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Chapter I

INTRCDUCTION

A systematic study of a village in Punjab is of
great importance as the agrarian structure and socio-economic
structure of the villages are undergoing a rapid transfor-
mation. The villages are no more what they used to be even a
few years ago. 014 traditions are fast disappearing.

The rural society in Punjab is no more simple, stable
and peaceful. The unigque characteristics of the community
life have undergone a structural and functional transformation
resulting in disintegration of jcint family system, transfor-
mation of feudal working pattern to characteristic contractual
system,mobility of occupations,etc.

Punjab is the most prosperous state of India. The
prosperity of the state is mainly dependent on its agricultural
ecornomy. It has contributed tremendously in making India self-
sufficient in food. The traditional modes of production have
been considerably replaced by mechanised modes of production.
Agriculture has become investment oriented. Those who have
- the capacity to invest have reaped the gains of Green
Revolution; those with meagre resources and small holdings
have suffered great setbacks. IMany small and marginal

farmers have been forced *to lease out or sell out their lands



and migrate to cities in search of alternative occupation.
Rural surveys have revealed that about 50 per cent pecple

in villages still live under the poverty line. The increased
agricultural production has brought prosperity to the large
and medium farmers, and they have changed their living style
considerably. They imitate urban way of life and tend to
acquire all such facilities as are gencrally available in
cities. The gross agricultural income has tempted the farmcrs
to acquire valuable material assets but the higher cost of
crop production made them take loans from different financial
agencies. The inability of the family concerned to return
loans has created social tensions and in certain cases
disintegration of the joint familv.

Access to improved means of communication and mass
media has also contributed in bringing about a change in the
attitudes of the villagers. EXposure o urbanised life style
has also affected the attitudes of the village people towards
caste svstem, education, housing pattern, recreation, family
relations,etc. People have become career conscious and now
they attach great importance to the education of their
children. Listening to radic, viewing T.V. and reading
newspaper are becoming a part of the habit with the
villagers.

The state and centre governments have spent crores
of rupees on various developmental projects in villages

since independence, These projects of directed social change



may not have achieved the desifed goals but these have
definitely made the villagers conscious about the concept

of development. People in the villages are fast discarding
traditional ways of life and are responding positively to
the adoption of modern techniques in agriculture. Now people
have no hesitation in taking up new occupations for making a
better living.

The study of a village has always attracted
sociologists and anthropologists. Recently the journalists
have also joined the company oOf social scientists for conduct-
ing research on rural life. But no serious and systematic
study of a village has pean conducted by the journalists sO
far. The journalists have studied different aspects of
village life some times in isolation and some times in
perspective, This is perhaps the first systematic study of
the village of Ayali Kalan in Iudhiana district. It has the

following objectives

° To record socio-cultural history of the
villages:

oo To observe different changes in the village
as a result of Green Revolution/access to
mass media/improved means of communication

and urban influence;

ooo To examine the impact of different develop-
mental projects initiated in the village.



Locale

Ayali Kalan was selected for the convenience of
the investigator as it is near to Punjab Agricultural
University. Urban jnfluenceshave affected the rural scene
greatly. Since hAyali Kalan is only 10 km from Ludhiana
city, it was thought proper to observe structural and
functional changes in the village. The present study is one
of the three similar studies conducted by the Department of
Journalism. The selected & WE village fitted well in tha
scheme of the department to study the villages of Punjab in

different set ups.

Limitationsg

Being a single stident study it had the usual limi-
tations of time, money and other resources. The results of
the study may not be applicable to the whole state of Punjab
because of the location variations of the villages. The
results of the study may differ in details but overall
findings may have a representative character showing the
changes in the rural Punjab. Every effort has been made to
get unbiased response from the respondents but emotional
expressions affecting the data adversely could not be

completely ruled out.

Research Methodology

Different research methods were adopted for



completing the present study. For recording the socio-
cultural history of the village a few opinion leaders were
interviewed.

To examine the impact of different developmental
projects initiated in the village, Block Development Officer
was consulted. Official reports of the office of the B.D.O.
were also taken into consideration. The Agricultural
Inspector under whose jurisdiction the village falls was
also of great help in pinpointing the issues rclated to
this objective.

To ohserve different changes in the village as a
result of Creen Revolution/access to mass media/improved
means of communicaticn and urban influence, a questionnaire
schedule was prepared and relevant data were collected from
100 families. The families were selected on the proportionate
random sampling basis. Oout of the total sample of 100 families,
60 were Jat families, 20 Harijan and 20 others. Farmers were
categorised as small, medium and large farmers, Farmers
having upto 5 acres of land have been categorised as small
farmers, whereas upto l0-acre holding medium and above
10-acre holding were considered as large farmers. Keeping
in view that holdings are small in the village the investi-
gator had to apply hcr own de finition about these categories.
After collecting the data master table was prepared and

consolidated information was presented in different tables.



Some information was also collected using participant obser-
vation method. The investigator stayed in the village for

a few days and visited it after regular intervals and
collected information which was not covered in the

questionnaire,



Chapter II

REVIEW OF LITERATURE

Village studies have become an integral part of
modern anthropological, sociological and many other
researches. In India, they have gained much importance
particularly in the post-Independence period. Many studies
have been conducted in India as well as abroad. Some such
studies are :

Majumdar (1962) in his book "Caste and Communi-
cation in an Indian Village" took up cultural change and
impact of community development programre on the rural
life and aspiration. In this he selected three villages of
Uttar Pradesh. He found that caste provided codes of conduct
and the factor responsible for reduction of social distance
between caste was influence of urban life.

Chauhan (1967) studied the village of 'Ranawaton Ki
Sadri' located in Chittorgarh district of Rajasthan and
found that most of the groups were interested in just adding
a bit to their already existing measure of influence. They
followed a positive approach with regards to their own
promotion and a negative one in trying to withhold the same

for others. He further noted that some persons among Rajputs,
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the Jats and the Gadries, acguired predominance by being
invited by other castes to help them in their inter-caste
matters.

Ishwaran (1968) conducted a study in a South Indian
village taking into account all the aspects of life like land
and economy, work and- recreation, family, marriage, etc. hHe
found out that the impact of nearby urban centres tended to
change village life. Work attitudes were determined by
social values and religion was extremely important in a
village. Every act had religious significance whether it
was political, economic or social.

The political life had formal and informal aspects.
He noted that the technological changes which might be a
threat to the peace of the village were simply rejected.

Barnabas (1969) carried out a study about the
life of a village in North India, understanding the changes
and process of change taking place. The study revealed that
the largest number of changes, both material and attitudinal
were among the higher caste group; the lowest was among the
scheduled castes, Little diiference in percentages of people
making changes was found between the younger and the oldar
generation, Only in the case of the personal habits was the.
rate of change greater among the younger generation. The
study concluded that the correlation between the attitudes
and the status items was not as high as for the changes in

the material aspects. The highest correlation was found



between the education and attitude changes. The higher the
education, the greater the change in attitudes.

Sinha (1969) in his bock "Indian Villages in
Transition" made a comparative analysis of motivations,
aspirations and attitudes of villagers in terms of impact
of community development programme and for this he selected
six villages - three develcped and three under-developed
situated around Allahabad. He remarked that there was no
fundamental difference in the pattern of meotivation and
aspiration among the villagers from the progressed and less
progressed area. The urge for collective effort was very
less and outlook of the people was narrow and parochial.

Arora (1972), in his study "Social impacts of
agricultural technology on farmers and agricultural labourers"
concluded that with the impact of technology the aspirations
for the white-collar jobs increased and the children no
longer preferred farming., People had high aspirations for
giving higher education to their children,

'Aggarwal (1973) in his book "The Green Revolution
and Rural Labour" concluded that the supply of agricultural
labour in Ludhiana has decreased, due to the fact that nearly
half of the traditional labour households in the villages
have taken up non-agricultural employment. Even in the
remaining households many younger men have abandoned agricul-
tural work, The total earnings of the labourers have increased

nearly four-fold.
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Relationships between the farmers and labourers
have become more formal and commercial. Most of the
labourers now work for mixed hours and they don't hesitate
in changing employers. It is rather the employers now who
compete among themselves for the available supply of labour.
Labourers no longer provide ritual services in exchange for
gifts. Consequently, employer-employee relations have become
strictly economic and wage rates are controlled, to a large
extent, by forces of demand and supply.

To assess the different levels of development a
study was conducted by Punekar (1973) in six villages of
Konkan of Maharashtra. The study revealed thét the need of
the achievement was felt by some of the respondents which
marked the beginning of the change in the social attitude.
The pr@valence of caste system caused the ‘particularism’
in the distribution of economically relevant goods.

The social and caste hierarchies affected the
division of the villages. The relationships and the move-
ments of the villagers were determined by them. The hori-
EOntal movements of the people were more frequent and were
within their caste than vertical ones, i,e., among different
castes. A favourable attitude towards new changes was
observe@ among the villagers. The villagers were aware of
the majog needs and even felt the necessity of modern means

of communication.
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Venkatarayappa (1973) conducted study on six
villages of Mysore with the objectives to examine different
changes that have occurred due to influence of various
forces, e,g. urbanisation, commercialisation, industriali-
zation,etc. and different laws that have been framed in
the benefit of the different weaker sections of the society.

The study revealed that due to urban influence
and industrialization many job opportunities came up which
altered the occupational structure of the village. Earlier
the occupations were mainly agriculture, trading, dairying
and working on the daily wages but they shifted to working
in the industries like weaving, spinning, store-keeping,
assembling scooters,etc. Many of them got engaged in road
building, house building, carpentry or served a peons,
watchmen,etc. in the nearby cities. But, the pattern of
the occupational change had been based on the generations,
€.g. the older men looked after the village lands and the
younger one went in for city jobs.

Changes in the field of marriage were also
observed. Marriage had become more expensive affair
because in the earlier days bridegroom did not teke or
accept dowry as it meant some loss of dignity. But, today

they accept it or even demand it.

Urbanisation introduced the use of vegetable and
non-vegetagian food among the villagers. Since 1950 there

has been great stride towards nuclearization of joint
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families further causing the fragmentation of land holdings
which the elders did not approve of,

Jammu (1974) studied nine villages of Punjab to
examine the changes that have taken place in the social
structure of rural Punjab. He concluded that wvarious
stimuli of change of centripetal and centrifugal nature
have had considerable impact on the genetic and kinetic
elements of rural social structure. He reported that the
villages that are near the urban end produce primarily for
the market. The products like grains, vegetables, fruit,
dairy products are mostly sold in the city. Several new
occupations came into existence, the relationships became
'contractual and impersonal and the village is no longer
bound together as a social entity.

The broadmindedness of people reflects from the
fact that now there is great tendency among elders for
consulting the young ones before settling the issue of their
marriage. A trend towards nuclear families is also prevalent,
Caste-wise differences in the form of family showed that
the incidence of nuclear family was the highest among
commercial castes, whereas artisans, agricultural and
priestly castes came next in descending order,

Willingness for inter-religious marriages was
also observed in the commercial castes.

Sinha (1974) made an intensive study of motivation

and level of aspiration in six wvillages around Allahabad. A
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significant rise in the aspirations for income, house,
agricultural produce, method of cultivation, domestic
possessions, material possessions and the village facili-
ties was observed. But in some areas like improvement in
public health measures, participation in collective
activities, the aspiration tended to decline.

Rangnath (1974) conducted a study to assess the
changes in the pattern of the rural lzadership in Uttar
Pradesh. It was revealed that pace of change in the entire
Indian social system increased since independence. The
universal suffrage enhanced the importance of each individual,
It gave rise to unprecedented political awakening among the
masses.

He also observed that the traditional wvillage
leaders were either undertaking new functions and adjusting
with emerging patterns or were being replaced after being
rendered ineffective. The initiative and dominance in
rural community now have been taken over by the active as
well as mature section of people replacing the persons
belonging to old age group. The numerical preponderance
of castes was assuming increasing importance in the era
of adult franchise. Instead of economic power, it is
education status, that has gradually come to occupy the
prominent role in the selection of leaders,

In his book "Indian Villages at Cross Roads"

Lakshminarayana (1976) took up the problems of rural people
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and the factors that facilitated change in a rural community.
Por this, he studied three wvillages in Myéore district and
concluded that while accepting changes and opting for
modernisation people did not all together forget their wvalues
and beliefs, New political structure was based on adult
franchise and people were becoming politically aware but

they had desire to preserve traditions.

Lokhande (1977) carried out a study on leadership
pattern and social change in the community development block,
Kanjhawala, in Union Territory of Delhi. It was observed
that both the progressive as well as non—progreésive village
leaders had significantly higher socioc-economic status than
the non-leaders. The traditional leadership positively
associated with caste and socio-economic status was still
the dominant form of leadership in the village life. The
leadership in the progressive village was of polymorphic type
whereas in non-progressive it was monomorphic.

Gupta,and Singh (1979) obserwved that the respondents
of their study who had supplementary occuation of shoemaking
owned more number of material goods than those who worked
exclusively as agricultural labourers., The radio sets and/or
transistors were owned by only 10 per cent of the respondents
in the latter case against 40 per cent in the focmer,
Similarly, the figures regarding the possession of cycle
were 45 and 70 per cent in the two categories respectively.

It was mainly because the families which had supplementary
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occupation had higher average net family income which they
could spend on lifting their standard of living by possess-
ing more material goods.

Mehra (1979) in his study "Agricultural Development
and Social Change in Rural Punjab" pointed out that there
was a significant shift in the traditional occuvation among
all the castes but inequality between the lower and upper
castes still existed in the minds of people,

In his study, 'Agrarian structure of Birbhum'
Manabendu Chattopadhyay (197S) examined the economic
structure of the rural society. He found that despite the
changes in the modes of cultivation from tenant to hired
labour based cultivation, the class composition of the
agricultural population remained practically unchanged
for the period of 40 years in the regicn of nine villages
under study. Eviction of tenants and increcased use of
hired labourers in cultivation was primarily a reaction
of the landowners to tenancy legislation and agrarian
movements which held a threat to the owners of losing
their land at the differcnt points of time, particularly
in 1970s. So, he concluded that such movements and legis-
lation have not been able to transform the class composition
effectively in the society.

Harnek Singh and Mehra (1980) conducted a study
on 'Agricultural development and demographic change in

Chimna village' of Ludhiana district, which brought out the
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fact that the production of foodgrains increased manifolds
within the past decade but the birth rate decreased only
slightly. The study has also shown that the increase in

the number of farming families has contributed to a reduc=
tion in the average size of holding per family, but has led
to an increase in the per capita income. It also indicated
that the small families have larger size of holding and
higher per capita and per family income than large families.

Verma (1980), made a pilot study of 'Post-Independence
change in wvillage of Uttar Pradesh'. He noted that political
leadership after indevendence lacked enlightened political
vision., Thcre was increase in economic crime, i.e, crime
involving fraud concerning land, property and money.

