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ABSTRACT

“CONTENT ANALYSIS OF AGRICULTURAL INFORMATION
APPEARED IN LEADING MARATHI NEWSPAPER ‘LOKMAT
FROM WESTERN MAHARASHTRA”

by
NAGANE RAJENDRA BALASAHEB
A candidate for the degree
of
MASTER OF SCIENCE (AGRICULTURE)
n
AGRICULTURAL EXTENSION

Mahatma Phule Krishi Vidyapeeth, Rahuri — 413 722
Dist — Ahmednagar, Maharashtra State, India
2005

Research Guide : Dr. S.N. Sonawane
Department : Agricultural Extension

The present study relating to the identification of different
types, forms of presentation of agricultural information and their location,
space covered and analysis of the contents of the agricultural information
appeared i leading Marathi newspaper ‘Lokmat’ from Western
Maharashtra.

Ten per cent issues of ‘Lokmat’ published from January 1%,
2004 to December 31%, 2004 were randomly selected and studied with
the help of specially designed proforma for collection and analysis of the
contents of ‘Lokmat’ newspaper. The data were presented in the form of
percentage and frequencies. The results of the present investigation are as

follows.



Abstract contd... Nagane R.B.

The agricultural information occupied Meagre space
(3.22 %) as compared to non-agricultural information (68.66 %o).
Agricultural crops, farm operations and other topics topped in terms of
frequency (30.75 %) of total farm information, which includes crops
(9.80 %), irrigation (3.27 %), plant protection (7.86 %), Manuring
(4.57 %), Harvesting and Post harvest technology (2.61 %), Marketing
and availability of inputs (2.61 %). News story (54.25 %) was the
common form of presenting agricultural information. Hawaman,
Bajarbhav and farm articles were published as regular agricultural
features. News story (40.81 %) occupied the highest space followed by
the regular agricultural features (37.88 %). Near about equal number of
the agricultural information appeared on both right and left side pages of
newspaper. Cross line (41.18 %) and pyramid (14.38 %) types of heading
were common. Mostly agricultural information had heading and body but
rarely lead and illustrations.

More than half of agricultural information had upto 200
words. Most of the (66.01 %) farm information had more than six per
cent difficult words, 1 to 6 per cent technical words (36.58 %). The
average length of sentence ranged from 8 to 17 words / sentence.
Majority  (60.80 %) of agricultural news had upto 20 sentences. About
31 per cent of the agricultural information had less than 50 per cent
simple sentences in text. Large majority (77.78 %) of the agricultural
news had upto 50 per cent compound sentence and complex sentences
(100 %). Total (100 %) agricultural information had one sentence in
heading while, 1 to 10 sentences in body (35.29 %)

Pages 1 to 105

75958
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1. INTRODUCTION

Agriculture has got a prime role in Indian economy. Though
the share of agriculture in national income has come down, since the
inception of planning era in the economy, still it has a substantial share in
GDP. The contributory share of agriculture in Gross Domestic Product is
presently 28 per cent only. Agriculture sector also provides livelihood to
about 70 per cent of the labour force. But still about 26.1 per cent
population, especially rural population of the country lives in very poor
socio-economic condition (Anonymous, 2004). There are many chances
of improving their socio-economic condition by educating the rural
people and farmers. They need to be educated in agriculture. This is

possible by communicating farm technology through various media.

Farm communication takes place through various extension
programmes and methods like group contact, individual contact and mass
contact. Among various methods and techniques used for transfer of farm
technology, mass media plays a significant role, in bringing awareness to
people and in motivating them to be active partners in the nation building
endeavour. Through mass media one can disseminate new agricultural
information, new extension programmes, Govt. schemes and policies
relating to the agricultural development and success stories of the farmers

etc to the people. This will serve a basis of agricultural development.

Within the mass media, print media has its unique role in

informing literate farmers. Farm literature like books, folders, bulletins,

—=5358
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booklets, farm magazine and newspaper had credibility among the
readers. Role of print media in disseminating useful and scientific
knowledge on farming aspects down to the farmers, would continue to
grow in future with the increasing literacy level in rural India, which is

presently 65.38 per cent (Anonymous, 2004).

The print media i.e. written word has several advantages
over other mass media sources like audio and andio-visual aids and over
other extension methods. The printed words can be used for reading
number of times and also can be referred any time to refresh ones
memory. It gives more time to the communicator to think, organize ideas,
choose and write the best words, which the readers can understand easily
and leading to adopt the technology. Farmer’s attribute has special
significance to the written information, because, they perceive it as
reliable, trustworthy and feel that the written words are more authentic.
The farm publications comparatively being cheap, easy to use and the
farmers are also willing to buy them. Thus, printed word is a permanent
and trusted source of information, which can be effectively and efficiently

used for disseminating farm technology.

Now a days better transport and communication facilities
are available in the country. In India literacy has aiso gone up from 16.7
per cent in 1951 to 65.38 per cent in 2001 (Anonymous, 2004). Because
of increased literacy, farmers in the villages are coming in contact with
newspaper. It is being a natural tendency on the part of human being to

know various types of information, which are easily available. Thus,



(V]

particuiarly the newspaper now a days plays an important role in

satisfying large number of readers. (Nimbaikar, 1998).

The newspaper is the medium for exchange of ideas and it
faciiitates the time and space binding activities of society. The press
piays a major role in identification of the reaiity for an individual as well

P e L R

contains news stories and other articies. Thus newspaper is the oidest and
most popular media and provides more detaii information than Radio,

Television and Magazines and many other forms of written

communication (Trikha, 1998).

The newspapers were published in as many as 101
languages and dialects during year 2001. The total number of newspapers

and periodicals in 2001 was 51,960. Among these largest number of

—~

news papers were published in Hindi 20,289, foilowed by English

7 e

(7,596) and Marathi (2,943). Out of total number of news papers and

pertodicals about 5,638 were daily newspapers and about 18,582 were

-~

weeklies (Anonymous, 2004). Despite onset of muitichanneis through

satellite television, there has been an increase of 124.3 per cent in daily

N

newspapers in the decades from 1985-1994 (Trikha, 1998).

In Marathi language there were about 2,943 newspapers and

-~ -

periodicals. Out of which 395 were the daily newspapers (Anonymous,
2004). The popular Marathi dailies in Maharashtra state are Lokmat

(8,24,352), Sakal (35,34,635), Loksatta (3,69,429) Navakal (2,95,634)

4w~ ~

and Maharashtra Times (1,85,867) (ABC, 2001). Daily newspapers are



dominated by politics, entertainment, advertisements and other fields of

interest (Jain, 1980).

Most of the newspapers are urban oriented and serves the
urban readers. It is important to give due coverage to agriculture, farming
and problems relating to those which are of national importance (Mathur,
1984). As per the study conducted by Shendre (1985) only 2.32 per cent
of the total newspaper space is given to the agricuitural matter. Majority
of the farmers reading newspapers were interested in reading matter
relating to farming. The matter of surprise is that rural people and farming
community, their issues have no adequate space in our daily newspapers,
where as the industry, trade and commerce are given priorities in
newspaper and found extensive in the coiumns of newspaper. The
majority of the people who depend solely on agriculture are completely
ignored of farm information. Thus, it is a matter of investigation as to
what extent the information on agricuiture is being covered in the

newspapers.
i.1  Statement of probiem

Newspapers are very potent means of communication to the
masses. They serve people in four ways. They inform, they guide, they
educate and they entertain. A properly edited, newspaper serves to
establish a continuous link with the people by giving educational as well
as relevant and timely information on many aspects of day to day life. If
such newspaper covers topics of rural matters and farm information, its

language should be easily understood by the readers. It may serve as a



source of information to ruralities on farming matter. Therefore the rural
oriented newspaper is a need of the day. But the scene of the rurai press
in the state is very disappointing. The space devoted to agricuiture and
allied information is very less according to studies of Shendre (1985), and
Jagatap (2001). Even though the Indian Rural Press Association in 1983
jaid down that 40 per cent of the space in the newspaper should be
devoted to agriculture, related to community deveiopment and allied
developmental topics, however, researchers have revealed that it is yet to

be practically implemented.

It was therefore, feit necessary to study the coverage of
agricultural information in the leading Marathi newspaper from western

Maharashtra. The specific objectives of the study were as follows :

sk
.

To study the location of space covered by the agricuitural

N

To identify the different types and forms of presentation of

agricuitural information.
3. To study the contents of the agricuitural information.

4.  To study the textural characteristics of agricultural information

appeared in ‘Lokmat’ newspaper.

For Textural characteristics following parameters were

congidered :

W



e

I.  Type of heading

2. Total number of words

3.  Typeofiead

4, Per cent difficuit, personal, technical words

5. Length of sentence

6.  Percentage of simpie, compound and complex sentences In

agricultural information.

[y
.
~N

Limitations of the study

Present investigation has certain limitations because it has
considered few issues of the selected newspaper. This investigation
suffers from the limitations of research facilities and time availabie,
usually faced by the single student researcher. The findings of the study
therefore, would not be appropriate to generalize and apply for other
newspapers published in the state because of limitation of sample size or
in other states in the country since it covers regional newspapers but it
gives rough idea and serves as the spring board for future research

certainly.
i.3 Layout of the dissertation

The dissertation comprises of five chapters. The first chapter
‘Introduction’ deals with the statement of problem, objectives and
limitations of the study. The second chapter ‘Review of Literature’ gives

a brief account of relevant research work done in the past on the topic of



the present investigation under different sub-heads. The third chapter
deals with the ‘Methodology’ followed in the study. The fourth chapter
deals with “Resuits and Discussion’ of the study. The last chapter
constitutes the ‘Summary, Conclusions and Implications’ of the study.
The references cited in the body of the text and other such material is

appended at the end of the thesis.
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2. REVIEW OF LITERATURE

This chapter consists of research findings, relevant to the
present study. The references directly or indirectly related to the subject

are reviewed in the following sequence.

2.1  Newspaper as source of agricultural Information

2.2 Newspaper contents

2.3 Space covered by the agricultural information

2.4 Location and forms of presentation of the agricultural information
2.5 Subjects of the information

2.6 Words in the agricultural information

2.7  Sentences in the agricultural information

2.8 Heading, lead and body of the agricultural information
2.9 lllustrations in the agricultural information

2.1 Newspaper as a source of agricultural information

Pathirana (1980) reported that newspaper could play a vital
role by publishing detailed account of national policy. It could also

publish material focussing attention on farmers’ needs and their wishes.



Hardt, H. (1981) reported that newspaper is the medium for
exchange of ideas and it facilitates the time and space binding activities

of society. It formulates public opinion.

