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IMTRODUCTIOh 



I-INTRODUCTION 

Mair i t a l r e l a t i o n s h i p i s one of t h e most s i g n i f i c a n t and 

i s u n i q u e among a l l human r e l a t i o n s h i p s . " I t i s n o t a mere 

c o n v e n t i o n b u t a n i m p l i c i t c o n d i t i o n o f human s o c i e t y . The 

r e l a t i o n s h i p be tween h u s b a n d and wi fe o c c u r i n a v e r y s p e c i f i c 

c o n t e x t and i n v o l v e s complex p r o c e s s e s of a d j u s t m e n t . R a d h a k r i s h n a n 

1956 , s t a t e s t h a t , i t i s a n a d j u s t m e n t be tween t h e b i o l o g i c a l 

p u r p o s e s of t h e n a t u r e and s o c i o l o g i c a l p u r p o s e s o f man" . I n s p i t e 

of a l l e v i d e n c e s t o t h e c o n t r a r y , many p e o p l e b e l i e v e t h a t , a t a 

g i v e n p o i n t i n l i f e , one r e s p o n d s t o an i m p u l s e o r i r r e s i s t i b l e 

a t t r a c t i o n and m a r r i e s and w i t h l u c k w i l l l i v e h a p p i l y e v e r 

a f t e r . But t h i s i s a wrong c o n c e p t , b e c a u s e , i t i s n o t t h e l u c k 

which d e t e r m i n e s o n e ' s h a p p i n e s s , b u t i t i s t h e m a r r i a g e a b i l i t y , 

c o m p a t i b i l i t y of t h e two p a r t i e s i n v o l v e d ( L a n d i s and L a n d i s , 

1973) . 

S a t i s f a c t i o n w i t h o n e ' s m a r r i a g e i s a n i m p o r t a n t 

component of i n d i v i d u a l ' s w e l l b e i n g . But i t i s known t h a t , no 

two c o u p l e s a r e c o m p l e t e l y s a t i s f i e d , t h e r e a r e a l w a y s some g a p s 

b e t w e e n t h e e x p e c t a t i o n s and f u l f i l m e n t , t h u s i t r e v e a l s t h a t 

m a r r i a g e n o t o n l y o f f e r s some f u l f i l m e n t b u t i t a l s o o f f e r s some 

f r u s t r a t i o n s . Thus i t i s n o t wha t h a p p e n s i n t h a t m a r r i a g e b u t 

how t h e p a r t n e r s u n d e r s t a n d o r d e f i n e wha t h a s h a p p e n e d , t h a t i s 

c r i t i c a l . I t i s i n t h i s way , t h e m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n may be 

v i e w e d a s a s o c i a l l y c o n s t r u c t e d r e a l i t y , c r e a t e d by t h e p a r t n e r s 

t o t h e m a r r i a g e . 



Hick and P i a t t (1970) have s a i d i t i s v e r y d i f f i c u l t t o 

c o n c e p t u a l i z e and m e a s u r e t h e m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n . So he h a s 

s u g g e s t e d two a l t e r n a t i v e a p p r o a c h e s f o r c o n c e p t u l i z a t i o n of 

m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n . The f i r s t i s t o v iew m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n 

a s g l o b a l s u b j e c t i v e e v a l u a t i o n of o n e ' s m a r r i a g e o r s p o u s e , 

second i s t o p e r c e i v e s a t i s f a c t i o n a s b e i n g a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h e 

s p e c i f i c n e e d s of t h e m a r r i e d l i f e . Hence s a t i s f a c t i o n i n m a r r i a g e 

r e l a t i o n s i s t h e b a s i c i n g r e d i e n t . Many c o u p l e s j u d g e t h e s u c c e s s / 

f a i l u r e of t h e i r m a r r i a g e by t h e amount of s a t i s f a c t i o n t h e y 

r e c e i v e from i t . As c h a n g e s t a k e p l a c e i n t h e f a m i l y l i f e c y c l e , 

p e r c e i v e d s a t i s f a c t i o n of t h e c o u p l e s a l s o c h a n g e s . Leng th o f 

m a r r i a g e ( B l o o d and Wolf , 1 9 7 8 ) . R e t i r e m e n t of h u s b a n d ( G r e e n , 

1 9 7 8 ) , p a r e n t h o o d and p r e s e n c e o f c h i l d r e n (Glenn and M c l a n a h a n , 

1 9 8 2 ) , Menopause ( J a i p r a k a s h and M u r t h y , 1982) a r e some of t h e 

e v e n t s mak ing a d i f f e r e n c e t o t h e s a t i s f a c t i o n of c o u p l e s a t 

d i f f e r e n t s t a g e s of t h e f a m i l y l i f e c y c l e . 

Bhar and L e i g h ( 1 9 7 8 ) , h a s d e f i n e d " M a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n 

a s a s u b j e c t i v e e v a l u a t i o n of t h e o v e r a l l q u a l i t y o f m a r r i a g e . I t 

i s t h e d e g r e e t o w h i c h t h e n e e d s , d e s i r e s and e x p e c t a t i o n s a r e 

met i n m a r r i a g e " . 

A c c o r d i n g t o B u r g u e s s and Locke ( 1 9 4 5 ) , " s a t i s f a c t i o n 

a p p e a r e d t o be a c o r r e s p o n d e n c e b e t w e e n t h e a c t u a l and t h e e x p e c t e d 

o r a c o m p a r i s i o n of t h e a c t u a l r e l a t i o n s h i p s w i t h t h e a l t e r n a t i v e s , 

i f t h e p r e s e n t r e l a t i o n s h i p s w e r e t e r m i n a t e d " . 

R i c e P h i l l i p ( 1 9 7 9 ) d e f i n e d m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n a s 

each p e r s o n ' s e v a l u a t i o n of t h e e x t e n t t o w h i c h h i s / h e r i n d i v i d u a l 



n e e d s a r e met o r f u l f i l e d t h r o u g h h u s b a n d - w i f e i n t e r a c t i o n o r t h e 

e x t e n t t o which t h e m a r i t a l p a r t n e r , t h e f e e l i n g s , a t t i t u d e s , 

s e r v i c e s and g o o d s n e e d e d . 

Thus m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n i s an a t t i t u d e w h i c h l i k e any 

p e r c e p t i o n , i s s u b j e c t t o c h a n g e ove r t i m e and e s p e c i a l l y i n 

r e l a t i o n t o s i g n i f i c a n t l i f e e x p e r i e n c e s . 

The f a m i l y l i f e c y c l e i s a f i t t i n g and u s e f u l c o n c e p t 

u s e d a s a h e l p i n g d e v i c e f o r c o m p a r i n g t h e c h a n g e s i n f a m i l y 

s t r u c t u r e . The c o n c e p t of f a m i l y l i f e c y c l e p r o v i d e s more t h a n a 

d e s c r i p t i v e i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of f a m i l i e s a t d i f f e r e n t s t a g e s d u r i n g 

t h i e i r m a r r i e d l i f e . I t a l l o w s one t o i d e n t i f y a c h a n g i n g s e t o f 

f ami ly l i f e a t t r i b u t e s t h a t have a d e m o n s t r a b l e e f f e c t on i n d i v i d u a l 

b e h a v i o u r and i n t e r a c t i o n w i t h i n t h e f a m i l y . As t h e f a m i l y l i f e 

c y c l e s t a t u s s h i f t s , d i f f e r e n t demands a r e made, a t t h e t i m e o f 

e a c h , new s k i l l s n e e d t o be l e a r n e d , d e v e l o p i n g o f a p p r o p r i a t e 

a t t i t u d e s and i n many o t h e r w a y s , t h e c o u p l e ' s l i f e u n d e r g o e s 

s i g n i f i c a n t c h a n g e s a s t h e f a m i l y moves on t o a new s t a g e i n i t s 

l i f e c y c l e . The f a m i l y l i f e c y c l e p a t t e r n used i n t h i s s t u d y was 

t o c l a s s i f y c o u p l e s i n t o f o u r s t a g e s of t h e f a m i l y l i f e i n t e r m s 

of t h e age of t h e o l d e r c h i l d s i m i l a r t o wha t D u v a l l ( 1 9 7 1 ) had 

d o n e . The c l a s s i f i c a t i o n i s a s f o l l o w s , 

i . Family w i th preschool ch i ld ren - o ldes t ch i l d 30 iiionths-6 y e a r s . 

i i . Fami ly w i t h s c h o o l c h i l d r e n - o l d e s t c h i l d - 6 -13 y e a r s . 

i i i . F a m i l y w i t h t e e n a g e r . - 1 3 - 1 9 y e a r s . 

i v . F a m i l y a s a l a u n c h i n g c e n t e r - 20 y e a r s , and a b o v e . 



4 

At f i r s t g l a n c e , f a m i l y w i t h p r e s c h o o l c h i l d r e n , seem 

t h a t e a c h c h i l d s i m p l y b r i n g s a r e p e t i t i o n s o f t h e p a r e n t ' s f i r s t 

c h i l d a d j u s t m e n t , a c t u a l l y w i t h each c h i l d t h e s i t u a t i o n c h a n g e s 

f o r e v e r y o n e . R e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s i n c r e a s e , need fo r money and 

o t h e r r e s o u r c e s i n c r e a s e , h o u s e h o l d t a s k s t o be a c h i e v e d m u l t i p l i e s . 

And In a d d i t i o n , t h e e x p a n d i n g and d i v e r s i f i e d w a n t s of c h i l d 

m u l t i p l y . Thus t h e husband and w i f e w i l l g e t l i t t l e t i m e t o 

c o m m u n i c a t e , t o s a t i s f y t h e i r p e r s o n a l n e e d s . C h i l d r e n b r i d g e 

t h e gap b e t w e e n t h e h u s b a n d a n d w i f e t h u s t a k i n g o f f t h e p r i v a c y 

of t h e b o t h . 

F u r t h e r , a s t h e c h i l d b e g i n s t o go t o t h e s c h o o l , i t 

s p e n d s much of i t s t i m e i n t h e s c h o o l , t h u s h e l p i n g i t s f a t h e r 

and m o t h e r t o come c l o s e r . 

S u p p o s e t h e q u e s t i o n i s r a i s e d a s t o why t h e m a r i t a l 

s a t i s f a c t i o n i s a t an e b b when t h e c h i l d r e n a r e of s c h o o l a g e , 

t h e m o s t p l a u s i b l e e x p l a n a t i o n seems t o be t h a t t h e demands 

p l a c e d upon t h e c o u p l e d u r i n g t h e s e y e a r s a r e a t t h e i r p e a k . 

C o u p l e s w i l l have t o s a c r i f i c e t h e many of t h e i r p e r s o n a l and 

m a t e r i a l h a p p i n e s s i n o r d e r t o meet t h e g rowing n e e d s of t h e i r 

c h i l d r e n . 

But when t h e s c h o o l a g e c h i l d t u r n s t o an a d o l e s c e n t , 

t h e p a r e n t s r e l a x f o r a w h i l e a s t h e s c h o o l c h i l d h a s l e a r n e d t o 

make some o f h i s own d e c i s i o n s and t o t a k e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r h i s 

a c t i o n s t h o u g h c o m p l e t e i n d e p e n d e n c e i s n o t a c q u i r e d d u r i n g t h i s 

s t a g e . But c e r t a i n l y t h e y w i l l r e d u c e some d e g r e e of b u r d e n o f 



t h e i r p a r e n t s , w h i l e i n c r e a s i n g t h e i r f r e e t i m e . Which h e l p s 

husband and w i f e t o a c c o m p l i s h t h e i r e a r l y r e l a t i o n s h i p . 

They w i l l f i n d s u c c e s s in e s t a b l i s h i n g a h a r m o n i a l 

r e l a t i o n s h i p when t h e c h i l d r e n r e a c h t h e l a u n c h i n g s t a g e . T h i s 

phase of t h e f a m i l y l i f e c y c l e i s seen by t h e m a j o r i t y of s p o u s e 

a s a t ime of new f r e e d o m s , f reedom from t h e economic r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 

of c h i l d r e n and by t h i s s t a g e , many men h a v e r e a c h e d t h e p e a k i n 

t h e i r o c c u p a t i o n a l c a r e e r , no l o n g e r i s t h e r e t h e same s t r u g g l e 

t o ' g e t a h e a d ' o c c u p a t i o n a l l y and n o - l o n g e r w i l l o v e r t i m e o r 

a d d i t i o n a l work i s n e c e s s a r y , f reedom t o m o b i l e , f reedom from 

housework and o t h e r c h o r e s and f i n a l l y f r e e d o m t o be o n e ' s s e l f 

f o r t h e f i r s t t i m e s i n c e t h e c h i l d r e n came a l o n g . These a l l 

r e s u l t in i n c r e a s e d s a t i s f a c t i o n / h a p p i n e s s of t h e i n d i v i d u a l . 

Knowing a l l t h e s e c h a n g e s , How d o e s m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n 

c h a n g e d u r i n g t h e s e v a r i o u s s t a g e s of t h e f a m i l y l i f e c y c l e ? The 

s t u d i e s a r e q u i e t c o n s i s t e n t i n showing a d e c l i n e i n m a r i t a l 

s a t i s f a c t i o n d u r i n g t h e e a r l y y e a r s of m a r r i a g e , p a r t i c u l a r l y 

f o l l o w i n g t h e b i r t h of t h e f i r s t c h i l d and c o n t i n u i n g t o t h e end 

of s t a g e I I I o f IV. A few s t u d i e s show t h e d e c l i n e e x t e n d s t o t h e 

end of S tage V ( t e e n a g e ) . A p p a r e n t l y b e a r i n g and r e a r i n g c h i l d r e n 

i n t e r f e r e s w i t h m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n . 

An e x t e n s i v e r e s e a r c h o f C a m p b e l l ( 1 9 7 5 ) , s a y s t h a t a s 

soon a s a c o u p l e h a s k i d s , t h e i r happy b u b b l e b u r s t s . For b o t h 

men and women, r e p o r t s of h a p p i n e s s and s a t i s f a c t i o n d r o p t o 



a v e r a g e , n o t t o r i s e a g a i n s i g n i f i c a n t l y u n t i l t h e i r c h i l d r e n a r e 

grown and a b o u t t o l e a v e n e s t . 

C h i l d r e n t h e r f o r e may draw husband and wi fe c l o s e r 

t o g e t h e r i n l o v e , b u t may a l s o p r e s e n t many h a r d s h i p s t o them. 

Thus c h i l d r e n h a v e a v e r y s i g n i f i c a n t r o l e t o p l a y in t h e i r 

p a r e n t ' s m a r r i a g e c y c l e . I t i s t h e c h i l d who d e c i d e s t h e 

s a t i s f a c t i o n l e v e l o f husband and w i f e . 

So f a r a d e q u a t e r e s e a r c h i s b e i n g c a r r i e d o u t on 

a d j u s t m e n t i n m a r r i a g e . But s t u d i e s on f a c t o r s i n f l u e n c i n g m a r i t a l 

s a t i s f a c t i o n of t h e s p o u s e s a r e l e a s t r e s e a r c h e d i n I n d i a . Hence 

t h e p r e s e n t s t u d y h a s b e e n d e s i g n e d t o g i v e a p i c t u r e of " M a r i t a l 

s a t i s f a c t i o n of t h e s p o u s e s t h r o u g h t h e s t a g e s of f a m i l y " w i t h 

t h e f o l l w o i n g o b j e c t i v e . 

1 . To f i n d o u t t h e l e v e l of m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n t h r o u g h t h e 

d i f f e r e n t s t a g e s of t h e f a m i l y . 

2 . To e x a m i n e t h e i n f l u e n c e of f o l l o w i n g f a c t o r s on t h e m a r i t a l 

s a t i s f a c t i o n . 

i . S t a g e of t h e f a m i l y . 

i i . G e n d e r . 

i i i . Age a t m a r r i a g e . 

i v . Age d i f f e r e n c e b e t w e e n t h e s p o u s e s . 

V. L e n g t h of m a r r i e d l i f e . 

v i . Number o f c h i l d r e n . 

v i i . Age o f t h e l a s t c h i l d . 

v i i i . E d u c a t i o n of t h e c o u p l e . 

i x . O c c u p a t i o n of t h e c o u p l e . 

X. I n c o m e . 
**** 
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Many f o r e i g n a u t h o r s and G e r o n t o l o g i s t s h a v e a n a l y s e d 

t h e v a r i o u s p r o b l e m s of m a r r i a g e , a d j u s t m e n t i n m a r r i a g e . A number 

of s t u d i e s h a v e been u n d e r t a k e n , a number of books a n d a r t i c l e s 

have been p u b l i s h e d in W e s t e r n c o u n t r i e s . But t h e l i t e r a t u r e 

a v a i l a b l e o n t h e " M a r i t a l S a t i s f a c t i o n o f t h e s p o u s e s t h r o u g h t h e 

s t a g e s of t h e f a m i l y " i s v e r y meagre in I n d i a . In t h e l i g h t of t h e 

o b j e c t i v e s o f t h e p r e s e n t s t u d y , a r e v i e w of r e p o r t e d r e s e a r c h 

from 1970 o n w a r d s r e g a r d i n g m a r t i a l s a t i s f a c t i o n and t h e f a c t o r s 

t h a t i n f l u e n c e t h e l e v e l of m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n t h r o u g h t h e 

s t a g e s o f t h e f a m i l y , a r e p r e s e n t e d i n t h i s c h a p t e r u n d e r t h e 

f o l l o w i n g h e a d i n g s . 

2 . 1 C o n c e p t of m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n : 

2 .2 S t a g e of t h e f a m i l y and m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n 

2 . 3 Age a t m a r r i a g e and m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n 

2 .4 G e n d e r and m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n 

2 . 5 L e n g t h of m a r r i e d l i f e a n d m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n 

2 . 6 Number of c h i l d r e n and m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n 

2 . 7 Income and m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n 

2.1 Concept of marital satisfaction: 

Human b e i n g s l i k e a l l o t h e r o r g a n i s m s s e e k s a t i s f a c t i o n 

r a t h e r t h a n d e p r i v a t i o n . T h i s s a t i s f a c t i o n i s d e r i v e d from 



s i t u a t i o n a l , b e h a v i o u r a l and p e r s o n a l i t y f a c t o r s . Thus m a r i t a l 

s a t i s f a c t i o n a p p e a r s a s a f u n c t i o n of e i t h e r f r e q u e n c y or s a l i e n c e 

of c e r t a i n s a t i s f y i n g a s p e c t s of m a r r i a g e . M a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n 

i s a broad t e r m , which i n c l u d e s t h e s u b j e c t i v e f e e l i n g of h a p p i n e s s , 

s a t i s f a c t i o n and p l e a s u r e e x p e r i e n c e d by t h e s p o u s e , when 

c o n s i d e r i n g a l l c u r r e n t a s p e c t s of h i s / h e r m a r r i a g e . Hence t h e 

v a r i a b l e i s c o n c e i v e d o f a s a c o n t i n u i u m r u n n i n g from much 

s a t i s f a c t i o n t o much d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n , ( H a w k i n , 1 9 6 8 ) . As s u c h , 

m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n f o c u s e s on t h e i n d i v i d u a l ' s p e r c e p t i o n of 

m a r r i a g e a n d t h u s on t h e i n d i v i d u a l r a t h e r t h a n t h e c o u p l e a s t h e 

u n i t of a n a l y s i s . 

2.2 Stage of the fajnily and marital satisfaction: 

T h e r e a r e l e a s t r e s e a r c h s t u d i e s which have d a t a r e l e v a n t 

t o u n d e r s t a n d i n g how t h e m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n o f t h e c o u p l e s 

changes o v e r t h e l i f e c y c l e , i n I n d i a . But many f o r e i g n a u t h o r s 

a r e s u c c e e d e d i n f i n d i n g answer t o , how m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n 

v a r i e s o v e r t h e s t a g e s of t h e f a m i l y . 

Gleen d u r i n g 1 9 7 5 , conduc ted a s t u d y on t h e " p s y c h o l o g i c a l 

w e l l b e i n g i n t h e p o s t p a r e n t a l s t a g e " t o s e e t h e e f f e c t s of c h i l d r e n 

l e a v i n g home on t h e c o u p l e ' s w e l l b e i n g . A s a m p l e of f i v e h u n d r e d 

and t w e n t y f o u r i n d i v i d u a l s was s u r v e y e d . R e s u l t s r e v e a l e d t h a t , 

midd le a g e d women, whose c h i l d r e n h a v e l e f t home r e p o r t , a s a 

w h o l e , somewhat g r e a t e r h a p p i n e s s , e n j o y m e n t o f l i f e t h a n women 

of s i m i l a r a g e , w i t h c h i l d r e n l i v i n g a t home, i n d i c a t i n g t h a t 

c h i l d r e n l e a v i n g home h a v e an e n d u r i n g n e g a t i v e e f f e c t on t h e 

m o t h e r ' s p s y c h o l o g i c a l w e l l b e i n g . 
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F u r t h e r , d u r i n g t h e same y e a r , Smar t and S m a r t compared 

" R e c a l l e d , p r e s e n t and p r e d i c t e d s a t i s f a c t i o n i n s t a g e s of t h e 

f a m i l y l i f e c y c l e . The s a m p l e c o n s i s t e d of one h u n d r e d n i n e t y one 

men and two h u n d r e d and e i g h t y f i v e women, r e s i d i n g i n r u r a l 

a r e a , N e w z e l a n d . The s a m p l e r e p r e s e n t e d e i g h t d i f f e r e n t s t a g e s 

of t h e f a m i l y . R e s u l t s i n d i c a t e d t h a t women v a r i e d more t h a n men 

from s t a g e t o s t a g e . P r e s e n t p e r c e p t i o n of s a t i s f a c t i o n w e r e , i n 

g e n e r a l , h i g h e r t h a n r e c a l l e d and e x p e c t e d . The r e t i r e m e n t s t a g e 

i s r e p o r t e d v e r y s a t i s f y i n g , by b o t h men and women and showed 

l e a s t s a t i s f a c t i o n d u r i n g p r e s c h o o l s t a g e and t e e n a g e s t a g e . 