A study undertaken by Aggarwal and Gupta (1981)
revealed that in the wake of farm mechanisation, farmers
gained more than farm labourers in terms of income, literacy
rate and living standards., The farm labourers have become
very conscious of such disparities and resultant exploitation.
But this awareness did not lead to any kind of social-tensions.
Some conflicts were observed among the farmers only and the
few conflicts that were between the farmers and farm
labourers were concerned with the fixation of wages or the
repayment of the interest free loans taken by the bonded
labourers from the farmers. Most of these cases occur
when the farmers or the other influential persons instigate
the farm labourers against their employer due to their personal

rivalary with him or due to the scarcity of labour.
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"Impact of advanced agricultural technoclogy on the
social and cultural life of rural people" a study by
Balwinder Singh (1981) showed that advanced agricultural
technology contributed to the disintegration of joint family
system and led to rapid rise of individualism, Mechanisation
also increased the income of farmers and wages of agricul-
tural labourers. At the same time, it created new tensions
in rural 1ife,

Dhillon (1981) conducted a study in a progressive
village of Punjab, primarily to assess the changing role of
rural women and its impact on developmental planning. The
study revesaled that women's work in the household registered
a little change. Negligible effort was made to adopt equip-
ment for household work simplification. Exnosure to the
market led to adoption of readymade articles and services.
Dairy had essentially been a women's responsibility. 1In
the case of some activities her role was changing from
doing to supervising. Women's contribution to agriculture
was observed to be declining, as they were unable to cope
with the technological advancement partly attributed to
the man-centred extension approach and partly to social
values., The study concluded that as change encompasses
various socio-economic spheres, women's work also goes
through certain changes - positive or negative,

Chatterjee (1982) conducted a study in Ranchi and

Jamshedpur to see the attitudinal differences of farmers
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and two generations of factory workers. Twc main conclusions
emerge from this study : first, attitudes become increasingly
more modern by industrial-cum-urban experience, so that
factory workers first generation were more modern than
farmers and factory workers second generation were compara-
tively more modern than factory workers first generation.
Second the industrial urban expesriences weaken the traditional
hold on attitudes to religion and family which still remain
within the traditional range.

Bhandari (1982) in his study, "Social tensions and
political consciousness as result of Green Revolution®,
concluded that modern agricultural technology disturbed the
earning patterns of the village artisans like iron-smith
and carpenters. The increase in agricultural production
and per capita income of farmers and labourers was the
result of technological development in the agricultural
sector,

In her book, 'Agricultural Mechanisation in Rural
Population' (a sociological study in Morena district), Rita
Khanna (1983) examined the social and economic processes
that started operating in Chambal region of Madhya Pradesh
after Ayacut development programme was launched. The study
covering five villages was carried out through interview
schedule., It concluded that education in the family showed
a definite increase with the economic betterment whereas

female education remained as before, i,e. unchanged. But,
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freedom of women increased substantially since the advent of
mechanisation. wWomen now were free to go to market, melas,
religious places,etc. Status of family shows a sharp and
positive increase with economic betterment and acquisition
of agricultural machines.

A study, 'Rural transformation in two districts of
Andhra Pradesh', was conducted by Somayajulu and Mahanth
(1984). Comparison in relation to structural changes and
cropping pattern, mechanisation, infrastructure facilities,
life styles, landlord-labour rclationship and political
awareness was studied. The authors concluded that traditional
feudal or semi-feudal mocdes of production relations between
the rich farmers and landless labourers, servants,etc. still
persisted in many pockets of villages, while simultaneously
commercialisation, modernisation, social and economic trans-
formaticn in the two rural societies were taking place in
all the walks of life. The Green Revolution had mixed
effects, leading to greater inequalities rather than
reducing them with the levels of living improved.

The study conducted by Reddy (1984) was an attempt
at examining the dominance pattern and social distance among
the castes of a medium-sized Karnataka village. A household
schedule, an interview schedule and participant observations
were the tools of the study. It concluded that no single
caste was dominant in the village. The struggle for dominance

was among the factional leaders of the village, The ritually
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superior castes and the Harijans were most unwilling to
have social relations with other castes; while the middle
castes were more willing to have social relations with all
castes other than the Harijans. A negative correlation was
observed between the dominance ranking of castes and the
degree of willingness to have social relations with the
people of other castes.

Reddapa (1984) conducted a study in. an Andhra
Pradesh district to examine the interaction between socio-
economic structure of a village and its economic activity
and the nature of the inter-relationship between socio-
economic structure and employment. The caste composition
showed predominance of scheduled castes and other backward
castes, A negative relationship existed between high caste
and work participation especially among womeén, There was
a straggering inequality of income distribution at the
village level, While 30 per cent of the lowest income
. households account for only 6 per cent of the total income
of all households, the 30 per cent of the high income house-
holds account for Rs., 67.37 per cent of the total income.

While conducting a study to see the pattern of
utilisation of health care services in selected primary
health centres by the rural population in Tamil Nadu,
Srinivasan (1984) observed that 65.5 per cent of the respon-
dents had utilized the health care services of the selected

health centres. The people still preferred the traditional
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practice of conducting delivery at home. Majority of the
respondents had immunised their children against small

pox and D.P.T. The study further revealed that majority of
the respondents were not in favour of family welfare programme.
The attitude of respondents towards modern medicine has
changed in the recent years and they have nowunder stood the
efficacy of allopathic medicine and have implict faith

I 1t,




Chapter III

ABOUT THE VILLAGE

Ayali Kalan, a village of 2500 souls, 1is 600 years
old. It is nine kilometers from Ludhiana, 1.6 km off the
Ludhiana - Ferozepur highway. Ayali, literally means Bhedan
Wale, i.e, shepherds who founded this village in 1385 and
thus was derived the name Ayali,

The elders of the village tell a tale that the
ancestors of the village were initially the residents of
another village - Kanakwal. The scarcity of land there
compelled the two brothers, Bhara Singh and Phate Singh to
migrate along with their children, grand children and a few
servants to a better place. They reached a village - Jhande
and were all set to scttlec there; but for 'something' inaus-
picious that happened the first night. The big vessel in
which milk was kept for beiling - in local language 'Kahrni'
burst which was considered ominous and they laft the place
in disgust. The next day they reached place where the land
was in abundance. They settled here and founded the village,
Ayali, which was later on divided into two ‘pattis' (sub-
division) : Bharu and Phate - after th¢ names of the two

brothers.

- page 22 -
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The village has a historical importance also. The
sixth Sikh Guru Shri Hargobind Ji halted at this place on
his way from Khajrana (Ferozepur) to Kiratpur. Accompanied
by Jodh Rai, Saleem Shah, Bhai Sadhu, Bhai Rupa and many
others followers, the Guru stayed only for a few hours to
leave for Kartarpur where he fought another war before
reaching his destination. A Gurudwara - Thara Sahib - has
come up at the place where the Guru had stoprped for taking
rest, and it is being run under the control of the Shiromani
Gurudwara Prabandhak Committee, Besides this, there is
another Gurudwara and a temple in the village,.

Another place important monument is a well said to
have becn built overnicht. The myth runs as that one Baba
Sajjan from this vililage used to carry ‘'desi c¢hee' in a
'valtoha' every fortnight to Kiratpur, where it was used
to prepare Parshad (sacramental food) to be distributed among
the congregation, One day Baba Sajjan had altercation with
his 'shreeks' (relatives who envy the fellow relatives)
over sinking a well in his land and got late for his
fortnightly devotion. Guru Hargobind, however, waited for
him and performed the ccremony only on the former's arrival,
On asking the reason for delay the devout Sikh narrated the
whole story. But the Guru told him there was no 'shreek' of
him; secondly, he had not to bother about the well as there
was one already. By the time Baba Sajjan reached back his

village, he was surprised to see a well sunk in his land.,
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The people too were astonished to see this kind of miracle.
Though initially made of small bricks, the well was later
on plastered for longer life. A few rooms have also been
constructed for religious ceremonies. The day (Chet da
chaudhwan) is celebrated with great enthusiasm now and the
langar (community kitchen) is served to one and all,

Ayali has a total area of 1385 acres land quite
fertile for growing cereals, oilseeds, legumes,etc. The
water table is very high and tubewells can easily be
installed. All the traditional wells have been replaced
by energised tubewells now numbering o S

The early exposure to education of the residents
of Ayali, the adoption of the latest technology have been
at a very fast rate. The first ever engine (Peter engine)
was brought from Delhi to this village as early as 1952
and the first tractor was introduced in 1965 by a retired
army officer who brought it all the way from Assam for
Rs., 6000 only. The villagers now have 55 tractors. The
farming had a real thrust in mid-sixties when new high
yielding varieties were introduced. The proxXimity to the
Punjab Agricultural University, Ludhiana added much to
their knowledge about agriculture.

A primary school ceonstructed a hundred years ago
is still running without any aid from the government. The
village has two middle schools one each for boys (established

in 1945) and girls (started in 1950). One High school came
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up in 1978, However, many people do not seem to be satisfied
with the working of these schools and prefer to send their
children to schools in Ludhiana city. Those who can afford,
make use of the school bus provided by the English medium
school situated in Aggar Nagar. About 30 boys and girls
attend colleges and other training institutions of Ludhiana
city.

The link road from the main Ludhiana-Ferozepur recad
was metalled in 1968 and two years later busg service was
also introduced. In 1972 local bus service was provided
which is a boon for the villagers who commute daily to the
city. The village has pucca streets since 1971. The drainage
system and other cleaning jobs are taken care of by 30-35
families of 'Jamadars' who migrated from Uttar Pradesh.

Electricity came to the wvillage in 1965 and all the
houses are electrified today., Most households possess radios,
fans, chaff cutters and electric pumps. Some also have the
luxurious items like refrigerator, television, electric
churner, tape recorder,etc.

The advanced agricultural technology is quite
expensive as many inputs are required, To cope with these
requiremeénts there exist two cooperative societies in the
village, one established even kefore Independence. Since
the advent of modern farm technology the work load of these
cooperative societies has increased manifold, simultaneously

increasing credit distribution., The Cooperative Societies
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distribute fertilizers and loans for other agricultural

inputs to farmers., 1In 1975, United Commercial Bank opened
@ branch in the village. It has facilitated the residents
to take loans for various activities. Many residents have
taken to Subsidiary occupations like poultry, dairying,etc,

About 30 residents of Ayali have gone abroad and
they keep sending imported things to their families. The
families whose members are settled in foreign countries
have imported tape-recorders, wrist watches and other
garments. It has also been observed that the money received
from abroad is mostly spent for buying land or plots near
the city,

For health purposes, there is one Civil Hospital
and a dispensary in addition to four private medical
practitioners, It can be Stated here that the land where
the hospital has come up was donated by the late 'Lambardarf
Sada Singh. The village has one veterinary hospital also.

Things of common use are bought by the villagers
from the grocery sheps, numbering 12. There are cycle repair
shops, tailors' shops and shoemakers' shops., A few shops
have been constructed in a row which give the impression of
4 small market. Most of these shops are on rent basis. Some
residents are also members of Mahila Mandal and Youth Club
which were opened about 12 years back.

The Jat Sikhs and Brahmans OCcupy the highest rank

in the caste hierarchy, ' The high status of Jats is based on
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their superiority in numbers, economic predominance and
political power, The Brahman's superiority from the very
beginning is based on their ritual position and partly Jat
support. Jats constitute 60 per cent ot the population of
the village and own more than 90 per cent of the village
land.

The Chamars (shoemakers) and Mazhbis (sweepers)
occupy the lowest rank in the caste hierarchy. Their houses
are segregated on the outskiris of the settlement.

The remaining 11 castes together occupy middle rank.
Their relative positions within the group are almost
indistinguishable but collectively their stetuﬁ is unmistak-
able, The castes represented in this grcup are carpenters,
blacksmiths, potters, goldsmiths, tailors, Banias, Aroras and
Khatris, Barbers, water carrisrs and Muslimns,

In the recent years some significant changes have
taken place in the position of the Harijans in the village.

A Ramdasia was elected Secretary of the village Gurudwara
through elections. A Ramdasia has always been a member of
the management.

| It has become a common practice for Harijan men and
women to carry food to the fields for Jats as well as for the
workers of the other castes, Cnc Harijan family of this village
has established a respectable size of the farm complete with
tractor and other machinery. Another Harijan who retired
from Army as Colonel has settled in Ludhiana and alsc owns

property in Chandigarh.




Chapter IV

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The village life in Punjab is no more simple, stable
and peaceful. The changes occurred during the last three
decades have all together changed the face of the village.
The pattern of adopting parental occupation is no more
relevant to the changed way of village life., The schemes
initiated by the government for the development of the
villages and personal ambition to achieve comforts in life
have brought a definite change in the traditional way Of
il fe,

In the wake of Green Revolution rural Punjab has
changed fast. Like all other villages in Punjab, Ayali
Kalan has also been linked with city through pucca roads.
Local bus service is quite fregquent. The bullock carts are
no more effective means of communication, Cars, taxis,
tampoos, scooters, motor cycles are in common use., Tractor-
trolley is also a frequent means of transportation. Almost
all the houses in village are pucca, Persian wheel has
become obsolete. Farmers cultivating their land with plough
is also a rare scene, Landscape of the villag2 has changed
to the extent that a person visiting the wvillage after

20 years may not recognize it.

- page 28 -
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Fodder cutting with gadasa was usual practice a few
decades ago, but these days gandasa may be used in committing
a crime but not for cutting the fodder, Handmills and even
bullock drawn kharras have become irrelevant, In the past,
farmers used to have one crop pattern and for lack of water
management they had tc plough the land under the shadow of
stars. By the sun-rise they would finish a working shift.
In the early hours of the morning nobody could afford to
sleep, Men would work in the field and women also started
their day a few hours before the sun-rise. Working with the
handmill for making flour for daily consumption of the
family, churning of milk and brining the water from the
village-well were the daily routine of the ladies and had
to be finished before sun-rise. There was another compulsion
for rising early in the morning as people had to go to the
fields to respond to the call of nature., By the sun rise
women were supposed to reach the fields for providing hazri-
vela (breakfast) to the working men.