Sinha et al. (1983) reported that newspaper is an important
channel for agricultural communication. The information published in the
newspaper is reliable and considered encouraging ta farmers for seeking

agricultural information.

Tajuddin and Mohan (1989) reported that among the various
extension tools tried to transfer the technology, communication through
the written words 1.e. the publication of articles and write ups in journals,

magazines and the newspaper had better response.

Kalantri ef al. (1991) reported that majority of the farmers
reading agricultural information in the newspaper was in favour of it.
Thus, there is a scope to make agricultural information in regional
language newspaper more understandable, interesting and acceptable to

the farmers.

Block et al. (1995) observed that private veterinarians were
regarded as the most important source of information on vaccines of

cattle followed by a weekly rural newspaper.

Hasan and Roy (1996) while studying content and coverage
of rural news by regional papers said that rural newspapers provide the
opportunity and motivation to the masses. They play vital and significant

role for disseminating the scientific and modern technology.



10

Trikha (1998) while describing the print media scenario in
India said that newspaper may repeat news in successive editions and
they often provide additional details or news interpretation of previously
reported news and provide a higher degree of referability. Thus the
newspaper is oldest and most popular media in rural as well as urban area

and provides more details than radio or television.

Nimbalkar (1998) reported that particularly the newspaper,
now a days plays an important role in satisfying the readers. The
newspapers have large number of readers and hence the writing reaches
to the large number of people at the same time and even quickly. Hence

one can read information about farming through newspapers.
2.2 Newspaper contents

Fett (1972) studied Brazilian newspapers and reported large
amount of agricultural news appeared in the papers but most of the news

lacked usefulness to the farmers of the area.

Sidhu ef al. (1993) reported that coverage of agricultural and
dairy contents was very less as compared to coverage of political news
and advertisements. They further found that agriculture and dairy

contents were more in regional dailies as compared to the national
dailies.

Mathur (1984) reported that (i) Newspaper in India did not
truly reflect the life and culture of the people. (ii) Interest of the farmers

and farming community were not receiving due attention in our dailies.
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(ii) Industry, trade and commerce found intensive coverage in the
newspaper. (iv) Most of the newspapers did not consider it important to
give due coverage to agriculture, farming and problems relating to those

which are of national importance.

Kubde ef al. (1991) reported that in regional dailies of
Vidarbha give importance to political events in the urban categories and
crime coverage is highest in rural category. Sports events which are
second best covered, stand in the first positions of the rural coverage.
However, social events are covered reasonably well in both urban and
rural categories. In urban category, the other major events covered as
economical and human interest, whereas in the rural group, it is

development and agricultural category.

Hasan and Roy (1996) while studying contents and coverage
of rural news by regional newspapers found that the category ‘social’
contained maximum articles as compared to games and sports. Next to
social, importance was given to agriculture. The same sequence was

observed as far as the coverage of space is concerned.

Sawant and Shinde (1999) revealed that space covered by
the different categories of information shows that Loksatta newspaper
published 60 per cent watershed development news, whereas Sarwamat
newspaper published nearly 50 per cent (48.08 %) news of the total
space on watershed development in formation. This was followed by the

information on Govt. policies comes second, information on farm articles
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stands third in the total space of the watershed development published in
two dailies.

2.3 Space covered by the agricultural information

Mathur (1984) in his studies found that newspaper having
12 pages and wordage of about 60,000 did not allow even 1 per cent of
the wordage or the space to agricultural information and problems of
farmers. He further stated that some dailies are devoting only 1.19 per
cent of space to the agriculture. In Telagu daily newspaper i.e. ‘Eenadu’
only 0.68 per cent of space was devoted to agriculture.

Singh (1984) reported that only 1.22 per cent of space was
given to food, agriculture and rural development news in two national

dailies.

Dikel et al. (1991) revealed that space occupied by non-
agricultural information was 95.93 per cent, where as very negligible

space i.e. 4.07 per cent was given to agricultural information.

Hasan and Roy (1996) found that the category ‘social news’
covered maximum amount of space (48.71 %) as compared to games and
sports (0.76 %). Next to social news, the importance was given to

agricultural news (28.75 %) space covered by agricultural information.

Paranjape (1998) on the basis of research in agricultural
journalism during the year 1961-85 reported that coverage of agricultural

news in different newspapers occurs as follows :
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Sr. No. | Newspapers Percentage of agricultural news

1. The Hindu 1.19
2. Eenadu (Telagu) 0.60
3. Indian Express 2.60
4. The Tribune 2.08
5. Ajit 1.05
6. Jagbani 1.20
7. Punjab Kesri 0.10
8. Punjab Tribune 2.74

Average 1.31

Sawant and Patil (2000) reported that very less space is
covered by Agricultural information i.e. 2.20 per cent in Deenmitra
Periodical, a pioneering newspaper. Nearly 75 per cent (74.81 %) space

was occupied by the non-agricultural information.

Abdullah (2000) reported that in Syrian farm weekly 47.10
per cent space was occupied by the Agricultural information, where as

non-agricultural information occupied 39.56 per cent space.

Jagatap (2001) reported that the agricultural information
occupied meagre (3.33 %) space in the leading Marathi newspaper.
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2.4 Location and forms of presentation of the agricultural

information

Fett (1972) stated that generally the agricultural editorials
were absent or very scarce in the newspapers and also reported that the

editorials on agriculture should occur frequently in the newspaper.

Shendre (1985) reported that the maximum (62 %) of
agricultural information appeared on the right side of the newspaper and

remaining 38 per cent on the left side.

Patil (1992) observed that 35.10 per cent farm information
was presented in the form of news story followed by regular agricultural

features which had 25.55 per cent in case of ‘Sakal’ newspaper.

Panhale (1993) reported that large majority of the
horticultural information appeared in ‘Sakal’ newspaper was presented in

the form of news story.

Abdullah (2000) reported that more than two fifth (43.78 %)
of the total number of the farm information has presented in the form of

agricultural news.

Jagatap (2001) observed that no specific pattern was
observed regarding the type of agricultural information and the form of
presentation, but news stories of regular agricultural features were most

commonly used for presenting agricultural out look.
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2.5 Subjects of the agricultural information

Khandekar (1975) reported that the areas on which readers
wanted information were crop production animal husbandry and dairy,

vegetable and fruit cultivation.

Tajuddin and Mohan (1989) suggested that for more
effective transfer of agricultural technology, the information should be
published in the regional language.

In a study conducted at Nigeria, Terry (1990) reported that
in Nigerian newspapers, the content categories such as general news,
Gowt. policies, commentaries and human interest that inform rather than
instruct farmers represented approximately 82 per cent of the agricultural
news, pricing and marketing content comprised 18 per cent of the

agricultural news.

Singh et al. (1995) showed that the area covered by the
agricultural news in the university news magazine was very negligible
(11.88 %). It was also revealed from the study that amongst the
agricultural content major emphasis was given on agricultural education
and research (33.16 %). The results amply, substantiate the fact that

emphasis should be given on more agricultural information.

Hasan and Roy (1996) found seven categories of rural news.
Out of seven categories of rural news, agricultural news occupies second
position. In the sub-categories of agricultural categories, ‘Agronomy’

secured highest percentage of agricultural news (19.93 %). But in
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Agricultural Extension it was minimum (3.67 %). Next to Agronomy the
credit goes to Horticulture.

Rajmane (1996) observed that article on twelve different
subjects were published in ‘Shetkari’ and majority of them were on crop

husbandry.

Salindo (1998) in the study of ‘Momento’ newspaper in
Mexico showed that most of the published eassays were of miscellaneous
topics (67.3 %), Surpassing other topics such as Agriculture (11.5 %),
Pomology (7.4 %), Husbandry (2.2 %) and Climatology (11.5 %). It was

also concluded that information was written in normal phase.

Abdullah (2000) observed that amongst different types of
farm information agricultural. Planning and progress topped in terms of

frequency where as information on crop husbandry occupied second
rank.

Jagatap (2001) reported that the information on agricultural
out look ranked first which includes agricultural climate and damage,
agricultural situations and agricultural research and education,
agricultural welfare and approach were rarely covered and ranked sixth in

terms and frequency.
2.6  Words in the agricultural information

Flesh (1960) reported that the words with one or few
syllables should be used for the easy reading.
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Sinnarkar (1966) found six per cent personal words
describes in feature article or Marathi text of popular magazine. He
further reported that the words having single compound letter can be
safely used upto a limit of 5 per cent, but words having double or more

compound letters should be scrupulously avoided.

Caples (1977) suggested that the words used in text should

be shorter one.

Shendre (1985) reported that most of the farm information in
leading Marathi newspaper had more than six per cent difficult words and
more than 70 per cent simple words. It had more than 50 per cent farm

information including 1 to 6 per cent technical words.

Saha and Trickha (1989) suggested that articles should be

written in more simple language with short paragraph and sentences.

Dikle et al. (1991) suggested that there was necessity to
minimize the difficult and technical words, which will create interest in

reading.

Kumar and Kashyap (1998) reported that 70 per cent of
materials published in farm journals were too technical in nature and a

high proportion of this was incomprehensible to readers.

Abdullah (2000) reported that slightly more than half of the
farm information (51.67 %) had zero difficult words, but majority of the
farm information (56.82 %) had 1 to 5 per cent technical words.
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Jagatap (2001) reported that most of the farm information
had more than 6 per cent difficult words and more than 70 per cent

simple words.
2.7 Sentences in agricultural information

Flesh (1960) found that the standard of six personal
references per 100 words were found in feature articles in popular

magazines and further added that human interest make reading easier.

Sinnarkar (1966) suggested that the short sentences should
be used for easy reading of the text. There should be only 5 to 6 words

per sentence for better understanding.

Caples (1977) suggested that the short paragraphs and short

sentences should be used in the text.

Shendre (1985) reported that the average length of sentences
in farm information appeared in leading Maratht newspaper ranged from
8 words to 17 words per sentence. Majority of farm information had 10

to 20 sentences, where 50 per cent were simple.

Saha and Trikha (1989) suggested that for easy
understanding to farm readers, the articles should be written in more

simple langnage with short paragraph.

Dikle et al. (1991) suggested that for easy understanding for
farm information to readers, the average length of sentences should be 6

to 10 words.
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Buddhadev et al. (1997) suggested that writing should be as
far as practicable in direct speech, the article should not contain too many
calculations or numerical number and picture drawing are more

preferable.

Kumar and Kashyap (1998) suggested that simple sentences,
commonly spoken words, no jargons use of cartoon or line drawing

enhance understanding,.