M i l l e r ( 1 9 7 6 ) t e s t e d "A m u l t i v a r i a t e d e v e l o p m e n t a l 

model of M a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n " w i t h s e v e n a n t e c e d e n t s of m a r i t a l 

s a t i s f a c t i o n u s i n g p a t h a n a l y s i s . A s a m p l e of e i g h t y t h r e e w i v e s 

and f i f t y seven husbands (140 m a r r i e d i n d i v i d u a l s ) were i n t e r v i e w e d . 

Only one s p o u s e was i n t e r v i e w e d a t e a c h h o u s e h o l d . R e s u l t r e v e a l e d 

t h a t m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n r e m a i n e d h i g h e r t h r o u g h o u t t h e m i d d l e 

s t a g e s , from second s t a g e , ( f a m i l y w i t h i n f a n t ) o n w a r d s , t h e r e 

was a g r a d u a l i n c r e a s e i n t h e s a t i s f a c t i o n s c o r e s o f t h e 

r e s p o n d e n t s . 

S i m i l a r l y H a r r y ( 1 9 7 6 ) , r e v i e w e d " E v o l v i n g s o u r c e s o f 

H a p p i n e s s f o r men o v e r t h e l i f e c y c l e " : , t o t e s t t h e h y p o t h e s i s 

t h a t m a j o r c o r r e l a t e s of o v e r a l l h a p p i n e s s v a r y a c c o r d i n g t o t h e 

s t a g e of f a m i l y l i f e c y c l e . T h r e e h u n d r e d and s e v e n t y f o u r men, 

who were f u l l t i m e e m p l o y e d w e r e e n g a g e d i n t h e s t u d y . R e s u l t s 

r e v e a l e d t h a t d u r i n g e a r l i e r and l a t e r f a m i l y s t a g e s , men l o o k 

beyond t h e s o u r c e s o f s a t i s f a c t i o n a n d d u r i n g t h e s t a g e of b e i n g 

a p a r e n t t o young and s c h o o l a g e c h i l d r e n , t h e y t e n d t o d e f i n e 



11 

h a p p i n e s s i n t e r m s o f f a m i l y l i f e . I t was found t h a t t h e p r i n c i p l e 

c o r r e l a t e s of h a p p i n e s s v a r y a s one p r o c e e d s t h r o u g h t h e f a m i l y 

l i f e c y c l e . 

F u r t h e r , t o s e e t h e i n f l u e n c e of l a u n c h i n g s t a g e on t h e 

c o u p l e ' s p s y c h o l o g i c a l and p h y s i c a l w e l l b e i n g , H a r k i n (1978) 

c a r r i e d o u t a s t u d y on " E f f e c t s of empty n e s t o n s e l f r e p o r t o f 

p s y c h o l o g i c a l and p h y s i c a l w e l l b e i n g . " T h r e e h u n d r e d and e i g h t e e n 

women, whose y o u n g e s t c h i l d was i n one of t h e f i v e h i g h s c h o o l 

c l a s s e s and c o u p l e s who had no more t h a n t h r e e c h i l d r e n were 

s e l e c t e d f o r t h e s t u d y . The r e s u l t s i n d i c a t e d t h a t empty n e s t 

e f f e c t on w e l l b e i n g a r e s l i g h t and h a v e l a r g e l y d i s a p p e a r e d two 

y e a r s f o l l o w i n g t h e e v e n t . No e f f e c t was found on t h e p h y s i c a l 

w e l l b e i n g and a p o s i t i v e e f f e c t on t h e p s y c h o l o g i c a l w e l l b e i n g , 

b e i n g o f f s c h e d u l e w i t h r e s p e c t t o t h e e x p e c t e d t i m i n g s of t h e 

t r a n s i t i o n a p p e a r s t o h a v e a d v e r s e e f f e c t s . 

J ames and M i c h a e l ( 1 9 8 1 ) , c o n d u c t e d a s t u d y on t h e 

" m a r i t a l a d j u s t m e n t s o v e r t h e s e g m e n t s of t h e f a m i l y l i f e c y c l e " 

one h u n d r e d a n d s e v e n t y two m a r r i e d c o u p l e s w e r e a n a l y s e d . The 

a v e r a g e a g e of b o t h men and women was 4 4 . 5 y e a r s . The a v e r a g e 

l e n g t h o f m a r r i a g e f o r t h e s e c o u p l e s was 20 y e a r s , w i t h a s t a n d a r d 

d e v e i a t i o n of 11 y e a r s . R e s u l t s r e v e a l e d t h a t t h e i m p a c t o f 

v a l u e s i m i l a r i t y on a d j u s t m e n t o v e r t h o s e whose f a m i l y l i f e c y c l e 

i s min imal a n d i n c o n s i s t e n t , v a l u e s i m i l a r i t y r e i n f o r c e m e n t a f f e c t 

model a p p e a r s a t t e n u a t e d fo r o t h e r t h a n t h e l a t t e r y e a r s o f 

m a r r i a g e when t h e p a r t n e r s f a c e r e t i r e m e n t and when t h e n u c l e a r 

f a m i l y u n i t , o n c e more c o n s i s t s o n l y of t h e m a r r i e d c o u p l e s . 
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D u r i n g t h e same y e a r , C i f f o r t and Ron c a r r i e d o u t a 

s t u d y on " S t a g e of f a m i l y l i f e c y c l e , Ego d e v e l o p m e n t and t h e 

m a r r i a g e r e l a t i o n s h i p " t o e s t i m a t e t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p be tween t h e 

s t a g e of t h e f a m i l y l i f e c y c l e . Seven hundred and s e v e n t y s i x 

m a r r i e d c o u p l e s from d i f f e r e n t s t a g e s of t h e f a m i l y l i f e c y c l e , 

of Mid w e s t e r n c i t y w e r e a n a l y s e d , by u s i n g f a c t o r a n a l y s i s 

t h r o u g h love s c a l e , m a r r i a g e p r o b l e m s c a l e and sentence completion 

t e s t . H e r e D u v a l l ' s e i g h t s t a g e s of f a m i l y l i f e c y c l e were u s e d . 

R e s u l t s showed t h a t o v e r s u c c e s s i v e s a g e s o f t h e f a m i l y l i f e 

c y c l e , t h e e x p r e s s i o n of t h e l o v e d e c r e a s e d s i g n i f i c a n t l y . They 

showed l e s s s a t i s f a c t i o n d u r i n g t h e c h i l d r e a r i n g s t a g e s of t h e 

f a m i l y l i f e c y c l e , l o w e s t f o r t h o s e i n t h e l a s t s t a g e s . 

F u r t h e r A n d e r s o n et al. ( 1 9 8 3 ) s t u d i e d " p e r c e i v e d 

m a r i t a l q u a l i t y and f a m i l y l i f e c y c l e c a t e g o r i e s i n p r e d i c t i n g 

m a r i t a l q u a l i t y . A s a m p l e of one h u n d r e d and n i n e t y s i x w i v e s i n 

t h e M i d w e s t e r n c i t i e s were a n a l y s e d u s i n g t h e m u l t i v a r i a t e a n a l y s i s 

of v a r i a n c e , wh ich s u g g e s t t h a t f a m i l y l i f e c y c l e was t h e 

s i g n i f i c a n t p r e d i c t o r o f m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n and t h e w i v e s i n 

the school age s tage experienced lower s a t i s f a c t i o n than in o t h e r s t a g e s . 

To g i v e a l t e r n a t i v e e x p l a n a t i o n s of t h e combined e f f e c t s 

of p r e s c h o o l c h i l d r e n , Schumm a n d R u g a i g h i s ( 1 9 8 6 ) . , c o n d u c t e d a 

s t u d y on " M a r i t a l q u a l i t y o v e r m a r i t a l c a r r e r " , by a n a l y s i n g one 

hundred and n i n e t y s i x w i v e s of M i d w e s t e r n c i t i e s . R e s u l t s i n d i c a t e d 

t h a t Huch of t h e o b s e r v e d d e c l i n e i n m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n d u r i n g 

t h e m i d d l e s t a g e s of t h e l i f e c y c l e was a r e s u l t of t h e i m p a c t o f 
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p r e s c h o o l c h i l d r e n on a s p e c i f i c g r o u p of low income m o t h e r s , who 

were employed f u l l t i m e . 

S i m i l a r r e s u l t s were r e p o r t e d by " S t e i n b e r g f e and 

S i l v e r b e r g ( 1 9 8 7 ) , The s t u d y of I n f l u e n c e s on m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n 

d u r i n g t h e m i d d l e s t a g e s of t h e f a m i l y l i f e c y c l e " , u s i n g c r o s s 

s e c t i o n a l and s h o r t t e rm l o n g i t u d i n a l d a t a from one h u n d r e d and 

t w e n t y n i n e c o u p l e s , e x a m i n i n g t h r e e s e t s o f i n f l u e n c e s on 

m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n d u r i n g t h e t r a n s i t i o n a l p e r i o d o f t h e f a m i l y 

l i f e c y c l e be tween c h i l d h o o d and a d o l e s c e n c e . A s p e c t s of a d o l e s c e n t s 

d e v e l o p m e n t , f e a t u r e s o f p a r e n t a d o l e s c e n t r e l a t i o n s h i p and 

p s y c h o l o g i c a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of t h e m i d l i f e a d u l t s . M u l t i p l e 

r e g r e s s i o n a n a l y s i s i n d i c a t e d t h a t c o u p l e s e x p e r i e n c e d l o w e r 

s a t i s f a c t i o n i n t h e s c h o o l age s t a g e and in t h e m i d d l e a d u l t h o o d . 

In l a t e r y e a r s of l i f e , s a t i s f a c t i o n was g r e a t l y i n f l u e n c e d by 

t h e r e i n v o l v e m e n t on e x t r a m a r i t a l r o l e s . 

S i m i l a r l y , t h e s t u d y o f L e e ( 1 9 8 8 ) o n " M a r i t a l 

s a t i s f a c t i o n i n l a t e r l i f e : The e f f e c t s o f n o n - m a r i t a l r o l e s " 

r e v e a l e d t h a t i n t h e l a t e r y e a r s o f l i f e , i n v o l v e m e n t i n 

n o n - m a r i t a l r o l e s , i n c l u d i n g f r i e n d s h i p r e l a t i o n , p a r t i c i p a t i o n 

in r e l i g i o u s a c t i v i t i e s a r e a s s o c i a t e d w i t h h i g h e r l e v e l s o f 

m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n . H u s b a n d ' s r e t i r e m e n t a d v e r s e l y a f f e c t e d 

t h e w i f e ' s m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n . The r e s p o n d e n t of t h e s t u d y were 

two t h o u s a n d t h r e e h u n d r e d and t w e n t y s e v e n m a r r i e d i n d i v i d u a l s , 

aged f i f t y f i v e and above . 
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F u r t h e r t o i n v e s t i g a t e t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n p a r e n t ' s 

m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n and a v a r i e t y of f a m i l y and c h i l d o u t c o m e s 

Feldraan e t a J . ( 1 9 9 0 ) , c a r r i e d o u t a s t u d y on " M a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n 

of p a r e n t s of p r e - a d o l e s c e n t boys and i t s r e l a t i o n s h i p t o f a m i l y , " 

drawn from l a r g e r n o n - c l i n i c a l s ample of p a r e n t s w i t h 6 g r a d e 

s o n s were a n a l y s e d i n two s e c t i o n s i . e . , c o r r e l a t i o n a l a n a l y s e s 

and r e g r e s s i o n . R e s u l t s r e v e a l e d a s t r o n g a s s o c i a t i o n b e t w e e n 

v a r i a b l e s s u g g e s t i n g t h a t h u s b a n d s and wives e f f e c t i v e e v a l u a t i o n 

of m a r r i a g e i s r e l a t e d t o f a m i l y and c h i l d o u t c o m e s . 

Hence from t h e above s t u d i e s i i t c a n b e c o n c l u d e d t h a t 

t h e p r i n c i p l e c o r r e l a t e s of h a p p i n e s s v a r y a s one p r o c e e d s t h r o u g h 

t h e f a m i l y l i f e c y c l e . C o u p l e s e x p e r i e n c e l e s s s a t i s f a c t i o n d u r i n g 

t h e c h i l d r e a r i n g s t a g e s e s p e c i a l l y when t h e y h a v e t e e n a g e 

c h i l d r e n , c o u p l e s i n l a t e r s t a g e s e x p e r i e n c e r e l a t i v e l y more 

s a t i s f a c t i on . 

2.3 A ^ at marriage: 

Age a t m a r r i a g e i s a m a t t e r of i m p o r t a n c e i n t h e s t u d y 

of v a r i o u s p r o b l e m s , c o n n e c t e d w i t h f a m i l y l i f e . Bumpass and 

s w e e t ( 1 9 7 2 ) s t a t e s t h a t age a t m a r r i a g e , s i m p l y r e f e r s t o t h e 

number of y e a r , o n e had been a l i v e , when h e / s h e m a r r i e d t h e f i r s t 

t i m e . A l t h o u g h t h i s i s a c o n t i n u o u s v a r i a b l e , e x i s t i n g r e s e a r c h 

s u g g e s t t h a t t h e t e e n a g e y e a r s and e a r l y 2 0 ' s a r e t h e p e r i o d s 

t h a t a r e p a r t i c u l a r l y i m p o r t a n t f o r t h e m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n and 

s t a b i l i t y . 
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Kapur ( 1 9 7 0 ) c o n d u c t e d a s t u d y on t h r e e h u n d r e d w o r k i n g 

women from t h r e e m a j o r o c c u p a t i o n a l c a t e g o r i e s n a m e l y , t e a c h e r s , 

o f f i c e w o r k e r s and d o c t o r s , e ach c a t e g o r y c o n s i s t i n g of h u n d r e d 

women r e s i d i n g i n D e l h i . The r e s u l t s r e v e a l e d t h a t , c o m p a r a t i v e l y 

s m a l l e r p r o p o r t i o n o f m a r i t a l l y w e l l a d j u s t e d women was found 

among t h o s e who g o t m a r r i e d a t t h e a g e s u n d e r 21 y e a r s , and t h o s e 

who g o t m a r r i e d a t a g e s a b o v e 3 2 . 9 y e a r s . The p r o p o r t i o n o f 

e x t r e m e l y w e l l a d j u s t e d m a r r i a g e s was found t o be a l m o s t t h e same 

among t h o s e who g o t m a r r i e d a t a g e s b e t w e e n 21 and 2 9 . 9 y e a r s . 

The i n c i d e n c e of e x t r e m e l y m a l a d j u s t e d m a r r i a g e s among t h o s e who 

go t m a r r i e d a t a g e s b e t w e e n 21 a n d 3 5 . 9 y e a r s . The r e s e a r c h e r 

a t t r i b u t e d t h i s r e s u l t t o women be low 21 y e a r s , o f age a r e n o t 

v e r y m a t u r e i n t h e i r o u t l o o k and women above 3 2 . 9 y e a r s , of a g e 

a r e p r o b a b l y t o o m a t u r e and r i g i d t o mould o r c h a n g e t h e m s e l v e s 

e a s i l y . 

F u r t h e r Kundu and Ghosh (19 77) c a r r i e d o u t a s t u d y on 

" E n v i r o n m e n t a l c o r r e l a t e s of D i v o r c e " . Two h u n d r e d i n d i v i d u a l s 

r e s i d i n g i n t h e m e t r o p o l i t a n c i t y of C a l c u t t a w e r e d i v i d e d i n t o 

2 e q u a l g r o u p s . One Hundred d i v o r c e d p e r s o n s were c o n s i d e r e d a s 

t h e e x p e r i m e n t a l g r o u p (E) and h u n d r e d a d j u s t e d c o u p l e s , who 

l i v e d t o g e t h e r and n e v e r went t o p s y c h o a n a l y s t s f o r t a k i n g a d v i c e , 

were t a k e n a s t h e c o n t r o l g r o u p ( C ) . The r e s u l t s r e v e a l e d t h a t 

e a r l y m a r r i a g e was r i s k y and t e n d s t o be l e s s s t a b l e t h a n t h e 

m a r r i a g e s c o n t r a c t e d a t l a t e r a g e s . The e a r l y age a t m a r r i a g e was 

c o n s i d e r e d a s a p r e d i s p o s i n g c o n d i t i o n . The r e s e a r c h e r a t t r i b u t e d 

t h i s r e s u l t t o t h e t e n d e n c y of p e o p l e i n v o l v e d i n e a r l y m a r r i a g e s 
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t o be u n s t a b l e i n t h e i r m a r r i e d l i f e due t o e m o t i o n a l i m m a t u r i t y 

and wan t of a d e q u a t e p o t e n t i a l i t y t o a c c e p t t h e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o f 

raarri a g e . 

D u r i n g t h e same y e a r "Age a t m a r r i a g e and m a r i t a l 

s a t i s f a c t i o n " was s t u d i e d by Lee R.G. ( 1 9 7 7 ) . The sample c o n s t i t u t e s 

389 m a r r i e d c o u p l e s , l i v i n g i n M i n n e e s o t a , who w e r e i n t h e i r 

f i r s t m a r r i a g e s and had b e e n m a r r i e d f o r 6 y e a r s , o r l e s s a t t h e 

t i m e o f s t u d y and a l l were u n d e r 35 y e a r s , of a g e . R e s u l t s 

r e v e a l e d a p o s i t i v e c o r r e l a t i o n be tween age a t m a r r i a g e and m a r i t a l 

s a t i s f a c t i o n f o r b o t h h u s b a n d and w i f e . 

A s t u d y c o n d u c t e d by Bahr et al . ( 1 9 8 3 ) on "Age a t 

m a r r i a g e , r o l e e n a c t m e n t , r o l e c o n s e n s u s and m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n " 

r e v e a l e d no s i g n i f i c a n t r e l a t i o n be tween a g e a t m a r r i a g e and 

m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n o f s e v e n h u n d r e d and f o u r c o u p l e s , who were 

i n t h e i r f i r s t m a r r i a g e . Mail s u r v e y method was u s e d t o c o l l e c t 

t h e d a t a . 

S i m i l a r r e s u l t was r e p o r t e d by Boo th and E d w a r d s , 1985 

who r e v i e w e d ' a g e a t m a r r i a g e and m a r i t a l i n s t a b i l i t y of one 

t h o u s a n d s e v e n h u n d r e d a n d f i f t e e n m a r r i e d men and women, u n d e r 

55 y e a r s , of a g e , t h r o u g h i n t e r v i e w m e t h o d . The r e s u l t s of t h e 

m u l t i p l e r e g r e s s i o n a n a l y s i s i n d i c a t e d t h a t a g e a t m a r r i a g e i s 

an i m p o r t a n t f a c t o r , w h i c h d e t e r m i n e s t h e s t a b i l i t y o f m a r r i a g e . 

S i m i l a r l y P o t h e n ( 1 9 8 6 ) , c a r r i e d o u t a s t u d y on " D i v o r c e 

i t s c a u s e s and c o n s e q u e n c e s i n Hindu s o c i e t y " , Two-hundred husbands 

and w i v e s t o whom a c t u a l d e c r e e of d i v o r c e was f r o n t e d b y j u d i c i a l 
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court were analysed. The results indicated that, the age group 

(16-20) had the highest incidence of divorce in case of wives 

(48%) and the age group (21-25) had the highest incidence of 

divorce in case of husbands (41%). The mean age at marriage in 

case of husbands was 24.83 years, and that of wife was 19.13 years. 

Similarly, A study by Bitter (1986), on "Late marriage 

and marital instability" was conducted with a view to investigate 

the effect of marrying late on stability of marriage. Results 

gave no support for the association between late marriage and 

marital instability. 

Thus from majority of the above mentioned studies, one 

can conclude that the variable age at marriage is associated with 

marital satisfaction. 

2.4 Gender: 

There are some evidences that men and women assess 

their marriage in different ways but these differences in the 

levels of marital satisfaction has been linked to objective 

conditions specific to the marriage. One of the few consistent 

findings is that men generally tend to be more satisfied with 

their marriage than women. Very few studies are carried out on 

this aspect. 

