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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

India is an agricultural country where agriculture is
an industry of great national importance, The majority of the
population depends on the fruits of the good earth for 1its
livelihood. 1Indian farmers, in general, unlike their counter-
parts in other countries, are the poorest of the lot. Agricul-
tural out-put in India fluectuates according to the vagaries of
the nature, The natural hazards of farming in India are well-
knowne (The Indian farmer is assisted by the number of localis-
ed village artisans (caste groups) in running the agricultural
occupation which is the basic industry of the rural India.These
localised caste groups in villagpa have & traditional assocla-
tion with the farmers and occupy & particular position in the
local hierarchy of castes. Most of the village castes are -
artisans and traditionally associated with such functions which
serve the needs of farmers as well as of other village popula-
tion and for which return is a payment in kind at the time of
the annual harvest. This system is known as "Baluta system")The
services and duties which the Balutedars perform for farmers
and payments received by them are traditicnally regulated by a
socic-economic system known as "Baluta system". It 18 known as

a Jajmani system in Northern Indisa,

The cultivators and Balutedars are interacting, inter-

dependent and mutually assisting as well as mutually adjustible.



In the face of co=cperation and co-ordination among them, they
contribute thelr share towards building up of the village -

eeononmy.

There was harmoney and decorum among the villagers. The
mutual trust between the farmers and Balutedars was significant
factor in effective working of the system, The Balutedars used
to be busy with their entrusted duties throughout the year with
varying proportion, (Dnring the sowing and harvesting seasons
these artisans have got to devote their nights and days together
just to respond to the pressing needs of the farmers. In return
for their services the farmers were handing some share of their
harvest in proportion to their work and yield of the crop. This

eompensation was characterised by the bargain,

Much of the credit of evolving this system goes to the
caste, the structure of which is fundamentally a labour -
structure, a system of inter-related services originating in

speclalized groups and traditionalized in a religious matrix.

(fburing the British rule and particularly after indepen-
dance the changes that were brought about in the means of commu-
nications, educational facilities and administrative laws, have
atfeetéd this institution to a great extent., The work done by
saints and social reformers during this period should also be
taken into account while explaining its present degenerated -
stage, More than anything else, the competitive economy brought
by these people undermined the functional basis of Baluta cyctofa



Hindu reformers falled to make any head way against the
caste system which gave rise to Baluta system because it was
mooted in the economy of India and only & change in the economy
could bring about a change in the soeisal structure.} The eco-
nomic system was stabilized at a low level based upon more or
less self suffiéient village economy which combined agriculture
and handi-crafts. Production was on & small scale and for con-
sumption rather than for exchange, Everything moved in well
worn grooves fixed by custom. It was precapitalist economy -
whose static guality could have been altered only by expanding
a dynamic market for exchange of commodities, It is clear that
the localized economy 18 one of the major pilllars of the caste

structure which is based upon division of labour,

( Sub-divided and fragmented holdings, which is a peculiar
characteristic of Indian agriculture, had to bear rapidly -
increasing burden of population, Our food production is not
able to keep pace with this increasing population, At the same
time, needs of the rural population are slowly increasing. Due
te low agricultural production, farmers do not afford to pay
satisfactory remuneration to the Balutedars and as a result
they are not getting adequate income from their <traditionsl
occupations to maintain their families.)Naturally, Balutedars
are forced by the eircumstances to migrate to the towns and -

eities in search of employment, Not'enly artisans are migrating,

l. Bose, N.K. Ed, Selection from Gandhi, dhamdabad Navajivan,
pP. 234,



but several members from the cultivator families are also
migrating to the cities. These tendancies and movements have
worsened the economic structure of the village community. -
This has also resulted into the disintegration of the rural
1ife in general and the Baluta system in particular, This
has affected directly and indirectly the agrioultural produ-
etion and the village life has been disturbed.

As Cox points out, "S§till we find the traces of that
system in Indian village under .the name ‘dajmani system' or
‘Balutedari system', The chief economic significance of the
system is that, it fixes absolutely the supply of any kind
of labour, the scope given for competetion thus becomes limit-
ed and consequently the law of demand and supply 1s rendered
inoperative or opressive in its eperation.g When any change
takes place in economic world the labour is unable to adjust
itself, Wages and prices have very often to be regulated by

eustom or some other artificial measures,

Qpalutedars form the bulk of the nen-agricultural popu-
lation in the village. The Balutedars have played vital role
for the by-gone decades. A few decades ago, the village -
community was & compact one and the village life was smooth
and was characterised by the high degree of integrity and so

slso self-suffieciency. However, many changes have taken place

2. Cox, 0.C. ~ Caste, Class and Race, New York: Doubleday ,
19568, p.62.



in recent years in their hereditary occupation., There is an
ntter stagnancy in the village economy, resulting in many
unwanted problematic conditions, The deterioration in the
economic structure is so vigorous that the system 1= on way
to be wounded up at many phases or dwindling, This has bear-
ing on social structure of village community. The social and

ecorfomic integrity becomes more and more loose by the passage
of t:lne.)
purpose of the Study

There is & sufficient reason to believe that se¢ call-
ed static economy of our villages and of the c¢aste structure
have for a considerable period been affected by a more dynamie
ecenomy along with other factors of change desceribed above.
Balutedars are mostly the village artisans and they play the
vital role in villago life by performing certain services -
according to their hereditary occupation but they are not able
to find full time employment within the village, A4s also due
to the vagaries of nature there has been uncertainity in agri-
cultural produetion., Further, due to increasing pressure of
population the small holdings do not keep sufficient margin to
the cultivators. As a result people from rural areas are migrat-
ing to the cities and towns in search of employment disintegrat-
ing the Baluta system in particular and village social system in
general, This has a great influence on the.agricultural produ-

etion, How far these factors of change have made head-way in



degenerating this age o0ld system and effecting sccial, econo-
mic and political changes, is certainly a topic of an intere-
sting study.

Various Balutedars in villages of Maharashtra were
once back~-bone of the agricultural production., Baluta system
ags a whole was playing very effective role in the village,
Any étndy of such & social system, therefore, will add -
substantially to this faetusal information.

- It was, therefore, intended to study Baluta system
which is based on the institution of caste- with a view to
find out the social changes in Baluta system in respect of
its position and role in rural society and causes of 1ts
deterioration. To put it briefly, 1t is intended to test
the hypothesis that, the old Baluta system in rursal Maharashtra
has undergone a social change in respect of the traditional
occupation, economic condition and social status of the BRalu-

tedars,
he preci obijectives of the st a H

(1) To study the present position of the Balutedars with
their characteristics to asses perscnal and family background.

(2) To study the causes which have led to the deteriora-
tion of the Baluta system,

(3) To study their opinions and attitudes regarding their
traditional oecupation.



(4) To study socio-economic status of the Balutedars.

Sco of the 8tu

The present study is an attempt to bring out sonme
factual information regarding the present positional, occupa-
tional and other diversities of Balutedar system. The informa~
tion may in a way, be & little addition to the every day -
expanding knowledge about the rural life in India,

The subjects for this study were chosen from the Balu-
tedar castes in the Patan taluka of Satara district in Maha
rashtra State., It 1s, therefore, imperative that the genera-
lisations reached in this study are limited to that region only.
The application of the findings on a wider scale may not nece-
ssarily be correct in view of the wider variations offered by
environmental, economic, social and other factors all along

the length and breadth of the countrye.






CHAPTER 1I

REVIEW OF LITERATURE

Baluta system is fundamentally based on the caste system,
Caste is such a remarkable feature of Indian Society that it~
never fails to attract attention of every-body. A brief review
of the avallable literature on the subject is taken in this
Chapter./ For the sake of convenience the review has been given

under the following heads 3

(a) General

(b) Caste hierarchy.

(¢) Classification of Balutedars.
(a) Bducation.

(e) Occupation and income.

(f) Baluta payment.

(B) Changes in the caste occupation,

(a) General :°

A sociologist would define caste as a hereditary, -
endogenous, usually localised group having a traditional associae
tion with an occupation and particular position in the 1local -
hierarchy of castes., Shrinivasl points out that the varna model
has been the cause of misinterpretation of the realities of the

caste system. A point that has emerged from recent field -

1, Shrinivas, M,N, Caste in Modern India., A4sia Publishing
House, Bombay, 1’&, PP. 63, 64, 67.



regsearch is that the position of a caste in the hierarchy is
nebulens here and there and that castéé;re mobile over a
period of time but the hierarchy is also to some extent -

local, The varna scheme offers a perfect contrast to this

picture.

Desa12 observed that caste determined the functioning
status, the available opportunities as well as the hahdieaps
for an individual. Caste differences even determined the -
differences in the modes of domestic and social life, type of
houses and cultural patterns of the people, which were found
in the rural area., Even land ownership existed frequently on
caste lines, Due to number of reasons, administrative -
functions had also been divided according to castes,especially
in the rural area, Caste has further determined the pattern

of complicated religious and secular culture of people,

The i1deas about the necessary complement of hereditary
servants are known to have been nebulous even in the begining
of the 19th century when old system and the scheme of village
life was more or less intact, The wonder of wonder is that
the 'Baluta system! has continued to exist even to the extent
revealed by our investigation. This 1s in some measure due to
the caste system. To the extent that the 'Baluta system' fitt-
ed in which the old world technology of production and system
of communication, its support is dwindling and without being a

2. Desal, A,R. Rural Sociology in India. The Indian Socciety

of Agricultural Economics, Bombay, 1961,



prophet one may conclude that it will soon disappear, not

withoit leaving a void.3

\/Brensteiri4 observed in his study of a village in -
Maharashtra that one of the most important factors which help-
ed to bring about village unity was the traditional economy ,
the Baluta system, The system consisted of the provision of
stipulated goods and services by villagers for other -
villagers. They defined goods and services which were given in
whatever amounts were needed and were paid for at a constant
rate, a rough percentage of the crop when it was harvested ,
irrespective of year-to-year variations in the amount of goods
and services received, He further observed that there were -
twelve groups operating in the Baluta system - "para bal ",
In fact this was customary number used in connection with Balu-

tedars, In some villages there are more than twelve and in

some others less,

Mann® observed that most of the village servants are
still to be found in the village working for the people and -
termed as Balutedars and the system prevailing called as Baluta

3. Ghurye, G.S. After a century and a guarter (Lonikand then
and now), Popular Book Depot. Lamigton Road, Bombay 7,1960,

PPe XXXIX~ XLe.

4, Orenstein Henry, GAON (Conflict and Cohesion in an Indian
village), Princeton University Press, Princeton, New Jersey,

1966, p. 204.

8. Mann, Harold H, and N.V. Kanitkar., Land and Labour in & -~
Deccan Village. Humphre Milford, Oxford University Press ,
London, Bembay; 1921, pp. 57, 107,
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system, In accordance with the system prevailing throughout the
Deccany all the non-ifaratha population except the Marwari con-
sist of those who are in & more or less in & complete sense -~
village servants, who are entitled to some share in the crops

grown for services rendered to the people of the village,

Ghurye® 1in his study of Lonikand village in Poona Dist.,
has stated that the 0ld system of providing technical and -
special services for the efficient running of village 1l1life -
through hereditary officers and servants with their rent free
land and seasonal and occasional right of perquisites in kind
was dependent on a number of hereditary officers and hereditary
servants, These were variously named in the different parts of
the country, Whereas they were known as "Balutas" and termed in
a slightly modified form as "Balouta® occurs in the 13th century.
In Punjab, we understand they are termed, *Lagis', The existance
of these hereditary servants is found in the 1llth to the 15th
ecentury inscription of south India, *‘Kanachigaras, Panimakkal or
'Gramaparikara’, The last term is compounded of two Sanskrit
words 'Grama' meaning village 'Parikara, meaning retinue and

thus significantly expressivs,

The traditional !'Bara_ balute', twelve hereditary -
officials and servants,were noted by many before this and Grand
Duff stated that the complete village establishment consisted of
besides Patel, Kulkarni and Chaugule twenty four persons called

the Bara Balutay and Bara Alowtay.

6s Op.cit. pp. XXVIII ~ XXIX



Both Grand Duff and Goodine have 1listed the 24
artisans and craftmen and officers - headman, accountant ,
black-smith, carpenter, potter, washerman, barbor,‘ watchman
and crops guard. Appadarai adds priest, astrologer, doctor and
goldsmith te his list as being "not so common®, We may conclude
that the usual number of hereditary servants in a village is

not definite,

Beidelman’ in his comparative analysis of the Jajmani
system mentioned ?hat the services, duties and payments which
the various castes performed for one another were regulated by
a soclio-economic system known as the Jajmani gystem. He has
approached the problem by analyzing the Jajmanl system in terams
of the two participants of the system, the Jajhan and Kamin.The
Jajman being the participant receiving certain services, the
Kamin the one rendering these services, He has considered the

means available to the Kamin and Jajman for asserting and main-

taining roles,

Thus caste fundamentally determines the functional -
basis in the villages,of Maharashtra, Therefore, it will be
interesting to go through the observations made by various -
writers about social, educational, occupational and economic -

1life of such castew and Balutedars,

(b) Caste Hierarchy 3
Any society must distribute its individuals in the

7. Beidleman Thomas €. A Comparative Analysis of the Jajmani

Systea. Augustin Ineorporated, Locust Valley, New York, p.l.



positions of its sociasl structure and induce them to perform
the duties as per their position. Mujumdar® gave hierarchial

grouping of the fifteen castes in village Mohana &8 below 3

(A) Brahmin Thakur

(B) Ahir Kurmi
Gdaria

Lohar Barhai

Kumbhar
Nai
Kathik
Kalwar

(C) Parsi Dhobi
Chamar
Bhaksor

Dabog stated that the organization of the Hindu castes
and their relative positions in the traditional hierarchy -

require a detailed and careful examination. From the point of

8, Mujumdar, D.N. *Caste and Communication in an Indian Village'®.