01d men sitting and gossiping in Darwaja, women
moving in groups for fetching water from village-well, boys
taking the cattle to the fields for grazing were the common
village scenes only a few decades ago. Now the village has
changed beyond recognition. Now men can afford to sleep in
the early hours of the day and move to the fields after sun-
rise. Almost all the houses have now the toilet facilities

attached to the houses and there is no compulsion for the
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ladies to go to the fields in the early hours of the morning
under the cover of darkness, Village wells have lost their
importance as almost all the households have hand pumps or
motor pumps.

l Despite the multiple .cropping pattern farmers do
not look busy at odd hours, With the installation of
tubewells there is hardly any need to irrigate the fields
at night with the help of lanterns called hurricane lamps.
Tractors have added to the efficiency of the farmers and
now they can afford to plough the land even after sun-rise.
Improved water management and tractor technology have made
the life of farmers comfortable, secure and regular,

Villages are passing through a transitional period.
Not only have the modes of production undergone a tremendous
change but the social relationship and working vattern in
the villages have also changed considerably. In such a
Situation a systematic study of the structural and functional
aspects of rural society has become very significant. It was
not possible for the investigator to survey all the villages
of Punjab to study the structural and functional changes in
the rural sector. In view of the meagre resources the
investigator has selected Ayali Kalan, for recording the
change in the rural Punjab,., The study of Ayali Kalan
surely gives a representative picture of the changes that

have occurred in rural Punjab during the last few decades.
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The present study has been conducted with the following

objectives :

1. To record socio-cultural history of the
village;

2. "To observe different changes in the
village as a result of Green Revolution/
access to mass media/improved means of
communication and urban influence;

3. To examine the impact of different
developmental projects initiated in
the wvillage.

Agricultural Pattern

The study has revealed that in Ayali Kalan farmers
have adopted the new farm technology in a big way. Mechani-
sation of agriculture is one of the most important factors
which have made the Creen Revolution a reality in Punjab.
In Ayali Kalan for a total cultiviable land of 1151 acres
there are 55 tractors and the entire land is irrigated by
tubewells, Of the 42 farming families (comprising large,
middle and small farmers) surveyed for the study about
59 per cent own tractors, 43 per cent have trolleys, 59 per
cent possess threshers (see Table 1) and each family has
tubewell facility for irrigating the land., The study has
also revealed that all the farmers sow high yielding
varieties, They are also conscious of the judicious use

of the fertilizers, pesticides, insecticides and weedicides.
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Before the introduction of modern technology the use of
weedicide, insecticide,etc. was beyond the comprehension
of the farmers., 1In the past farmers were least conscious

of the seed technology and they seldom changed the seed.

Table 1. Agricultural Possessions of the Villagers

Possessions : Farmers A
Small Medium Large Total
Those who own
Eractors 3L10.71) 1.2(56,00) 10(83, 33) 25
Those who own X 8(37.00) 10(83,33) 18

tractor-trolley

Those who own tube-

well/electric engine 7(25,00) 200100.0) 12(106,0) 39

Those who own seed

arilil - 7(33,33) 10(83,33) 17
Those who own =
threshers 1(3,57) 14(70,00) 10(83.33) 25

Those who own

spray pumps - - 4(33, 33) 4

-Figures in the parentheses indicate percentages.

It is a well known fact that Punjabi farmers have
remained crazy for procuring the seed of new high yielding
varieties. 1In the late 60s and early 70s the seed of new
high yielding varieties used to sell only by kg. Farmers
would travel long distances and pay heavy premiums for
procuring a few kg of new seed, The consciocusness of the

farmers about the seed technology can be observed from the
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data presented in Table No,2 of this study, Among the large
farmers 33 per cent change the seed every year, whereas

50 per cent after two years and 17 per cent after three years
(see Table 2). The consciousness about the importance of
seed among the medium farmers is also significant. Of the
medium farmers 15 per cent changed the seed every year,

40 per cent after two years and 30 per cent after three years,

Table 2, Agricultural Practices of Farmers

V- o,
Agricultural Practices Farmers (%age

Small Medium Large

Harvesting :

Combine users = 55 67

Manually 100 45 33
Those who change seed :

Every year - 15 33

After two years 23 40 50

After three years 68 30 17

Whenever new variety 11 15

come s ¥ &
Those who buy seed from :

University 61 100 100

Private 39 - -

Fifteen per cent respondents of this category reported that
they changed the seed whenever new variety is available. Out
of the small farmers surveyed for the study, 21 per cent

changed the seed after two years, whereas 68 per cent changed
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after three years. From this category none changed every
year and 11 per cent changed the seed whenever a new high
yielding variety came in the market.

In the past farmers never differentiated between
the seed crop and the general crop. They used to buy seed
from any grain shop but now seed crop is taken with specific
recommendations of the agricultural scientists. The data
reveal that all large farmers procure seed only from Punjab
Agricultural University. For the procurement of certified
seed even PUNSEED is not considered a reliablé agency. It
has been observed in the present study, that from Ayali
Kalan no farmer purchases seed from the PUNSEED. The result
of this study in the context of procurement of seed may not
be applicable to the whole state as farmers do purchase seed
from PUNSEED. As Ayali Kalan is situated close to the PAU
the farmers have easy access to the University so they get
the required seed from this University. But the observation
made in the study is representative of the fact that PAU
has the highest credibility with the farmers and every body
would prefer to procure seed from the PAU in first instance.
The data have revealed that even all the medium farmers
procure seed from the University., Out of the small farmers
61 per cent get the required seed from the University and
the remaining 39 per cent get their seed from the progressive
farmers, The fact is quite revealing that those farmers

who can not get the required seed from the University resources
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prefer to buy it from a progressive farmer who has obtained

high yields from a particular variety.

Working Pattern and Occupational Mobility“

With the introduction of modern agriculture
technology notonly the cropping pattern has changed but it
has affected the working pattern also. In the past farmers
used to employ the workers on a regular basis. The workers
were paid more in kind than in cash., In fact the workers
were called 'Seeris' who had definite share in the produce.
Workers used to work with a particular family fo; generations,
The relationship between the farmers and labour was based
on human values, The wages of the workers could increase
or decrease with the fluctuation of crop yield. 1In the
times of hardship workers were helped. The working hours
were never defined and the labour used to work according

to the requirement and convenience of the land owner. 1In

this working pattern the entire family of a worker used

to be at the service of land owners. 1In addition to
working in the fields labour used to meet the domestic
obligations also. To see off a guest they were required
to carry the baggage of the guest. In the working pattern
human ties were so strong that workers would oblige the
land owners even in Ssettling the scores with their enemies.
The personal enmities of the land owners leading to murders

would invariably involve the workers also,
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With the adoption of multiple cropping pattern
farmers have become busy throughout the year, With the
use Of modern technology the need of labour in cert:ain
operations has been reduced considerably. At certain peak
timings labourers are required more in number but for a
short duration. Harvesting of wheat and'tranSplanting of
paddy require more hands. But labour is not required
throughout the vear. The village labour finding themselves
under-employed have started adopting alternative professions.
Some have migrated to cities. The human touch in the work.ng
pattern has lost its relevance completely. Seeri system
no more exists in the village and labour families have no
human commitment to a particular land owning family. The
seeri system based on sharing the yield has been changed
to contractual system. Now numbe -~ of hours and the nature
of work are clearly demarcated and defined. Wages in cash
are also fixed. The labour families are free to change
their masters and farmers are free to employ labour at
competitive rates, In this compe tition the migratory labour
has made in roads to the villages,

The investigator observed that village labour cannot
cope with the situations specially at peak timings of trans-
planting paddy and harvesting of wheat, and majority of
farmers employ migratory labour. The study has revealed
that the local labour is not adequately trained for trans-

planting paddy. The migratory labour from U.P. and Bihar
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is more efficient in this operation and is available on
cheap rates, It has also been observed that local labour
has some alternative employment and in hour of need they
demand high rates. For harvesting and interculture,
farmers prefer local labourers as they have more stamina
for hard work. Many farmers get the harvesting done on
contract basis., Under this system rates are fixed per acre
for harvesting. Under the contract system the whole family
(including women) works in the field, Except the harvest-
ing operation generally women are not employed to work in
the fields. The payment of the labour is now made in cash,
The payment in kind has been discontinued.

As more farm operations are being mechanised the
need for labour is on the decline. Harvesting is one
operation when farmers feel shortage of labour. During
harvesting the uncertainty of weather makes farmers finish
harvesting in as short a period as possible, But now the
use of combines and reapers is on the increase. The time
is not far off when migratory labour will not be required
for this operation. It has been observed (see Table 2)
from the data that 67 per cent of the large farmers and
55 per cent of the medium farmers use combine harvesters.
However, 100 per cent small farmers employ manual labour
for this operation.

Since farming has been commercialised, the human

relationship between the employer and the employee has



38

disappeared. The prefercnce of the farmers for engaging
migratory labour has further alienated the local labour
from the social structure of the village. Most of the
village labourers work in city and have minimum interest
in the sociology of the village. With the emergence of
éontractual working pattern the landless labourers do not
involve themselves in the feuds of land owners., It can
also be observed that physical violence in case of settling
0ld scores is also on the decline. Now legal battles arc
fought more often, This can be safely attributed to the
change in the working relationship,

In the past commodities had exchange value. The
workers (seeris) were paid in kind rather than in cash. The
farm labour used to work under the seeri system but other
allied services had the sepi system. The carpenter, iron
smith, tailor, waterman, barber,etc. all worked under the
sepi system. Under this System the services rendered by
the professionals mentioned above were compensated twice
8 year at the time of 'Harri' and 'Sauni'. Certain gquantity
of wheat and maize was fixed for each service,

The carpenters were Supposed to repair and make
wooden agricultural tools and household furniture items.

In Ayali Kalan there were four carpenter families and they
had equal number of farmer clients to serve. There were two
black smiths who used to perform the similar services as

far the iron tools were concerned. In the village structure
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farmers had the pivotal role to play whz=reas all other
professions assisted the farmers and played only secondary
role, The carpenters, black smiths, tailors, barbers and
water carriers (Jheever) worked with sense of dedication

and sincerity purely on human trust. Usually the wages were
decided not on the quantum of work but on the capacity of the
land owners to pay. Those who performed farming with one
pPlough had to pay less quantity of wheat/maize than those

who did the farming with more than one plough., The status
of the farming family was judged from the number of ploughs
they used per family. The work of the barber could never

be measured or calculated. They were also paid in kinq
according to their needs and,of course, according to the
paying capacity of land owners. The working system in the
village existed purely on human interest whereas in the

wake of Green Revolution it is cash and not the crop which
has gained exchange value. Human relationship has ceased

to exist and under the commercial relations paymeﬁts are

made according to the service received. With the introduction
of new agricultural éechnolOgy the carpenters and black Smiths
have lost the relevance in the working structure of the
village. All the carpenters and black smith families in the
village have taken up alternative jobs. A few of them have
Started manufacturing agricultural tools with the help of
bank loans, Now the farmers have also become quality

conscious and they get the reguired werk done from a workshop
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of their choice. The allied services in the wvillages are
infact a shattered lot., Village tailor has no more monopoly
over the clients, Such allied services can sustain in‘a
village only if they can provide a gquality work to the
satisfaction of the clients. Sepi system did giwve the
security to the allied professions in the village but now
each one has to compete with the market for his survival.
Modern techniques of agriculture reqguire hard
cash for purchasing such important inputs as fertilizer,
insecticides, weedicides, seeds, diesel, etc., The repair of
tractors, tubewells, could also be got done, only on cash
payment. A progressive farmer ambitious of getting high
yields needs hard cash to spend thrcocughout the year. With
the multiple cropping system and having comparatively high
yields farmers do cget cash by marketing the surplus produce
but it is never sufficient for spending it throughout the
year, This professional compulsion has made the farmers
adopt side professions which could bring them additional
cash for investing in crop productions. The landless labour
not finding work throuchout the year has also taken up
subsidiary occupations. Government schemes to promote

I subsidiary occupations have also helped enterprising people

toc adopt such occupations as dairy, piggery, fishery,poultry,
bee-keeping,etc. In Ayali, 66 per cent have taken up dairy,

4 per cent poultry and 2 per cent bee-keeping, The village

;
|
i
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being near to the city,milk seems to be an easily marketable

commodity and dairy a profitable profession.
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Governmental Schemes for Rural Development

While interviewing the respondents the investigator
found that certain new professions have also come up in the
village. These professions have been started under the
government schemes to help the yellow card holders for
bringing them above the poverty line. Under the Rural
Development Agency the yellow card holders are sanctioned
small loans upto Rs. 10,000 with 33 per cent subsidy to the
landless labour and 25 per cent to the marginal farmers
having less than 1 acre of land. Under this scheme a tea
stall, a karyana shop, cloth shop, welding shop and two
repair workshops have been started in the village. Twenty
girls belonging to the families under poverty line were also
sanctioned small loans for purchasing knitting, sewing
machines under the self-employment programme, They were
given Rs, 2000/- each including Rs, 666/- as subsidy. The
enquiries of the investigator have revealed that these girls
earn Rs, 200/- to Rs. 500/- each per month, It was also
observed that 80 per cent of the beneficiaries returned the
loan of the banks, whereas 20 per cent were declared
defaulters, The investigation further revealed that the
beneficiaries who were declared defaulters in fact got
married and took the machines in dowry before they could
return the loan, In such cases poor parents have to suffer.

The respondents in informal talks revealed that

bank managers are not following the instructions of the
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government for paying the loan of Rs, 5000 without insist-—
ing for the surety. There are certain cases who are needy
and could benefit from the rural develcpment schemes, but
they are unable to provide sureties for getting the required
loan. It has been observed that no person has been sanctioned
loan by the bank without getting a proper surety. The
. beneficiaries of the loan schemes have a gencral complaint
that procedure for getting the loan sanctioned is very
complex and causes undue harassment. It was also observed
that influential persons with the connivance of bank employees
misuse the loan facility by adopting questionable means.
They get the loan sanctioned (on low int-rest rates) on
one pretext or the other but utilize the money for the
purpoge- other than the mentioned for the locan. Because
of such corrupt practices the target groups do not benefit
from such schemes whereas resources meant for rural develop-
ment on uplift of the poor are misused by comparatively '
well off persons.

Cooperative societies though not working under
. ideal conditions yet have considerably helped the farmers
in bringing about the Green Revolution. Ayali Kalan has
two cooperative societies. Upto early 60s these societies
didn't do any noticeable work but in the late 60s farmers
developed a great interest in the cooperative societies,
These societies distributed loans liberally which helped

the farmers in acquiring tools of modern agriculture
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technology. Modern agriculture required high investment

and the cooperative societies came to the rescue of the
farmers. But for the cooperative societies farmers would

not have dared to get the required loans from the unscruplous
money lenders. These societies give loans upto Rs. 15000/~
The procedure of giving the loan is very simple and farmers
prefer to approach the cooperative societies than any other
loaning agency. According tc the Agriculturs Inspector of
the village 40 per cent members often misuse the loan, as
they spend it on unproductive ceremonies rather than invest
ing it for getting higher production., Many a time loan is
drawn to favour a defaulter merber for returning his instal-
ment., According to his estimate 40 per cent of the loaned
money is utilized on the purpose other than those for which
the loan is drawn. Inspite of the short comings in the
working of the cooperative societies these have helped farmers
increase the output. As loan is easily available from these
societies, farmers could modernise agriculture technology
even when it regquired hign investments.