Glass and Wright (1977) reanalysed Athansiais data to 

find "the relationship between extramarital sex, length of marriage 

and sex differences on marital satisfaction and romanticism. Three 
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hundred and twentyeight men and Three hundred and seventy five 

women having average educational attainment and an income of more 

than $10,000 per year were analysed. Results showed that wives 

experienced less satisfaction compared to husbands. 

Further in 1981, Rhyne studied "Bases of Marital 

satisfaction among men and women", to investigate the male-female 

variations in overall marital quality, satisfaction with love, 

children, interest and friendship. The data base for the analysis 

was a sample of two thousand one hundred and ninety married 

Canadians. It was found that men were more satisfied with their 

marriages than women, but their saliency varies by stages of the 

family life cycle. 

A study by Lee (1988) on "Marital satisfaction in later 

life", revealed that marital satisfaction of men had significant 

negative effect with the duration of marriage as compared to 

women, who had a non-significant positive effect. 

Monnier et al . (198 9) conducted a study on "Marital 

satisfaction and itsperceptions to self, spouse and ideal spouse 

for black and white couples. Results indicated that men were less 

satisfied as length of time in their marriage increased. 

Hence, in brief it can be conducted that men derive 

greater satisfaction from their marriage as compared to women. 

2.5 L« ig th of married life : 

The l i t e r a t u r e on l e n g t h of m a r r i a g e i s c o n s i s t e n t i n 

r e p o r t i n g t h a t m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n and f a v o u r a b l e p e r c e p t i o n s 
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of o n e ' s m a t e d e c r e a s e g r a d u a l l y o v e r t h e l i f e c y c l e o f t h e 

m a r r i a g e e s p e c i a l l y when t h e c h i l d r e n a r e in t h e home. 

G l a s s and W r i g h t (1977) c o n d u c t e d a s t u d y on " t h e 

r e l a t i o n s h i p of e x t r a m a r i t a l s e x , l e n g t h of m a r r i a g e and s e x 

d i f f e r e n c e s i n m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n and r o m a n t i c i s m " . 1 t o 10 

random s a m p l e s of t h e q u e s t i o n n a i r e s of 831 p e r s o n s i n c l u d i n g one 

hundred and f i f t e e n d i v o r c e d r e s p o n d e n t s . A p p r o x i m a t e l y 53% o f 

t h e r e s p o n d e n t s w e r e f e m a l e s and 47% a r e m a l e s . R e s u l t s showed a 

s i g n i f i c a n t m a i n e f f e c t s f o r l e n g t h o f m a r r i a g e . M a r i t a l 

s a t i s f a c t i o n i s l o w e s t f o r s u b j e c t s i n o l d m a r r i a g e s and i s l o w e r 

i n m i d d l e l e n g t h m a r r i a g e s t h a n in young m a r r i a g e s and D u n n e t t 

* t ' i n d i c a t e d t h a t t h e d r o p i n m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n w i t h i n c r e a s i n g 

l e n g t h of t i m e i s e s p e c i a l l y t r u e f o r w i v e s . 

P a r i k h ( 1 9 8 4 ) , c a r r i e d ou t a s u r v e y of one h u n d r e d and 

f i f t y d i v o r c e s (75 m a l e s and 75 f e m a l e s ) i n o r d e r t o s t u d y some 

f a c t s r e l a t e d t o u n h a p p y m a r r i e d l i f e . The s a m p l e was drawn from 

t h e s e t t l e d c a s e s of d i v o r c e i n S u r a t d i s t r i c t , f i f t y c a s e s from 

u rban t w e n t y f i v e f rom r u r a l a r e a . The r e s u l t s r e v e a l e d t h a t mos t 

of t h e d i v o r c e s had m a r r i e d l i f e of 5 y e a r s , o r l e s s , i n d i c a t i n g 

t h a t t h e f o u n d a t i o n s of h a p p y o r unhappy m a r i t a l l i f e i s l a i d i n 

t h e i n i t i a l y e a r s o f m a r r i a g e . 

L e e . R . G . ( 1 9 8 8 ) c a r r i e d o u t a s t u d y on " M a r i t a l 

s a t i s f a c t i o n i n l a t e r l i f e " . The e f f e c t s o f n o n - m a r i t a l r o l e s , by 

a n a l y s i n g a s a m p l e of two t h o u s a n d t h r e e h u n d r e d and t w e n t y 

seven m a r r i e d i n d i v i d u a l s aged 55 and o v e r . Mean l e n g t h o f 
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m a r r i a g e was 35 y e a r s . An o r d i n a r y l e a s t s q u a r e r e g r e s s i o n a n a l y s i s 

was p e r f o r m e d t o a s s e s s t h e e f f e c t o f l e n g t h of m a r r i a g e on 

m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n . R e s u l t s r e v e a l e d a s i g n i f i c a n t n e g a t i v e 

e f f e c t of l e n g t h of m a r r i a g e on m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n f o r men. The 

e f f e c t f o r women was p o s i t i v e b u t n o t s i g n i f i c a n t . 

F u r t h e r , Monnie r e t al. ( 1 9 8 9 ) c o n d u c t e d a s t u d y on 

" M a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n a n d i t s r e l a t i o n s h i p t o p e r c e p t i o n s on 

s e l f , s p o u s e and i d e a l s p o u s e f o r b l a c k and w h i t e c o u p l e s " t o 

i n v e s t i g a t e t h e p o s s i b i l i t y of p r e d i c t i n g m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n 

from l e n g t h of m a r r i a g e . S e v e n t y e i g h t c o u p l e s w e r e r e c r u i t e d 

from community o r g a n i z a t i o n s , l o c a l t h e r a p i s t s and U n i v e r s i t y 

c l a s s e s . R e s u l t s i n d i c a t e d t h a t b l a c k h u s b a n d s were l e s s s a t i s f i e d 

a s l e n g t h of t i m e in t h e i r m a r r i a g e i n c r e a s e d . F o r w h i t e w i v e s , 

l e n g t h of m a r r i a g e was g r e a t e r p r e d i c t o r of s a t i s f a c t i o n . 

S i m i l a r l y , t h e s t u d y of w h i t e (1989) on "Gender d i f f e r e n c e 

i n m a r i t a l c o m m u n i c a t i o n p a t t e r n s " r e v e a l e d t h a t , c o u p l e s who 

h a v e b e e n m a r r i e d f ewer a r e more s a t i s f i e d t h a n t h o s e m a r r i e d 

l o n g e r . A s t r o n g i n v e r s e c o r r e l a t i o n w a s found b e t w e e n f ema le 

m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n a n d l e n g t h of m a r r i a g e t h u s i n d i c a t i n g 

s a t i s f a c t i o n w i t h m a r r i a g e d e c r e a s e s w i t h t i m e . The s a m p l e s i z e 

s t u d i e d was 56 c o u p l e s , o f wh ich 30% had n o c h i l d r e n , mean number 

of c h i l d r e n by t h e p r e s e n t m a r r i a g e was 2 . 5 . 

A r e c e n t s tudy c a r r i e d o u t by Venkat ramaiah and P r a t h y u s h a 

( 1 9 9 3 ) found t h a t l e n g t h of m a r r i a g e h a s no r o l e i n p r e d i c t i n g 

m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n of m o t h e r s , i n t h i s s t u d y on " p r e d i c t o r s o f 
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m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n of m o t h e r s " . N i n e t y m o t h e r s c h o s e n r a n d o m l y 

from N e l l o r e town of A .P c o n s t i t u t e d t h e s a m p l e . These m o t h e r s 

b e l o n g e d t o Hindu r e l i g i o n , t h e i r age r a n g e d from 2 8 - 5 0 y e a r s , 

and t h e i r l e n g t h o f m a r r i a g e r a n g e d from 15-19 y e a r s . M a j o r i t y o f 

them had a t l e a s t 3 c h i l d r e n . 

Of a l l t h e s t u d i e s r e v i e w e d , most of t h e m i n d i c a t e d 

t h a t t h e d e g r e e of m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n of t h e m a r r i e d i n d i v i d u a l s 

d e c r e a s e s w i t h t i m e . I n d i c a t i n g , t h e r o l e of l e n g t h of m a r r i a g e 

i n p r e d i c t i n g o n e ' s s a t i s f a c t i o n . 

2.6 Number of children : 

The f i n d i n g s of numerous r e c e n t s t u d i e s s u g g e s t t h a t , 

t h e p r e s e n c e of young c h i l d r e n i n t h e f a m i l y on t h e a v e r a g e , 

l o w e r s t h e m a r i t a l h a p p i n e s s or s a t i s f a c t i o n of t h e p a r e n t s . But 

t h e g e n e r a l c o n c e p t i s t h a t a bad m a r r i a g e can be s a v e d by a good 

c h i l d . However , good o r b a d , t h e c h i l d h a s i t s own r o l e t o p l a y 

i n h i s / h e r p a r e n t s m a r i t a l l i f e . 

To d e t e r m i n e i f and how c h i l d r e n of t h e m a r r i a g e s a r e 

r e l a t e d t o m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n or d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n of t h e p a r e n t s . 

Lucky and B a i n , 1970 c o n d u c t e d a s t u d y on " c h i l d r e n ! A f a c t o r i n 

m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n " . A n a l y s i s w a s made o f e i g h t y c o u p l e s who 

had p r e v i o u s l y b e e n i d e n t i f i e d a s s a t i s f i e d (38 c o u p l e s ) and 

u n s a t i s f i e d (34 c o u p l e s ) , t h e s e c o u p l e s had been m a r r i e d on a n 

a v e r a g e of 1 3 - p l u s y e a r s . R e s u l t s r e v e a l e d t h a t , w h i l e s a t i s f i e d 

c o u p l e s f o u n d t h e i r m a r r i a g e s e n h a n c e d by t h e c o m p a n i o n s h i p o f 

each o t h e r s , c o u p l e s who found l i t t l e i n way o f c o m p a n i o n s h i p 
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r e l i e d on t h e i r c h i l d r e n p r i m a r i l y f o r s a t i s f a c t i o n . O t h e r f a c t o r s 

r e l a t e d t o c h i l d r e n such a s s i z e of t h e f a m i l y was n o t found 

a s s o c i a t e d w i t h m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n . 

F u r t h e r F i g l e y ' s ( 1 9 7 3 ) s t u d y on " C h i l d D e n s i t y and 

M a r i t a l h a p p i n e s s " t o i n v e s t i g a t e t h e p o s s i b l e e f f e c t of t h e 

c h i l d on t h e m a r i t a l dyad r e v e a l e d n o n - s i g n i f i c a n t r e l a t i o n between 

c h i l d d e n s i t y and m a r i t a l r e l a t i o n s h i p . A r andomly s e l e c t e d f o u r 

h u n d r e d and s i x t y o n e c o u p l e s of P e n n y l v a n i a S t a t e w e r e g i v e n a 

s e t o f q u e s t i o n n a i r e s a b o u t t h e m s e l v e s and t h e i r m a r r i a g e s . The 

v a l u e s of c o - e f f i c i e n t s of r e g r e s s i o n and c o r r e l a t i o n r e v e a l e d 

no s i g n i f i c a n t r e l a t i o n b e t w e e n c h i l d d e n s i t y and m a r i t a l 

r e l a t i o n s h i p . 

D u r i n g t h e same y e a r T h o r n t o n (197 7) c o n d u c t e d a s t u d y 

on " C h i l d r e n and M a r i t a l S t a b i l i t y " t o i n v e s t i g a t e t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p 

b e t w e e n e a r l y c h i l d b e a r i n g and m a r i t a l i n s t a b i l i t y " . A m o d e r a t e 

U- shaped r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n t h e numbers of c h i l d r e n a woman had 

a t t h e b e g i n n i n g of an i n t e r v a l and t h e l i k e l i h o o d t h a t she would 

e x p e r i e n c e d i s s o l u t i o n d u r i n g t h e i n t e r v a l was f o u n d . Women w i t h 

l a r g e f a m i l i e s and t h o s e w i t h no c h i l d r e n were t h e mos t l i k e l y 

t o e x p e r i e n c e d i s r u p t i o n . The l o w e s t d i s s o l u t i o n r a t e s were found 

f o r t h o s e w i t h m o d e r a t e numbers of c h i l d r e n . 

The s t u d y o f Bean et al. ( 1 9 7 7 ) r e v e a l e d a s s o c i a t i o n 

b e t w e e n t h e number o f c h i l d r e n and t h e m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n . He 

c o n d u c t e d a s t u d y on , " F a m i l i s m and M a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n among 

Mexican A m e r i c a n s " . T h r e e h u n d r e d and t w e n t y f i v e Mexican Amer ican 
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c o u p l e s , who had b e e n m a r r i e d a t l e a s t 3 y e a r s , w i t h t h e w i f e 

b e i n g n o t o l d e r t h a n 35 y e a r s , and o n c e m a r r i e d c o u p l e s were 

a n a l y s e d and he found t h a t fewer t h e number of c h i l d r e n , g r a t e r 

t h e a f f e c t i v e s a t i s f a c t i o n of b o t h h u s b a n d and w i f e . The v a r i a t i o n 

f o r wives a r e s m a l l s u g g e s t i n g t h a t w ives e x p e r i e n c e more d i r e c t l y 

t h e l i f e s t y l e d i s a d v a n t a g e s of i n c r e a s e d numbers of c h i l d r e n 

t h a n t o h u s b a n d s . 

S i m i l a r l y G l e e n and Weaves i n 1979, has g i v e n "A n o t e 

on Fami ly s i t u a t i o n and G l o b a l h a p p i n e s s " i n e s t i m a t i n g t h e d i r e c t 

e f f e c t s of m a r i t a l s t a t u s and p r e s e n c e of c h i l d r e n . A sample of 

1500 i n d i v i d u a l s were a n a l y s e d u s i n g m u l t i p l e r e g r e s s i o n t e c h n i q u e . 

The mean (3 f o r p r e s e n c e of c h i l d r e n y i e l d e d a l l n e g a t i v e and 

s l i g h t l y s i g n i f i c a n t r e s u l t s . P r e s e n c e of c h i l d r e n was n e g a t i v e l y 

and s i g n i f i c a n t l y r e l a t e d t o o n e ' s w e l l b e i n g . 

F u r t h e r t o s e e "The E f f e c t o f t h e f i r s t c h i l d on t h e 

M a r i t a l R e l a t i o n s h i p " , H o l l y and Rou th ( 1 9 8 1 ) c o l l e c t e d r e q u i r e d 

i n f o r m a t i o n from 46 m a r r i e d c o u p l e s , i n 2 0 - 3 5 y e a r s of age r a n g e 

and were m a r r i e d l e s s t h a n 1-9 y e a r s . R e s u l t s of f o l l o w u p a n a l y s i s 

r e v e a l e d t h a t w i v e s r a t i n g s of t h e i r m a r i t a l a d j u s t m e n t d e c r e a s e d 

s i g n i f i c a n t l y a f t e r t h e b i r t h o f t h e f i r s t c h i l d . 

D u r i n g t h e same y e a r G l e n n and Mclanahan c a r r i e d o u t a 

s t u d y on " C h i l d r e n and M a r i t a l H a p p i n e s s " , t o e s t i m a t e t h e e f f e c t s 

of t h e p r e s e n c e of c h i l d r e n on t h e i r p a r e n t s m a r i t a l h a p p i n e s s . 

One t h o u s a n d f i v e h u n d r e d r e s p o n d e n t s of U n i t e d S t a t e s age 18 and 

o l d e r w e r e i n t e r v i e w e d f a c e t o f a c e . R e s u l t s i n d i c a t e t h a t on 
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a v e r a g e , c h i l d r e n a d v e r s e l y a f f e c t m a r i t a l q u a l i t y f o r s e v e r a l 

l a r g e and i m p o r t a n t s u b p o p u l a t i o n s . 

To d e t e r m i n e w h e t h e r i n v o l u n t a r i l y c h i l d l e s s women and 

m o t h e r s in N o r t h e r n N i g e r i a d i f f e r i n t h e i r l e v e l of m a r i t a l 

a d j u s t m e n t , D a n i e l ( 1 9 8 2 ) , c o n d u c t e d a s t u d y on " C h i l d l e s s n e s s 

and M a r i t a l a d j u s t m e n t i n N o r t h e r n N i g e r i a " . F o u r t y i n v o l u n t a r y 

c h i l d l e s s women who were i n d i v i d u a l l y p r e c i s i o n m a t c h e d w i t h 

f o u r t y m o t h e r s on t h e v a r i a b l e s of e d u c a t i o n , r e l i g i o n . A l l t h e 

women s e l e c t e d were b e t w e e n t h e a g e s of 24 and 38 y e a r s . R e s u l t s 

i n d i c a t e d t h a t two g r o u p s of women d i f f e r e d s i g n i f i c a n t l y i n 

t h e i r l e v e l o f m a r i t a l a d j u s t m e n t . Mothers scored a t a s i g n i f i c a n t l y 

higher l eve l of mari tal adjustment than did i nvo lun t a r i l y c h i l d l e s s wives. 

F u r t h e r , a s t u d y by Ande r son e t a J . ( 1 9 8 3 ) , on ' p e r c e i v e d 

m a r i t a l q u a l i t y and f a m i l y l i f e c y c l e c a t e g o r i e s ' , r e v e a l e d t h a t 

t o t a l number of c h i l d r e n were t h e s i g n i f i c a n t p r e d i c t o r s of t h e 

p a r e n t ' s m a r i t a l q u a l i t y i n a sample of 196 r e s iden t s of Midwestern c i t y . 

D o u g l a s and Gene ( 1 9 8 5 ) , i n v e s t i g a t e d "The r e a l t i o n o f 

c h i l d a g e , g e n d e r and number of c h i l d r e n t o t h e m a r i t a l a d j u s t m e n t 

of w i v e s " by c o m p a r i n g t h e m a r i t a l a d j u s t m e n t o f two h u n d r e d and 

t e n e m p l o y e d w i v e s i n f o u r f a m i l y c a t e g o r i e s , : m o t h e r s w i t h 

i n f a n t , m o t h e r w i t h p r e s c h o o l c h i l d , m o t h e r s w i t h b o t h i n f a n t and 

p r e s c h o o l a n d c h i l d l e s s w i v e s . The D y a d i c A d j u s t m e n t s c a l e was 

a d m i n i s t e r e d t o e v a l u a t e t h e e f f e c t o f c h i l d on t h e q u a l i t y o f 

w i v e ' s m a r r i a g e s . C h i l d l e s s w ives r e p o r t e d h i g h e r l e v e l s of m a r i t a l 

a d j u s t m e n t t h a n t h e combined c a t e g o r y o f m o t h e r s . F u r t h e r a n a l y s i s 
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r e v e a l e d t h a t d i f f e r e n c e s were p r i m a r i l y due t o m o t h e r s w i t h two 

c h i l d r e n and w i t h male c h i l d , s u g g e s t i n g t h a t , d e c r e a s e d m a r i t a l 

a d j u s t m e n t was due t o c e r t a i n t y p e s of c h i l d r e n . 

To s e e t h e combined e f f e c t of p r e s c h o o l c h i l d r e n , 

employment and m a r i t a l s o c i a l d e s i r a b i l i t y o f one h u n d r e d and 

n i n e t y s i x w i v e s , Schumm and R u g a i g h i s (1986) i n v e s t i g a t e d " M a r i t a l 

q u a l i t y o v e r M a r i t a l c a r r e r " . R e s u l t i n d i c a t e d t h a t much of t h e 

o b s e r v e d d e c l i n e i n m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n can be e x p l a i n e d a s a 

r e s u l t of t h e p r e s c h o o l c h i l d . 

Monn ie r e t al. (1989) c a r r i e d o u t a s t u d y on " m a r i t a l 

s a t i s f a c t i o n and i t s r e l a t i o n s h i p t o s e l f , spouse and i d e a l s p o u s e 

f o r b l a c k and w h i t e c o u p l e s , t o i n v e s t i g a t e t h e p o s s i b i l i t y o f 

p r e d i c t i n g m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n f rom number of c h i l d r e n . R e s u l t s 

r e v e a l e d t h a t b l a c k h u s b a n d were more s a t i s f i e d when t h e y had 

more c h i l d r e n and f o r w h i t e w i v e s , 31 p e r c e n t of v a r i a n c e was 

a c c o u n t e d f o r by number o f c h i l d r e n . S m a l l e r f a m i l i e s and p r e v i o u s 

m a r r i a g e s were p r e d i c t i v e of g r e a t e r s a t i s f a c t i o n f o r w h i t e w i v e s . 

S i m i l a r l y , a s t u d y on " G e n d e r d i f f e r e n c e s i n m a r i t a l 

c o m m u n i c a t i o n p a t t e r n s " by White ( 1 9 8 9 ) i n d i c a t e d t h a t c o u p l e s 

who h a v e f e w e r c h i l d r e n a r e more s a t i s f i e d w i t h t h e i r m a r r i a g e s 

t h a n t h o s e w i t h more c h i l d r e n . He f o u n d t h a t , p r e s e n c e of c h i l d r e n 

i s b e s t p r e d i c t o r s , which a c c o u n t e d f o r 9 p e r c e n t o f v a r i a n c e . 

