develop |
8 lavel of trust in thelr intsrsctionel relatlionship. The
likelihood of incressing this trust is brought about by dis-
charging the reciproasl cobligation to one another. Obviously
these exchange processes which generste trust in a reletionship
charscterises some kind of investuent which implies commitment
botween the interacting individuels, This reciprocal sxchange
with commitment to ons snother is one of the factors that
gontributes to susteined relationshilps between members in a
soclsl system. The objecetive outcome of such relstional linksge
reflects the intensity and degree of interrelationship thet

exists bstween the participants in a soelial network,
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A network of soclal relationships provides a s0Ciow
culbural environment within which every individuel ayaraﬂaa} but
he is not vompletely constrained by it. Instead in any situstion
thers 18 a finlte number of passibla relrtional contacts avails~
ble to the individusl. This is becsuse there asppears to be more
adhercaee to a belief in the fright of men' to select the wey
of 1ife which 1s most sppropriste %o hiz own gircumstances end
to the etialnment of his basic needs, Homena (1961) substentiates
this point by stating that: “people modify thelr behavicur in
term of positive oy negative rainforecement provided by their
environment. This takes into sccount the personal cholce end
possible menipulation of the differsnt sesociptions that the
individusl makes in thes ‘*interest of self,' as well as the mobtive-
tion in the rsturn that is expected from such intersctional

proceases with one enothear.

Yor this reascn,; interactions differ according to the
sssociations thet persons have with others in their socisl
settings. Implicit in this seocisl exchange relstionship l1s the
notion of the value of 'self identificetion! and fulfilment
by proper manipulation of the oprortunities affordad by the

soclal environment preveiling in & particular situation.

Tha notion of spciel network therefore rightly provides
s ugsful {ramevork to study the pattern of interpsrsonal communicas
tion among the members in a willage, in & menner thet is con-
sistent with the empirical nature of their sceial environment.

Moreover, it alsc conours with the epproach in enslysis of



communication networks vhich Rogers (1981:1141) defines ss, ‘'a
method of resesprch for identifying the comminication structurs
in which relational dsta sbout communication flows are analysed
using some type of interpersonsl relationships es the unit of
analysis,?

It therefore mekes it legltimste to base the ansalyais
of the present atudy on ‘*sogiel relationships?, the ahnramtari&ti&ﬁ
of vhich are measured by selected socisl network indices that '
could serve as determinants in sssessing the extent of informaw
tlon exchange and acquisition potentlelity that these indices

POBEREE,

And thug, the underlying postulstion is that, *the nsture
of %oclsl exchange or interaction among the members determines
the composition and form of Interpsrsconal relationship in the
network. the distinctive festures of which inevitubly reflecis
the *infarmatianﬁl gtrangth' or its potentiasl cupeeity for
information input. Hence the knowledge of en individaals network
relationship. the nature and type of intermctlonal exchangas
shared suong the members is helpful in ascertaining the axtent
and type of inforamsbion to which the members have an access from

suoch relstionsl btles.

Yet snother reeson which subseribes to the preference for
uging the soclal network eprroach is thaty it is consistent
goross different levels of enalysis., Whethar 1t be between dyads,

smell groups, clligues or members in & formal organization, Lt



enconpessns the interactionsl slitustion with the existent aceisl
satiing rather than, lnvestigating the process in isolatlon. I
provido: a better perspretive for examining the rational for the
sociel exghange and the rules end structural fechors whiah
rogalate the participents snd the content of information in the

communicatbion procass,

Hence, any attempbs that mey be made to investlgate the
pattern of intepaction among the mombers in s village with the
help of the socisl netvwork concepbs musbt visuslime the process of
soclel commanicetion in the gontext of the traditionel uaste
system rather than the usual percepts of the communication tensts
taat are predoainantly oased on western thoughts snd an alien

ao¢lio=gultural noYnd.

The caste strabiflcabiion has bheen the all pervasive
struatu?a domineting every sspect of humen sotivity in the Iadlan
socisty. Hot only doms it regalasbe the patiern of soglgl
bahaviour of every individual in different gituations of work
gnd leisure, it slso edifies the norme ancd values that have
assimileted over the centuries, Therefore, it providss the most
eporopriste perspsctive for understanding the warious soclsal
interactional processes amﬁng the members of different osntes,
Thers does exist certain distinguishing features of soclal exchang:
in ths Indian context whlch are different from those that are
griented to the wastern concept of soclsl relstlonships.
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Foremost among these featuresz, is the stratifizd and
heirsrchisl structare whers individusls are ranked and ssoribed
thair status in soclety sccording to his *'Jabi' or caste group,
The reciprocsl dependence among the differant jstis wes ragule
ted by clearly defined normsz. The soglial communication between
the Jabl was chevecterized by the ssymmeitricsl lnterpersonsl
relotionship bepeuse of heirarchisl divisien. In the Indisn
gopdety the concept of ‘equsls' in communication is not inhersnt,
ginoe the source is viewed as higher and held in high estesm hy
tha recelver who assumas g lower stabtus. The asymastricesl and
vertical top-down intarantianal process a&ang the members had |
eangribuhad fa@uurablﬁ towerds creating an envirooment for
sfficiant communicntion and division of lebour. Unfortunately
vith the sdvent of the jajmsni systen mﬂ during the course mf
socinl change thet took place this ahangﬁd into » bhighly rig&&
and restricted system leasding to the wlidening of the sgcisl end
agononie distance beitween tha membere of thosa jabtls who were
superior eand had the sdvantage of contrelling mors physical,
sociel and soonomic resources from thoss who were inferior and

dissdvantaged sepment of the sovlety.

oo the contrary such  soclal helrarchigl festures are
not found in the waaﬁarn goglety and the notion of comaunicabtion
was considered ss'e dimlogue betwsen equals with e view to
persuade.’ Thass sre gows of the bhasic differsnces that must
be borne in aind perticulsrly ﬁhﬁanuraﬂing gny kind of genorae
1izetion gbout the process of sooisl eommunication in the context
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of intersctional exchange in an Indian vwillage situation.

The pregen: time however shows that the socisl milieu in
the villsges i2 undergoing & transition of verying magnitude.
The econonic forces are sssuming predominance ovar the traditionsl
socisl factors, reducing it to a secondary position as far as the
ettalnment of baslc needs is concerned, with the result s marked
degree of ingression among the members of different class and
gaste iz obmerwved, This iz abttributed ¢o the change from a
stetus bound ssoriptive socisl crder to one where there ls greater
secope for contractusl relations based on persconsl cholee and
eircunstentisl factors. Increased soclisl mobillity and soclo »
political Interventlons heve slsc contributed to the loosening
of sonisl boundaries. In the pursaill of betiter employment and
enhanced econoale opportunities it has resulied in drewing pesople
fyrom different Jatl baokgrounds into e nebwork of interpersonal

rolations.

Theyefore, for eoononle and soclospoliticazl purpose one
may find a network of assoclation having diversified end uniplex
bonds betvesn individusls from different oclass and‘éasta bacite
grounds. But the kinship and affinel ties still tend to be more
composite and multibonded, a feature whioh is charseteristic of
any jJatl group iﬁ the Indien rural socletby.

- Im the village setting, & veristy of social affilistions
smong the membars is observed sach of which are differentisted
by the nsture of social exchange that sxists between sach
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individusls The type of such interactiongl relationships that
prevell can be charscterised socording to the clsssificetion
dascoribed helow;

Types of socisl sxchange relationships

Horizontal Verticsl
Genaral FrisndeFriond » Tinghip besed renk
syaten

= Patron elient
= Tribal«hairarohy

Balanosd Salesnane Employeyr-enployes
Customey

most of the relationsl ties that is generally obaervad iz within

this broed framsvork.

Disoernable smongst thesa, is the fenerelized werticel’
ﬁyp@ of relationahips theb inciudes the most commenly prevalent
kind of social pertinency in a rural village of India. The
kinship tles are forsed around mcotusl biologicel sifilisticns
and therefore sro relatively close knit and conbinu 1y
sativated at lsast in principle. The charscteristies of thls
a continuous bpehavicurial stance towards the fellovw kinsmen,
1ilmited social mability, lesa flexible and grester survillence
(Katz 1966: 204), The kinship rank reciprocity ls laid down
by pelitical groupings and becomaes sulgenesis by virtue of
customery daty (Sshlins 1965:¢ 158). The caste endogemy in Indis



37

individusl. The type of such interactional reletionshipa that
prevall csn be charscterised secording to the classification
described below; '

Typas of sociml exchange realetlionshipa

Horizontal Vertioal
General ¥riend~Friend » Kinship based rank
systam

= Patron ellent
= Tribalehsirarohy

Balenced Salasuarie Smployer-amployse
Custoner

most of the releticnel ties that is generally observed ia within
this brosd {ramevork.

Discernable amongst those, iz the generelized werticsl?
type of relationships that includes the most commenly prevalent
kind of socisl pertinency in a rural villege of Indla. 7The
kinship tiss sre formed around aﬁtual hlological sffiliations
and therefore ers reletively close knlt and continu. 1y
petivated at lesst in principle. 7The cheracteristics of this
s continuous behaviourisl stance towards the fellovw kinsmen,
limited social mobllity, less flexible and greater survillance
(Katz 1966: %04}, The kinship rank reciprocity is laid down
by political groupings snd becomes sulgenesis by virtue of
customary duty (Zshlins 1968: 188). The caste endogewy in Indis
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pravents all memberg of society from being Included into the
category of kinsmen.. Inteprcaste marrisge ig prohibited emong
members of different jeti, thus preventing them from having
any kind of kinship bond.

The patroneclient mnd brokerage type of relationship
occurs rather widely in villeges snd is second in lmportance
to the kinship ties. CGowverned mostly by economic dependency
which grows out of the imhalence and deprivetion casused sz a
ropult of systametlc infringement of the ‘ideal norms of receie-
procity '; differentisting people in terms of the resocurces they
posseas, This gives rise to the formation of power hases
through which they may be able to exploilt snd have control over
those deprived of such hasges. There i85 an snalybticel ﬁifferauaa
between & ‘petron’ and & 'broker', 4 patron possess himeelf the
resources desired by his glient, vhersas a broker is abls o
obtein from another source {ithrough personal contect) whateveyr
resouraes sre desived by his ¢lientz, The psitron ¢lient and
brokerage rglatianﬁhipa have been wiﬁaiy reported in seyeral
athnographic lltersturo fr@m both dewvaloped and daveloping
countyries, Bub the chenges in this type of welationship leg of
significent importence in developing socleties. SHouth Asian '
studies indicate chenging reletionship resuliing from esconomic
end politicel changes. Institutions of electoval demoorscy hae
necessitated erstvhile patrons; in order to meintein a power basge
in the new political structure; Lo become patrons for the
peaple ot grass root lewvel in an effort to securs a large



glectorsl base, The bursaucratic structures or institution for
émvalopment sre compatible with patroneclient reletionship,
whers ths elite and politicisns exercise their influences which
may 9t1il1l be tha resson for the widespread persistence of petron-
olient relastionships in dewvsloping countries,.

Idkewlse the other types of exchange relationships aboub
which thera sre sosrcely any studies conducted with perticulsr
reference to soclal network sand nature of informstion exchange
mzkes 1t ALflficult to penerslise their cheractsristles.

But in terms of Informetion flow or exohenge smong the
méembers In s villege ths nature of interpersonal Iinks 18 influen
ced by s multitude of fectors., Basicslly it i3 the nature snd
pontent. of the information and who benefits from it, which deter=
minas 1ts path of spread. In the villege situation a greasi
volume of intersction tekes plsce through the latersl comminicss
tion network of f{riendas, nelghbours andvaaumrkérs ete., yrimariXy
it is & ‘homophilous?!, interpersonal medium of communication.

The lines of communication however, is generally observed to flow
horizontally within aaaini elassaes rather %han vertically between
those of different sooial ¢less.

The mein foous of the study 1s to mscertein the pabisrn
of ammmuniaatiaﬁ in the villaga. The ressesrch conceptlons undspe
lying the notion of soclal network adopted for the purpose does
not meke any dlstinction between the SQQrea and recolver, Informs.
timn flowa onour umoﬁg participants in a network, eaoh of wham |
are bothy in turn, trensmitters and recelvers or 'transcelvers!
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£ berm uged by Rogers (1981:176), meking commmicablion mors s

process of mutual tnfermatiun axchanga.

The rationale therefors, is thet the netvork of soocisl
relationships betwse. the nembers In = villege, aanétitutas the
communication environment where inforsation on divarse subjacts
forn the basis for interaction. 4ind the nebtwork indlces of size,
diverslty, density and degree of relatlionshlp ere assumed o
provide useful insight sbout the potential that these features |
have for informetion input throuph verying levels of inwlvesend.
Bach of these alements are congldersd as under:

It will bz usad to refer tp messsgee-gonient the

matter which is the baesls for intersshtionsl process bebwsen the
people. Informetion therafore represants the content that is
axchanged smong indlvidusls vhen they communicete.

According to Hogers, (1981143} 'informetion is & difference
in metter-snergy which affects uncertsinity in s situstion where
a8 choice exists amnong & get of mliternatives', Ho states thab
network communicetion is especially important whenewr 1nﬁividnalﬁ
are involved in eaxchanging informetion to reduce uneertainity.

Sinhe (168417) amphasizes the significent role of infopma-
tion, rs means to an end in problem solving and decision meking.

Uncerteinity is reduced when a declsion ;s made by
chogsing ons of the alternstives from emong othars. Informatlon
- conbribubes in reducing this awacertalnity to an spprecisble
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extent. The seeking or giving of information thus undsrliles
all soeclel intersction elther directly or indirectly. It is
instrugental to all othur fanctions of communicetion and a

nacegsary component for every individual in adepting to his

gaclal environnent.

Inforasntion naeds for Individusls wvery in nature and
contents. Hormally & persce: seeks informetion from his conbtaots
within his personal network or from sourcels) who may be amang’
the pedr group or oplonion leaders. The personsl networik
provides the focal individuml the interpersonal support for
deliberatiom, Spelel scisnce yessarches show thet whers indivie
dnels went Luformation, end where the informetion is espaeially
lixely to cheage their beheviour, they depend heavily on intoge

pergsonal commnicution messazses that sre transmitted through

networks.

The different type of aspegts zuch as psyrsonal, ogoupetione

2l, professionaly opinion or genersl happenings for which an
individuzl engeges in interaction with another person, with vhom
he amsintsins some xkind of relational link,; 15 a measure of the
axtent of involvement thers exists in that dyvedic releblonship.
'"Link* iz & communication relationship between two unlia(ususlly
individusls) in a system, it is the basic datum in eny type of
network snelysis. Links between a person snd others with whom
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he interscts oomes into being for some purposs or interesd
wvhich either or both of the dyeds consciously vrecognizs,

Zvary socisl relotionship involves the ides of exchange
in soms form or the other. From a scciologlcel point of wview,
Mitehell (1962:20); is of the opinion that the most importmnt
interasctional, aspect of the links In s person's network, is
that which concerns the umesnings vhich the persons in the anstwork
stbribute to thalr relationships,

Asriier workers who have used the ldee of ‘content' hawe
desaribed it in slightly differsat ways. Adrian Meyer's(1B66:
1087 sbtudy of the ‘actione-sat' and thes diverse linkege in such
networks states, 'thet the links between the individuals(somew
times groupe) are disbinguished by their content, i.e. these wvery
between one or more of the follovings: kinship, occupationsl,
gaste, stste, sconomic, religious links, snd so on." Barnes
(19854343) confined his anslysis of the personal nstwork to
friendship, nelighbours snd kinahip, When a number of Iindividusls
converse together recounting experlences, exchanging news of
acquaintances and Criends, discussing personel mabttere or ldeas,
Xapforar (186931212} refers to this aspect of intermotion aze
taxchange ' content. While “heeldon (19D69:1132) in her paper
refars to the content as the 'nopmative! context; in which iaterw
action takes place such es kinship, friendshlp common religlous
balisfs,; economic mﬁligati@n,ata.



This sdecuately implies that the kind of informetionsl
content and the context of intersetion, helps %o a large extent
in deteraining the intensity of reletionship. And from the
point of wview of communication, that as many different types of
informetionsl content that ere evchanged in s dyadic intersation;
connotss o greater degrae of integrsbion in the relationship
end congegquently higher lewvel of invelvement bstween the dysds.

Howevar, the role of the level of involvement in the
gequisition of information hes not been emperlcally asnalysed thus
fer, bubt it is assumed to have & limiting effect on the subject.
The resson for such s wview ls thet, if & person depends on an
individuel or a group of homophilous contactas in his personal
netvork, as source for most of his information needs, he normally
dosy not find the necegslity to establish sontset with others
arcund him till such time that the information he obiaing 1s
instrumentel in fulfilling his needs., Thisz point of viaw is
very much relsvent to the ‘gensralwverticel® classification of
soolal éxchanga relationships such as petron~alient, tribal and
kinship, notwithatanding thet it depends upon the intensiby or
integration of the relationship betwesn the dysds. Therefore,
the level of involvement is meinly a feaburs signifying the
dagrea of inteneity in the reliationship that exlsts betwsen the
members in s network on the basis of the kind of informetional
gortbent that trensposes through thelr intersationsl links.
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It refers to the totzl number of intersctional links
thet en individual, has directly as well as indirectly with
ogbther nersons in his sooiel environment. They must be known to
such other and malntein a regulsr interactionsl contact. This
econstitutes the network for an individual, It mey changs ower
time depeading upon varicuas situstional fectors, There is mn
alenment of individusl ohoice in the makeeup of & person's
network; in that the individusl aaeks‘ta gstablieh and meintain
contast with & nunber of persong in terms of his 'interests' in
them. The typs of relatlonal tles they establish with others
varies with the individuals own soolisl situstion end position.
dot all the potentizl links that s person may heve with snother
usad to be activeted conasistently. Some relatlionships may he
daimant until such time 1in & perticuler eircumstences, thet it
becomes the basis for sume soelal actlon, On the conbtrary the
fact that links exist smong people slso dees not enploy thet
they will necessarily use these links to pses on & certasin type

of infornmatlion.

Hore agalin the ‘*interest of self' which is the plvotal
gonoept of the ‘socisl exchange theory' governs an indlvidusl
to sssoclate with snother, While he finds no point In extending
cagusl contacts with a large numbay of others. On the other
hend, he mey be mmf&lly obliged to accept the approschas of a
number of other people, bﬁt will maintain porsonal conteot with
only those that he nust, depending upon the situation in which



ha 1s placed.

The imporitence of parsonsl communication network as an
influence on behavionr was first recognised by Georg aimmalélﬁﬁai,
bub Boissevain (1074107, 35) describes it more explicitly by
stating that such networis form = spolisl environment from and
through which pressure is exertsd to influence (en individusle)
heheviour.® He further suggests the proposition thet fpersons
with larger personzl comsunication networks obtein more informae
tion from thelr networks and hence srs likely to respond to this
informationel input in their bebaviour.’

Apert from the nsturs of intersctional content the Informaw
tion "strength® of en individual's nammunxeatiananﬁwmrk varies oo
the basls of the morphological festurs of the natwork such at
the diversity on certain verlables, the density and degree of
relationship smong the nembers, Impericsl evidence in suppord
for this is provided Wy Yum and Kincaid (1979) who concluded,
"that the charscteristies of tmmigrants communication networks
(individual comnectedness, integretion snd diversity) are better
pradictors of information scquisition than the ususl demographla
variables (age, education and ogeupation), except for Znglish

fluengy.®

For the purpose of this study the network size includes
thome persons with whom the respondent mainteined s personal
velationship 1.8., those whom he could approsch without hesitew
tion divectly in time of need and were in regular conbaet with
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ench other, referred to as the personal network.

In ternms of soeiyl interactlonsl process the orlentation
of the notions of nstwork . density and diversity, which are the
indices typifying the structursl dixesslon of relational linka
between members in a network, exhibit the fuactions which sre
anzlogous to 'Hooophily ané Heterophily'! the notions that govern

tne prodass of dysdlo communication.

The most {undamentsl priaciple of humen communication, is
that ‘*exchange of information most frequently cocurs betwsen
trenscelvers who are scclelly homophilous in ceriain cheracterise
ties', This msy come about due to the basis of choice between
the interscting individuals, who naturally seem to grevitate
towsrds others, like themselves because they share common mesnings,
viewpoints and s muilual velue position, in sueh cirgumstances
communication neﬁwgen them is likely to be effective. Homophily
13, therefore, believed to feallitats z more effeative commnicaw

ticn and conseguenily strengthen interparsonal relationships.

8imilerly, the notion of network density refers to the
sxtent to which the mémbara of & nebworz are directly inters
gonnected through one or the other type of relutionsl tie 1.9.
where a large proportion of tho members in = network know one
another end r@l&tivaly faw links betweon the persons need to be
uged to ressh the greup. This inoplies that dense networks are
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conposad of homophilous link l.e. density captures the extent

of homogenisty smong the members in the network., A4an slmost
universel fiading oi network studies is that, 'individuals who
ars linked sre of comparable socilo-eoonomic status, stated
Leumenn and Pappi (19763157) and such similerities mecording to
them fecllitates intermction by enabling reeiprocel exchanges.
Rogers (1931:303) puts forward & yroposition based on the conclue
sion from reviewing researches, that scclsl characteristics, on
which pny two individuals are relatlvely homophilous, sre important
determinants of who intersctz in g syntem, And according to

himy findings suggest thet the contents of hetwork links affect
tae exact soclael variebles determining who intersects with whom.

Highsr density in a network msy be an indiecstion that most
of the members' links are smong themselves rather than to others
oubside the lmmsdiate network whera new information so often
ordginates. Thus Yum (1883:557) found thet high density in the
personsl networks of immigrants in Hawail was negetively releted
o the amount of information they had ebout & variety of sooisl
service sgencies for immigrants in their community,

Further, higher walusg of network density reflsct grester
degree of interconnectedness among members and therefore owing
to higher frequency of intersction betwsen themselves, there is
more likelihood of the membersg possesaing the ssme informetion,
This eonforms to the observetion by Danowski (1976:229), who
stetes that, “when the individuals in a personel network are



nighly linked with esch other thers is e higher fysguency of
information exchange mmong them, and are more likely to possess
the sgme information.® He further suggests that the messure of
density provides = besis for inferring the potentisl for diversity
of information and entropy of message types flowing in the
network, thas ss the density of network incresses the content

antropy decreaszes {Danowsiki; 1878),

Just as denge natworke are least fNunctlonal in aseguisition
of infor.antion beeause of thair relatively being closed in nature
and limiting the maubers access to new inforastion. Likewise in
terms of lewvel of involvement slso, deige networks restricts the
meghayr from interscting wilth individusle other than those from
their nstwork of friends. This results in comparatively smeller
natwork size sand presumebly less‘divarmm’reduming the potential

for anew informetion to flow into the nebwork,

Hence & denss nebwork is nsgatively relsted to both the

lavel of involveneant end as well es bto scqguisition of informstion.

It is the degree to whioh the mesbers of an

individuels network ave heterogenocus with respect to certsin
speial charscteristics. In terms of soclal network; diversity ls
& messure of soclal heterogensity of en individusls personsl
contact exhibited over varied digensions,

From the point of view of moguisition of information,
network aiversity provides en index of the potential for
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informetion lnpat. Therefore, a diverse interpsrsonal network
is complementery to & diverse communicstion pattern, es it
provides its members the sxposurs Lo variocw kind of information.
Yum's (1984:108) study of immigrants revesled e significent,
positive correlation between personal network diversity snd lewvel
of information. Dervin (1971117) found that more diverse interw
pergonal natworks sllow for a greater variety of informstionsi
input end are lses likely to conslist of only relatives or person
with the same edugationsl, ceccupationsl end ethnic background.

While from the demographic point of view, a personal
networik comprising of members from varying scoletal stratum
implies a wider soolel context in its composition and the effect
of their soeclal position snd personsl charscteristics is of
principle importance. Buch diversity can be attributed to
greater soclel mobillity and wvaried occupational opportunitiss,
possibilities of it being more in heterogencus getting; usually

found in arben centres,

But the siltustion in villsges is contrasting, charscterissd
by high lewvel of illiteracy and limited scope for social end |
gacupational opportunities evidently result in wery low wvariance
in the relevant soclo-economic sttreibutes, whieh effects the
values for diversity among the participsnts in network. However,
the spstisl progimity to urban cenfres and with wider employment
opportunities {or the adjoining ruval population, the posslbility
of diversity in certain goclo~personal and econonle stiributes
ig snticipeted to influsnce the morphological and interactional

:, fﬁﬁﬁuraa‘af soelal nabworks.
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Rogers 1s of the opinion that for inforamation ‘bo trickle
dowa', there mmst bs optimel hebterophlly in s nebwork in which
information seskin:z dyeds connect lndividusls of somevhat dissle
milar statue bubk yet similar enough to facilitute alfesctive
communication. Bhowamilk (1872) found that inforssbtion seeking
{about agricultaral) links anong Iandian villagers ware more
heterophilous {(on scolo~-econcale status and other éha@ﬁ@t@ri&tiﬂ@}
then were {rliendship links. This then amply supporis the propozi-
tion that the informatlone-exchengs or soquisition in dyedie
communication is releted to the degree of diversity (heterophily)
between the branscelvars on relevant varisbles, ?h& divergiby
inderx would gapture the extent to which personsl snd social
variasbles oparete in & gsoclel nebwork. For the purpose of empirical
englysis, continuous veriables such as age, occupabtion, sducation
eto. the standerd devistion of the welues of ewch network
nenber on @ particulsr varisble would measure diveysity. While
for discreste varisbles; such as geste, sex and relationel
diversity osn be measured by the ratle of each persons links
which gre different bo the total number of linka,

Therafore for now informatlon to diffuse, sn optional
heterophlly on relevanit socliow-personsl verlables must exlst
smong the network members. Acgordingly, the relationship bvebween
diversity and the level ol involvement can be sssumed to have

a posltive sssociction.



It refars to the sverage number of relationship that
eaeh membory dn a dndividucles personal natwork, hes with other
memvers L the nstwork. 16 implies the extent of Integration
in the relubtionship batwoen the anstwork other meabers l.e. apert
from the foesl individuel whose network is belnz considepsd, o
what extent do the other network nmembers meintoin & reciprocal

intersrelationship with one snother.