The high yielding varieties resoond to the fertilizer
doses and give high yvields. But for the cooperative societies
farmers would not have procured the reqgquired fertilizer which
was the basic need of the high yielding varieties. The
Cooperative societies grant loans 50 per cent in kind and
50 per cent in cash. In kind they provide fertilizers,

insecticides, weedicides, etc. After getting the loan
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sanctioned it becomes compulsory to lift the fertiliger
required for a particular cromn. Perhaps this is the reason
that Punjab has the highest Per acre consumption of the
fertilizers in India. Surely the cooperative societies have
a definite role in changing the outlock of farmers for
making high investment in agriculture and bringing about
Green Revolution.

In addition to the cooperative societies, banks are
also convenient agencies for getting loans at reasonable
rates of interest. 1In the pre-Green Revolution era private
money lenders were the most popular agency for lending the
money to farmers at high rates of interest, The farmers
used to pay a heavy price for maintaining the confidentiality
about his indebtedness. In pre-Green Revolution era farmers
were afraid of approaching the cooperative societies and banks
for getting loans even on low rates of interest as in this
process it was diffigult to conceal the debt, Farmers
consider it a humiliation tc be under debt as indebtedneseg
affects their social prestige. The money lenders were
considered the protecters of the honour of the person under
debt. A deal between the farmer and the money lender was
Struck in complete secrecy. But in the late 60s farmers
Started getting loans from cooperative societies and banks,
at first reluctantly and made heavy investments in agriculture,
- The good returns encouraged them for such high investments.

Though practically majority of the farmers is under debt but



45

living standards have gone up. There is a marked change

in the attitudes of farmers as now they do not approach

the private money lenders in the first instance and prefer

to get loans from the Ccooperative societies and banks. Many
farmers do not conceal their position of indebtedness but
many still feel sh; of disclosing their debts, However, the
inquiries have revealed that 55 per cent of the respondents
have taken loans from the banks for their professional and
personal needs, It was also revealed that 23 per cent of the
respondents are in debt of the cooperative societies. It
was a real surprise that none of the respondents was indebted
to private money lenders. This is a big shift in.the atti-
tudes of the farmers for approaching the public agencies

for getting loans instead of the private money lenders,

working Pattern of Women

With the introduction of modern agriculture
technology not only the working pattern of men has changed
but work activities of village women have also been affected,
Spinning, embroidery, weaving were the common activities
among the village women in the past. Working in groups is
no more in vogue. The inquiry reveals that only 2 per cent
women do spinning. Weaving of daris and kheses which was
SO commen has :vanished completely. Only 2 per cent ladies

reported that they weave nallas just as a hobby., In the
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past women used to weave peedis and cots themselves. The
study has revealed that only 4 per cent women now weave cots
and 1 per cent peedis, The common village furniture,peedis,
moorahs and colourful cots woven by ‘'sut' (thick cotton yarn)
has been replaced by modern furniture-chairs, table, sofas
and beds (Palang).

In the past women used to be busy from early morning
till late at night. 1In addition to household chores they were
supposed to take food to the fields for the men working there,
They used to lookafter the cattle, clean the cattle sheds,
prepare dung cakes, milk the cattle and prepare the feed
for the animals. After serving the food to the family they
used to sit in groups (Trinjan) for spinning and ginning the
cotton and singing folk songs. They could relax only at work.
The working pattern of women has undergone a tremendous change
in the post-Green Revolution era. Spinning and weaving is
outdated, Carrying food to the fields is also no more the
practice, With the breakup of joint family system working in
groups has come to an end. With an easy approach to cities
the mill-made goods are more in fashion., With the change in
housing pattern and with the mechanisation of farming operatian
number of cattle is reduced, those who have taken up to dairy
have professionalised the work of looking after the milch
cattle, Now the village women have more leisure, The old
saying "Run Jatti Hor Sab Khan di Chatti" has lost its signi-
ficance as now the farm women are no more overburdened with

work.
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The village women busy with the professional obli-
gations of farming had seldom time to clean the house. The
house cleaning was done c¢nly on auspicious occasions for
important social ceremonies. As the houses were kucha so
before the rainy season these required plastering (lep) with
dung mixed clay soil. But as a routine only the kitchen area
was cleaned regularly. Now women pay more attention to the
general cleanliness of the house. Dusting and sweeping is
done daily. They study has revealed that these days 95 per
cent women do the dusting and cleaning of the house themselves
daily. Only 5 per cent get it done from the servants.

In the past cloth washing was a casual activity.

But these days ladies do the washing regularly, Data have
revealed that in Ayali 97 per cent women wash the clothes
daily and the remaining 3 per cent wash twice a week.,gygli
Kalan being near to the city, the villagers have thé/EQQAntage
[/
of adopting dairying as side profession. Among théffamilies
who have taken up dairying 78 per cent women assist the men
folk in looking after the milch cattle, Occasionally 40 per
cent of them help in cleaning the animal sheds also. Dung
cakes are still used as fuel but only 40 per cent of the
respondents prepare these themselves., The well off families
consider such work as the job of menials, but women of the
poor farming families and those of landless communities do

not hesitate doing the job.

['£9247
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In the past selling of milk was considered a sin.
There is an old saying "Dudh Vech Liya Jheha Put Vech Liya".
The selling of milk was considered equal to selling of son,
During the marriage ceremonies the villagers would send milk
to the family concerned as a gift. But now miik is being
sold by every family who has a surplus. In the summers the
milk rates are so high that the village families do not keep
sufficient milk even for their own consumption., Churning of
milk used to be a routine practice with every family owning
milch cattle. The present study has revealed that now only
65 per cent families do this job and out of these most of
them do not do so in summers., Of the 65 families 20 per
cent churn the milk in the traditional way, whereas 80 per
cent do it with electric churner.

The time consuming work of weaving daris and
embroidering phulkaris is no more popular. For a hobby
women now do only cross-stitch which is less time consuming,
This cross-stitch work is done for giving a better look to
the interior of the house. The investigator observed during
hex visit to the houses that now village women have become
more conscious about interior decoration. During informal
talks with the respondents it was revealed that many of
them can find time for a nap in the day which was never
possible in the past.

The respondents in an informal talk reported that

there was no occasion for furnishing and decorating the
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house as in the past there used to be only one or two
maltipurpese rooms. A portion of the house was used for
storing the animal feed, Almost all the pegs in the multi-
purpose room were used for items pertaining to the farmiag
operations, The construction of houses was done more from
utalitarien point of view then aesthetics. Now the separate
drawing rcoms give the opportunity to women for furnishing

and interior decoration.

Housing Pattern

The kuchha houses have vanished from the rural
landscape in Punjab. Now in villages alsc people build
pucca houses. Only 10-15 houses in Avali Kalan are kuchha;
all other are pucca,

In the past pecple used to bulld houses without
any proper plan and withcut the help of expert mistris
(mason). Animal sheds were invariably the part of the
courtyard. There were no bathrooms and toilsts attached to
the house. There were only multipurncse one or two room
houses, Thesc rooms were used for sitting, sleeping, eating
and storing oif focd grzins, animal feced and other household
eatables. Eatables like ghze, butter, pickles, panjeeri,ctc,
were kept in a wooden sandook whereas clothes, quilts, kheses,
daris, phulkaris,etc. were kept in another sandock, wooden

Oor made of iron sheets. It was the utility and not the
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aesthetics which mattered. Thare was hardly aﬂy scope for
interior decoration. Small carthen piitchers were used for
storing pulses, salt, chillies,etc. Bharolas made of clay
were used for storing grains, All these items were dumped
in the same rooms which were used by the family for all
other purposes. A toil=t in the house was unheard of as it
was considered a necessity only in citios.

With the increased income and desire for comfortable
life the farmers have been attracted towards urbanisation.
A shift from kucha houses to pucca hcuses was an importan
step towards urbanisation. The village houses.are now
modelled on city houses. Multipurpose rooms are no more in
practice; instead village houscs have also spucific rooms.
In the village now most houses have a drawing room and
separate bedrooms. There is a tendency to have attached
toilet alsc, &nimal sheds are no more & part of the living
area and animal feed is alsc not storad in the houses.
Sandocks arc fast vanishing. Godrej almirahs, VIP suitcases
are baconing quite common, Instcad of pitchers plastic jars
are used for storing eatable and other consumable items.,
Open kitchens are now in addition to the covered kitchen.
People have become very conscious of the interior decoration
and general outlook of the house. In the past a crude
decoration was done by painting the walls with some animal
figures or flowers, Peovle used to paint with some religious

writings, figures, in front of their houses, These days
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the houses are white washed from inside as well as outside.
The walls are decorated with some wall hangings instead of
crude colourings. The tasteful furnishing of the houses

make them attractive.

Family Svystem .

Joint family system is generally considered an
essential feature of the village sccial structure. Urban
way of life contributed more to the one unit family system.
Family menbers who took up service in ©no citics were the
first to break from the joint familv and set up = separate
unit of their family. It was very rare that families broke
up to separate units while living in the zame village. 1In
the post.-Green Revolution era trend towards one unit family
system is on the increas. and joint family system in the
village is fast giving way to a nuclear family system.

After the mechanisation of the farming profession
it has bocome difficult for the small and medium farmers to
support the joint family on the small piece of land., Diversi-
fication in agriculture has made necessary all the family
members to cngage themsclves in profitable work to earn cash
for reinvesting in agriculture, 1In large families a few

farmily members had to move to the cities in scarch of alter-

Hh

native jobs. The educated members of the family having
adopted service as their career broke from the joint families

and set up separate family units. Under such professional
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compulsion and circumstcntial chift froam traditional to new
professions the joint family system is breaking up rapidly.
They study has revealed that in Ayali the qamber of joint
families has come down to 37y The survey has revesled that
44 per cent have set up nuclear units o+ family whereas 19 per

cent are in the process of breaking up (se2e Table 3

Pable 3, Family System in the Village

Nuclear Mixed Joint Total

Small farmers 14(50.00 6(21.42) 8(29.00) 28

Medium farmers 8 (40, 00) 5(25.00) T4 35,00) 20

Large farmers 2(16.66) - 10(83, 33)

Others 20(57, 59) 8(20.00) 12(30.00) 40
Total 44 19 37 ik 1&6ﬂh

o — —— B ey TR

-Figures in the parentheses indicate percentages

The position of ~vall Kalan sesms to be a bit
different from the traditional villages of Punjeb, Being
near to Ludhiana city the village has developed peculiar
characteristics, Small dairy units have Decome a viable
independent pProfession, Purchasing milk from the village
and seliing it in the city also viclds considerable profit,
Cultivation of vegetables on small units of land has also
become a viable Project. Menbars of the fanily who serve in
the city retain the village as their basa., It has been

cbscrved that mempers of the small and medium farmers!
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families and members of the landless labour familics arec
more under economic pressure toc seek altornative jobs in

the city. The farmers who have been categorised as large
farmers in the study have lend more than 10 acres, It has
been observed that thoss large farmers wno have not very
large joint familics consider joint family more a viable
unit than the nuclear family, They seoem to be conscious

Of not splitting the land further but they have evclved a
new method oi avoiding internal tussles of the joint family,
They have puilt big houses having separate sets for each
family unit undzr the sam: roof. In few cases even separate
Xitchens have also been vstablished in “he same house,

The data in Table Nc.3 show that 50 per cent of
Small farmers have set up nuclear family units, whereas the
figures for the medium farmers and largs farmers are 40 per
cent and 16,56 per cent respectively, Being the peculiar
situation of the village small farmers and non-farmers have
& greater téndenCy towards nuclear femily system. Of the
landless labour and other occupaticn 57,59 per cent have
adopted nuclear family systemn.

Under the pre¢ssure. of circumstances the illiterate
families have 2lso taken to nuclear family system, in the
same ratio as the highly educated familics have, In the
village 41,02 per cent illiterate familiecs have set up one
family units vhereas among the graduztes and above graduates

the figurcs is 41,17 per cent. It may-bu surprising that
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illiterate fomilies in'the village hoave the same percentage
(see Table 4) of joint families as the highly educated family
have. Gﬁnefally the level of education affects the choicz

of the family for a particular family system. It is a
generally believed that the more educated the family, the more

is the trend towards the nuclear family system. The practical

Table 4, Impact of Education on Family System

Nuclear Mixed Joint Total
Illitarate 16(41,02) $(23.07) 14(35.89) 39
Matric 21(47,72) 6{13,63) 17(38,35) 44
S;gi:““tes phg 7(41.17)  4(23.52) 6 (35, 29) 17
Total: a4 . A9 37 100
~-Figures in the 1}_:;h-5e“s‘:;1z.c : "r_, pcrcent;(;éﬂsm

Observation of the investigator shows that in Ayali Kalan
this belicf is false. Education has proved not a very powerful
factor in adopting for a particular family system. The
economic compulsions and other circumstances like the situaticn
of the village (near to the city) have provaed more powerful
than the zducational level of the family in affecting the
change in the family system.

The study has revealed that the level of education

has not proved totally irrelovant in determining the family
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system, When the respondents were askaed to glV~ thelr
options in favour of the joint family system or the nuclear
the response confirmed the hypothesis thst the higher the
level of cducation the higher is the trend towards the

nuclear family system. Awmong the illiterate, 56,41 per cant
opted for nuclear family systzm whereas among the matriculates
60 per cent showed their preference for the nuclear family,
Among tha graduates and above graduates 70,58 per cent
registered their prefercnce in favour of nuclear family

system (se= Table 5).