Abdullah (2000) reported that majority of farm information
(80.04 %) had 8 to 17 words per sentence.

2.8 Heading, Lead and Body of agricultural information

Haskins (1966) reported that the presentation of the heading
depends on the subject matter and there is considerable variation among

newspaper in presentation of the heading.
Caples (1977) suggested five rules for writing heading i.e.
1. Try to get self interest in every heading
ii.  Getnews into heading
iii.  Avoid heading that merely provokes the curiosity
iv.  Avoid heading that paints gloomy or negative side of picture and

V. Try to suggest in heading that there is quick and easy way for the

readers to get something they want.
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Antrim (1978) reported that lead gives more information
about the idea given in heading. Leads may also be used to lead the
reader into the body. This reinforces the message in the heading and

makes reader more interested in reading the body.

Holtje (1978) reported that lead is a line of text of a news or
agricultural information that expands the thought given in heading

clarifies it, or adds another information.

Crompton (1979) reported that heading is opening sentence
of the news story printed directly in the bold letter type which catch
phrases. It helps readers in deciding whether he would go for reading the

news story or not. It is therefore, important part of any news.

Shendre (1985) reported that the majority (63 %) of the
agricultural information was without lead, while about one third of the
information (36.58 %) had lead. He also reported that almost all (99.51
%) agricultural information had body. The body gives detailed

information of the event in descending order of importance.

Panhale (1993) reported that the heading of horticultural
information appeared in ‘Sakal’ newspaper was mostly cross line of at

middle column. He also found most of the information had heading.

Abdullah (2000) reported that majority (60.28 %) of the
agricultural information had lead. Flush head type of heading was used in
near about one third (32.25 %) of the agricultural information then
inverted pyramid (19.82 %) and cross line (19.21 %).
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Jagatap (2001) reported that the heading of agricultural
information was mostly cross line and pyramid type. Most of the farm

information had body and lead.
2.9 Illustrations in the agricultural information

Caples (1977) reported that a text without illustration is
dead text. There are several types of illustrations, which can be used
conveniently for illustration of the text. The use of photographs as
illustrations was recommended, because photographs add real

information and therefore prove to be effective.

Shendre (1985) observed that 1.95 per cent of the
information was illustrated on average of 0.38 per cent out of total
agricultural space. It showed that very little (0.02 %) space was alloted to
illustration. Black and white photographs were mostly used to illustrate

farm information in the ‘Sakal’ newspaper.

Saha and Trikha (1989) suggested that for effective
understanding of farm information, quality black and white photographs

should be used in the farm articles.

Patil and Rajendra (1990) reported that ‘The Hindu’
newspaper give more importance to photographs in the total space

occupied (1.44 %).

Reddy er al. (1993) observed that illustration makes the
subject matter realistic and lively. It may be necessary to introduce

illustrations for communicating ideas better.
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Patil (1999) found that majority of articles appeared in
‘Baliraja’ farm magazine had illustrations. In all issues photographs and
drawings were major types of illustrations. Large majority of the

illustrations were in black ink over 25 years.

Abdullah (2000) reported that regarding the theme of
illustration maximum percentage (17.89 %) of the illustrations theme was
appropriately dipicted to show meeting events, followed by fruits (11.72
%), personal photo (10.22 %) and irrigation process theme (10.00 %).

Jagatap (2001) reported that most of the farm information
was without illustration, but among the illustrations used, photographs

were used commonly.
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3. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

This chapter deals with the research techniques followed in

conducting the present study indicating where and how the research study

was carried out. The chapter covers information on the following aspects:

3.1

3.2

3.3

34

3.5

3.7

3.1

Selection of the leading Marathi newspaper from Western
Maharashtra

Profile of the leading Marathi newspaper ‘Lokmat’ from Western
Mabharashtra

Selection of the newspaper issues

Procedure followed in content analysis of the farm information
Data collection

Statistical test used

Definitions of the terms and concepts used in the present

investigation
Selection of Marathi newspaper from Western Maharashtra

A list of all the Marathi newspapers published from

Maharashtra was obtained from the District Information Officer,
Ahmednagar.
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The leading Marathi newspaper in Western Maharashtra

was selected on the basis of following criteria suggested by Maslog

(1983).

1. Geographic distribution (whether it reaches all over state or some
part of state)
2. Stability (consistency or regularity in publication whether it is

published regularly or not), and

3.  Outreach (Measured in terms of circulation or number of copies

printed)

On the basis of these criteria, ‘Lokmat’ a daily newspaper in
Marathi language was identified as a leading paper in the Western
Maharashtra.

3.2 Profile of the leading Marathi newspaper ‘Lokmat’

Lokmat is one of the renowned Marathi daily newspapers in
Western Maharashtra. In recent years it has grown to become the largest
Marathi newspaper in Maharashtra with a circulation of over 14,65,000
copies per day with edition from Nagpur, Aurangabad, Ahmednagar,
Akola, Jalgaon, Kolhapur, Mumbai, Nashik, Pune and Solapur.

A brief profile of ‘Lokmat’ is described as follows



1. Date of Establishment
2. Language
3. Price

4. Annual Subscription
Proprietor
6. Advertisement rates

hd

7. Paper size
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15 Aug. 1982

Marathi

Rs. 1/- on Monday and Thursday

Rs. 2/- on Tuesday and Wednesday

& Rs. 2.50/- Friday, Saturday & Sunday.
For Ahmednagar city Rs. 695/-

Prithvi Prakashan Pvt. Ltd. Aurangabad

The advertisement rates are charged on
the basis of column centimeters.

Editionwise advertisement rates :

Ahmednagar Rs. 208/- per column
centimeter.

Pune Rs. 468/- per column centimeter.
Solapur Rs. 228/- per column centimeter.
Nashik Rs. 332/- per column centimeter.
Mumbai Rs. 676/~ per column centimeter.

Aurangabad Rs. 832/- per column
centimeter.

Jalgaon Rs. 520/- per column centimeter.
Akola Rs. 164/- per column centimeter.
Nagpur Rs. 676/- per column centimeter.

Kolhapur Rs. 312/~ per column
centimeter.

Combined rates

All editions Rs. 1000/- column centimeter.
Overall size — 52 x 33 cm

Size of printed page — 50 x 33 cm
Number of column — 8

Width of column — 3.85 cm

75958
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8.  Circulation
Sr. No. | Edition Circulation
1. Ahmednagar 65,000
2. Akola 1,20,000
3. Aurangabad 3,00,000
4. Jalgaon 90,000
5. Kolhapur 1,30,000
6. Mumbai 1,50,000
7. Nagpur 3,10,000
8. Nashik 75,000
9. Pune 1,60,000
10. Solapur 65,000
Total 14,65,000

9.  Average No. of pages - From Monday to Thursday
* 14 pages, on Friday and Saturday
18 pages and on Sunday 20 pages
60 : 40 maintained throughout the

10. Ratio of text of

advertisement period since the establishment
11. Sources of agricultural 1. Agricultural Universities
information ii. Development Department
iii. Professors in the field of agriculture
iv. Farmers
12. Sources of non- i. News agencies
agricultural ii. Reporters

information
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13. Regular features - Two tpes
i. Agricultural
ii. Non-agricultural
i. Agricultural features
Wednesday - Vet (Farm article — A weekly page)
Daily -  SNREE 9 gaMM (market rates of daily
commodities and weather)
ii. Non-agricultural features

Friday - %7 (A supplement especially for youths)

Saturday - fa=yn (Film, Drama, etc)

Sunday - H¥9 (General Information)

Daily - 9Ruie (articles regarding general
information)

- Y& (Articles featured on women)

3.3 Selection of leading newspaper issues

The selection of ‘Lokmat’ newspaper issues was done for
the period, January 1, 2004 to December 31, 2004. This period was
selected for the study because of the availability of newspaper issues.
About ten per cent newspaper issues i.e. 36 issues were studied for the
purpose. Three issues per month were randomly selected from January,
2004 to December, 2004.

3.4 Procedure followed in the content analysis of the agricultural

information appeared in newspaper

Agricultural mformation appeared in the various issues of

the newspaper under study was analysed by considering the following

points:



1.

1il.

v.

Vi.

vii.

Identification and counting of agricultural information and
advertisements (Agricultural and non-agricultural) was done in the

beginning as per the definitions given by the Fett (1972).

Measuring total space in column centimeters covered by
agricultural  information, non-agricultural information and

advertisements.

Locating agricultural information in the newspaper i.e. right side

page or left side page and page number.

Forms of presentation of agricultural information i.e. news story,
regular farm column, letter to the editor on farming information,

farm articles, photo news, editorial, etc., was considered.

Types of heading in agricultural information ie. flush left, step
line, flush head, inverted pyramid, pyramid, hanging indention,

kicker, reverse kicker etc., was decided.
Presence or absence of lead.

The content analysis of the agricultural information was done as

per the criteria laid by the Sinnankar (1966).

a. Size of agricultural information i.e. total number of words in

the agricultural information.

b.  Difficult, simple, personal and technical words in the

agricultural information.
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o Length of the sentences measured in terms of words per

sentence.

d. Simple, compound and complex sentences in the Head,

Lead and Body of agricultural information.
viii. [llustrations used in the agricultural information
a. Presence or absence of illustrations.
b. Space occupied by the illustrations.
c.  Description of the illustrations.

d. Types of illustration used ie. photograph, drawings,
cartoon, graph, etc.

e. Colours used in the illustration.
3.5 Data collection

The data in respect of agricultural information was collected
with the help of proforma (see Appendix-V). The author personally

analysed all the 36 newspaper issues and collected the data.
3.6 Statistical tests used

The figures are expressed in terms of frequencies and
percentage for simple comparison and for drawing meaningful

conclusions.
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3.7 Definitions of the terms and concepts used in the present

investigation

Some of the terms and concepts have been frequently used
in this thesis. They are explained to get an idea and meaning of the terms,

which are used in the present investigation.
Printed agricultural information

Any piece of text, illustration, or any other form of
presentation appeared in the newspaper referring to soils, crops, animals,
poultry, bee-keeping, horticulture, fruit growing or forestry where these
have economic value in the day to day farming, agricultural policies or

agricultural activities or Govt. agencies, organizations and commercial
firms.