Logrea of relatlionship s en atbribute of the aetwork and
o funetion of the donsity of network. Becsuse by iliself the
der.sity only pertly roflects nebtwork sbtracture, Thers is sll
possibllities that two networks, with the same density may
diffar very much becsuse of the difference in the number of
persong in the network 1.6., network size Im the lavger of
the two, pzople have more relublions with one enother then in

the smaller one, (Niemeur 1973:147).

The sgauure of notvork densliy corraspvonds to the exient
bto which the ‘network other' members; i.e. excluding the [oosl
respondent, know emch other and have communication links between
them. Hub degree signifies the exbent of inkegrated releiion-
ghip thet @éﬂh member asintaing with bthe other nembers in the
petwerk. This relstlonel jereameter hes been consildered kﬁ@@iﬁg
in mind the village situation, vhere normally everybody %ﬁgﬁﬁ

to know everyons else and engege in o casusl or some nw%maﬁivw

sontext or the other. But it Lig not necessary that m@mhars in~~
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g perticular individaals network, would malstsin & porsonsl and

Lntegreted rlationship smongst themselwves.

Therefore, degree algnifies the extent of Intepration
paongst the meabers in o resnondenis, networia "his factor has
yot recalved scent attention from esriler workirs nevertheless
lts role does heve significence when consldered in the contexd

of the soclal exchangs theory.

The degree of relotionship among the networi mombors is
pereslved to have s positive sgsociation witn the Javel of
involvement, as 1t unrovides easch meaber the possibility of
gxtending contacets with the other mombers 'Lirst ordor star',
through him., This subgeguesntly would enhanvce the nacess to such
extended gources for the seouisitlon of inforaablon. Henge the
degras of relationship anmong the network members 18 assugaed bo

have a positive role In the acaulsition of inlormation.

 of Retwork: members as primsrey soupces of

Thie refers to the vreopordion of network members, who
were ldentified as the primary souree of Informatlion by bthe

respondent.

It is generally obvgervad that in normel clrcumstances,
& person seesing information would first epprowsch someone {rom
amongst his personal contecks, before he approuchés o soaree

who 18 not a member of his natwork, depanding upen the wrgeacy,
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be coacluded that i greatsy proportion of the .aembers in a
Individizles networs, constitebs his prlusry source of informabion,
it 18 essumed thaet it would have & nezative influence on the
level of involvenment snd seemingly 1init the sccsoss to nev inforne.

tlon and intorpersonel sources other then thoms of hils network.

of sonteet snd Dxbent of depos

Both these variebles gro similer In nsbtuce and serve as o
measure of the foecal regspoadentis exbant of exposurs with thelr
n® bwors other membars and prissry souree of inforasblon respeoti-
wilye ilowaver, Lt dosg not anecessarily imply high fatensiby in

socizl yrelationshlp,

The frecuency of Indterectlon i an obvious charscleristic
expected to tave a roln In soclel nebwork mnd acguisition of
informetion. Bulb dasplite this zassunptlon snd Lbe extensive use
by interactionist soclologisty the relevance of fraeguency of
intepsction - hes been found to bo werginel in nedwork snelysis

end hardly reported in the caze of infornsation scquisibion,

The probablz resson could b the contextusl astare of the
informetion snd the extent to which it is instramsntsl end Importent
to the memberi{s) in a netvor<, Apeprt from this the sogiow-puychoe
logiacl charscteristies of the individual like sspliration,
attitude, schisvement motlvation end other personal factor of the
Cindividusl could elsgo heve thelr influence on limiting the

‘relevant contribublion of the fracquency of conbact on the subject
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underieken In the etudy. By the seme logie, the fraguency

of zonticet ls debermined by the aorpholozical siructiare of the
nubwors  dmeiess ol denslby =nd divorsity belng the main veriables.
Daase nolwopks would lovariebly hawve Ltz moambers intsracting

wibth @i’ ovher acrc often than conprred o those whe heve less
danan neiworks, srobebly on aceount of peletivoly gresler

tiversity in tha ilpthters Therefor:, fraguency of conteet i
di@wmtiy relubed to highey dogoeivr pmonz nerbwork nopbors snd

inversoly bto lese denally asbeopi,

But 1o woule bs yf@maﬁufﬂ bo drav eonclusiong aorely on
whe begls of uebtworl sirugbture. Joclel end structural werliables
phongwlbh these of the pevgonal sand ospamuniestlion atirlibates of
the Individuerls must aot be overlooked, an thoy sre the underly-
ing factors which exenale g sipgnificent contribution bto inforase
tion sesiting behaviour. Thus on the boasis of the contaats of
the network links, which is asnbrol to cll humer Interaction,
the interascting reletionship of “ho diiferent verieblas, scolal
network, personal, structurel, sbtatus, wnd communlestlon of the
purticipants is perceived In terms of the level of involvement

snd the scouisltlon of iaformstion.

Brgad on the gubshanes roviovsd in this chapter the
sporonriste verlables snd tho pescarch asthodolopy lolloved fn tha

present investlgatlion iz dstalled in Thz naxbt chepbor.



The premise of the study is thet soolal relationships
axisting between indlvidasls is linkad by communication and
the distinative festures of such relstionel linkages explain
the naturs of the existent communication pabttern smong the
participants in o network., The study attempis to identify the
network variablea'whiah distingulshes the gommnication
structure among members of the different csste groups in the
village and explore their potentiszl for scquiring informstion
rélating to development programmes slongwith other selected
soclompersonsl and communicabion veriabvles., Accordingly ths
social network is baing congeived ss an interpersonal network,
comprising of the set of persons with vhom the rezpondent
nainteins & personsl and reguler communication 1link,

This chepber of the study therefore has been dewvoted to
the disoussion of method an® technliques used in the inwestige-
tion, whioch for convenience hag been organised under the
followings sectlonss

I, Locale of the gtudy snd its desoription
ITa Varigbles and their messurement,

I1¥. Method of dats collection

IV. Statisticel Analysls,
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The nature end objectives of the ressarch undertsken

negessitated a whole village spproach es the most sppropriate
method to draw velusble inference sbout the study. The criterion
for the selection of the village wes sz unders

de

2

G

4 medium sized, multleaste village, vhose socio-sconomic
and cultursl features should b 3 {air repreasentative of
the village conditions preveiling in the district,

The wvillege should be conveniently loosted from the
major developmental related institabions, such as the
block, benk, cocoperative soclety ate.

At least some of the residents in the village should
have besn bveneficlaries of the ongoing development

programmes.

The resesrcher should be acquainted with the loagl
dialect and zpciel customs of the village, which should
be conveniently logated so thet frequent visits gould
be possible.

With the sbove criterion in vlew, the villsge Palpur

¥has in Chakks Block of Allshabed district, was selected for
mailaation of date Tfor the study. A4 brisf descripbion of the

distriet, bleok and village are presented in the succeeding

gackions.



Situated in the southeezstarn pert of Uttar Pradesh,
covering & geographical arca of 7,055 sq.km, which is divided
inte three yregions, viz. Jamunapar, Sangepar and Dogba esch
having dissinilar topogrephic conditions. The district consistes
of nine tehsils and 73 Blocks. As per the 199) census, the
total populstion wes 37,007,083 of which the rursl populatiocn
being 30,23,445 sccounted for 78.61 percent of the total populse
tion ae compersd to 31.54 pﬁfaant in 1871, The total number of
villeges sre 3000 of vhich 3,835 are inhabitsted; the population
denslty works ocut to 8508 per sq. km.

kn importent demogrephic fesmbture of the district ls that
the scheduled cssts constitute 10.18 perceni of the totael popules
tion. The total work foree is shout ©,43,714 forming 25 percent
of the total population. Aagricultarslists and farm leboursrs
constliute aandmuyaf thie work population end of it 74 percent
sre dependent on land and land-based actlivities. Indasiriel
workers, trade, commerce and sorvices ere concentrated in Allahabad

ity snd iis aahurban industrisl areas.

The N.B.5. Block, Chekka wes established in Aprdl, 1069,
situated in the sputh ssst of Allshabad © km sway from it, with

the subdivisional hwaﬂqungtﬁrs 1n Zarchens.
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The Block hes 128 villzges of vhich 94 sre inhabitated,
heving 60 geon ssbhas and 8 naye panchayeats. It cowrs a total
geographic ares of 15,343 hactares. .ecording to the 1991 censusg
the total population wes, 3,8813 of which 46,803 wers melaz and
42,007 fengles, The schaduled coste numbered 2§,639. The
literate population is 21,714 of which 18,121 are males conatibuie-
ing 38.71 percent., While 3,533 femeles constituting only nine
percent of the totsl population,

The net eultivated ares in the Block iz ©€,743 ha, of
vhich 3,884 ha,is irrigeted, the major source being the river
cansl end tubewells. Four hundred and ninty seven heoteres
is under forestry and the ares brought under use for other then
sgriculture is 2,443 ha. The soil 1z sendy loem end alluvial
type with an annuel rainfall of 1200 nm.

The cultivated sres under the thres mejor cropping
gseason ere as follows: Kharif (4,012 ha), Rebi (5,234 hs) and
7ed4d (447 had., The hreskup of different agategory of sultlivetors
is as follows; margingled,751; smallel4,180; © to 3 he-8834
3 to 8 he. - 369; and 5 he snd shove = 201, Therefore majority
of the farmers comprisze of small snd marginsl land holders.



Within the Block ares, following instutions exist

providing various services:

Gremeén Bank

Cooperative Societies

Markets

lalr Price Shops

hgriculture Seed Store
Veterinary Hospital

Artificial Insemmination Cantre
Stoexman Centre |
Maternity Hospital

rumily Plemning Centres
Agurvedic Hospital

Primary Schools

Junior High School

High School and Inteprnediate
Pogt Office

Two

One
Fifteen
One

Forty two
Seven
Three
Bix

There ave ten villege development Officers easah covering

giz to seven villsges. The mejor development prograume being
implaﬁantad by the Blook within which all the activities are:

1) Integrated Rural Development Programme (I.R.D.P)
14)  Hational Rural Employment Programms (N.R.E.P.)
i11) Training Eﬂrai Youlbh for Self Rmployment (T H.¥+8.7.M.)



The Integrated Rurel Development (I.3.D.P.) was initiated
in 198081, in the beginning the main thrust wes dirsotad to
agriculture and animal husbandry but since 198783 the enmphasis
turned to Industrisl Business end Service Section (IBS). The
distribution of beneficiaries under the different schemes of the
I1.R.LsPs for the period between 10901997 is given sz under:

Component 8081 8l=82 82.83 8384 §84=-00 85.88 BO-BY
Agriculture 2151 70 138 153 iz 61 81
fnimel Husbandry 7 134 129 g8 e 47 58
Minor Irrigation 11 13 24 4 X T 5 4 3

%?gggtrial Business 11 184 873 373 488 BAT 0 TR4

Total 124 376 868 a8 565 Ove  Bad

Falpur Khas, the villege sslecied for the study iz situsted
on the banks of the river Jamuns, 12 ku southesast of the city
of Allshebade A 1.5 km., unmetplled road gonnects the village
to the Ngtional Highwey. GCovers sn ares of 640 sores, with a
totel oultiveted ares of 382 seres ol which only 131 scres are
irrigeted by the River Canal and 251 sores remains unlirrigated.
0f the remsining seres, 131 ecreas are wricultiveted, 5 scres aye
covered by & pend, & asres of fallow land and P8 scres are
affeated by floods during the monsoons. Only = portion of the
villege has the fanility of streed Light comnectlon.
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The village hoa a populstion of 074 people; 52% males
end 452 femules. G8lxty thrae are of the higher caste, 697 of
the backwerd and 214 belong to the scheduled asste, In all
there are 161 households.

The literacy level 1s very low with only 833 msles and
17 femeleg who are literaste, the villege has no sohool.

Acoording to the cestewise distribution of households
there were 43 families from the higher caste, 30 from the baakwnrﬁ
easte which comnrised of 10 differsnt Jatl groups snd 38 from
ths scheduled castes comprieing of 4 jetl groups. Farming is the
major occupstion followed by government gervice and independent
oocupstion such as grocery shop, psan, cloth, and oyols repair

SHODS »

There are 4 large farmers eachowning ten sores or morej
16 medium farmers cechowning five to ten seres of land; 70 small
farmers with land holdinzs between one Lo five acres, 37 wepe

marginel lsndowners with lesgs than one acre and 19 wers landless.

The villege panchayat is. dominated by the higher ceste
namely; Brehaminsg end Thekurs while the other castasy raprm@antaﬂ
are Nishad end Chemer. The Brahmins have s strong influence,
particularly in obvtaining financlel loens and are the mein money
‘lenders. The Nishads (fishermen csmste) are the largest single
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Jati group in the villege. The scheduled caoste members and
thelr lesd2rs were mors sligned to the Thakur factlon, bub
did not have sny significant role in the village affeirs.
Instead they inclinad to huve stronzer tles with external
sodrees, who were providing them with employxent opportunities
and finencisl assistance,

Tha village hes a poor record for having & high number
of dafsulters who have not repeid their loan borrowsd from the
bank end the village SQQparativa Seoiety. The villuge panchayst
did not mailntain & record of those wiho obtelned IAD? loans but
from the Block records the following informatlon about the
benelicieries who had obtained loans snd thelr breakup under
the different schemss, is glven below:

19488-86 188637
Agricultupa 1 b
Animal Husbendry - -
Industrial Business and 34 08

Sarvice Saction(IBE)

In pgrieulture, the beneficierics wore giﬂuh loane for hand
opurated chaffoutter. In the case of IBS, the loans wers
furnished for the purchase of boasts, [ishing nets, cloth
vending, horse cart{skka}; pan shop,sycle repalring tools,
loudspeaker set, four wﬁwﬁl garte for trensportation and

samal,



64

By way of extension and educational sobivitiles; the
Bloek hes not conducted eny sctivity or prograome in the village.
Instead the Agriculfursl Institute has bean the only agency
carrying out some extension progremmes which consists of field
demonstration and distribution of seads end fertilizers under
the ageles of the Lab-to-Land progranne. The World Counelil of
Churcehes has sponsored & rarcl developoent programse for youug
fermers, preschool children snd rural women which is carrisd oub
throagh the young Fsrmers Club snd Shisha Vizss Xendra's. The
various extension sctivities oconducted ineclude villsge and
inztitutionsl %rainings, field snd home denonatration wnd
sereening of relevent film shows relating to agrioculture and
livastoos mensgenent, Sewing-knitting, nuteition and dletsary,
sreventive heslbh end hyglene wers the aspects taken up with |

the wonen membars.

The village had one TV set owned by & Srahmin youth
1zedoer and sboubt 35 to 47 percent of the households hed transise
tors, however printed maebteriel wes absent.

IT.

The wverlsbles selactad for the study are presented below

alongwlith the mmaauramenh‘temhniquea used,
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()  Personsl
1) Lge vhronologicsl age
£} Bducation Sporss assigned am per the
Jocio-Zeanomice Sonle of
a) Family Type Trivedi and rareex (1963)
(b) with necessary nodification

4) Ceoupablon
) Totel landowned
¢} Zocisl participstion

73 Composite Socloecononic

status
{a) mmandentic 3
8 Cosmopolitenass Saale developed by Srnest(1873)
9) Hess Medla Use Schedule developed for the
PUrpuse .
(d)  fExitension |
10) Sxtension sgent Contect Schedule developed for the
11) Partieipation in parpose
Extension Aotivities
(a)

17) Praportion of Network  Value besed on the proportion
members who 28rve as of respondents network size
primary source of

Cinformation for each

“respondant.
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13. Extent of Bxposurs whioch Sehedule developed
aach respondent has with for the purposse
his primary source of
Information

14 Information acquisition Sghedule developed
Seora, for the purpose

() & AL
15, detwork Size Sehedale developed
16. Fregquency of Conbtact. for the purpose

17. Lavel of Involvement.
18« HRelationel Diversity.
19+ Qeccupational Diversity.
20y Zducational Diversity.
1. Crate Diversibty.

an, Dansity. |
03« Degree of relstlonship.

The level of involvement and information acguislition were
the dependent warisble for the snalysis of the soglal network and
informetion sequisition aspects reapectively.

The method end procedure for the measursment of each of

the wvarisbles are elaborated ss undart

Aw

and family t&ﬁa of eash of the selected respondents,



87

Lo

ARE¢ Age was operationalised es the chronolegicsel full
yasrs completed by the respondents at the time of

interview, It was determined by ssiing them as open end
question,

D Bducationt “dueabtion was opsretionzlized ss the number of

years of fornel schooling sfteaded by the respondents.
The scores mssigned to the varlous lewels of educabion
are presented in Aprendix I.
by Zypat The farily type waz dichobtomized inte 'joini?
and 'nuclesrt families. It was operstionslly messured

Sa

by the BES scale, presented in .ppendix I,

& nuclepr faally As composed of members of only one adulb
gouple including minors and dependents.

& Joint family is conposad of two or more merried couplow

living undeyr s common roof hawving s Joint cooking place,

Be

smongst the socio-sgonomic verdebles included in the
SE8 smaele; occupation, total lend holding end social participaw
tion were gonsidered as separate independent veriables enviseged

to have some besring on the resegrch problem wndsr study.

o sapetiont An ooocupation is & soclal role that is

determined by the gensral division of labour within a
socioty-n set nf activities centerad on an economic role
and usuplly associated with earning a living. It is



en lmportent feotor defining & person’s soclal prestige, cluws,
position and style of 1ife. Uecupstion wes operationslly measuared

by the scores assignod as given in ippendix I.

8.

hepd Owneds Land owned refers to the total sores of
lend possessed by o respondent and was gseasured by an open ended
queation. The wnit of lend megsuremsnt in the ares of study was
'pigha', which consisted of 20 biswas. The tobal arep of land
possessed by o respondent was converted to the standsrd unit of
‘seres’ end scorss swarded as per the SHS scele, which 18 piven

in Appendix I.

G

the respondents? relatlive involvement in formel orgenizations

patiens The soolsl participetlion refers to

pperationgl in the villace or Dlock as o asmber of office besrer
with regard to holding the position through nomination or
geleotlion snd was geasured sccording to the 83108 scale deweloped
by Trivedi (1963). Walghted score was sasigned to emch cabegory
88 glwven in Appendix I. '

T sbatuzs Tt refers to the position o

respondentd occuples In comperison o others with respract to his

materisl possessicon, oooupetion, soclal participetion in the
formal organisations. The LUS scale wes nodified for scores
assigned to ceste grouping, materisl posseszion ferm power snd
animals possessed and eduecation. Algebric sum of scores on sll

the 4items constbituted the total soclo-sdonomie scors of the

regpondents
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The sociowecononie status scores of mll th- rospondents
renged from Se40. 7Py using the welghted sumulative frecisncy
method, the totsl welghted gpmuletive frecusnay for ell the
respondents wes obtained, In order to delimi: the respondents
into high, wnedium znd lov socio-2ccnomlc status aategory, tho
totel welghted eumalstlve frocusncy waes divided into thres equal
purts. The respondents having cuaulsative [rscuenay f&iling in
the first part formed the group of low socio-eoonomic status
(5=1043). The respondents having cunulstive frecusncy frlling
in the wmiddle part {11726-1885) form the group of 'medium' sooio-
sconoale status, The remelning respondents cumulative frecguency
score falling in the lest part (7151.3172) foraed the group of

high soglo-acononic atabtus.

ablon - Sxtension varlsbles

gg e The terz refers o the degree to vhieh the

respondent had the opportunity to go out of his villege for some
purpose ond thereby be exposed to or intersct with othera, Cosmo.
politeness was enperically seasurad on the four point cunt;gugm

developed by Brneat (1973).

The different centres of visit enumerabted were not of
uniform distance from the wvillage of the respondentsy The centrss
also differed in their iluportence from the polnt of wiew of thair
association in some way or the other with development ectivitise
and availability of information.



70

By ssking the respondents open gnd gnestion, responss
for eash centre was obteined and the seores wars totalled and
teten as the 'Josmopolitensss' score of the yespondent. The
score assigned for eash centre under ssch point of the continuum

1z glven in the ipnecdix T.

s nok (HAC) 1 It refers to the nusber

of tim:s the respondeat hed contact or was visited by the selscted

developuent persomysl of tha 3lock snd sovarnment functionaries

who are sssocieted with rurasl developuent programmes. One point
was awarded for each contact of the respondent with zach personnel
ragpectivaly daring the peried of six monthe preceding the date

of interviev, The todal nuaber of contacts mads up the sggregete

seore of the resvondent for sxbensien sgent contact.

‘ L4 tivities(PEA)t It refers %o
the participetion of a res;ondent in sslscizsd extenslon sotivitlies;

namely, Demonstrationg, Kisen Goshtl, Fermers Training Csmpa,
Kigan Melwm, and adaaatiamala§aurs. This varisble wes smperically
menaursd by giving & scorg’gne for ecach of the activities in
which the respondent reported to have participatod In the lest
one ysaar preceding ths dsete of interview. The totel scors for
sgch respondent wes this obtalned by the type of gcores Into the

number of tinss that the individusl participated,.

This refers to the dlfferent types of

mems medis sources vhich the respondent used regularly or vae
sxpused e, namely; the Radlo, loosl newspaper, television,
é&#ﬂiﬂpmaﬁt or axtension films or video fiims, and extenaion
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publicution meberisl sg. pamphlebs, cnartesposters, {olders
ete. which would have been distribubed by locelly overating
agencies or Block.

The seleetsd gadie wepe listed and 1ts use messured by
meene of 8 3 point continunm whieh was given scoref. The scops
obtelined for sech of the selectsd nediums wes sdied bo find out
the totel score of the respondents mess aedly age. The ssores
for sach point on the contloum cguinst saoh wedius 1s included

in the Appendlx I.

‘hils prefers to the persons in the network whom the

respondent Ldentified as his rzgalsyr sand prlasey source of
inforamation., The moesuromeat of this werisble wes conputsd
by teking the porportion of such mempers over the fobtual nudbor

of members constituting the network size of the regpondent.

& higher valus of this index denotes greater dependencse
for inforastion input on nebtwork mﬂmﬁ@wa. Wille lower waluos
are indicative of legsser dapendence for inforasstion from netwoerk
membarg, invarlably leeving optlions for the indlvidusl %o soek
interparsonal sources frou otuer thun thoss of his nelwork

nepbers .

13, apure: 1t refers to the amplitude of inters

actionel opportunity that the respondent haw with sach of fhe

individusls whom he Ldentifien as his primary source of informaw

blon,
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This was oparationalised by msking each respondent sn
opga nd ougstion, ‘how often does he mest with epoh of his
source(s)’s A four point intervel index wes developed bo measure
the fregueney of contact. The franuency and the corresponding

agore for asch i3 siven as followss

Daily » (4}

often in the wesk ~{3)

once in s weexn «(2)

lesg aftan =(1}
The composite {recueney index was computsd by tha sun of the
vroduct of the number of interpersonsl sourgs in esch cabegory
of exposure and its scors. This composibe score was dividaé by
the totsl number of individusle ildenbtified ss gources of informa-
tion. The meximumeninimum rsoge of the sxbent of exposurs was
4 to 1j higher velue indicebtes greater expogars of the respondent

with his source of infovoation,

The informetion scauisitiocn score for each r@@p@nﬁ@ﬁt
was oparstionslised by asking him an open ended guestion,"vheb
are the development programmes tha® ave currently implemented by
the Block? On identificstion of the programme(s), the next
step was to enguire how much the respondent 'mew sbvout the
programme, its detaillsd knovledge, by asking ancther sct of
questions, the responses to which were then aﬂﬁignaﬁ seory 1t
wes gompubed witbh thes help of s %wp@ing conbiggm - which 18 as
follows; mever heerd of «{1); mware but do not know ~(2); mwere
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and knov somethin- «(7): snd swere end koow wollw(4), is
per the officlal rescords of the Chakxa Block the following
davelopment programmes were belny implementad :

(.} Integrated Rural Development Programme (I3l:)

(b) Hatlonsl Rursl Imployment Progrimme (i3 °F)

() Trainiag of Rarel Jouth for Sell Smployment {TRTS7M)

The ran e of the scoras varled betwesn 12 and 3.

In case of the scclel network indlces uged for inteppreting
the communleetion siractura, the besie unlt for the analysis eare
the respondents who constitute the universe of the study, .8
stated earlier, ths notlon of soclal network is used gynonymously
with ‘“interpersonel network', comprising of indivisusls with
whom the respondent has communicetion on personal level. The
orienteticn therefore 48 bussd on the 'personel nsbtwork? il.e.
looking st essh respondents imwediste soolel relationships with
other members and the chesracteristics of these soclel ties from
the point of wiew of the raspondent. Thus the network originates
and ends with the respondent, the snalysis was sccordingly
limited to what Barnes (196¢) termed as 'primary star', which is
the set of direct links %that a person hes with others who
invariably constitute the 'primery zone' of the netrork. The

reaiproeity of relationship was not consider.d for the analysis,



The sslectad features which consbtibtute the soolael network
indices hawe been considersd primarily for their sssumed conbri-
bution to the lewvel of invelvement end the acquisition of informé-
tion, These have bsen listed subsecuently, describing clearly
their operationsl messurement procedure followsd to compabe the

indivicdunl velue for the resvondent on these indices respectively.

1) Network 5ize.
i1) Frequency of conbaeb.
1il) ature of Soclal Bxchange.
iv) Relational Divarsity.
¥v) Occupational Diversity.
vi) ZRducetional Livereity.
vil) Caste Liveraity.
vild) Setwork Dengily.
1x) Degree of Relationshlp

This refers to the number of persons whom the raspondent
mentions that he most often interacts on @ personal ievel. This
was operationalized by asking the respondent an opsn endad
question; 'who ere the persons with vhom you nost often intersct?’

g) in your villege
b} outside your village.
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(pleese indicete the persons whom you can approsch without
hesitetion in time of need or help, and as well 3 maintain
regulsr socisl contest). ‘'Regulsr! refers to o personsl

contact of &t leust once in a period of 15 days on &1 8VBrags.

The total numbsr of such porsons zentioned by the

respondents, meaburad the size of his network.

This refers to how often the respondent normally intsrs
scted with esch of his network members. The frecuency snd the

porragponding scors for esch is a8 follows:

2) fnee z day 8
1) Covarsl times a week 4

¢) Few times = month 3

[

d) Once & month

o) Few times a year 1

The freguency of communicstion wes sepsured by the sum
of frequencles asross all the parsons, Ll.e. Type sgore x number
of network members in easch cetegory of frequsncy. Tihls
gompogsite score was then dividad by the network slze of the
respondent to reduce the influence of it on the frequency of
communication. Therefore, the score waluss closer te 5 ilwmplled
a grester frequency of interection that the respondent hed with

his network members on an &Versge.