Table 5, Preference of Pamily System According to kducaticon

avel e

Illiterate .—“Matric gigdgﬁgie Tota;—-m
Joint 17(43,58) 18 (40, 18) 5(29,41) 40
Nuclear 22(56,.41) 26 (60,00) 12(70,58) 60

P— -

~Figures in the parentheses indicote peércentages

Apart from economic pressures many other social
factors have 2also contributed towards the breaking up of
joint family system. With the spread of education and
frequcnt visits to the cities have aroused ambitions of
every individual for independent and comfortable life.
Farming profession is no more simple needing only physical

strength it needs now professional knowledge and skill,



Professional know-how about the modern farming can be gained
from agricultural scientists, through farm literature and

also from the extension service personnels, The authority cf
taking professional decisions no more rests with the head of
the family if he happens to be illiterate. Getting loans from
coonerative sociecties/banks and making inve stments and
purchasing tools ¢f modern technology need family decisions
where educated children have & special voice. With the erosian
of decision taking authority of the head of the family joint

family svstem has sufiered a serious setbacdk.
Yy Sy

Matorial Possecsions

Thz material possessions cf the village people clearly
show a shift in the traditional way of life and the trend is
towards urbanization, 1n the traditional way of life people
used to eat either in the fields when at work or at homo
sitting in the kitchen srca. Peedis and mooras were used for
sitting purposes and people used to eat in 'Thals' or holding
chapatis in their hands., The study has revcaled (see Table 6)
that 36 per cent people in the village have now dining tables.
Status-wise among the large farmers 66.55 per cent own dining
tables, The figure among the medium is 45 per cent. The
small fariers -might have me2ager resources but the data have
revealed that 64,28 per cent use dining tables, From the

personal observation and individual interview the investigator
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has noticed that generally dining tables are given and
received in dowry. Dining table has become a common item
to be included in dowry irrsspective of the economic strata

to which the people belcng. It has alsc been noticed that

Table 6. Material Possessiocne of the Villagers

Farmers
Possesssions =
Small Me:ddum Large Others Total
Those who own » 1(5.00) 1(8. 30) L 2

cocler

Those whoe own

afaon ¢ 56 ) i
Sfentris Madhani13(46.42) 18(90,00}) 11(91.66) 1(2.%) 4,

Those who own X

sressure coukers*g(67'55) 16 (80.00) 12(100.0) 4(10,0) 51
ggg:ﬁ gig gignt s - 1(8.30) - 3
emckeloss challas  ~ 3(15.00) 5(41.66) -
Those who own 7(25.00) §(40.00) 10(83, 33) by e

refrigerator

Those who own . , : % /
dining table 18(64.28)  9(45.00) B(66.66) 1(2.5) 36

Those¢ who own 5(17.85) 15(75,00) 9(75,00) 1(2,5) 30

scooters

Those whoe ownh M = . o

motor-cycles L3 57) 1(5,00) 31( 25,00} - B
Those who own 2 e 2(15.66) 2 5

cars

~Figures in the parcntheses indicate nercentages
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among the small farmers c¢he dining table hag besn purchased
by those famili~s whose one or other nember is cducated and
serving in the city. Aamcng non-farming families, who are
mostly landless labour, 2.5 per cent have dining tables.

With the adoption of suitable creopping system and
mechanisation of the farming cperations villagers also have
become time conscious. The traditional way of cooking was
highly tim= and fuel consuming., In modern agriculture, fuel
is not that plenty as it uzed to be in the traditional farming
system, Kitchens have also been moderniscd:; in the covered
and closed kitchens it is not possible toc usc the traditional
fuel. It has also been obscrved that in each house there are
educatad girls or women. All these factors have made the
use of pressure cookar quite common in the village homes. So
it is one of the essential items in dowry., Among the large
families, 100 per ceut have pcessure cooker. The data
presented in Table 6 indicate that &) por cent of the medium
farmers, 67.85 per cent of thie small farmers and 10 per cent
Of the non-farming families use pressurs cookers in their
homes, The use of pressure cocksr in such a big number
clearly shows that the villagers are adcpting new ways of
life.

The list of material possessions collected by the
investigator shows that villagers are also heading towards
comfortable and luxurious life., A few decades ago cold water

from the pitcher uscd to be praferred by the viliagzrs to the
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iced water. Artificiality at all levels was considered a
éharacteristic of city and condemned, The eatables cooked
in the pressure ﬁooker were never consldered tasteful by
the villagers visiting their city relatives. Now not only
the use of pressure cooker iz on the increas: in the villacge
but the use of refrigerator is also becoming popular with
them. The study has revealed that 25 per cent of the village
population own refrigerators. Among the large farmers 83,23
per cent have refrigerators whereas the figures with the
medium and small are 40 per cent and 25 per cent respectivelsy,
Only a few decades ago bullock cart was the most
convenicnt conveyance avallable in the village. People had
to walk because public conveyance was available only in the
cities, Sardar Sher Singh Retd Subcdar, 80, told the investi-
gator that in his youth he used to visit Sarhind Mela along
with his friends on foot. Now the viliage has been linked
to the eity by pucca road and local bus service is quite
frequent., Rickshaw, three-wheelers, taxis arc other mode s
of transport available to the villagers in addition to the
local bus service. It seems people have become more time
conscious and they prefer to be independent in matter of
conveyance, The data show that 30 per cent of the village
families own scooters. Among the large and medium farmers
75 per cent have scooters whereas among the small and non-
farming familics the figures are 17.85 por cent and 2.5 per

cent respectively.
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Dairy is very popular subsidiary occupation with
the families of Ayali Kalan. The study has shown that 66 per
cent have taken up dairying as side business, Mcst of the
families do not churr milk during the summers as milk sells
at high rate., It is surprising that churning milk with
traditional madhani is becoming outdated. The study has
revealed that 43 per cent of the families have electric
machanis, Out of the large farmers 91,65 per cent families
use electric madhanis whercas figures with the medium, small
and non-farming families are 90,00, 46,42 and 2.5 per cent,
respectively (Table 6).

The study has revealed that in the viliage trend
towards comfortablc and better life is very clear. It is
only a matterofwhat you can afford and what nct. Thare is
no prejudice or bias against luxurious comfortakle and
urbanised way of life rather it is other way round. Peoplc
prefer city comforts. The study has rowvealad that 16,66
per cent Oof the large farmers own cars also., In addition
to scooter 25 per cent of the large familics own motor cycles
whereas the figures for the medium and small families owning
motor cycles are 5 per cent and 3.57 p2r cent, Among
other comforts 8,3 pur cent of the large families have
coolers whereas figure for the medium family is 5 per cent
in this context. The very ract that 8,3 per cent of the

large farming families have Gobar gas plant clearly proves
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that thcse who can afford try to get comforts with the

latest technology. Among the large farming families 41,66
per cent have smokel=ess chullas, whereas ameong the medium
farming families only 15 par cznt have adopted this technigue
(Table &),

The drawing rooms in Ayali are like the Arawing
rooms of any city house. Sofa sets, chairs, tables can be
commonly seen in the drawing rocms. The brass utensils which
were commonly used by the villagers are on the decline and
use of crockery, steel utensils,cte. is increasing day by
day. Tea sets and dinner sets can also be seen in many
houses. Godrej «lmirahs and inbuilt wall almirah clearly
show a departure from the old style of living where sandooks
were used. Table fans, ceiling fans, sewing machines, radios,
cycle, timepiece have bocome common household items. Even
T.V. is not rare in the village; a few families own P Ve

sets and many enjov watching these.

Leisure Time Activitics

With the change in working pattern, material
possessions and eating habits, a marked change can also be
observed in the leisure activities, Darwaja, £cth our big
Shady trees in the village nowadays have a deserted look.
Darwaja used to be regqular haunt of all the people where

they could sit and chat for hours together, A few would
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play chapat, others would gossip about the village and the
world. Social problems, scandals, politics, religion,
nostalgia about the past, all could be discussed at Darwaja
gathering. In sumrers Darwajas used to be cool, airy and
Ccomfortable place for passing time. These days ewven the

old people prefer to sit or rest under the fan., A few still
visif Darwaja or Gurdwara for a short poriod more as a matter
of habit than necessity.

In the past the old men used to make ropes in the
leisure time. Rope meking activity could be carried even
while¢ on pilgrimage. People had the tcndency not to sit
idle. These days the 0ld people eithar suosrvise the work
of migratory labour or do som: baby sitting. Usually they
take a round of Darwaja or Gurdwara along with small kids
to help the housewives.

In the past youngsters wused to do weight lifting,
wrestling and play kabaddi,etc. in their loisure time. They
used to consume butter, chee and milk in »lenty and to
justify the consumption they would play such game s, where
more physical strength was required. These days butter,
ghe¢e and milk have becomeé luxury rather than routine items
of consumption. with the change in cropping pattern now
youth has to be busy throughout the yecar. For relaxation
and leisure spending activities, cards have bocome more
popular with thie age group. Drinking with friends which

used to be an occasional activity in the past has now become
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@ leisure activity. Majority of the youth keeps itself busy
in pursuit of education. The educated youth feelgs alienated
from the village surroundings. Group battles have become
only memory of the past, Viewing TV, movies and listening
to radio have also been added toc the leisure activitics of
the youth, Reading newspapers is done more as a leisure
activity rather than a habit.

The investig=ator has observed that children in the

village now do not play traditional games such as gulli danda,

canda-duk, deeckrian, akhrot, reethe,ctc. Plastic toys and

electronic toys are becoming ponular. Most of the children
keep themselves busy attempting home work or pclay hide and
seek which they have learnt from their counterparts in the
cities, Thé young girls instcad of embroidering phulkaris
and daris, do cross stitch, tailoring or interior decoration,
They also make decorative pieces of beads and listen to radio,
The making of colourful hand fans and weaving of colourful
peeris have become outdated. Comics, romantic novels and
magazine reading are alsc making inroad in the village
life and have become a good pastime with the educated girls
and boys.,

With the change in leisure activities the village
life has moved from group activitizs to individualism. In
the past the whole wvillage used to be a cCommMming-—and-evary
face was familiar to each othzr. Guest of a family used to

be treated as guest of the village. Social circle of the
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inhabitants was very wide but with the structural changes

in the community of the village the social circle of each
family has narrowed down to relations cr a few friends.

While living in the same village now people f£ind many
unfamiliar faces. Lif  has become quite formal in comparison
to 0ld days when peonlic had informal relations, In the past
the wholo village would know if somebody was €& visit the
city or a family had recaived a relative rosiding in the city,
It is, no wonder if these days even in noighbour might not
know about the arrival of gu st or departure of some family
memper from or to the city. The comrmunity life is fast

being replaced to individual way of living,

Dressing Pattern

The investigator has observed that not only the
village landscape has changed within few decades but the
villagers alsc give a changed look. Kurta-chadra, ghagra
are no more common with the village men and women from which
one could easily recognise the village character. Kurta-
Chadra was replaced by Kurta-pyjama in the pre-~Green
Revelution era. Pants and shirt combination which was
considercd basically a part of the city dress is now becoming
quite commor with the villagers. Ghagra has also become out-
dated and sslwar-kamcez has becom: a common Aress with the
village ladies. From the stuff and colour of the cloth one

could recognise village charactcr in pre-Graen Revolution 2ra,
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Striped vpvjamas, colourful check shirts o¢f khadi or poplia
used to be worn by the men folk in the wvillage, whereas
ladies would wear printed poplin (cheent) or kh~di suit

with malmal dupatta. In routine men would have 'mandasa’

as the hoad wear but on formal occasicns they would tie
turbans. , Ladies usual!ly kept the head covered with

dupatta., The uncovered head was considered disrespectful.
These days men tie turkan in routine also and women don't
bother much about position of dupatta, It is very difficult
these days to make a distinction between a city character
and a village character from the pattern of dress, The
villagers also use all kind of stuff as terricot, polyester,
terri rubina, gebadine,etc. They have alsc developed an
aesthetic sense regarding colour combinations, The educated
girls in the village try to move with the fashion and wear
readymade cardigans and printed Jaipuri suits., Jean culture
has also caught the imacination of scme of the educated
boys. Pant, coat and ties have also been introduced as
part of the dress in the vililage,

The use of cosmetics was the privilege of the city
ladies whereas the village women used to be simple using
only indigenous devices for make-up. Dandasa and kajal or
surma were the only items used for colouring the lips and
beautifying the eyes. These days even in the villages use
of cosmetics has become qguite common. Makc-up is the

privilege of only married ladies in the villages, Unmarried
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girls even these days are not permitted to use cosmetics
in the village, whereas their counterparts in the cities
use cosmetics quite freely,

In the past people used to remain bare footed in
routine and wore desi juti on formal occasions., While visit-
ing fairs or relatives people would go on journey wearing
juti. As soon as they moved out of the village boundary
they would take off the jutis and walk bare footed till
reaching the boundary of the village to be visited. After
washing their feet at some well they would wear jutis and
visit their relatives., On way back also juti would be wor..
within the village boundaries. These days things have
changed tremendously. One can see the villagers wearing
Chappal/juti/shoes in routine also, On formal occasions
they wear special shoes. High heal sandals as a special
wear are also becoming popular with the village women. From
head to toe village characters seem to have been transformed

in the image of city dwellers.

Food habits :

Lassi used to be a common drink with the villagers.
People used to take lassi early in the morning and with early
meal as a substitute for water. A few decades ago tea was
rarely taken, even for entertaining guests lassi or milk was
served. People used to take tea once in the afternoon or

when they would visit cities. Instead of sSugar jaggery was
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used, The ﬁse of sugar was very rare and was done for
entertaining the honoured guests., Missi roti with curd,
butter and lassi was the routine breakfast. In winters the
left over makki ki roti with sagqg, curd, butter followeg by
lassi was also consumed in the breakfast, These days morning
lassi has been replaced by tea., It has been observed that

98 per cent people take tea early in the morning and 2 per
cent prefer milk. It is surprising that none reported to
have peen taking lassi in the morning, Missi roti is still
eénjoyed in the break fast but Prauntha seems to be more common
these days., The data have revealed that 42 per cent usually

€at prauntha in the breakfast, 25 pPer cent missi roti, 13 per

Table 7)., fTaking of breag and prauntha in the break fast
indicates change of food habit in the villagers, In the
past bread was never taken as part of any meal until and
unless one is sick,

People used to take vegetables Occasionally. The
vegetables grown in the fielda for home consumption were
cooked for days together continuously, It was the convenience
or the utility which mattered with the village people rather
than variety or taste for Cooking dishes, The study has
revealed that these days 95 per cent people in the village
Cook vegetables daily in one of the major meals, 1In the
normal routine people like to eat vegetables in lunch and
pulses in dinner. Now the vegetables are cocked for variety

and taste and not merely as a matter of convenience,
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Table 7, Food Habits

5 s
No,

Functions Per cent

1. Those who take early in the mornings:

Tea 98
Milk 2

2. Those who take in breakfast :

Prauntha 42
Missi roti 25
Bassi roti 13
Bread 20

3. Those who take egg/meat s

Twice a week ¥
Once a week 13
Occasionally 39
Don't take at all 43

4. Those who take vegetables :

Daily 95
Twice a week 5

5. Those who take rice

Twice a week 7
Once a week 23
Occasionally 70

The consumption of eggs and meat was occasional
in the past but now people eat these as part of the routine
food. Those who take meat and eggs twice a week (7), or
once a week (11) though are in minority yet it does indicate
a change in the food habits as 39 per cent take eggs or meat
Occasionally as part of the food and not merely to celebrate

any occasion,



69

Rice was never a part of the reqular food as it
was consumed either by the sick people in the form of
khichri or as a sweet dish in the form of kheer. The data
have revealed that now 70 per cent people eat rice occasionally
as part of the reqgular food. The figures of those who take
once a week or twice a week are 23 per cent and 7 per cent
respectively. Amnong the soft drinks the traditional lassi
has been replaced by Shikanjvi, cola drinks or Squashes

(see Table 8),.