Leading newspaper

The leading newspaper is one which is geographically
distributed all over the state, stable in the publication and its outreach

measured in terms of highest circulation (Maslog, 1983).
Location

It refers to the position or placement of agricultural

information on exact page number of the newspaper.
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Printed advertisement

It refers to the newspaper, magazine or such other space
sold to identified sponsors or advertiser for sale, promotion of goods,

persuasion of the ideas and providing information or educational purpose.
Content analysis of the information

Content analysis is a method of communication analysis as
well as method of observation. It is versatile research technique in mass
communication as well as social science research, where data obtained
from archival records or documents can be analysed systematically and

scientifically to draw the conclusions. (Murthy, 1999).
Content analysis of the agricultural information

It refers to the analysis of the agricultural information
appeared in the newspaper in terms of textural characteristics like total
number of words, difficult, technical, personal and simple words, length
of sentences, type of headings, type of leads. It also takes into account
the numbers, types and theme of illustration, the number of words and

sentences in the heading, the lead and the body.
Newspaper

Newspaper means any printed (including cyclostyled)

periodical work containing public news or comments on public news.
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Thus newspaper is a daily publication which covers the
daily news events, feature articles, sports round up, editorial, market

review etc. and the advertisements for the use of readers.
Space covered by the agricultural information

The space of the agricultural information is the actual size of
the agricultural information as it appeared in the newspaper and measured
in terms of column centimeters. It was expressed in aggregate column

centimeters.
Printed agricultural advertisement

It refers to any communication by an identified sponsor
concerning farm business appearing in publication to promote sale or

offer services (Sawant, 1999).
Printed non-agricultural information

Any piece of text or information appeared in the newspaper

which deals or describes the matters other than agriculture.
Printed non-agricultural advertisement

It refers to any communication by an identified sponsor
concerning non-agricultural business appearing in the publication to

promote sale or to offer services.
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Types of agricultural information

Types or categories of agricultural information were made
on the basis of its subject or topic. Following are the types of agricultural

information :
a.  Agricultural outlook

This type includes information on agricultural climate,
weather forecast and the damage caused to crops lives and cattle due to
aberrant weather conditions like hailstorm, drought, flood, epidemics, etc.
It also takes the review of crop growth and farm operations carried out in

a particular region.
b.  Agricultural domestic marketing

This type includes the prices and movement of farm and
other commodities like food grains, fruits, vegetables, fish, chicken etc. in

the local market.
c. Agricultural planning and progress

This type includes information on Govt. Agricultural plans,

projects, their targets, achievements and related issues.
d.  Agricultural crops, farm operations and other topics

This type includes information on wvarious crops, their
sowing, irrigation, plant protection, manuring, harvesting. It also includes

information on the post harvest technology, marketing of the farm
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produce and availability of seeds, fertilizers, insecticides and such other

farm mputs.
e. Dairy and animal husbandry

This type includes information of marketing of milk and
milk products, price movements, demand and supply of milk and other
dairy products. It also includes management, care, insurance of dairy

animals, information about bank loan facilities for dairy business.
f. Agricultural welfare and approach

This type includes the information on Government

approaches and welfare activities for farming community.
g. Agricultural policy

This type includes the information on agricultural finance,
crop loan, agricultural price policy, land reform, legislation and other

related issues.
h.  Research and education of agricultural matter

This type includes the information on the topics such as

agricultural technology, science rewards and agricultural education.
i General agriculture

It includes news pertaining to farmers demands, agitations,

strikes and other such activities. It also includes news pertaining to rural
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life, tension, developed due to farm and farming, group functions,

individual and group rivalry, land disputes, etc.
J- Miscellaneous
The news not included in the above types is considered in
this group.
Forms of presentation of agricultural information

It refers to the study of presenting the farm information i.e.
news story, regular farm column, letters to the editor on farm information,

farm article, editorial, photo news, etc. (Sayed, 1980).

The following are the forms of presentation of farm

information
a. News story

This form of presentation is the most common one. It is
timely report of events, facts and opinions that interest a significant
number of people. News story also means a direct matter of fact referring

to the events (Sayed, 1980).
b. Regular farm column

It appears at regular interval i.e. daily, weekly or monthly
and covers a wide range of issues. Regular farm column presents the

optimum of author or information useful to farmer on various crops

(Crump, 1974).
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c. Letters to the editor on farming

This type includes readers response to the editorial or news
appeared in newspaper. The response in the letter to the editor column,

usually found on the editorial or opinion page.
d. Farm article

It deals with the selected subjects in farming and occupies a
definite space and position. It is prominently displayed with or without

pictures. Its content may be practical or academic in tone (Sayed, 1980).
e. Photo-news

It is the art and technique of reporting timely events to
inform and entertain the readers through photographs. It forms news
without any text.

f. Editorial

It is the expression or views of the editor of that newspaper
on certain issues, events, policies, incidents and persons. Mostly, it is

written by the editor himself.
Heading

It 1s a caption or statement topping the text which describes
the essence of the text, that is often set in large bold type or a distinctive
type style to make it stand out from the rest of the context or text and
attract the attention of readers (Holtje, 1978).
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Types of heading

The type of heading is decided on the basis of arrangement
and position of the heading in the agricultural information with respect to
column. The different types of heading along with their examples are

given in the Appendix-II.
Lead

A text that expands the thought given in the heading,
clarifies it or adds information (Holtje, 1978). It follows immediately
after the heading. The first paragraph in news story in called the ‘Lead’

which describes the subject in a most interesting way and in brief.
Body

The body of agricultural information is the text which
describes the events in detail and differentiate from the heading and lead
that is set in a smaller type than heading and lead is called body (Holtje,
1978).

The position of news story that follows the lead is called the
‘body’ regardless of its length. The body may contain one paragraph or
10 paragraphs. Each paragraph provides additional details about the main
topic. The body usually reports the facts in descending order of
importance, the technique that is called as ‘inverted pyramid style’.
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Difficult words

The difficult words are those which are hard to read,
pronounce and write. The difficult words in Marathi language consists
only vowels and consonants (Sinnankar, 1966). Difficultness of words
denotes difficulties in reading, pronouncing and writing. In English it is
measured by the number of letters per word and the syllables, in Marathi
it can be measured by the number of compound letters (STS®’R) per
words. For example ‘I has one while ‘fa®” has two. Certain letters
viz §, U1, &, also make hard reading for rural readers. Moreover there are
alphabets in the Marathi which are combination of the letters viz., F =%
+ 1=Kru), (4 =3 + I=shru), (T =% + I = Ksha) etc., which should be

included in the category of the difficult words.
Simple words

Simple words are those which are made up of less than six
simple letters and are easy to read, write and pronounce (Sinnankar,
1966). It is observed that long words with as many as six simple letters
(EESIPﬁ) per word are not so difficult to read as small words even with
two compound letters e.g. FUSUIR (Six letters) is easier to read than

Personal words

These are the words which are referred personally. In

English, ‘you, he, she, they, them, our, their’ etc. are referred as personal



words. And in Marathi ‘3, TH1, I, S=AT, 9T etc. are referred as

personal words.
Technical words

These are the words, which describe some technical know
how, procedure, phenomena, objects etc. for example words like
hybridization, crossing, emasculation etc. are technical words in English

and ‘gaWH, FN, TUHERTT, F etc. are technical words in Marathi

language.

Sentence

A sentence is a group of words that makes meaning. It has

following types
a. Simple sentence

A simple sentence consists of subject, object and verb and

its meaningful arrangement.
b. Compound sentence

A compound sentence is one that comprises two simple

sentences in it and which is compounded by the words like “3fifUr, &, U,
T’ etc., in Marathi language. Length of compound sentence is longer

and contains more number of words in it.
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c. Complex sentence

A complex sentence is one that comprises two or more
simple sentences in it. One of the sentence of them is independent in its
meaning. While other sentence is dependent on independent sentence for
its meaning. These simple sentences are joined together by the words like

‘B, T, HWOT, R, HRAT, I3GL in Marathi language.
lustration

The illustration in the agricultural information is graphic
presentation like photographs and drawings which can be used to
delineate the contents and portray the theme of the agricultural
information and attract attention and promote interest in the information

being communicated.
Photograph

Photograph is picture which contains a depth of tonal values
and which is usually reproduced by half-tone photography (Wright ef al.,
1978). Photograph is reaction of light and chemicals in the form of real

image or object. It takes viewers close to the reading.
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4. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

This chapter covers the findings and discussion on the

relevant aspects of the present investigation.

4.1 Space covered by the agricultural information non-
agricultural information, agricultural advertisements and non-

agricultural advertisements

It is generally observed that along with the non-agricultural
information, agricultural and rural development issues appear in
newspapers. The space covered by the news items indicates the
importance of the news. Therefore, the space was considered as a
parameter to evaluate the importance of the agricultural information from
the point of view of the readers and the editor of a particular newspaper.
The data regarding the space covered by the agricultural information,
non- agricultural information and advertisements (agricultural and non-

agricultural) is given in Table 1.

Table 1. indicates that the news and advertisement ratio of
70:30 was maintained in the newspaper under study. It was observed that
maximum (68.66 %) newspaper space was alloted to the non- agricultural

information.
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Table 1.  Space covered by the agricultural information, non-
agricultural information and advertisement (agricultural
and non- agricultural) in a leading Marathi Newspaper

Lokmat from Western Maharashtra

Sr. | Newspaper content Space covered in the
No. aggregate column cm.
A. | Information
1. Agricultural 2975.28 (3.22 %)
2. Non-agricultural 63441.84 (68.66 %)
Total 66417.12 (71.88 %)
B. | Advertisements
1. Agricultural 766.92 (0.83 %)
2. Non-agricultural 25215.96 (27.29 %)
Total 25982.88 (28.12)

This is due to the nature of readership of Lokmat. It has
more urban readers than the rural one. These urban readers may be
interested in matters other than farming. Therefore it is natural that the
editors of the newspapers have to cover those items with the urban
interest. Due to this, agricultural information occupied only 3.22 per cent

space in the newspaper.

Regarding the newspaper advertisements, the farm
advertisements occupied less than one per cent of the total space and
27.29 per cent of the total space was occupied by the non- agricultural

advertisements. This shows that, the newspaper contents under study




B Agricultural Advertisement 0.83 %

B Agricultural Information 3.22 %

Non-Agricultural Advertisement 27.29 %

B Non-Agricultural Information 68.66 %

Fig 1. Space covered by the agricuitural information, non-
agricultural information and advertisements (agricultural and non-
agricultural)



were urban oriented and for the use of urban readers who were interested

in reading mostly the non- agricultural matters.