Tuls refers to the neiurs of szocisl interaction thabt the
respondent most of'ten angages with each of his notwork members.

It was operstionalised by eategorising the rBEADONSCS 881

(i) Feracnal = firouss porsonal nmebbter sbout gelf

or goacerming ther fpallye

(11) Soedisl = zat tozether and discuss general
aifelrs.
{111) Oecupstional « {discuse aspocte pelated %o the

peoupatlon opr work one does.

{iv) Advisory - gsek opinion or wiews on issues of

laportance.

T™he scopre wpd compub. d by the totel nuaber of osategories
of soglel erxchange overall the notwork senbers, €.g. o o petuwork
glze of 4, if the type of intersetional exchenge smongst the
four nembers was only perscnel snd sociel Iin nabure, then the

seore will he 9.

This total score gonstitutes the Bwvel of involwvement of
the respondent with hils network members in general. The maximam
and minimun seors ranged from 4 to 1. iigher walues indlocte
greater level of involwvement mesning werdod bty .es of message
content is vontained in ths interaction bebtween the respondent

and his network members.
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Howevery on the individual lavel, i% can be compubed by
taking 'the proportion of different typos of intsracbional
content that respondants reports to exchange with sach of the
network others. Higher the scores, higher the lavel of involvee
ment between the dyads, It also Indivates whether the comaunicse

tion link between the dyed is multiple or uaiplex in nature,

Hature of relationwsl tie, oocupstion, level of sducstion
and ceste wers the selected warlsbles on which the exitent of
diversity smong the network others was detorained.

This refers Lo the different tynes ol relationship
that the respondent has with ssch of the network membars indivie
dusllys the different csbegory of relatlonships that s responw

deant cen have wlth his network nenbers are:d

i) Relation
1) Friend
11i) HNeighbour
iv) Oecupational contact.

The oparational measurement of the relationsl diversity is the
total numbar of differsnt relstionships mentioned in sach
network which becomes the individuals own score for pelstionsi

diversiby.
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This refers to the different occupations of the
respondent’s network members.

It was operationally messursd by essigning the score to
apeh type of occcupsbtlon. The scores ussd were in socordsnce

with ths Trivedl Boclo-Beonomic Shatus soele (1963),

The verdsnce of the occupstional status of the network
negbers was obtained by totelling the frequency of score valuss.
The mean was computed by dividing the sum of score velues by the
a@twark siza. Subtract the mean welue froaz ssch individusl
cccupation seore wvzlue, squars the resultant value, the sun of
those weluss sre then divided by the network size to roduce
the effect of it. This constitutes the ogzupebtionsl diversity
of the respondents network. +‘he mope varisnce 1.2 larger
values, the moye diverse the network in terms of the occupstionsl
statug of the network members, On the contrery, lover values
imply that the respondents networi members do not vary much in

their occupstlonel background.

inL LLYersLty

Thig refers to the exbtent of variamnce there is in the
level of education of the respondents network members. The
varience value wag uged a8 a measure of educationsl diversity
of the pembers in the network. The operatlonal measurement
provedure adopted was the same as was done in the gase of
wmmputing‘t&@ am@up&tiaﬁml éivaraitym‘ The scores used vere:
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illitersto -

upto wmiddle w 9
upto Intermediaste = 3
Graduete w A

i respondente netvork is conaidered to be more diverse if the
variance velue obtained is high i.e., the mombers in the

respondents network are diverse in their lesvel of educntion.

It refers to the nunbsr of »ersons belonging to different
cagtes other than thet of the respondents. A natwork is considerw
ad more diverse 1L 1t comprises of different caste members
rether then just s single caste. The operationsl messurement
wes done by teking the totel number members who were of castes
other than thet of the respondents ags the index. The threa
category of ceste desligneted were ths higher, baciwerd md
seheduled onste respachtively.

It refers to the extent to which the membars of a respone-
dents network are interconnected l.2., ‘know esch other' snd
there exdate s communication 1ink betwesn them. It provides
& basiz for inferring the potentisl for diversity of informaticn.
ﬁighar density has legs potentlsl Tor diversity of informsbtion
bacauge of greater intep-connectednoss.
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This strueturel varieble is a function of the number
of actualized relationship amongst the network other members
and the total number of persons involved in the network.

3ensity';nﬂax repregents the pereentege of potentisl links that

nre actuelised.

In the study this refers to the mean number of relations
shipe thel eaoh network member; excluding the respondent, has
witn other meabsrs in the network. The necessity of deteraining
the degree of relationship is beoause 1t provides & more
sabstuntive knowledge sboutbt the nature of relationsbip which
individuzls in & peevwork shars smongst themselwes. It slso
has ¢ sotlologicel significsnce ss far as the dleseminetion mf
informatlon asong the members Iin 2 network is concernad. And
gince the interpretation of g netvwork ig the relation @xigiing
botwesn ite density and the numbar of persons involved, the
rale of the degres of reletionship slso contribates to the
process of information spread smong the menbers in the netvorik,
The gdensity is & funoction of two fegtors; degrse of relatlicone

ship end the totel number of persons in the network,

The procedurs for couputing the density and degree of
relationshlp was done from the individusl dats thet was recorded
in the chsrt developed for the purpose, The names of the
pnebtwork megberg mentioned by the respondent was entered indivi-
duslly inte a set of cireles. Reciprocity of relstionship
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between =2ech of the zembers wss not consldered individusily, but

instend the respoadent waa agked to degipnobe:

{a) which pgirs of individuels were known to easch other &
dotted line was drown to join the two points

(b) peir of individusls who meinteined e strong comoumicetion
link bebtween themselwes 1.8. reciprocsl relablonship &
splid line wes drawn to connect such dyvads.

Since it wes g personal network most of the individusle were

known to sacgh othor begeuss nelority wera from the same village
itsall., The density of & network was computed by considsring

the dotted lines drawn over the possible number of sueh connestlons
gouprising of the petusl numbepr of links in s network. The
following formula was usad;

!a&
D= Ainei)/o
Ta® = the sctusl avmbsyr of links
= pumber of pergons in the nelbwork
I = density of the respondents network
= the nusher of sctusl communication links
between the mewbers in e network excluding
the respondent. Funetionally expressed in

parcentage.

FTopr determining the degres of relatlonships between the
members in asnaawmrk; the solid lines connecting palrs of
individuals was consldered and the formuls used vasi



a 8 x e
ﬂmm

N

where Na = npumber of reciprocel relationships

" = gize of the nebwork,

é¢ = <the aversge number of reciprocal relationships

members hoave wlih other mesbars in o ned work.

The value of density renges from 0.00 to 1.001 high valuss
indicate a greater Interconnsetedness among the netwerk members.

The schedule for the study was developed based on the
objectives of the resesrch wnd reviews of previcus work done.
The selectlon of relevent individuel characteristics (personal,
soslo«-scononle) communication and sxtension orientsbed verisbles

ware elag mede which were spgsumed sp indepsndent wveriebles.
The sehadula had four partsy

Pert 1 Individusl cherscteristics of the respondsnts comprising
of porsonaly soglos-agonomic, compunication snd extension
oriented varlables which were messurad with the help of

verious scaslen developsd or adopted fop the purpose.

Part IT Information pertaining to the soclal natwork indlces

were recorded oun s chart designed for the study.

Part III Data concerning the respondents primsry source ¢f
inforamation used snd the extent of expowure.



Yart IV Level of inforastion/knowlsdge that the respondent heg

about the current development programmes.

The schedule wus pretested with 20 randomly contmoted
farmers in & village other then selected one. Heeessary modificne
tiong weye nede in the ouestionnsire.

S8ince the whole villege study was considered sppropriste,
8 cestewige list of households wss complled with the help of the
villsge pradhan.

The villsge hed s totsl household of 161 families of
which 180 ware Interviswed., &Sleven hoaseholds vwere gorgsened and

not ineluded becszuse for the following reasons:

(1) ¥ive rafuged to cooporeste and wars not willing to
be interviewed.
{ii) Thres were detected to be glving unrelisble informetion.
(111} Three hsads of the households were employed and liwed
wost of the btime cubtzide the willsge, hence were nod

svellabls for interview,

™e personal lnterviews with the mein decision maker in =
household in & face to fece mitur tion wes the principsl method

of date sollesction.



In scoordance with the nsture of study it wes found
appropriste to analyse the data employing bvoth deacriptive and
relationsal statisticsl methods., The etatistics is tented wb

provablillity levals of 0,08 aod 0.01 oo two-tailed slanificance
test,

1e

{a) Pearsons cosfficient of correlstion (r) was used to Find
out the zero-order correlation between the individusl
vuriables. |

(b) Path snalysls for deteraining the direct or lndirsat
effect of the independent warisbles on the dependent
variable,

(e) Stepwise Regre#slon, & poverful varistion of multiple
regrasplon which 18 & meens of choosing lndependent
variableg whieh will provids the best prediction pomsible
with the most relovant independent warisbles.



CHAPTER IV

The data oollegled gocording to the methods snd procadures
detailed in Chapbter giwemwsubjected to both desoriptive and
relational anelysis to sult ths objectives of the study. The

rasulis sccuring from the anslysis sre presented and dizcussed
undsr the following hesds:

Le The socloepersonsl profile of the willsge respondents

on the basils of:

&l Socio~personsl wverlables
b} Communication and extension varisbles
¢} Informstion sequisition wariables
P Lxistent communiestion network explained with the help

of the ‘socipl network 'variasbles.

&)

b)

a)

b 1 a)

bl

Thne int2rpersonal comsunicebtion structure in terms
ol seclsl network indices.

Reletionship among the individusl and network
verlebles with the lsavel of Involvsment.

neletive influence of the network and individusl

varisbles on the Level of Involvemant,

Relationship smong the individual snd nelworx
variables with Informebtion iequislition of the
regpondsnts.

Relative influsnce of the individusl snd network
verisbles on the Inforastion dcquisition in the

different ceate groups «
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1.(a) SOCILO-PERSOHAL PROFILE OF THZ VILLAGY 7ZOPOND NTS

The nsture of study prompted the necessity for providing
some beckground information regarding the spolo-persvnal ah&ramt@rw‘
istics of the village respondents. This would fseeiliteis g
batter understanding about the nature of thelr soeicl intersoticne
al patterns.

Tebls 1.1, reports the freguency and percentsge &iatrihﬁw
tion of respondents, on eseh of the vardebles in the three cashe
groups and a8 well &8 on the oversll besis. The wesns, stendard
deviation and Z velues computed Lo test the significent ﬂiffammmaﬁﬁi
it any, batween the thres casbte groups, heve zlso been incorporas h
tad to sabstantiste the findincs,

The geven varlables were age, occupation, land h&lﬁimg,‘
fanily type, sducation, sociel participstion end svcio-sgonenic

shatus.

AGE: Teble 1.1(a) reports the distribution of the respendents
on the basis of theilr spe. It was observed thet 80 peroent of
the respondents. were in the old end middle age group. Hajority
of the high and backvward caste respondents (83 and 47 percent
regpectively) ware in the sge group of 48 years and abowe. While
81 percent of the scheduled gaste respondent were in the gge
group of 30 to 44 yeurs, with the remeining 49 parcent being
equslly distributed in the young end old sge categories.

The 7 walue was found to be significant st 0.08 lewel of
probability in the case of the high end baskvard ceste with thet
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of ths schedulsd gsste respectively.

Thig luplies thet the scheduled csste respondents were
relatively younger in age then the higher and bachkwerd ceate
respondents who in turn did not differ much in their sge with

one anothar,

IPATION s Table 1.3(b) reports the distridbution of respondents
on the besis of thelr cpcupeiions. It indicstes that farming
wea the mein occupation for mejority of the respondents followed
by aboub 832 percent vho were sngaged ps lebourers. In ganeral
all ogoupabionsl cstegories were found to be pepressnted in

vaxrying numbers perblealarly by the backward casnte yespondeants.

smong the highor snd bagkward geste group sbout 85 percani
in asch were farmers. “Whlle 1la the scheduled cusits group nesrly
G2 percant were labourers either manual or agrioulturel, 11
percant wvere cultivebtors and about 1D percent in the sape group
woxre found to be engeged in independsnt profession, mainly
teehnical. There were sbout 30 percent amongst the high caste

suployed in govwermment serviges,

The Z wvalues ronorted in the Table indicate that there
was sipnificent difference in emeh of the easte greups at 0.01
level of provebility.

The higher caste respondents were found to have signifiw-
gently bhigher ocoupeblonal mesns then that of the baskverd prid
‘ﬁmhmﬂulﬁﬁ gastes, wimilar result wes found betwean the bacivard
and wﬁhaﬁmla@ caste 5150.
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Thus sll the caste group differed significently from
each other in prespact of thelr cacupation.

Taeble 1.1 (c)r reports the distribution of respondents
on the basis of their lend holding. The date refesl thab apoud

83 percent of the respondents were in the smell fermer ocsbtegory

owning upty § aoresy followed by 93 parcent who uwﬁad upt@ anﬂ
gere of land and only 12 percent wers landlesg muﬂlﬁh@ Bome

parcentege wes thaet of the nmedium and large farmers taken
together. |

Abput 57 and 86 psroent of the hizgher and backwerd casts
regpondents were gmell farmers, while there wers only 28 percent
of scheduled castes in this category. searly 51 percoent of ths
lownr ecste respondents were nerginal land ownors and 27 percent
lendless. Only 12 percent of tha higher cestes hed gwwr 15
agresg of land.

The 7 wvelues indicete that there wes slignificent dlifer
ences between the means of the 3 casbe groups, at 0.0l lavel of
probability.

The higher caste's being significently higher then the
two lowsr castes similsrly the backward were significantly
higher then the scheduled castes.

3 v: et

Tablﬁ‘l.itd) raports the distribution of the respondents
on the basis of thair family type.
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It was found thel nearly 68 pesruent of the respondents
wers having nuclesr families, wibth over 79 percent from *he backs
werds and acheduled cestes prespectively. But amengst the highep
coste sboudt 83 percent were from Jjolnt families.

The 7 values show that the highesr csste respondents hed
slgnificantly higher mesn values than that of the beokwerd end
scheduled omstes nt D.05 level of probebility. While there wes
no slgnificant difference badtween the two lower caste respondents.

Table 1l.1(a), reports tha dlstribution of the respondenta

on the besis of thelr lsvel of educeltion.

It was observed that about 41 percent of the respondents
hud primary to middle lovel of educationy 38 percent wers
1iliterate and only about 7 percent were gradustes in the village.

smonget the higher caste respondents nesrly 35 percent
had upto primary level of educstion, 73 parcent were mairiculate

and only 15 percent gradusfes.

While there wepre sbout 57 pergent smong the schedulsd and
431 percent from the baewerd caste who were lllitsrates. There
were 272 percent in both these casste groups respectively who had
acguired upto middle level educmtion. Only 15 percent of the
buckward hed completed metriculation snd ¢ percent in the cssee

af the scheduled gaste.



The Z welues botwesn the means of the thrse cestes, shows
thet the highsr csates were significsntly higher then that of the
bagiward and scheduled camte respondents respectively st 0.01
level of probability. “hile the two lower caate did not show
any sigaificant difference between themselves. Therefops, the
higher cugte regpondents were slznificentiy higher in thair
lewol of education gtuiug then that of the other two castes which
did not diff:r asongst thensalves.

Teble 1.1(f) reports distribution of the respondents on
the basis of thelr sociel partlcipation score.

The doba shows that 69 peyrcant of the regpondeats hed DO
involvenent in zoy of the willege inmtitubtions, bul there weyae
18 percent who wad low end © percent having = hizgh sociul partle

clipation scores.

soross the three caste groups 48 percent of the high
eaate respondents, 74 percent of the baswerds and 36 percent
of the gcheduled caste wers found to have no particelipation in

the village orgenizetions.

Among the high esste respondents it was obgavrved thet
a2 percent hed low and 28 percent had high soolal varticipation

BOOYE,

There were shoub 13 percent among the backvward caste

respondents who had low socisl participation scores,



€4

The scheduled caste had o mesgre § porcent of respondenty

pogsessing low and high soclal perticipetion scores each,.

The 7 walues show that ths high ceste respondents hed
sipgnificantly higher meen vslue than the other two caste graups
respectively at 0,01 lewl of probability,. Whils there was no
gignifileant differsnce batwsen the bochward snd scheduled pedte
group in their level of scclgl participation.

It iz, therefore, obvlous that the socisl ocrganisstion

and institutlons ere doninated by the high csste people in the
villuge.

Teble 1.1(g) reports the disbribvution of the respondenbs
on the besis of thailr composite soclo-soonomlc scores.

dearly 4% percent of the respondents were In the low
goclo~goononic status and 85 percent of each wers found to he
ropregsanted in tho medlus and high zoclo-sconomnic status.

The sehaduled cezte prespoadsnts were predoninetly in the
low soclope-sconomic with almost 80 parcent {ollowed by 53 percent

of the bhaglward cagte respondents.

Yhile in the medium and high soclo-esononic stabus 35
and 60 percent of the high ceste nembeps were found to ba
legding over the backward csste respondents who were about
32 and 15 percent in segh of thoe two sbove mentloned spalow
soonomic sabtegories. There were only B percent emongst the
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scheduled caste rogspondents in the high socio-gcononlc status,

The Z welues exhibli that the high ceste group hed signifi-
cantly higher soclo-gconomic score than the beokward snd scheduled
ceste respondente st 0,01 level of probevility. Bivilerly the
baoswerd ceste were found to be significantly higher than the

sehisditled vaste ab 0.01 lewl of probability. Thus esch of &he
three cajt@ groups dirffered significantly from esch other in

ragpect to their soclo-egonomic status.

By end large the findings revesl that the high csste
ragpondents were siznificently higher than both the bdaohward and
scheduled caste respondents on six cut of the gseven soclo-
personel verisbles namely; socioe-sconomic status, land holding 4
cecupnblion soclsl partieipetlon, education and femily type vhere
mejority of them were from jolnt fawmily bheokground. |

The buckward respondents were significently higher than
the scheduled gaste with respect to soclo-sconomic, ccoupation
land holding and reletively older in age. Howewar, they wers
more or less the same with respact to famlly type; vhich wes
prodominuntly noclesr in neture, sducsiion and social participse
tion. The soheduled csate respondents were comparabtively younger

in age than both the higher end backwerd caste raspondents.,

1+{b)

The variebles like cosmopoliteness, mess medln use,

extension agent contact and participabion In extenslon amctivitles
were cenaidered s components for determining the extent of
affecet that these vsrisble had on the respondents knowledge of



97

35 0BG TEL°G £68*5 eade.
»E£56°6 «4ECE°L #2009y A gg°c gL5°9 0E0*p ugey
T8/ I8*Io/oT  08*ui/BE  QC°SB/8% (esoqe-0yudTH
EL"9e/5T SL*PL/50 CuST/o EE°685/FF  (8-g)UrIPap
0L°9R/Tc  PEeR/ue Us*oL/e $9*88/88 {8=0)noy
SB[} BLDon Goem (T
8ET°T 0T%°s 251 °% 098°S b
»048°% #8430 (aM)TEReT SO % SIR°G sty 8¢ we sy
- - GO0T/% 99°e/%  (SI-EI)YU2IH
0¥ o/a *0u/BT  0S°LufTT  EE°TG/6€  (Bl-L)wnipe
38 ¥o/se L3°CL/PG 0STUS/Se COURL/YIR (5=T)no7
—— TS (u
| g f*beag 5 /belg 3 /bsag /rhedy
B m‘mm 98 2 CH D8 = DH mwmwww ) MMMMMW mmmwmw nmmwmmmmmm mwnwﬂhww
6 i L2 peinpsusg  prsmiova 2oufty 8301

R *sjuspucdsad sa388) PaTNPIYIS pus
BIsandeg ‘xotltp fUB30F o4l I0J BCIQSTSRA UOTSUSAXY ¥ UDTY8RD
JO sanIeA ; oUl pUT UOTIBTAST DIBPUBYS uUBsk ‘sfejusodag SLowenbely

oS 30
&°T afg=g



o3

the current development programmes being dmplomenisd by the
BlooK.

Tebla 1.7§ reports the frequency, parcenbege, mean,
stendard devistion and 2 walues on which the respondents of the
shiree peste groups weape differentlsted. The findlnge of ths

four voerdenilos mentioned gbove howe been reporbted snd disousssd

below,s

Table 1.9%(h) reports the distribution of the respondents

un the basis of their cossopolliensss scored.

The date rovesl thab nearly 76 percent of the respondenta
had & low lev:l of cosmopolitenass end only B1 pereent hed &

mediun lLavel.

The disteibition of the respondents obteining low scoras
in ench esske ceptopory shows that $he renge incressed from aboub
63 percent mmong the high ceste to nesrly 08 parosnt in tha
soheduled sesbe group. In the cese of the medium lewel of CoSMO-
politeness, there were £8 end 76 parcent from the high end
bagiwerd seste respondents with a mepgre 5 persent Irom the

goheduled ceste.

10 percent of the higher ceste and none from the other
cnste wape found to heve a high lewel of cosmopoliteness.

e 7 valunes payssl that the high and bacioward easte
respondents had significantly higher level of tosmopollibeness



)
L)

than those of the seheduled cestes, “horess the respondsnts of
thess two ostegories did not differ signiflicently botwesn thome
gelvas in this respeat.

Table 1,2(1) reports the distribution of the respondants
on the besis of thely use of nass medla sources.
It was found that 37 percent of the prespondents werse low
Were
in thelr use of mesy medle sources while therg/70 end 3% percent
of the respondents who were medium to hiph in thelr use of mess

media sOuUrcBs.

The higher capts members hed nesrly 73 pereent who weye
nigh vsers of messz nedia, Miils Shers were only °2 and 4 perosnt
pmongdt the bechward ad schedaled cpgie vwho haed high level of

mass madia usc.

The Z welues revegl that the higher caste regpondents
ware significently high veecrg of mess medis sourceg than the
heokward end schoduled ceste regpondents ab 0,01 level of
probebllity. Yurther the backward caste respundents were found
to be sigoificantly higher users of ness media sources then

the scheduled ceste respondents nt 0,08 level of probedbility.

alon hgend

Table 1.8(J) reports distribution of the respondents on

the basis of thelr extension sgent contasch scoras,
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The date reveals thot 40 percent of the easpondsnts her
no extension sgent contsct st 21l, while 47 percent had lovw
extension contect, snd only 4 percent of ecsch who hed mediug bo

high lavel of contact.

Amongst the high caste respondents 35 perssnt hed no
contects, sbout 40 pereiat had low aonteobs, and only 18 psreoasnt

hed high exbonglon aontect.

The bzokwerd caste ware fouad to have nearly 43 percent
of respondents in eaoh of ths poor snd low coutact cabegory

pad B meagre 4 persent in the cetegory of mediuvm contaot.

Aless S5 pereont of the schedulsd caste hod no eontash
Ziad Phe reswelualag 3% perceadt weprs iound o have o low extension

wgant counboeb.

The 7 wvaluss showed thet the hizh csste membars hed
sigalficahtly greater sutengion sgent conbtaet than the dacward
and scheduled ceste respondents ab D.08 end 0.01 lewel of
proveblililty respectively, While the becavwsrd caste warce found

to heve greater extenslon contuct then the scheduled esste ab

0,08 level of srobebiliby.

Tenle 1.7 (k) reports distributioa of respondents on the
hasis of their extent of perticipsbion in extension setivities,

The doba peveal that 74 perecent of Che Lolel respondents
hed not participated ln any kind of @mﬁ@mﬂ&un in the last one



year. Waolle 14 perceant were iound to have lovw perticipetion

saors wd sbout € percend had medium perticipation scopr:s.

There wers nearly 59 percent of the scheduled, 78 parcent
of the hish ceste snd 64 percont of the bacitward caste respon~

dents vho hed not beven part in extension esotivibles.

About 23 pereent of the baehward and 1l percent of the
gohedule ceste respondants hed low partlicipation zoores.

In the mediun catagory 18 parcent of the high saste snd
1% percent of the bachward csste respondsnis heaed perticlpated
in some of the sxtenslon activities,

T™a high cpstz pregpondesnts had slgniflicantly e higher
meen scor? than bhe sehediled cwsty abt 0.08 lewsl of probability,
whille the buckwerd ceste bod sipgnificonbly ki her porticlpas
ticn scora then the sghedulsd caste respondsats at 0,01 lewela
ol probebility. Thus bobu the bagkwerd snd higher cazte
regpondents differed significently from the seheduled ceste
on the besls of their lewel of puriticipebtion ln extension
activities,

The shove resulbts highlight the fect thet the higher
2aste respondents were cigaiflicontly grester ussrs of the mass
madia sources snd hed greater extension agent contact than
the backward snd scheduled cpate respondents,

Wheress the beakward caste respondents hed significantly
higher cosmopolitensss, mess mediz use, extenslon agent gonteok
gnd participation in exbtension sctivities than compered Lo

the schedulad oaste raspondents.
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Interpersonal source of communication ars the most
preferad for scoulsing and deliberating upon the scouired
information. The three variablesa, proportion of network membsrs
who serve g8 primary source of information, tha extent of
exposure to these souraces sand the knowledze thst the respondent
ned about the current development prozramm2s weyre considered

as eonponantyg for this veriasble.

Teble 1.3, reports the frequengy, percenteges, mesn
stendard devistion and the Z walues. Jompubed to test the
significuncs of difference between the thres casies groups on

the phove menbtionsd wvarianbles.

proportion of {etwork mombers sg gelzaey soperesg of dnforastfon

Table 1.3(L) presents the distribubtion of respondents in
the four csizvoring socording to the propordion of primeyy sourees

of iafornution in “helr vergonsl notrori,

The dsbe renoried in the tzble roveel thet 42 percent of
the respondents had less than holf thelr natwork neabers ob
primery sources of informition, while 30 percent hed more than
half their network members o primury soures of information.
About 21 percent vere found to have ovar seventy fiws pergent

of network nexbers a8 their primery sourae of informetion.

Among the high ¢sste respondents 50 percent of them had
less then Beld their nebwork mewbers vho seryed ss the primary
gourcs of informetion and almwost 42 percant ware found %0 have
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morg thon helf thelr porsonzl netwark sonbers pe couras of

*r

infornobion.