Table 8, Prcference of Cold Drinks

e

No. Those who prefer Per cent
1s Shikanjvi 67
2. Campa Cola 3
D Thums Up . 8
4, Limca 22
S5 Scuashes . 10

Makki di roti which was taken regularly in the
winters has been discontinued as a regular winter food.
Now people take it Occasionally as delicacy and not under
compulsion, In the wake of Green Revolution now wheat is
available for home consumption throughout the year.

Generally people cat wheat throuchout the year., During the
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period when sarson da sag is available villagers do enjoy
makki di roti twice or thrice a week,

In the past consumption of country liquor was
considered a status symbcl., It was served to honour guests
or on certain occasions of happiness. Generally people used
to consume home made liguor, Indian madc English whisky was
rare, After the Green Revolution and with the adoption of
subsidiary occupations cash is generally available with the
villagers. Now usually country made ligquor is consumed.
Comparatively well off families drink Indian made English
whisky also, Consumption of home made liquor is prevalent
only among the poor. The data show that 31 per cent usually
consume country liquor, 20 per cent Indian made English
whisky and only 19 per cent take home made liguor (see

Table 9).

Table 9, Consumption of Intoxicants

BE.
No. Functions Per cent
1. Those who drink home made 19
2. Those who drink country liquor 33
3. Those who drink Indian made English wine 20
4, Those who don't drink at all 30
5. Those who take these drinks :
Daily e
Twice a week 16
Weekly 22
Occasionally 11
6. Those who take zarda 18
7. Those who take opium or any other drug 11

8., Those who smoke 14
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Of the respondents who take liguor 21 per cent
reported to be taking almost daily, 16 per cent twice a
week, 22 per cent once a week and 11 per cent occasicnally.
It was also observed that migratory labour, local labour,
and some marginal farmers make use of zarda, Opium or tobacco.
The investigator found the respondents to be reluctant in
disclosing their habits about the consumption of intoxicants.
However, 18 per cent admitted to be consuming zarda, 11 per
cent opium and 14 per cent smoking tobacco.

During informal querries it was found that generally
the guests are entertained with tea., The liquor and milk
is also offered keeping in view the relation and status of
guest. Halwa, kheer and savian are a few dishes which are
prepared with meals for showing extra courtesy to the guests.
Meat is also considered a prestigious dish and generally
is cooked in honour of the guest.

With the structural changes (economic and social)
in the village generally the food habits are not affected
but the villagers which are near to the cities are easily
influenced in all the aspects., The availability of cash
throughout the year, surplus production of wheat and need
for selling the milk and adoption of subsidiary occupation

have resulted in changing the food habits of the villagers.

Power Structure

Caste and 'Baradari' were the powerful units in
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the village power structure, High caste people had the
privilege to rule over the low caste ones. It was considered
a duty of the low caste to serve the land owners and the high
caste groups, There were no elections but each baradari used
to have their own 'mukhias'., Panches Of the village would
be only “from the high castes and well off families. 'Lambardar’
could be only from the lang owning family. Lambardar was very
important in the village power Sstructure. Once nominated as
'Lambardar' one could retain the rank till one enjoyed the
confidence of the district officials, 'Lambardar' used to be
hereditary. _

The low caste people could never dare to sit at the
Ssame level with the higher caste people, In mid-fifties the
panchayats were given an elected status., The voting rights
made the electorates conscious of their power for electing
the panchayat. Though politically all the adults had the
voting right with the distinction of caste and religion yet
the low caste would never think themselves equal to the high
caste voters. The power was virtually enjoyed by the power ful
high caste groups in the village. Women and Harijans were
also given representation on panchayats but they never
wielded power.

In the wake of Green Revolution the working and
Social structure of the village have moved towards
materialistic and individualist norms., The human values

and working relationship between the 1éndowning and the

!
!



73

landless class has also changed., The economic struggle

has made land owning and landless classes conscious of their
status and rights. Harijane and other low caste people
started asserting themselves especially when seeri and seoi
system changed to contractual and daily wage system. The
Harijan leaders because of the number of voters can influence
now also wielded considerable power in the village power
Structure, The power groups in the village treat the Harijan
opinion leaders with courtesy and respect., The educated
Harijan youth now do not consider themselves as menials and
servants of the high caste people., They have developed a
sense of equality. In schools, colleges they mix up with

the high caste boys/girls without any inhibition. During

the elections high caste people can be seen visiting their
Basti/vVehra and accepting even tea or water from them which

was most unusual in the past.

Fairs, Festivals and Ceremonies

.

Once the villagers were very fond of fairs and
festivals., Having no other regular means of entertainment
they always looked forward to these. Mela Chapar, Serhind
Mela, Roshni Jagraon, Maghi Muktsar, Basant Panchami,
Dusehra, Diwali Amritsar and Holla Mohalla of Anandpur Sahib
were a few important fairs the villagers were keen to
participate in, The excitement of visiting a fair would

make the wvillagers to start preparations at least a week
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earlier. For participating in the fairs the men would get
their turbans and the women their dupattas dyed. The
colourful headgears were a unique feature of the fairs and
festivals,

The fairs always gave the villagers a respite
from strenuous work. People would travel in groups on
foot or on bullock carts. The bullock carts were tastefully
decorated, Ladoo, Jalebis were the favourite sweets which
people used to esat in the fair. Generally on the important
fairs many business transactions were also made, Animal
markets were usually a part of the fair. People used to
make purchases for the households on such occasions. Many
times new clothes were got preparegzég such occasions.

Apart from these fairs many other festivals were
celebrated in the village. Lohri, Baisakhi, Gurpurbs,
Diwali, Ram Naumi, Shivratari,etc. Birthday of Sikh Gurus
and celebration of Ram Naumi and Janam Ashtami attracted
the whole village comrmunity. Gugga Puja was performed by
the women of all castes and religions. Chet Chaudan and
Teean were celebrated in the village with great enthusiasm.
Participation in the fairs and celebration of testivals are
not uncommon even these days. But surely they are on the
decline,

In the past the one crop pattern provided lot of
leisure to the villagers. People in the villages did not

have easy approach to the markets. The fairs and festivals
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provided both pastime and markets to the willagers. With
the network of roads and improved comimunication facilities,
markets have come closer to the villages. 1In the past one
or two multipurpose shops used to serve the village. But

at present there are more than a dozen which provide all
daily necessities in the village itself, Aniﬁal markets

are specially arranged these days and they are no more part
of the fairs and festivals., With easy approacn to cities
people have many other alternatives for entertainment. Radio
and T.V, are new additions to the village life which provide
entertainment, Occasionally people see movies also, Fairs
and festivals no doubt are still attractions to the villagers
but the enthusiasm is not the same. The urge to participate
in fairs and festivals has also registered a decline. With
the multiple cropping pattern farmers have become busy
throughout the year. So they have less time for these
festivities. Non-farming comminities have taken up odd jobs
in the cities and they find little time to visit far off
places for participating in festivals,

With the decline of moral and ethical values the
cases of eve-teasing and Gunda-Gardi have increased. The
village women are fond of wearing ornaments or jewellary
while participating in fairs and festivals. The incidents
of chain and ear-ring snatching have terrorised the women -
hence a decline of women participation in fairs and festivals.

In response to a question whether the participation in fairs
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and festivals is on decline, 94 per cent of the respondents
replied in the affirmative,

In informal talks with the respondents the investi-
gator has cbserved a marked change in the performence of
social ceremonies also. The Social ceremonies which used to
be complex and spread over days together have now become
simple and less time consuming, Birth of a son is eéven now
4 matter of rejoicing, But people have made many ceremonies
a simple affair. These days distribution of sweets is enough
to announce and celebrate the birth of a son. The Singing
and dancing are no more considered essential for celebratiug
the birth of a son. 1aragi ceremony which used to 5e essential
in all the families now seems to be altogether discarded.

Marriage used to be a complicated affair and
ceremonies were spread over a long time, Roke ceremony was
performed very early when the prospective bridegroom and
bride were children. From the very beginning girls were
made conscious of the fact that they belong to some other
house. The girls would keep themselves busy in preparing
certain items of dowry. Phulkaris, and Bagh would consume
years of labour., Mostly 11 to 21 sets of bedding were given
in dowry and girls used to weave daris themsslves. Even
after performing the marriage the girls were not sent to
in-laws. Usually the marriage was per formed guite early
oefore the girl reached the age of puberty. The barat on

narriage ceremonies was cntertained for two or three days.
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Marriage was considered more of a community activity than a
family affair, The burden of the family for entertaining
the barat was shared by the village community collectively.
Milk, wheat, jaggery,etc. were contributed to the family
concerned free of charge, Each family in the village would
also lend new bedding for the barat. Few years after the
marriage 'Muklava' ceremony was performed wnen the bride &
was taken to her in-laws. The marriage ceremony is no
longer a prolonged affair, Early marriages are not in
fashion and the whole ceremony is completed in a day.
Marriage has now become a family affair. Ceremonies have
been made simple but marriages have become morelexpenSive
these days.

As the girls have regular schooling they have little
time for making Bachs and Phulkaris, Now the items of dowry
are purchased from the market, Radio, cycles, sewing machines
are no more prestigious items of the dowry. T.V., scooters,
refrigerator and other electric gadgets of hOusehold use are
considered a status symbol., In a few cases a car is also
included in the dowry items.

In performance of the social ceremonies people have
become more time conscious. But for asserting their status
in the public they have made the social ceremonies more
expensive. The death of great grand father or mother is
mourned with celebrations as usual. In the past ladoo,

jalebis were the most acceptable sweets to mark the occasions.
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But these days expensive Sweets and good number of other
items are serveg ©On such occasions,

A change in the participation of fairs and festivals
and performance of ceéremonies clearly shows that community
life in the villages is fast moving towaras individualism,

It has also been Observed that People have become more time

Cconscious,

General Awareness

In the past illiteracy was widespread in villages,
Only a few decades ago in the villages people had fo search
for an educated person for writing or reading a letter. Ayali
Kalan being near to the city, had a primary school even in
the pre-independence days. Higher €ducation used to be very
€Xpensive and out of reach of the villagers for many other
reasons also., In a joint family only onc of the members
could aspire and get education upto middle or matriculation,
College education was Very rare, The present study has
revealed that the majority of people in the village is now
educated, The data have revealeg that only 39 rPer cent are
illiterate whereas 61 per cent are matriculate or graduates,

The break up of the educational status Of respondents is as

under :
Illiterate - 39 per cent
Matriculates -~ 44 per cent
Graduates - 14 per cent

Above Graduates - 3 per cent
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-In the past inter-communication was the only
reliable means of communication. People used to exchange
information at Sath or Darwaja. These days newspapers,
radio, T.V., magazines have become convenient means of
communication from which the villagers get the latest infor-
mation about the outside world. The study has revealed that
88 per cent read or listen to newspapers, There are shops
in the village market who subscribe to a number of news-
papers for the use of customers. Of the respondents 36 per
cent subscribe to the paper of their choice; 17 per cent
read the newspaper at public places, 27 per cent listen to
some one reading the paper, whereas 8 pesr cent borrow from
their neighbours or from co-passengers while travelling in
the bus,

Ajit, a Punjabi daily, seems to be most popular
with the readers as 33 per cent read it or have it read to
them. The vernacular papers especially of Punjabi language
are very popular with the readers. But English papers have
also started attracting the villagers. Out of 88 respondents
who depend upon newspapers, four read Indian Express and
five The Tribune. Jagbani has the readership of 15 whereas
the figures for Akali Patrika, Punjab Kesri, Punjabi Tribune
and Hind Samachar are 11, 6, 5 and 9 respectively. Out of
the magazines Kaomi Ekta has 10 readers, whereas Manorma,
Eve's Weekly and Women's Era are read by 2, 1 and 1

respectively (see Table 10).



Table 10, General Awareness

gg' Functions Per cent

1. Those who read newspapers 61
(a) Those who subscribe newspapers 36
(b) Those who borrow newspapers 8
(c) Those who read at public places 17

2., Those who listen to somebody reading

newspapers &
3. Those who read or listen to :
Indian Express 4
The Tribune =)
Jag Bani ' 15
Ajit 33
Akali Patrika 11
Punjab Kesri 6
Punjabi Tribune 5
Hind Samachar 9
4, Those who read magazines :
Manorma 2
Eve's Weekly
Women's Era 1
Kaomi Ekta 10

In addition to reading or listening to newspapers
and magazines people in the village make use of radio and
T.V, for information. The data have revealed that 93 per
cent listen to radio news (see Table 11), whereas 57 per

cent also listen to Khetibari programme., Out of the
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respondents 62 per cent reported to be listening to entertain-
ment programmes also, The study has revealed that 9 per cent
families have T.V's. The people who have cordial relations
with the T.V. owning families too view T.V, programmes, Of
the respondents 22 per cent reported to have been viewing
the entertainment programmes on T.V. The news is watched
by 9 per cent whereas agricultural programme is viewed by
15 per cent. The investigator discovered that the villagers
are well informed about the socio-econcmic problems of the
villages and political situation in the state, People are
gquite familiar with the names of political leaders of
different shades. People alsc pass political judgements.
The investigator observed that it was not cnly fhe mass
media which add to the awareness of villagers but their
frequent visits to the city add to their general knowledge.
The study has observed that 31 per cent wvisit cities daily,
9 per cent twice a week, 23 per cent once a week, 31 per
cent fortnightly, 6 per cent monthly. Forty per cent people .
in the village are movie-goers. There are 60 per cent who
have not seen a movie so far. Darwaja and Gurdwara, once
very popular are no more important information centres.
However, a few do visit these places for getting themselves
informed about the wvillage happenings. The people interested
in Akali politics go to Gurdwara quite frequently.

Villagers are no more an ignorant lot., They are

fast developing scientific outlook for getting better yields.
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Table 11. General Awareness

Sr.,

NO. Function Per cent

1. Those who listen to radio :

Only for news 93
For Khetibari Programmes also L
For entertainment programmes also 62

2, Those who view T.V.