Similar findings are reported by Singh and Kumar (1977),
who studied regional English and Hindi dailies. They reported that the
selected newspapers together gave 2.52 per cent of total space to the
agricultural matters. Shendre (1985) also reported that only 2.32 per cent
of the total space is devoted to agricultural matters in regional dailies
Sakal. While according to Jagatap (2001) only 3.33 per cent of the total
space was devoted to agricultural matters in the regional newspaper
‘Pudhari’. 1t is interesting to note that the regional newspapers provide
more space to agricultural and dairying as compared to the national
dailies. The regional dailies have high circulation in big cities and towns.
This may be one of the reasons as to why the national dailies give little
space to farming matters. Similar trend was also observed by Sidhu et al.
(1983).

4.2 Types of the agricultural information

The agricultural information was grouped into different
types, on the basis of the subject. The frequencies of respective types

were worked out which are presented in Table 2.

Data presented in Table 2 shows the various types of
agricultural information which appeared in Lokmat. The farm information
grouped under agricultural crops, farm operations and other topics topped
in terms of frequency (30.75 %). It had subypes like crops (9.80 %),
Irrigation (3.27 %) plant protection (7.86 %), manuring (4.57 %),
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Harvesting and Post harvest Technology (2.61 %) and marketing and

availability of inputs (2.61 %).

Table2. Types of agricultural information appeared in the
leading Marathi newspaper Lokmat from Western
Maharashtra

No. of
f{:; Types of Agricultural information ?ngig ::::;‘::;;l Rank
(N =153)
1. | Agricultural outlook 21 (13.73 %)
i.  Agricultural climate and damage 10 (6.54 %) I
ii. Agricultural situation 5  (3.27%)
iii. Agricultural operations 6 (3.92%)
2. | Agricultural Domestic marketing 5 (3.27%) X
3. | Agricultural planning and progress 11 (7.19 %) VI
4, | Agricultural crops, farm operations and other [ 47 (30.75 %)
topics 15 (9.80 %)
i. Crops 5 (3.27%)
ii. Irrigation 12 (7.86 %) I
ili. Plant protection 7 (A57%)
iv. Manuring 4  (2.61%)
v. Harvesting and post harvest technology 4 (2.61 %)
vi. Marketing and availability of inputs
5. | Dairy and animal husbandry 17 (11.11 %)
i.  Marketing 4 (2.61 %)
ii. Management 5 (3.27%) v
ili. Insurance 3 (1.96 %)
iv. Bank loan facilities and legislation 5 (3.27%)
6. | Agricultural welfare and approach 8 (523%) | Vil
7. | Agricultural policy 15 (9.80 %)
i.  Agricultural finance and insurance 3 (1.96 %) v
ii. Agricultural price policy 7 (457 %)
iii. Agricultural law and legislation 5 (327%)
8. | Agricultural research and education 10 (6.54 %)
i.  Agricultural Technology, Science and rewards | 5  (3.27 %) VII
iil. Agricultural education 5 (327 %)
9. | General agriculture 18 (11.76 %)
i.  Agricultural demands, agitation and calls 10 (6.54 %) 11

il. Agricultural social life and tension

8 (5.22%)




The second highest type agricultural information was
agricultural outlook. About 13.73 per cent and farm information appeared
in ‘Lokmat’ belonged to this type. It consisted sub-types like agricultural
climate and damage (6.54 %), agricultural situation (3.27 %) and
agricultural operations (3.92 %).

However general agriculture has 11.76 per cent of
information and ranked third in terms of frequency. The information
regarding dairy and animal husbandry ranked fourth with 11.11 per cent

of information.

The information regarding agricultural welfare and approach
had second last position in terms of frequency with 5.23 per cent of
information. While the information regarding agricultural domestic
marketing appeared meagre in the newspaper under investigation. It had

only 3.27 per cent of information.

The farm information grouped under agricultural crops, farm
operations and other topics had fairly large number in the newspaper.
This may be nature of sub-types like crops, irrigation, plant protection,
manuring, harvesting and post harvest technology and marketing and
availability of inputs. This type of information is of great interest to the
majority of the farmers. Therefore, the editors might have perceived it

necessary and provided the wide coverage for the same.

The information related to general agriculture was also given

wide coverage agricultural demands, agitation and calls (6.54 %) and
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agricultural social life and tension (5.22 %). It may be due to state Govt.
policy towards farmers and promices not kept by the political leaders,
that’s why large number of agitations were reported in the year. Though
the dairy and animal husbandry considered as secondary occupation, it
was given 11.11 per cent coverage. The topics like marketing,
management, insurance and bank loan facilities and health care of dairy
animals, need to be given more coverage since these items provide
information to the readers on various issues. The newspaper gives
publicity and informs the readers about the recent farm developments.
The finding is partially inline with the findings by Sidhu ez al. (1983),
who reported that the emphasis was given policy information
management and breeding of the farm and dairy animals. Radhakrishnan
and Ranjan (2003) also reported that readers mainly prefer subject matter
regarding crop production, then animal husbandry, next is poultry and
lastly fisheries. Similar findings have also been reported by Kayal (1975),
Geohaker (1975) and Narayan (1976).

4.3 Forms of presentation of the agricultural information

The data regarding the forms of presentation of the
agricultural information is presented in Table 3. The form of presentation
is important from the readers point of view, because it decides and

persuade readers to read it.

It is clear from Table 3 that more than half (54.25 %) of the
agricultural information was presented by the news story followed by the
regular agricultural features (33.33 %). Among the regular agricultural
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features Hawaman (weather) Bajarabhav (Market prices) appeared daily

in the newspaper under study. Among the various types of presentations,

news story was the most commonly used form of reporting all sorts of

events. Therefore, agricultural information was also presented in the form

of news story. This may be due to its simplicity. The nature and pyramid

structure of news story helps the editor in bringing the news in the

newspaper for reader.

Table 3.

Forms of presentation of the agricultural information

appeared in leading Marathi newspaper ‘Lokmat’ from

Western Maharashtra.

Frequency of the

;:;'. Forms of presentation agricultural Per cent
information (N=153)
1. | News story 83 54.25
2. | Regular agricultural features
a. Hawaman (Daily) 8 5.23
b. Bajarbhav (Daily) 25 16.34
c. Farm article (Every Tuesday) 18 11.76
Total 51 33.33
3. | Letters to the editor on farm information 12 7.84
4. | Editorial on farming 2 1.31
5. | Photo-news on farming 5 3.27
Total 153 100.00
6. | Any other -- --
Total 153 100.00

There are day-to-day fluctuations in the weather and farm

prices. These changes need to be reported for the benefit of the farmers.
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Therefore, such information was presented in the from of regular
agricultural feature. It is clear that farmer readers read such information

and use it in their farm business.

Letters to the editor on farm matters were less than eight per
cent. Editorials on farming were less than two per cent. Reader farmers
may not be very keen in expressing their point of views on the farming
matters in the column ‘Letter to the editor’, because they might have
thought that it is an unwarranted business. Editorials are mostly read by
its readers. Editorial decides the reputation of the paper and also affects
the readership. Therefore, editors mostly select the topics of the
importance for the editorial writing, which had greater news value and

relevance with the situation.

The frequency of the photo-news was found meagre,
because the facilities of photography may not be available with the every
reporter who move and stay countryside for matters. Moreover,
appropriate illustrations for every farm news may not be possible.
Newspaper authorities may not be keen in illustrating farm news because

it is expensive.
4.4 Space covered by the agricultural information

The aggregate column length in centimeters occupied by the
different forms of agricultural information were calculated and are

presented in Table 4.



Table 4. indicates that, only three per cent (3.22 %)

newspaper space was alloted to the agricultural information as against

about 68.66 per cent for non-agricultural information. The space alloted

to agricultural information was very less. This clears that the newspaper

under reference covers mostly urban matters. The need for rural people

and their information is ignored by the editors. Rural newspaper may

cover all the rural and farming matter for the benefit of the rural people.

Therefore, rural based newspaper for rural readers and farmers is a need

of the day as pointed out by Mohanty (1983).

Table 4.  Space covered by the agricultural information in leading
Marathi  newspaper  ‘Lokmat’ from  Western
Maharashtra

Per cent space Per cent space
Sr. Forms of presentation Total space covered to the covered out of
No. of the agriclfltural covered in total space alloted to
information column cm newspaper agricultural
space information
1. | News story 1214.28 1.31 40.81
2. | Regular agricultural 11.27 1.22 37.88
features
a. Hawaman (Daily) 40 0.05 1.34
b. Bajarbhav (Daily) 502 0.54 16.88
c. Farm article (Weekly) 585 0.63 19.66
3. ! Letters to the editor on 192 0.21 6.45
farming information
4. | Editorials on farming 298 0.32 10.02
matter
5. | Photo-news on farming 144 0.16 4.84
Total 634 0.69 21.31
6. | Any other -- -- --
Total 2975.28 3.22 100.00
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Out of the space provided for the agricultural information
major part (40.81 %) was covered by the news stories on farming
matter. It is because news story is commonly used for reporting any
event by journalist and therefore, it was used for the reporting farm
information on large scale. Farm articles on topics like crops,
fertilizers, farm implements cover enough space (19.66 %) because,
there is a separate page for farm articles in the newspaper under study.

Bajarbhav (16.88%) and Hawaman (1.34 %) occupied less space.

Letters to the editor on farm information, editorials on
agriculture, photo-news on farming occupied about one fifth
(21.31 %) space. The finding is inline with that of Sidhu ez al. (1983)
and shows that major portion of total space provided to agricultural
and dairy news was occupied by the news stories followed by articles,

editorials and letter to the editor.

4.5 Subjects and forms of presentation of agricultural

information

The data presented in Table 5 show that among the
various types of agricultural information “Agricultural crops, farm

operations and other topics” were presented in the news story style in

7-5958



Table 5.  Subject and form of presentation of the agricultural information appeared in leading Marathi
newspaper ‘Lokmat’ from Western Maharashtra
Sr. { Form of Subject of the agril. information (N=133)
No. | presentation Agril. Agril. Agril. Agril, Dairy and Agril. Agril. Agril. General | Miscellan Total
outlook domestic | planning crops, animal welfare policy research agril. eous
marketing and farm husbandry and and
progress | operation approach education
and other
topics
I. | News story 14 1 5 30 7 2 7 8 8 1 83
(9.15) (0.63) (3.27) (19.61) (4.58) (1.39) (4.58) (5.23) (5.23) (0.63) (54.25)
2. | Regular agril. 7 4 I 12 10 -~ 6 1 10 -- 51
features (4.58) (2.62) (0.65) (7.84) (6.53) (3.92) (0.65) (6.53) (33.33)
3. | Letter to the - -- 4 1 - 5 1 -~ -- 12
editor on farm (2.62) (0.65) (3.27) (0.65) (0.65) (7.84)
information
4. | Editorial on - - i - - - 1 - - - 2
farm (0.65) (0.65) (13D
information
5. | Photo-news of - -- - 4 - 1 -- -- -~ -~ 5
farming (2.62) (0.65) (3.27)
6. | Any other - - - - - - - - - - -
Total 21 5 11 47 17 8 15 10 18 1 153
(13.73) (3.27) (7.19) (30.72) (11.11) (5.23) 9.8) (6.53) (11.76) 0.63) (100.00)

(Figures in the parentheses indicate the percentage to the total number of agril. information)
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about 20 per cent (19.61 %) cases and “Agricultural outlook” was
presented in the news story from in about ten per cent (9.15 %) cases.
It was observed that “News story” form of presentation was most

common (54.25 %) for reporting agricultural information.