The bookwerd cashc respondents howswver, hud erual
pronortion of thalr netvork members as thoely primeary sourpe of
inforaction in the leas than hell and mors then helfl ontegory
gaoh: L whiech hed 36 and 34 percont, and cboad 30 percent whw
hed above saventy fiwve puroont of thelr network membars who

ways the primsry source for informarion.

The schaduled gsste rospondents howavey were found to
have about 40 persent who hsd mors then hel? ths aetvork members
£5 thelr primesry soupeas of information followsd by 40 percent
whno had less thon haoli “he nabwors semodrs ag thaelyr aoayees of

inforngbions

The = welung revasl guite clearly thet the three ceste

zeoups were not sismmificently ¢ifforon® fron csoh obther ln this

ragnngha

Table 1.3(M) reports distribvation of respondents across
the four cabtegorics on ths basic of the axteni exposure they

hed with their priscry sourcas of infermabion.

The debs shows thabd mojority of the rospondents hod
veayprent intersotion opporfuniby with their primesry source of
information which vanged fron 46 percent who mot once to often

in the week to 41 percent who interscted often in the weck %o
ﬂ&iw »
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& slimllar trend in the extent of exposure to thsir
gouree ol Ialorantion was observed amongst the respondents in
euch of the three camsta groups s8 the dats in the Teble
avidently revenl.

The % wveluss clesrly show thet there wes no significant

difierence opetween the meens of ths thres gsste groups.

information Acoulsition Zoore

Table 1.3{n) reports distrib:ition of resrondents across
the four cebegories besad on thalr lewsl of ‘mowledsgs shout the

dgvelopient Progreaants.

"™e date siserly indlcabe thed sboul 30 rercent of the
resnondents hed ne detwllod anowledge aboul the I.8.0.F. programme
whilz 31 percont hud huowliedge of oerbsin zzpecta oily. Howe var
73 poresab of th: rospondaats were wwerps of the jac2esary

detalls sbout the prosrame.

dearly Sl oopcont oo the schoedaled easin end 40 percent
of peotdard caste paspondents were werely aware of the prograne
a8 'loon schome' snd bad no detslled xaowledge sbout the
programoe  cdespite the fact thet some of them had been ldentie

fiod ags beneficisries of the IRDD prosramms.

Thepe were 38 percent in the higher caste, 30 percent
in the brekwerd esste nd about 74 percent in the schedulad

caste who knew regurdiag some aspects of the progremme.



4.3
w3

In respsct to possessing the debeiled knowledge sbout
the programme and its wvarlous procedurss, 4t wag fopund that
33 parcent of the higher caste, 22 percent of the scheduled
caste and about 16 percent of the backward saste regpondents
hed the pdvantege over the remeining wembers in the village

who knew little or nothing about the programus.

The Z wvalues revepl that thers wes no significant

diffareice votwsen the bachward snd sgheduled casts respondenie.

But the high caste pespondents dlffer significemntly
from the becward snd scheduled caste respondants in respect
to thelr knowledge sbout the I.Ji.0.P. progreooe snd its

Drocadures.

%, EXISTONT COMAUSICATION MNITWORK

#8 far as the pattern of comzunicestion network existeast
in the village was goncernad, the soeiel pnetwork indlces of
sctivinass, diversity wnd density were used in aseerteining
the dlstinchtive festurss of the natvoprk in ssch of the mejor
caste groups snd the villsge in gener:l.

The selection of these indices werse made on the bhasis
of thair relative potentisl in conbtributing to the “informationel
strength® of » natwork i.e., the exteant of informstlon innput
thet they could possibly cirect into the network, rathsr than
their role in influenciag individual behsviour. The nine
veriebles usad for messuring the indices heve glreedy been

described in the preceeding chapter on resssrch methodology.
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In opdey to hlhllght the notwork chureeteristiec of amoh
of tho ceste groups sad the villine as a whole, the reaspondents
ware cetegorlized lato tobtal, ulsh, breekward and schaduled caste,
The frecuency snd psrcentage dlstribation of the respondents
slonswith the wean end standerd devistion velues for sach of
the nines nebtwort wverisbles ere reaported in Table 7.1 {(a«il. The
7 owulues were also computed to best the significent differsnce
batween the neens of the thres caste group for sasen of the networs

varlisbles and given in the =zane teble g well.

N — e
RSO A fhﬁ;{
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Tha total nunber of persons who ande up the rescondents
vargoncl aztvort constltabes his natwork size, The distribution
oi the resvondents ceross thz four cesbezories besed on their
network size are reported in Taule Z.1{a). Thas uabtworks have
beon cabegeorizad Into three proups of fansll’® 'sediumt snd 'lapge’
baged on thelr range of sizes. jecordingly the ‘amell! group
ineladed networts mede wp of 7 to <4 members, the 'pediom® hed
networks ranging from 5 to 7 menbers and the ‘large group natworis

made up of elight or more we"LEIrs.

The data reported in ths table indicatzs that naerly 63
percent of th: respondeats hud 'smell® networks followsd by about

4% percent who had "wediua' sized networks, while only mbout
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gix percent ware found to heve 'lerge’ nobwork siza.

Hajority of the scheduled snd baciwward cuaste were found
to nave 'smell' porsonal networks, while thers were only 49

percent of the high casgte respondents who hed 'saull' networks.

But on the condrary there ware more of hisgh caste respone
dants who haed networks which were of "medium' size. The becke
ward and scheduled gcuste heving 246 and 21 psrcent respondents,
ware relatively lessz in this cabtegory. sgein the hizh csste
with ebougt 17 parcsat respondents were found to have 'large!

R Hwork slze,.

Therafore the hizgh ceste respondants wers found to heve
sigaificently greater network size (P < 0.01) than those of the
bacaward wnd gchedaled cnste respondents, who on tha other hand
ware found ¢ have no significent difference between the means

of their network size.

The frequency of interactional opportunitiszs thet an
individugl has with others in his personal nziwork 1is = messure
of the extent of accessibility and exposure that they heve
with one anothar, TFor the purposs of snelysis the freguency
of oontact wes categorised into four types »'daily’ 'Irequeatly’
tless fysguently! end ‘'sometimes's. The intersction had four
levels of intensity 'onee deily', 'sevsral tlzes a week', few
times in a'forbnight'and t‘onece in a while', each of which

sorrespond to the four types of contast mentioned above,



=42

The distribution of the respoadents across the four
cetegories bmsed on thelr frequency of contact with their network
mambers were reported in fable 2.1 (b). The results highlight
that nearly 53 porcent of the reapondents wore found to have
"Traquent?! contacts with thelr networik memuers, while there
wera neerly 88 pereent vho hed 'less fregaest' sand sbout 138
persent had ‘dally' coatects with their menbers. The cestewise
Glstribution of respondents slong the frequency of thelr conbect
wpuke some Interesting reveslebion. Host of the schedulzé caste
respondents woers fcound to hawve *{reguent’ contaoct {(ineluding
doily contact), wheress only sbout 63 percent of the backward
and 50 percent of the higher caste respondents had this lewel
of contoct. Obviounly the mesting of network nembors waries
inyersely with the csste heirsrchy. The zeean conbtacd soors
reported in the teble slso subsbtantistes this finding but the
% valuss indicate thedt the highor cesmte respondents had signifle
csntly lower level of contuct then those of the backvard and
scheduled caste, whersas the latter two caste groups failed
to differ significantly from each other., Iis qulite possivle
thet since nearly 30 perseat of the hlpgh owetz respondents
peing euployed in governmeat services were not oble to find free
time, s8 much as the others, to interact with thelr members.
Another repson could be thal some of thelr network members were

from outside the village

Th% four types of aaaial‘axehange which the willage
members normally engsged in thelr intarsotion with sach othsy
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were ldeatified as socizl, personal, ocsupptionel snd opinion.
The level of inwvolvement hes been mepsured in terms of the
overall network where the swersge types of sociasl exehange ism
congldered es the axtent of involvement that respondents had
with thelr netvork othars. It hes besn groaped into ‘low?,
avorag2 'y, Yspove aversze' snd ‘high' and in esch of thase

group the number of types of socisl exchangs thaet the respondents
hed on an average raaged from one to four, corregponding bo

a2ach group of the level of lavwolvemant respectively.

The distribution of respondents in the four cemtegorlen
baged on theiy lewvel of involvement wes reported in Tebls Mli{e).
The debe ¢lesrly zhows that in genersl the level of involwement
snongst bthe meabers in the villege rangez from 44 percent in
the fabove average? to 33 percent of the respondents in the
tgverage ! cetegory, thare were only 15 percent who were found

to heve 'hizht lewvel of invelwemenbt,

dearly 57 percent of the hizh caste respondentsg were
found to have 'above sverage' lewel of involvement with memvers
in their nersonal networiks. while the beekwerd and scheduled
caste respondents with sboal 48 persent Irom each casta group,

ware sinilar in thelr level of involvement.

In the csbegory of 'sverage' lewvel of involvenment the
trend changed, where sbout 35 perceant of respondents from esah
of tha baekward anu scheduled caste groups were fouad to be
more than the high casts respondents vwho had swoub 27 percent

in this categorys
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And though 1t ap.eared that the high caste respondents
had grester level of Involvement becouge of the pdvantage of
thelr soclo-moonomic status vhieh compriges of both ﬁdwlﬁﬂﬂh&l
end wvertical linkages, the Z velues computed for the thres ossbe
groups in varying combinations showed ua the contrery thut
thera was no significant differsnce betwesn them in respact bo
their levwel of involvoment, Thusr the respondenis across the
threa cpste groups, in general hed ‘'sbove awrsge' to 'awersge’

level of involvemend in thelr personel nebworis

WETWERE DIVERSITY

The deta presented in Table 2.1 (de-) relates to the
indices of diversity in & notwork determined with respect o the
agburs of effilistionsl Llu:s thet the respondent has with
esch of his network meabers, thelr occupstion, education end
enste status. Higher the veriance move dlverze the menbers

are on thet pertlculsr aspect.

RILLTIO L LIVERSITY

The dlstribution of respondents in the Tour categoriess
on the basls of éivwrsity in terms of the different typas
of relationsl ties nemely; relstion, friends, neighbours and
oacupetionsl which linked them with thelr network meuwbers are
reported in Teble 2.1 (d).«

e extent of diverslty has been aat@ggri&ed into thrae
levels; 'low! in which only one type of relstlonal lionkege
moﬁma& to all the membars in s respondsnts network is included.



"average ' consisbs of any tro typos of relabicnel 1link snd
‘High' ccorprises of three op sll four typss of relaticnsl 1links
that the focel respondent mainbsias with sech of the mespepys in

his personsl network.

The debe cleerly shows that 57 percent of the respondsatba
networks had ‘average' relstionsl diversity, followad by 2
percent respondsnts who hed "high' relationsl diversity. Therae
were only sbout 13 percent raspoudents who were foand to have

& *low'! anc homogsacus relational diversity.

In the ‘average' gategoryjy 65 percent of *ha high ounste
regsponcents were more than the scheduled snd boehkward csste who
had about 50 and 50 percent respondents huving networks wvhich

hed faverege' relatliong) diversity.

In the ‘'high' diwversity cetegory the sehod led snd high
caste respondents wer: found to be more or less ot psr with
szch other follow:d by 97 narcent respondents who had networks
eonorlising of *high® relstionsl diwversildy. The bachward custe
regpondents were {ound to heve pore honcgenous nelworks in
ragpect to the neture of relational links then that of the high

anid scheduled cests respondents.

The 2 velusgs rewaled thet thure was no signiflcant
difference betwsen the mesns of the thres crmets groups of respons
fdents a8 far a8 thelr relpbtionsl divaraily in thelr networks
wes conoernads, Indiosbting thereby thet they had more or less

gimilar ‘average' relstionsl diversity.
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CLRJdPRTIONAL LIV ROITY

The cistribution of respondents in the Four categoriss
bused on the extent of diversity that exlsted with respect to
the occupation status of the members in thoir norsonsl network

is reported in Tebls 7.1(e).

The diwerslty wes compubed by determining the wverlance,
the wvaluez of which wers gatogorized into ‘low?! ‘mediom’ znd

‘high' pogording to the renze of these waluss.

The reselis indie.ts thabt about 84 percent of ths raspon-
dents were found to have asbtworke which hed very ‘low! diversity
in terms of the oocupotion of 1ts sombers, Whila there wvers
aboult 20 and 16 perceal respondents who hed astworias with
‘madiun' snd ‘high? cceupeticn diversity respectively mmongat

whe penbares in thelr nebtwork.

The dats from the bteble revesl that 63 perecent of the
high caste snd nearly 5L pergant of the beexkward easie respone
dents had netvorks with "low' diverslity ln terms ol the ocoups-
tional status of thelr sembers. Tho schedualed easte had
relutively fever respondents with *low ' diversity walues in
their network, This impliez that the high mnd beakwerd caste
regpondents hed networks comprising of nembers who wars more or

Tras neving sisiinr occoupationsl status,

But, in s far as the nabworks heving ‘high? diversity
. wars oconcerned, thore wers more of scheduled casts reapmnﬁanﬁa

who exhibibed gramter veristion in the occupation stetus of



i1g

025°0 EEF*C 8L °0 PET*0 plead -
({BRIBES T  [gI:ETU T {8R)E81 T SBeg ok Al oS o +EF 0 e b
‘ (@a0qe-05=1)
IS 8T/5 TL*%/0 - £ere/a a8
(0S*T=0G*0)
PE LT FIOE/ LS CSTOEALT £E*gEfos mIpen
(0S°0=0"C)
SOEH/ET GLACO/Y 0D/ gE*as/oe Aol
&1 % # e .
+4900°C  »2086°% (SN) 2890°C . syt o8t ass’t as
gs°a 84T t4°T 65T wesy
{Q*9~TO %)
£ Le/eT Q4ET/0T [Jeldegon o0 ot 8Ty
(O *T=~TO"*S)
£Prue/ul OB L5/CE 00°0ESGT 2880/ BONTPsH
eI geleT Q8°LS/CrF  00°88/9% L5°%5 /58 {Q*5=0 Yoy
NS % /beds Dexy ¢ /eDodg ,\ m
‘ IEET Y =1y (Cv=1) ;mw
S m —g 28 2 0B o8 § DH 23885 83880 SLEED Mmmmmmmmww FIqeII8a
Z @7 ‘ Z peInpayss DIBANDEY IS8T 18300

*P3ue) 178 9I4%4



b
f
i

thelr network members, than which wers found in the gase of

backward snd hish camte respondents.

In eaze of the 'medius’' cebegory of diversity, all the

thrae caste groups sppearsd to be almost at par with esch othar.

dencee thore was sigoalficent difference (p < 0.01) |
between the schedailed ocmsts groups and that of the othapr btwo
custe groups, batween vwhoi thore wes no significant differance
in respect Lo the occupstbional diversity muong their natwork
maﬁbﬁr$~

i review of the occupatlonel distribuilion of the members
in the personsgl nstworks of ths schedoled ceste pespondents
reveeled that oceupations like goverament sarviece, leralng,
indeqendent profession and aenuel labourers in verying Qﬂmhiﬁ&m
tions existed. The primsry reason Tor this heterogenity in
oceupational beckground of the members lg the aconomic necesaity
which links them to other caste members who have relstlvely
higher soclo-econcmic and occupation status. Horeover since
majority of the lower ceste sre lundlesa they try to enguge
in nanfarm employment opportunities end those which drave them

away {rom thelr prasoribed caste occupation.

ADOUATIONAL LIVSAGITY :
The distribution of the respondents scross the four
gategories besed on tha exbent of aducational diversity amongst

thelr network members is reported in Teble 2.1 (£).
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The diveraslty was computed by uwoens of the wvarisnes vwalusa
o. vhich were categerdsed ifato ‘low', ‘medium’ snd 'high' socording

to thelr reng.

The data reweal that nemrly 50 perceat of the responden’s
networi exhiblisd *lov® adicatliongl diversity smong the membars
while there were 35 percent respondents who hed networks with
'medin' diversity snd s mespre five percent of respondenis had

thigh' educationsl diversity ezocagst their netvork meahors.

he 7 waluos ghow thet thore wes no significant difference
between wny of the thres caste group of respoadents in posp2ot Lo
thelr educebtlonel diversity smongst anetvork membvers. BSuch an
oubeone 18 obvlous slnee the lewel of formael educstlon of the

mambars in the villsgze on the whole was lov.

SASTS DIVERSITY

The distributdon of respondents in the four cstagorlies
pagad on the diversily or cazte composition of the meabers in
thair a2tvork and the extent to which it waried from that of the

forel respondents ceste group, i3 reported in Table Z.1{gls

rccordingly the messurs of cssbz diversity hes been
categorised into three groups, 'no diversity' dm-lies thut the
respondent snd the members in his personel neiwerk belong
te the same ceste, The 'mediun’ categery includes g member(s)
of another &mmt& other then that of *he respondent, Whereas
ths ™high' category inclades members who belong to the two
other caste groups then that of the respondent. |
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The date in the table shows thab almost an sgaal representation
of nrarly 43 persent respondz2ats were found in each of the
gategories of 'no diversiby! and ‘asdiunt® while sbovt 14 percent
of the respondentshiad nobtworis with ‘high' caste diversity
amongst thelr menbers.

The results wrawvenl that majorlty of the baskwerd cmste
groap with hesrly 56 percent of prespondents had networks which
ware homogeneus in terms of the caste gtilus enongsd the mambors.
Thirty five percent of the hish ceszte and about 27 percent of
the schedulsd ouste respondents plso hzd networiks comprising
of neubzra of thelr own cesbte. Thus thers wes no diversiby in
berns of the casgbe stetus hetwwen the respondintz and thelr

natwerk membars,

But in the cabtegory of 'mediuz' diversity, thera were
more of scheduled and high ceste respondents then that of the
heosward caste vho hed nearly 37 percent respondenta having
networks which comprised of persong of other cmsts than that
of the respondents. Similarly in the ‘high’ dlwvsrsity category
the schaeduled and hish caste respoadents wers iound Lo have
nearly 70 percent of squsl represeatetion while the baciward
casbe groups nad fer less respondents with axtworks having

hizh verietions in the casts stetus of thelr mezbers.

The ¥ values eleerly indicate that the schaduled end
high csste pespondants had slgnificantly greater misn differsnce
{p < 0,01) than that of the becuwerd ceste respondents. However
the twe former opste groups did not heve any significent
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difference in respect to the ceste diversity of the members in
their networks. Hencs 1t iaplies thab the bavsward csste persons
tend to be wmore homogenous as far as thelr csete ststus 19
concerned. On the other hend the scheduled and higher cesie
parsons gensrslly heve n more heterophilous natwork consisting

of members of othor goates epert {from thet of their own caste,

The resson f&r such network charagteristic features is
probably becazuse of the economic fagtors for which the lower
asste mombars have to depend on the high asste, while the resipw
rocal depsadence of the high cmste on the lower custe for

services relating to wanurl and sgrieuliursl labounr.

DENSITY OF NETWORK

The distribution of the respondents in the four cstegoriss
sased on the density of thair persongl network is peported in
Taple 2.1(h). Density is & megsure of the exten? to which the
network members ere interconnected throuzh commanieation links
witi: each other. The wveluss of density so computed were
categorized into three groups, the "low! density comprised of
networks which Bed less then Fifty percent of 1ts members who
were linked to esch other, Similsrly the 'medium’ and ‘high'
density group comprised of networks which had betwesn 80 to 78
percent of member's linksd snd the other vhich had shove 75
percent members interconiected to sach other respectively.

¥ifty percent of the respondents according to the date
in the table were found to heve neiworks with 'high' density
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smong its members; followed by 37 perecsnt who hed 'medium?

density snd only sbout 18 percent respondents had 'low! density

networks.

Consldering the distribution according to the esste
groups, it was found thut, more of the besckward wnd s¢heduled
ceste psroup respondents had networks with 'high' density
among their members followed by sboubt 42 percent of high caste

respondents who alse hed wery 'dense ' nebworks,

Wherees Lo the osisgory of ‘medius’ density in the
networks, the scheduled and high csste had more or lesa similar
representetion of sboub 47 and 37 parceat respondents respectivein
The buevward custe respondsnts were relebtively less with

sluost 24 pereent of them heving *mediuna® density of neptworks.

There 18 spperently no significant difference betwesn
the three pazute groups of respondints with respect to their
network density. This implies thet in genersl, the members in
the prreonal nebworks of the three caste groups are highly
intsreonnegted in terms of comnunlestlion linkage with oo
another, The plausible resson for such an outcome i that
mejority of the network members belonged to the same or neigh-
bouring villege, hence thers was graster intersctional

opportunitiss bebwean the nenbers.

DEGRER OF RILATIONSHIP
The distribution of the respondents seross the four

categories baged on the degres ol reletionship that exlats
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hetwaen the network membors on gn averasge with esch other is
reported in Table 2.1 (1), Degres of relsbionship iz the measuye
of the meon number of reciprooal interrelationships that eagh

network membar had with the other megpbers in the netbtvork.

The corputed wveluss of this wvarisble wers cabtegorisad into
three groups, ‘low' hedium' and 'high's The first of those
luplies that lesser number of relationships sxists, with a mesn
of two per person. UWhile in the "medium! gn aversge relationahiv
of two to four per member was considersd snd in the "high'® group
the mesn relebtionship renglng froa four to six per menber was
included.

The dets from the ftahle pevesl that nesrly 59 percent of
the tobtel recspondents hod networke with low' degres of reletione
ships amongst th: membars. Thers were aboab 33 percent raspofe
dents with networks which hed ‘modiuz’ degree of relstionships

pabwean thelyr nebwork members.

Majorlty of the baczwerd caste responcenis were [ound bo
have notworks which had ‘Yiow! degree of relationship bebvsen ita
members, followsd by nesrly 89 percent of scheduled caste
resyondenty who had such nebworlk features. The high caste
regpondents were found to be the lesst in this category with

only sabout 32 percent belng repregented.

But the ordar was however roversed in the ‘medium?
gategory where nearly 62 percent of high caste respondents had
networks ceomprising of members having o mesn of &wo to four

interrelatlonships with other network members. Next in order
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were the scheduled csste rogspondenss with nesrly 37 psresnt
heing represented in this catepory. The baskvard csste group
were relatlyely lov with sboubt 76 pesrceant respondents who wers
found to hewve networks with ‘*medium' degres of relationship

gmongst its members.

Ths 2 walues c¢lesrly show theb the high zaste ﬁa&p&mﬂ&nﬁ&
hed signiflesntly graster axan ﬁiffﬁﬁ@mcas than that of ﬁn@
scheduled caste group (p ¢ 0.08) mnd daexvaerd esstes resspondsite
ip < D.01) respsctively. Woersss thers wﬁ@ no gignificant
differencs petwesn the two lowar csste group of reapondents in
regunct to thelir degres of pelabionship amongst thely nebwork

iteltezcl of - 7

This briage oub the fact thet the mesbars In the nsiwvorks
of high ceste rogpondents meinteined relsilwly grester degrae
of interrelstionshly amongst thomsslves then those of the
seheduled snd baolwerd ceste respondents vho evidently exhibibed
lessay degrer of inteprelationsghip emongst thelr network members

nrobebly becsuss of smeller network size,

Ba

In order to {ind oubt the relationship between the network
and indlividusl verlebles with the lewvel of inwvolvement a zero
order sorrelation wes computed. The dats were anslysed in bwo
seporate sets seross the four cetegories into which the respon-

dents have been grouped. The sets comprise of the Iollowings
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al the eight nstwork warisbles exclusively
B the fourteen individucl verisbles aasd the results of
epch sre presented Tacle 3.1{a) end 3.1{b)} rsupectivaly.

The correlation cosfliiolentes of the elght network

vardeblss with the level of inwvolvement for the four categories

of respondents ara yeported in Teble 3.1 {a). 45 evident from

the dats reported in the table six socisl network varisbles were

found %o bs significantly correlsted with the lewel of Involvwement,

Table: 3.1(a}. Zero order corvelatlion coafficlents of Hatwork
variebles with the lewl of Involvemant of the
Totel, Higher, Backward and Scheduled casis
ragpondents

Total Highey Backward ~ Soheniled
n=l180) {n=40} inw7al {(n=37)

1e Hetwork O 4084 %% D.3833% D G483 0% D.8p0nee
gige

Hatwork

2, 2
IR}

e Sole Sl ok,

#s Frecusnoy w0 JBO8T % (e DBEB N 8s) =0, IDER D, DOBE(N.8. )
of contact

3. Relablonel Q.RD85%% 0!9’?’%@(3;@} e 4007 #4 thlgiﬁtm&)
Tiwveralty

&e Oocupas .
tional 0. 075418 ) 0a3707% w0s 1134 (08 0u 1718{n.8 )
Diversity

8 Hducablional
" Diversity 0.18886.8.) 0.1083(ass) 0.2614%  0,0175(n.s.)

B« Caste PR UCE Sl De3dE1L % Do B4 ww 0:2834(n.8.)

] rel ‘
Ts %Xgityty w3100 w0 1388 (Ne8 ) =D BLOG® = w0 078N 8}

L Si nificsnt st 8% lsvel of probabllity
* @i%n&fi&mnt at 1% level of probebllity
n.8« Hobt significant. | |
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0f thess, degree of relstionship .eswvork size, ceste and
relationnl diversity hed g pozitiwe sssocliedion at 0.0 lewl of
probabllity wherens density ond frequency of contsct haé a
negetive assoclstion at 0.0 end 0,05 level of probability respesctis
vely. Oecupation sud educstionel diversity showed no significent
ralationship with the dependsnt warleble in the case of total
raspondenta,

In the high onste category. four netwark varisblesj namely
networik size, degrae, cmabts snd occupation diversity were found
to have positive sod significant correlstlon with the level of
iovolvenent st 0,08 lewel of probabllity.

Gimilerly d4n the backwerd csste oobegory, seven verisbles |
were {ound to heve significant corrslation with the lowel of i
Involvenent. These were degree, network size, onate and rﬁluﬁinnmlg
diversity which hed positive sssocistlon st 3,01 lewvel of !
propgbility while density and frequency of contest had negetive
sgsocistion at 0.01 snd 2.08 leval of probabilidy. Occupmtlonal
diversity ¢ld not show any significent apsoceistion with the

level of inwolwement smongst the bockwerd caste responddenta.