Thus i t can be c o n c l u d e d t h a t , c h i l d r e n a r e t h e b e s t 

p r e d i c t o r s o f m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n . 
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2.7 Family income: 

Now a d a y s , t h e v a l u e s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h i n c o m e , have 

become t h e symbol o f i n n u m e r a b l e n e e d s and s a t i s f a c t i o n s . P e o p l e 

b e l i e v e t h a t i t i s t h e r o a d t o p u r c h a s e many o f s a t i s f a c t i o n s 

t h a t make l i f e w o r t h w h i l e . Money v a l u e s h a v e become t h e supreme 

i s s u e s i n many a s p e c t s of h u s b a n d - w i f e s a t i s f a c t i o n i n t h e m a r r i a g e . 

But t h e money management p r o b l e m s v a r y w i t h t h e s t a g e in t h e 

f a m i l y l i f e c y c l e . B i t by b i t , t h e e v i d e n c e s u b s t a n t i a t e t h e 

p o i n t t h a t t h e a r e a of f a m i l y income i s an i m p o r t a n t a s p e c t o f 

f a m i l y l i f e , f a i l u r e t o l e a r n t o manage , h a v e i m m e d i a t e a d v e r s e 

e f f e c t s on t h e h a p p i n e s s of t h e c o u p l e , as t h e y p r o g r e s s t h r o u g h 

t h e f a m i l y l i f e c y c l e . 

B l a c k and R o b b i n s ( 1 9 8 6 ) , i n v e s t i g a t e d " B l a c k H u s b a n d ' s 

s a t i s f a c t i o n w i t h t h e i r f a m i l y l i f e " , t o t e s t t h e h y p o t h e s i s t h a t 

t h e r e i s a p o s i t i v e r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n s a t i s f a c t i o n w i t h f a m i l y 

l i f e a n d t o t a l money income of t h e f a m i l y . Sample c o n s i s t e d o f 

t h r e e t h o u s a n d f i v e h u n d r e d and s e v e n t y f o u r p e r s o n s of age 18 

and o v e r , o f whom one h u n d r e d and f i f t y e i g h t w e r e b l a c k h u s b a n d s 

r e s i d i n g w i t h t h e i r w i v e s . M u l t i p l e r e g r e s s i o n a n a l y s i s r e v e a l e d 

t h a t , t h o s e men r e s i d i n g i n f a m i l y w i t h an income of 1.5 o r more 

t i m e s t h e p o v e r t y l e v e l were more s a t i s f i e d w i t h t h e i r f a m i l y 

l i f e t h a n were t h o s e w i t h l o w e r i n c o m e s . 

F u r t h e r a s t u d y by Schumm and Ruga rgh i s (1986) on " M a r i t a l 

Q u a l i t y o v e r M a r i t a l C a r e e r " r e v e a l s t h a t m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n 

was l ow i n c a s e of low income m o t h e r s , who w e r e e m p l o y e d f u l l 
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t ime a s c o m p a r e d t o m o t h e r s who were employed p a r t t i m e o n l y and 

t h e h o u s e w i v e s . 

S i m i l a r l y , B e r r y ( 1 9 8 7 ) , a s s e s s e d "The r e l a t i o n s h i p 

be tween q u a l i t y of l i f e , m a r i t a l and income s a t i s f a c t i o n , p a t h 

a n a l y s i s was p e r f o r m e d f o r 26 u n i t s o f i n d i v i d u a l s and f a m i l i e s , 

w i t h one h u n d r e d and n i n e t y f i v e h u s b a n d s and two h u n d r e d and 

f i f t y two w i v e s . R e s u l t s i n d i c a t e d t h a t , f a m i l y income was t h e 

most i m p o r t a n t p r e d i c t o r v a r i a b l e f o r b o t h h u s b a n d s and w i v e s . 

For w i v e s , a l a r g e m e a s u r e o f t h e i r m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n was 

o b t a i n e d t h r o u g h s a t i s f a c t i o n w i t h income and a g r e e m e n t o v e r t h e 

f i n a n c i a l m a t t e r s . 

F u r t h e r a s t u d y on " M a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n in l a t e r l i f e " 

by Lee ( 1 9 8 8 ) r e v e a l e d t h a t t h e s o c i o e c o n o m i c v a r i a b l e , income 

has no s i g n i f i c a n t e f f e c t s on m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n of t h e c o u p l e . 

To i n v e s t i g a t e t h e p o s s i b i l i t y of p r e d i c t i n g m a r i t a l 

s a t i s f a c t i o n from p e r s o n a l income and o t h e r demographic v a r i a b l e s , 

Monnies e t al. ( 1 9 8 9 ) , c o n d u c t e d a s t u d y on " M a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n 

and i t s r e l a t i o n s h i p t o p e r c e p t i o n s of s e l f , s p o u s e and i d e a l 

s p o u s e f o r b l a c k and w h i t e c o u p l e s . R e s u l t s i n d i c a t e d t h a t b o t h 

b l a c k h u s b a n d and w h i t e w i v e s w e r e more s a t i s f i e d when t h e y h a v e 

l a r g e r i n c o m e s . 

F u r t h e r L o r e n z ( 1 9 9 0 ) c o n d u c t e d a s t u d y on " L i n k i n g 

economic h a r d s h i p t o m a r i t a l q u a l i t y and I n s t a b i l i t y " . A sample 

of s e v e n t y s i x w h i t e , m i d d l e c l a s s c o u p l e s from a r u r a l M i d w e s t e r n 
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c o u n t r y were a n a l y s e d . R e s u l t s r e v e a l e d t h a t e c o n o m i c c o n d i t i o n s 

i n f l u e n c e d h u s b a n d ' s m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n i n d i r e c t l y and 

e c o n o m i c s t r a i n i n c r e a s e d h u s b a n d ' s h o s t i l i t y a n d d e c r e a s e d 

w a r m t h / s u p p o r t i v e n e s s of h u s b a n d s t o w a r d s t h e i r w i v e s . The same 

r e s u l t was found f o r w i v e s a l s o , b u t h u s b a n d s b e h a v i o u r i s more 

s t r o n g l y a s s o c i a t e d w i t h economic p r o b l e m s . 

R e c e n t l y D r . V i j a y a n t h i m a l a ( 1 9 9 0 ) c o n d u c t e d a s t u d y 

on " Income and M a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n " t o e x a m i n e some of t h e 

economic f a c t o r s known t o i n f l u e n c e t h e d e g r e e of s a t i s f a c t i o n i n 

m a r r i e d l i f e . A d e t a i l e d i n f o r m a t i o n r e l a t e d t o income and 

e x p e n d i t u r e s was c o l l e c t e d f rom a s a m p l e of o n e h u n d r e d and f i f t y 

w o r k i n g women of Bur l a and Samba lpu r of O r i s s a s t a t e , t h r o u g h 

i n t e r v i e w m e t h o d . The r e s p o n d e n t s w e r e i n t h e a g e g r o u p o f 

21 -55 y e a r s . D e s c r i p t i o n s t a t i s t i c s i n d i c a t e d t h a t t h e income of 

t h e w i f e , t h e h u s b a n d s and t h e t o t a l i n c o m e b o r e a g r e a t e r 

c o r r e l a t i o n t o m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n , i n a l l , t h e s t u d y i n d i c a t e d 

t h a t t o t a l income had a t b e s t no a s s o c i a t i o n and a t w o r s t a 

n e g a t i v e a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n . 

T h u s , b a s e d on t h e r e s u l t s of most of t h e above men t ioned 

s t u d i e s , i t c a n be c o n c l u d e d t h a t t h e f a m i l y income d e t e r m i n e s 

t h e s a t i s f a c t i o n o r d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n of t h e c o u p l e s . Wi th l a r g e 

i n c o m e s , c o u p l e s e x p e r i e n c e g r e a t s a t i s f a c t i o n . I t a l l d e p e n d s 

on how t h e p a r t n e r s manage t h e i r f a m i l y i n c o m e . 

* * * * 
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m-MATERIAL AND METHODS 

A study on marital satisfaction of spouses through the 

stages of the Family was carried out. The collection and the 

analysis of the data are presented under the following headings. 

3.1 Population for the study. 

3.2 Selection of the sample. 

3.3 Tools used for the data collection. 

3.4 Preparation and pretesting of the questionnaire. 

3.5 Data collection. 

3.6 Variables used for the study. 

3.7 Classification and quantification of the data. 

3.8 Statistical analysis. 

3.9 Hypothesis set for the study. 

3.1 Population for the study : 

The study was carried out in Dharwad city during April 

to June 1995 couples representing the different stages of the 

family formulated the sample. 

3.2 SdectioD of the sample: 

I t was d e c i d e d t o t a k e an e q u a l number o f c o u p l e s from 

a l l t h e s t a g e s . The r e s i d e n t i a l a d d r e s s e s o f t h e c o u p l e s was 

o b t a i n e d f rom t h e r e g i s t e r m a i n t a i n e d f o r t h e s t u d e n t s o f 

p r e p r i m a r y , p r i m a r y and h i g h s c h o o l s . About t h r e e h u n d r e d l o c a l 

a d d r e s s e s o f t h e h o u s e s s i t u a t e d i n t h e c e n t r e p a r t of t h e c i t y 

l i k e , Malmadd i , K a l y a n g a g a r , N a r a y a n p u r , H o s e y e l l a p u r and S t a t e 

Bank c o l o n y w e r e l i s t e d . The t o t a l number s o f r e s p o n d e n t s t a k e n 
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f o r t h e s t u d y from d i f f e r e n t l o c a l i t i e s a r e r e p r e s e n t e d i n t h e 

T a b l e - 3 . 1 . 

Table 3.1 : Number of couples from differoit locality. 

Locality 

Malmaddi 

Kalyannagar 

Statebank colony 

Hos ayal1apur 

Narayanpur 

Total : 

sample 

111 

57 

58 

10 

24 

260 

3.3 Tools used for the data collection : 

P r e - t e s t e d q u e s t i o n n a i r e was t h e main t o o l u s e d t o 

e l i c i t t h e n e e d e d i n f o r m a t i o n from t h e r e s p o n d e n t s . 

3.4 Preparation and pre-testing of the questionnaires : 

A s e l f s t r u c t u r e d q u e s t i o n n a i r e was u s e d t o c o l l e c t 

t h e a u x i l i a r y i n f o r m a t i o n and ' M a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n s c a l e ' 

s t a n d a r d i s e d and v a l i d a t e d by A m r u t r a j and J a i p r a k a s h ( 1 9 8 5 ) t o 

c o l l e c t t h e n e c e s s a r y i n f o r m a t i o n of m a r i t a l r e l a t i o n was u s e d . 

B e f o r e u s i n g t h i s s c a l e , t h e s c a l e was t r a n s l a t e d t o 

k a n n a d a v e r s i o n by t h e i n v e s t i g a t o r f o r t h e c o n v e n i e n c e of t h e 

r e s p o n d e n t s . Back T r a n s l a t i o n was a t t e m p t e d . The s c a l e c o n s i s t e d 

of t h i r t y i t e m s , of w h i c h , e l e v e n i t e m s e x p r e s s i n g s a t i s f a c t i o n 

w i t h m a r r i a g e , s p o u s e and a p o s i t i v e e v a l u a t i o n of b o t h . Four 
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s t a t e m e n t s d e a l t w i t h s e x u a l r e l a t i o n and i n t i m a c y , w i t h t h e 

s p o u s e . Two s t a t e m e n t s r e f e r r i n g t o a g r e e m e n t o v e r i s s u e s r e l a t e d 

t o c h i l d r e n . Four i t e m s r e f e r r e d t o s o c i a l r e l a t i o n s and s h a r i n g 

of s o c i a l a c t i v i t i e s and i n t e r e s t s w i t h s p o u s e . Two i t e m s r e f e r r i n g 

t o i n f l u e n c e of o b v i o u s r e f e r e n c e t o d i s a g r e e m e n t s and f r i c t i o n 

i n m a r r i a g e . 

p r e - t e s t i n g of t h e t r a n s l a t e d q u e s t i o n n a i r e was c a r r i e d 

o u t , i n o r d e r t o know t h e r e l i a b i l i t y of t h e s c a l e , and t o g e t an 

i d e a of t h e p o s s i b l e d r a w b a c k s i n t h e q u e s t i o n n a i r e . T h e 

q u e s t i o n a i r e s were d i s t r i b u t e d t o t w e n t y c o u p l e s , who s a t i s f i e d 

t h e r e q u i r e m e n t s . D a t a w a s c o l l e c t e d and s t u d i e d . L a t e r t h e 

q u e s t i o n n a i r e was s l i g h t l y m o d i f i e d a c c o r d i n g t o t h e s u g g e s t i o n s 

made by t h e r e s p o n d e n t s . The t e s t - r e t e s t r e l i a b i l i t y o f t h e s c a l e 

was found and i t was ' . 8 9 ' 

3.5 CoilectioD of the data 

To c o l l e c t t h e n e e d e d i n f o r m a t i o n , t h e p r e - t e s t e d 

q u e s t i o n n a i r e was a d m i n i s t e r e d t o two hundred and s i x t y c o u p l e s . 

The i n v e s t i g a t o r v i s i t e d e a c h s e l e c t e d h o u s i n g u n i t , l e a v i n g t h e 

q u e s t i o n n a i r e f o r e a c h h u s b a n d and e a c h w i f e . A b r i e f i n t r o d u c t i o n 

was g i v e n and made a n a p p o i n t m e n t t o p i c k up back w i t h i n a few 

d a y s . A f t e r 5-6 v i s i t s t h e r e s e a r c h e r cou ld c o l l e c t b a c k o n l y 

t w o - h u n d r e d and t e n q u e s t i o n n a i r e s . 

Whi le c o l l e c t i n g t h e d a t a , t h e r e s e a r c h e r f a c e d p r o b l e m s 

i n s e a r c h i n g many h o u s e s . The r e s e a r c h e r had t o s e a r c h some 

h o u s e s w i t h t h e h e l p of t h e p o s t - m a s t e r of t h a t l o c a l i t y and some 
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of t h e a d d r e s s e s of t h e c o u p l e s , who were s t a y i n g i n t h e r e n t e d 

h o u s e s had s h i f t e d t h e i r r e s i d e n c e . So f i n a l y t h e r e s e a r c h e r 

c o u l d d i s t r i b u t e o n l y 260 q u e s t i o n n a i r e . Many c o u p l e s were n o t 

r e a d y t o f i l l i n t h e q u e s t i o n n a i r e , t h e i n v e s t i g a t o r had t o 

p e r s u a d e t o g i v e t h e r e s p o n s e . However some of t h e c o u p l e s r e t u r n e d 

q u e s t i o n n a i r e w i t h i n c o m p l e t e i n f o r m a t i o n . H e n c e , s u c h 36 

q u e s t i o n a i r e s c o n t a i n i n g i n c o m p l e t e i n f o r m a t i o n w e r e d e l e t e d . 

F i n a l l y t h e sample s i z e c o n s t i t u t e d a r o u n d 176 c o u p l e s i n d i f f e r e n t 

the s t a g e s o f t h e f a m i l y , s u c h a s . 

F a m i l y l i f e 

T i t l e 

1 F a m i l y w i t h p r e s c h o o l 

a g e c h i l d r e n 

2 F a m i l y w i t h s c h o o l age 

c h i I d r e n 

3 F a m i l y w i t h t e e n a g e r s 

4 F a m i l y a s a L a u n c h i n g 

c e n t r e 

c y c l e c a t e g o r i e s 

C r i t e r i a f o r i n c l u s i o n i n s a m p l e . 

O l d e s t c h i l d u n d e r 6 - ^ y e a r s , of 

O l d e s t c h i l d b e t w e e n 6 -12 y e a r s . 

O l d e s t c h i l d b e t w e e n 1 3 - 1 9 y e a r s . 

O l d e s t c h i l d o v e r 20 and s t i l l 

a t home. 

3.6 Variables ased for the study 

The f o l l o w i n g d e p e n d e n t and i n d e p e n d e n t v a r i a b l e s were 

used i n t h e p r e s e n t s t u d y 

3.6.1 D^endent variable 

M a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n 
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3.d.2 Independent variables : 

1. S t a g e of t h e f a m i l y 

2 . G e n d e r 

3. Age at marriage 

4. Age difference between the spouses 

5. Length of marriage 

6. Number of children 

7. Age of the last child 

8. Education of the spouses 

9. Occupation of the spouses 

10. Incoue 

3.7 Classification and quantification of the variables. I 

3.7.1 Dqio ident Variable: Marital satisfaction : 

M a r i t a l s a t i s f a t i o n : To a s s e s s t h e deg ree of s a t i s f a c t i o n 

i n m a r r i a g e , M a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n s c a l e d e v e l o p e d by A m r u t r a j 

and J a i p r a k a 5 h ( 1 9 8 5 ) , was u s e d . The s c a l e c o n t a i n e d 30 i t e m s , 

w i t h t h r e e a l t e r n a t i v e a n s w e r s . The r e s p o n s e s w e r e s c o r e d a s 0 , 1 

and 2 . Maximum s c o r e p o s s i b l e i n t h i s s c a l e was ' 6 0 ' and minimum 

s c o r e was ' 0 ' . In t h e p r e s e n t s t u d y , t h e mean m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n 

s c o r e was 4 7 . 8 3 f o r h u s b a n d s and 4 6 .85 f o r w i v e s . 
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3.7.2. Independent variables: 

1. Stage of the family : There are typical or usual stages 

through which families go through.In the present study, couples 

were classified according to the different stages of the family. 

The number of respondents in each stage and their score range is 

presented in the table 3.2. 

Table 3.2. Distribution of the sample according to the stages in 

the families. 

Stage of the family 

Family with... 

Pre-schoolage 
children 

Schoolage children 

Teenagers 

Launching children 

No. of 
respondents 

40 

45 

45 

46 

Score 

30 -

31 -

40 -

40 -

range 

59 

58 

59 

60 

Mean marital 
satisfaction 

Husband 

45.09 

48.44 

49.11 

48.41 

wife 

43.95 

46.40 

48.60 

48.19 

2. Gender 

The two genders male (husband) and female (wife) are 

considered in the present study. 

3. Age at marriage. 

Age at marriage was taken in terms of full years as 

mentioned by the respondents, which refers to the age of the 

husband and wife at the time of their marriage. 
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4. Age difference between the spouses. 

Age difference between the spouses was calculated using 

the difference of age at marraige of husband and wife, The age 

difference between the spouses ranged from 1 year to 16 years in 

the present study.. 

5. Length of marriage 

Length of marriage refers to the number of years one 

had been alive since marriage. In the present study, length of 

marriage ranged from 2 - 3 1 years. 

6. Nunber of children. 

Number of children referred to the total number of 

children the couple had at the time of data collection. In the 

present study the number ranged from 1 - 7 . 

7. Age of the last child. 

The chronoligical age of the youngest child was taken 

in terms of full years as mentioned by the respondents. Age of 

the last child, in the present study ranged from 1 year to 20 

years. 

8. Education. 

The educational level of the respondents was assessed 

by taking the total number of years of formal education recieved 

by both the husband and wife. The number of years of education 

of the hubsnad's ranged from 8-24 years and that of the wife's 

ranged from 6-20 years. 
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9. Occupation. 

Based on the accupational status of the husbands and 

wives, they were classified as below. 

Category Score 

Unskilled workers Housewives, peons 3 

Skilled workers Carpenters,tailors , barbers,potters 4 

Semi professionals School teachers, businessman, 
agriculturists, clerks,accountants 
assistants and liabrarian. 5 

Higher professionals Engineers, Doctors,Professors, 

Managers, law administrators. 6 

[Kuppuswamy, 1961] 

10. Family Income. 

Family Income refers to the total money income of the family 

both from salary and from all other possible sources. In the 

present study income of the family ranged from Rs.700.00 to 

Rs.9,200. Further per-capita income of the respondents was 

calculated by dividing the total income of the family with the 

total members of that family. Per-capita income in the present 

study ranged from Rs.400.00 to Rs.3,200.00 

Total family income 
per capita income = 

Total number of family members 

3.8. Statistical Analysis: 

The following statistical tools are used for the 

analysis of the data. 

a. Karl Pearson's Product moment correlation co-efficeint 

analysis was used to measure the realtionship between 

dependent and the independent variables using the following 

formula. 
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"E xy - j; X ^ y 

Where, r = Simple correlation co-effceint 

X = Independent variable 

y = Dependent variable 

J]x = Sura of 'x' values 

J]y = Sum of 'y' values 

J]x̂ = Sum of the squares of *x* values 

Y^^= Sum of the squares of 'y' values 

J]xy= Sum of dependent and independent variable 

n = Number of pairs of observation. 

To test the significance of the correlation 

values, 't' value was caculated using the formula, 

t = 
r^n-2 

Jl-r2 
^ t n-2 

b. 

C . 

To see the variation within the stage, ANOVA technique was 

used. 