Agricultural information on agricultural crops, farm
operations and other topics was presented in 7.84 per cent cases as
regular agricultural features. General agriculture was presented as

regular feature in 6.53 per cent cases.

It was observed that agricultural information was
presented in the form of news story or regular feature. The farm
information need to be presented in more interesting form and
readable text for better readership. Other forms of presentation like
letters to the editor, editorial and photo-news were very rarely used.
The reason for presenting farm information in the news story or
regular farm feature form is that, it is easy to write and it involves only
reporting of farming matters. Now the newspapers are reaching
remote villages too, (Joshi and Kulkarni, 1978) and literate villagers
read newspapers (Sawant and Waghmode, 1985). Therefore,
newspaper content in respect of agricultural information must be

written in a fashion and form liked by the people for whom
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agricultural information is meant. Use of short sentences, minimum
difficult words, more simple and personal words, examples for local

people and illustration in the farm informations will make it readable.

4.6 Agricultural information appeared on various pages of

newspaper

The agricultural information appeared in different pages

of the newspaper is shown in Table 6.

The data presented in Table 6 shows that most of the farm
information (22.22 %) appeared on page number 5 and 14 (18.95 %)).
This may be due to the fact that editors may be placing the farm news
in middle pages because of newspaper readership, which are mostly
urban and to catch up urban readership non- agricultural information
might have given on first page of the newspaper. Therefore topics of
wide interest were given space on the first page. It was observed that
only 7.84 per cent agricultural news items were published on first
page. Most of the agricultural information appeared in middle pages

of newspaper i.e. 2,4, 6, 11.
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Table 6.  Agricultural information appeared on various pages of

leading Marathi newspaper ‘Lokmat’ from Western

Maharashtra
Page No. | Frequency of agricultural information (N=153) Per cent

1 12 7.84
2 12 7.84
3 1 0.65
4 14 9.18
5 34 22.22
6 13 8.50
7 8 5.23
8 - -

9 6 3.92
10 3 1.96
11 15 9.80
12 4 2.61
13 2 1.30
14 29 18.95
15 - -
16 - -
17 -- -
18 - -
19 - -
20 - -

Total 153 100.00

It 1s common that, readers first glance at first page and go

through the first page of the newspaper and their interest goes on
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decreasing in subsequent page numbers. That’s why the editors place the
important information on first page. Even the back or last page is
important because it catches the attention of the readers. Beyond page
number 14, no agricultural information was appeared. The reason may be
that, these pages were supplementary pages regarding youths, films and
actors and general information. In such supplements there is full devotion

to the non- agricultural matters which are of large interest by people.
4.7 Location of the agricultural information

The data regarding the location of the agricultural
information in leading Marathi newspaper ‘Lokmat’ from Western

Maharashtra is presented in the Table 7.

Table 7.  Location of the agricultural information in leading

Marathi newspaper  ‘Lokmat’ from  Western

Maharashtra
Sr. Focation. of agricultural | Frequency of.the agricultural Per cent
No. | information information (N=153)
1. | Right side pages 78 50.98
2. | Left side pages 75 49.02
Total 153 100.00

From the data in Table 7 it can be seen that near about equal
number of the agricultural information appeared on both right and left
side pages. Thus, the right side pages had 50.98 per cent agricultural
information where as the left side pages contained 49.02 per cent of

agricultural information.
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Even though the reason for having more number of
agricultural information on right side of page in that whenever any reader
goes through the newspaper, first he glance at the right side and then left
side. Because of this tendency, most of the agricultural information might
have appeared on the right side pages of the newspaper.

4.8 Types of heading in the agricultural information

The headings are often called as title of the news. They are
important in a newspaper because, they give readers an idea of what
news concerns, makes the news attractive and create an identity for the

NnEws.

The data relating to different types of heading in the
agricultural information is presented in Table 8.

Table 8.  Types of heading in agricultural information in leading

“Marathi” newspaper ‘Lokmat’ from Western

Maharashtra
Sr. Types of headings Frequency Per cent
No. (N=153)
1. Flush left 17 11.11
2. Pyramid 22 14,38
3. Flush head 15 9.80
4, Inverted pyramid 19 12.42
5. Cross line 63 41.18
6. Hanging indention 8 5.23
7. Kicker 4 2.61
8. Reverse kicker 2 1.31
9. At middle column 3 1.96
Total 153 100.00
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Generally cross line type of heading is used for short stories
(Crump, 1974). In present study also, it was found that 41.18 per cent.
news items had cross line type of heading. After that 14.38 per cent and
12.42 per cent of agricultural information had pyramid and inverted
pyramid type of heading respectively. The flush left type heading
appeared in 11.11 per cent cases. The another types of heading like flush
head (9.80 %), hanging indention (5.23 %), kicker (2.61 %) and reverse

kicker (1.31 %) etc. were also observed.

4.9 Agricultural information with and without heading, lead, body

and illustrations

Generally, if we observe any newspaper we found
information is presented with heading, lead, body and illustration.
Keeping this in mind, an attempt was made to study the presence of these
items in respect of farm information in a leading ‘Marathi’ newspaper

(Table 9.).

Table 9.  Agricultural information with and without heading,
lead, body and illustrations appeared in leading Marathi
newspaper ‘Lokmat’ from Western Maharashtra

Particulars of the Fre(!uency of
Sr. No. agricultural information agricultural Per cent
information (N=153)
1. With heading 148 96.73
2. Without heading 5 3.27
3. With lead 93 60.78
4, Without lead 60 39.22
5. With body 148 96.73
6. Without body 5 3.27
7. With illustration 38 24.84
8. Without illustration 115 75.16
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Fig. 5 Agricultural information with and without heading, lead, body and illustration
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Table 9 indicates that 96.73 per cent of the agricultural
information had heading, while remaining 3.27 per cent information was
without heading. Heading attracts the attention of readers. It is a caption

statement, which motivates the reader to read the news story.

Majority (60.78 %) of the agricultural information was with
lead, while more than one third of the farm information (39.22 %) was
without lead. Lead is the first paragraph in news story, which describes
the subject in a most interesting way and in brief. The lead expands the
idea presented in the heading. Lead is possible when somebody is
reporting some events, which goes on unfolding the story by answering
what, when, where, whom and how. This style may not be good in
reporting farm information e.g. ‘Cultivation of sugarcane’ where lead,

may not appear. Hence, lead was absent in farm information.

About 97 per cent of the agricultural information had body.
The body gives detailed information of the event in descending order of
importance. The remaining 3.27 per cent of agricultural information was
without body, it may be due to the photo-news, in which picture or
photograph is itself illustrating the theme.

Near about one fourth (24.84 %) of the agricultural
information had illustrations and large majority (75.16 %) of the
agricultural information was without illustrations. Illustrations help in
getting the idea presented in the news to the reader easily and quickly.
An illustration portrays the theme of the agricultural information and

visualises the contents. Among the illustrations used, photograph was the
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most commonly used in the farm information (Panhale, 1993). [llustration
is a universal language, even illiterates can read it. Therefore, agricultural
information must have enough illustrations. May be because of the
unavailability of space and the cost, most of the agricultural information

was without illustrations.
4.10 Illustration in the agricultural information

The illustration is graphic presentation like photographs and
drawings, which can be used to delineate the contents and portray the
theme of the agricultural information and attract attention and promote
interest in the information being communicated. It is observed that 24.84
per cent of the agricultural information is illustrated (Table 9). On an
average about 312 column centimeters (10.48 %) to the total agricultural
space was occupied by each illustration in the agricultural information. It

shows that very little (0.34 %) space was alloted to illustration.

As regards the contents of illustrations, they were
appropriate to the text of agricultural information colour photographs
were mostly used (67.42 %) to illustrate the agricultural information
where, as about one third of illustrations (32.58 %) were in black and
white photographs. Among the different visuals described by Dcoyer
(1972), photographs provide most meaningful and direct experience to

the readers.



60

4.11 Number of words in the agricultural information

The number of words in the news indicates size to news
items. The data regarding the number of words in the agricultural

information is given in Table 10.

Table 10. Number of words in the agricultural information
appeared in leading ‘Marathi’ newspaper ‘Lokmat’

from Western Maharashtra

Sr. Number of words in the Frequency of the agricultural Per cent
No. agricultural information information (N=153)
1. Up to 100 20 13.07
2 101 to 200 57 37.25
3 201 to 300 38 24.84
| 4 301 to 400 19 12.42
| 5 401 to 500 8 5.23
6 501 and above 11 7.19
Total 153 100.00

The data in Table 10 reveal that 50.32 per cent of the
agricultural information had upto 200 words, while 49.68 per cent of the
agricultural information had more than 200 words.

4.12 Percentage of difficult words in the agricultural information

According to Flesh (1960), the percentage of difficult words
in the text determines easy reading and comprehension. It was therefore,
felt necessary to study the number of difficult words in the agricultural
information so that the level of easy reading and comprehension of

agricultural information in ‘Lokmat’ newspaper under study could be



ascertained. The data regarding the percentage of difficult words in the
agricultural information as presented in Table 11.

Table 11. Percentage of difficult words in the agricultural
information appeared in leading ‘Marathi’ newspaper

‘Lokmat’ from Western Maharashtra

EI:; Percent difficult words Fr:e;];‘:) (:'le:: t;);‘nag(;izlllét;ral Per cent

1. ! Lessthan 1 per cent 2 1.31

2. | 1 per cent 2 1.31

3 2 per cent 5 3.27

4. | 3 percent 6 3.92

5. | 4 per cent 6 3.92

6. | 5 percent 8 5.23

7. | 6 per cent 23 15.03

8. | More than 6 per cent 101 66.01
Total 153 100.00

From the data in Table 11 we come to know that 66.01 per
cent of agricultural information had more than 6 per cent difficult words,
where as about one third (33.99 %) of agricultural information had less
than 6 per cent difficult words. A limit of difficult words should not
exceed 6 per cent (Sinnarkar, 1966) otherwise, difficulty in reading
Marathi text increases. As per standard laid down by Sinnarkar (1966), it
can be said that most of the agricultural information appeared was
difficult to read and understand. Perhaps, while writing the newspaper
editor and farm writers might have considered only urban readers as

consumer of their newspaper. This is what needs to be changed.
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Sinnarkar (1966) had recommended to use more number of simple words

it. It is not possible to write on farming subject by keeping the level of
difficult words upto six or less than six, because farm writer may have

faced difficulty in the organizing and presenting technical facts.
4.13 Percentage of technical words in the agricultural information

The data regarding the percentage of technical words in the

agricultural information is given in Table 12.