For the scheduled ceste cetegory, only degres and nedwork
aize weps found to have g positive snd significsnt correletion
with the dependent veriasble 2t 0.01 lewel of probebility. “hils
the other six verlables did not heve any significent asscolation
with the lavel of invelvement.

The results therefors highlight thet goross the four

categories of respondents, thrae network verisbles conglistently
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feastured in their sasoclatlon with the lowel of involvement.
Thoge verisbles were dagroe, nefvork size snd peete diversity.
The tentutlve assumption which cea be drawn iz thet degree 5f
relutionship between individuels in = natvwork, is sn essentisl
fezetor which deteraines the wverious types of social exchange
thet individuals mey poedlbly engeze wilh ocsch other. “hile a
lergeyr networik of individuzls would subszaguently enhgnce bhe
possibilities of more soclel relationships beilng formed among
the aeabers.

Further 1f the iaere:se in astvork size is effacted by
caste diversity 1t dipectly iaflosnces the reisbionsl diversity,
type of soolael exchunge anu inevitebly the informubionsl
strength of the netvwork becauss of heteropenity with pagpect to

carbaln socisl chorecterintics smongst thoe mombers.

In gase of the higher caste respondents, corrslation
between the ceste dlwersity and gocupsblonnl diwversity(r=Q.4004;
P < D.01) signify the interdependence thet sxists betwesn the
higher and schednled caste members for serwicss rendsred in
agriculturel snd labour relsted ectivitiss. In normel eircunse
toances » higher oaste peraon will not heve a lower caste in
nis personsl netwerk hence the assoclation batwesn these two
groups Lls probebly owing to economic dependence and rarely
paaause of personel reletionship. Porhaps thet 18 why in the
gchsduled gaste group the caste end relabtionsl diversity did
not feakure significantly. The possible reason being that for
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Porsonal metters the scheduled cast~ had to depend on thelr own
caste for suppirt. Morsover, thers exists s stron- sssocliation
between the network size and degres (r=0.06747 p < 0.01) in the
case of scheduled ceste respondents, thus 1t i the degree of
relatiamahipﬁmggggggtin the network of this gaste group that
determines to s great extent the type and nabure of intersction

and subsequently the level of inwlvement.

3(8) wmﬁpmﬁgﬁw,ﬂgzgaﬁmeﬁggg,mmaJﬁwﬁgkﬁg SOV LYRman b
Table 3.1(h) reports the findings of the sorrelation of
individusl warisbles with the lewel of involveueni.

Table 3.1(b). Zerc ordsy correlation coefflicient of the pelected
ndividusl werishles with lewl of inwlvement of

the total, higher, bacivwerd end scheduled custe
raspondenty
Total Higher Baokward Seheduied
{rn=189) {n=40) {n=73) {n=97)
Ap® =, D074 Qe D036 w{), G e i)y 43 1H WS
{n.g.)
Landholding 0. 0781 0. D484 w0 ORB Da 70D v
{ﬂtﬂu) (naﬁt} {ﬂnﬁw;
Foanlly type 0e 04586 o (s 643 % 0,26537% w3e D178
B, ) (N5
Cosmopolitawss 0,8045%% 01815 D 3003w 0,013%
{ﬂaﬁ:) {nﬂﬁu}
Participstion 0.083 w0y 0504 0. D842 0e3014%
in Uxtension (n.s.) (fieBs)
Proportion of =0.0044%  «0,1731 w{}y DHBI0* wo4D3R %%
Hetwork member (rye8s)
pe source of
infoemation
Extent of wl)y DEDH#® Gulﬁﬁg w{), APRB** &0, ATE6%
2 DCHE LLE b 2

% Zignificent st 5% level of probability

=% Sign

ificent ab 17 level of probability
nsge Kon Significant
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It wes found thet only four cut of the fourtzen individusl

varicvles were sssoclated significintly with level of invoivement.

Cosmopnliteness was found to heve a positive correlstlon st
001 level of probasbility. wWhile age, proportion of aetvwork
nembers a8 source of information, and the extent of szposure had
& naegative correletion ab 0.08 and 0.01 lewel of probsbility. The
remaining ten werisbles related to scelo-pepsonsl, extension
gogpunigatlion end informstion acoulsition were not found toe be
gignilficently correlsted with level of Involwment.

Fapdly type was thae only verlsbls for the bhigh caste
rospondents which was found to be signiflcantly but negatively
wgsocisted with the level ol involwenment at 0.05 lewl of
probabllity.

smongst the bsckward caste respondsnts, {ive veriables
ware found to nawve significsnt correlation with the depacdent
variahle. OF these femily type end cogmopoliteness had posibive
sasooietion ab 0.08 and 0.0 lewsl of signilicencs.

Whareas age, proportion of inforasbtion sources and the
extent of exposure wes found to be negetively associlated in s |
significant manner st 0,08 and 0.01 lewel of probebillty rﬁﬁﬁ@ﬂtiwj
VElye |

Tn the case of the scheduled ceste regpondents, {ive ’
veriables weye foand to be signifieantly correlated, Ags, propore
tion of informsbion sources and extent of exposure had negatlve
sssoolation st O.1 snd D.08 lewel of probeblility respesciively,
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while lendholding end participestion in extension sctivities shoved
pogltive sssoclation eb 0.01 and 0,05 level of probabllity,

L genarsl obgervetion across the four categories of the
rospondents showed that theprs sre cerisin verisbles which hive
& declsive role on the level of involvement of the respondonts in
the different eanste groups. 4Age and proportion of information
sources exhibit « sizniflcent influence in three groups, with the
exeeption of tha high opste. The fanily type contributed in the
cese of high snd backvard ceste group. Lend holding wes found
to have a distinet role only in cese of the schedulsd caste
category. Thersfore, thess warisbles wers found to have sufficient

relevence to the objective yunder study.

ALthough individually, both age and proportion of information
sourges wera found to have a negebive but signlfilcent correlstion
with the lewel of inwelvement in the omse of the botal, bachwaprd
gnd sghedulad coste regpondente yet betwesn the two varishblies a
glgnificent and positive associstion was found to existy (Total,
=0, 2430%» higher pe0,070%% puckward r=0.0614% and scheduled
r=0,2037(n.5.), therefors it is evident that younger sge and
fewsy number of primary sources of inforuetion in & socisl netvork
enhanrces the pessivility of greeter lewvel of involvement of
provides more scope for individuals to engsge in different types
of social exchange with ons gnother. It also incressms the
ehence for more informetion scquisition, On the conbrary, older
sge snd grester dependence on indivicuals within ones personcl
network for informstion tends to limit the different types of
sooisl exchenge with othere in their soclel setting.
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Considering the effect of feuily type on the lewel of
involveosnt in the case of higher snd beekward ceste it could be |
possible Yo explain the roles of joint and nuclear family structurs
on the leval of involvement. Since 82 percent of the higher
paste respondents wers from Joint fasilies, it was poasible for
them to discuss snd setile personal patters spongst themselvas.
However, a8 they were numericslly more mombers in & joint femily
thare would be zelativwaly more informstion input through different
menbers then compared to & nuclear family. Therefors, there is
ayery pousibiliby that Jolint femily structures do limit the lewel
of involvement, while or the contrzry muclenr family @tﬁuaturag
do not lay any sty atures on the level of involvemen® ss obaepved
by 4tz positive snd significant association in the ceze of backwerd
caste res.ondosabs, who wers sbout 71 percent bheving a nuclesy

fanily background.

Lendholding was found to express a high end positive
egsnclation with the level of involvement in the case of scheduled
cpste resoondents. Bub within this comounity only 20 percent
could be csbegorized ag saeldl farmers vho owned iand batween one
to five seres. Howswer, it wes obseprved thet lendholding hed
s significent correlstion vith occupetion (r=0,474 p < 0.01) end
soslo~acononie status (r=0.335 p < 0.08) vhile both of these
ware highly intercorrelated (r=0,747). But paradozielly neither
of the bwo letter mentioned varisbles had sny sssociation with

the lev:l of involvement individually.

Hence 1lsnd ownership perticularly in the case of sohedulsd
‘gaste members sppears to enhance tho status que of the
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individual providing opportunitics Tor wider level of involwemend
which may extend to other ceste groupr as well rather then being
limited to just thelr own commundty. Morsower, it is the economic
verlables like oecupation; lencholding ete. vhich contribubes
directly in relsing the economie status of ths otherwise socially

disadventoged members in the rurel socliedy.

4

The orientetion of the soclsl network wes ussd to wwamrtaén
the nsture of communication natwork thet existed among the nonbers
of & village. ind therafore in order bto find oub the extent of
influence the network and individusl wardebles had on the level of
involvement, ® peth anslysis was gompubted with the lawvel of
involvenment a8 depondent varisble snd the nebtwork and indlvidusl

varisbles g8 independent,

The enelysis waes conducted for the four osbegoriss of the
and
sohediiled ceste groups respectively. The flndings acrows the four

regpondents separately; btotel respondents, high, backward

categories wvas presented in two gsets 1.9

A Selechod nebwork varlsbles excluslively.
Be Salacted network snd individual warlablez togsther with
the level of inwlvenent as the dopendent wvariable,
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The correlation and path coafiiciants of the six significsnt
network wvariables for the btotel reapondents with their lewel of
ilnvolvement is reported in Table 4 A1)

Table 4 A{i)s Path coeffioients of the network correlates of the
totel respondents Legvel of Involvoment

Corrs Direct  Total BabB Eantial Indireas

Varisbles Cosffl Bffect Indirect Elects
Effect

Zq4 Network 0., 4784%% »0,1083 0,50687 0.3811 0.1688
aize(NWKS) (zan) (xay)  (xgpl

X3y Frequency =0,16867% »0,0310 «0.1357 w0, 0008 «0 0488
of contzat (xgy) (xgq)

(FOQ)

Xyn Relational 0.2065%+ 00,0004 0.2761 0.1783 0.0748 O.0804
Diversity (Xew)  (xgy) Cegpl
(Rel B)

Xnn Caste Dive 0.4034%% 0,1838 £.2609 0,1800 0.1381 0,047

“¥ {Caste D) (Zpp) (mayd  (myg)
Pensity  «D.3189%* «»0,3104 «0,0058 «0,0868 0,0877

. {ben) ) (xXon)  (xy4)

xﬁ% Legras 0. 5004w D, 82308 »0,0034 =0.07868 0.0408
(Lag) {ﬂm} (Xﬁ@j

* Significant ab 5%
«# Significent at 1%

The dsts shows that degrse of relabionship had the largest
direct offeat (0,5238), followed by density of network(-0.3104)
which expresssd substantial negative effect directly on the level
of involvement. GSince the magnitude of the dirsab values of
degree and density ars equel to thelr eorrelntionsl values, hoth



437

the vorisgbles sre ifastruwentel in contributing their influsnce on

the lewel of inwvolyement of the members in s sociasl nebtwork.

The lmplication of the sbove results pen be interpreted

28 grepber the degree of relationship thet exists among the members

n 8 natvork with others more will be the opportunity for different
types of soelal exchenges in which they could engope with sech
pther. On the sonbrary, higher density smongst the members .
L.« more the commnicabion links there is between members greaber
will be the tendency to limit their sceinl intersction preferably
to thelr notwork links than with othsrs ocutside *he nebwork.
This subsocuently limits the different trypss of soclel sxohenge
thal the membars in & network would esngege thewmselves with others
out side their network, hence higher density hes g negetive
influence on the level of inwolvement on the vhole. The remsining
four verisblss network size, relstional snd ceste diversity and
frecuency of contset, regletered larger btotal indirect sffects
on the levwl of invwolvemsnt respecbively.

{atwork Sizes Though natwork size was foand to hewe o posiiive
and significent sssoclsblon (r=0.43%4 p < 0,01) with the laevel

of inwolvsment, it had & negligible ncgatlive dira@t gffoct
{«0.1093) on the dependent veriamble, But the totel indiysot
effect which was the largest (D.5067), wes ssen to be coniribuied
substentislly by the indirect influence of the degres of relatione
ship (0.3511) and density (0.1685) waich were found to chsnnel
their positive effect through network sige on the lowel of
involvement., 4 similar trend was seen in the omse of relational
diversity which had o vary mesgre direct effect (0.0°04) end



138

dogres of relabtlonship was found to chennel its substantiagl and

significent influence (2,17383) through reletional diversity on
the lewel of dnvolwenment.

The sbove resulis lmply that in personal netvorks with few
members, there ie limited scope for wvaristy of sociel ewchange
auong the meabers in the network and henee it exnresssd a negntive
influence on the lewvel of inwlvoment., Further, in amell networks
with low yrelationsl divwersity thie perticiler diversity index does
not exhibit any sipnificent influence on the lewel of inwlvament,
However in the case of both the warlebles under consideretion, the
degres of relationship emerges as tha key weriable which asspapis
1ts influence on the lewvel of lavolwvement more thes that of

aetwory size and relabional diversity.

8Ll The gaste diversily wes found to be slgnlificantly
sssoclated (r=0.4724 p < 0.,01) and a5 well g3 1% hod ent spprecisble
direct offset {0.1535) on the lowol of involvement. Bub its total
lndirect effect iaﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ)ggg%Ltivwly greatsr then ths direct effest
and the dete revesled thabt the degree of relationship yilelded
significant influence {0,1660), followsd by denaity (2.1351)

both of which were chennalled through caste diversity on the lewel

of involvenent.

Hance the inplication of the sbove resulis is that the
degree of relstionship and tho density smong the membors in &
network ere important factors in determliting the lewnl of involve~
ment when there exlsts s variance in the caste status between

the members.
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The correlation and peth coefflcients of the four significent

netvork vardables nebtvork size, degrez, orste and oocupation Aivere

glty of the high onste respondents with the lewsl of Lavolvemsnt
i3 repopbed da Teble & A{ 2).

Table 4 A(2): Path coefiicisnts of the notwork correletss of the
Higher vaate pospondents Level of involwenent

Core. Dipeat  Tobel. Subetantial INALPeCE
Varisbles Coslfa Eftect ;Ecst Bffset through

Xy4 Network  0,3333%  0.,0799 0.3084 0.1788  0.0200 0.0488

gize (NWKS) (xan)  {xnp)  (xgg)
g OCCupe=  0.3207°  0,3614 0.1013 0.0052  0.0434

tional (Xap)  (Xpg)

Liversity )

(Gge D)

Zap Ceste Dive 0,3451%  0.2194  0.1527 C.0798_ 0.0304
X,, Degrea 0.3674°  0.7645 0,1070 0.0554 0,0764

fSignificant st 8%
#%  Oignificant at 18
The data reveal that degree of relabionshlp asserted

the largest dirsct effect (0.0645) on the lewl of inwvolvemant
followed by caste dlversity (0.3104). This lmplies thet both
these wvariables have sn lmportant role in determining the level
of inwvolwvament in which the high essie respondents ongage with
other caste members In the village.
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Networi size was found to heve the largest total indirect
effect (0.3044) on the level of inwolvement tut had m very
negligible dirvect effect (2,0707), Howsver 1t 13 sepparent from
the table that degree of relationship hed sn apprecisble
magnitude of ite inflosnce (0.1758) channelled indirsctly through
netvork slge vhioh vontributed to its significant sssocistion
with the level of inwolvement. To & cortain sxbtent the cashe
diversity, siso indlrectly chennels 1ts influsnce (D.0820) theousgh
network sisze, This olesrly implies thet ths dsgres of reletionship
vhieh the high caste respondents had with members of other caste
stabus was priarily out of n socloe-socononle necessity end 1t

acsordingly determined the lewel of Llavolvement.

This faaet iz further evident vhen thae ovcupstional diversily
is considored it wes found to have a positive associmtion {pe=0,3007
p £ 0,085, with the level of involvement. The dabts revesl & wery
interesting cutcoms wheyn the direct effect of the @ﬂﬂﬂ?ﬁﬁiﬂﬁﬂl‘
giversity (0.1614), 18 equsl to its tobtal indirect effeet{0.1613).
The indirect influence of custe diversity(0.0083) was found
to be chennslled through opcupsbtionsl diweraity on the lewsl of
involvessnt. Heneo 1t indlestes; that the intersationsl link
hetwoen the high ceste respondents snd that of other casits membare
is mostly sbttrivuted to the oscupstionsl inwolvement; such as
menuzl end agriculiure labour, for which the former heve to depend
on the hasoierd or scheduled crste membars in the village.

Thapefore in the case of high osste respondents the degree
of relstionship with members of other esste stetus wus importent
in determining the level of involvemsnt.
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The corvrelation end puth coefficlents of the sixz significant

nzbwork veriables; degree of raletionship, dansity of network,

natwork size, caste and relestionsl diversity wnd frecusnoy of

conbact for the baekvard cnste respondents on thelr lewel of

involvemend is presented in Tedble 4 A{3).

Teble 44{3): Path coefficlents of the network correaletes of the
Beckward Csste rospondsnts Lewsl of involwvement.

GOrrs Lirect Tobal fubstantisl INALPEGE
Variable woell Efisot gq@iﬁﬁa% gffect through

Xy, Hetvork  0.56437° 0,0165 0.5478 0,473 0,001 0.0772

size(NWKS) {xan) (Zen)  (Xap)
xy5 Frequency =0,2062"% «0.137% =0:1554 =0,0010 ~0,0403

of contact {xan)  (xg1)

(F0G3 |
xy7 2elsfionsl 2.4001%% 0,0190 5,3511 0,137 0438 0.0706

C4v.(Re1 D) (xan) (Xny)  (xep)

Xap Ceste Div. 0.5428%% 0,1641 0.3783 0.1781 0,172
{Caste D) (xnam)  (xgy)

kg Danaity “ﬁuﬁl%m* «0,3158 =0108% *me@ﬁ =0 66
“* (Den) (xpp)  xgg)

L X
Enn Deégrée 0. 8880 D287 0.1633 5.0806 0,080 .
"2 (peg) (xpp)  (Xgy)

b

* Significent at &%
=%  Gignificant at 1%
A8 in the case of tha btobtsl pespondents the data for the
baokward ceste respondents also rewelad that degres of relations
ship had the lergest direct affont(0.4187), followed by density
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{=0.3155)3 on the lewel of involvement.

Since nearly 60 percent respondents belonging *o this caste
status had smell personal networks the dsgree of relationship
smongsat thelr members was s ¢ruclsl fasctor which Iinflusnesd the
level of involvenment. While gregter intersctional link enongsh
the members tends to limit their lewel of Lavolvemsat with othors
end hence Tor this reeson, densiby was found o express s signifie
cant negative sssoclation (r=0.8106, p £ 0.01) with the dependsnt
veriable., Hetwork slze was found to have the lergest totsl
indirvegt affect (0.5478) compared with thet of the other wariable
such as relstional and csste diversity. a8 is syident froam the
table ths indivicusl direat eftects of the network sisze {(0.0188)
and relationsl diversity (0,0190) 4s wery mesgre and hence thege
vurlables do not heve any substential role to play in the level of
involvement. Instesd in the case of bobth thess weriables, the
iondireet influence of degren of relatlonship %o & lerge extent
and followed by density of network which gleo channelisd L1ts
indirect effeot throuwh networi gize snd relational diversity have
been instrumental in contrivuting towards thelr positive correlew

tion with the lawel of invelvement.

In the case of caste diversity 1% was found that i1t had
en eppreciable dirsct effect (7,1641) on the level of involvement,
put yet its total indirect effect wus fer more gubstanilal and
significant (0.37838) owing to th: indirect influonce of degree
(0.1781) and -density (5.1721) which contributed to o large extent
by directing their effect indirectly throagh ceste diversity on

tha level of inwvolvement,
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Henco the degree of relationship and the sxtont of interactionsl
link or density are the primary Toctors which doternine the level

of involvemsnt with members of other caste beckground.

Thepefore for the backwsrd caste the degree of relationship
and density of network are the importent fectorz which dobterminz
the lewel of involvement particulerly when they heve relatively

smeller natwork size and groater intersctional link between the
mesbers .

In the case of scheduled ceste respondents the degres of

relationshly snd natwork sige were the only twe netvork verisbles
which wers found to be significsntly wesccinmted (p < 0,01) with
the laevel of inwlvomsab. The coprelation and path cosfficients
of these wurisbles are reporiad in Teble 4 A(4)

Table 4 A{4): Path Coafficlents of Netwark Correlates of the
Seheduled Caste Tesponcdents level of involvement

Yariable Corpr. Coeff, Liprzebt Tffect T@t&%ﬂ??@%ﬁﬁa%
Degree . 0.6000%" 0,3781 0.2069
Network 0.8390"" 0,3361 0.2833

gizge( xl%)

#* 3ignificant st 1%

The date olearly iandicstes thet both tis degree of relatione
ship (D.3781) and network size {ea361) had significently lsrge
dlreat effects on the lewel of involvement. But since theyse were
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only two varisbles found to play such e decisive role on the level
of involvementy 1% would be sprropriste to roview the iﬁt@rmﬂrw#laa
tion mabrix for supplementery Lnforametion ebout the other warigbles

vhich heve nobt besn found to express s significent sesociction with
the dependsnt varieblo.

Caste diversily was found to have s positive ecorrelsbion wiﬁhf
the network size (r=0.4473, p < 0.01), relational diversity (r=0.3674)
and degree (r=0,7317) both of which wers aignificent at p < 0,08,
Similerly density was slso found to hove a positive and simificant
reletlonship(r=0.4850, p < 0:01) with degres. & cerefnl look
et these gorrelational evidence sesms to indleste thet theourh
individually caste diversity and density were not stebisbically
assocletad with the lewvel of inwolvement, theyh however do heve
g siznificant correlatlion with the degree and network size, the XKey
factora in the cpmeofschedulad caste pospondeats, thet asserted
thelir inflaence on the dapendent varigble. This faot iz more
distineltly hichlighted when sll the network variables werse
subjected to o multiple rogression anelysis. Collectively the
elght variebles accounted for 494 of wverience on the luvel of |
involvament, (R°=0,4908, F=3.371, p < 0,01) with degree being the
only simifiecsnt variable (p £ 0,03}« Conzidering only the
gignificunt correlstes; nansly degres and nstvwork size, the two
were respongible for 427 of the varlance (R%=0.47403 F=1f,81
p £ D:01) with only degres found to be significent (p < 0.05).
Howaver when degree and densiby were conzldersd togather they
sccounted for 47% of the warlance (RZ=0,4799) F=18.45 p < D.0L)
and both were feund to be significent. Thus the results clserly
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Teble 4 A(S): Stepwlse pegression of network variebles of the
seheduled caste respondents on thelr lewvel of

Involvenont.
Varlievle b 1o Signis obd. A, 8 ted s (uitiple Chehgé
gtep entered enter [ica- Zrrot wd R R : in g2
U L T < % N
1. Degree 19.890 0,0008 0,8387 0.367  0.6000 00,3804

+
5
{Znn

@ Hetwork 3.083 0.0681 7.5873 0.8001  2.4240 0.6811 0,061
8iz8(xy4)

1. Degrée 1D.8Y 0,0008 02,8887 0. 3004  0.68080 0.3004

(.Xﬁﬁ)

o, ?@m%ﬁy T«109 0.0118 0.5431 0.4410 0.4720  0,8377 0.1108
£y

Yo e rogua

The varisbles selected in the stepwiss regression snd thelr
eontribution tested by thelr I walues

Step Sourca of ar Sum of Haan ¥
veristion BOULTES BOULPS

1s %o 1 6.8060  6.8080 19,766

Ry KentXyg 2 3. 1669 4,033 1%, 510"

Baslidual 34 10,860 0. 300
1. o9 1 6. 8960 8.3060  19.996" '

%y EnatEay o 3.908 44498 156, 284%°
Residual 34 10,028 U, 2080

Regression ccefficient of sglected verisbles; figures in
parentheses degotes CJtapderd Yrovs
14 Zon
1. ¥ = 1.090 + 0,82178 + 0.318
{0e1140) (0:1408)
x &w* Ton et
* Y o 0,98 = 1.,7623 + 0.6840
, ‘ {O.4708) (0,1186)

* Sigalficent at 5%
»¢ Significant at 1%

L3
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imply that degree snd density heve s fer movs zrestar influsnce
on the level of lavelwvsmont of sehidulsd ceste -wabeprsz with their

natwors othern.

dence the degree of rolstlonship brtwaan the omabors of

cther caste stetues end the schadualed cnste individusls doos have
& fdseloive role in deteraining the typs of socisl sxchangs thet
they usuelly engays in smongst themselwes. Particularly when
there sxisis = bigh density of interactional links between mioh
members in a natworks. This howewer is e reflsction of the ruslie
tetive nebure of the relstionel tles that the scheduled caste
Ludividasls mainbsin with thelr own comste membsrs and those with

that of cther ceste.

& socond ot of mulbtiveriate puth anelysils wes carrisd
out by tactian topather dhe giznllicantly correlsted indivicdual and
nebwory verleblas ez indspead=at snd the lewel of involvomant
28 the dopeadent wverlable. "his wes done to ascertein the axtent

of influsncs thet thesse verdsbles hed on the lewl of Llavolvement

of meabers in the natvork,

The correlation and path cosfficients of the ten weriables,
which were found to be significsntly associubed with the level
of involvement sre reported in Tsble 4 B(1).

The resulbs revesl that degree of rolutlonship had the
lergost direct effect (0.50238) on the level ol involvement. Iensity
(«D,2063) snd age (~0.1801) were the obther two werisbles, vwhich
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expressed substantlisl bubt negative dirsct cffects on the dependsnd
variable.

On furtheyr observetion of the dats {t was found that network
size, proportion of information sources, relational snd vaste
diversity, cosmopoliteness, extent of exposure snd fraguency of
conteet axerted relatively large totsl Aindirsct effects on the
level of involvement than thelr individusl direct effects. And %
witi: the exception of caste diwversity and proportion of infﬁrm&ﬁimn§
source, the rest of the avove mentioned werisbles had very
neglizible direct effect on the dependent variable. It was found
Phpt the inflaonce of the degres of relationshdp wes indlirectly
channalled through each of thomse wvarlables, on the level of
involvemsnt, This fmpliss that the degr2e of relablonship smongst
the monbers was thoe Rey Lactor which lndlusnced the lewel of

involvenend more than the individusl wvarisbloz.

4G5 The age of respondents was found to have s substanbliel
negative direct effect {(~0.1501) sad a significant negabtlive
sssoclobion (r= «0.,207% p < 0.01) with the lavel of inwvolvement.
Hence the inference drawn from the result is that younger
respondents hed more opportunity bo sngage In different types

of socisl exchanges with others thin compsred to older members.
This was possibly due to the fact rewson thet younger respondents
had diverse interest and greater physical mobllity while the

older members on the contrury hud limited socisl exchange conflned

mainly to thelr network membérs.