For news 9
For agricultural programnes 1%
For entertainment programmes 22

3. Those who visit city :

Daily - 31
Twice a week 9
Once a week 23
Fortnightly 31
Monthly 6
Occasionally -

4, Those who see movies in town :

Fortnightly 6
Monthly 9
Occasionally 25
Never 60

They prefer to read literature concerning agriculture and
consult scientists and procure required inputs rather than
simply praying to God. They have known the importance of

water and soil management. They adopt plant protection
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measures and make judicious use of fertilizers., The farming
community has become quite conscious of their rights. They
often protest against the low support price, supply of
adultrated fertilizers. They are always ready to demons-
trate anywhere in the state for demanding higher support
price for the major crops. The non-farming communities have
also become more enterprising., Now they are more conscious
of their career and job and in general the whole village

community is motivated for a better and a comfortable 1ite

Attitudinal Change

With the structural changes in the working pattern
and social relationships the attitude of villagers towards
social values and problems has considerably changed. In
settling marriages family background mattered more than the
personal qualities of a girl or a boy, Barber of the village
(called Raja) used to play the mediator in making the matches.
Full enquiries were made about the family bgckground of the
9irl/boy but parents did not see the boy or the girl be fore
the marriage ceremony. Mediator was trusted in such matters.,
In addition to the village barber a relative or prohit of
the village also acted as a mediator. Sons and daughters
were never consulted while deciding about their marriage.
This was purely feudal outlock which gave 100 per cent

weightage to the status of a family.
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These days the feudal outlook has considerably
changed and in addition to family status the persconal
qualities of the prospective bride and bridegroom are also
given serious consideration, There was a time when even
parents did not bother to see the boy/the girl before the
marriage ceremony. But now mediators are not trusted to
that extent and parents see the prospective bride/bridegroom
be fore fixing a marriage. In many cases now the boy and girl
are also allowed to see each other before the final decision,
This is a major attitudinal change in the feudal society.
The very fact that now personal qualities of the boy or
the girl are given equal weightage is a clear sign that the
feudal values are being transformed to that of bourgeois
culture,

For the present study when the respondents were
asked whether they were in favour of consulting their
children for settling their marriage 79 per cent answered
in the affirmative. Out of illiterate respondents 67 per
cent favoured the idea of consulting the children whereas
among the matriculates and graduates 62 per cent and 100 per
cent gave positive reply (see Table 12).

Under the feudal values the authority of the head
of the family was considered final. Decisions regarding
family affairs were taken by the head of the family.
Dissenting voice within the family was never tolerated.

But now heads of the family have become very considerate and
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Attitudes Regarding Marriage potcaion
g g iy 11 - : Graduate
: Illiterate Matric Zrd e

Those who give son/daughter free 1. 2(5) 5(29)
hand in selection of partner
Those who do not give free hand to A
son/daughter in selection of partner 39(100) 42(95) 12(71)
Those who approve of inter-caste
tiarridas 24(€2) 4(9) -
Those who disapprove of inter-
caBle. HErTiane 15(38) 40 (91) 17 (100)
Those who favour consulting son/
daughter before setting their 26 (67) 36 (82) 17(100)
marriage
Those who do not favour consulting
son/daughter before setting their 13¢33) 8(18) -
marriage
After consultation the final verdict
should be of :

i) Father 15(58) 12(33) 2(12)

ii) Son/daughter 11(42) 24(67) 15(88)
Those who think dowry should be
alend 4 ahad 31(79) 35(80) -
Those who think dowry should be 5 P
discreation of girls parents 5(21) 9(20) 17(100)
Those who approve of divorce 21(54) 30(68) 17(100)
Those who disapprove of divorce 18(46) 14(32) -
Those who approve of remarriage 19(49) 36 (82) 15(88)
Those who disapprove of remarriage 20 (51) 3(18) 2(12)
Those who approve of honey-moon 9(23) 36 (82) 15(88)
Those who disapprove of honey-moon 30(77) 8(18) 2(12)

-Figures in the

parentheses indicate percentages
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they consult their educated children on all family matters,
Even in case of disagreement they vield to the arguments
of their children. With the modernisation of agriculture the
educated 'youth has built up confidence with their parents
and have convinced them about their wisdom. With the spread
of education and role played by the educated youth in enhanc-
ing the agriculture production the parents have started
giving weightage to the opinions of their children. When
asked - that in case of difference of opinion for settling
the marriage whose verdict would prevail: fathers' or that
of the children, 63 per cent agreed to accept the verdict
of their children. The study has srown that not hany
parents are in favour of love marriages. Only 5 per cent
among the matriculates and 29 per cent among the graduates
agree to give a free hand to the children in respect of
their marriage.

Intercaste marriages were never approved in the
village community life, Even now, not many approve the
idea of intercaste marriage. Among the low caste change
of thinking seems to be there, It can be attributed to the
fast mobility of profession among them. Their exposure to
city life might also have influenced them. Those who have
stability in the professions are more in favour of confining
their relationship to the baradari only., Out of the illiterates
62 per cent do not mind the intercaste marriage whereas among
the matriculates and graduates the figures in favour of inter-

caste marriages are 9 per cent and zero per cent.
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Marriage without dowry was unncard of in the
village society. Nobody could think of abolishing the
dowry system. The very fact that villagers gave more
weightage to the status of family, they approved the dowry
system. Marriage without dowry even these days may not be
possible, but, people have started thinking strongly
against this custom. Almost everybody considered 1t a
social evil. It has been observed that 66 per cent are in
favour of abolishing of the dowry system, whereas 34 per
cent think that it should not be demandcd and left to the
discretion of the girl's family.

Honeymoon was never heard of in villages., Now
60 per cent approve of the honeymoon custom; this marks a
change in the thinking process of wvillagers.

In case of a dispute between husband and wife,
divorce was never resorted to. In case of severe differences
the wives were deserted but never divorced. Now 68 per cent
respondents don't think divorce a calamity rather they
approve of it in case of severe differences. ot 32 DeEr
cent still feel that divorce is alien to our culture,

Remarriage of widows or deserted women was unheard
of in the village community. However, within the family
some adjustments were made as 'Chadar Pauni' in case of
widows. In this custom the widows were considered
remarried to the surviving brother of the dead husband.

Now the people not only adjust to the idea of divorce but
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they also seem to have agreed to the remarriage also. Seventy
Per cent respondents approve the idea of divorce and remarriage
of widows. Even among illiterate respondents 49 per cent
approve of remarriage, whereas the figures for the matriculates
and the graduates arc 82 per cent and 883 ber cent respectively,
In the past family Planning was considered unnatural
S50 condemned. The use of artificial means for family planning
WaS considered immoral and against the will of God, Family
planning department had to propagate for vyears together to
bring attitudinal change in the villagers. The spread of
education and breaking of joint family system have also
contributed to the general cwWarencss about the need for
family Planning. The mass media also have played a role in
1t It is not surprising that now 94 per cent approve of the
family planning (see Table 13). Sixty per cent feel three
children as the limit of the family, Thirty-four per cent
consider two children sufficient, whereas 6 Per cent don't
want to put any limit as according to them it is only the
God's will which matters in case of birth and death,
In the past family was never considered complete
without a son. Even now people attach a great importance
to the birth of a Son. Even today 91 per cent feel the
family is incomplete without a son, The very fact that
9 per cent of the respondents consider a family can be
complete without a son is a marked change. Even on the

religious grounds the birth of a son was considered must
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Table 13, Attitudes Regarding Family and Family Planning

Attitudes regarding family Education S

and famil lannin Illite~ st raduate
Y = rate Matric and above

planning

Those who disapprove of 6 (15) o

family planning =

Those who think family

is complete without a son - 3(7) 6(35)

Those who think family is

not complete without a son 32(100) 41(93) 11(65)

Those who think one child )

is ideal = A

Those who think two Ak

chitdrat tada 4(10) 18(41) = LINTLS

Those who think three

Those who think more than 6(15) % Iy

three children ideal

No conflict between mohter- : ¥

in-law and dauther-in-law 2(5) 10(23) 5(29)

Those who favour mother in

‘Those who favour wife in 19(49) 26 (59) 12(71)

conflict

-Figures in parentheses indicate percentages

for a family. The investigator has observed in informal
talks with the respondents that birth of a girl though not
celebrated is not more considered a calamity. People

welcome atleast one daughter in a family,
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With the breaking of joint family system the
conflicts between mother-in-law and dauther-in-law are on
the decline. With the modernisation of agriculture, spread
of éducation and mobility of profession, the authority of
heads of the family has also been eroded considerably.
Mothers-in-law have also lost their control on the household
matters., In the past in case of conflicts between a mother-
in-law and a daughter-in-law usually the mother-in-law
dominated with the support of her son. The study has
revealed that these days daughters-in-law dominate against
their mothers-in-law with the support of their husbands. In
17 per cent cases it has been reported that confliét be tween
a mother-in-law and a daughter-in-law does not exist. In
case of conflicts it has been observed that in 57 per cent
cases dauthers-in-law get the support of their husbands
whereas only in 26 per cent cases sons still favour their
mothers. This trend discards the joint family system and
the centralised authority of the parents.

The study has revealed that villagers have become
enlightened and are in favour of educating their children,
All the respondents are in favour of educating their children.
In the past people were highly prejudiced against female
education. Giving higher education to girls was not favoured.,
Now 84 per cent are in favour of giving higher education to
girls. Among the illiferate respondents 72 per cent think

that girls be given higher education whereas figures for the
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the matriculates and graduates are 89 per cent and 100 per

cent respectively (see Table 14).

Attitudes Regarding Education

Table 14,

Attitudes regarding education HARCSTI0n
Illiterate Matric Graduates

and above

Those who> favour educating

children 39(100) 44(100) 17(100)

Those who favour higher

education for girls 28(72) 39(89) 17(100)

Those who do not favour higher

education for girls 11(28) 5(11) il

Those who favour sending

girls to hostels 12(31) 42(95) 17(100)

Those who do not favour |

sending girls to hostels 27(76) 2(5) i

Those who favour sending

girls to co-education 21(54) 39(89) 17(100)

institutions

Those who do not favour

sending girls to co- 18(46) 5411} -

education institution

-Figures in the parentheses indicate percentages

girls to schools even in the neighbouring village.

In the past pecple were not in favour of sending the

Sending

them to cities or allowing them to stay in hostels was out

of guestion,

daughters

Now 71 per cent don't mind sending their

to hostel for studies. Among thc graduates 100 per

cent have favoured thec idea of sending the girls to hostel
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for higher education whereas the figures for the illiterate
and matriculates are 31 per cent and 95 per cent respectively.

All the villagers like to send their daughters to
the girls institutioné. Even for co-educational institutions
the educated parents have no objection. The illiterate
parents still feel uncomfortable sending their daughters to
co-educational institutions. Among the illiterate only 54
per cent have no objection in sending their daughters to
co-educational institutions. The figures for the matriculate
and graduate parents are 89 per cent and 100 per cent
respectively.

Mostly the villagers are God fearind. During hard-
ships they pray to Cod and promise some offeringé to get the
problem solved. Though education has played its role in
making the people self-reliant and self confident, still so
far faith in God is concerned, the difference between
illiterate and educated people is negligible., Among the
illiterate 92 per cent have faith in God for solving their
problems., For matriculates the figure is 95 pcr cent and
even 88 per cent of the graduates depend on God's grace
(see Table 15).

Though the people are God fearing yet they have
developed a scientific temper and they are no more fatalist
as they used to be in the past. Earlier they used to
consult the village prohit for starting any new venture.

Prohit would tell the auspicious day for starting the new
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Table 15, Attitudes Regarding Beliefs

Attitudes regarding belie fs Bducation

Illiterate Matric Graduates
=Fc and above

Those who consult Prohits 4(10) 3(7) -

.Those who promise offerings .

to cod 36(92) 12(95) 15(88)

Those who consider some : s

days bad/good 28(72) 7(16) x

Those who believe in omens 9(24) 5{11) -

Those who do not consult ¢

Brohites 35(90) 41(93) 17(100)

Those who do not promise

offering to God 3(8) 2(5) o 212)

Those who do not consider

some days good/bad 11(28) 37(84) 17(100)

Those who do not believe in 30(76) 39(89) 17(100)

omens

-Figures in parentheses indicate percentages

venture. But today they do not consult the Prohit be fore
taking up to new venture. Among the graduates none consults
the Prohit on such occasions as starting a new work, going
on journey or taking decision about the marriages of their
sons/daughters, Among the illiterate only 10 per cent
consult Prohits and among the matriculates only 7 per cent
S€till repose their confidence in the institution of Prohit,
No wonder the traditional prohits in the village had to look

for alternative means of livelihood, Among the illiterate
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72 per cent still consider some days of the week good or
bad whereas figure for the matriculates is only 16 per cent.
All the graduates conéider all days alike,

Be fore modernisation of professions and developing
a& scientific temper people strongly believed in omens. People
will not go on a journey if somebody had sneezed at the
moment of departure. People considered it a bad omen if
black cat crossed the way. Meeting a person carrying pitcher
full of water was considered a good omen while meeting a
pandit early in the morning was considered a bad omen. The
Study has shown that even among the illiterate only 24 per
cent still believe in these omnens. Among the matriculates
the figurc is 11 ber cent whereas among the graduate none

believes in these omens,



Chapter Vv

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION

In the wake of Green Revolution rural Punjab has
changed fast, Like ali other villages in Punjab, Ayali
Kalan has also changed beyond recognition. It has been
linked with city through pucca roads. Local bus service is
quite frequent and carts are no more an effective means of
communication. Cars, taxis, tempos, scooters, motor-cycles
are in common use there. Almost all the houses in village
are pucca ones, Farmers cultivating their land with plough
is also a rare scene. Landscape of the wvillage has changed
to the extent that a percon visiting the village after
20 years may not recognise it.

The pattern of adopting parental occupation is no
more relevant to the changed way of life, The schemes
initiated by the government have also brought a definite
change in the traditional way of life in the villages,

Despite the multiple cropping pattern farmers do
not look busy at odd hours. With the installation of tube-
wells hardly there is any need to irrigate the fields at
night, Tractors have added to the efficiency of the farmers

and now they can afford to plough the land even after the

- page 95 -~
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sun-rise. Improved water management and tractor technology
have made the life of farmers comfortable, secure and regular,
Villages are passing through a transitional period.
Not only the modes of production have undergone a tremendous
change but the social relationship and working pattern in
the villages have also changed considerably. In such a
situation a systematical study of the structural and
functional aspects of rural society has become very signifi-
cant. The study of village Ayali Kalan surely gives a
representative picture of the changes occurred in the rural
Punjab during the last few decades. The present study has

5

been conducted with the following obiectives

1., To record the socio-cultural history of the
village;

2. To observe different changes in the village
as a result of sreen Revoluticn/access to
mass media/improved means of communication
and urban influence:;

3. To examine the impact of different develop-
mental projects initiated in the village.

The main findings of the study are as under

Agricultural Pattern

The study has revealed that in village Ayali Kalan
farmers have adopted the new farm technology in a big way.
All the farmers sow high yielding varieties, They are also

conscious of the judicious use of fertilizers, pesticides,
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insecticides and weedicides. Before the introduction of
modern technology, the use of weedicides, insecticides,etc,
was beyond the comprehension of the farmers, In the past
they were least conscious of the seed technology and they
seldom changed the seed hut now different crops are raised
with specific recommendations of the agricultural scientists.
It has been observed in the study that PAU has the highest
credibility with the farmers and every body prefers to
procure seed from the PAU in first instance. But, those who
cannot get the required seed from the university resources,
prefer to buy it from the progressive farmers who have

obtained high yields from a particular variety,

Working Pattern

With the introduction of modern agricultural
technology not only cropping pattern has changed but it
has effected the working pattern also. In the past workers
were employed on regular basis and were paid in kind, not
in cash. The workers were called 'seeris' who had definite
share in the produce. They used to work with a particular
family for generations together., The relationship between
the farmer and the labourer was based on human values and
the working hours were never defined. In addition to working
in the fields labour used to meet the domestic obligations

also.
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With the use of modern technology the need of
labour has reduced considerably. At certain peak timings
labourers are required more in number but for a short
duration., So, the village labour finding themselves under-
employed have started migrating to cities and have adopted
alternative professions., 'Seeri' system has changed to
contractual system. Now number of working hours and the
nature of work are clearly demarcated and defined. The wages
in cash are also fixed.