Table 12. Percentage of technical words in the agricultural
information appeared in leading ‘Marathi’ newspaper

‘Lokmat’ from Western Maharashtra

i:;: Percent technical words Fr;::;:) ?:]g t?::%;iiﬂgu)nﬂ Per cent

1. | Less than 1 per cent 66 43.14

2. | 1 percent 12 7.84

3. |2 percent 7 4.56

4. | 3 per cent 6 3.92

5. {4 percent 8 5.23

6. | 5 percent 8 5.23

7. | 6 per cent 15 9.80

8. | Above 6 per cent 31 20.28
o Total | 153 100.00
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From Table 12 we can conclude that 43.14 per cent farm

information published in the newspaper had less than one per cent
technical words. Where as about 37 per cent farm information published
in the newspaper had technical words between 1 to 6 per cent. And
remaining one fifth (20.28 %) farm information published had more than
six per cent technical words. It is difficult to write on technical matter
without using technical words. There is need to find out vernacular words

which can be used conveniently in farm writings meant for farmers.
4.14 Percentage of personal words in farm information

Personal words are mostly used in the feature writing to
make it lively and interesting. Use of personal word appeals to the reader.
The reader identifies himself with the situation described in the text or

information.

The data regarding percentage of personal words used in the

farm information is given in Table 13.
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Table 13. Percentage of personal words in the agricultural
information appeared in leading ‘Marathi’ newspaper

‘Lokmat’ from Western Maharashtra

;2'. Percent personal words Fr;a:;:) ?::Zt;fna%g:lllg;ml Per cent
1. { Utto 2 per cent 96 62.75
2. | 3 per cent 29 18.95
3. | 4 percent 10 6.53
B 4. | 5 percent 7 4.58
5. | 6 per cent 6 3.92
6. | 7to 10 per cent 5 3.27
Total 153 100.00

In present investigation only 7.19 per cent of farm
information had 6 per cent or more personal words. This indicates that
remaining text had less personal words and may be considered as less
appealing to readers. This may be due to lack of training on the part of
farm writers in reporting the farm information. The standard of six
personal references per 100 words is found as standard given by the
Flesh (1960). If percentage of personal words is less than six per cent, it

affects the readability of the text (Flesh, 1960).
4.15 Percentage of simple words in the agricultural information

The use of simple words is recommended by Flesh (1960)
for increasing readability of text. The data regarding the percentage of the

simple words in the agricultural information is given in Table 14.
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Table 14. Percentage of simple words in the agricultural

information appeared in leading Marathi newspaper

‘Lokmat’ from Western Maharashtra

;:;: Percent simple words Fr;a:;:) ?:Z t;):':%;i:;lg;ral Per cent
1. [ Upto 50 per cent 8 5.23
2. | 51 to 60 per cent 9 5.88
3. | 61 to 70 per cent 17 11.12
4. |71 to 80 per cent 31 33.33
5. | 81 and above 68 44.44

Total 153 100.00

From Table 14 we come to know that, only 5.23 per cent of

the farm information published in the newspaper had 50 per cent simple

words, while near about 97.77 per cent of the farm information had more

than 51 per cent simple words. This may be due to two reasons.

1.

Differential degree of difficulty in presenting and organizing the

technical matter on farming and

Lack of equivalent words used in local language and dialects for
the technical terms or words used in farm writings. If vernacular
words are used, it may be possible to use more number of simple

words to increase readability of farm information.

4.16 Length of sentence in the agricultural information

The average length of sentence is an important criteria of

determining readability of text (Taylor, 1957). If the sentence is too
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lengthy; low level literate, or neo-literate cannot understand it. Therefore

short sentences are recommended while writing for low level literates.

The data regarding the length of sentence i.e. words per

sentence in the farm information is given in Table 15.

Table 15. Length of sentences of the agricultural information
appeared in leading ‘Marathi’ newspaper ‘Lokmat’

from Western Maharashtra

Sr. Number of words per Frequency of agricultural Per cent
No. sentence information (N=153)
1. | Upto 8 words 15 9.80
2. 19to 11 words 32 20.92
3. | 12to 14 words 37 24.18
4. [ 15to 17 words 22 14.38
5. | 18 to 21 words 14 9.15
6. |22 to 25 words 12 7.84
7. |26 to 29 words 10 6.54
8. | 30 and above words 11 7.19
Total 153 100.00

From Table 15 it was observed that, 9.80 per cent of the
farm information had 8 words per sentence. According to Flesh (1960)
easy prose is often written in 8 words per sentence and such writing is
easy to read, while standard of 17 words per sentence is maintained in
only 14.38 per cent farm information. It was observed that about more
than two third (69.28 %) of farm information had sentences of less than
17 words. It indicates that two third of farm information published is read
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by readers without any difficuity. An average reader has no difficulty in

reading the sentences of 17 words. It was also observed that, difficulty in

reading and understanding the text goes on increasing as the number of

words per sentence exceeds 17 (Kaur and Mathur, 1979).

4.17 Number of sentences in the agricultural information

The data regarding the number of sentence in the

agricultural information is given in Table 16.

Table 16. Number of sentences in the agricultural information

appeared in leading Marathi newspaper ‘Lokmat’ from

Western Maharasthra
Sr. | Number of sentences in the | Frequency of agricultural Per cent
No. | agricultural information information (N=153)
1. |Upto10 38 24.85
2. (11t020 55 35.95
3. |21to30 39 25.49
4. | 31t040 18 11.76
5. |41 to 50 | 0.65
6. |51 and above 2 1.30
Total 153 100.00

Table 16 indicates that 60.80 per cent of farm information

had 20 sentences and remaining 39.20 per cent had more than 20

sentences.

The agricultural information may have meaningful and

readable text. The text preferably should be easy to read and comprehend
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for the low level literate. Lengthy agril information has low
communicability and low effectiveness (Caples 1977). In the present
study most of the farm information published in newspaper was in brief;

which may hamper the clarity and understanding of the ideas.

4.18 Percentage of simple, compound and complex sentences in

agricultural information

The data regarding the per cent of simple, compound and

complex sentences in presented in Table 17.

Table 17. Percentage of simple, compound and complex sentences

in the agricultural information appeared in leading

Marathi newspaper  ‘Lokmat’ from  Western
Maharashtra
Sr. | Percent Frequency of agricultural information with
No. | sentences Simple Per |{Compound| Per | Complex | Per
sentences cent | sentences cent | sentences | cent
(N=153) (N=153) (N=153)
1. | Upto 10 -- -- 44 28.76 94 61.44
2. | 11t020 -- -- 32 20.92 38 24.84
3. 121t030 18 11.76 20 13.07 12 7.84
4. |31to40 13 8.50 18 11.76 6 3.92
5. | 41to 50 15 9.80 5 3.27 3 1.96
6. |51t060 16 10.45 13 8.50 -- -
7. 161to70 14 9.15 15 9.80 -- --
8. |71t0 80 21 13.73 3 1.96 -~ --
9. | 81t090 32 20.92 3 1.96 -- -
10. | 91 to 100 24 15.69 - - - --
Total 153 100.00 153 100.00 153 100.00
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From the data in Table 17 it was observed that, 30.06 per
cent of the farm information had less than 50 per cent simple sentences in

text.

The data also reveal that, about three fourth (77.78 %) of the
farm information had compound sentences upto 50 per cent and
remaining one-fourth had more than 50 per cent compound sentences
in it.

From above data in Table 17 we also come to know that, all
(100 %) of the farm information had complex sentences upto 50 per cent.

Flesh (1960) recommended the use of simple sentences in the text for

easy reading.

4.19 Number of sentences in heading, lead and body of the

agricultural information

The data regarding the number of sentences in heading, lead

and body is given in Table 18.
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Table 18. Number of sentences in heading, lead and body of the
agricultural information appeared in leading ‘Marathy’
newspaper ‘Lokmat’ from Western Maharashtra.

Sr. Sentences in the agricultural Frequency of
No. information . agncultur?l Per cent
information (N-153)
1. | Heading with one sentence 153 100
2. | Heading with more sentence -- --
Total 153 100.00
3. | Lead with one sentence 16 10.46
4. | Lead with more sentence 77 50.33
Total 93 60.79
5. | Upto 5 sentence in body 6 3.92
6. | 6to 10 sentence in body 48 31.37
7. 111 to 15 sentence in body 29 18.95
8. | 16 to 20 sentence in body 27 17.65
9. 121 and above sentences in body 38 24 .84
Total 148 96.73

The data in the Table 18 indicate that, all (100 %) the

agricultural information had one sentence in the heading. The heading is

at the top of the agricultural information and it is first read by the readers.

It conveys the essence of the information and therefore, editors try to

present brief headings ie. in one sentence. The heading raises the

questions like how, when, what, why and where in the mind of the

readers and the same are answered by the lead, therefore information

with the lead is generally advocated. Generally heading is supported by
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lead. More than 60 per cent of the information had lead in the present

investigation.

Near about eleven per cent of agricultural information had
lead with one sentence and 50.33 per cent of the agricultural information
had lead more than one sentence. The lead clarifies the questions raised
by the heading. The lead has to be short which would facilitate easy

reading and comprehension of the text.

About the number of sentences in the body, 35.29 per cent
of the agricultural information had 1 to 10 sentences in the body and
remaining had more than ten sentences in the body. It again indicates

that, agricultural information published was very large.
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5. SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

5.1 Summary

It has been said that, the treasures of knowledge remains
unexplored until they get transferred to the ultimate users. In the modern
age of communication, we have now reached a standpoint of no option,
but with a single motto “Publish or perish”. That too for an ever-
increasing literate population, smooth transfer of message can be easily
and effectively achieved through print media. Therefore, newspaper is
regarded as one of the important sources of information for variety of
people on various subjects. Along with non-agricultural information,
agricultural information is also published and read by the farmers and
rural people. Considering the literacy level and consumption of
newspaper as a source of information by the farmers, it was felt
necessary to study the qualitative and quantitative aspects of farm
information published in Marathi newspapers, to make it more useful and
relevant to its readers. The present investigation was conducted with the

following objectives :

1. To study the location and space covered by the agricultural

mformation.