Table 4 B(1):

total respondents

e

Path coefficients of tho correlates of the
Level of Involvemant

142

CorT, Tirect Total T EUbBEEn iRl ANAireeE
Varieblss coeff, Zffect Indirect effect through
agelxy)  «0.2078%%20.1801 «0.0377 -0.0%4G
(zan)
COSEOpo=  0.2745 w0,0476  0.2671 0.1488  0.0008
1ite(xg) {Xeynr) (%pq)
0, 0476
(xapn)
Prope of Ings .
uaumwtxw}mmﬁm 01017 w3088 =0.2808 o008
(Kﬁﬁ} iﬁgl)
w0, DEDG
’:xﬁg)
Extent of «0,7608  »0.0811 «0,1887 «0,1101 0, 0632
%xpa§ura (xpy ) (%nqd
X
13 « 00 DA0D
(xap)
Network  0.4384 w0.0785  0.5610 0.3545  0.,1580
ﬁiﬁ@(ﬁz,@} tiﬁm) Qmaz}‘}
D AL
{ng)
¥reqs of =0,1667 =0,0246 =0.1471 «0.0345 =0.0460
C{‘:wta;ct( (g, ) (X o)
*
15 . |
nelational 0.0968 0.0089  0.8036  0.1300  0.0711
Diversity {%ng) (o)
(239) 0. 0661
{(xagn)
Coaste Tive 0.4804 & 0.1701  0.2533 0.,1716  0,1960
(xnp) (xpo)  (xgy)
Density w0 B1ED  w0.0063 =0,01068 =0.0740
(en ) (xﬂﬁé
“3 G
Degree 0. 5004 0« 5280 wlle 208 0. 0857
(%n0) \ Eng?
Dy (406
{Xyn)

* Significent at 5%

+ Elgnificant at iw
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\vergitys Despite the feet that nearly 47 percent of the
respondents hed medium diversity, the werisble was found to channe!
substentlel direct sffect (0,1701) on the level of involvement.
But its total indirect effect wes found to be greater (2.08533),
with the influence of degres of relstlonship {0.1718) vaing
indlrecetly channtliad throagh caste dlvarsity contributing to
ite asignificent aessocistion (p=20.4734, p < 0.71) with the level
of laovolvement. This cleerly indicates thadt vwhen theve is custe
diversity among the mombers in e respondents natwor:, degree of
relationship smongst tham contributes to wn sppreciadble axient in
influsneing the level of involvwment.

almost 63 porcent of the respondents were found to
hove smell parsonel netvorzs sonslsting of two to four mexbers,
Therelore networi sizs by itsell could not heve any apprecisble

faflaence on the lewvel of involvenent.

This 1g 2vident froa the result givea in the teble which
shows that natwork slze had s neglizible negebive influencet 0T7I5)
while 1t hed & substantisl tobal indirecct effsct {(D.5618). The
positive indirsct influence of degree of relsbionship (0.3548)
and density (0,1880) wore found to offset the individaszl negative
effect of network sive to exhibit & strong associstion(p=D.4794,
p < 0.01) with the lavel of involvement.

£ similar out come was found in the case of cosmopolitensss
whish also had a negative and negligivle direct effect(~D.0428),
but was offsed by the posibive influence of degrse of relationshlp
which pleyed a mejor role in channelling its indirest influsnce
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{0.,1468) contributing to the positive sssociation of cufnopolite -
aess (r=0.7248, p < 0.01) with the level of involvement.

This verieble was found to hewe only & amerginel and positive
direct effect (0.101%) on the lavel of involvewmat while ite total
indirect affect was substentiasl :nd nagstive in nabure («0.3058).
Tt 1s evident from the dats reported in the table Zhst the
negative influsnce of degree of relationship {(-D.7500) to a large
axtent 1z instrumentel in offsetting the poziiive eoffact of the
verisble under study resulting in 1%s negstive corpelation with
tha lowel of involwvemend.

A review of Tables 1.3 snd %.1 discusged sarller in this
chenter provides peagsoncule explanstbion for such an oubtoeoms, Since
nesrly 60 porcent of the totsl reapondeats hed primery sources of
inforgebion renglog from fi86y to vver sevenbvilwe peroant of
whede porgonadl astwork meabers end with the same proportion of
regpondonts exkiblting lov degree of relatlionship smongst thelr
mombars, it is obvious thut this verlebls will not be able to
have a significent yole in the level of involvensnt. 4 mejority
of such sources being from the same villags not much of difference
exlsts amonyz the villamge mepbers in general end hence they hardly
sepve the purpose of providing informatlon, thus reducing thelr

role to s lower lavel.

Po asubstantiste the above results the set of ten signifi-
sent wariebles were subjectsd to a multiple and stepwise rogresim
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Table 4 B(2): Stepwise regression of the correlates o’olal Respondenis

on their lewel of involvemont

Verisble F to  Signifd Btd.  AdIuBLed - Vuitipie Change

step eaterad/ enter oance Error - R™ in o
of Get, R hid
1s Degree 48,30 0.0000 0,848 D.0604 0.8004 O.2804
(Kﬁﬁ
L]

3»

4q
Ba

G

}gan@ity N5.47  0.,0000 0.8683 05,3504 0,3611  0.6209 D,1107
oy

Custe 4,98  0.04737 D.891R 0,3886 0,3703 0.63130 D.0182
Divepralty

(Xﬁg)
Age {x1) .60 0L0830 D.B365 0.3777 D3048 0.6991 0.0152

Prop.ofl

Inform. 2.30  0.1300 D.8238  D.3833 0.4040  0.6388 D.0008
Bouros

(x1n)

%x%aﬁgww 148 D.7340 0,8830  0.3351 0.4000 0,640 0.0080

The ¥erisbles selsetzd 1in the ragression enelysis and their
contributions tezted by their F owslues, ‘

gtep Source of wariahlor afs Sup.of Sq.  Mesn 8 ¥

1. Fan 1 00.87% 0,676 49,430
By Tpatay 8 20,746 14,873 41.544°
3.  EpntEayting 3 31048 10,418 o0.741"”
4o FontRaytEaghRy 4 3040 3,123  93,613%"
Bs  XpatEn *EnptiytRin 5 83,279 8,655 wmm:
G ngg"mmwm*xlwmms G 33.762 8,687 16.586

Heafdusl 143 48,810 Je 3300

Regresaion coefficient of gelected verlsbles, figures in

parentheses d@mtwwatmﬁm%&%rmr o goown ot
. tyn* x Ky e 00
X1 18 13 +] 1

| w0,0030 + 0.865 «0.0080 + 0.1803 » 0.8043 + 0,3101

I= 2,80 Tp.o036) (0.2897)(0,0745)( O 0920)(0.2640) (0,0630)

*  Significent at 5%; *¢ Significant at 1%,
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englysis. The results of the snelysis walidete the path snlysis
by exhibiving that the ten varisbles apoounteg for sbout 41 paprcent
of the varisnce (R%=0,4131, T=0.735, 10, 139; p < 0.201) snd thot
degree of ralmtiomahip,ﬂanaity, ceste diversity wnd epge were the
only four verisbles found to be sipnificent (p ¢ 0.08) accounbing .
for 30 perceat of varietion (R%=0, 3048, F=0u,8133 4, 14%3p< 0,001}

on the lavel of inweivament.

Theyafore 1t cen be generslized thet younger sge and ceste
diversity awongst the members in p astwors do provide groster
gaope for various types of soclel excheage bat more fmportent im
 the dogrese Qf inter relstionship thset membars sherve with esch
other wvhich determines the type of socisl exchsenge bebwsen than,
“Whereas higher densibty gmongst tho menmbers in s nebwork tends to
Limit thelr intaractionsl exchange within themselwes snc ainee
thape 1s nore homogenity in such sitistion particularly with zmall

natwork the lewvel of lnwlvement ig reducsd.

The date relsted to correletion and path coefficlents of

the fiwve verinbles which were found to be signiflcantly correlated
with the lewvel of invelvement of the high cesie have basen reporied
in Teble 4 B(3).

It 18 evident from the table that fanily type registersd
the largest but negative direct effect (~0.0980) on the level of
involvement, followed by degree of relationship(D.1750) and opote
‘diveraity (D,1910). On the pontrary the network size #aa found
to have the largest totsl indivect effect (0.3343) followed by
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peeupational diversity (0,1784) which was only marginally more
than 1ts direct sffect (2.1473).

Table 4 B(3)t Path cosfficlents of the simifilcant correlates of
High Caste respondents Level of Involvenment

00T Tirect BT SubEten tiay
Variasble coefll. Zffect Indiract Indivect Bffect
Family Type =03843°  «0.2068 w0 0573  =0.0043
{Kﬁb ﬂmgg)
%
zaxazm?m } 0,3084 0,0490 023343 mmzk%
BALEGLE W
14 0. 0735 S5
0. 0424 =7
. x1a)
Qooup. 0.3083 0x 1473 0w X754 De D256
Diversity (xnp)
(x40 Dy 0452
xon
0,0303
{xg)
daste Dive 0.3471" 2,1019 58,1840 0,088
(.31{3;)} (Xlg}
Dagrae 0.3678" 0. 7760 5,0018  0,03008
{xem) {xng

Rk

The significent influence of the fenmily type én

the lawal of invelwement smongst the high ceste respondents
highlights s charscteristic festurse of their soeclol end pereonsl
network. The dabte clesrly iniers tast joindt fanily bockground

has g negative lufluence on the leval of lLaovolvement. And siage
nearly 540 perceat of the respondends of the high cgste were from |
Joint feanllies Lt restricted thelr tyope of soclel exchange, pmrtimuﬁ
larly thosa pertedning to persossl asad scvisory being confined

to relatives sand Tenily mombers. It weg aostly for the scouial
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and oceupetionsl matters vhich constituted s mejor pert of their
soclal exchanpge conbant, theh they dependsd on friends and other
types of relational ties. Hence 11 ean be poncluded that joint
Tamily bscekground smongst the high caste ﬁamb@ra regtricts thalr
level of invelvement in termes of interactional content of thelr
soclal exchenge relationships in goneral.

The network indices of custe ond ogcupational diversity
aleo axhiblted a specific fesbure of this comminities communication
nstwork. 4 positive and significent intercorrelation between the
e verisbles (r=0.4430 p < 0.00) wes found to exist. It appeers
thet becsuse of diwrsified occupstions members of the communiby

have a greater network sisze,

Logplte the fect that the high caste pespondsnits hed
relutively more members in their networks than those of the other
two caste groups and it wes found to heve p significent sssocistion
(r=0.3334, p < 0,08) with the lewel of lowlvement. Yot it hed
a very meagre direcet offzct on the dependent vesriable (0.0490),

The dabs from the sbove table clesrly indicates that degree of
relobionship was the mein fector vhichchammelled its indipect
influence (0.1334), folloved by caste diversity (0.,0738) through

the network size on the level of involvement.

4 stepwise regression was compubed with the same setb
of fiwve verisbles and the results showed thal family typs had a
negative influence mnd degrse of relationship were the only wvariavles
found to be significant {p < 0.08), Together they accounbed for
nenprly 33 percent of the wvardleble on the lewel of involvement
(B® = 0,3978; F= 4.464, 4, 343 p < 0.05).
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Pable 4 B(4): Stepwise regregsion of the significant correlaten
of high caste respondents on theiy lewel of involvement

Waitipie Chenga
R 1@

. L.
0.1470  0,3834 0,1470

fntd/ lange  Error - R2

Rend. . 3
Hatwork GeB47  0.0146
size(xyg)

Family 4.768 00108  (.0131 0.2003 0, 2448 O.4041 0,0078
type (35)

Decup. 2,008 0.1882 D.6048 D94 (8741 0,8330 0.03%¢
Dive {%1&3)

ﬁ@grﬁmm%}lnmm D.0978 0.8007 0.0352 00,3136 0. 8800  0.0808

/N@ tuork 0464 0. 8003 (38060 2.,94406 D3048 DB81 0. DUBL
pize(xyg)

Crsie 1.TBO  0.1938  0.8500 0,7622 08378 08812 0,03833
Liv. {KE@}

The wveriasbles selected in the stopwise peprassion snd thelr
gontribution tested by their F wvalues

1 D704 2,701 6.547

2y XygtEs 0 44027 7.0464 5,976

Be  XyqtEgtEag 3 5.0808 1748 4781

4e Ky4*BgtEygtion 4 57T 1.442  3.908%

8. WghEyghtiem 3 5.6038 1.0673  B.ong""

6,  EgtiygtiontImg 4  6.8160 1.5840  4.464%°
Residual 38 17,1840 0,3481

Regression cpefflicient of selested werlsbles figures In
parentheges denotes stendard error.
xg*  Eyp* Xap*  Fop®

¥ o= 2,590 « 0.4084 + 0,078 + 0,1018 + 0,1844
(0.,18861(0. 08110 1444) (0.0886)

% Significent ot 8%
#+  Slgnificant ab 19
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Therefore on the basls of the results of the two set of
statlstiosl enalysis 1% gen be concluded that in the cmss of high
caste mambers  the joint femily brekground has s significant
infiuvence on determining the type of soclel sxchange to & grast
axtent. Further the varisnce in teras of ceste end oecupstionsl
status between the members in thelr notwork iz primarily becsuse
of interdependence hetwesn the two strebs of villsge socisty for
sayvices and sconomic neads, ind sspeclially when the menbers are
from different caste status the degree of relstionship is more
Important than the nedwork size, ss s notwork index for deelding

the lewal of involvement,

ok dhe Jewvel of involvement

R T YN AL

The coprrelation and poth cosfflelent date of the twelve
verleblos found to be gilismnificent with the lewl of involvement

of the beexward caeste respendents are yeported in Table 4 B(&)

The date revweealed thet degres of relationship wps foumd to
have the lurgest direct effect (0.60223) on the level of inwolwenment,
folloved by density (=0,3833) and age (=2,1408) which expressed
g negative direct effect on the dependent verlablé.

The proportlon of informatlion sourcos wase seen to heve the
largest total indirect effect («0,5440), followad by mass medis
ugs, networx size caste diversity; family type cosaopoliteness;
relational diversity, extent of ezposure end frequency of contast.
Exaepting for exbtent of expomurs, it was seen thal the dagrea of
relationship to & lerge extent mnd,dﬁnﬁihy indirectly ochannelled
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their inllvence through each of these aignt wvariables, on the
level of inwolwement. This cleerly revesls the ilmportance of
degree of relationship between the members in o network which

detarmines the type of scclal exchange they generslly engage
themselves in.

Aboud 38 percent of the baehkwerd caste respondents wores
found ¢ haw less thon fifty percent of thelr network menbers

g thelr primery source of informetion. But the dats in the
above table showed thet despite the variablefs significent diveot
effect (0.7€27) on the lewl of involvement 1t weg found bo hawve
o significent negebive asgocistion (re=-0.72802 p < 0,08) with the
dependent voriable. Hence the strong nsgetive influence of the
degree («D.3138) snd density («0.1317) which wers found to be
indiyectly chamelloed throuzh oroportleon of inforoation on the
level of involvement have been responsible for offsebting the
poaitive influence of the verlcble. Thz probable resson for such
st outeome may be the dogree of intervelationshipy swong the
roupondents personal nebtwork wes gulie lowy nearly 74 percent.

On the other hend there wes s high densiby of abolit Hpercent
gnong thelr notwork memberz. It is quites possible that most

of the mombers in the noebwork did not havwe adequate intsrsctionsl
l1ink with the respondents primery source of information nor did
thay maintein an sppreciable degree of relstionship. Thus it
reflected g low lovel of involvement amongst them snd the sources
which 1# indicated by the nezabtive assoclatlion,
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Majordity of the backward caste respondents were
Found to be low (43 percent) to medium (34 pereent) users of wmens
medla sources, The dete revesl that the werdable hed a substantinl
negative direct effect (»0. B083) on the level of involvement but
its totel indirsot effect was 3%ill prsater end positive sffect
{0.,49080), vhich offset the simificent negative influence, lergely
owing to the indirect influence of degree {(0.2843) which were
direated through the mass asdlae use on the level of iavolvement
end eventuslly contributed to thelir positive associlation {r=0.31836,
p < 0.08) with oach other. This clearly implies that Jdegree of
relationship amongst the members in w network iz sn lmportant
factor which deternlaas the levsl of inwlwenment.

It wes found Lo exart an apprecisble direct
affcet {(0,1784) on the levwel of involvement, but it 8till had &
larger total indirect effect (0.2199) contributed meinly by the
infiuence of degree (0.2883) and density to a sertain extent
{0.1397)s Although, nearly 73 percent of the backward ssste
rospondents had low cosmopolite seore, it hed a strong sssocfieiion
with level of dnvolvement. Yot the dominaat influence of the
degree of relstionship indirectly was more important then Jjust
cosmopoliteness lisgelf,

1y _Types There wers nesrly 70 percent of the backward caste

regpondents who were from nuclesar families anc though femily type
wes found to have g sipgnificant positivé (r=0.2687 p < 0.08)
assosletion with the lewel of invelvement, 1t chemnellsd =
negative diveat effect («0.1510) on the dependent warisble. Butb
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The indirect influence of the degree of relationship(0.7031) whioh
econtributed lergely to the substantial totel indirect effect(0.4197)
cffset the negative offect of fe.ily type snd cgtablished its

dominance owver the independent varlablse under study.

b similar psttern of influence 13 soen in the case of network
slze, relationsl end ¢geste dlwersity, where degrese of relstionship
channelled to & large extent its Iinfluence indirectly through these
natworks verliables on ths level of involvement. Hence the abowe
results olearly indicete the importence of degree and density which
together complement the role in determining ths type of social
gxchonge far more effectively than the sbove solecied network
indless snd individuel werleblss, particularly when the persons
hove small networks which do not have much verlance in teyms of
releblional ties, occcupnblonsl and caste stetus., In general, the
brokward Jebl groups were mnore homogenous ss far as their socliel
gstobus 1is congcerned, limiting thelr personsl networks to relatives
snd {riends. This lnvariaebly coutributed to high densliy smongst
thelir memnbers owing to whieh they restricted themselves In their
lavel of involvement end for this reason denslty exhibited =

negative influence on it.

On subjecting the same get of twelve wvarlablas to a multipla
end stepwlise regression anslyses the results showed that together
these varisbles secounted for nearly 67 percent of the wvarience
on the level of involvement (R® = 0,8749, F=10.3%1; d4f 12, 80,

p < 0.001) and four variables; degres, density, mass

medie wuse and proporition of information sources  were found
o be significant (p £ 0.01)., But the stepwise regresalon
anslysis presented 4n Table 4 B (8) revosled that only
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table 4 B(6): Stepwise regression of the correlates of backward
geste pegpondsnis on thoelr lewel of inwlvement

&p Verieble F o Slgnifs Std. Adjusted ultipls Change

tw enber enter lance Epror -y R in s
of ist. B~ R B

1s Tegraa(xas) 87,500 0,000 0.6378 0.3457  0.8880 0.34587

2, Density(Xgay) 26,805 0,000 0.8474 0.5103 0,874 0,7942  0.1787

3: Prop.of Inf. ©.371 0.0081 0.B174 0.5831 0.8713 2,7624  0,0860
gources{Iym)

4« Mgas Medim 3«800 00,0883 0,5072 0.85301 0.68034 0.,7768 0,020
Jealeyy) |

Se %aﬁ%apmlit@ 4,813 U.0873 0,404 00,8007 0.6784 07927 0.0250
X8

6 hgelx,y) 2,008 0.1611 0,4908 0.6066 0.6084 0.7996  0.0110

7 Family Tyse(xd 2.070 0.1880 4807 0.6129 0,6808 0,3086 0.0111

8. Frag.of o847 1297 D.4816 O.6213 0.6634  0,81480 0.0189
contact{xyg)

The warisbles sgelected

4:  RoghEmptEiotiyy

e FoptRoytEigtRyytag

Co mmﬂammmmnmﬂml

ol S

Te  EputKoytEyptXy  FRghlyiiy
8s  Zoptle f’mm*xumgé-xﬁxﬁmm

Regiduel

1ﬁa 58

23131
8,630
26.618
27720
28,204
23,608
30,262
14. 846

in stepwiss regression their eontribution
tegted by their ¥ walues. ‘

16250 37.820""

11.568 ©8,80°
30546 31,087
6.684 B.867"
& .544 09.68%7
4,700 19.50%%
4,009 17.28%7
3,687 18,763""
0.2320

Regreasion coeffioient of selected veriebles, flgures in
paranthﬂgum dmnutaﬁ aﬁandard error

T=Bell = &.% -

* Significant et 5%
o ﬁign&finant at 1%
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elght veriablesy degree, density, proportion of information zources,
ness medis use (g1l aignificant st p < 0.01); cosmopolite (p < 2.08)
and nge, freguency of contact wnd family type were the best
pradictors of the level of lanvolwement in the cese of beokward

casts reppondents. These eight varisbles accounted for about 68
percent of the veriahoe on the dependant verisble, (R-=0. 8608;
F=18.78% df 8.68, p < 0,001). Howsver of these, density, mnss

medin use, age and femily type ezhibited a nagatiwe influence on

the lswvel of involvement.

Henge 1%t is explicitly colesr from the results of the two
set of anelysis discussed above thet the declsive role of degree
of relstionship snd density of notwork are the =main determisnts
of the nstore of soclul exchange vhich the meabers in the networks

of backwsrd caste regpondents enguge with ssch other.

The correlation snd path opeliicients of the six warisbles
with thelevel of involvement of the scheduled caste respondenty
are presentsd in Table 4 B(7).

Date reported in the table prewssl thot landholding was
found to have the largest and significant divect affect{D.20E7}
on the lewvel of ilnvolvement. This clearly lwplies that ownership
of lend by individusls of this community enhances Thelr economic
shatus snd provides greater sgope for involwement with other

in genersal.
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Table 4 B{7): Path coeffinients of the correlstss of Scheduled
Caste rogpondents Lavel of Involwemend

COPrr, Tirect Totel Substantial indirsct
Variable aoaff. Bffest Indirect effect through

hgelxy)  «0.4328%° w0.1730 «0,8888 «D,0071 «0.0683 =0.0613

{x20) (24142 (xg)
Landhiolding 0.4702%% 0,2087 00,1748  D.0635
(%3) ﬁ%g?
Proportion =0.4833"" «0.046  «0,3769 ~0:1836 0,123
Gl & = X
Sources{xyn) 1 R
Bxtont of =0.3766° % =0.1307 =0,0464 =0,1202 ~0.0850
Exposure (xyq) (2940  (xz)
Hetworlk 0,580  0.2630 0,326  0.1460 0,0888  0.0495
size(xy,) (Zng)  (3y4) (xg)
tegrae of  0.8000%% 0,0164  0.3356  0.1774  D.0068  0.0777
giég%;wns (x34)  {xg) (zq)
X e

Wb, < » oS

% Sienlfinint st 572
= Gignivicendt at

!

8

It was foumd thet natworik #ize had an epprecisble direck
effoct (0.7630) on level of involvemsnd bub the gup of fts indlect
effects wes relatively lerge (0.3202) owlng to the noderate imf&uamaL
which the degree of relstloashlp (0.1460) chennelled indirectly |
throuch nebwork slgze on the depeadeant werlsble, Jence it can bhe
infered thet vhen the personsl nrtworis comprlise of more number
of individuals thore 18 & llkelihood for grester degree of rels-
tionship to exist emongst the gembers which would inevitably lead

to greatar involvenent.



far
i1
L

& similer outconms wes cbesrved in the case of degres of
relabionship which had p moderete direct effect (7,7164) but 1%
pleo he' & relatively large indirect effeet (2.3%56) through
natvork gize {D.,1774) on the level of involwvement. This clearly
laplics thet degree of rolabtionship smong aemhors 1a & large
network provides greater oprortunity for inwveolvenent of worying
kKind smongst the peabors. Tha poslitive gad signifiocwnt assoclas
tion between notwork size anc degree of relsbtionship{r=0.05743,

p £ 0.01) amply velidates the inferance.

The dlrsct effset of zge wes found o e poderats end

negative («0.,1730) on the lovel of involveaent. Bub Lt hed a
relatively Llorger indirect efleot («2.7513) wvhich wes owing o

tho egmenlebive segublve iiluesace of degpee of pelationshilp
(«0su071) nebori size {(«2:0003) wndlang holéing («-0.06813).
Tharefore the conpounded asgeblve influsace of all thzse wvarisbles
wers Instruasabel for belniing zhout gz silznific:nt wegabive
agsoeiption betwoon s respondents gge end his level of invwoivogent.
Tna resulks ecloarly inply thet older respondants hed relublvely
lowar lewl of involvemenits. Thizs could possibly be dus bto bhe
low degree of pelationshilp bocasuse of s wll personsl nebtvorks

which the older regpondents hed and consrmently limited their

leyel of lnvolyonent,

The sum of tlg indipset effeats of proportlion of informpe
tion seuarces wae found to be substantlal and negetivel{-0,3769)
on the lewel of involvement largely owing to the negutive influence
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of netvork size {«0.1835) snd degree of relationship (=0,1018)
poth of whiah warz found to indirectly channel their influence on
the depondent varieble. Howewer the vnpieble understody did nobt
have say influence as wes svideanl from ite moeazrs direet effect
{»0:046)s Thus from the results it is evident thst proportion of
informetion soarces in the cesv of scheduled cazbs respondents,

¢id not have role on thelr lewvel of involvement with others.

In prder to identify the preadictors which would hest explaln
the verisbles thet influenced the lawl of inwolvemsnt for schadnled
caste respondeants, s stepwlse represzslion was computesd with the
six varliables. The resulbs obbtelned showed thet togather thase
varizbles sccounted for nesyrly 56 pereent of varience in the leveld
of invelwvemsnt, (RZ=0,5677; F=0.569 df 6,30 p< 0.001) with only
lendholding found to be significeat (p < 0.08). BHut on the bosls
of the standard eyror of estlmate snd the coriticsl welus of }' for
eatry or removel of & wvardabls being set at 1.0 thres varlsbles;
Jandhnolding, natwork size and sge agseounted for nesrly 54 parcent
of the variestion in the level of iavolvement, (REs0,85418; ¥F=13.00
af 3,333 p < 0.,001) with lendholding end networksize found to be
significent {p < 0.001).