Asia Publishing House, Bombay, 1958, p.20,
9, Dube, 8,C, ]Jndian age, Routledge and Kegan Paul Ltd,
London, 1956, pp«36+37,
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view of caste superiority the different castes in Shamipet in
Andhra Pradesh may be grouped in the following order 3

Brahmin (Priests)

Komti
(Traders)

Occupation Ca 8

ricultur ’

workers and aboure
Kapu~Reddi Kummari Golla
(Agriculturists) (Potters) (Shephards)

Kapu-Muttarasi

(Agriculturists)
Sale Gaondla
(VWeavers) (Toddy-tappers)
Sakalil Mangali
(Washermen) (Barbers)
Vadar Erkala Pichlaa- Kuntla

(Stone workers)

Orensteinl®

(Hunter and
Mat Makers)

Untouchabhle castes

Mala
Madiga

(Minstrels narrat-
ing caste and clan
legends)

ranked the castes in the village (Gaon) in

Naharashtra State, based both on general caste ratings by -

informants and assertions made by large numbers of particular

individuals ags to the castes with which they would not interdine

and which were in other respects polluting to them.

This 1is

10, Orenstein Henry,

22. ﬂ_. Pp ® m‘ 1490



given in the following chart, The numbering within each group
gives the order within that group.

Chart : (Caste rank in Gaon (Village).

I. Brahman I1I. Low castes
A) Muslim
II. High castes
Vasherman

1, (a) Maratha
Watchman

(b) Temple priest
2. Goldsmith

B) Basket-maker.

3. Potter; Rajputy 1V, Untouchables
Water carrier l. Leather worker
4, Barber 2. Secavenger
6. Blacksmith 3. Rope-maker
11

Karve and Dandekar
the function and status of the caste prevailing in the Maha-

made grouping of castes based on

raghtra which is given in following chart,

11, Karve, Irawati and Dandekar, V.M.Anthropometric Measure-
ments of Maharashtra. Deccan College Post-Graduate -

Research Institute, Poona, 1961, pp.l6~1§,
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Group I Group 111
All Brahmins A, Agriculturists

Be Harkqt Gardeners

Group 1] - Artisans

Phulmalis.
Ao Goldsmith. C. Premitive agrioculturists
Coppersmith. Kunbi
Be. Tailor Koli
Weaver
roup IV
Dyer ‘
Oilpresser (Tell) Mang
Bhandari Mahar
C. Barber Chambhayr
Washerman
Group V -~ Fishermen
Burud -
Gurav Group VI (Primitive people or

Dependent hunters)

Bhil ) Varli ’ Malhar Koli Y
Thakur, Gond, etc,

shriniwasl? gtated that the position which each caste
occupies in the local hierarchy is frequently not clear, It is
true, however, that in most areas of the country Brahmins are
placed at the top and the untouchables at the bottom, and most
people know who are the Brahmins and who the untpuchables.

12, Shrinives, M,N, ‘Caste in Modern India‘', Asia Publishing
House, Bombay, 1962, p.66.
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(e) Classification of Balutedars 3

(jIn some of the past studles, research workers have
observed certain classes of Balutedars on the basis of the
role of their traditional occupations in agriculture and in
8 village 1ife. Three classes or lines of Balutedars are
given by Atre 13 They are ~ (1) First-line, (2) Second line
and (3) Third line, Sutar, Lohar, Chambhar and Mahar are
supposed to be more essential Balutedars and hence they are
included in the ‘first line'; Kumbhar, Mang, Parit and Nhavi
had got secondary importance and are placed in the 'second
line' while Brahmin, Joshi, Mulana, Gurao, Koli and others
are least essential in agriculture and were grouped in a -

'third line', )

Saprel4 found that there were only 18 types of
Balutedars in a village Kasbe Sukene in Nasik Distriet during
193940, All of them were not artisans, In fact these -

Balutedars could be classied as =

(1) Those who were skilled artisans like carpenters,
eobblers and gp‘fpotters. )

(2) Those who offered specialized services likelyﬁg/
barbers and Shﬁ washerman, the entertainers and

(3) Those who assisted the village administrative -

officers,

18, Atre, T.N. ‘'Gaon Qad‘-'o H.V.Mote Prakashan, Bombay, 1969,
pe2l.

14, Cp.cit. Pe23.



This last class had miscellaneous revenue and police duties

to perform and consisted Mahars, Koli (Jaglysa), etec.

(a) Bducation 3

It is well known that ideas of untouchability and polu~
tion prevented many lower castes from attending schools, There
used to be a separate seating arrangement for low ecaste -
children in the school. Though conditions are changed now this
has resulted in differention in educational achievements of
higher and lower castes, Lewisls obgerved in his study of -
North Indian village that the conditions had changed. Children
of all castes attended school and there was no descrimination

or segregation in seating arrangements,

Higher castes still dominate the lower castes in -
respect of educational achievements, but there are winds of
change, The competition is steadily increasing., Sivertson 16
observed in his study of South Indian village that formerly -
only Brahmins were educationally qualified for salaried jobs,
but now many non-Brahmins tco have received education and are

qualified to compete with Brahmins for sslaried employment., He

15, Lewis, Oscar, "Peseant Culture in India and Mexicoi. A
comparative analysis", Village India- Ed. by Makim Marriott.
University of Chicago Press, Chicago, 1966, p. 151.

16, 8ivertson, D. When caste Barriers Fall, Universitels
Forlaget, George Allen & Unwin Ltd Norway - 1963, p. 53.



has reported the educational difference between castes by

dividing them into four groups,

Table 'A' : Educational Differences between Castes.

Sr.: Name of the ] Education ]
No.: group s None iPrimary sMiddle or : Total

3 3 H $ _Higher 3
1. Brahmin 21 17 14 52
2, Herdsman 25 13 5 43
3., Infantry 323 69 1l 393
4, Pallil Infantry 76 16 1 23

The teble 'A' shows very_low proportion of individuals
from Non-Brahmin castes in middle or higher educational cate-
gOTY e

Mujumdarl? is of the opinion that low caste boy receives
better training for life than the high caste boy. In the school,
it 13 seen that the low caste boys are more competent because
they are hard working. vFurther, he states that low caste -
ehildren though 1nte}(:gent and hard working, suffer from an
interiority eemplex and though they play with the caste children

=~
and gull exist between the two groups,

17. Mujumdar, D.N. Caste and Communicatiocn in an Indisn Village.

Asia Publishing House, Bombay, 1958, p.79,.
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Desail® s, however, of the view that easte largely
determines the attitude of rural man towards education and

even fixed nature of education he intends to receive.

Chauhanl® stated that agriculturist needed the services
of other castes for obtaining pro@ucer'a goods and consumer's
good, the former assisting the process of production of wealth
and latter facilitating the normal domestlc needs of the culti-
vators, Agriculturist as producers had more or less simllar
needs. They got fulfilled by the artisans and the servers. As
consumers, however, the agriculturist did not belong to a
single homogenous group. Thelr consumption patterns - varied
from caste to caste and from one economy to the other as such
there were greater variation among services rendered by arti.
sans and servers to their Jajmans as final consumers of their
services than to the Jajmans as producers, Further, he had
mentioned the functions of all artisan castes and other—castos
in the village, The traditional occupation of those different
castes were same as they are found in Maharashtra, (Ho found
that, Sutar, Lohar, Chamar, Kumbhar, Darzi, Nai, Bhangi, Dhobi,
and Khatik were the important artisans and menials who render-
ed thelr services for the farmers on payment in kind at the

time of harvesting[)

18, Desal, A.R. Rural India in Transition. Popular Book Depot,
BOEbaY, 1961, Pe 27

19. Chauhan, Brij Raj, A Rajstani Village. Vir Publishing Hodse,
New Delhi, PPe 98-97,
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KarveZ0 reported that the 'Harijan' (untouchable)
castes in rural ares were mostly working as unskilled farm
labourers which formed their main occupation. However, 1hsene
from this was not sufficient due to seascnal work on the -
fields. This forced them to migrate to cities and seek employ-

ment during off season.

Dub08{>/observed that, in the past few decades the
occupational characteristics of caste had undergone some modi-
fications, In place of their traditional occupation people

had started accepting other voeations,

Offering his view on the study of a Tanjore Village
Kumbhapetti Gough®® said that Brahmin owned 2/3rd of land
and their eomparative wealth and traditions of scholarship

would give them advantage over thé other castes,

Iathnrzs observed in his study of Malva village that
every caste was traditionally associated with certain occupa-
tion which was considered to be the traditional occupation of

the caste. Most of the recent writers on caste in India have

20, Karve, Irawati, Hindu Society : An_Interpretation. Deccan
College Post-Graduate and Research Institute, Poona, 1961,

Pp. 156, 167,

21, Dube, 8.C., Indian Villages., Routldge and Kegan Paul Ltd.
London, 1966, p.7e

22, Gough, Kathelen, Asgpects of Caste in South Indis, Ceylone
and North West Pakistan, Ed.by Leach E.R. Cambridge Univer-
sity Press, 1960, p.38.

23, Mathur, K.S. Caste and Ritual in Malva Village. Asia
' Publishing House, Bombay, 1966,



recognised this caste occupation link.

Lewis and Barnaum®4 studied Jajmani system and report-
ed that 150 households in Rampura village having 12 caste -
groups interrelated by the co-operative economic system. 78
Jats, 15 Brahmins, 20 Camars, 10 Bhangis, 7 Kumbhars, § Jhinwars
(water carrier), 4 Dhobis, 4 Khatis (carpenter), 8 Nais, 2
Chapris (Caliea printa), 1 Lohar and 1 Baniya, The authors
studied these castes with reference to their interrelationship,
type of services offered and rights earned as a result of the
services rendered, The traditional system of caste, interdepen-
dence under which certain artisans and occupational castes -
attach themselves to the families of agricultumst was still
there. But the attached labourers of untouchable castes were
showing discontent, The traditional arrangements involving the
barter of occupational services between artisan castes too now
gradually breaking down and was giving place to a basis of cash
payment. Similar observations were also made by Dube<b regard-
ing the "Balutedari system".

Rowe26 observed that - many of the basic features of -

traditional economy remain to-day despite the various changes

24, Lewis, Oscar and Barnaum, Victor, The Scientific Monthly ,
Vol. 83’ No.2, Aug. 1966, p.€6.

25, Dube, 8,C, JIndian Village. Routledge and Kegan Paul Ltd.
London, 1956, p.7.

26. Rowe, W.L. "Changing Rural Class Structure and Jajmani System"
Human Organization Vol.22, No.l, 1963, pp.43-44,
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that have taken place since world war I. Some artisan farmer
relationships were stronger than previously viz. the services
of a carpenter, Some other artisans reported to have become

less important e.g. the washerman and potter, as the <former

had rejected to wash the clothes of woman after child bvirth,
the service which he should render as per tradit195, and the
latter due to introduction of durable and desired type metal

vegsel,

-

Traditional occupation which was a significant feature
of caste system was to be associated with caste, The skill
and knowledge required for the practice of the calling were
handed over to the following generations, The common occupa-
tion was an important factor in keeping the village community
well-knit and united. During the last 500 years most of the
persons (Tambat District Nasik) followed the traditional occu-

pation, Of late some of the younger members wvrofbrachiﬁﬁsotf

R

taking to teaching, working as clerks, mechanics, But this
nunber was small. Most of them had stuck to thelr age old

occupations, Thege were observations of Rao.e?

Chauhan®@ cbserved in his study that the chamars were
not considered efficient and this had lowered their strength

27, Achary, H, “Caste and family in An Immigrant Artisan

Community®. 8ociological Bulletin, Vol. IV, No.2, Sept.
1955’ pPe134,

28. Op.cit, Pe 85,



in traditional selling. However, he observed that importance

of Luhar (Lohar) had increased in the village.

_Bapre2? observed that the fall in the share of Baluta
was due to the decline in the number of clients of different
Balutedars or due to decline in the average payments. The
quantity of Baluta payment was fixed for some important types
of Balutedars whereas in the case of others the share was more
or less arbitrarily decided depending upon the extent of -
services performed and yieldt) Carpenter, cobbler, and barber
received their share in fixed rate. The payﬁent of carpenter
and cobbler was on the basis of bullock holding of the client
and in case of barber it was on the basis of the number of -
male adults and non-adult persons in the client's family., The
following was the traditional rate of payment as reported by

the carpenter,

Bullock holding of a 3 Total Baluta dues from a
client 3 _client
l. Pair of Bullock 35 seers of cereals.
ae? Pairs of Bulloocks 66 seers of cereals,
3+ Pairs of Bullocks 94 seers of cereals,
4 Pairs of Bullocks 122 seers of cereals,
29, Sapre, S.G:‘ fChanges in the Baluta Payments in an -

Irrigated Village!, Artha Vijnana, Vol.4, No.3, Sept,1962,
p.zu.



In case of the Barber the traditional share was 14 seers
per adult male and 7 seers per ndn adult and in case of cobbler
it was 30 seers of cereals on a pair of bullocks. Though the
share in case of other Balutedars was not fixed the bigger -
cultivators paid higher rate than the smaller one, Further he
reported that decline in the Baluta payment by the cultivators
was more prominent in the case of Balutedars like Washerman ,
Barber and Muslim, This probably indicates the decline in the
importance of the services of these artisans on the Balntzibasia.