To test the significance of difference between the husband's 

and wife's marital satisfaction scores, 't' test was 

performed, using the following formula: 

t = 

x^- X2 

1 1 
— + — 
n, n. 

a t n^ + n2 - 2 
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S2 (ni-1) s\ +(n2-l) S2 

Where Ŝ = 
Dj + n2 - 2 

where, Xj = mean of the first group 

X2 = mean of the second group 

n̂  = number of observations in the first group. 

n2 = number of observations in the second group. 

Sj = S.D. of first group. 

S2 = S.D. of second group. 

2 
S = pooled variance. 

3.9 Hypothesis set for the study : 

1. There would be no significant variation in the level 

of marital satisfaction of the spouses at different 

stages of the family. 

2. Age at marriage would not significantly influence the 

mariatal satisfaction of both husband and wife would 

experience the same level of mariatal satisfaction. 

3. Age difference of spouses would not significantly 

influence the marital satisfaction 

4. The marital satisfaction would significantly decrease 

with increase in the length of marriage. 

5. Increased number of children would significantly 

influence the marital satisfaction. 

6. The age of the last child would significantly 

influence the marital satisfaction 

7. Education would not significantly influence the 

marital satisfaction. 

8. Occupational status would significantly influence the 

marital satisfaction. 

9. Marital satisfaction would increase with increased per 

capita income. 
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Operational Definations 

1 . F a m i l y w i t h p r e - s c h o o l c h i l d : - The c h i l d r e n t a k e on more 

i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c r o l e s and t h e c o u p l e ' s r e l a t i o n s h i p may become 

l o s t i n f a m i l y l i f e . 

2 . F a m i l y w i t h s c h o o l a g e c h i l d r e n : - The p a r e n t s a r e i n t h e i r 

t h i r t i e s and t h e s c h o o l a i d s them in g i v i n g g r e a t e r i n d e p e n d e n c e 

t o t h e c h i l d r e n . 

3 . F a m i l y w i t h t e e n a g e r s : - The p e e r g r o u p a s s u m e s g r e a t e r 

i m p o r t a n c e f o r t h e c h i l d r e n a n d t h e i m p o r t a n c e of d a t i n g and 

h e t e r o s e x u a l r e l a t i o n s h i p s i n c r e a s e s . F r e q u e n t l y t h e m o t h e r w o r k s . 

4 . Fami ly a s a l a u n c h i n g c e n t e r : - The c h i l d r e n l e a v e f o r c o l l e g e , 

m a r r i a g e , work o r t h e s e r v i c e . New r o l e p a t t e r n s a r e e s t a b l i s h e d 

f o r b o t h p a r e n t s , e s p e c i a l l y t h e w i f e . 
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IV-RESULTS 

The data of the present study on "Marital satisfaction 

of the spouses through the stages of the family" is analysed in 

this chapter under the following headings. 

4.1. Discrepancies in the marital satisfaction of the spouses 

through the stages of the family. 

4.2. Gender differences in the marital satisfaction of the couples. 

4.3. Influence of age at marriage on the marital satisfaction. 

4.4. Influence of age difference between the spouses on the marital 

satis faction. 

4.5. Influence of length of marriage on the marital satisfaction. 

4.6. Influence of number of children on the marital satisfaction. 

4.7. Influence of age of the last child on the marital satisfaction. 

4.8. Influence of education on the marital satisfaction. 

4.9. Influence of occupation on the marital satisfaction. 

4.10.Influence of pre-capita income on the marital satisfaction. 

4.1. Discrepancies in marital satisfaction of the spouses through the stages 

of the family. 

A p e r s u a l of t h e T a b l e - 1 , shows t h e d i s c r i p a n c i e s i n 

t h e m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n s c o r e s o f t h e c o u p l e a t d i f f e r e n t s t a g e s 

o f t h e f a m i l y . 
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' F ' t e s t was c a r r i e d o u t t o t e s t t h e s i g n i f i c a n c e of 

d i f f e r e n c e b e t w e e n mean m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n s c o r e s f o r h u s b a n d s 

and w i v e s i n v a r i o u s s t a g e s . A c c o r d i n g l y t h e c r i t i c a l d i f f e r e n c e 

( C D . ) was worked o u t . ' F ' v a l u e was found t o be s i g n i f i c a n t f o r 

bo th h u s b a n d a n d w i f e . R e s u l t s r e v e a l e d t h a t t h e d e g r e e of m a r i t a l 

s a t i s f a c t i o n of b o t h h u s b a n d and w i f e i n t h e f i r s t s t a g e was 

s i g n i f i c a n t l y l o w e r t h a n t h a t d u r i n g l a t e r s t a g e s . F u r t h e r , 

s t a t i s t i c a l l y n o n s i g n i f i c a n t r e l a t i o n was found for t h e v a r i a t i o n 

i n m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n o f t h e c o u p l e s d u r i n g t h e l a t e r s t a g e s . 

However t h e mean m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n s c o r e was h i g h e r d u r i n g t h e 

t h i r d s t a g e , f o l l o w e d by t h e f o u r t h s t a g e . Hence t h e h y p o t h e s i s 

t h a t , t h e r e would b e n o v a r i a t i o n i n t h e l e v e l of m a r i t a l 

s a t i s f a c t i o n a t d i f f e r e n t s t a g e s i s r e j e c t e d . 

4.2 Gender difference in the marital satisfaction of the couples 

A v i e w a t t h e T a b l e - 2 , shows t h e Gender d i f f e r e n c e i n 

t h e m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n of t h e c o u p l e . 

* t ' t e s t was c a r r i e d o u t t o know t h e s i g n i f i c a n c e o f 

g e n d e r d i f f e r e n c e i n m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n , t h r o u g h d i f f e r e n t s t a g e s 

of t h e f a m i l y . The c a l c u l a t e d ' t ' v a l u e was f o u n d t o b e 

n o n s i g n i f i c a n t i n a l l t h e s t a g e s , f o r b o t h h u s b a n d and w i f e . 

However, t h e husbands mean m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n s c o r e was r e l a t i v e l y 

h i g h e r t h a n t h e t h a t of w i v e s . 

Hence t h e h y p o t h e s i s t h a t t h e h u s b a n d a n d wi fe would 

e x p e r i e n c e t h e same l e v e l of m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n t h r o u g h t h e 

s t a g e s of t h e f a m i l y l i f e c y c l e i s a c c e p t e d . 
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4'J (a) Discrepancies in the marital satisfaction scores of the spouses through 

the stages of the famiUy. 

ANOVA (HUSBAND) 

sv 

TRT 

ERROR 

TOTAL 

DF 

3 

173 

176 

SS 

412.625 

5,590.313 

6,002.938 

MS 

137.542 

32.314 

F 

4.256* 

CV 11,88% Mean 47.831 

Critical Difference(C.D.) 

C D . for comparing the stage 3 with stage 1 

C D . for comparing the stage 3 with stage 2 

C D . for comparing the stage 3 with stage 4 

4.1(b) 

ANOVA (WIFE) 

2.38 

2.34 

2.33 

SV 

TRT 

ERROR 

TOTAL 

DF 

3 

173 

176 

SS 

574.750 

7,294.750 

7,869.500 

MS 

191.583 

42.166 

F 

4.544** 

CV 13.86% Mean 46.859 

Critical Difference(C.D.) 

C D . for comparing the stage 3 with stage 1 = 2.72 

C D . for comparing the stage 3 with stage 2 = 2.68 

C D . for comparing the stage 3 with stage 4 = 2.66 
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4.2. Gender Difference in the Marital satisfaction of the couples 

stage 

I. Family with 

pre-school 

children. 

II.Family with 

schoolage 

children. 

III. Family with 

teenagers 

III.Family as a 

a launching 

centre . 

Marital 

Mean 

SD 

N 

Mean 

SD 

N 

Mean 

SD 

N 

Mean 

SD 

N 

Husband 

45.10 

5.83 

40 

48.44 

6.14 

45 

49.11 

6.19 

45 

48.41 

5.27 

46 

Wife 

43.95 

8.13 

40 

46.40 

5.04 

45 

48.60 

4.88 

45 

48.20 

5.04 

46 

't' value 

0.72^^ 

1.72^S 

0.43^^ 

0.19*̂ ^ 

NS = Non S i g n i f i c a n t 
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4.3. Influence of age at marriage on the marital satisfaction. 

A c l o s e l o o k a tH^Table-S , r e v e a l s t h e i n f l u e n c e o f age 

a t m a r r i a g e on the m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n . Simple c o r r e l a t i o n a n a l y s i s 

was c a r r i e d o u t t o know t h e r e l a t i o n b e t w e e n t h e s e two v a r i a b l e s . 

I t i s e v i d e n t from t h e t a b l e t h a t , h u s b a n d ' s age a t 

m a r r i a g e was p o s i t i v e l y r e l a t e d w i t h m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n i n a l l 

t h e s t a g e s , f u r t h e r i n c a s e of w i v e s a l s o t h e age a t m a r r i a g e was 

p o s i t i v e l y r e l a t e d w i t h t h e m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n i n t h e f i r s t two 

s t a g e s , b u t i n t h e l a s t two s t a g e s , t h e r e l a t i o n was found t o be 

n e g a t i v e . However , none of t h e r e s u l t s were found t o be s i g n i f i c a n t 

e x c e p t f o r t h e h u s b a n d s d u r i n g t h e f o u r t h s t a g e , where t h e i n f l u e n c e 

of h u s b a n d ' s a g e a t m a r r i a g e on t h e m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n was 

s t a t i s t i c a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t a t 5% l e v e l of p r o b a b i l i t y . 

JcHence t h e h y p o t h e s i s t h a t a g e h a s no s i g n i f i c a n t 

i n f l u e n c e on t h e m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n i s r e j e c t e d i n c a s e of 

w i v e s and i s a c c e p t e d f o r h u s b a n d s . 

4.4. Influence of age differences between Husband and Wife on the marital 

sati^action. 

An a p p r a i s a l o f . vTab le -4 i n d i c a t e s t h e a g e d i f f e r e n c e 

b e t w e e n s p o u s e s and i t s i n f l u e n c e o n t h e m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n . 

R e s u l t p o i n t o u t t h a t , f o r b o t h h u s b a n d s a n d w i v e s , a s 

t h e a g e d i f f e r e n c e b e t w e e n t h e s p o u s e s i n c r e a s e d , t h e m a r i t a l 

s a t i s f a c t i o n w a s d e c r e a s e d d u r i n g a l l t h e s t a g e s , e x c e p t d u r i n g 

t h e f i r s t s t a g e . However , n o n e o f t h e r e s u l t s w e r e found t o be 

s t a t i s t i c a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t . 



43 . Influence of Age at marriage on the Marital satisfaction. 

stage of the 

family 

Preschool stage 

School age stage 

Teenage stage 

Launching stage 

'r' value 

Husband 

0.266^^ 

0.094"^^ 

0.208'̂ ^ 

0.297* 

Wife 

0.128 

0.158»*« 

-0.470^^ 

-0.049^* 

* S ign i f i can t a t 5% 

NS Non-s igni f icant 
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4A. Influence of age difference between the spouses 

on the marita] satisfaction. 

Stage of the 

family 

Preschool stage 

School age stage 

Teenage stage 

Launching stage 

'r' value 

Husband 

NS 

0.03369 
NS 

-0.15061 

-0.02724*'^ 
uc 

-0.13015 

Wife 

0.023 

-0.357''^ 

-0.298"^ 

-0.064*'^ 

NS N o n - s i g n i f i c a n t 
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Hence t h e h y p o t h e s i s t h a t age d i f f e r e n c e s of s p o u s e 

would s i g n i f i c a n t l y i n f l u e n c e t h e m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n i s r e j e c t e d . 

4.5. Influence of length of marriage on the marital satisfaction. 

T a b l e - 5 , p r e s e n t s t h e i n f l u e n c e of l e n g t h o f m a r r i a g e 

on t h e m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n . 

I t i s c l e a r from t h e t a b l e t h a t , i n c a s e of h u s b a n d s , 

l e n g t h of m a r r i a g e p o s s e s s e d s i g n i f i c a n t and n e g a t i v e e f f e c t on 

t h e m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n d u r i n g t h e f i r s t s t a g e and a p o s i t i v e 

s i g n i f i c a n t e f f e c t i n t h e l a s t t h r e e s t a g e s . S i m i l a r l y f o r w i v e s , 

l e n g t h of m a r r i a g e had n e g a t i v e e f f e c t s d u r i n g t h e f i r s t two 

s t a g e s and p o s i t i v e e f f e c t d u r i n g t h e l a s t two s t a g e s . However , 

t h e s i g n i f i c a n t e f f e c t was found o n l y d u r i n g t h e f i r s t s t a g e . 

Hence o n e can a c c e p t t h e h y p o t h e s i s t h a t t h e m a r i t a l 

s a t i s f a c t i o n would d e c r e a s e w i t h i n c r e a s e i n t h e l e n g t h of m a r r i a g e 

o n l y d u r i n g t h e f i r s t s t a g e f o r h u s b a n d s and f i r s t two s t a g e s f i r 

w i v e s , i s a c c e p t e d . 

4.6. Influence of number of children on the marital satisfaction. 

A close look at^Table-6, reveals the influence of number 

of children on the marital satisfaction. 

It is evident from the table that, in case of husbands 

the marital satisfaction was decreased with increased number of 
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4.5. Influence of length of marriage on the Marital satisfaction. 

stage of the 

family 

Preschool stage 

Schoolage stage 

Teenage stage 

Launching stage 

'r' value 

Husband 

-0.348* 

0.340* 

0.492* 

0.379* 

Wife 

-0.323* 

-0.270^^ 

0.091^^ 

0.202^^ 

* Significant at 5% 

NS Non-significant 
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4.6. Influence of number of children on the Marital satisfaction. 

stage of the 

family 

Preschool stage 

School age stage 

Teenage stage 

Launching stage 

'r' value 

Husband 

-0.412* 

-0.308* 

-0.418* 

-0.123^^ 

Wife 

-0.361* 

-O.OO5NS 

-0.087^® 

0.296* 

* S i g n i f i c a n t a t 5% l e v e l 

NS N o n - s i g n i f i c a n t 
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c h i l d r e n b u t t h e r e l a t i o n was found t o be s t a t s t i c a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t 

d u r i n g t h e i n i t a l s t a g e s . S i m i l l a r l y i n c a s e of w i v e s , t h e m a r i t a l 

s a t i s f a c t i o n d e c r e a s e d w i t h i n c r e a s e d number of c h i l d r e n d u r i n g 

t h e i n i t i a l s t a g e s b u t d u r i n g t h e l a u n c h i n g s t a g e , t h e m a r i t a l 

s a t i s f a c t i o n i n c r e a s e d w i t h i n c r e a s e d number of c h i l d r e n . However, 

t h e r e l a t i o n was s a t i s t i c a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t o n l y d u r i n g t h e f i r s t 

and l a s t s t a g e : 

Thus t h e h y p o t h e s i s t h a t t h e i n c r e a s e d number of c h i l d r e n 

would i n f l u e n c e t h e m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n of t h e c o u p l e s i s a c c e p t e d 

i n c a s e of h u s b a n d s and r e j e c t e d i n c a s e of w i v e s , d u r i n g t h e 

l a t e r s t a g e s . 

4.7. Influence of age of the last child on the marital satisfaction. 

A v iew a t ^ T a b l e - 7 , shows t h e i n f l u e n c e of a g e of t h e 

y o u n g e s t c h i l d on m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n . Age of t h e y o u n g e s t c h i l d 

was p o s i t i v e l y c o r r e l a t e d w i t h t-be m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n o f b o t h 

t h e h u s b a n d s and w i v e s and i t i s n e g a t i v e l y c o r r e l a t e d w i t h t h e 

m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n d u r i n g t h e l a s t s t a g e . However , r e l a t i o n 

b e t w e e n t h e s e two a t t r i b u t e s was found t o be s t a t i s t i c a l l y 

s i g n i f i c a n t i n t h e l a s t t h r e e s t a g e s f o r h u s b a n d and s e c o n d and 

t h i r d s t a g e s f o r w i v e s . 

Hence t h e h y p o t h e s i s t h a t , t h e age of t h e l a s t c h i l d 

would i n f l u e n c e t he m a r t i a l s a t i s f a c t i o n of t h e c o u p l e s i s a c c e p t e d . 
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4.7. Influence of age of Ifae last child on llie Marital satisfaction. 

Stage of the 

family 

Preschool stage 

School age stage 

Teenage stage 

Launching stage 

'r' value 

Husband 

0.266"^ 

0.357 

0.401* 

-0.290* 

Wife 

NS 

0.023 

0.357 

0.298* 

-0.064"^ 

* S ign i f i can t at 5% 

NS Non-s igni f icant 
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STAGE OF THE FAMILY 

FIG.NO. 3: INFLUENCE OF AGE OF THE LAST CHILD ON THE 
MARITAL SATISFACTION. 
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4.8. Influence of education on the marital satisfaction. 

A c u r s o r y g l a n c e a t ^ T a b l e - 8 , i n d i c a t e s t h e i n f l u e n c e o f 

e d u c a t i o n on t h e m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n . 

As e x p e c t e d t h e e d u c a t i o n was p o s i t i v e l y r e l a t e d w i t h 

t h e m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n of t h e c o u p l e s i n a l l t h e s t a g e s . However, 

t h e s i g n i f i c a n t i n f l u e n c e was s een o n l y f o r h u s b a n d s , d u r i n g t h e 

f i r s t two s t a g e s . 

Hence t h e h y p o t h e s i s s e t f o r t h e i n v e s t i g a t i o n t h a t 

e d u c a t i o n would n o t i n f l u e n c e t h e m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n of t h e 

c o u p l e s i s r e j e c t e d fo r h u s b a n d s i n t h e f i r s t two s t a g e s and i s 

a c c e p t e d i n c a s e of w i v e s . 

4.9. Influence of occupation on the marital satisfaction. 

An a p p r a i s a l o f t h e T a b l e - 9 shows t h e i n f l u e n c e o f 

o c c u p a t i o n on t h e m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n . 

For b o t h h u s b a n d s and w i v e s , t h e m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n 

was i n c r e a s e d w i t h i n c r e a s e d o c c u p a t i o n a l s t a t u s i n a l l t h e s t a g e s 

e x c e p t d u r i n g t h e t h i r d s t a g e , w h e r e t h e m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n was 

d e c r e a s e d w i t h i n c r e a s e d o c c u p a t ional s t a t u s . H o w e v e r , t h e 

s t a t i s t i c a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t i n f l u e n c e was s e e n d u r i n g t h e f i r s t 

t h r e e s t a g e s f o r h u s b a n d s and t h i r d s t a g e f o r w i v e s . 
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4.8. Influence of education on the Marital satisfaction. 

Stage of the 

family 

Preschool stage 

School age stage 

Teenage stage 

Launching stage 

'r' value 

Husband 

0.311* 

0.294* 

das'" 

0.184''' 

Wife 

0.168*'̂  

0.108'*' 

0. 028 

0.180^* 

* Significant at 5% level 

NS Non-significant 
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4.9. Influence of occupation on the Marital satisfaction. 

s t a g e of t h e 

f ami l y 

P r e s c h o o l s t a g e 

S c h o o l a g e s t a g e 

T e e n a g e s t a g e 

L a u n c h i n g s t a g e 

' r ' v a l u e 

Husband 

0 . 2 0 5 * 

0 . 2 9 7 * 

- 0 . 4 8 2 * 

0.04 4" ' 

Wife 

NS 

0 . 0 2 3 

o.as?'^ 

0 . 2 9 8 * 

- 0 . 0 6 4 " ' 

* Significant at 5% 

NS Non-significant 
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Thus t h e h y p o t h e s i s t h a t t h e o c c u p a t i o n a l s t a t u s would 

i n f l u e n c e t h e m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n i s a c c e p t e d i n c a s e of h u s b a n d s 

and i s r e j e c t e d i n c a s e of w i v e s . 

4.10. Influence of per-capita income on the marital satisfaction. 

The T a b l e - 1 0 , p r e s e n t s t h e i n f l u e n c e of p e r c a p i t a 

income on t h e m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n . 

I t i s c l e a r from t h e t a b l e t h a t , t h e p e r - c a p i t a income 

was p o s i t i v e l y c o r r e l a t e d w i t h m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n of t h e c o u p l e s , 

i n a l l t h e s t a g e s and i t s i n f l u e n c e i s s t a t i s t i c a l y s i g n i f i c a n t 

i n a l l t h e s t a g e s e x c e p t d u r i n g t h e f o u r t h s t a g e f o r h u s b a n d s . 

Thus t h e h y p o t h e s i s , s e t f o r t h e i n v e s t i g a t i o n t h a t , 

t h e m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n would i n c r e a s e w i t h i n c r e a s e d p e r - c a p i t a 

income i s a c c e p t e d f o r t h e i n i t i a l s t a g e s of t h e f a m i l y . 

# * * * 



58 

4.10. Influence of per capita income on the marital satisfaction. 

stage of the 

family 

Preschool stage 

School age stage 

Teenage stage 

Launching stage 

*r' value 

Husban 

0.326* 

0.376* 

0.275* 

NS 

0.175 

Wife 

0.342* 

0.264* 

0.364 

0.266* 

* Significant at 5% level 

NS Non-significant 
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V - DISCUSSION 

The findings of the present study are discussed under 

the following headings: 

5.1 Marital satisfaction of the spouses at different stage 

of the family. 