Therefops the twe sebt of stetistical analysis Indieste theb
ownership of land by schaduled ceobe serves as sn important
detorninent in thelr level of involvament wilth othsers. ¥or as
muoh s 1t enhsnces thelr epononde stebus it glso widens thelr
domain of soclsl interscticon In the villuges, This would invariebly
lead to lsrger netvork size and probably greater degree of relabtlione
ship, eventuslly resalting im high lavel of involvemend.
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Acgulsition of Dewvslooment Prosyamme

Lasplite of the faeot thet the Interrated Jursl Lewelopment
bro reang (L.d.os8.) had already been wider op.rstion for the pusb
8ix years end thore wers some beneflelorles ol the projrame too,
asjority of the people did nobt heve prop-r wad sdecucbe knowlodge
chout the protremue. Lo of the adarposcs of the stady wes f0
ascertain the exfent to which th szlstond comaniesbtion norivork
of ths peoplse was effuetive in the sprewd of inforastion rel: bing
%o the mejor povarty sllevistio. prograrass being implwmwmt@ﬂ‘by

the bloek inclading the ... .P.

In order o Ldsndlily sonms of the indlvidasl end nstrork
verlobl g fiieh ware asefal in coauizition of dewiloynent relebed
AInSoruaction oo varo ordey arrrelebion vos ecompated bebween the
vordabloes congidersd da tho stucy wng the iInforantion acoouisibion
geocre for bthe four e atorlos ol respondeqts o Jebirxing the nobure
of thulr wareoloetion,  Thop effter tho zi-nliiceatly sssoaluted
vuriaslos of th four ceb gories o respondents wwrassiegbsd and
subjectad Yo o omultivoriete puth enelysis. Thoe selacted veriables
served o indepeadent wverdasblug wnd the inforastion segquisition
scors o8 the dependent verleble., This was done bto find out tha
sxbent of influsnce the selocitad Individizl snd network verlsblos
hed on bhe inforaztion segulsition soove. 4 stapwise regression
prinlyels was carrvied out with the sede seb of verlebles from 2ach
cabegory of respondents to identlfy the vest predictor verishles.

Thls was done on the bagis of the standurd error of estimphoe.



The indlvidagl end nobtwori veriablos which were Tound
to be sl niflcently sesoclabted (p < 2.75 and 0.01) with the Informte
tlon gerulsition scora for scch of the Tour cshegorles of respondents

sre prasented in Teble B.

In cese of “obal respendents The fourteen warisbles Tound
to ba sixnificently eascolsted (p < D011 sith the information
seouisition, wera ress medin dsn,y educrtiony socdoe moononle ohitus
sovial participebion, lindholding aaawsgoliﬁ@, axtension agent
gontact, degroe of rolotlonshdp, nz2twork size cnd ogeupuntion,whereas
proportion of infor. sbion sources, dogulty ol webworisy tasto

diversiby oad ore were sl oalficoab &b 723 lowsl of probebility.

The elght wericbles bt chowved gscocistlion with the informa-
tloa Cogalsdtlon for bBho i coste respondoants wers exdension
agnat conteot, soclo-2cononls stobus, cosmepollitensss, mass mediae
uze,&mﬁiul purticelipetion, 2dicstion, nebworid size end Jdegrec of
réluidoashidp g1l of which wope simificent at 0,01 12wl of nrobebie
1ity.

The seven werisbles found *o b2 sssoclsted with the dopendant
verlable in the cuse of bacovard caste respondeants wer: ness medis
uge, edaestion, cosmopolite, snd soclo-economic rtetus sll being
gianificint {p< 0.01), ‘fharezs lnnﬁ,hmlﬂing)rropmrtimn ol dnforma-
tion sourens snd porbicipetion in extonsioa petivities wars signifie

pant sb 0.06 level of probablility.
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Of the seven varisbles in the cape of scheduled caste
respondents, ness medis use, spclo-sconomie status, education,
soclal perticipation end oecupstion wers found to be significent
at 0,01 level of probability. Wherees denesily snd cosmopoliteness
wopre significently sssccistsd at 0.05 lewel of probebility with
the inforsstion scoguisition score.

& review of the deta soroms the four categories of rﬁﬂwmwﬁm¢%a
in the table given sbove, cleprly shows thet mess midie use, aawimW"
soonomle stabua, aﬁm@ahianjw@%m@pﬂlikwn@aw and social pertleipa-
tien emerged ss the five key variecbles which were found to yleld
highly significant (p < 0.21) correlstion coefficisnt with informe
tion veguisition in esch of the four groups of respondents. “hile
nebwork size, and degree of rslebtionship figured strongly in the
ceae of totol and high caste respondentss whersas land %ﬁlﬁiwg amd
propertien of infor-ahicn sources featured in the totel mnd backward
ceste groups. Occupation and density wors the two verisbles found
o bz essoclsted with the inforsstion acquisition in the csse of

total snd schedulsd caste respondents only. Henos from the sbove
results, 1t 1s svidant thst the individuasl verisbles have sn
importent role in the acquisition of information.

The correlstion end path coefficients of the fifteen indivie

duel and networkt wvarisbles of the totel respondents, selected on ‘

“the besis of thelr significent esscelution with the informatlon
&@quiaitién soore are reported in Table ﬁia}.
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The dete revealed that mese medis use whioch had the
strongest assoclation {(r=0.0010, p < 0.01) vwes also sesn to sssert
the largest direct effeet (0.4033) ou the information scquisition
seors. And further it was found to be responsible for indirectly
channelling substantizl ssounts of its influence on the de.cndent
verisble through as nmeny 28 twelve of the selented imﬁ@g@md@nt
veriables., This clearly indloates that uwoe of mese media source
was the key wvarisble in the sequisition of informstion sbout
development progremmes by the rospondents. ‘YWheress from aucapst |
the .netvork indices; ceste diversity (0.1855) cnd to some extent
dagree of r@ﬁ&é&@ﬁ@h&g {0.2852) were found to have an appreciable
ﬂiﬁéat effect on the information sequisition scure of the responde

ants.

pger  The dirvect effect of ege on the information scouisitien
goore wasd very mesgre (0,0030), vharess the tiz of ites indirect
effacts wes found to bo substanbiel and acsgetive («0.1€9). The
gignificant ond negeblve ilndirect effvet of ege was found %o be
channellsd by cess medis uze («0,1130). Thus direct eflect of sge
dild not heve any réeckonghls iufivencs on information aaquisitiwa
probebly becpuse mejority of the respondents who weps old might
not be regulsr users of varlous mcgs media sources, hence the lack

of 1t cavsed the negatlve indirect influence to be directad

throurh Bg88.

Tha direct effects of the thres varisbles soolsl parkiampmw‘
tion {w@.aﬁa&), landnolding {(«0,0888) end ccoupation gwﬁwﬁll%)
vere found Lo be negligivle and negebive o the 1m£$%mmﬁﬁﬁJ¥
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soquisition scoreé., But the significant totsl indirect sffects of
eavh of these three wariables wers chennelled largely through mess
madls use end to some exbent the socio-esonpuic status wers substane
tisl and positive, Thus the influence of these two veriables
offest the negative ef{uote of the thrse above mentioned werisbhles.
It is therefore clesr thet regulayr use of mass mediz sources snd
sdaguabe socio-eoonomic sbtetus sre more lmportant fecbors whieh |
favour the scquisition of informstion then soclel participstien
lendholding snd oscupation. This mey be owing to the fspt theb
‘since the village institutions herdly functioned regulsrly and |
fpiled to be an effective forum for the membors of the vill&gm in
eny kind of development activiiy it resulted in the peor sooisd
participetion of o wsjority (40 percent) of respondents. Likewise
nost of thenm vho had forming o5 thelr occupation poesussed Emm;1
Roldines nd this S0 the prob-ble rosson that cgoupation and lmm@
nolding £<iled bo yield eny spprecisble dirsst effect on the

Cdnforastlon asquisition sgsre.

Sducation: The direct effeat of educstion (0.0968) was nagligible
while 1ts totul affect was substantial (0.4334) which was found to

be eontributed lergoly by maess media vse (0.3130) and sociow
economic status (0.1120). This clesrly indicetes that high lewel
ot formal sducation 1s sidventageous for thoss respondents whe
used mors of mass medis sources for scquiring informetion. They

were algo found to gome fron hizh socio-soonomic stetus,



177
i . The direet effecis of so¢lo-soonouic shatus
(0.1898) on information scquisition wes found to be positive but
it also coantridubed to the dependent vmriabl% mopre substantislly
through mass media use (0.3073) vhich chennelled 1ts influence
indirectly. Therafore a high soolow-sconomic status 1s on essentlisl

prersquislte which provides the favourable condition for individusls
motivating thea to explore the possibilities of benefitting from |

acquiring such inforuzation in some way or the othar.

The raspondents in genersl had low cosmopolibensss

yvet it wes found to express s sitrong sgsoclstion with the informstion
acguisition score (r=0.4370, p < D.01)s I® slso yielded a

moderate dirsct effect (0.1378), Sut cosmopoliteness was seen to
conbribute indirectly through acss medie use {(2.1880). This .

cleerly indlcstes thet cosamopolitoness conszlsting meinly of visits

to the Block Offise and other development associobed institutions
like Banks' ete. doss help indirectly in sogquisition of information.

The extension agent contact wes wvery poor
with the people in the villsge, ite direct effect on the lnformstion
acquisition scora; though positive was negligible {(0.0504); but

its indirsct effect was substantisl (0.3327) meinly through mass
nedia use (0,1910), moammpaliﬁ&nawﬁ (2. 0918}, socio-egonomic status
{0.0886) and less substentlally owing to soclel participstion

© (0.0808), This elearly indicatos thet the sxtension sgent contact
sontributed indirectly to the informeticn scguisition score of onldy
those respondents vho wers found te be soclally influﬂnﬁiﬁl; uging
- more of mass medis a@nraaag had high sociowegonomic status, end
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cosmopolitensss and ware elected members of the village penchayszt
mnd cooperative scoelety. This faet conforme to the findings of
severel of the eerlier studies which highlight thisz change sgent
preferantisl contect with only the influential fow in the villsge.

Paspite the significent diresct effect of mass medin
use on the information aoguisition score (D.4082) it wes slsc indirecs
tly econtributing through socis-sconcmic ststus (0,1213) end edussation
(0.0780)s This clearly brings to light the fect that the individuels
in %h%‘V1llﬁ$% who have higher soclo-tconomlic stabus, formal wﬁu@&w‘
tlon and ma&mmﬁmlihnwam gnd generally considersd ss the 'elite’ had
the advantege of wsing more mass medls sources snd soquired more

information sboubt the development programmes snd thus monopolised

on the Informution 20 geined.

soth these wvarlables weps found to have very negligible direct
affects on the sequisition of informetion (0,0441 znd 0.0028),
whaprsas ﬁhey&gggétivaly lerge negetive indirect effects contributed
mainly by mass medie use (=D,1033, snd «0.0785) which chennellsd
itg negutive Iinfluence through the btwo verisbles under ﬁﬁuﬁy on the
information soquimibtion score, This clearly indicstes thet in
persongl networks comprising of fewer nembers who hardly use mness
wedls sources for scaquisition of information tend to depend more
on their primery scurces of inforastion within thelr networks. Hence
the lesser use of mass medla sources by the members in a network

is conssquently responsivle for its indirect negstive influence on
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the Iinformation seguisition zeore,

Hetuwork gize: The direct effedt of network size on the informetion
sequislition score was negative (-0,1306). However its total indirect
effeot (0.4262) vas positive and substantisl which was owing meinly
to the positive indirect influence of mass media uss (0,1477) and
degree of relatlonship (0.1107) ¢channelled through network size on
the informstion score which offset the negutive influence of the
variable. It csn therefore be concluded that number of asmbers in
e network ls not so important, insbesd the regulay use of mase media
sources, degrae of relationship end to some extent the ocmste dﬁvaraié
smong the netvork menbers (0.0847) eontribute more in the aoquisis
tion of information. |

Dengity of network: It wes found %0 have a negative snd small
(«0.0863) direct effect on the information scquiszition scors, tub
the sum of its totsl indirect effects wes slso negetive snd relatie
valy lerger («0.1360) theh ite direct effects. Hass medim use
(«0,0943) snd ceste diveraity (=0.0848) were found to be responsible
for contributing their negetive infliuence indirectly through netweork
gize on the informabtion scquisition score., This meens that in

small netvworks where mesbers heve more interactionsl linkage amonget
themselves but do not uss much of mess media sources and lack

ceste diversity between themselves, they tend to hawe less knowledge

sbout the dewwlopment programmes.

‘ 2t It wes found to have a direct effect (0,1P88) on
the information sequisitlon score, therefore if o personal network

had rm&aﬁivmlg nore members comprising of other caste and a8 well as
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had grester degres of interrazletionship between themselwes 1t
would probebly be edventageous in scquiring 'mmm information.

kegres of relationship
effect (D.1682) on the informstion scquisition score but it elso
hed an apprecisble total indirect affect (0.1247) which weas Tound

to be contributed indirectly by mess nedlis use (0.1286). Therefore
together both the auwt and indirect offects of degree of wm&‘iﬂm?
ship were responsible for ite significent ssazceietion. (r=0,2809,

p < 0.01) with the inforastion sequisition score. This ilmpliss
that just ap much 25 degres of relationahip belwsen members in a
M*@mr%& is lamportent in acoulsition of faformation s wmmwly

The degree of relationship had s direct

regalsr use of nmess medla source by emch of them i slso sn sdventage
for acquiring prover informution snd btogether thepe Tactors provide
an opportunlity for discussing snd clarifying information sboub

matbters of common intersst.

In order to understend the oversll outcome of the sbovs
gnalyeis nope explicity, = mulbiple rogression wes cosputed with
the game set of sslected wveriebles, and the result showed that
the fifteen varisbles taken btogethar sccounted formearly 48 pergent
of the variation (R®=0,4753, F=G,611 df 15, 134, p < 0.01) and only
mass medis use was found to be signiflcant ($=3.006, p £ 0.001).
But to [ind out the best predictors stepwise regression wes computed,
getting the oritical velue of ¥ as 1.00 for entry and removel of
variables ab each step in the regression snelysls. The resuld
as reported in Table 6 (b) showed thet only four varizbles mess
- medis use, cosmopolitenssa, caste diversity asnd wwmim, salected
. a0 the bssis of the stendard error of estimate, sccounted for merely
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40 percant of varience on the informetion mﬁq&i@ih&@ﬁ BOOPR
(R%=0,4083, F=08,197 4f 4,145, p < 0.0001) 2nd sgsin only mess
media use wes found bo be highly significent {(p < 0.0001).

Thug with both the path and regression anulysis ylelding
similar outcomes it cen be concluded that use of mass medis sources
such as the locsl newspaper, radlo snd television to some extend
can be made a sore sffective chunnel for dissemineting information
uniformly emongst the rursl population in gensrel rether than
depanding upon interpersonsl locelits sources. This would perticu-
lurily reduce the scope for informstion being monopolized by the
influentiel persons in the villege. *hils in terms of network
indices, caste dlversity amonget the members end greater dagrea of
reletionahip botween them might provide s betber chance for
informetion of specifisc ncture o be acouired more essily snd

aeffectlively.

In the cmse of high ceste respondents the cnwrwlatidn‘anﬁ
path coeffivlents of elght ladividugl end network veriebles selscted
on the besis of their signifilcunt sssoclstion with the informetion
scquisition score is reported in Teble 7(s).

The dats from the sbove tzble revesled that extension agonk
aontaat register:d the laprgest significent direct effect(0.4427)
on the information acgumaitimn seore, ‘hereas Llis totel Indirect
- affeod (ﬁ»ﬁlﬂﬁ}; conbtyrivuted meinly by the indireet influence of
. sociowsoonomic status (0,7150) was instrumentsl for bringing sbout
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a8 strong essoclastlion between exteneion sgent comtect snd the
information asquisitien saore, (r=0.65921, p £ 0.01). Tne results
clearly isply that thoss high csste respondsats who hed high
soclo~economic status and wwgui&rly used mags mediz sBources, wers
Tound to have the sdvantmge of greater extension sgent eontaek
wvhigh ensbled them to sequire information about the dewvelopment
programmes more ewsily, similer findings heve been reporitsd in
sevaral of the @mmli@r studies s well.

Sogloeton; Bbabuszs The &imaab effect of wmaimm@ammmmia ﬁtataw
(mmm; waa both positive snd significent (p £ 0.08), However
ite %ehml indireet effect (0,2718) wes also found to be large owing
to the indirsct effeots of extension agent contact {0.0807) end

mess medis use (0,1678) which ware chennellsd throuzh socioe-agonomie
status on the information ecguisition score. Thug the rasulis
indicete thet soclio-oponomic stabus of the respondent iz both
negesgary and sdvenbageous in sconiring information bsgpuse by
virtue of their higher statuz they heve a convanient egewss bo the
bloek end other development sgency personnaels mmd are also @r@far@d
by extension sgents, Moreover regular use of unpss medis ﬂmura@a,
¢lso keeps them better informed end aware of various aspecis thet

ig covered by the loesl newspapsr or rajle through its regionel

PrOEYamnes.

_fducation

The data in the cbove table shows that though cosmopolitbe,
gsonial pertiolpation and sduceilon were found to be posltively
“‘ spsoeleted with the information ecquisition score, esch of them
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had & negative and negligible direct sffects {(w0,377, =0.1464 and
~0.0392) on it, Bub however each of them were found to have positive
end substantial total indirect effects 0,885 0,6776 and 0,5667 -
contributed meinly by extension sgent contast, sgoclo~sconomio atatus
end masg medle use which indirectly channellsd their positive
influence through cosmopolitensss, scclal participation and education.
In the process the negative effects of the latter mentioned verisbles
weprs offset, Therefore exbtension agent contset, am&i&«meﬁmmmia

shtatus and regular use of mass medis sources wers more importent
fackors in scguiring informmbion, them the three wvarisblss undep

study which insteed contributed indirectly end hsd®supplementery role

e diract effect of uess medie use(D.N356) wes
positive but morginelly less then 1ts total indirect effect(0.3022).

Soclow=gconomic status (H.73858) und extension sgent contect (0.2268)

wape foind to complement the efféct of the mess medis use in the

pogquisition of informetion by conbtribubing their influsnce indirectly
in almost equel megnitude. This reaffirms that thome pespondents

who hed high soclo-zconomic stetus, had higher extension sgent |
contact and were found to use more mess medle sources which probably

helped them %o know more sboub the progremies.

Hetwork size: The totel indirect effect of network size on the
information moquisition score, wes found to be pogitive and
gubstantinl (0.4440) with extsnsion zgent contact (0.2078) and
degres of relstionship (0.7013) being the mejor contributing
factoras seen to direct their effects through network size snd in
the process offset its negablve and relatively weugre direct
'wrtaan‘c*@.aavV) on the information sequisition scors, This mesnt
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thet extension sgent contact snd greater degree of relationship
vetween the members were indirsctly more importent in scquiring

the informebion from one snother in m network than that of its
slge, The above outeoms finds furthop velidetion when degree of
relationship wae found to have substentiel direct effeet{D.3028)
which wes far more lerge than its todel indirect affect (2.0308).
Therefore in terms of the nebtwork festures snd the extent of thelr
role in soguliring more informssticon the degres of int@r~ral&%i@nahiy‘
iz s wery laportent intorpersonal factor tnaﬁ halpe 1in th@‘mrmnwm
m&gaiﬁm of ﬂmfawwatiaﬁ poonzet the msmbers in o nebtwork.

The sbove results olzarly show thet hizh capte respondents
hed greater sxtonsion agent contszobt which helped them to have
first hend knowladze and detzlls sbout the dewelopment programme.
tnd by virtue of their high socio=oconoasic status angd usge of
uore ness wedia soarces they were gwar: of the development programne
moye then thet of the other caste groups. ile amongset their
networs others, the degree of releationshlp wes tha sole factor
which wes instrumentel in the disseainstion of informstion.

The stepwise regression anwlysls with the seme set of
varisbles, presented in Table 7(b) showed that the four veriablen,
sxtenglon sgent conteat degres of relationship, uass medla use and
soaio~econonmic 8batus were the best predictors accounting for
asbout &7 ?mra&nt of the varlence on informetion auerﬁ,CHﬁWD.E714,
¥=11.663, df 4,35, p< 0.001) with extenslon sgent conteat,
and degree of reletionship being significant (p < 0.08). whérﬁaﬁ
togéther the elght verisbles ezplained 58 percent (R®=0,5877,
FaBy411, 4f 3,31 p < 0.001) with none of the varisbles found to
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be significant (p < 0.05).

Hepoce 1t osn be concluded on the basis of the results frouw
the two met of snalysls, that beceuse of th&ir higher soaic-economic
status the high ceste respondents had the sdventsge of more extension
agent gontect which helped them dirsctly in scquiring detsiled
information sbout dewelopment progremmes. This however was furthsr
complemented by their regulsr uvs of mess medip sources, such as

mmes in genersl. and apert

locel newapaper and reglonsl radio progre
from this the r@l@tivwly grovter degree of reletionshlp muongst
the members in the personsl nebtwork of hizh casts respondents
fasiliteted the diffusion of information to others most of whom
comprised of relstives anid friends of their own caste,

¥ s 4o Y W
g ﬁ-’ ot S

fLiclents of Inforastion scouisition of the Bagkward

The correletion and path coefflelents of the eight varisbless
with laforastion acquisition scors of buckward caste respondents

are raported in Tsble a{a).

The dats reported in the sbowe t&bi@ show thet use of
wess media souress hed the lergest dirsot effect (0.3451) on
pcquisition of informsbtions, It was mlszo found to have en appreci-
able indirect influence (0.2R7%4). Thus it is clear thut reguler
use of mass medis sources halps in the asguisitlon of information
sbout development motlivitiss, T™is wes perticulsrly sdventageous
in the case of those baokward cmste respondents vho hed grester
awmmmymlitaﬁawa snd higher lewvel of educsbion, since these tvo
sbtributes were fomd to complement the benefit of using mess msdie
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spurces more effectively.,

1t It was found thet cosmopolitsness had a significant
direct effeot (0.2641) on megquisition of informstion, elthough
there wes a moderate indirect ianflusace of the werilecle (0.14935)
through =88 medis use (D.1941). Hence it 1ls evidsnt that greater

cosmopoliteness when complemented by regular use of mass medis

sources is helpful in seguisibion of information.

pndholddngs, The tobal lend cwned by = respondent was fo.nd to
have s direst affect (0.13%6) on ecquisition of information. It is
evident therefors that those backward caste respondents who had
l&rg@r landholdings msy heve hed the resources such as treansitors,
hed higher lewel of sduestion vhich helped them to scquire more

informetion.

Eduestioni The level of formel edusation had & moderste direct
effect (D.1463) on scquisition of information but ite indirect
effsct was substantisl (0.3083), largely through use of mess media

sourcas(D.2553),

The inference dravn from the results is that use of mess
medie sources for scquiring loformation wap probably done by ihose

vho had higher level of educabion.

Despite the fact that soclo-sconomic stetus had s signifi.
cant sssoolation {p<m.01)‘with the Information ad%uiaitian BCOYE 3
| it hed o negligible ond negative dlrect effect (-0.0631), Bub
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it wes found to have g substentisl and positive indirect effect
(0.4601) on segquisition of informstion largely contributed by
masg medis sources {0.2734) landholding (0.,1209) snd amﬁmupmlitau
ness{0, 1008), thereby offsetting the negative affect of socio-
economic status. It thersfore lmplies that attributes such as,
régular use of mess medla sources, lerger lancdholding greater
cosmopolitences (which few of the backwerd caste respondenis
possessed) wers move importent in acquisition of inforamstion than
- the socloesconomic gtalus per se,

dpps It was found theb age hed a very negligible diraﬁt influence
on agquisition of informstion (0.0148) however ite indirect effect |
vas substantisl snd negetiva (=2,1881). This wes mainly owling to
the negative influsnce of mass modie usze(«0.1563) end corsopolibt.
ness (=0.003C) which were chennelled indirectly through sge on
geguisition of ianformebdion. The results laply thet other wvariables
remelning constent, sge did not have any effoct on scquisltion of
information in the cese of backward caste respondents. This mey
probably be dus to the faet that mejority of the backward casbe
respondents happen to be in the middle bo old sge, it is quite
pogsible that they hed reletively low moss medis use and cosmopolilte
nesg wnich limited thelr wocess to information.

The proportion of informction sourges from smpngst the
n@twark,mmmbars of baokwerd gaste respondents wes found to have
@ mesgre end negative direct effect on gegquisition of information
(«0y D144} ‘But it hed & substantinl and negative indirect
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effect (=0,20081) primerily yielded by mess medis use (»0.1409)

and cosmopoliteness («0.1847). The negative influence of each of
these varisbles when cempounded, indirectly contributed %o the
negetive associsbtion bebtween the wvarieble under study and ihe
information acquisition scops, (p®-0.2435, p { 0.08). This clearly
implies that proportion of informetion sources did not heve &
reckonsble direct effect on sdquisition of information. The lesser
use of mass awdiz spurces and the lack of cosmopolitensss snd formal
aduoation smong the backward ceste pespondents ls undarstood to
serve s fectors that limit scquisition of information sbout develop-

aent progremmes in particular.

Pata concerning the perticipation in extension setivitiles py.,
the sbove teble show thet the variebls hed a substentizl negative
direct effect(~0.3433) on acquisition of information pr@#@nh& a
rether wnusuel resalt, This thw?@far@, necesslistes a8 clarification
whiech would explain such an snomsly on besls of the factuasl
informetion sboub the existent situastion which ware aﬁ‘fﬂllﬂW@t

i) participation in extension scbivitiss for whleh the respondsnts
were messured asgainst wers primurily conducted by the
institutionel sgency other then the Block.

i1) the major emphesis of the extension sctivities were related
to the adoption of lmproved sgricultursl snd snimsl hu&hmnﬂry ‘
practices by smell snd wmerginsl farmers rather than the
I.8.D.P. compenents vhich were mainly directed to industrial
and ﬁmﬁll business snterprises, |
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111) In the sres of study the backwsrd esste respondents were
numerigelly more (38 percent) then the respondents of the
other two sests groups individually, that hed participsted
in verious extension sotivities. Apsrt from this most of
them hed farming as thelr msin ocoupation henge found the
agricultural related programes more bensficisl then that
of the I.R.D.P. for whiech they expressed reservebiom
begmse of the procedursl delays snd umnneccusary hwm%u&
by offielels,

Thus from the above stated fects 4% is evident vhy the
participation In extension sotivities exhibited a significant
negative influence with reapest to essquisition of knowledge eboud
the ongoing development programmes, Henoe the owrall result
im suggestive of the faet thet in order %o make any kind of develope
ment activity secepteble by the msjority of the slientels it |
mugt bve becked by @ well plamned paskage of extension gobivities,
sugh that these sre dirscted towards ensbling the benefiviery to
understend and sinmplify every aspegt of the programme, this would
probably ensure greater particlpation.