This may be due to various factors, For instance, it nax%\due to

less standardized service requirements or preference or better

techniquese

,/Dandekar and Jagtap3° stated that in the rural area none
agricultural occupations were essential for agriculture and -
therefore, they existed in the rural area, artisans like Sautar,
Lohar, Chambhar, etc. were useful for Epe/;;rieultura; Nhavi ,
Parit, Kumbhar were useful for household work and Gurao, Mulani,
Brahmin, etc. were useful for the religious work of the village
community. Hence all the villages should have all these Balute-
dars and should pay them regularly twice in a year in kind for
the services rendered by them. Further he observed that in the
Usmanabad distriet the Sutar Balutedars took their Baluta frem

30, Dandekar, V.M, and Jagtap, M,B., fMaharashtrachl Gramin

Samaj Rachana, Gokhale Institute of Economics and Polikiagp,™
MPKV LIBRARY [ww‘4>

8 -
l I ll b _Rahur;

< N
T00004 *\fzigzlzf

Poona, 1957, p.48,
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their clients in proportion of the annual production of the
farmer. The proportion was 4 to 6 payali for each 20 mounds
of farm produce and in addition six payali of groundnuts per

20 mounds, )

(£) Baluta payment 3

\ Gadgil and Gadgil®l noted in their study that the
payment made to Balutedars on an average amounted to Rs,14.30
per farm during the year and formed:;4.4 per cent of the farm
expenses, A number of elements were mixed in this payment. It
was a payment for the maintenance and repair of farm equipment,
chiefly of tools and 1mp1ement{)1t wags, also however, partly
payment for certain domestic services and supplies and partly
a contribution towards the cost of village administration, In
addition a charitable element also, the payment was proportionate
to pro&uec and was paid according to scales per crop, fixed -
traditionally in each village., It should be noted, however,that
variations in these payments may take place, depending\:gn the
pertinacity of the Balutedar and the good will of the farmer.

k It is also less possible to evade payment in case of
erops like jowar, Bajri, Groundnut and Turmeric which were -
harvested and prepared at fixed periods in large volume than in

case of miscellaneous garden crops, whose produce was gathered

31le Gadgil, D.Re and V,R, Gadgil. A Survey of Farm Business in
Wail Taluka, Gokhale Institute of Economics and Polities ,

Poona, Publication No.7.



in small quantities at more frequent intervals,

Concerning annual Baluta payments, the villagers did
not share consciously held and precisely formulated standards,
Villagers made generalizations about appropriate payments ,
but these were often vague, varied from person <o person,
and were only &pproximate in fact. Landsowners differed in
the proportion of the crop given to each Balutedar. Farmers
gave & larger proportion of their crops to the different -

groups in the proper order.32

Dube3® observed that the extent of both the services
and the payment was generally fixed by the tradition and
depended very much on the size of the holding which the farmer
was cultivating, Further he observed that depending on their
status and their financial position people paid something more
for the services of these workers at the completion of +the

ceremony,

L/itr934 also stated that Balutedars extracted more -
Baluta (payment in kind) from the farmer in proportion to the
land holding and work done for the farmers, This payment vari.-

ed from Balutedar to Balutedar,

32, Orenstein Henry : GAON, Princeton University Press.
Princeton, New Jersey, 1965, p. 224,

33. Q_gogg., p¢530
34. Atre, T,N, ‘'Gaon Gada'. H.V. Mote Prakashan, Bombay,1959,



Sapr035 in his study indicated the over-all average
Baluta payment made to different Balutedars by farmers in
the year 1939 and 1960 as given in Table 'B',

Table *B' : Payment to Balutedars.

8t.: Balutedar 10ver-all payment in seers (grains)
No.s%J 3 9 3 1960

&

s AT

PR ?ﬁﬁ"*

e ﬁﬁepo-nakor 10,50 11.26
> W %‘5: Potter 12,47 13,44
ff;fﬁaﬁa 3,  Washerman 6.02 2,87
] 4, Barber 35.00 10,96

5, Mulani 577 2,03
6. Patkari 26.48 17.87
7. Carpenter 54,47 66.17

8e Cobbler 43,52 42,52

In the case of Patkari, cobbler, Barber and Mulanil, the
decline in the Baluta payment was due to the decline in the

¢lients,

(g) Changes in caste occupation
Tadashi and Tsutomu3€® observed that the traditional

35, Sapre, S.G. "Changes in the Baluta Payments in an Irrigated
Village®, Artha Vigiana, Vol.4, No.3, Sept.1962, pp.247-248.

36, Tadashi Fukutake, Tsutomu Onchi Chie Nakake., "The Socio-

Economic Structure of the Indian Village (Survey of Villages

in Gujarat and W.Bengal). The Institute of Asian Economie
Affairs, Tokyo, Japan, 1964, pp. 13-32, 68,
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occupation had lapsed to a great extent, Only the Kumbhars
(potters) and the barbers carried on their traditional occu-
pations, However, viewing the situation as whole, the system
of traditional caste occupation had broken down and the number
of agricultural labourers had increased as these traditional
occupations had fallen in decay. Earthen pots are breakable
and they are replaced by brass pots. In India where there is
high temperature these earthen pots are essential and Kumbhar
gets better income, Chanbcrvéﬁepe-nakers did not work in
their occupation satisfactorily but they were engaged as day

labourers on the fields,

Dub037 stqted that the ‘'system of to-day is not what
it was a decade or two ago.' Many attribute this change +to
the spirit of individualism which is now manifesting itself
in several walks of life in the countgy.sido, and is bringing
about change 1is established pattern or‘iife. tIn former times?,
said and agriculturist, these low classes knew their position
and behaved themselves well, If they work satisfactorily they
were treated by us very well., In fact, with the passage of -
time, our relations become more and more intimate. But now
things have changed. Those boys don't want to work here. They
want to go to the city, They were not satisfied with the Atra-
ditional arrangements of paymentj and so there was difficulty.

37. Dube, S.C, Indian Village. Routledge and Kegan Paulted.
London E.C, 4, 1966, p.6l.
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However, the system still continued more or less in its -
established traditional form, Urban contacts, educational -
attraction of something better may distract a young man caus~

ing him to refuse to keep the traditional work of his father.

Theoretically each caste is restricted to certain
duties, population increase has caused an ever Iincreasing
excess of labour in many artisan castes, The lower castes
had been displaced from many trades due to the appearance
of foreign manufactured goods. However, the East India -
Company Gazetteriof 1920 remarked that even then many did
not follow their caste occupatien.38 Russel stated that in
this fewer than one seventh of the chamars were leather -
workers.39 Briggs strongly stresses the Chambars' role as

agricultural labourers rather than as leather workers,40

Thomas?l stated that the excess workers had turned to
agriculture, The chamars were chiefly a gastc of agricultural
labourers rather than leather workers and scavengers. Some
performed such occupational duties but their caste was no

longer defined simply by 1its occupation.

38, Bast India Company Gazetteer, Vol.l, p., 208, 1920,

39, Russel, R.,V. "The tribes and castes of central provinces",
Vol.2, p.406, 1916, McMillan & Co., London,

40. Briggs, G.¥, The Chamars, Association Press, Calcutta,
1920, p.52,.

41, Thomas, 0.Bs A Comparative Analysis of the Jajmanl system.

J.J.Augustin Incorporated Publisher, Logust Valley, New York,
196¢9. '
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\6;:;steiu42 observed that the Baluta system was in
the process of declining. This was not only because of the
new residents, but also because of other innovations. People
had more cash than they had had in the past and were able to
purchase things in market without difficulty. Balutedars were
glow and unpredictable and people were more time consious.The
increase in the prices of grain during World War 1I had result-
ed in many land-owners selling much of their produce and giv-

ing less Baluta., The Baluta system remained stronger in 1954

than at present,

42, _0_202&0 p.273.






CHAPTER I1I

MRTHOD OF STUDY

Location of the site

This study was conducted in the Patan Taluka of Satara
district. It is situated to the south of Satara ecity and
along with the Karad-Chipalun road. The taluka comprises of
197 villages. The head-guarter of the taluka is at Patan,

situated 21 miles from Karad and 40 miles to the south west

pf Satara city.

The total population of this taluka is 1,800,601 and
has an area of 3,46,600 acres out of which, 1,€3,100 acres -

are under plough.

The taluka offers wide variation in climatic conditions
and soil types. Broadly, it can be divided into two fairly
distinct agro-climatic zones, The western zone is characteriz-
ed by high rainfall i.e. about 2712 mms,, mediwm black or late-
rite type of soils and paddy and hill millets as the main crops.
The eastern zone receives about 1036 mms. of rain and has medium
te heavy black type of soils, The main crops grown are Jowar,
paddy, groundnut in the kharif seascn and wheat, jowar and grem
in rabl season, In addition there are some orchards of guava
and irrigated crops like sugarcane, turmeric as well as some
vegetable crops which are cash crops of few villages., Wells are

the only main source of irrigation which covers a suallbigsgage.

&



MAP OF PATAN TALUKA
DIST: SATARA
MamaRASHT QA

KOYANA DAM

A MHAVASHI

A MARUL

HAVELI
]
4 \
<& ®

REFERENCE

SELECTED VILLAGE
RIVER . . . . . ... ...
ROAD .. N
TALUKA BOUNDARY. . .

......




33

Framing of the guestionnaire :

A broad hypothesis was formed considering the various
aspects thought to be useful for the study. In the light of
this hypotheslis, a schedule of questions which would facili-
tate collection of data pertaining to the personal eharaeterg%&%

s e s

of Balutedars ;1k§ age, education, family size and place of
vab s Rt AP

residence, social charaeterqlliﬁb caste and religion; economie
characteristies i{i;ﬂ;;nual income, land holding, etc. as well
as the soclo-economic status and their opinions regarding -
traditional occupation etc, was prepared. In addition, some
questions to find out the present position of the Baluta system

were alsgo included.

Questions were formulated in such & manner as would
extract the desired information and at the same time would
facilitate logical interpretation of the information so -
collected, They were brief and were framed in a simple -
language such that the interviewee would understand the same
easily and would not confuse. A logical sequence was maintaine

ed while finalizing the schedule.

2
VNJ¢*" Pretqgﬁ}ng of the schedule thus prepared was carried

out thrice in order to get correct information and to make

suitable changes in it wherever necessary.,

Selection of villages :

Five villages from the Patan taluka were selected by



random sampling method. The list of such selected villages is
given in Appendix 1I.

Selecticn of the ssmple 3

The villagewise list of all Balutedars from d4ifferent
Balutedar castes were prepared, From this a list of the head
of families was prepared, In all nineteen Balutedar castes
were found to be existing in the selected villages. All the
Balutedars i.,e. 260 from the selected villages were included

and the heads of the Balutedar families were interviewed.

Procedure for collecting the data 3

The author has personally interviewed the heads of
Balutedar families included in the sample, The help was scught
from the village leaders and gram sevaks in establishing raport
and seeking relevant information from the heads of Balutedar
familiesz, The object of the study was explained to the 1inter-
viewee and it was explained to them how the exact and relevant

information supplied by them would be put to use.

The heads of the families were interviewed at their
residences, Questions were explained to the respondents when-
ever they expressed their inability to understand. The aetual
work of collecting the data commenced in the month of May,1967
and ended in the month of June, 1967,



a al An 8 of the ta 3

411 the 260 interview schedules were arranged village-
wige as well as caste-wise, These were then numbered serially,
The material from the numbered schedules wag transferred to 15
primary tables, Then secondary tables were prepared by using
the frequencies obtained for each category in the primary tables.
These secondary tables were used for the per centile presenta.
tion to study persontl, social and economic characteristics of
Balutedars as well as to present their opinions about occupation

and other aspects of life as hypothesized in Chapter I, .
s

A socio-economic status scale developed by Dr. W. B.
Rahudkar wag used in this study to determine the socio~economie
status of Balutedars., The ready made scores for each element or
component of the scale such as, ownership of land operated, con-
struction of house, condition of house, rooms in house,lighten-
ing facilities, ownership of house, education of husband and
wife, caste and occupation etc, were taken to facilitate the
easy calculation of the total score, The total score has been
taken as a measure of the socio-economic status of Balutedars,
The sﬁggfion of scores of all the elements of the scale for -
each Baiutedar was classed and grouped in appropriate groups for

presentation,

n the ter H

l. Balutedars : Balutedars are the aggregates of -

easte groups who are traditionally associated with such -
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functions which serve the needs of farmers as well as the
village community and for these functions they get payment in
kind at the time of annual harvest, Each Balutedar performd
certain fixed hereditary occupation in the village. Cash pay-
ments are also made for the services offered by these group
of castes, This group constitutes most of the village arti-

sans and a few other castes, The Balutedars included in the

study were as below :

Brahmin : He has to perform the religious and ceremo-
nial rites such as weddings, Sraddhas (ancestor propitiation
ceremonies) and Satyanarayan Pujas("Good luck" ceremonies). -
People consult him regarding the suitabllity of proposed
marriages, and seek his austrological calculations regarding
an auspecjious date and time for doing various agricultural -
operations and other religious functions, Prescribed fees have
to be paid to the Brahmin in cash for these consultations. His
predictions are offered to the farmers., He visits the houses of
his agricultural clients fortnightly or once in a month, In the
past Brahmin served a#(the Kulkarni and had to keep the numerous
accounts of the village. But the duties of the Kulkarni and the

priest were not performed by the same person.

Gurao (Priest) : Gurao is a Balutedar in charge of the
village temple., He attends village idols and pours ovéf 1€4water
to bath every morning and performs other details of the worship.

A
Gurao has to maintain the discipline and cleanliness of the
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temple. He keeps light in the temple, Every family gets leaf
cups, plates and saucers (Patravall and Dron) for the use in

marriages and other religious ceremonies,

Jangam s Jangam 1s a semi-priestly caste ritually -
attached Baljas when they tie the 1lingam, a phallle symbol
representing Shiva and function as a priest on the occasion
of weddings. On the day of Pitra-Moksha Amavashya he visits
Hindu houses particularly of those peasants who follow the
great Gods of Hindu trinity and beg from them,

¥ali (Gardener) : Mali has to provide the villagers
with garlands, bouguet and flowers for the religious and cere-
monial functions, He possesses the hereditary knowledge of
ecultivation of flower plants, He supplies flowers to the -
villagers for a worship of God for which he gets remuneration

in kind,

v gondhalis ¢ Are the professional group performing
Gondhal which is prescribed as a custom for some castes and
families. Gondhalies provide the entertainment during the post-
matrimonial function in the memory of the newly wedded couple
for which they are paid certain fixed amount. They are also

singers, dancers and musicians in village,

Bhoi : He 1s in charge of the conveyance of the
enthroned idols from place to place during the procession
and religious rites. He also follows the fishing as a secondary

occupation to provide fishes to the villagers.
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Joshl (Astrologer):s He 1s the Balutedar, who performs
semi-Brahminice¢ functions, He goes from house to house daily

and tells to the villagers about the Panchang.

gutar (Carpenter): He is an important eraftman., He
makes all wooden agricultural implements and repairs them.
Every cultivator requires the services of one of the sutars
occationally almost the whole year round. He furnishes the
“Chaurang" or stool on which bride groom and bride take bath
at the marriage ceremony, He also supplies some domestic -
wooden articles like "Palpat and Latane" and takes up the

wooden work of the farmers,

Lohar (Blacksmith) 3 He makes the iron parts of imple-
ments, He also supplies and sharpens these parts as well as
weeding hooks. In agricultural operations his services are
periodically required. Lohar in addition does the work of T .
carpenter also. Besides, the parts of agricultural implements,
the Lohar makes many things of iron for domestic use such as
(1) Ulthne (Flat ladle for tarning cakes, (2) Pali, (3) Zara,
(4) 8ickle, (5) Pincers, (6) Crow-bar, (7) Pick, (8) Shovsl,
(8) Cart tyres, (10) Rings, (11) Axle, (12) Chain, (13) Hinges,

etc,

Kumbhar (Potter): The Kumbhar makes a variety of earthen
pots, vessels, jugs, cups, plates ete. of various sizes for the
villagers, These pots are used to store water, to boil, dry or

roast food, Earthen vessels are cheap and are also used for



storage of grains, chillies, salt, seed, jagari, flotr etc,
The Kumbhar provides earthen utensils for the domestic -

purposes as well as marriage ceremonies and festivals. He also

supplies "stoves"® to villagers.