5.2 Gender difference in marital satisfaction. 

5.3 Age at marriage and marital satisfaction. 

5.4 Age difference between the spouses and marital 

sat isfaction. 

5.5 Length of marriage and marital satisfaction, 

5.6 Number of children and marital satisfaction. 

5.7 Age of the last child and marital satisfaction. 

5.8 Education and marital satisfaction. 

5.9 Occupation and marital satisfaction. 

5.10 Per capita income and marital satisfaction. 
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5.1. Discrepancies in the marital satisfaction of the spouses at different stages 
of Uie Family. 

In t h e p r e s e n t s t u d y , a g r a d u a l i n c r e a s e i n t h e m a r i t a l 

s a t i s f a c t i o n from t h e * p r e - s c h o o l ' s t a g e t o t h e ' l a u n c h i n g s t a g e ' 

i s o b s e r v e d a n d t h e m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n d u r i n g t h e ' p r e - s c h o o l ' 

s t a g e was found t o be s i g n i f i c a n t l y l o w e r t h a n t h a t of t h e o t h e r 

t h r e e s t a g e s . 

T h i s r e s u l t i s i n l i n e w i t h t h e s t u d y of B u r r ( 1 9 7 0 ) , 

who found t h a t , t h e r e was no s y s t e m a t i c d e c l i n e o v e r t h e l i f e 

c y c l e i n s a t i s f a c t i o n and t h e r e was e v e n a s l i g h t i n c r e a s e i n 

s e v e r a l a r e a s a f t e r t h e ' s c h o o l a g e s t a g e * . 

The p r o b a b l e r e a s o n f o r d e c r e a s e i n t h e m a r t i a l 

s a t i s f a c t i o n of t h e s p o u s e s , may be e x p l a i n e d i n v a r i o u s ways . 

I n t e r m s of s a t i s f a c t i o n i n t h e m a r r i a g e , r e s e a r c h e r s ( B l o o d , 

1979 and R e n n e , 1 9 7 0 ) found t h a t , f o r m o s t of t h e c o u p l e , t h e 

i n i t i a l s t a g e o f t h e m a r r i a g e - b e f o r e h a v i n g c h i l d r e n i s t h e 

h a p p i e s t o f a l l t h e r e m a i n i n g s t a g e s i n t h e l i f e c y c l e . P r e -

c h i l d y e a r s o f t h e m a r r i a g e a r e u s u a l l y t h e h a p p i e s t f o r mos t 

c o u p l e s . B e c a u s e d u r i n g t h e s e y e a r s , t h e p e r s o n a l i t y i n t e r a c t i o n 

be tween t h e h u s b a n d and w i f e i s s t r o n g e r , i n t e r m s o f a f f e c t i o n 

f o r s p o u s e , q u a l i t y i n r e l a t i o n s h i p , e x p r e s s i o n of l o v e , s e x u a l 

en joyment , c o m p a n i o n s h i p and communica t ion . Thus d e v e l o p i n g s t r o n g 

p h y s i c a l and e m o t i o n a l i n t i m a c y . Young c o u p l e s v iew t h i s p h a s e 

a s a t i m e o f new f r e e d o m s , f r e e d o m f r o m t h e e c o n o m i c 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s o f c h i l d r e n , f reedom t o be m o b i l e , f r eedom from 

housework and o t h e r f a m i l y c h o r e s . The d i s a g r e e m e n t s b e t w e e n t h e 
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young c o u p l e s m a i n l y comes from what movie t o s e e , where t o go 

and t h e l i k e . But w i t h t h e a d v e n t of t h e f i r s t baby , t h e s e young 

c o u p l e s a r e r e q u i r e d t o make t r e m e n d o u s number o f a d j u s t m e n t s 

w i t h t h e new l i f e s t y l e , c h a n g e d h a b i t p a t t e r n s and r o l e s . They 

have t o a s sume heavy r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s of c h i l d r e a r i n g , which 

demands a c o m p l i c a t e d i n t e r a c t i o n p a t t e r n and r e l a t i o n s h i p s . They 

a r e r e q u i r e d t o a d j u s t t o t h e l e s s f a s c i n a t i n g t a s k s of a t t e n d i n g , 

c h a u f f e r i n g t h e c h i l d r e n t o and from t h e i r a c t i v i t i e s . But t h e 

a d j u s t m e n t s t o t h e s e c h a n g e s a r e a c q u i r e d s l o w l y by t h e young 

c o u p l e s . Some c o u p l e s a c c e p t t h e c h a n g e more g r a c i o u s l y t h a n 

o t h r e s . As R i c e ( 1 9 7 9 ) s t a t e d t h a t , " M a r i t a l a d j u s t m e n t i s t h e 

p r o c e s s of m o d i f y i n g , a d a p t i n g o r a l t e r i n g t h e i n d i v i d u a l ' s and 

t h e c o u p l e ' s p a t t e r n of b e h a v i o u r s and i n t e r a c t i o n t o a c h i e v e 

maximum s a t i s f a c t i o n i n t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p " . A l l t h e s e c h a n g e s and 

a d j u s t m e n t s c a u s e c o n s i d e r a b l e u n a v o i d a b l e s t r e s s and s t r a i n . 

F u r t h e r , t h e p r e s e n c e of y o u n g e r age c h i l d / c h i l d r e n demands c o n s t a n t 

c a r e and s u p e r v i s i o n o f t h e p a r e n t s i n o r d e r t o e n s u r e t h e s a f e t y 

of a c t i v e , e n e r g e t i c and i n n o c e n t c h i l d / c h i l d r e n . These c h i l d r e n 

a r e c o m p l e t e l y d e p e n d e n t on t h e i r p a r e n t s f o r t h e i r p h y s i c a l a s 

w e l l a s e m o t i o n a l n e e d s . P a r e n t s f i n d s h o r t a g e of l e i s u r e t i m e . 

As a r e s u l t , some t imes c o u p l e s c a n n o t h a v e enough r e c r e a t i o n and 

b a l a n c e be tween r e s t and work . T h i s l e a d s t o t h e c o n s t a n t f e e l i n g 

of f a t i g u e . A l l t h e s e f a c t o r s m i g h t be t h e r e a s o n s f o r t h e young 

c o u p l e s t o h a v e l o w e r m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n 

D u r i n g l a t e r s t a g e s , u s u a l l y c h i l d r e n a r e q u i t e 

i n d e p e n d e n t . They c a n t a k e c a r e o f t h e m s e l v e s a s w e l l a s , a r e 
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a b l e t o s h o u l d e r some of t h e r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s o f t h e i r p a r e n t s . 

The c h a n c e s of g e t t i n g l e i s u r e t i m e a u t o m a t i c a l l y i n c r e a s e s f o r 

t h e c o u p l e . Thus t h e y f i n d more t i m e f o r one a n o t h e r t o i n t e r a c t 

and t o r e b u i l d t h e i r i n t i m a t e r e l a t i o n . Moreover t h e mutua l 

u n d e r s t a n d i n g b e t w e e n h u s b a n d and w i f e a l s o i m p r o v e s w i t h a g e . 

Added t o i t , t h e m e n t a l m a t u r i t y of t h e c o u p l e s i n t h e a d v a n c e d 

s t a g e s h e l p s them i n k e e p i n g b a l a n c e b e t w e e n p l a n n i n g and e x e c u t i n g 

t h e t a s k s . Hence t h e y e x p e r i e n c e h i g h e r d e g r e e of m a r i t a l 

s a t i s f a c t i o n d u r i n g l a t e r s t a g e s . 

5.2. Gender difference in marital satisfaction : 

I n c o n t r a s t t o t h e e a r l i e r f i n d i n g s , t h e p r e s e n t s t u d y 

showed no s i g n i f i c a n t g e n d e r d i f f e r e n c e i n t h e m a r t i a l s a t i s f a c t i o n , 

s c o r e s of h u s b a n d and w i f e . However, h u s b a n d ' s mean m a r i t a l 

s a t i s f a c t i o n s c o r e was s l i g h t l y h i g h e r t h a n t h a t o f t h e i r w i v e s . 

The r e s u l t i s i n l i n e w i t h t h e r e s u l t of t h e s t u d y c a r r i e d o u t by 

Rhyne ( 1 9 8 1 ) who a l s o f o u n d t h a t , men a r e more s a t i s f i e d w i t h 

t h e i r m a r r i a g e s t h a n women. They r e p o r t t h a t m a l e s t y p i c a l l y 

p a r t i c i p a t e i n a w i d e r s e t o f i n s t i t u t i o n s t h a n f e m a l e s . Hence 

t h e y have many a l t e r n a t i v e s t o g e t s a t i s f i e d i n t h e i r l i f e . 

One of t h e few c o n s i s t e n t f i n d i n g s i s t h a t men t e n d t o 

be more s a t i s f i e d w i t h t h e i r m a r r i a g e s t h a n women. ( B e r n a r d , 

1972; C a m p b e l l et al. 1 9 7 6 ; A t k i n s o n , 1 9 8 0 ; US B u r r e r of t h e 

C e n s u s , 1 9 7 6 ) . Some r e s e a r c h e r s ( S i n k k o n e n , 1 9 7 4 ; G lenn and 

Weaver , 197 8) have s u g g e s t e d t h a t s u c h g e n d e r d i f f e r e n c e s a r e t h e 

r e s u l t o f d i f f e r e n t i a l b a s e s of m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n f o r men and 

women. Some p e r s o n a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s , s u c h a s a g e , e d u c a t i o n a l 
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l e v e l , income and so on , a c c o u n t f o r v e r y l i t t l e of t h e v a r i a n c e 

i n m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n . 

F u r t h e r , t h e gap b e t w e e n t h e two g e n d e r s w i t h r e g a r d t o 

r o l e p e r f o r m a n c e , p e r c e i v e d s e l f image , c o m m u n i c a t i o n , e x p e c t a t i o n s 

and v a l u e s i s n a r r o w i n g , due t o t h e e g a l i t a r i a n l i f e s t y l e of t h e 

c o u p l e s . H e n c e , t h e r e i s no much v a r i a t i o n i n t h e l e v e l o f 

m a r t i a l s a t i s f a c t i o n of men ( h u s b a n d s ) and women ( w i v e s ) . 

5 3 . Age at marriage and Uie marital satisfaction. 

M a r r i a g e a t H i g h e r a g e i n c r e a s e d m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n 

f o r h u s b a n d s i n a l l t h e s t a g e s , b u t i n c a s e o f w i v e s , t h e 

s a t i s f a c t i o n d e c r e a s e d d u r i n g t h e l a s t two s t a g e s . 

As t h e a g e a t m a r r i a g e i n c r e a s e s , i n d i v i d u a l s w i l l have 

more m a t u r e e x p e r i e n c e s o f l i f e . T h e s e e x p e r i e n c e s e n a b l e s them 

t o g a i n k n o w l e d g e f o r b e t t e r r o l e p e r f o r m a n c e , t o a d j u s t b e t t e r 

t o t h e c h a n g e s i n t h e i r r o l e s t h e y p e r f o r m a f t e r t h e i r m a r r i a g e . 

S i m i l a r l y , Boo th and Edwards ( 1 9 8 5 ) o p i n e t h a t , p e r s o n s i n t h e i r 

l a t e m a r r i a g e s h a v e had more l i f e e x p e r i e n c e s t h a n i n d i v i d u a l s 

who wed a t a y o u n g e r a g e . Given t h i s e x p e r i e n c e , t h e i r s t a n d a r d s 

of r o l e p e r f o r m a n c e may be w e l l d e v e l o p e d and more f i r m l y e n t r e n c h e d 

w i t h y o u n g e r i n d i v i d u a l s . 

Lee (197 7) s u g g e s t e d t h e t h e o r y t h a t p e o p l e who mar ry 

young e x p e r i e n c e l o w e r m a r t i a l s a t i s f a c t i o n due t o l a c k of 

p r e p a r a t i o n f o r m a r i t a l r o l e p e r f o r m a n c e , p o o r r o l e p e r f o r m a n c e 

d e c r e a s e s s a t i s f a c t i o n . The i n d i v i d u a l s m a r r y i n g e a r l y have 

l e s s t h a n a d e q u a t e r o l e m o d e l s , t h e r e b y c o n t r i b u t i n g t o t h e l a t e r 
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i n a d e q u a c y in t h e i r own p e r f o r m a n c e a s a s p o u s e , b e c a u s e o f l e s s 

t o l e r a n c e f o r a n y m a r i t a l d i s t u r b a n c e t h e y e n c o u n t e r . 

A c c o r d i n g t o L a n d i s ( 1 9 7 4 ) , t h e q u e s t i o n of 'when t o 

m a r r y ' i s a n s w e r e d i n t e r m s of o n e ' s own d e v e l o p m e n t . E m o t i o n a l 

r e a d i n e s s o f m a r r i a g e i s much more i m p o r t a n t t h a n a n y o t h e r 

p e r s o n a l i t y t r a i t . I t h o l d s t h a t a c c e p t a n c e of t h e m a r r i a g e 

r e l a t i o n s h i p i s of m a j o r i m p o r t a n c e - t o be a b l e , h o n e s t l y t o 

p r a c t i c e t h e words " t o l o v e , h o n o u r a n d c h e r i s h , f o r b e t t e r o r 

f o r w o r s e . 

F u r t h e r a c o n t r a d i c t o r y r e s u l t was f o u n d f o r t h e w i v e s 

d u r i n g t h e l a s t two s t a g e s . The w i v e s who w e r e m a r r i e d in t h e i r 

l a t e r y e a r s e x p e r i e n c e d l o w e r m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n . The p e r s o n 

who i s o l d e r i s p i c t u r e d a s h a b i t - r i d d e n and f i x e d i n h i s w a y s . 

L ike t h i s , t h e w ives m a r r y i n g l a t e , h a v i n g t h e f i x e d p a t t e r n of 

b e h a v i o r , may f i n d d i f f i c u l t y i n making a d j u s t m e n t s w i t h t h e 

p a r t n e r ( B o o t h and E d w a r d s , 1985) B e i n g u n m a r r i e d f o r so l o n g 

migh t h a v e made them f e e l l e s s o b l i g a t e d t o t h e m a r r i a g e so t h a t 

t h e r e a r e f e w e r m o r a l p r e s c r i p t i o n s f o r k e e p i n g i t i n t a c t , which 

a l l , u l t i m a t e l y r e s u l t s i n l o w e r l e v e l of m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n . 

5.4. Age difTeroice between the spouses and the marital satisfaction. 

The present study revealed that greater age difference 

between the spouses decreased the perceived marital satisfaction 

of the couples during the later three stages. This might be due 

to the fact that, when there is less age gap between the spouses, 

more will be the similarity in their tastes, interests, attitudes. 
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v a l u e s , n e e d s and r o l e c o n c e p t s and o v e r a l l o u t l o o k on l i f e . I t 

migh t be p resumed t h a t g r e a t e r t h e d i f f e r e n c e be tween t h e ages o f 

h u s b a n d and w i f e , fewer would be t h e c h a n c e s of t h e i r a c h i e v i n g 

harmony and h a p p i n e s s i n t h e i r m a r i t a l and f a m i l y r e l a t i o n s (Kapur 

1970) . 

F u r t h e r t h e m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n of t h e c o u p l e s i n c r e a s e d 

w i t h g r e a t e r a g e d i f f e r e n c e b e t w e e n t h e s p o u s e s d u r i n g t h e e a r l i e r 

two s t a g e s . As t h e age d i f f e r e n c e b e t w e e n t h e h u s b a n d s and w i v e s 

i n c r e a s e s , t h e husband may assumed t o be l i t t l e c o n s i d e r a t e towards 

t h e i r p a r t n e r s . Th is s u p p o r t i n g and c a r i n g n a t u r e of h u s b a n d s 

e n h a n c e t h e s e c u r i t y f e e l i n g of t h e i r w i v e s . The d o m i n a t i n g r o l e 

of h u s b a n d and a f f e c t i o n a t e s u b m i s s i v e r o l e of wives add much t o 

t h e i r s a t i s f a c t i o n i n m a r r i e d l i f e . However , t h e i n f l u e n c e i s n o t 

s t a t i s t i c a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t . The p r o b a b l e r e a s o n f o r t h e n o n ­

s i g n i f i c a n t r e s u l t may be t t e t t , from t h e d a t a i t i s c l e a r t h a t , 

more t h a n 2 / 3 ^ (68%) of t h e c o u p l e s had a g e d i f f e r e n c e of o n l y 

3-5 y e a r s and v e r y few (7%) had t h e a g e d i f f e r e n c e o f more t h a n 

t e n y e a r s . 

5.5. Length of marriage and the marital sadsfaction. 

The s p o u s e s e x p e r i e n c e d l o w e r m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n a s 

t h e l e n g t h of t h e i r m a r r i a g e i n c r e a s e d d u r i n g t h e i n i t i a l s t a g e s , 

w h i l e t h e i r m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n i n c r e a s e d w i t h i n c r e a s e d l e n g t h 

of t h e i r m a r r i a g e d u r i n g t h e l a t e r s t a g e s . 

A c c o r d i n g t o Blood and Wolfe ( 1 9 6 5 ) , t h e d e c l i n e i n 

m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n d u r i n g t h e i n i t i a l s t a g e s , i . e . , when t h e 

c o u p l e s a r e h a v i n g c h i l d r e n of y o u n g e r a g e , t h e demands o f work 
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and f a m i l y on t h e c o u p l e s t i m e a n d money a r e t h e g r e a t e s t w h i l e 

t h e f a m i l y ' s income i s s t i l l f a i r l y l o w . They a l s o e x p r e s s e d t h a t 

d u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d h u s b a n d and w i f e h a v e t h e most f r e q u e n t 

d i s a g r e e m e n t s a b o u t f i n a n c e s , W i l e n s k e y ( 1 9 6 1 ) has l a b e l l e d t h e 

p e r i o d when t h e f a m i l y h a s young c h i l d r e n a s t h e ' L i f e c y c l e 

c r u n c h ' . 

F u r t h e r , t h e i n c r e a s e d l e v e l of s a t i s f a c t i o n d u r i n g 

t h e l a t e r s t a g e s owes t o i n c r e a s e d income, l e s s c o n s t a n t c a r e and 

s u p e r v i s i o n of t h e c h i l d r e n a n d t h e r e d u c e d p r e s s u r e s o f 

c o o r d i n a t i n g t h e work and t h e f a m i l y . Moreove r , a s m e n t i o n e d 

e a r l i e r , d u r i n g t h e s e s t a g e s , c o u p l e s g e t f r e e t ime t o i n t e r a c t , 

t o s h a r e t h e i r i d e a s and i n t e r e s t s and t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n s o c i a l 

and r e c r e a t i o n a l a c t i v i t i e s . 

5.6. Number of childr^i and marital satisfaction. 

M a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n of t h e c o u p l e s was r e d u c e d w i t h 

i n c r e a s e d number o f c h i l d r e n . Jn a l l t h e s t a g e s e x c e p t d u r i n g t h e 

l a u n c h i n g s t a g e f o r t h e w i v e s . T h i s r e s u l t i s i n l i n e w i t h t h e 

s t u d y of Kapur ( 1 9 7 0 ) , who found t h a t i n c r e a s e d number of c h i l d r e n 

a d v e r s e l y a f f e c t t h e m a r i t a l a d j u s t m e n t o f t h e w o r k i n g m o t h e r s . 

Bean et al. ( 1 9 7 7 ) f o u n d t h a t f e w e r t h e number of c h i l d r e n , 

g r e a t e r t h e a f f e c t i v e s a t i s f a c t i o n of b o t h h u s b a n d and w i f e . 

F u r t h e r , t h e s t u d y of W h i t e et al. (1980) r e v e a l e d t h a t t h e 

p r e s e n c e of c h i l d r e n i t s e l f r e d u c e s t h e m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n , 

l a r g e l y b e c a u s e , c h i l d r e n d e c r e a s e m a r i t a l i n t e r a c t i o n t i m e , 

f i n a n c i a l s a t i s f a c t i o n and s a t i s f a c t i o n w i t h d i v i s i o n of h o u s e h o l d 

l a b o u r . 
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I t may be due t o t h e f a c t t h a t when v a l u e s a r e h i g h l y 

i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c and h e d o n i s t i c and m o r e o v e r , i n wh ich m a r r i a g e 

i s e x p e c t e d t o i n v o l v e a h i g h d e g r e e of e m o t i o n a l and s e x u a l 

i n t i m a c y . And t o be t h e s p o u s e ' s p r i m a r y s o u r c e o f c o m p a n i o n s h i p ^ 

n a t u r a l l y t h e d i s t u r b a n c e of i n c r e a s e d number of c h i l d r e n a d v e r s e l y 

a f f e c t t h e m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n of t h e c o u p l e s . 