In order to ildentify the best predictors from anongst the
set of elght varisbles s stepwise regression was computed. The
results as reported in Teble 3(b) show that together the eight
veriables secountsd for nesrly 48 percent of the verlation in the
{nformation sequisition score(R®=0.4962,F=6.8518, 4f 8,64; p £ 0,001).
But on the basis of the standard error of sstimate enly mvwmma
wass medls use, mms.patﬂm in extension sotivitles, ammp&i@
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Asgresslion coalf{iclents of the selected variables, figures in

parentheses are the Btandard Zrrop
L4 2o

e
ﬁa xa xlﬁ xm

T = 1,38 ¢ 0,1761 + 0.0802 o 0.3039 + 0,1450
{0.1172) (0.,03871) (0.1088}) (0.,0058)

snd landholding vwhich howewver vas negligible had collectively
a@awunﬁﬁﬁ for m%wu& 47 pergent of the wari&mﬁm i1 the ﬁﬁp@mﬁﬁm%
wmmm mﬂw@.wm, F=18,900, 4f 4,68, p < 0.001).

Henee the results of the two set of statistlosl anelysis
vellidates the fact thab reguler use of mess medlis gources and
cosmepoliteness ware helpiul in seguiring informabion about dsvelops
ment progresues, especlelly in the case of those baskvwerd ceste w
regpondents who slsc wers found to poszes adequete lend whigh

sppurently enhancsd thelr scoolo-egonomic status in gensyals

The correlatlon end path coefiielente of the sewven significant
variebles with information scquisition saopre of scheduled caste
respondents are reported in Teble 9{s).
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Data reported in the Ceble show that uge of mass medis
sources hed the largest direot effect (0.3704) om informstion
scquisition scores, it wes further found that scoioweconomic status
chennelled substantisl indirect effect (0.2550) throuzh mess msdie
use. This Indicates that high socio-economic status promotes

greater use of different mess media sources resulting in grester
soguisition of inforamation.

Sogig-acononic atetus: The acclo-econsmic status wes found to heve
aquel megnitude of direct (0.3074) ss well as indirect sffect
(0.3188) on mequisition of information through mass media use
(Oﬁﬁfa%)u‘ This wvalidates the esrlier {inding that respondents

who hed higher soclo-sconomio stetus heve greater scoesg S0 mass
medla sources for acquliring information vhich contributed to their

knowledge about development programms.

Sociel periicipetion: The direot effect of scaisl partiocipation
wos found to be of relatively lower magnitude (0,1033), but indirech
effect channelled through it is quite substential {(0.4264). Scolow
economle status(D.1944) end mess medis use(0.1817) made major
contribution to this indireet effect. This reiterstes the fsot

that higher socioseconomic steatus snd reguler use of megs media
sources wers fayr mopre useiul in acoulring Informetion by few of

the scheduled caste paspondents, Hewertheless by virtue of thelr
megberahly in the village peaochayat and cooperstive gocledy it

did eneble them to have greater access to infcrmaticu‘about develop-

nent programmes.
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The date revesgl thet sducsetion(D.0074)
and oscupetional status (~0,0633) of the scheduled cmste respondents,
had very n@g&ig&blﬂ direct effects on soquisition of informatiocn.
But on the awmtraxy they wers found to have substantisl indirect
effects (0.6180 end D.8012) which wes largely contributed by mess
motin use (0,7964) snd soclowocomomic abatus (D,2792). Both these
verigbles were together rosponsible fop directing lerge smount of
thelr positive influence which conscquently resulted in their
contributing to the significent association (p < 0.01) between
edugation sad ogoupation with the information soquisition seore.
Henga %h& foregone results olearly ilaply that regular use of wass
mﬁ@ia gources snd socio-sconomic status were the key f&aﬁorﬁ‘whimh
helped in acguigition of informetion rether then the lewl of
education and occupstion stetus. Such an oultcome is evident since
mefordty ol the respondents of this community were iflliterate snd
enguged &8 monusl labourers, thus the two varisbles under study
would obviocusly not exhibit any apprecisble influence on the

dependent varisble.

1o} The diprect effeat of goamopolitences op acaunigition
of information wes moderste (0.1369), whereas it was found to heve
relatively larger indirect effeact (0.1975) contributed by mess
medis exposure {(0.1138) on the informetion scquisition gggﬁg. This
implies that reguler use of mass medla source btogether/cosmopolite-
ness does help significently in aequiring informstion relating to

development prograomes.

Gwﬁnﬁér‘&nh%ractianal linksge between the members in a

f\‘p@ﬁ%ﬂmk was found to have a negative direct effect {~0,1298) on
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sequisition of ldformetion. Ite indirect effsct vhich was more
than the direct effect wes else of & negatiw nature (-0.0182).
This wes nainly owing to the compounded negative influence of
soglosecononle status («0.0702), mass medis use (-0,0841) and
soclial pertlcipation («0.0847) which was indirectly chamnelled
through density snd topgother were lnstrumentsl in affeciting a
significent negative sssociation betwsen the two varisbles undey
 study,

Therefore the inference that can be drawn from the results
disgussed above, is that networks which comprise of m@mh@ﬁa whie
ara low in their scclo-sconomic stabtus and scecisl parbicipation,
snd hardly use sny mess noedia sources le largely respongible in
limlting thair access to Information. And more so vhen a nebwork
conprising of such meabers has grester density it would invmmiﬁb&y‘
meke 1h difficuld for them to weaulre adenuste informabtion.

In order to identify the best possible predictors for sequirin

information in the case of scheduled caste rospondents, maltiple

regression with the seven voriesbles wes computed and it wes found

= i B e

that together the set of warlables asgcounted for nsarly 54 percent
verimee, (R2 = 0.5409, F=8.061, df 7,29, p < 0,00L) with none of ¢He

varisbles being significent, But on the besis of the standard
error of estimate in sbepwiss regression, as presented in Table
9(b) the four verisblesz, mass media use,soclo. economic status,
soclsl participetion end cosmopoliteness, were found to be the
‘best pomﬁibx@ predictors in scquisition of informebion. ?@g@thar‘
these verisbles scoounted for elmest the same magnitude of
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varisncs, (R%=0,5483, F=0.711 6&f 4,32, P < 0.001) with mess
madis use beling the sole werieble which wes found te be signilicant
{p < 0.08),

Since the results of the twm sets of statisticel analysis
wore or less congurs with eech other it cean be concluded that
regular use of mass medis sources partioulerly by those scheduled
sesbe respondents who had such persongl attributes as high aaﬁi@m
economic status, grester socisl participation in village institu.
tons snd were more cosmopolite,had the advantags of grestar agcess
to information sbeut development programmes.

in bvwrmlm sppreiasal of the resulbs show that use of mems
medie sourcss, cosmopolilsness and higher socio-economic shebus
emorged as the key factors which helped in sequiring iaformstion
akout development programmes in genepsl. And apert from ﬁh&mf ﬁa*wé
wers gertsin other varisbles that were found to be complementery in
the process of informetion sequisltion., Caste diveraity smongst
the mewbers in en individuals p@rﬁmami network was beneficisl in
the case of totul respondents., Wheress extension sgent sonbact
end degree of relationship was evident among the high caste rmupumﬂe@
And participation in villsge institutions on the part of soms of |
the scheduled custe respondents was sdvantageous to some aiﬁﬁnﬁ
in ssquiring the neceesary information shout the wverious asapects
ralating %o develorment programmes,



88 slmost every activity erucial to 1t, is eithber informa

related or dependent in some waye Development related information
often bescomss proprietory and is ususlly prevented from diffusing
easlly becanse of the sconomie value asgpovleted with it for the

the part of most persons in the village.

It iz therefore necessary to understand the vf“ﬂmf‘f~wwww»w?fﬁ
tion pattern end ildentify the interpersons] fsctors which woild %ﬁg
instrumentsl in determining the flow of development related
iaformation smongst the people snd reduce the disperiiies in the
lewsl of information smongst the differsnt segmenis of the vwillage
population. For this purpose the socisl network mmalysi@ has heen
chosen to study the existent pattern of interpersonsl commanics-
tion in s village based on soolsl relationship linkege amongst
the persons sad the nature of their intersction. For intersctionsl|
content differs secording to the relationsl bond the persons have
with others in their sgmial settings. 6ammnn&catian ahar&erﬂ |

gonstlitutes the mejor Eﬂhatﬂnﬂﬁ of the walatianahip bmtwm@@ the
meuwbers in & network. And as socisl relationships channel the
manidation, terefors interrelationships mmg#ﬁ;%mﬂ

\jmmmharu n ﬁ,ﬁaaia& network is symﬁgwmaﬁﬂt@ the ammmﬁ&i&iﬁiwa‘

yxamaaa @f GO
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network which ultimstely governs the flow of information of
common Interest between them snd others in their sooisl setting.

Therefore the notion of aa@iu14nntmmrk manamptwaX1$@d for
the study is founded on the temants of the social exchange ﬁhmaéy;
vhere the concept of reeiproeity iz the core of the ltheory that
relates between materlsl flow end scolsl relatlonz. Hence the
underlying postuliation of the study is that, 'the network of soctsl
relationships %aﬁwwau th@ menbers in a vlililege, constitutes the

*www¢mwm&¢uaamw¢mmumtmt, whers informstiom on diverse subjects
and Maﬂawwata fawma the basis for intersetion. ind the nsbure of
ﬁuniaz axuhxqu 1ntarnmﬁian among the members determines the
gomposition and form of interpersonsl yeletionship in ths network,
the charscteristice of vwhich sre mtsssurzd by selected network
indices’, As these indices sre assumed to assess the potentisl
that the reletlonal festures have for Information inpubt through
varying levels of involvement, It slso helps te sseertein the
extent and type of information to vwidoh the meanbers have s agCcess
from such relstionel ties. Providing a betier perspective for
examining the rationsl for the soolal exchange snd the rules end
atruetural factors vhich regulate the participents snd the content
of information in the communieation process in n stratified social
system, such a&s that vhich exists in the villages of Indies

GConsidering tn@rarare the importeance of Information in ‘
development, the present study entitled, “Patiern of Rural Qammmniwm
tione- A Soolsl Hetvork Analysis®, vas ylunnaﬁ'witn the broad
objective of explering the sxistent pattern of communicetion in

‘& village.
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The specific objectives of the study sre:

1. To find out the scoio=personal profile of the villagers
on the basis of selected varisbles. |

29 To deseribe sand compare the interpersonsl commanication
stracture sccording to the network indices of sctivity,
Piversity end Densily.

Be To sgcertain the relationship of the individusl snd nebwork
varisbles with the Level of Involvement in eagh of the
three caste waﬁﬁgpry‘mf raspondents.

L™ Te deteraine the relative infliuence of the network sad
indivicual verisbles on informstion sequisition sercss the
three caste group of respondents.

A vhole willage spproech was sgdopted for investigabtion
keeping in view the nsbure sad objective of the study. Pelpur thas,
g malticaste village in Chekka Block of Allshabad distriet in
Ubtar Pradesh was the loocale for the purpose. Orientation of the
soolal network is, used synonymously with "interpersonsl network,
conpriesing of those persons with vhom the respondent maintsins s
personal end regular communication links. Personsl interview of
the mein deelsion mesker in & household with the help of = strustured
interview schedule was the principsl method of date @allaetiqga
Data were analysed by wﬂiﬁg suitable statistiesl technliquées. \kk
sumsary of he results obtained is presented in this chapter.
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Z followed by laboursrs in both the non fars snd
agricultural category.
The land ownershlp pebiesn eosprised of mainly smgll snd

w%m uwp&w erste respondents were significmntly higher
thaq{gguggm other casie respondents in torms of thoir
soglo-econonic stetus, lend holding, ocoupation, seccisl
participetion,; level of education and family type whare
most of them wers found to be from joint Temily background.

Similarily the beckward gesste respondents weps relatively
better of then the scheduled easte with respsat to teir
gocio~economic status, ocoupation and size of holdings.,

SR CRCLON a0 Brbernglon

In genaral the people had low eztension agent contsct end
cosmopolliteness and were found to have poor partieipsation

in extension spetivities. UHowewur they were aversge in

thelr use of mass wedis souress.

Inverisbly the high ceste membsrs ussd nsss medin sources
WOTe rﬁguiariy\ﬁn& had graater extension agent contact.
Backward cusbte respondents had more participstion 1@
extension zotivitiss then compered to the other casie
groups. And when compsred to the scheduled ceste res: At
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they had the significant adventaege of having grester
axtension agent @wnt&aﬁ, were mmww‘amwmmwmli&m and regalar
in their unee of mess media seurce, partioulerly the redioc.

The backwsrd easte respondents had relstively more of theiyr
nebwork members as thelr primsyy source of informabion
than compayed to the higher and seheduled caste respondenin.

The high easte respondents were Tound to have significantly
neds and knouledge '

The patbtern of commniloation existent in the village had
the folleowing cheracteristies,

In general, the individusls had smell personsl networks
eomprieing of few menbers with vhom they had wmore frequent
intersabions and avercge lewel of inwlvement. Diversity
smonget the network members wes found to range bebwesn
sversge to low in terms of relational tiez, caste occupss
tion and edugational status. And although thers wes &
high density of communicmtion links between the network
nembers, the degree of reletionship amongst them was low.
The distinguishing features of the high csste respondents
was that their personsl networks were of medium size, they
ned less frecuent contacts end there was significansly
greater degree of relabionship amongst their network

- WMW#
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Whersas the scheduled esste respondents personal networks
though smaller in size, had & significent caste and
oocgupstionsl diversity betwean their petwork mewubers py
ammd to the other caste group respondsnts.

patwowle yardahl s s
Degres of relationship mad network gize, in general wsre
found to have o positive mond significant sssocistion(p < D.01)
with the lewvel of inwvolvement on the besie of their serow

dor correlation. Caste diversity was also feund to
axprees a similar relatlonship with the exception of only
the scheduled ceste group respondents.
Groater denslity of commmication links amongst the mesmbera
in a network snd more fregquent contaois with them was ohserved,
to nave a slgnificant bub negabtive norrsliation with -mm
level of lavolvement in the ease of total snd beekward
rogpondente, Wheress the velationel diverasity in both these

groups expressed s significent association (p < 0.0L).

Age, proportion of network nembers as primsry source of
information snd the extent of exposure, in the gase of total
backward and scheduled caste group of respondents, were
found to have & significant negative relationship with the
level of involvement, |

Fenily type in the gese of higher and haskward gaste group
of respondents wes found ta‘expraaa a signifiomnt sssogine
tion with the Levwel of Involvement (p < 0.08). |
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18.

Bla

B8

In general 1t was observed thal when there is caste
diversity smong the memberz of en individuael's personal
network, the degree of relatienship sad density were found

plgy an influsntisl role in determining the type of sociael
agaged in, between themselves.

The infimence of Gegres of relstiomship in determining the

level of Anvolvement whioh they have with members of other

tinélBly evident in the osse of high saste

respondents .

However in the csse of buckward sad scheduled saste mmpmﬁ?
personal networks, it was the degree of relationship and
density of network which influensed the levwsl of involvement
they engsged in with their network members.

Besides the influence of degrea: of relationship between the
woembers in a network youngeyr sge end caste diversity in
generel provides s greatsr scope for lewl & involvement.
Whereas higher dengity smongst the members in a network

tends to limit their level of involwement., This is more
evident in the cese of smell personsl netvworks. Together-
these four varisbles accounted for about 39 pereent of
variatlion on the lswvel of involvesent. |

In the csse of higher casbe respondents, the Jjoint femily
background had sn spprecisble negetive influence on their
level of involvement. Apert from this the degree of |
relationship, oocupatlionsl ad caste :jdz.ww:i.ﬁy slso influen

thely lewel of involvement.



28.

28,

pide

gcheduled caste respendents with the wenm

bers of other caste
groups in their network. This invariably econtributed to
the incresse in size of their personsl networks af‘ﬁmrﬁiwuw

‘ w variables, the individwael pearesae

soonomic status, level of formel edusabicy < EBXES .
cosmopolliteness end soclel perticipetion were found to be
ugeful in scquiring information shoud development programs
since these werliables were very significantly sssoeclated

(p £ 0,01) with the informstion score of the respondents in

general.

In the gase of higher caste respondenis the other wverisblesy
which displayed s significent relationship with the acquisie
tion of information, were extension agent conteet, network

gize and degree of relationship between the nstwork mmﬁb@rmm

gize of holding snd cccupstion in the cese of bankwarﬁxﬁnd
scheduled csste respondents respectively wers foumd to ﬁ# \
helpful in scquiring information sbout development pragramawﬁ
Whereas greaber prapartiaﬁ of network members es primery
sources of infnrmutimn anﬂ dengity in the case of beokward
and scheduled esste respondents respeotively wers aﬁan‘ta

heve & negetive correlation with their information acquisitic
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b In general the influence of the yegular use of wass medis
sources, higher socio-economic stetus snd cosmopolitensss
emerged as the primery fectors which helped in ecguiring
informstion sbout the dsvelopment Drogremses.

£8. By wvirtue of thelr higher mocio-sgonomic status the upper
pnts hed the sdventage of greater extension ‘
agent contast ensbling them to sseauire more mwmm, awa
the development progremmes than the other gaste group |
respondents., 'The yelatiwely grester degree of relationship
semongst the members in their nebvwork was also | rumantal

in acqguiring informetion.

- However in the case of the besckwerd ceste respondents theiy
individual charscteristics of regular use of mass medis
gourse and greater cosmopolitensss were movs beneficiel in
scquiring information then any of thelr network verisbles.

30. Apsrt from the use of mass media sources, the participation
in villege institutions gy few of the scheduled caste
reaspondents was to some extent found useful in sequiring
information of development programues in more detalls.

Conglusion |

An oversll appraisgl of the results strongly valldates the
proposition that the type of soolsl exchange or intersction "‘vin a
sogial Wl&ﬁi@mm@ betwean persons is primerily governed by W
mmmss.w of thelr ssacclabion w:l.’eh one snother is m&v W@Fm-
lated in the snalysis of the relstionsl features whish




individusls in » sociel network. Farther greater homogenity
smongst the membors or density in e network Limits the input of
information since it restrictas the type of \amm exchanges particas-
larly in smell personal networks. Consequently the non natwork |
variasbles pleyed a more importsnt role in scquisition ef informstion
about mbm wirieh were externazl to the socisl setiings of the
village people than compared o the network indices in gensral.

Tharefore from the point of view of extension, it clesrly
indicstes m&mmummmmmmafm mﬁéﬁm -
pwmﬁimaﬁum And since the degree of yeluticmship in a
dyadic communicetiom ie erudiel in determining or governing the type
of informetionsl centent, an spovropriate combination of mssse mm
sources and extension mthadszwdkm basic information mmt b
for development related astivikies, In order to make the develope |
ment programmes move accepbeble snd affectiwe In asghieving their
objectives of poverty mlieviation it is essential that the extension
system should amwtmm menltor and sotively mpwmu, pmrtmuiwly
the rural poor in aatabliamng & worksble sltemative for improving
thelir scononmic end socisl conditlon.
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Governrent service
Faraing

Independent Profession
Business

Csste Cocupabion

Labouprsr

Gradunte
Intermediate
High School
Middle
Primary
Illiterate

= B 8 & I O

S W W oe O
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B)

W)

B

B

6.

Hembeyr of ons orgenlzation
Hember in more than one

orgenizstion
Office holder

Public ssrvant/leader
Kever attend the meseting

Qacessionelly attend
Regularly abtend

fhe formal institutions/
Orgenizations which were considered;

Village ?mnahayaﬁ% Viléa @
y ean

Coopsrative Sogle
Lirtan HMendall

Landless

Legs than one scrs
tne to 'ive aores
Five to Ten acres

Ten gorez and sbove

Huelenr
Joint

%m Bhajen/

B3

WO o e W

B B W o

F N . T < T

w3
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8.

Be{l)

ix

Bullock (Pair)
Crossbred Cow
Buffalo

=~ S |

53

Cart

Cycle
Radio
Wateh

Improved Feran Implements

D e e

Total Bocio-aconomice status score = Type Score X Humbey.

One podnt for eseh contrmet of the respondent with
sach emtegory of development personsl in tha last
six monthge

1; V&E qW:l

Be AoDeDe

B BoDals
4. Pencheyat Secretary

Participation in each of the activities by the respondents
in the last one year, a score of gue was swarded into the
number of times the event sctivity was attended.

&) Demonstration

b) Kiman Goshbi

g) Farmersz Villege or Instliutionsl Training

4) Kissn Hela

' ®) Bduestionel Tours.
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Be
L

B

De

1.
B
3.
be
S
6o

2ource: Daily GSometimes Rarely
- £3) () - (12

Listen to Village Prog

Read lLocul Hewspaper

View Television{Krishi Darshan)

8san Dewlopment related

filma/video

Read Bxtension Litersture
Vapy geldom UHewmy
often

Heighbouring Village
Nearest Town

Block Ofiice

List. Headguarters
Othay towns la the State
Pleces outslde the state

2 -~ o, & &
o S - Y -
@ | o B B M
© o @ o 0 0
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3.

A

Bs{a)
(b)

e

s

3

AppendigwIl
Interviey « Sohsditle

Heme of mwammt:

Casts

Age

Edusetional sbatus

Hein Oecupabion

Segondary Qaoupation

Fanlly Type (1) Wuelear (2) Joint
Family's Bduestionsl and Zuployment status

(1)

(11)

(114)

Materinl Posgesmgion

{a) Type of Houge? Hut/Tuteha/Mixed/Pusce

{(v) Land Holdings (1) Total Land owned ~ew-

{11) Totel cultivated ares we
(111) Total irrigated ares o=

{¢) Household goodst Weteh/Cyole/Radio

{(d) Improved fam implements:

(1) mouldbosrd pleugh
(11) ¢haff cutter

(441) oultivater

{iv) seed drill
(v) pump ss¥ |
(@) Furm Powers Bullooks/Crogsbred cow/Buffaloes
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tal Perticipal mmwmiamd%mwwma
mmm fam:t gxwm in your village? Yes/He |

If Yes, plesse indicete in whioh of these are you astively
involved, ‘

i) Villsge Penshayat
ii) Cooperative Soolety
ii4) Bhejen Mendall

enpion Agent contect: How meny btimes in the lest six
months howe you contacted or been visited by eny of e
following extension personnels?

1) V.FH.
i1) A.DQ.
11i) Health Assl.
iv) Panchayat fea.
vl B.DeBs

opblon in Bxtension Activities: In the last one
yesr, hov many times hawe you participated in the follewing
extension activities,

1) Demonstration

ii) EKisen Goshti
1i1) Fermers Training

iv) Feymer's fair

v) Tours



10, Mags Media Use: From which of the following mass medis

sourses do you generslly come te Mmow sbout various aspeets
of your interest,

Rally

i4) Local Hewepaper

1i4) Television

iv) Sesn development |
related film/ (3 or more) (1 toR ) (Hone)
video

v) Hepd Extension
Litersture

% M Cogmopolitenesns How often do you visit the following placss’

i) Neighveuring Village
ii) Yemrest town
i1i1) Bloek office

iv) Tehsil office

w) Bank

wi)} Other btowng/eltien
‘ in your siale



ziv

Who ere the persons with whom you regularly intersct snd
thore whom you conslder trust worthy. (The nemes of Individuale is
entered in the chart),

The following information sbout esch of the persons is
obteined by asking s et of questions.

i1} VWhere does he Ilve?

ii) How often do you normally meet the person?

13i1) What nature of information or diseumesion do you

generally engage with this pewson?

iv) What iz the pelationship of this person Yo you?

¥) that iz his ovecupation?

vi) VWhat is the education status of the psrson?

vii) To which caste does the person beleng to? |
viil) Do you maintain s consistent interactionsl sontast with

epch other?t Yes/Ho

The nsmes of esch member of the respondents netvork is
entered in & cirels individuaslby, Then for easch name ask the
respondent if the person noted in the girole.

1) Is a friend of esch of the other, (Dravw e solid line
petvesn the 2 names)

31) Is just a cesuel mcqusintance of eaoh of the other.(Lraw
s dottad line between the NemEs )

1ii) Does not know the others,(De not connsct by any line
‘ bhetwesn the naues).

The botel mumbar of solid lines mpmsaﬂb@wm@ degrae

of relatienships hetween the members in the network. Wnile the

.WM ond, dotbed lines together indicste the &ma:.’ay of the
y " W mﬁ in a nmwg;m
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1.

(v

INFORMATION ACQUISITION

Woen you went Lo koov sboub something whom do you of ben
oontapgt?

(8) in your village:

{v) putside your wvillaegs:

What or vhe ars the other sources knewn to provide the
informabion you ususlly nead?

What is the extent of exposure you have with the persons
indiopted in Qels

(1)
{11)
Do you seek these parson{s) named
(1) Regulsrly

(11) Beleotively

(414) Rarely

Orientation sboult the warious development Progranmes:
What awe‘hhm different rural development sgenciss do you
know of that sre functioming in your arsa?

(£) |

(14)

(134)
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pi 8 Hawve you hserd sbout eny of the following poverty alleviation
programmes launched by the Covernment?

Hame of Programme

Neover ut and - and
heawt don't know & Enow in
of mow mueh  1ittle detail

(1) K R.EPo
(11) RulLeB.(Pa
{141) TRYSEM

8. To what sxtent do you know about the progremse indisabed
above ?

1) Main ohjectives.
11} potential veneficiaries
111 ) smount of finsncisl assistence that can be availed

iv) svensies sssociabed with the programse and the
services offered.

4 From which souree do you ususlly lesrn aboyt the varlieus
development programmes and sctivitighy 'E&f%%%
p . . ';: "\‘1\" ,‘&
‘ T A
1) interpersensl sources oregy 05

ii) masgs media souross