Nhavi (Barber) : He has to perforam the functions of
shaving and cutting hair, He 1is the hair dresser, Ee goes
through countryside from field to field, from village to -
village, on the pre~determined calls by the farmers. During
the death ceremony the barber or Nhavi has to shavo the head,
the cheeks and chins of all the sons 1f( either of diod. When <7
the bridegroom or bride arrives at the village the Nhavi leads
the horse and distributes the sweets in the village of concern=
ed parties, Thus, he assiats,t)/villagera in ceremonies in
addition to shaving, There are other ritual duties for example,
on Nag Panchami, the day on which cobras are worshiped, the
Barbers make small mud images of snakes for all important house-
holds of the village and one Barber makes & large mud snake for

the whole village,

Parit ¢+ He washes the clothes of the farmers in <the
village. He spreads a cloth for the bride and bridegroom to

walk on at one of the marriage processions, He spreads cloth

* The stove 1s a small three~sided square without top or bottom,
a fire is made inside and pot placed on top which 1s locally
called Chula,



also for the parties to sit on at marriage and other festivals.
On the death of person he washes clothes of all households. &

washerman is required for number of other ritual services such

us<§§3§53§)ana sacred thread ceremonies,

- Ramoshi (Watchman) 3: Ramoshi has to guard the
villages and crops from thieves. If there occurs any act of
theft or dacoity Ramoshl has to trace out theft. Thus, he 1is
recognised as an village guard, The other job of Ramoshi is to
assist the headman., When conditions were unstable, he was -
expected to patrol the village at night. He also watches the
temples and other village property.

Chambhar (Leather worker): He is shoemaker as well as
cobbler, He makes Mhots (leather bags) for drawing water from
well, leather ropes for ploughs and whips., The Chambhar 1is a
village crafts-man whose services are of value to the whole
village populetion. It is his duty to mend and repair the shoes

and leather sundries.

Mang : Mang (rope-maker) makes ropes for the cultivators
from the fibres, Mangs have adopted rope-making as their main
occupation., Ropes are essential accessoriss used in agricultural

implements,

Mahar 3 Mahars were recognized as village servants and
menials, It was the traditional duty of the officiating -

Mahars to take remittances of village revenue to the sub-treasury.
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Also they were the village messengers and general servants of
the Patel or head-man of the village, Few years ago Mahars -
were disposing the dead bodies of animals and unskin them. At
present all most all the Mahars have left their traditional
eallings and accepted the Budha religion, |

¥ulani 3 He also is termed as butcher who kills the
goats and sheep for farmers, He f;%:”mutton to farmers as well
asrkillﬁkoats and sheep of farmers which are offered to God.
He is also incharge of providing orchestra for the ceremonisl »
functions., The services of a butcher (Mulani) are used in
Hindu religious ceremonies to cug/uﬁfthe fowl and goats that

;,s”to be offered to the Gode

Tell ¢+ He extracts oll from ollseeds with the help of
indigenous machanism locally called ghani.

Koli (Water carrier) His traditional occupation
includes fishing, as well as delivering water, He brings water
from nearby stream to individual households. These water -
carriers are employed by most landowners for important ceremo-
nies like wedding. Service to the village includes bringing
water for all temple ceremonies. Koli also supplies lime (chuz;.)

to the farmers for their domestic needs,

2, Caste occupation : The term is used to designate
the hereditary occupation being followed by a single caste for
last few generations and which is similar to the occupation -



being followed by the other members of the caste, This also is
termed as "traditional occupation®™ becsuse it is traditionally

accepted by the subsequent generations,



CHAPTER IV

PRESENTATION OF DATA

This chapter deals with the analytical and statistical
interpretation of the data collected by interviewing the heads
of Balutedar families belonging to the different caste groups.
The study covered 260 Balutedars from five selected villages,
All these were interviewed and the data regarding their -
personal, social and economic characteristics and socio-econo-
mie status with their role in broscnt social system were -
collected. Further, various factors leading to the social
change in the "Baluta system' various reasons for the decline
of the *Baluta system' were also studied, In this chapter, the
present position of the Balutedars! traditional eccupations,
attitudes, thelr feelings towards traditional occupations ete,

are presented 3

Personal characteristics of the Balutedars :
(1) Age 3

Age is one of the most fundamental personal characteris-
ties of any individual, since what one is, thinks, does and
needs is closely related to his age, Analysis of the age com-
position of respondents is one of the most profitable avenue
for understanding the pattern of their changing behaviour and

skill.



The chronological age of the Balutedar is taken inte
consideration, Of the 260 Balutedars included in the study,
only 1,17 per cent were less than 20 years of age, Maximum
percentage (31.91 per cent) of Balutedars were in the age
group of 46 to 55 years, while two out of ten Balutedars (10,61
per cent) were of 61 te 65 years old., The number of young 1.e.
below 30 years and old i.e, above €65 years was conpﬁ;ﬁtivoly

small as shown in Table 1.

able ¢ Distribution of the Balutedars by their age.

Sr.: Village
No.:kge Group sﬁﬁawiﬁls Marul :Kkadane s M. sChaphal s Total
$ 3 l. ) ¢ Wadi 3

1 2 3 [ ©® T 8

1. Upto 20 yrs. 1 1 - - b | 3
(0.39) (0,39) - - (0.39) (1.,17)

2, 21 to 25 " 2 1 1 - 2 6
(0.77) (0.39) (0.39) T €0.77) (2.39)

8. 26 to 30 " 4 =" - - 2 15
(1.54) (3.446) (0.77) (6.77)

4, 31 to 35 " 4 9 3 3 [ 24
(1.64) (3.46) (1.158) (le.14) ( 1.82) (9.22)

. 36 to 40 " 13 5 2 1 7 28
(5.00) (1eS2) (0.77) (0.38) (2,69) (10,77)

6. 41 to 45 * 7 _ 6 6 1 8 28

i (2.68) (2.31) (2.3C) (0.38) (3.08) (10.77)

7. 46 to 50 " ® _ 1 2 3 16 41
(8e46) (4.28) (0,77} (1.14) (6.15) (15.76)

8. 61 to &6 " o _ 12 _ I3 4 12 _ 42

(364€) (4.62) (1.92) (1.54) (4.62) (16.1¢)

Contd.



Table 1 (Contd.)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9, 56 to €0 yrs.l0 8 3 1 13 36
(3.84) (3.08) (1.,15) (0.28) (5.00) (13.46)

10, 61 to 66 " 4 5 1 1 15 26
(1e54) (1.92) (0.29) (0.28) (5.77) (10.01)

11, €6 and 1 4 4 - 3 12
above (0.29) (1.54) (1.54) (1.14) (4.61)

Totals 64 71 27 14 84 260

(24.62) (27,32) (10.38) (5.38) (32,3C) (100.00)

(Note : Figures in the brackets indicate percentages).

It will be seen from Table 1 that the Balutedars from
different villages were distributed in various age groups ;

minimum from 0.39 per cent to 16,15 per cent to the total,

Table.2 shows the chronological age distribution of the

members of Balutedar families,

From Table 2, it 1s seen that persons below 10 years of
age constituted 16,96 per cent of the total members of the -
Balutedar families. It also reveals that maximum persons -
(624323 per cent) from the Balutedar families were within the
age group of 1l to 30 years, 13.54 per cent of members were 31
to 40 years old, A very few persons (2,74 per cent) were above

60 years old,
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Table 2 : Distribution of the Balutedar family members by the age.
Sr.: Village — N
No.sAge Group :uhawshis Marul :Kadane : M. sChaphal 3 Total
H H He s Wadi H
1 2 3 4 [ 6 7 8
1, Upto 10 yrs.108 42 17 13 36 216
(8.46) (3.298) (1.23) (1.04) (2.84) (16.96)
2. 11 to 15" 51 39 17 10 46 163
(3.89) (3.05) (1,23) (0.78) (3:68) (12,81)
3, 16 to 20 36 48 17 12 37 150
(2.82) (3.76) (1.23) (0.86) (2.90) (11.77)
4, 21 to 25 38 48 14 10 55 1656
(2.88) (3.76) (1.,09) (0.,78) (4.36) (12.986)
5. 26 to 30 29 54 17 8 71 189
(3.05) (4.23) (1.23) (0.62) (5.56) (14.79)
6. 31 to 35 30 27 11 4 30 102 ,
(2e35) (2411) (0.86) (0431) (2.35) ( 7.28)
7. 36 to 40 19 22 .7 [ 18 71
(1e49) (1e72) (0485) (0.29) (1.41) ( 5.98)
8. 41 to 45 12 1?7 8 2 16 66
(0.84) (1e233) (0.63) (0.15) (1.26) ( 4.20)
9. 46 to 50 13 18 8 2 20 6l
(1.00) (1.41) (0.63) (0.158) (1.56) ( 4.75)
10, 51 to 55 5§ - 8 I3 - 22 40
(0+29) (0,63) (0,239) (1.72) ( 3.13)
11. 56 to 60 3 14 3 - ) 29
(0.24) (1.09) (0.23) (0.70) ( 2.26)
12, 61 to §5 * 1 2 - - s 6
(0.08) (0,15) (0.24) ( 0.48)
13, 66 and 4 6 [ 8 12 29
above (0.21) (0.47) (0.39) (0.15) (0.94) ( 2.26)
Total: 359 345 129 é8 376 1276
(28.09) (27.,01) (10.,09) (5.83) (29.48) (100.00)

(Note: Figures in the brackets indicate percentages).
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(2) Rducation 3

The word education in this study refers to the formal
education of an individual, Formal education helps a man to
acquire knowledge and skills and helps him to understand the
cultural heritage of the society. It obviously occupies a
place of importance in an individual's life, especially so
in the modern world, as it alone enables him to secure employ-
ment, change his economic status and achieve objective better-

ment, and build up new knowledge and techniques in his subject,

industry or profession.
v v

Prosperity of any soéiety, therefore, depends éﬁg the
degree of formal education of ite members, In our country the
formal education has been neglected for years. This resulted
in making us what popularly known as 'economically backward -
nation'. In order to understand the level of formal education
of Balutedars from five selected villages, information was -
collected. On the basis of the level of formal education, the
Balutedars were clasgssified into four categories viz. no formal
education, primary, middle school and secondary education., Data

in this connection are presented in Table 3.

In the village Mhawashi, out of 24,62 per cent Balutedars
naxigum 1.0 16,22 per cent Balutedars did not receive any’ -
formal education at all, 1In village Chaphal, out of 32,31 per
cent of Balutedars 15.00 per cent did not receive any formal

education, In the village Kadane, out of 10,38 per cent - -



Table 3 ¢ Distribution of the Balutedars by their level of formal

education,
8r.: Level of e Village —
No.: education :Mhawshis Marul : Kadane: M. sChaphal s Total
s H s H. H ¢ Wadl ]
l. No formal 44 36 19 8 3 146
education  (1g,92) (13,86) (7.31) (3.07) (15.00) (56.15)
2. Primary 10 21 8 5 20 64
(3.858) (8.07) (8.07) (1.82) (7.69) (24.62)
3. Middle 8 12 - 1 18 37
school (3.08) (4.62) (0639) (6,15) (14.23)
4, Secondary 2 2 - - ) 13
(0s77) (0.77) (3.46) (5.00)
Totals 64 71 27 14 84 260

(24.€2) (27.32) (10.38) (5.38) (32.30) (100.00)

( Note 3 The figures in the brackets indicate percentages),

Balutedars only 3.07 per cent had received primary education
i,e, upto 4th standard, While in village M.Wadi, only (five
Balutedars had received primary education and one Balutedar

had received Middle School education.

out of total 260 Balutedars 56.15 per cent Balutedars
were illiterate, 24.62 per cent had received primary education,
14,28 per cent had received middle school education and only
5400 per cent had & formal schooling from VIII to XI standard
i.e, secondary education., It ie thus clear from the above =

table that the literacy percentage among the Balutedars in
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different villeges at different education level is too low,

Education level of the Balutedar famlly members :

From 260 Balutedar families 1276 members.were studied.
This excluded the heads of the Balutedar families. Only seven
year o0ld children are eligible for admitting in the school ,
hence family members who are 7 and above years old were only
studied. Information about the formal educational level of the

housgmholds of Balutedar families is presented in Table 4.

Table 4 ¢+ Distribution of the Balutedar famjly members according to

their formal education.