As v a r i o u s r e s e a r c h e r s ( S c h v a n e v e l d t , 1 9 7 1 , R y d e r ; 1973 ; 

R o s e n b l a t t ^ 1 9 7 1 ) p o i n t e d o u t t h a t w e a t h e r o r n o t c h i l d r e n a r e 

p l a n n e d and w a n t e d , t h e y t e n d t o i n t e r f e r e w i t h t h e m a r i t a l 

c o m p a n i o n s h i p , c o m m u n i c a t i o n and t o l e s s e n t h e s p o n t a n e i t y o f 

s e x u a l r e l a t i o n s and t h e i r p r e s e n c e i n t h e f a m i l y c r e a t e s t h e 

p o t e n t i a l f o r j e a l o u s y a n d c o m p e t i t i o n f o r a f f e c t i o n , t i m e and 

a t t e n t i o n . F u r t h e r a s T h o r n t o n (1977) s t a t e d t h a t l a r g e number o f 

c h i l d r e n may i n c r e a s e t h e p o s s i b l e s o u r c e s o f m a r i t a l c o n f l i c t 

w h i l e d e c r e a s i n g t h e o p p o r t u n i t y of p l e a s a n t m a r i t a l i n t e r a c t i o n s . 

However , t h e s t u d y r e v e a l e d a n o n - s i g n i f i c a n t r e l a t i o n s 

be tween t h e s e two a t t r i b u t e s d u r i n g t h e t e e n a g e and l a u n c h i n g 

s t a g e s fo r h u s b a n d a n d d u r i n g s c h o o l a g e and t e e n a g e s t a g e s f o r 

w i v e s . T h i s c o u l d be due t o t h e p r e s e n c e of g r o w n - u p c h i l d r e n 

d u r i n g t h e s e l a t e r s t a g e s . 

A n o t h e r i n t e r e s t i n g f i n d i n g s of t h e s t u d y i s t h a t , 

d u r i n g t h e l a u n c h i n g s t a g e , w i v e s s a t i s f a c t i o n i n c r e a s e d w i t h 

l a r g e number of c h i l d r e n . As s t a t e d by L a n d i s ( 1 9 7 0 ) f o r t h e 

m o t h e r , may be t h e r e a r e a c c o m p a n y i n g f e e l i n g s o f r e a l 

a c c o m p l i s h m e n t and s a t i s f a c t i o n o v e r h a v i n g s u c c e s s f u l r e a r e d 
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c h i l d r e n t o a d u l t h o o d and l a u n c h e d them i n t o i n d e p e n d e n t e x i s t e n c e . 

Dur ing t h i s s t a g e , she d e s i r e s t o have c h i l d r e n of y o u n g e r age t o 

c o n t i n u e h e r f a m i l y r o l e . F u r t h e r , u s u a l l y w i v e s f e e l t h e a b s e n c e 

of c h i l d r e n more t h a n t h e h u s b a n d s , a s t h e y a r e b u s y i n t h e i r 

work. Added t o i t i n t h e p r e s e n t s t u d y , n e a r l y h a l f of t h e 

c o u p l e s had b o t h t h e t e e n a g e a s w e l l a s t h e young age c h i l d r e n a t 

home d u r i n g l a u n c h i n g s t a g e . 

5.7. Age of youngest child and marital satisfaction. 

I t i s e v i d e n t from t h e s t u d y t h a t , t h e p r e s e n c e o f 

young c h i l d / c h i l d r e n r e d u c e d t h e m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n of t h e 

c o u p l e s d u r i n g t h e e a r l i e r t h r e e s t a g e s . I n t e r e s t s t i n g l y , when 

t h e c o u p l e s w e r e i n t h e l a s t s t a g e , p r e s e n c e o f o l d e r c h i l d r e n 

t o o r e d u c e d t h e m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n . 

As a l r e a d y e x p l a i n e d t h a t , y o u n g e r c h i l d r e n demand more 

t i m e , e n e r g y a n d o t h e r r e s o u r c e s of t h e p a r e n t s . 

As m e n t i o n e d by ( B e r a r d o and Nye, 1 9 7 3 ) , h a v i n g o r g a n i s e d 

major p o r t i o n s of t h e i r l i v e s a r o u n d t h e r e a r i n g o f t h e i r c h i l d r e n 

- d i r e c t i n g , s u p e r v i s i n g and making d e c i s i o n s f o r t hem - p a r e n t s 

a r e r e l u c t a n t t o d i s c o n t i n u e t h i s r o l e , b e c a u s e of s t r o n g e m o t i o n a l 

a t t a c h m e n t , t h e y f e e l d i s s a t i s f i e d w h i l e l a u n c h i n g t h e i r c h i l d r e n . 

Moreover i n t h e l a u n c h i n g s t a g e c o u p l e s must h a v e e x p e r i e n c e d 

f e e l i n g of l o n e l i n e s s b e c a u s e of p h y s i c a l s e p a r a t i o n o f c h i l d r e n 

and some c o u p l e s of t h e d a t a h a v e l a u n c h e d c h i l d r e n f o r h i g h e r 

e d u c a t i o n , who w e r e s t a y i n g i n t h e h o s t e l s and some c o u p l e s 

d u r i n g t h e i n f o r m a l t a l k s e x p r e s s e d t h e i r p r o b l e m s f a c e d w h i l e 

l a u n c h i n g t h e c h i l d r e n i n t o i n d e p e n d e n t e x i s t e n c e . 
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The n o n - s i g n i f i c a n t r e l a t i o n , d u r i n g t h e f i r s t s t a g e 

owes t o t h e f a c t t h a t , m a j o r i t y of t h e c o u p l e s d u r i n g t h e i n i t i a l 

s t a g e s had o n l y 1 o r 2 c h i l d r e n . 

5.8. Education and marital satisfaction. 

C o n s i s t e n t w i t h e a r l i e r r e s e a r c h , t h e p r e s e n t s t u d y 

r e v e a l e d t h a t , t h e c o u p l e s who had more number of y e a r s of fo rmal 

e d u c a t i o n , were r e l a t i v e l y more s a t i s f i e d i n t h e i r m a r r i e d l i f e . 

However , t h e r e a r e no r e c e n t s t u d i e s t o s u p p o r t t h i s r e s u l t . 

Bu t , n e a r l y two - t h r e e d e c a d e s b a c k , Lucky ( 1 9 6 6 ) found t h a t 

m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n was p o s i t i v e l y r e l a t e d t o t h e y e a r s o f 

s c h o o l i n g . The r e a s o n f o r t h e p o s i t i v e r e l a t i o n a s he m e n t i o n e d 

t h a t was may be due t o t h e f a c t t h a t , t h o s e w i t h more t h e number 

of y e a r s of e d u c a t i o n , g e n e r a l l y m a r r y l a t e r . F u r t h e r m o r e , s h e 

s a y s r e c e i v i n g e d u c a t i o n i t s e l f i s a m o r e m a t u r i n g e x p e r i e n c e . 

E d u c a t i o n a l s o h e l p s t o f a c e i n c o n v e n i e n c e s i n t h e l i f e . P e r h a p s , 

t h o s e w i t h more y e a r s of e d u c a t i o n d e v e l o p s u p e r i o r p r o b l e m s o l v i n g 

t e c h n i q u e s . C e r t a i n l y , t h e way a c o u p l e a p p r o a c h e s p r o b l e m s i n 

t h e i r m a r r i a g e i s of p r i m e i m p o r t a n c e t o i t s s u c c e s s . Hence , 

t h e y w i l l f a c e l e s s c o n f l i c t and more c o m p a t i b i l i t y , which e n h a n c e s 

t h e i r s a t i s f a c t i o n i n m a r r i a g e . E d u c a t e d and m a t u r e p e o p l e w i l l 

have more r e a l i s t i c t h i n k i n g . As H u r l o c k ( 1 9 7 4 ) s t a t e s " t h e c h i e f 

c a u s e of u n r e a l i s t i c a s p i r a t i o n s a r e u n c o n t r o l l e d i m a g i n a t i o n , 

t h e mass m e d i a , t r a d i t i o n a l b e l i e f s and i g n o r a n c e due t o 

i n e x p e r i e n c e " . E d u c a t e d , p e r s o n s g a i n n o t o n l y power t o t h i n k b u t 

a l s o p o s s e s t h e power t o c o n t r o l t h e i r f e e l i n g s , i m a g i n a t i o n 

d e s i r e s and t h o u g h t s . They c a n r e a l i s e and j u d g e t h e p o s s i b i l i t i e s 
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of the events and hence manage things better in order to satisfy 

their desires. 

The probable reason for the non-significant relation 

between the years of education and the marital satisfaction would 

be that, now-a-days formal education is not the only avenue to 

gain knowledge. There are so many other avenues to improve their 

knowledge. Increased social participation, increased mass media 

communication helps people to develop awareness and to improve 

knowledge in various aspects of life. And also it is understood 

from the data of the present study that many of the older age 

respondents had relatively less years of education. 

5.9. Occupation and marital satisfaction. 

C o u p l e s w i t h b e t t e r o c c u p a t i o n were more s a t i s f i e d i n 

a l l t h e s t a g e s e x c e p t d u r i n g t h e t h i r d s t a g e . 

B e t t e r o c c u p a t i o n i s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h s a t i s f a c t i o n 

p r e s t i g e , r e p u t a t i o n and r e s p e c t . As i n d i v i d u a l s o c c u p y b e t t e r 

o c c u p a t i o n a l s t a t u s t h e i r income w i l l be r e l a t i v e l y m o r e . And 

s e l f image a l s o i m p r o v e s i f h i s o c c u p a t i o n i s h i g h l y r e m u n e r a t i v e . 

S u c c e s s i s a t t a c h e d w i t h o c c u p a t i o n a l p r e s t i g e and a c h i e v e m e n t , 

w e a l t h , fame and p o w e r . A l l t h e s e c o n t r i b u t e t o i n c r e a s e t h e i r 

s a t i s f a c t i o n i n m a r r i a g e . 

Most i n t e r e s t i n g f i n d i n g of t h i s s t u d y i s t h a t , d u r i n g 

t h e t h i r d s t a g e i . e . , when t h e c o u p l e s had t e e n a g e c h i l d r e n , 

b e t t e r o c c u p a t i o n a l s t a t u s r e d u c e d t h e c o u p l e s m a r i t a l 

s a t i s f a c t i o n . The p r o b a b l e r e a s o n may be d u e t o t h e f a c t t h a t 
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d u r i n g t h i s s t a g e g e n e r a l l y men a r e s t r u g g l i n g t o g e t ahead 

o c c u p a t i o n a l l y . T h i s i s t h e p e r i o d o f a s p i r i n g t o a c h i e v e t h e 

peak o f t h e s t a t u s , a u t h o r i t y and i n c o m e . As a r e s u l t , t h e y 

i n v o l v e t o o much i n t h e i r p r o f e s s i o n r a t h e r t h a n i n t h e f a m i l y 

a f f a i r s . They d e r i v e g r e a t e r s a t i s f a c t i o n from t h e i r w o r k . Hence 

they a r e l e s s e m o t i o n a l l y i n v o l v e d i n t h e i r f a m i l y l i f e . R i d l e y 

( 1 9 7 3 ) , w h i l e e x p l o r i n g t h e i m p a c t of work s a t i s f a c t i o n , a s s e s s e d 

t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n , j o b s a t i s f a c t i o n , j o b i n v o l v e m e n t and 

m a r i t a l a d j u s t m e n t . He found t h a t , r e s p o n d e n t s who were l e s s 

s a t i s f i e d w i t h t h e i r j o b w«*« haC^ b e t t e r m a r i t a l a d j u s t m e n t and 

when h u s b a n d and w i f e w e r e low on j o b i n v o l v e m e n t , o v e r 75 p e r 

c e n t o f them w e r e medium o r h i g h on m a r i t a l a d j u s t n e n t . 

5.10. Percapita income and marital satisfaction. 

I n t h e p r e s e n t s t u d y i t was found a s e x p e c t e d t h a t 

c o u p l e s w i t h h i g h e r income w e r e more s a t i s f i e d . H a f s t r o m and 

Dunsing ( 1 9 7 3 ) , h a v e r e p o r t e d t h a t income i s d i r e c t l y t r a n s l a t e d 

i n t o b u y i n g p o w e r s - l t a c t s a s a s o u r c e of p o w e r i n m a r i t a l 

r e l a t i o n s h i p s . H e n c e , t h e h u s b a n d who p r o v i d e s more i n c o m e , may 

e x e r c i s e more power i n t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p . I n a d d i t i o n , due t o 

h i g h e r i n c o m e , t h e h u s b a n d c a n a f f o r d t o h a v e o t h e r r e s o u r c e s 

l i k e l a b o u r s a v i n g d e v i c e s , f u l l t i m e s e r v a n t s , own v e h i c l e s and 

so on.i wh ich d i r e c t l y o r i n d i r e c t l y h e l p t o r e d u c e t h e b u r d e n o f 

t h e work l o a d o f t h e c o u p l e s i n t h e f a m i l y . 

In o n e o f t h e s t u d i e s of low s o c i o e c o n o m i c s t a t u s 

f a m i l i e s , Lewis ( 1 9 6 5 ) f o u n d a r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n t h e m a r i t a l 

harmony and t h e p a y d a y c o u p l e s seemed h a p p i e r j u s t b e f o r e t h e 
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payday t h a n a t a n y o t h e r t i m e . A f t e r t h e pay a r r i v e d , t e n s i o n 

i n c r e a s e d , a s t h e c o u p l e s a r g u e d on how t h e money had t o be 

a l l o c a t e d . Then a f t e r t h e money was s p e n t , t e n s i o n d e c r e a s e d 

u n t i l t h e n e x t p a y d a y . . . . 

F u r t h e r , a c c o r d i n g t o R i c e ( 1 9 7 9 ) , f o r mos t c o u p l e s , 

t h e s e l f s a t i s f a c t i o n and s t a t u s of t h e husband and t h e s a t i s f a c t i o n 

and f e e l i n g o f s e c u r i t y of t h e w i f e were d e p e n d e n t upon an a d e q u a t e 

i n c o m e . S i m i l a r l y , V i j a y a n t h i m a l a ' s ( 1 9 9 0 ) s t u d y r e v e a l e d t h a t 

t h e income of t h e w i f e , t h e husband and t h e t o t a l income bore a 

g r e a t e r c o r r e l a t i o n t o t h e m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n . 



SUMMARY 
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VI - SUMMARY 

The present study was undertaken to know the marital 

satisfaction of the couples through the stages of the family. 

The study was carried out in Dharwad city, one hundred 

and seventy six couples were selected from different localities. 

The marital satisfaction scale standardized and validated by Amrutraj 

and Jaiprakash (1985) was administered to the couples to elicit 

the information on the age at marriage, length of married life, 

stage of the family, number of children, Age of the last child, 

educational status, occupational status and the family income and 

family relations.. 

Analysis of variance, 't' test and simple correlational 

techniques were applied for analysing the data. 

The following results were obtained from the data. 

1. Not much variation was found within the stages of the family. 

However, the marital satisfaction scores of the couples in the 

first stage was significantly lower than the other three stages. 

2. Age at marriage and age difference between the spouses did not 

influence the marital satisfaction of the couples. , 
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3 . The re was no s i g n i f i c a n t d i f f e r e n c e in t h e l e v e l of m a r i t a l 

s a t i s f a c t i o n of t h e husband and w i f e . 

4 . The v a r i a b l e s number of c h i l d r e n , p e r c a p i t a income, l e n g t h of 

m a r r i a g e , age of t h e l a s t c h i l d i n f l u e n c e d t h e m a r i t a l 

s a t i s f a c t i o n . 

5. The s o c i o - e c o n o m i c v a r i a b l e s , e d u c a t i o n and o c c u p a t i o n d id n o t 

s i g n i f i c a n t l y i n f l u e n c e t he m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n of t h e c o u p l e . 

But the m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n i n c r e a s e d a s t h e e d u c a t i o n a l 

l e v e l and o c c u p a t i o n a l s t a t u s of t h e c o u p l e s i n c r e a s e d . 

* * * * 
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Implications and Recommendations 

One o f t h e main r e a s o n s p e o p l e g e t marry i s t h a t t h e y 

have n e e d s t h a t c o u p l e s e e k t o s a t i s f y . The most common n e e d s 

t h a t c o u p l e s s eek t o s a t i s f y / f u l f i l l a t l e a s t p a r t i a l l y i n m a r r i a g e 

a r e need f o r l o v e , need f o r c o m p a n i o n s h i p and i n t i m a c y , need f o r 

s e x u a l s a t i s f a c t i o n , need f o r f i n a n c i a l s e c u r i t y and money, s t a t u s 

and so on . O b v i o u s l y , j u s t b e c a u s e a p e r s o n g e t s m a r r i e d one c a n 

n o t t a k e i t g u a r a n t e e t h a t t h e s e n e e d s a r e a u t o m a t i c a l l y m e t . 

Many p e o p l e m a r r y b u t s t i l l do n o t f u l f i l any o r a l l of t h e s e 

n e e d s . When t h e s e common n e e d s a r e n o t f u l f i l l e d t h e p e r s o n 

e x p e r i e n c e s f r u s t r a t i o n , w h i c h r e s u l t s i n r e d u c e d m a r i t a l 

s a t i s f a c t i o n . S a t i s f a c t i o n of t h e s e n e e d s d e p e n d s on t h e l e v e l 

of a s p i r a t i o n s of t h e c o u p l e . I f t h e a s p i r a t i o n s a r e t o o h i g h t o 

a c h i e v e , w h i c h r e s u l t s i n f a i l u r e l e a d i n g t o d e p r e s s i o n . 

A c c o r d i n g l y t h e p r e s e n t s t u d y u s e d d i f f e r e n t a s p e c t s of m a r i t a l 

l i f e t o e v a l u a t e o n e ' s s a t i s f a c t i o n w i t h m a r r i a g e l i k e , s a t i s f a c t i o n 

w i t h m a r r i a g e , s p o u s e a n d p o s i t i v e e v a l u a t i o n of b o t h , s e x u a l 

r e l a t i o n s and i n t i m a c y , s a t i s f a c t i o n w i t h c h i l d r e n , s o c i a l 

r e l a t i o n s and s h a r i n g o f s o c i a l a c t i v i t i e s and i n t e r e s t s w i t h 

s p o u s e , i n f l u e n c e o f r e l a t i v e s o n t h e m a r i t a l r e l a t i o n s , 

d i s a g r e e m e n t s and f r i c t i o n s i n m a r r i a g e . 

As no s i n g l e f a c t o r c o u l d be p i n p o i n t e d a s t h e c a u s a t i v e 

f a c t o r l e a d i n g t o l o w e r l e v e l s of m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n o f t h e 

c o u p l e s , n o p a r t i c u l a r m e a s u r e o r remedy c a n be s u g g e s t e d a s 
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u n i v e r s a l p a n a c e a f o r m a r i t a l d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n . Changes t h a t 

u n a v o i d a b l y come i n t h e p e r s o n a l i t y and f a m i l y l i v i n g p a t t e r n s o f 

t h e c o u p l e s c a l l f o r a d j u s t m e n t in a t t i t u d e and b e h a v i o u r n o t 

o n l y of c o u p l e s , b u t of a l l members of t h e f a m i l y . 

As s a t i s f a c t i o n i n m a r r i a g e , i n t h e p r e s e n t s t u d y , i s 

found t o be a f f e c t e d m a i n l y w i t h r e g a r d t o a g r e e m e n t o v e r t h e 

i s s u e s r e l a t e d t o c h i l d r e n and s o c i a l r e l a t i o n s and s h a r i n g o f 

s o c i a l a c t i v i t i e s and i n t e r e s t . The a p p r o a c h t o s u g g e s t m e a s u r e 

and c h a n g e s f o r e n s u r i n g b e t t e r m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n of t h e g r e a t e s t 

number of c o u p l e s , h a s t o be two f o l d . One i s t o b r i n g a b o u t 

c h a n g e s i n t h e c i r c u m s t a n c e s and e n v i r o n m e n t i n which t h e c o u p l e 

l i v e and work and o t h e r t o b r i n g a b o u t c h a n g e s i n t h e a t t i t u d e s 

and e x p e c t a t i o n of t h e f a m i l y . 

For i m p r o v i n g t h e c i r c u m s t a n c e s , f o r e g . c o u p l e s who 

have c h i l d r e n be low 3 y e a r s a r e l i k e l y t o be l e s s s a t i s f i e d i n 

t h e i r m a r r i a g e s t h a n t h o s e w i t h c h i l d r e n of h i g h e r age g r o u p s . 

As s u c h m o t h e r s w i t h young c h i l d r e n need some s o r t of s o c i a l 

s u p p o r t s y s t e m i n l o o k i n g a f t e r t h e i r c h i l d r e n . 

T h i s becomes i m p o r t a n t i n u r b a n a r e a s where t r a d i t i o n a l 

s u p p o r t from e l d e r s , g r a n d m o t h e r s a n d o b l i g a t i n g k i n n e t w o r k s 

a r e f a s t v a n i s h i n g , a r r a n g e m e n t s f o r n u r s e r i e s , baby s i t t i n g , 

c r g e h e s and o t h e r i n s t i t u t i o n s n e a r b y s h o u l d be a r r a n g e d by t h e 

s o c i e t y , whe re t h e young c h i l d r e n c o u l d be looked a f t e r w i t h 

a f f e c t i o n and due c a r e f o r p a r t o f t h e d a y . I n t h i s way, t h e 
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c o u p l e , e s p e c i a l l y t h e w i f e c o u l d be g r e a t l y r e l i v e d of t h e i r 

t e n s i o n s w i t h r e g a r d t o t h e i r c h i l d r e n . 