During the harvesting season the uncertainty of
the weather makes the farmers to finish harvesting operation
as quickly as possible. So, many farmers get harvesting done
on contract basis and many others get it done with combine

harvesters.,

Loans and Government Schemes

The hard cash needed for the C.-:f_.pensive farm inputs
and for repair of the farm machinery etc. has compelled the
farmers to adopt side professions which could bring them
additional cash. Besides farmers, the landless labour not
finding the work throughout the year has also taken up
subsidiary occupations. The government schemes to promote
subsidiary occupations have also helped enterprising people
to adopt such occupations as dairy, piggery, fishery, poultry,

bee-keeping,etc,
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Certain new professions have come up which have
been started under the government schemes to help the yellow
card holders for bringing them above the poverty line. Under
the Rural Development Agéncy these people are sanctioned
small loans upto Rs., 10,000 with 33 per cent subsidy to the
landless labour and 25 per cent to the marginal farmers.
Under this scheme a tea stall, a karyana shop, a cloth shop,
a welding shop and two rapair workshops have been started
in the wvillage.

It was observed that influential persons with the
connivance of bank employees misuse the loan facility. So
because of the corrupt practices the target groups don't
beneflt from such schemes.

In addition to these the cooperative societies
and banks offer the facility of providing loans at reason-
able rates of interest. Now the farmers do not approach

the private money lenders at the first instance,

Wworking Pattern of Women

With the introduction of modern agricultural
technology work activities of the village women have also
been affected. Spinning, embroidery, weaving were the
common activities among the village women, which are no
more in practice these days. Nobody takes food to the
fields today. With the break-up of joint family system

working in the groups, i.e, 'Trinjan' has come to an end.
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These days ladies give more attention to the general
cleanliness and washing of the clothes. Churning of milk
is also done with electric madhanis by the majority of ladies.

These days they really concentrate on interior decoration.

Housing Pattern

The 'kacha' houses which used to be special
characteristic of the village have vanished from the rural
landscape. Multipurpose rooms are no more in practice;
instead village houses have also specific rooms. Almost
each house has a drawing room and separate bed room, There
is a tendency to have attached toilet also. Animal sheds
are no more a part of living area today. ' sandooks' which
were used for storing different items are fast vanishing.
Steel almirahs, suitcases are becoming quite common in each
household. Instead of pitchers plastic jars are being used
for storing eatables and other consumable items.

These days the houses are white washed from inside
as well as outside. The walls are decorated with some wall
handings instead of crude colourings. A tasteful furnishing

of the houses also gives them a different lock from the past.

Family System

Urbanisation has shaken the family system. Family

members who took up jobs in the cities were the first to break
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from the joint family and set up a separate unit of their

family. In the post-Green Revelution era trend towards

single unit family system is on the increase. The number of

joint families has come down to 37.
It has been observed that large farmers who do not

have very large joint families consider joint family more a
viable unit than the nuclear family, But in the lower strata
the professional compulsions and circumstantial shift from
traditional to new professions have led to the breaking up of
joint family system ét a very fast rate,
The study has revealed that higher the level of

education more they prefer the nuciear family system. The
authority of grand old man is breaking and the educated young

argue and challenge his authority.

Material Possessions

The material possessions of the village people
clearly show a shift in the traditional way of life and trend
is towards urbanisation. Village furniture - 'peedis', 'moorahs’
and colour ful cots woven of 'sut' (thick cotton yarn) - has
been replaced by modern furniture chairs, tables, sofas and
beds. The increased income with the adoption of subsidiary
professions has made it possible for the farmers to have
luxury items such as coolers, electric madhanis, refrigerators,
scooters, motor-cycles, pressure cookers, dining tables,

television sets,etc.
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It has been observed that the large farmers have
the maximum possessions. 16,66 per cent of the large farmers

have cars also.

leisure Time Activities

'Darwaja', 'Sath', big shady trees in the village
now-a-days give a deserted look, O0ld people either stick to
their rooms or do some baby sitting these days and youth has
taken to playing cards., Drinking with friends which used to
be an occasional activity in the past has become a leisure

activity with this age group.

Dressing Pattern

There is a discernible change in dressing pattern
of villagers. The youn. men now-a-day: wear pants and shirts,
whereas old people still wear 'kurta' and a pant shaped
‘pyjama' made of synthetic fabrics. Men wear turbans in
routine also. Women wear 'salwar-kameez', generally of
synthetic material,

The use of cosmetics is catching up among the
married ladies in the wvillage. But unmarried are still not
allowed to use it,

The traditional 'jutti' is worn by elders only.

Youngsters wear shoes and women sandals.
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Food Habits

Soft drinks have made in roads replacing the
traditional 'lassi'. The guests who were entertained with
milk or 'lassi' a decade back are now offered tea or
'shikanjavi' or squashes,

The consumption of bread and rice as a part of
regular food reflect the influence of urbanisation. Vegetables,
€ggs and meat are common in menu these days.

It has been observed that 70 per cent villagers
take liquor. These days usually country made liquor is
consumed and comparatively well-off families drink Indian

made English whisky.

Power Structure

In fhe wake of Green Revolution the working and the
social structures of the village have moved towards materialistic
and individualist norms. The human values and working
relationship between the land owning and landless class have
also changed. The economic struggle has made land owning and
landless classes conscious of their status and rights. The
e€ducated Harijan youth now do not consider themselves as
menial and servants of the high caste people, They have

developed a sense of equality.
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Fairs, Festivals and Ceremonies

Participation in the fairs and celebration of festi-
vals are not uncommon even these days in the village but
surely they are on the decline,

The social ceremonies which used to be complex and
spread on days together have now become simple and less time

consuming but expensive,

General Awareness

The education has spread in a big way. In the
village €1 per cent people arc literate today. These days
newspapers, radio, T.V,., magazines are the common means of
communication. People in the village read Ajit, Jagbani, The
Tribune, Indian Express, Punjab Kesri, Akali Patrika,etc.
Besdies these, Eve's Weekly, Manorma, Women's Era, Kaomi
Ekta,etc. also have their readers there.

It was observed that people arc well informed about
socio-economic problems of village and political situation

in the state.

Attitudinal Change

With the structural changes in the working pattern
and social relationships the attitudes of villagers towards
social values and problems have considerably changed. Now

the villagers consult their children before settling their
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marriages, They have positive attitude towards the divorce,
remarriage of widows and divorcees, family planning and
higher education of girls. They don't mind sending girls
to hostels or co-educational institutions for higher
education, The villagers also approve of homeymoon which
earlier was considered a part of the city culture only.
Educated people have discarded the institution of
'Prohits' and have started considering all the days alike.
But people in the village are still God fearing and they
still pray to God in days of hardships and promise offerings.
The majority of the'people have developed scientific temper
with the result that they have stopped believing in omens

also,
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CHANGING RURAL SCENE OF PUNJAB - A
AYALI KALAN

APPENDIX

i

Famil Data

i,

2.

10.

¥ B P%

: 5

a3

What type of family do you
have?

What is your major occupation?

Subsidiary occupation :

Number of earning members:

Education of the respondent:

No, of your children :

No. of school going children:
No., of college going cliildren:

No, of children of school
going age but not going
to school :

Has any member of the family
gone abroad? (Mention the
country)

Does he/do they help the
family financially?

Is any member working in
the city?

Does he help the family
financially?

- page 110 =

CASE STUDY OF VILLAGE

Joint/Nuclear/Mixed

Farming/sService/Carpenter/
Black Smith/Gold Smith/
Others

Dairy/Poultry/Fishery/Bee-
keeping/Any other

Illiterate/Matric/Graduate/

Above :

Male :
Female

Yes/No

Yes/No

Yes/No

Yes/No
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14, Have you taken loan from Bank/Cooperative Society/Money

any organization? Lender/Any other
15, How much amount is it? Less than Rs.5000/5000-10000/
10000~ 20000/More
Possessions

"l. Do you have g

Cooler/electric madhani/pressure cooker/Gobar
Gas Plant/smokeless chullha/refrigerator/dining
table/scooter/motor-cycle/car/tractor/tractor
trolley/tubewell—diesel/électric/seed drill/
spray pump/thresher,

2. Number of animals :

i) Milch
ii) Drought

3. How many crossbred cows do you have :

Land

1. Irrigated area

2. Unirrigated area

Source of Irrigation

Wells/Tubewell/Canal/Diesel

Cropping Pattern

Please indicate your cropping pattern:

sr. .
No., Crop Area Variety

L R

11,
15 o e
0
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How do you harvest your crop? Reaper/Combine/Manually

How often do you change your Every year/after two years/
seed? three ycears/no change
If you change from where University/PUNSEED/Private

do’ you get the seed:z

Working Pattern

1.

List the agricultural
operaticns you do yourself:

Which operation you get done from
the labour?

Do you go to the fields before
sunrise/after

Do you have labour :

i)
ii)
441
iv)
v)

On contract basis - Number

Daily paid - Number on average

Permanent - Number

Do you prefer local labour/migratory

Do you pay the workers in cash/kind/both

For Women

Which of the following functions do you per form:

O 0 <3 N U obow N e
.

=
o
.

Chakki/Charkha

Weave daris/nallas/khes/cots/peedis
Embroidery, if yes, specify

Spin in group

Take food to the fields

Churn milk

House cleaning

Cleaning of animal sheds

Looking after cattle

Do you get your warm clothes dry cleaned,




11. Do you use dung cakes?
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If yes, do you prepare yourself?

12. How often do you wash your

clothes?

Daily/Twice a week/
Weekly

13. Which operations you perform

in the fields?

Food Habits

1.

1%,
12,

13,

What do you take early in the

morning?

What do you take in breakfast?

Do you take vegetables?

Do you take egg/meat?

In a year you take makki
ki roti fors

How often do you take rice?
Do you drink?
If yes, do you drink :

How often do you drink?

Do you use zarda?

Do you take opium or any
drug?

Do you smoke ?

Which soft drink do you
prefer:

To entertain guests what
do you prefer?

Tea/Lassi/Milk

Prauntha/missi roti/
bassi roti

Daily/Twice 'a week/
weekly/occasionally

Twice a week/once a
week/occasionally

months/occasionally/
whenever you feel like

Twice a week/once a week/
occasionally

Ye s5/No
House made/country liquor/
Indian made English whisky

Daily/twice a week/weekly/
occasionally

Yes/No

Ye s/No

Ye s/No

Shikanjvi/Campa Cola/
Thums Up/Limca/Any other

Tea/soft drink/liquor/milk/
lassi/halva/kheer/meat/Any
other
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General Awareness

7

Which newspaper/magazine do you read or
listen to somebody reading?

Do you subscribe/borrow/read at public
place (Lib,/shop)?

Do you listen to news/khetibari programmes/
entertainment programmes on radio? -

Do you view TV? Ye s/No For news/agricultural
programme/entertainment

How often do you visit the city?

Daily/twice a week/once a week/
fortnightly/monthly/occasionally

How often do you see movies?

Once a week/fortnightly/monthly/
occasionally/never

Do you sit and chat at common place?

Darwaja/Gurdwara/Chopal/Any other

Attitudes

Familx

1.

2-

Do you prefer? Joint/Nuclear family

Where is your residence? In Lal Lakeer/Out of Lal Lakeer/
Farm side

Do you approve of family
planning? Yes/to

How many children are ideal? One/Two/Three/more

Do you think even without
a son family could be Ye s/No
complete?
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In case of any conflict between No conflict/Mother/wife

mother-in-law/daughter-in-law
whom doeg the son generally
favour?

" Marriage:

1.

2.

3.

Will you give your son/daughter free hand
in selecting his/her partner?

Do you think there is any necessity to
consult them for fixing up their marriage?

If consultation is necessary whose
verdict should prevail?

For a good match if everything other than
¢caste is suitable, will you agree to the
marriage of your son/daughter?

Po you think dowry should be

Abolished/should not be demanded/ should
be discretion of girls parents/it is
must and can be demanded

In case of constant ccnflict between
husband and wife do you approve of.
divorce?

Do you approve of remarriage in
case of widow/divorcees?

Do you approve of honeymoon?

Education

Are you in favour of educatifg children?

Are you in favour of higher education
for girls?

Are you in favour of sending girls to:

(a) Hostel :
(b) Co-education institute:
(c) Girls institutions

Ye s/No

Ye s/No

Father/Mother/
Son/Daughter

Yes/No

Yes/No

Yes/No

Yes/No

Yes/No

Yes/No

Ye s/No
Yes/No
Yes/No
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Sex Equality

1. Do you think girls should have ecual right to

1.

inherit property from father/father-in-law/ Ye s/No
No right?
2. Do you celebrate the birth of a daughter? Yes/No
‘Beliefs

Do you still consult prohits for deciding
the auspicious date for arranging marriage/ Yes/No
starting a new venture?

2 Sgugoaiggogéiz?offerings to God for getting Yes/No
3. Do you consider some days auspicious/bad? Yes/No
4, Do you believe in omens? Ye s/No
Festivals
l. Do you celebrate festivals?
Lohrl/Basant/Holi/Hola/Baisakhi/Dqughtﬁybxwall
Religious: Gurpurb/Ram iaumi/Shivratrl’Aqﬁémi/Others A
2. Do you observe Karva Chauth fast? AL . Yes/No
3. Do you perform Gugga Puja? Yes/Nék
4. Which are the fairs/festivals celebrated ~f:ffjf.
in village?
5. Name the fairs/festivals you participate
of attend?
6. "Which are the festivals you attend outside the village?
Chapar/Sirhind Mela/Roshni Jagraon/Maghi Muktsar/
Basant Panchami Patiala/Diwali Amritsar/Holla
Mohalla/Any other
7. Do you participate regularly/often/occasionally?
8. Do you think participation in fairs and

festivals is on decline since the last Yes/No
10 years?
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