8re: Level of H Village
No.: Education :Mhawshi: Marul :Kadane ¢ M. 3$Chaphal ¢ Total
s 3 s H. H $ Wadi 4
1. No formal 245 185 68 30 187 718
education (19,18) (14.50) (5,32) (2.33) (14.69) (56.04)
2, Primary 46 61 31 22 88 248
(3.60) (4.76) (2443) (1.72) (6.93) (18,44)
3. Middle 43 64 21 8 56 1e2
School (3637) (5401) (1e64) (0.€3) (4.40) (15.05)
4, Secondary 24 31 ) 8 33 1086
(1.87) (2.43) (0.70) (0.€3) (2,63) (8.22)
5. College 1 4 - - 11 16
(0.07) (0,31) (0.86) (1.25)
Total 369 345 129 68 3786 1276

(28,09) (27.01) (10.09) (5.33)(29.43) (100.00)

( Note : Figures in the brackets indicate percentages).
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Jlliteratesg :

It can be seen from Table 4 that 56,04 per cent persons
from Balutedar families were 1lliterate inspite of the fact
that all the villages under study had primary schools and that
the Compulsory Primary Education Act is in force in the State.,
This act 1s not strietly enforced in villages and no action 1s
taken against the defaulters. Hence number of children from
the Balutedar families are idle and they are not attending -
school, More than one third of Balutedar family members were

reported illiterate from village Mhawshi and Marul Haveli,

Er;marx'gducatlog 3

About one in five family members of Balutedar family had
received education upte 4th standard i.e. 19.44 per cent to the
total. Only l1.72 per cent members of Balutedar families report-
ed to have received education sufficient to place themr in this
eategory from the village M.Wadi, 2,43 per cent from village -
Kadane which 1s considerably low, However, in remaining three
villages 3,€1 to 6,90 per cent of Balutdear family members had

received primary school education,

Middle School Education 3

In this category very low per cent of population was
observed, One out of seven members of Balutedar families had
received middle school education 1.e. from 5th to 7th standard.
Higher number of members were reported from Marul Haveli and

Chaphal,
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Secondary School Education s

Only one out of ten members of Balutedar families had
received secondary school education. The 65,00 per cent of the
total population were reported from two villages while in -
other three villages, only 3,23 per cent of the Balutedar -

family members had received secondary school education.

College Education

Only one out of eighty members of Balutedar families
had received some college education, Maximum persons who had
recelved some college education were reported from Village -
Chaphal {,e, 11 members and there was not a single person in
Balutedar families who had received college education in -
village Kadane and M.,Wadl, Thus, it is revealed from the table
that too low proportion of their family members had an oppor-

tunity to take college education,
(3) Family Size 3

Very often "family size" 1s studied in context with the
economic and soclal stratification., In this study 1t was -
intended to know the distribution of Balutedars as per their
family size in the sslected villages., The data collected in -

this regard are presented in Table 5,
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Table 5 : Distribution of the Balutedars by thelr family size,

8r.: H Villqgg

Noo:Family size :MhawshisMarul :kadane s M, :Chaphal s Total
H H s H. H $ Wadi ]

l. Upto & 30 21 11 4 37 103
(11e54) (8408) (4423) (1e54) (14421) (39.60)

2. 6 to 10 26 39 10 ] 35 119
(10.00) (15401) (3.85) (3445) (13447) (45.78)

3¢ 11 to 16 7 8 3 1 1l 30
(2,69) (8.08) (1.15) (0.,39) (4.23) (11.54)

4, 16 and b | 3 3 - b § 8
above (0.39) (1.15) (1.15) (0.38)  (3.08)

Total 3 64 71 27 14 84 260

(24.62) (27432) (10438) ( 5.38) (32.30) (100.00)

{ Note :‘Figures in the brackets indicate percentages).

It is seen from Table § that higher percentage of Balu~
tedar had family members below 5§ in village Mhawshi, Chaphal
and Kadane and so also 6 to 10 family members in village Marul
Havell and M, Wadi, while out of 260 Balutedar families studi~
ed, 45,78 per cent Balutedar were having 6 to 10 members, -
39,60 per cent, upto 5; 11,54 per cent, 11 to 15 and only 3.08
per cent were having 16 and more family members, Nearly equal
proportion of Balutedars were having upte § and 6 to 10 family
memberse In the village M, Wadi no single family was having -
more than 15 members, while in other four villages very small
per cent (14.62 per cent) of Balutedars were having 11 to 16
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and above 16 family members.
(4) Place of sidance © lutedars :

As Hindu social system formed on the division eof &
society into castes, the houses of single caste are located
in clusters in the village, Traditionally certain Balutedar
castes reside in certain fixed locality sanctioned by the
village community. The place of their residence many times
is recognised by their heriditary callings e.g. Sutarwada
for locality of Sutars, Kumbharwada for locality of Khumbhars,
Mangwada for locality of Mangs and Maharwada for locality of
Mahars etc. The information regarding their place of residence

was collected and is presented in Table 6,

Table 6 ¢ Distribution of Balutedars by their place of

residence,
Sr.: Place of sNo.of Balu- sNo.of Balute-: Percentage to
No.3 Resldence stedar caste sdar families 3§ the total
l, Within the 16 1356 51,86
village
2¢ Out skirt of 4 125 48,14

the village

Total s 19 260 100.00

The table shows that out of 19 Balutedar castes studied,
houses of 15 Balutedar castes were located within the village
and these 15 Balutedar castes were 1) Brahmin, 2) Gurao, 3) Mali,
4) Sutar, 5) Lohar, 6) Gondhali, 7) Teli, 8) Jangam, 9) Joshi ,



10) Koli, 11) Nhavi, 12) Mulani, 13) Bhoi, 14) Kumbhar and 15)
Parit. It also reveals that these 15 castes constitute 135
(51486 per cent) Balutedar families, However, houses of only
four castes were located at the out skirt of the villages. -
These four castes were 1) Mang, 2) Mahar, 3) Chambhar and 4)
Ramoshl and constitute 125 (48,14 per cent) Balutedar families,

They were lowest in the social rank,

Further, it was also observed that out of the 860
Balutedar families 256 (98.46 per cent) families were 1living
in their own houses, while only 4 (1,54 per cent) families in

rent free houses, provided by villagers,

Soclal Characteristics of Balutedars :

(1) Caste and Rel n_of Balutedars :

Caste 1s a peculiar type of social group, which deter-
mines occupation, status and available opportunities as well as
the handicaps for the individual, while religion is man's -
efforts to establish a relationship with supernatural world and
it practically governs all aspscts of the life of the people in
the village. Among Balutedar dastes studied, 17 out of 19 Balu-
tedar castes belonged to Hindu religion. Only one Balutedar
caste belonged to the Muslim religion while the other 'Mahar?
caste belonged originally to Hindu religion but now converted to
the Buddhism (Nav-buddh). The J;ta regarding distribution of -
the Balutedar families according to thelr caste and religion are
presented in Table 7,



s Distribution of Balutedars by their caste and religion.

able
Caste and 3 __Villages _ -
Religion :Mhawshi s Marul s Kadane : M, iChaphal 3 Total
3 s H. s ¢ Wadi s ]
1 2 3 4 8 7 ] 7
I. HINDU
1. Brammin 1l 2 - - 12 15
(0.39) (0.77) (4.61) (6.77)
2, Gurao 7 3 1 2 1 14
(2,69) {1,15) (039) (0.77) (0.39) (5.39)
3, Malil 1l 1 - - - 2
(0.39) (0.39) (0.78)
4. Sutar 8 2 3 b 3 12
(1.15) (0,77) (1.15) (0.39) (1,15) (4.61)
5. Lohar 8 4 1 1 b § 15
(3.07) (1.,54) (0.39) (0.39) (0.39) (6.78)
6, Kumbhar 2 10 1 i 8 22
(0.77) (385) (0.39) (0.39) (3.07) (8.,47)
7+ Nhavi 4 6 2 2 ) 22
' (1.63) (1.92) (0.77) (0.77) (3.45) (8.,44)
8. Parit 5 2 - - 1 8
(1.92) (0.77) (0.39) (3.08)
9. Gondhali - 4 - - - 4
(1.54) (1.,54)
10, Chambhar 7 8 - 2 2 19
(2,69) (3.07) (0.77) (0.77) (7.30)
1l. Bhoi - 2 1 - - 3
(0.77) (0.39) (1.16)
12. K911 - - - - 3 3
(le16) (1.15)
13, Ramoshi - 4 2 - 2 8
(1.64) (0.77) (0.77) (3,08)

Contd,
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h | 2 3 4 [ 6 7
14, Mang 16 6 1l 3 17 43
(6.16) (2¢31) (0.39) (1le12) (6.54) (16452)
15, Teli - 1 1 = - 2
(0.,39) (0.39) (0.78)
16, Jangam - - - - 3 3
(1.15) (1415)
17, Joshi - - - - 1 1
(0.39) (0.39)
II. Muslim
1. Mulani L. 2 - 1 6 ]
(0.77) (0.39) (2.,31) (3.,47)
I1I. Budhist
Mahar 10 © 18- 14 1 185 65
(Navebuddha) (3,85) (5.77) (5.35) (0.39) (5.77) (21.14)
Total: 64 71 27 14 84 260

(24,62) (27,32) (10.38) (5.38) (32,30) (100.00)

( Note ¢+ Figures in the brackets indicate percentages).

The data reveal that out of 19 Balutedar castes 7 castes
exist in all the five villages studied and constituted two -
third (67 per cent) of the total number of Balutedars in the
‘selected five villages. These castes are, 1) Gurao, 2) Sutar ,
3) Kumbhar, 4) Nhavi, &) Mang, 6) Mahar (Nav-Buddh) and 7) Lohar.
These Balutedar castes are playing important role in rural social

life. It seems that these seven service castes are most essential
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in each village. Next to them Parit, Ramoshi, Brahmin and -
Mulani were observed in three villages and they constituted
15,37 per cent of the total 260 Balutedar families, Remaining
castes viz., Telli, Mali, Jangam etc. constituted nearly one
f£ifth of the total families. Maximum number of Balutedar fami-
lies (37,69 per cent) belonged to Mang and Mahar (Nav-buddh )

castes,
(2) agsification of Balutedars

Balutedars perform fixed traditional service to the
cultivators in our villages. Some of the research workers have
uéod certain classes to categories Balutedars on the basis of
the role of their traditional occupations in agriculture and in
?¥1llage 11fe. Three classes or lines of Balutedars formulat-
\g<§f ed by(EEEE)are used in this study alse. These classes are -
arbitrarily formed for the purpose of analysis, The distribution
of Balutedars according to their classes in the sample is -

presented in the table belows

Iable 8 :+ Distribution of Balutedars by their Classes.

T - N
1. First line 101 38,89
2, Second Line 95 36458
3. Third Line 64 24,53

Total 260 100.00
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Table 8 reveals that the maximum (38,89 per cent) Balu-
tedars were found in the first line, while 36,68 per cent
Balutedars were in the second line, These two lines constitut-
ed 3/4th of total number of Balutedars in the sample. Only 6ne-
fourth (24,53 per cent) Balutedars were found in the last class
or third line,

(8) Inter caste relations 3

A, An attempt was made to study the inter caste relations.
FromA;eint of view of the caste superioriizwryigh 1: synboli-
cally represented by inter-dining, acceptance of! Pakkw food -
from other castes, the Balutedar castes are ranked 1in order.

The data in this respect are presented in Table 9.

Table 9 shows that the Brahmin is at the top of all
Balutedar castes, He does not accept food from any other castes,
Then comes the Sutar and Jangam, These two castes do not -
accept food from other caste except Brahmin., Joshi takes foed
from only few clean castes, Guraoc and Mali can be ranked after
Joshl because they accept food from twelve castes., Kumbhar ,
Teli, Lohar, Gondhali, Bhoi, Koli, Nhavi and Parit consider
themselves equal, as all of them do not accept food from Mulani,
Ramoshl, Chambhar, Mang and Mahar, After these eight casgtes -
comes the Mulani (Muslim) he accepts the food from majority of
the castes, Chambhar, Mang, Mahar are the last, because they
are considered lower castes and known as untouchable castes, -

while Ramoshi 1s considered superior to these three lower castes,
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Table 9 : Information about inter-dinning among Balutedar castes.

:

Balutedar :5 5 o a - |2 E; 3
kN AR R R T E R T HE

B (21912|3|2]2|2|818|R1E|2)8|2)2 |5 8

1, Erahmin * @ @ P @ @ @ @@ @@ @ P P PE @P@
2. Sutar * * @ @ @E @ P @ P @ @ @ Q@ QC @ PO @@
3. Jangam * @ * @ @ @ @ @ @ @ @ @ @ @ @ e@ @@
4, Joshi * * *x ® x x *x * @ @ @ Q@ Q@ @ @@ @@
6. Gurao ¥ ok ok % kX > ¥ X x * * @ @ @ P @@
6. Mali * % & % x ¥ ¥ x * » % * @ @ @ @@ Q@@
7. Kumbhar * * * # % % % % % % % % % #» @ @@ @@
8. Tell £ % % KX % ¥ ¥ * 2 * 2 X % * @ @@ @@
9, Lohar * # % * % % % ¥ £ % * # % » @ @@ @@
10, Gondhall * * #* * % % % * % *= % % » * @ @@ @@
11, Bhoi % ® K R R * B % K % % % * 0 @@ @@
12. Kold A x ® X ® X % X R E X ¥ * * 0 @@ @@
13. Nhavi * * ® % % % & % * * % * % * @ @@ @@
14, Pardt * ®* % » % % % % % * ¥ * % * O @O @@
15. Mulani * * % & % % & & & % # & ® » * @@ @@
L6, Ramoshi * * * & % % % % % % % % # % #» %@ @@
17. Chambhar * * * & & & % % % & & % & » % *+¢ @@
L8« Mang S L R N N Y
19, Mahar ® % % % & % % % &£ & A % & & & S A @ *

(Note s * = Acceptance of food or inter-dining takes place.

@ = Acceptance of food or inter-dining do not take place. )



The Nav-huddha formarly constiituted the Mahar caste which was
ranked the lowest. Rven though they have embraced Buddhism and
have ceased to perform their traditional funotions in the -
village, they are still regarded as unclean and are ranked the

lowest.

In Table 8, the Balutedar castes are ranked serially as
per their status. This statuswise ranking is a tentative -
attempt to show the position of different castes as they view

at themselves.