A p a r t from t h i s t h e young c o u p l e s s h o u l d be e d u c a t e d 

r e g a r d i n g t h e c h i l d b i r t h , c h i l d s p a c i n g , i d e a l number of c h i l d r e n 

t o a f a m i l y , c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of c h i l d r e n o f d i f f e r e n t age g r o u p s , 

d e v e l o p m e n t a l t a s k s of p a r e n t s a t d i f f e r e n t s t a g e s of t h e f a m i l y 

and some p e a k p e r i o d s l i k e t e m p e r t a n t r u m s , n e g a t i v i s m of c h i l d ' s 

d e v e l o p m e n t . The l i t t l e knowledge i n t h e s e f i e l d s h e l p s t h e c o u p l e 

t o face t h e p a r e n t hood w i t h more c o n f i d e n c e and t o d e r i v e g r e a t e s t 

p o s s i b l e s a t i s f a c t i o n f rom t h e i r c h i l d r e n . 

Q u e s t i o n s l i k e 

i . Do y o u v i s i t y o u r f r i e n d s and r e l a t i v e s t o g e t h e r ? 

i i . Do y o u e n g a g e i n o u t s i d e h o b b i e s and i n t e r e s t s t o g e t h e r ? 

To t h i s a g r e a t e r p e r c e n t o f c o u p l e s e x p r e s s e d t h e i r 

d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n by a n s w e r i n g ' r a r e l y ' . T h i s i n d i c a t e s t h e i r l e v e l 

of s o c i a l p a r t i c i p a t i o n , wh ich i s p o o r . 

I n i n t e r p e r s o n a l r e l a t i o n s , i n t e r a c t i o n of one a n o t h e r ' s 

a t t i t u d e s , e x p e c t a t i o n s , c o n c e p t s o r b e l i e f s p l a y s a n i m p o r t a n t 

p a r t . Hence t h e q u a l i t y o f s o c i a l r e l a t i o n o n e m a i n t a i n s w i t h t h e 

s o c i e t y d e t e r m i n e o n e ' s p r o g r e s s / s a t i s f a c t i o n w i t h t h e s o c i a l 

l i f e o f t h e f a m i l y . R e s e a r c h e m p h a s i z e s t h a t c o u p l e s who h a v e 

m u t u a l i n t e r e s t s i n t h e i r home, c h i l d r e n , s e x and s o f o r t h , h a v e 

more s u c c e s s f u l m a r r i a g e s . I t s h o u l d be remembered t h a t , i t i s 

n o t t h e amoun t of t i m e c o u p l e s spend t o g e t h e r t h a t i s t h e c r i t e r i a 



80 

of m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n b u t t h e q u a l i t y of t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p t h e y 

enjoy when t o g e t h e r , i s i m p o r t a n t . To i n c r e a s e t h e i r s o c i a l h o r i z o n , 

one s h o u l d e i t h e r t h e husband o r t h e wi fe s h o u l d h a v e i n t r i n s i c 

m o t i v e t o v i s i t s o c i a l o r g a n i s a t i o n s l i k e t h e M a h i l a m a n d a l s , 

c l u b s , p a r k s and so o n . I f one shows i n t e r e s t , t h e o t h e r one 

n a t u r a l l y b u i l d s i n t e r e s t and expand i t . They s h o u l d h a v e l i t t l e 

knowledge a b o u t any f i e l d of t h e f a m i l y l i f e t o d i s c u s s i n t h e 

g r o u p , t h i s h e l p s them t o become an a c t i v e p a r t i c i p a n t and m o t i v a t e s 

them t o become a l e a d e r o r a p r e s i d e n t of t h e g r o u p . The re i s a n 

a d v a n t a g e i n p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n s o c i a l o r g a n i s a t i o n , where t h e y 

w i l l d i s c u s s , s u g g e s t s o m e t h i n g o u t o f t h e i r own e x p e r i e n c e and 

g e t some a d v i c e from t h e e l d e r s of t h e g r o u p s . T h i s h e l p s one t o 

s e e t h e w o r l d i n o t h e r s p o i n t o f v i ew and t o e v a l u a t e o n e s e l f 

w i t h t h e g r o u p . D u r i n g t h e busy y e a r s of c h i l d r e a r i n g c o u p l e s 

h a r d l y g e t l e i s u r e t i m e t o do a l l t h i s , h e n c e t h e y h a v e t o make 

p r e p l a n s and t a k e c a r e t o a c c o m p l i s h t h o s e p l a n s , by a d j u s t i n g 

t h e m s e l v e s w i t h t h e i r s h o r t l e i s u r e t i m e . 

F u r t h e r a m o d e r a t e p e r c e n t o f c o u p l e s e x p r e s s e d t h e i r 

s a t i s f a c t i o n w i t h t h e m a r r i a g e , s p o u s e and p o s i t i v e e v a l u a t i o n s 

of b o t h , s e x u a l r e l a t i o n s . Very few e x p r e s s e d d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n 

t o w a r d s t h e p r e s e n c e of r e l a t i v e s a t home and a l s o d i s a g r e e m e n t s 

and f r i c t i o n s i n m a r r i a g e . 

As t h e q u e s t i o n n a i r e c o n t a i n e d some of t h e p e r s o n a l 

q u e r i e s l i k e s e x u a l g r a t i f i c a t i o n , r e l a t i o n w i t h i n - l a w s and 

s e n s i t i v i t y t o s e x u a l d r i v e s . , many of t h e r e s p o n d e n t s w e r e 

h e s i t a t e d t o g i v e t h e i n f o r m a t i o n . I t i s o b v i o u s t h a t no o n e 

w i s h e s t o r e v e a l t h e r e l a l i t y t o t h e o t h e r p e r s o n , t h e y t h i n k i t ' s 
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as a s o c i a l s t i g m a . Though we s a y t h a t t h e v a l u e s and a t t i t u d e s 

of t h e e d u c a t e d g r o u p a r e c h a n g i n g and a r e g e t t i n g i n f l u e n c e d by 

t h e e g a l i t a r i a n e t h o s , t h e t r a d i t i o n a l b e l i e f s and v a l u e s o f t h e 

Hindu S o c i a l S t r u c t u r e a r e s t i l l e x i s t i n g . Hence t h e r e i s need 

t o c r e a t e a w a r e n e s s among t h e p e o p l e o f c h a n g i n g s o c i a l norms and 

m o r a l e , t o b r i n g t h e e f f e c t i v e c h a n g e among t h e p e o p l e . 

Suggestions for farther study : 

M a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n i s r e l a t e d w i t h v a r i o u s s o c i a l , 

p s y c h o l o g i c a l and d e m o g r a p h i c f a c t o r s . So f u r t h e r s t u d i e s on t h e 

f o l l o w i n g a s p e c t s c a n be c a r r i e d o u t . 

1 . A c o m p a r a t i v e s t u d y of t h e m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n i n r e l a t i o n 

w i t h v a r i o u s p e r s o n a l i t y t r a i t s . 

2 . A r e l a t i o n s h i p of j o b s a t i s f a c t i o n and m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n 

irrr r o - a l t i o n of t h e c o u p l e . 

3 . I n t e r - r e a l t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n t y p e of f a m i l y on t h e m a r i t a l 

s a t i s f a c t i o n of t h e c o u p l e . 

4 . The m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n o f t h e c o u p l e d u r i n g t h e 

p o s t r e t i r e m e n t s t a g e . 

5 . The m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n of t h e c h i l d l e s s c o u p l e s . 

6 . R e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n o c c u p a t i o n a l m o b i l i t y and m a r i t a l 

s a t i s f a c t i o n . 

7 . E f f e c t of w i v e ' s employment on m a r i t a l s a t i s f a c t i o n . 

8 . I n f l u e n c e of l o v e m a r r i a g e , i n t e r c a s t e m a r r i a g e , a r r a n g e d 

m a r r i a g e s and i n t e r r e l i g i o n m a r r i a g e s on t h e m a r i t a l 

s a t i s f a c t on . 
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QUESTIONNAIRE 

Marital Satisfaction Scale 

1. Age at marriage 

2. Stage of the family 

3. Length of marriage 

4. Education 

5. Occupation 

Family Background: 

SI.No. Family 

members 

Relation Age Education Occupation Income 

Given below are a number of questions related to different 

aspect of married life. Please read each statement. There is NO 

right or wrong answer. Be frank and choose an answer that best 

describes your feelings, experiences and thoughts. Your answers 

will be kept confidential. 

1. Do you and your partner have friends in common? 

a. None b. Few c. Many 

2. Do you feel that your partner understands you' 

a. Yes, many times b. At times c. No, rarely 

3. Do you visit friends and relatives together' 

a . R a r e l y b . O c c a s i o n a l l y c . Always 
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4. Do you engage in outside hobbies and interests together? 

a. Always, often b. Occasionally c. Rarely 

5. Are your needs being fulfilled in your married life? 

a. Very few b. Some of them c. Many of them 

6. Do you like your partner's friends? 

a. Most of them b. Some of them c. None of them 

7. Do you share with your partner the responsibility of looking 

after your child/children? 

a. Never share b. Occasionally c. Often, always 

8. Compared to your life before marriage, is life at present 

a. A few b. Some c. Many 

10. Does your partner actively try to make married life more 

harmonious? 

a. Never, not bothered b. At times c. Always 

11. Do you derive satisfaction from sexual relations with you 

partner? 

a. Often, always b. At time c. Rarely 

12. Do your parents-in-law have a hold over your partner? 

a. No b. At times c. Yes 

13. Do you get as much affection from your parents you desire? 

a. Yes b. Cannot say c. No 
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14. If you could live your life all over again, would you like to 

marry the same person to whom you are married now? 

a. No, never b. Cannot say c. Yes 

15. Are you frank regarding sexual matters with your partner? 

a. Often, always b. Occasionally c. Rarely, never 

16. When you compare your family life with those of other do you 

feel disturbed? 

a. Never b. Sometimes c. Often 

17. Have you ever wished you were not married? 

a. Very often b. Occasionally c. No, never 

18. Has your partner been unfaithful to you? 

a. Never b. At times c. Often 

19. Do you feel that your partner cares more for his/her relatives 

than for you? 

a. Very often b. At times c. Never 

20. Have you 'ever wished you were married to some one else? 

a. Rarely b. At times c .Often 

21. Do you confide your personal problems with your partner? 

a. Rarely b. Occasionally c. Always 

22. Do you have frictions with your partner over the use of money? 

a. Rarely b. Sometimes c. Often, always 

23. Do you agree with your partner on essential matters related to 

your children? (eg., their schooling, career, friends, marriage 

etc. ) 

a. Disagree often b. Agree sometimes c. Agree most of the 

times 
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24 . Has your p a r t n e r e v e r c a u s e d p h y s i c a l harm o r i n j u r y t o you? 

a . Never b . O c c a s i o n a l l y c . Often 

2 5 . Have you e v e r c a u s e d p h y s i c a l harm of i n j u r y t o y o u r p a r t n e r ? 

a . Never b . O c c a s i o n a l l y c . Often 

2 6 . I s your p a r t n e r s e n s i t i v e t o your s e x u a l n e e d s and s a t i s f a c t i o n ? 

a . Not s e n s i t i v e b . At t i m e s c . Always s e n s i t i v e 

2 7 . Do you f e e l t h a t y o u r p a r t n e r d e p e n d s on you r a t h e r t h a n 

h i s / h e r r e l a t i v e s f o r a d v i c e on f ami ly m a t t e r s ? 

a . Depends on me b . Cannot s ay c . Depends on r e l a t i v e s 

2 8 . Have you had d i s a g r e e m e n t s w i t h y o u r p a r t n e r a b o u t h a v i n g 

c h i l d r e n ? 

a . Often b . At t i m e s c . Never 

2 9 . Have you e v e r f e l t l i k e l e a v i n g of d i v o r c i n g your p a r t n e r ? 

a . Often b . At t i m e s c . Never 

3 0 . C o n s i d e r i n g e v e r y t h i n g , would you say t h a t your m a r r i e d l i f e 

i s 

a . Not s a t i s f a c t o r y b . N e i t h e r c . Very s a t i s f a c t o r y 
n o r s a t i s f a c t o r y 
u n s a t i s f a c t o r y 
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«) fifĵ  sbed 

£j) aoestosd. 

d) ?5otJoptid 5i)cc3. 

«) tssOKJsOrt 

to) doi;535i> .̂ 

d) eioarOs f^j,. 

w) ujOtsaOrt 

u ) dej4^k,> 

d) *ioartja f^. 

o) 3id>.dddq,. 

to) aSt̂ tosd. 

d) toa^ 4*i,'*^-



Scoring Key 

100 

Item 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
* 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

A B C 

0 1 

2 ] 

0 1 

2 1 

0 1 

2 1 

0 ] 

2 ] 

2 1 

0 1 

2 ] 

2 ] 

2 ] 

0 
1 

2 

I 2 

I 0 

i 2 

L 0 

[ 2 

[ 0 

[ 0 

[ 0 

I 0 

I 2 

I 0 

I 0 

I 0 

I 2 

I 0 

Item 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

A B C 

2 1 

0 1 

2 1 

0 ] 

2 1 

0 1 

2 ] 

0 1 

2 1 

2 ] 

0 ] 

2 1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

i 2 

0 

2 

[ 0 

[ 2 

[ 0 

i 2 

I 0 

I 0 

I 2 

I 0 

I 2 

I 2 

I 2 



101 

b 
05 ID 
<t^ 
ffiH 
U 

>> 
2W 
OW 
Hin 
H< 
ou 
H 
Jfc 
JO 
0 
OOJ w 
<w 
hS 
<D 
Q2 

o ^ 

>-rt 

C O 

X 

t — 

cr> 

»-o 

o ^ 

CSl 

C-J 

o o 

• — ' 

-*• 

c~o 

ur> 

-̂  

S 
^ 

g 
^ 

^ 

t o 

^ 
C 3 

ur> 

—̂  
^ 3 

c--? 

o > 

g 
C O 

§ 
cri 

s 

g 
:^ 

S 
^ 

s 

c=> 

^r> 

g 
z;: 
g 
^ 

g 

O O 

<:=> <:=» 
^r» 

<Z3 
C2» 

>-o 

c=> 

cr> 

^ 

g 

g 

C 3 

«:> 
CIS 

cr» 

g 
2 

g 
^ 

g 

CI5 

<=5 

c ^ 

g 
s? 

g 
i;̂  

g 

g 
5 

g 
^ 

g 

g 
S 

g 
^ 

g 

g 
c^a 

g 
^ 

g 

g 
^ 

g 

S 

g 

g 
• • « * • 

g 
^ 

g 

g 
t<ra 

g 
S 

g 

C O 

O O 

c=> 

C O 

c=> 

—' 
«=5 
C3 

O O 

CIS 

^ r j 

c v l 

— 

g 
•̂  

g 
5 

g 

g 

s 
g 
^ 

g 

g 
" 

g 
" 

g 

^ 
e— 

O O 

s 
hT? 

g 

s 
g 

1.0 t o t ^ e— B^ CV3 CNa c ^ «j=> OO OO MP c ^ *-—< ' ^ l̂ — CO fr— \^> t— t i3 « ^ en •^ c o c»3 

X *^» e— tiO "*• *JS o t— u ^ «^> - ^ c-o CO « ^ fc*^ K i t— L*^ fcrs u:> -^^ i*? «'0 t o t o tjo l O - ^ t o c o 

c=> e s e ^ ^ c=> cr> <=> <o 
i-rt cr> c:* <=> cz> <=? <r> <=> cr> c s «r> o o 

CNj c ^ CO L o o - <=> ^ ^ i*> o > OO cva <"-t cv3 CNj c o o o o o e— - ^ i i > < ^ t o 

c = > < = > c = > < r ? c z > < i > < = > < r > < = 3 C S ' < = > c > < = > c 5 > c r » c i > c : ^ c ^ c r > c r s < = s « = > 

X e>a CO CO —» c o t o csi t£> —* »--< -^ k o * o -̂ r* ••t* c o c»a t o >*• p^ %—• .—• c o t o c o c ^ - * • LCB t-r> c o - ^ c*a t o **> i^» 

C2» <=> e n <Z3 csi 0 5 cr» «=> cs- CIS < ^ c=> «=• "O c=> C3 o <=:• <=» c=> cza <Z3 <=> cr> c=> <=> c:> o o 

CO CO CO ••—I '—I •—^ oi3 CO •—' CO cva CO CO »-< —- i—» •— ^- i c o ^ ^ — ' c*J •—" •—• •—' »—< c*a C M C M 

o c s crt c:^ c:? cr- cs> c=a c s cis C5 o ci> cs> c:> <cs c ^ czp c:» e n czs- crs c=> < = • < = ? < = > <=> «=» <=> c=> c=» <=» o c ^ c:^ c s 
»—' <r=> <=• (S- ei3 c s c=> c=) cr> c s <zs> <=^ o c:> o <:^ cr- <=• <=s c ? c=» c=> c=> ^ c s c s ^ c=? ^ c ? «=> <:s) c a ^ <s> cs> 
P^ 

cr? cr> c=> <=> o c=» 

en . - . . . . . . . . . - - . . - - . . - . - . . - - - - - -
X c:? -"(f -^- •^*- C I o o -*•• -"o- C i ' o o CO •>«!»• CO CO c— CO CN3 CO - * • c— o o e— w> ^r» p— c:» < ^ c o i-rt e-^ 

C O » — < . — ,—1 _ - , ^ - < , — C O — t l — .—*«—"»—« _ l . — 4 , — I , — . _ ! , — « , — . c « a v ^ , _ ^ _ 4 , - ^ 

t o CO c— *x% i*^ •̂ »* CO CO »*> »̂ > v o c— t-tf* i£> ».*> •••• LC» CO t o t o t io »*s •^- t o CO CO -•»• t o fco e— 

CO CO CO o o o o e>- «•#• w i c 3 t ^ c » i^a o cs> o fr- e ^ 

w^ Mr> <=> o <=• c:? c ^ «=• cs> o i.*r> c=> >^> o c=> c=> 
p - < : * 

CO CO CO »—« CO t o CO tjO '—• *—< ••** i*9 «-^ -^ -•*• CO CO to ••*- ^ T—I .—4 CO tea CO CO ••*• l-O to CO •**• « 0 to \^^ 

•—^ C O CO <--4 CO *—^ CO CO CO 1—I <—< 1—< CO CO <—< CO CO CO CO V—I •»-' •—H *—t *—I CO *-^ *—• CO <—• >-4 •—< 1—I CO CO CO 

C=> <=S <=5 <=> < ^ 
C3<:3<=icz)c:>c5>cscsc3*=scr9c=> 

CO ^ S C^ ^1> CI> <Z5 O <=3 < ^ <=> G3 t=> C:» C3 < ^ c:» c:> <̂ ? G » C 3 C » <=S C S O ^:> ^ > O C^ O C» < ^ ^ CZ^ ^ C? ( ^ 
> ^ o c^ c:> c ^ C3 CD * o c=> "cs <rr» < ^ o ^ ^ <=> ^ <z^ ^ ^ c s cr* <̂ ? < ^ ^& o ^ ^ cis •*-• C3 < ^ c s " ^ t=» ^ D ^ c » 

Ci- C ^ oo C3 oo CO C ^ C"— C3 CO C3 OO C^ ^ ^ CTS •—< CO •̂ •- e ^ ^S C5 CO ^» ^» CO ^-« CO C3 < ^ " ^ « ^ C» ^ » CO 
^ CO CO *<5 CO CO .—( c ^ - ^ CO .—f w^ ur> .—« *—• c o -^^ e*^ c o c o c o •^t- t*> Mrt c o •^*' t o c o * * • L O t o c o c o 

c=> <:d <=? ^ ^ 
O < = <=> <=5 ^ 

" ^ t o wcs MO u o •^- i^a t o - ^ t o tc> tra \^^ t o t o " o -^c i-o t^> t o tct t-*^ l o •••- t o t o tf^ •«*• -••• t ^ ^*9 t^s LC* t«» t ^ t o 

<:s c=> «CD cr> <::? c=> c:> <=? c ^ <s> c ^ <:> c:^ «:> c=> <r> c ^ <r» ^ o c:^ < ^ c ^ 
.~H c ^ cr> c:? <=:> ^3> cr> cir> c;? <^' C D C I> C S C=> <̂ > cz> c a e:a <=> c:^ <=> c a t ^ c > 

oo oo oo d? CO oo-^-«*-c=3c=>oooo<=> co cr» CO oo oo oo oo oo to en oo — • *==> oo oo oo oo cs- oo ^ o oo 

•~— CO CO *̂ - to to c— oo cr» o •—• ĉ a 
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