2. To identify the different types and forms of presentation of

agricultural information.



3.  To study the contents of the agricultural information.

4. To study the textural characteristics of agricultural information

appeared in ‘Lokmat’.

A leading ‘Marathi’ newspaper ‘Lokmat’ published in
western Maharashtra was taken for the study. Ten per cent issues of the
selected newspaper for the year 2004 were scrutinized. The contents of
‘Lokmat’ daily newspaper were categorised into non agricultural
information, agricultural information and advertisements. The farm
information in the selected issues of ‘Lokmat’ newspaper, was studied by

keeping in view the following parameters.

1. Space covered

2. Subjects covered

3.  Forms of presentation

4.  Location in the newspaper

5. Presence of heading, types of heading, lead, body and

illustrations
6.  Types of illustrations
7. Number of words

8. Percent difficult words, technical words, personal words and

simple words.

9. Length of sentence



74

10.  Number of sentences
11.  Percentage of simple, compound and complex sentences
12.  Number of sentences in heading, lead and body.

The information was grouped and presented into meaningful
tables. The data was subjected to frequencies and percentage for drawing

comparisons and conclusions.
5.2 Conclusions

The results of the present investigation are concluded as

follows :
A. Information about space covered in the newspaper

1 The agricultural information occupied meagre (3.22 %)
space in leading Marathi newspaper under study, while non-
agricultural information occupied more than two third
(68..66 %) space.

ii.  Regarding advertisements, the agricultural advertisements
occupied very little space i.e. 0.83 per cent, while the non-

agricultural advertisements covered 27.29 per cent space.
B.  Types of agricultural information

i. The types of the agricultural information like ‘agricultural

crops, farm operations and other topics’ was ranked first,
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while the information on agricultural outlook was on second

rank.

The information on general agriculture ranked third which
comprised of agricultural demands, agitation and calls,

Agricultural Social life and tensions etc.

The information on dairy and animal husbandry had low

coverage.

The information on agricultural research and education,

agricultural planning and progress were covered rarely.

Forms of presentation

il

11i.

iv.

More than half of the farm information was presented in the

form of news story.

The information on weather forecast, marketing of farm
commodities and farm article on crop, animal, etc. were
regular agricultural features of the newspaper which ranked

second.

Letters to the editor on farming, editorials on farming and

photo news on farming were the other forms of presentation.

Among the agricultural information, the news story occupied
the highest space followed by the regular agricultural
features.
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v.  No specific pattern was observed regarding the type of
agricultural information and the form of presentation, but
news stories of regular agricultural features were most
commonly used for presenting information about agricultural

crops, farm operations and other topics.

Location and placement of agricultural information on various

pages of newspaper

Most of the agricultural information (84.33 %) was on page
number 1, 2,4, 5, 6, 11 and 14.

About 16 per cent of agricultural information was appeared on
page number 7, 9, 10, 12 and 13. The last and the

supplementary pages had no agricultural information.

On the other hand the right side pages had 50.98 per cent of farm
information, while the left side pages had 49.02 per cent of the

farm information.
Types of heading in agricultural information

The heading of agricultural information was mostly cross line and

pyramid.

Other types of heading like flush left, kicker, hanging indention

and reverse kicker were also found.
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Information about heading, lead, body and illustrations

Most of the farm information was with heading and body. In more
than 60 per cent cases lead was present. Whereas most of the

(75.16 %) farm information was without illustrations.

Among illustrations used, photographs were most commonly used.
About 68 per cent illustrations were the colour photographs, while
remaining 32 per cent were black and white photographs.

Information about number of words, per cent of simple,
difficult, technical and personal words in the agricultural

information

The size of farm information was up to 200 words in 50.32 per

cent of farm information.

Most of the farm information had more than six per cent difficult

words,

Majority (79.72 %) of farm information had technical words
between 1 to 6 per cent.

More than 62 per cent of farm information had less than 2 per cent

personal words.

Information about length and number of sentences in

agricultural information

More than 69 per cent of farm information had average length of

sentence from 8 to 17 words per sentence.
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About 61 per cent of farm information was with 10 to 20

sentences.

Information about percentage of simple compound and

complex sentences

About 70 per cent of farm information had more than 50 per cent

simple sentences.

Large majority of the agricultural information had less than 50 per

cent compound and complex sentences.

Most of the farm information had one sentence in the heading, but
only 10.46 per cent of farm information had one sentence in the

lead. About 54 per cent farm information had upto 15 sentences in
the body.

Implications

Even with the growth of electronic mail, the traditional print

news media still dominates the alternative communication medium in

agricultural sector. Newspaper is widely read and valued among the

people. Thus, the importance of newspaper need not to be emphasized.

As per the objectives, the findings of study pinpoints certain facts vividly

that will provide certain guidelines in tailoring of agricultural information

appeared in leading Marathi newspaper ‘Lokmat’. The results of the

study would provide guideline to the editors, news reporters, extension

workers, while editing, reporting farm matters and while writing on farm

matters for the benefit of the farmers. The findings will be also useful for
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those who wish to take up further studies concerning content analysis of
agricultural information published in the newspaper. These findings are
preliminary and will be helpful in developing readable printed material
for farmer readers. It will also help for improving quality of printed farm
material. On the basis of findings of the study, the following implications

are drawn.
A. For planners

1. It is necessary to make efforts for providing additional space for

the agricultural information in the newspapers.

2. Important agricultural events, functions should be announced well

in advance. Timely information should be given in the newspapers.

3. Agricultural information should be presented in the simple form to

make it easy to read and understand.

4.  Use of simple and bold letters, more number of simple words and
sentences is necessary in the text while writing for easy

understanding and reading.

5. Use of different forms of presentation and contents for knowing

different agricultural information is needed.

6. Supporting the agricultural information with different types of

illustrations will do better.
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For researchers

Separate studies need to be conducted regarding major
components like content, illustration, advertisements and other

related aspects.

Farm information published in daily, weekly, bimonthly and

magazines need to be studied in respect of its contents.

Content analysis of farm information published in local and

regional newspapers need to be carried out.

To arrive at sound generalization, similar types of studies may be
conducted by considering several newspapers published in

different languages from the country.

Studies on relevancy and readability of the farm information
published in the newspaper as perceived by the literate farmers

may be carried out to make the farm information more effective.
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c. Farm article weekly (Sheti wadi)
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Letter to the editor on farm article
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5.

Photo news on farming
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6. Agricultural advertisement
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7. Non-agricultural advertisement
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APPENDIX - II
Types of Headings

Pyramid

This head steps down with successively longer lines. It

contains two or three lines e.g.

3T HIBYATER
pettael fefaofi= am

Inverted Pyramid
This head with two or three lines steps down with

successively shorter lines e.g.

AT it 3cured g fAaia
1 Y ATQUAT=! IR
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Flush left
Every lines starts from the flush left. This style at the

head is easier to work more easily with them e.g.

ENIR CNIGRE)
TTHI0T I I

Cross line

This head is a single line of types and flus left e.g.

FHIATAT 3ATEATd AT g

Flush head

It must fill the column so it is flush left and right e.g.

F T T[S HR

SYTIIISTT TR -INE TaR




6. Kicker
A single line above the main head produces kicker,
which adds a new thought but does not repeat the
words or information in the lines below. This line
usually is in type approximately one-third to one-half

the size of main head under lined e.g.

FASR IdHI= HE 2 ¢ TFRIgHa |

e “fafzran” o s |

7. Reverse kicker

A single line below the main head produces the
reverse kicker, which adds a new though but dose not
repeats words or information in the lines above. This line
usually is in type approximately one-third to one half the

size of main head and udner-lined e.g.

RAT TMehes FTel
RIS 3T ShHI fEHiIuars o




APPENDIX - III

Types of illustration used in agricultural information

Photo graph (B & W)
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APPENDIX - IV

Cover page of newspaper
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Maharashtra (Space measured in column centimeter)

APPENDIX -V

Content analysis of agricultural information in selected leading Marathi newspaper ‘Lokmat’ from Western

Sr. | Date of publication Total Non-agricultural Advertisements
No. number of information
pages
Total space % Non - agricultural Agricultural
Total space % Total space %
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
Agricultural News From of presentation
Location | Quarter | Title of Total % News | Regular | Letter editor Farm Photo Editorial Any
page No. of the news space story farm on farm article news other
page column information
10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21

01



Types of heading

Lead

Flush Pyramid Flush Inverted Cross Hanging | Kicker Reverse Any Present | Absent
left head pyramid line indentio kicker other
n
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32
Words used in the agricultural news Size of the farm news
Difficult words Technical words Personal words Simple words (total number of words
in news 36+40+44+48)
jun . o =3 s . 3] = o e W =3 . Y w ~3
) o) < ) Q =] Q@ o ) Q o o) <
B|B|&| B |B|Aa|&| E |B|B|&| B |B| & |& B
A B|C|A+B+C| A | b | C |atbtc| D | E F | dte+f | d E f d+e+f
33134135 36 3713839 40 41 ) 42 | 43 44 45 | 46 | 47 48 49

€01



Sentences used in agricultural news

Simple sentences

Compound sentences

Complex sentences

Total No. of words

Total No. of sentences

in news in news
Head Lead Body | Total Head Lead Body Total Head Lead Body Total
=3 = = i~ =3 =3 = = =3 = = =
g2 Ilg g |@ g |a o |4 o |2 o e o |2 o |2 g 2 o |2 < |2
JEH ER B BB RN BB R EH B EH
SRelilBelfBaliEaliBalilBalifald BalidBaliEaliBals Ba
Sle 2% |85 [&]@ |&]¢ |2[F |[8® [&]¢ |8 |58 |&]¢ | &
50| 51 | 52[ 53 | 54| 55 | 56| 57 | 58| 59 { 60} 61 | 62/ 63 | 64 | 65 | 66| 67 | 68 69 | 70| 71 | 72 | 73 74 75
Illustration used in agricultural news
Illustration Space Descri Types of illustrations in agricultural news
occupied pté?n
Nil | One | More by illustr- Photograph Drawing Cartoon Graph Chart Any other
illustration .
ation
Colour | B&W | Colour | B&W | Colour | B&W | Colour | B&W | Colour | B&W | Colour | B&W
76 | 77 78 79 80 81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 92

v01
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