Inter Casté Marrisge 1

The information was collected whether inter caste -
marriage takes place among the Balutedar castes. It was observ-
ed that, in none of the families of the Balutedars inter caste
marriage has taken place, It may, therefore, be said that -

inter-caste marriages 4o not gecur among the Balutedar castes.
7

Migration s

The rural people are moving to towns and cities in -
search of employment, for better prospects. The men from Balu-
tedar families have migrated to cities and towns in search of
employment as their traditional occupation eould not provide a
satisfactory source of employment and income. ToO know the migra-
tion of persons from Balutedar families, the information was

collected and 1s pregentad in Table 10.
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Table 16 : Migration of the persons from Balutedar families,

8r.s Village s No.of persons sPercentage to the
No,s : migrated s total ( N = 1276)
1, ¥hawshi 69 5.41
2, Marul Havell 556 4431
3., Kadane 2l 1,€9
4, M, Wadi 18 1,22
8o Chaphal 44 3.46
Total : 202 16,17

Table 10 shows that nearly one out of 7 persons in -
Balutedar families has migrated. It was found that the maximum
perscens i.e, 69 ocut of 202 (6.41 per cent) migrants were from
Mhawshi village alone, while 1.31 per cent were from M., Wadi,
776 per cent migrants were reported from village Chaphal and
Marul Haveli and 1,64 per cent from the village Kadane.

It was also cbserved that out of 148 Balutedar families
engaged in traditional occupation as many as 88 (59,46 per cent)
were expecting to settle in city and earn more money. However,
because of some economic difficulties they could not do that,
The difficulties of the Balutedars coming in the way of migra-
tion were ascertained. The distribution of Balutedars by their
difficulties in migration to the citlies is given in Table 11,



Table 11 ¢ Distribution of the Balutedars by the difficulties in

migration to cities,

b,

8Sr.s

2,

3.

] Village . _ i
No.sDifficulty :Mhawshis Marul sKadane 3 M. sChaphal & Total
) H s H. ] $ Wadi H
No eonfidence 19 17 ) 4 23 68

f -
3co§§°¥3: the (12084)(11449) (3.38) (2470) (15.64) (45.95)

ocecupation in

city.

Lack of capi- 12 15 4 6 21 58
::%aégishment (8010) (10,13) (2.70) (4.05)(14.19) (29.17)
Lack of new 8 4 2 B | § 15

techniques to (2,03) (2.70) (1.35) (0.67) (3.88) (10,18)
get more -
profit in -

city.

( Note : Figures in the brackets indicate percentages ).

It can be seen that a majority of Balutedars could not
migrate to the city because they have no confidence that they
will have prosperous scope for their traditional occupation in
city. About 39,19 per cent indicated their inability to migrate,
due to lack of capital, while 10,13 per cent told that,  they
were not well versed with the new techniques in their occupa-

tion which 1s essential to get more earnings in the city.

Economic Characteristics of Balutedars :
1. Land Holdings s

The size of the land possessed by the family has a great
impact on the traditional occupation of Balutedars as well as



his economic condition. Generally a bigger size ?;ﬁ;ﬂholding
can support more number of family members as well as provide
work for more number of family members., When size of the hold-
ing is smsall, it can not support more people, as a result, the
Balutedar hag to pay more attention to his traditional occupa-
¢ion or the caste occupation. In many cases, they have to -
search for some other employment in or outside the village. The
data regarding the land holdings of the selected Balutedar -
tamilies,msg?eollected and 1s presented in Table 12, The
distribution of the Balutedar fasmililes has been made on the -
bafiéﬁor their size of non-irrigated and irrigated land holdings.

It was found that the average size of holding of the
Balutedar family works out to only 2,12.,acres.

The very tiny size of holding can be clearly seen <from
Table 12, AS%t of 269’Ba1utedar families 56 families 1,e. 21,54
per eentfds not ewn@f any land at all, The maximum number of
Balutedars (34.23 per cent) were in a single size group of 2
to 4 acres., The next important size groups with substantial
namber of Balutddars was 'less than one acre® and 'l to 2 acres',
Nearly one out of 50 Balutedar families had more than 10 acres
of land., There was not a single Balutedar family having land

holding ‘more than 15 acres,



Table 12 : Distribution of the Balutedars by their size of holdings.

8r.s 8ize of 3 e Village R
No.s holding i¥MhawshisMarul :Kadane : M, iChaphal 3 Total
s s s H. H swadi s (N = 260)

I. Non-irrigated:

l. No land 7 16 - 1 32 56
(2,69) (6,15) (0.239) (12,30) (21.53)

2. Upto 1 gdore 13 8 6 1l 3 31
(5.00) (3.,08) (2231) (0439) ( 1.15) (11,93)

3. 1 to 2 dcres 13 11 7 3 8 42
(5.00) (4,28) (2.,€69) (1.16) (3.C8) (16.15)

4, 2 to 4 23 7 8 9 a2 89
(Be85) (2.,698) (3.08) (3.46) (12,30) (30.38)

5. 4 t0o 6 " 2 8 3 - ) 19
(0,77) (3.08) (1.15) (2,31) ( 7.31)

€s 6 to 10 ® 6 i 3 - 3 iz
(1.82) (0.39) (l.15) (1.15) ( 4.61)

7. 10 to 16 * 8 2 - 1l - 6
(1.14) (0.77) (0.29) ( 2.20)

II. Irrlgatgﬂz L a

gunthas (1.54) (1.54) , (3.08)

2. 10 to 20 * 1 6 - - 2 9
(0,38) (2,31) (077) (3.47)

3¢ 20 to 40 ¥ 3 2 - - 4 )
(1.18) (0.77) (1.54) (3.46)

4. 1 to 2 -3cres 1 6 - - 5 12
(0.39) (2,31) (1.92) (4.€2)

5. 2 to 3 1 (3 - - - 6
(0.39) (1,91) (2,30)

€. Above 3 * " a - - - 2
(0.77) (0.77)

( Note 3 Figures in the brackets indicate percentsges).



Irrigated Land Holdings 3

Out of 260 Balutedar families only 49 Balutedar fami-
lies (18,88 per cent) had some irrigated land while, 211
(81,82 per cent) Balutedar families had no irrigated land at
all.

In village Kadane and M, Wadl there was not & single
Balutedar possessing irrigated area, There were only two
Balutedar fﬁmilies in village Marul Havell possessing '3 to 4
acrest! of irrigated land. None of the Balutedars had more -

than four acres of irrigated land,

This indicates that, Balutedars are very small land
holders and there is practically no scope for them to pursue
farming as the complete source of income for maintaining the
family. As & result Balutedars in the village are taking less
interest in the cultivation of land and find employment in -
other occupation to support their family.

(2) Qccupation s

It is a common knowledge that Balutedar castes have -
their own traditional occupations. However, it was interesting
to find that, out of 260 Balutedar familles spread over 1in
five selected villages,4§h£f’§here wag not a single Balutedar
family depending completely upon the traditional occupation.
The detalled information regarding the different occupations
in which Balutedar families were engaged is presented in Table
13,
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Jo b
Agricultural labour can be said gé’another major occu-
pation in rural areas. iAs many as 40 per cent Balutedars were
engaged in this occupation and 19.24 per cent Balutedars were
engaged in other occupations such as talloring, trade, mason-
ing, selling of fire wood, coolie work etc, Agriculture is the
major occupation of the rural people., It was observed that
maximum number of Balutedars (67,37 per cent) were engaged in
agriculture, Nearly one out of seven Balutedars was doing
service on the fixed pay either in the village or out side,
to support his family. A very few Balutedars completely -
depended upon the service outside the village as teachers and

labourers in the industries nearby.,

Qecupation of Balutedar family members :

For most of the Balutedar families studied no single
occupation provided adequate income, They had, therefore, to
engage themselves and their famlly members generally in more
than on; occupation, Information regarding different occupa-
tions in which the members of Balutedar families are engaged

i8 presented in Table 14,

Table 14 iIndicates that nearly one out of ten (10,03
per cent) persons from Balutedar families was engaged in the
traditional occupation. House hold work is mostly done by
the female members, Hence the higher per cent (37.21 per cent)
of members é;?% observed in this category. Maximum (43.67 per

Lareh i
cent) number of members }sz engaged in agricultural labour



Table 14 3 Distribution of the Balutedar family members by thelr
occupation,
8§Tr.: H __Village _ e
No.sOccupation sMhawshl: Marul : Kadanes M, iChaphal s Total
3 3 s H. 3 : Wadi s N= 1276
1. Traditional 40 31 5 13 39 128
occupation, (3.13) (2.43) (0.39) (1.01) (3.056) (10,01)
2. Service 38 51 25 i1 48 173
(298) (3¢89) (1.96) (0486) (3.76) (13.56)
3. Agril. 72 99 41 14 87 313
labour (5.64) (7.76) (3421) (1.09) (6.82) (24.52)
4, Other 42 71 19 6 106 244
labour (3.29) (5.56) (1a48) (0.47) (8e31) (19.11)
5. Agriculture 40 38 20 7 43 148
(3.10) (2.97) (1.56) (0.54) (337) (11.54)
6. House hold 124 144 44 23 140 475
work (9.72) (11.28) (3444) (1.80) (10.97) (37.21)
7. Education 62 66 25 19 73 245
(4.86) (65.17) (1496) (1449) (65.72) (19.20)
8. Idle (No work 87 24 17 7 41 176
of any kind).  (6,82) (1.88) (1.33) (0.54) (3.21) (12.78)
( Note : Figures in the brackets indieate percentages ).

and other non-agricultural labour. Thus, it indicates that -
the bulk of agricultural and other labour was done by the Balu-

tedar family members in the village.,

245
(19,20 per cent) were school going children while 12,78 per

Out of 1276 total members of Balutedar families,

cent were idle members, who were mostly the children and very

few 014 persons,
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(3) cattle owned by Balutedars :

The cattle are one of the important assets of the rural
family, Mileh animals serve as an important source of subsidi-
ary income to the family and in many cases it enables to meet
2 part of domestic needs. Besides it somé times raised social

prestige of the family in the village community.

The animals serve as an important source of power in
carrying on agriculture and are also used as means of subsidiary
income., Bullocks are used for tilling the soil and pulling -
bullock carts, which is the important means of transport in our
rural area, Cows,b uffaloes and the goats serve as means for
supplying milk, Above all cattle supply valuable manure. The
information about the type and number of cattle owned by the
individual family was collected and is presented in Table 15,

It can be seen from the table 15 that the number of -
Balutedars having one or two bullocks was 79 ( 30,39 per cent )
while, 134 ( 51.54 per cent ) Balutedars had kept buffaloes. -
Goats, a poor man's cow, were kept by 80 ( 30,77 per cent )
Balutedars. It was observed that some lower caste Balutedars
had kept goats for manuring the cultivators field on some fix-
ed amount, while Mulani kept goats for supplying meat to the
villagers and thus earned money. It was also found that th;
number of buffaloes were the highest ( i.e, 181 ) among all

cattle owned by Balutedars,



Table 15 Number of cattle owned by the Balutedars,

3 Village : Total

s — -
Sr.3Type of 3__ Whawshl @ Warul H, : _Kadane $__ M. Wadi :__Chaphal : (N = 260)
No.,: the tNo.of tNo.of :No.of 3No.of sNo,of :No.of sNo,of sNo,of sNO.of :No.of :NO.of tNO,Of
;s eattle 3Balulletani- :Baluteiani- :Balute:ani- :Balutes ani- :Balutesani- :Balutesanimals
: t- darst mals :-dars : mals s:-dars : mals :-dars :mals s-dars : mals :-dars
1, No any 11 - 20 - 10 - 1l - 19 - 61 -
animal (4.23) (7.6€9) (3.85) (0.29) (7.31) (23.48)
2. Bullocks 31 37 19 23 e 2 4 4 23 27 79 93
‘ (11.83) (7.31) (0.,77) (1.54) (B.85) (30.39)
3., Cows 13 18 15 17 9 13 7 8 23 30 67 86
(5.00) (5.77) (3.46) (2.,€9) (8.85) (25.77)
4, Buffaloes 29 34 34 49 13 17 12 16 46 66 134 181
(11.15) (13,08) (5.00) (4.62) (17.69) (61.84)
5. Goats 9 9 24 40 7 17 7 11 33 53 80 129
(3.46) (9.23) (12.€9) (2,69) (12,€9) (30,77)

( Note 3+ Figures in brackets indicate percentages).

04
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Distribution of the Animals 3
(a) Draft Animals s

As can be seen from Table 15 that 30.39 per cent of the
Balutedars had kept bullocks for draft purpose, Out of 79
Balutedars only 13 Balutedars had a pair of bullocks, Some of
these Balutedars used to give their bullocks on hire in 1idle
period and this gave them additional income., The Balutedars -
having a single bullock had to search for another bullock from
other cultivators. They practice co-operation in exchange of
bullecks, It was observed that there were some Balutedars who
owned land but they had no bullocks at all, Table 16 shows the
number of Balutedars possessing land and bullocks,

Table 16 3 Dés{rigution of the Balutedars who owned bullocks
an and.

] s No.,of Balutedars who
No.of Balutedars who: No,of Balutedars : owned some land but
owned some land swho owned bullockss not any bulleck
3 3

204 79 126

It is clear from Table 16 that 125 Balutedars had some
land but they had not kept any bullocks, probably because their
holdings were too small to maintain a bullock pair, These Balu-
tedars got their farm work done by other cultivators in exchange

of some labour on their form.



(b) Milk Animals

_ It was observed that quite a large number of Balutedars
had kept milch animals to supplement their family income. From
Table 15, it will seen that, as compared to other animals,more
number of milch animals were kept by more number of Balutedar

families,

e ng of the Cattle :

The usual feegwgr cattle consists of Bajri and Jowar

At ot
tcdder,\green grass is available in mansoon only., It was -
obgserved that the Balutedara were getting inadeguate fodder for
their cattle, by way of the Balute and from their own land. In
order to meet the cattle feed reguirements, the lower caste -
Balutedars collect grass from the hills and waste lands which
a§2 commonly available, Most of the cattle'iere usually allow-
ed to roam about in open space in villages or out side the -
village for grazing. It was noticed that, members of Balutedar
families, who work as farm labour usually bring some grass from
the fields of farmers when they return from day's work. Goats
are usually taken by the female membe;s of the Balutedar fami-

lies and let loose for grazing in waste lands,
(4) Annual Income @

Information about the annual income is important for
understanding the economic status of the family. In modern

economy the annual income of individual family indicates most
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of its achievements and disabilities, so also the vices and
virtues., Low income for example, will engage an individusl
family more and more in some sort of hard iabour to get enough
income te pull on, ?he data regarding the annual income of

Balutedar families h£$6 collected and 1s presented in Table 17,

Table 17 3 Distribution of the Balutedars by their annual income,
Sr.t Income Group 3 __Village _ —
No.s sMhawshis Marul s Kadane: M. sChaphal § Total
$ Rs, 3 s _H, 3 $ Wadi 3 s N = 260
1. Upto 500 2 3 1 - 1 7
(0.,77) (1.15) (0.39) (0.39) (2.69
2, 501 to 1000 34 27 12 8 47 129
(13.07) (10.38) (4.62) (3.46) (18,08) (49.62)
3. 1001 te 1500 20 26 8 3 28 85
(7.€9) (10,00) (3.08) (1.15) (10,77) (32.69)
4, 1501 to 2000 4 o 4 2 2 21
(1e54) (3.46) (1454) (0.77) (0.77) (8.,07)
6. 2001 to 2500 3 1l 1 - 3 8
(1e15) (0.39) (0.39) (1.15) (3.08)
6. 2501 to 3000 1l 4 - - 3 8
(0.39) (1.54) (1.15) (3.08)
7. 3001 to 3500 - - 1 - - 1
(0.39) (0,39)
8. 3501 to 4000 - 1 - - - 1
(0.39) (0.39)
Total 3 64 71 27 14 84 260

(24,62) (27,32) (10.38) (5,38) (32.,30) (100,00)

( Note 1+ Figures in brackets indicate percentages )
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Table 17 reveals that nearly half (49,62 per cent) of
the Balutedars were getting annual income from yupees *'501 to
1000' while, nearly one third (32.69 per cent) were 1in the
category of rupees '1001 to 1500', The table also reveals
that only 7 (2.69 per cent) Balutedars were getting annual
income belew'fupees 500 and one out of twelve Balutedars was
getting annual income ranging from/i%pees '1501 to 20007,
There were only 16 (6,16 per cent) Balutedars getting annual
income ranging from’fupees 12001 to 3000'. There was not a
single Balutedar getting annual income above ;upeel 4000,

Average Annual Income of Balutedar Castes from Various Sources:

Balutedar families are engaged in one or more occupations
to fulfill their family needs. It was observed that the Balu-
tedars were getting aﬁnnal income from various sources like -
Balute (Payment received from farmers in kind) sgriculture and
other miscellaneous sources (Agricultural labour, services and
non~-agricultural labour). The average annual income of -
different Balutedar castes from these sources is presented in

Table 18.

Table 1B reveals that the Mahars (Nav-Buddha) and Teli
were not engaged in their traditional occupations and hence they
were not getting any Balute. The Mali recorded the highest -
income from Balute, amongst all the Balutedar castes (Rs8.475/-),
while Gondhali got the lowest annual income from Balute (Fs,88.33).

Sutar, Kumbhar, Koli and Jangam were getting annual average income
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Table 18 s+ Caste-wise distribution of Balutedars by the average annual
income from various sources.

8r.s 3 Average income In_Rupees

No.: Caste s From $ From t From other 3 Total

: $ __Balute $ Agriculture tMisc,sourcess
l. Brahmin 225.00 n= 9 1335,56 n= 9 961,82 n=11 1€563.66 n=16
2, Gurae 268418 n=11 736.71 n=14 640.00 n=16 1332,14 n=14
3. Mali 475,60 n= 2 1900.00 n= 2 600,00 N= 1 2625.00 N= 2
4, Mulani 106,00 n= 7 183,33 n= 3 894.44 n= 9 1037.,22 p= 9
5. Sutar 368.33 n=l2  431.66 n=12 316,66 n=12 1112.50 n=12
6. Kumbhar 346,11 n= 9§ 440,00 n=15 690,80 n=228 1007.86 n=28
7. Nhavi 233,23 n=21 530,56 n=18 610700 n=22 1266,72 n=22
8. Parit 180,00 n= 7 286.71l n= 7 976,00 n= 8 1382,60 n= 8
8. Gondhali 82,233 ne 8 200,00 n= 2 B800.00 n= 4 967,00 nx 4
10, Chabhar 187,11 n=1® 620,00 n=16 648,61 n=18 1212,10 n=19
11, Bhoi 118,83 n= 3 283,76 n= 3 900,00 n= 3 1301.66 n= 3
12, Koli 300,00 n= 3 566,67 n=x 8 416,66 n= 3 1283,33 =3
13, Ramoshi 121,26 n= 4 443,75 n= 8 525,00 n= 8 1031.26 n= 8
14. Mang 106.90 n=21 207,38 n=30 673,49 n=43 870.36 n=x43
15, Mshar - 348,71 n=39% 865.00 n=64 1096.E4 n=66
16, Lohar 298,84 n=13 296,423 n=l4 523,23 n=1b 1054.66 n=iS
17, Tell . 3000.,00 n» 1 700.00 n= 2 1100.00 M= 2
18, Jangam 351,66 n=38 600,00 n=1 750.00 n= 2 1018.,38 n= 3
19, Joshi 185,0C n= 1 - 200.00 n= 1 385,00 ¥N= 1
Total 242,70 n=148 469,16 n=196 €94,33nnx=248 1141.,50 n=260
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from Rs.200 to 400 from Balute, Brahmin, Gurao, Nhavi and Lohar
castes were getting an average income of Rs.200 to 299, while
all other castes were getting annual income ranging Rs. 100 to
199, by way of Balute, The total average annual income of 148
Balutedars who wnré engaged in traditional occupation, worked

out te Rs.248,70.

Table 18 also indicates that out of 260 Balutedars 196
were getting part of their annual income from agriculture. The
average annual income of these Balutedars worked out to -
Rs8,469,16. It 1s seen from Table 18 that dhe Teli was getting
the highest annual income from agriculture (Rs.2000/-), Next
to him was one Mali getting Rs.1900/- annually from agriculture.
Joshi was land less Balutedar getting nothing from this source.
Rest of all Balutedars were getting income from agriculture -

ranging from Rs.183,33 to 735,71 per year,

The total income from agricultural labour, services and
other non-agricultural labour was included in other miscella-
necus sources. All the Balutedar castes were getting an -
average Rs.,400 to 9756 from these sources except Joshi and Sutar.
The total average annual income of 248 Balutedars from other
miscellaneous sources was Rs, 694,33. Thus, it is found from
Table 18 that Balutedars were getting most of their annusl -

income from these sources,

Brahmins were getting maximum total average annual income

i.e, R8,1653,66, while Joshl got Rs8.386.00 which was the lowest.
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Table 18 alse shows that the total average annual income of

Balutedars from all the sources comes to Rs.1141.50.

Type of income from Balute 3

Balutedars render certain services to the cultivators
and in return they get share of cultivators harvest periodically.
Cultivators are the patrons of the Balutedars and pay them in

kind for the services rendered. This payment in kind (Balute)

was received by Balutedars in various forms like, Balute in the
form of whole grains, Kadabl, clothes, Shidha and money. The

data in this regard/ ig presented in Table 19.

Table 18 : Distribution of Balutedars according to the kinds of Balute
obtained.,
Sr.: Kind of : - __Village —
No.: Balute tMhawshi : Marul Kadane : M. sChaphal 3 Total
s obtained 3 H. wadl sn= 148
l. Grains 42 36 10 13 43 144
(28+28) (24,32) (6476) (8.78) (20,08) (97.29)
2. Kadabi 38 19 7 12 31 107
(26.68) (12.84) (4.,73) (8.10) (20.94) (72,29)
3, Clothes 2 7 1 3 26 39
(1.35) (4.,73) (0,67) (2,03) (17.87) (26.38)
4, Shidha 6 13 1l 2 3l 52
(3.28) (8.78) (0.€7) (1.35) (20.94) (35.12)
5. Money 18 22 3 (3 a1 79
(12,16) (14.86) (2.03) (3.38) (20.94) (53.38)
( Note : Figures in brackets indicate percentages).
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Table 19 reveals that most of the Balutedars i.e. 97.29
per cent were getting part of thier Balute in the form of -
grains and 72,29 per cent in the form of Kadbi (Fodder). About
26 per cent Balutedars reported that they get a part of the
Balute in the form of some clothes. However, 365,12 per cent
and 53,38 per cent Balutedars were receiving some Balute in the

form of Shidha and money respectively,
a or o ning Balute :

The traditional payment of Balute has become uncertain
and there wag no fixed criteria or measure to ocbtain Balute
from farmers. Generally, in Maharashtra, Balutedars apply
some thumb rule of proportion while receiving the Balute from
farmers. This basis for obtaining Balute was arbitrarily -
decided by Balutedars and cultivators. The information regard-
ing the basis on which Balutedars obtained their Balute was
collected and presented in Table 20,

Table 20 ¢ Distribution of the Balutedars on the basis of which they
receive the Balutes,

sr.: Basis for 3 - Village

No.: receiving sMhawshi sMarul H.:s Kadane : M, sChaphal :Total
] Balute 3 3 H 3§ Wadl tn=148

1. Land holding of 2 5 3 " 8 18
the farmers. (1.25)  (3.28) (2.03) (5.40) (12.16)

2. Annual income 40 32 8 13 40 133

(out-put) of o o o , o o
the garger. (27.03) (21.62) (5,40) (8.78) (27.03) (89,.,87)

3, Labour done for 23 37 3 6 34 3
the farmer (16454) (18.24) (2.03) (4.08) (22.,97) (62.84)

( Note : Pigure in the bracket indicates percentage ).
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Table 20 elearly shows that there is not a fixed -
measure for obtaining Balute., But maximum number of Balutedars
(89,87 per cent) said that, they received Balute on the basis
of annual income (out put) of the farmer while, 62.84 per cent
received Balute in proportion of the work done for the farmers.
A very few Balutedars (12,16 per cent) reported that the Balute

was obtained on the basis of land holding of the farmers,

of ecollect alute :

Traditionally Balutodaiﬁ/servo&the farmers throughout -
the year for which he gets returns at the time of harvesting
of the crops. Such Balutedars colleet their Balute annually or
during the harvest%agﬁseason of the particular crop, while there
are some Balutedars serve the religious, ceremonjal and some
domestic needs of ;illagera. Such Balutedars get their Balute
periodically., Such collection of Balute in kind is not at -
regular time. The data regarding the time of collecting Balute

were collected and is presented in Table 21,

Table 21 : Distribution of Balutedars by the time of collecting

Balute,
Sr.iTime of coliect- : No.of the t Percentage to the
No.: ing Balute s Balutedars ¢ total (N=148)
1., Annually 5 3637
2, Seasonally 136 91,22

3. Irregularly 86 , 67,38




Table 21 reveals that a great majority (91.22 per cent)
of the Balutedars collected part of their Balute seasonally -
i.e, at the time of harvesting of Kharif and Rabi crops, while
only few (3,37 per cent) Balutedars collected Balute annually.
Out of 148 Balutedars 85 (5738 per cent) reported that they
collected Balute irregularly,

Shift in traditional occupation 3

With the growth of industrialization, commerce, and
rise of internal markets assisted by extension of transport
facilities like railways and roads, the old self sufficieniby::
of the village has been progressively worn down, The rigidity
of the old division of labour has been softened. The old
caste barriers to economic and occupational moblility are dimi-
nishing with distintegrating the 'Baluta System®’ in the -
villages.

It was observed that the tendency to give up the tradi-
ditional occupations was prominent among the Balutedars. The
information about the Balutedars engaged and not engaged in

their traditional occupation was collected and is presented in

Table 22,

Table 22 reveals that out of 260 Balutedars studled, -
112 (43,03 per cent) Balutedars had left their traditional
occupations, All the Mahar (Nav-Buddha) did not attend te
their traditional callings. Therefore, maximum per cent (49.14
per cent) Balutedars not engaged in their traditional occupation
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Table 22 ¢ Information of Balutedars engaged in the traditional

occupation,
Sr.: Name of the 3 Number of Balutedars
No.: Balutedar :Engaged in traditionals Not engaged in tradi-
s s occupation s _tional occupation
s $ Number : Per cent : Number 3 Per cent
1, Brahmin 8 5.40 7 6.25
2, Gurao 11 7+43 3 2,68
3, Mall 2 1.36 - -
4, Mulani 7 4,73 2 1,78
6. Sutar 12 8.10 - -
6. Kumbhar ) 6,08 13 11,61
7. Nhavi 22 14,86 - -
8. Parit 7 4,73 1 0,89
9. Gondhali 3 2.03 1 0,89
10, Chambhar 19 12,84 - -
11, Bhoi 3 2,03 - -
12, Koli 3 2.03 - -
13. Ramoshi 4 2,70 4 356
14. Nang 21 14,19 22 19.64
15, Mahar (Nav- - - 66 49.14
Buddha)
16. Lohar 13 8,78 e 1,78
17, Teli - - 2 1.78
18. Jangam 3 2,03 - -
19, Joshi 1 0.68 - -

Total 3 148 100.00 112 100.00
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were found in Mahar caste (Nav-Buddha). Next to them were -
Mangs (19.61 per cent) and Kumbhars (11.61 per cent). It is
also clear from the table 22 that proportionately more number
of Brahmins and Ramoshis had left their traditional occupations.
The tendency to give up the tréditional occupation may be said
to -}e some what prominent among the Mahars (Nav-Buddha), Mangs,
Kumbhare, Brahmins, Ramoshi and Teli Balutedar castes, while 1t
was less in other Balutedar castes i.e., Gurao (2.68 per cent),
Mulani (1,78 per cent), Parit (0.89 per cent), Gondhalli (0,89
per cent) and Lohar (1,78 per cent). A substantial number of
Balutedars doing their traditional occupation were found in case

of Nhavi, Mang, Chambhar, Sutar and Lohar,

Reasons for giving up the traditional occupation 3

Brahmins who left the traditional occupation reported
that they were previously working as 'Kulkarni' that is, their
Job was to write and maintain the village accounts and records
and to assist village head-man in working correspondance with
the Government. All these hereditary posts have been abolish-
ed recently, Secondly, they reported that the ceremonial and
religious functions in the village did not give full engagement
to them and so also enough income to maintain their families,
Therefore, they had no alternative but to seek employment in

another occupation,

Gurao, Mulani, Parit, Gondhali, Lohar and Teli Balute-
dars who had left their respective traditional occupations ,
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however, reported that they did so because the 1income from

it was too low to maintain the family.

Kumbhars who left the traditional occupation told that
the essential raw material like earth for preparing earthen
pots was not available in the vicinity of the village. As also
most of the farmers now reduced the use of earthen pots as
compared in the past, resulted in reducing the income of -

Kumbhars,

Ramoshi and Mangs who left their traditional occupation
offered two reasons, The first was that their income from tra-
ditional occupation was too mearge and Secondly they felt it
below digie 1ty to perform the traditionally assigned jobs.

411 the Mahars (Nav-Buddha) reported that their tradi-
tional work was of very low type and this was the main reason
for all the Mahars (Nav-Buddha) to leave their traditional -
occupation., Further, they told that they had changed their
religion and had accepted the Buddha religion. Therefore, they
do not want to associate themselves with their <¢raditional -

caste occupation,

Change experienced by Balutedars in receiving the Balute s

Mostly, Balutedars received their payment in kinds for
the services rendered. Mainly the uncertainity of crop yields
and inadequate yearly income of their clients has introduced a

state of fluidity in the traditional payments of Balute, .-
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Balutedars had experienced certain changes while obtaining -
their share (Balute) in the harvest of crops, from their clients,
Table 23 shows the distribution of Balutedars according to the

change experienced while receiving the Balute.

Table 23 s Distribution of Balutedars according to the change
experienced in receiving Balute,

8r.: Change experienced in $  Number t Per cent
NO.$ receiving Balute : §i N = 148
1., Balute supplied was not in 148 100.00
the proportion of the work
done.
2., Balute was not given in 144 $7.31
time,
8, Q2uantity of Balute was rela. 86 58.11
tively less in money equiva-
lent,
4. Not adequate. 140 94,59

Table 23 clearly indicates that, almost all ( Cent per |
cent ) Balutedars who received Balute experienced that it was
not proportionate to their work i.e., they were not getting full
benefits of their work, As many as 97.31 per cent Balutedars
reported that they did not get the Balute in time i,e. thpy do
not get thelr share from their clients when they go to collect
it. Out of 148 Balutedars, 86 (568,11 per cent) received Balute
relatively less in money equivalent and 140 (94,59 per cent )
experienced that the Balute received was not adequate to main-

tain their families,



Reasons for the changes in_the Balute payment 3

It was observed thg},a?O.éo per cent of Balutedars were
experiencing hardship in obtaining the Balute due to very Ilow
agricultural production of their clients. Out of 148 Balute- _
dars 63 (42.58 per cent) reported that, they had experienced
change in obtaining the Balute because, seme times their -
clients get their work done from some other sources. It was
also observed that 31,75 per cent Balutedars were getting less
and less traditional work year after year from their clients -
and hence, they received lesser payments, Seventeen Balutedars
reported that they did not put more efforts in their traditional
occupation because they were getting good incole fromothetr -
occupations and as a result they got less Balute. Thirty (20,27
per cent) Balutedars opined that their clients gave less Balute
because they did not feel their necessity in the village,

Reasons for not liking to eontinue the traditional occupation s

Out of 148 Balutedars 70 (47.29 per cent) Balutedars did
not like to continue their traditional occupation. To understand

the reasons from such Balutedars the data were collected and are

presented ih Table 24,

It is found from Table 24 that, the maximum number of
Balutedars (44.59 per cent) did not like to continue their -
traditional occupatioQ,/G;cause they feel that the work tradi-
tionally assigned was of inferior type. As many &as 40,54 per
cent Balutedars reported that they had lost interest in -
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Table 24 : Distribution of Balutedars by the reasons for not
liking to continue the traditional occupation.

8Te: Reason ! Number * Per cent
No.; $ i n = 148
1., No proper scope to the 31 20,94

traditional occupation
in the village. .

2, Inadequate income from 60 40,54
:go traditional occupa-
on.

3., Less remuneration as 37 25,00
compared to the work
put in,

4, Traditionally assigned 66 44,59
work 1s of inferior -

type.

eontinueing their traditional occupation because they got -
inadequate income to maintain their family. About 21 per cent
Balutedars reported that there was no proper scope to their
traditional occupation in the village, while 25 per cent -
expressed that farmers paid less remuneration and gave more
work, therefore, they did not like to continue their traditional

occupation,

The opinionsof the Balutedars regarding various aspects

of their traditional occupation like, continuance of traditional
occupation by their son, benefits acrued from the occupation ,

village situation for the traditional occupation, desiribility
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or otherwise of getting payment in kind for supplies and -

services etc, were sought., They are presented below :

(a) Opinion about continuance of traditional occupation by

their sons :

The future of their traditional occupation will prima-
rily depend upon the skills trghsmitted to the younger genera-
tion as well as inspiration given by the farmer or other -
relatives for continuing the traditional occupation, This -
mainly depends upon the personal opinion of the Balutedars,
Opinions of the Balutedars were recorded and are given in -

Table 25,

Table 25 : Opinion of the Balutedars regarding continuation
of the traditional occupation by their sons.,

g;:: Opinion : Number : Percentage
1. Son should not eontinue 94 63.52
the traditional occupa-
tion.
2e Son should continue the 54 36.48

traditional occupation,

Total : 148 100.00

It can be revealed that the majority of the Balutedars
(63,564 per cent) did not desire their sons to continue the
traditional occupation, However, 64 (36,48 per cent) Balute-
dars were of the opinion that their sons should continue their

traditional oeccupation, ;



(b) Opinion_about benefits acrued

The opinions regarding benefits acrued from the tradi-
tional occupation from the point of view of satisfaction were
sought. Only two Balutedars remarked that they got satisfa-
etory benefits out of their work in the Balutedari, while
88.61 per cent remarked that they were not getting full bene-
fits for their work.

(c) Qpinjon regarding the adeguacy of work from the traditionsl

ecoupation s

In this connection, majority of the Balutedars (79.05
per cent) opined that their traditional occupation eoculd not
provide adequate work for their family., However, 21,6C per
cent Balutedars felt that thelr traditional occupation could
provide adequate work to their family.,

(d) Opinion regarding obtaining the Balute in the form of, -

money :

It was found that the 41,22 per cent Balutedars desired
to receive their Balute in kind rather than in the form of -
money. They did not desire to change the old pattern of -
receilving the Balute from their clients., The number of Balute~
dars who desired to get their traditional paymen£ in the fornm

of money was little more i.e., 58,78 per cent.
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(e) Opinion regarding the village situation for the traditional
occupation 3

The Balutedars were interrogated so as to obtain -
information about the village situation for the traditional
occupation like, competetion in the occupation in the village.
The information in this regard 1s presented in Table 26.

Table 26 ¢+ Distribution of Balutedars by their opinions
regarding the village situation for the traditional

occupation,
Sr.s H $ Per cent
No.s Opinion ; Number : (n = 148)
1, No competétion in the tradi- 38 25,68
tional oécupation in village,
2., There is competetion in tra- 110 74.34
ditional occupation in village.
3¢ Village situation is not favou- 104 70627
rable for the traditional -
occupation,
4, Village situation is favourable 44 29,73

for traditional occupation,

It can be seen from the table 26 that 74.24 per cent
Balutedars reported that there was eompetetion in the tradi-
tional occupation in the village while, 25,68 per cent Balu-
tedars reported that there was no eompetetion in the tradi-
tional occupation in the village. As many as 104 (70.27 per
cent) Balutedars remarked that the village situation 1s net
favourable for the traditional oqcupation while, only 29,73
per cent Balutedars expressed that the village situation is

favourable for the traditional ococupations



Soclo-economic status of the Balutedars s

Socio-economic standing of any individual in a given
community is dependent on many factors. Socio-economic status
gives a picture of an individual or a family in respect of
soclal and economic position in a community. Chapin has defin-
ed socio-economic status as *the position an individual or a
family occupies with reference to the prevailing average -
standards of cultural position and participation in the group
activities of the community.

A socio-economic status scale developed by Dr.W.B.
Rahudkar, was used in this study to determine the socio-econo-~
mic status of the Balutedars, The scale is particularly useful
in adoption studies and alsc economiecally oriented sociological
gtudies. 8o this scale was employed for the purpose of ascer-
taining the socio~economic status of the Balutedars in this
study. The total score has been taken as a measure of the -
gocio~economic stetus of the Balutedars, This summation of -
score of all the elements of the scale of each Balutedar was
classed and grouped in the appropriate groups. Table 27 shows
the distrivution of the Balutedars by the total score of the

socio-economic status,

It is found from Table 27 that there wasﬁonly one family
from village Marul Havell in first category i.e. upper score
'46 and over'! while there were five Balutedars (1.92 per cent)

in the second category 1i.e. score between '41 to 45!, There was
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Table 27 ¢ Distribution of the Balutedars by the total of socio-economic
status score,

tSocio-econo- 13 Villages —
Classimic status : 3 : : s Total
s (Range in sMhawshi : M, sKadane ¢+ M, sChaphal s N= 260
H score) s tHavell : t wadl H H
I. Upper - 1l - - - 1
4% i over (0.39) (0.39)
II. gg%g%_gigg;g 1 2 - - 2 5
L+ (0.39) (0.77) (0077) (1093)

I11. Lower middle 9 11 4 1 8 38
6 to 40 (3.46) (4.23) (1’54) (0.39) (3007) (12069)

Iv. ggger lower 3l 32 "] 8 38 118
1 to 111.983) (12.31) (38.46) (3.07) (14.61) (45.38)

V. Lower (Poverty) 23 a5 14 5 36 103
30 and below (8,84) (9.62) (5.38) (1.92) (13.85) (39.61)

Totsl 3 64 71 27 14 84 260
(24.62) (27,32) (10.38) (5,38) (32.30) (200.00)

( Note : Figures in the brackets indicate percentages ).

not a single Balutedar from the village Kadane and M.Wadi 1in
this category. There were 33 (12,69 per ecent) Balutedars 1in
third category 1i.e. lower middle score of 136 to 40¢, The
maximum number of Balutedars viz. 118 (45,28 per cent) belong-
ed to fourth class of upper lower i.e, '31 to 35' score range.
The next majority of 103 Balutedars (39,61 per cent) were in
the fifth class of lower indicating the status of poverty.
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Average Socio-economic status score of the Balutedars :

The preceding table indicated the distribution of the
tetal socio-economic status score of the Balutedars in general,
In order to get a clear plcture of the socio-economic status
of different Balutedars, the information is presented in Table
28, The average socio-economic status score 1s presented for
each type of the Balutedars in the different selected villages,
This will facilitate comparision of different type of the -
Balutedars, 4

Table 28 reveals that the Mali had secured an average
gscore of (39.50), But the Brahmin frqm the village M. Haveli
had secured 46 which was more than all the 260 Balutedars -
studled., However, Brahmin Balutedars on an average secured
38,66 and were second in the sccio-~economic ranking of the
Balutedars, Sc¢ also Bhoies had an average score 35,66 and
were third in the rank, Teli, Sutar, Gurao, Parit, Lohar and
Koli had secured average score ranging from 30.00 to 35.00 ,
while Kumbhar, Nhavi, Mulani, Chambhar, and Jangam Balutédars
had secured an average score between 31.00 to 33,00, Compara-
tively Mahar, Ramoshi, Mang, Joshi and Gondhali Balutedars -
had lower score i.e, below 30 indicating the poverty status,
Joshi Balutedar had a lowest (26.00) place in the scle of -

socio-sconomic status,
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able 28 : Average socie-economic status score of different Balutedars.

gg::aalutedar :ﬁﬁawshia Marul : KadanZ:li? * $Chaphal : Average of
g $ t H, 3 : VWadi $_the total
1, Mall 36,00 43,00 - - - 39,80
2, Brahmin 43,00 46,00 " - 37.33 38,66
3. Bhéi - 365480 36,00 - - 36466
4, Tell - 32,00 38,00 - - 356,00
6. Sutar 36466 34,50 34,66 33.00 33,33 34,€6
6. Gurae 34,14 35,00 37.00 34,00 33.00 34,48
7. Parit 33,40 | 34450 - - 32,00 33450
8. Lohar 32,87 34.75 30.00 32,00 36,00 33.26
9. Koli - - - - 33,00 33,00
10, Kumbhar 28,00 33,80 35,00 33,00 32,62 32,86
11, Nhavi 32,00 365,20 32,00 32,60 31,33 32,60
12, Mulani - 36.00 - 28,00 31.€6€ 32.00
13, Chambhar 32,67 30.62 - 37.60 29,50 31.94
14, Jangam - - - - 31,€6 31.€6
15, Mahar 30,20 29,83 28,87 29,00 28,06 29,10
16. Ramoshi - 30.00 28,80 - 27,00 28,87
17. Mang 20,12 25,33 25,00 27.66 27.82 27.88
18, Gondhalil - 27,00 - - - 27,00

19, Joshi - - - - 26,00 26,00
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CHAPTER V

DISCUSSION

Indian Rural Society 1s divided into innumerable
caste groups., Baluta system in rural Maharashtra is funda-
mentally based on caste system and division of 1labour. -
Besides other factors, these Balutedar castes offer a wide
range of similarities and differences as regards their formal
educational level, family size, place of residence, socilal
characteristics and economic characteristies such as 1land
holding, eccupation, income, opinions regarding their caste

occupation as well as their socio-economic status,

In this study Balutedars comprising of 19 different

cagstes viz. 3

1, Brahmin, 2. Gurao, 3. Mali,

4, Sutar, 6. Lohar, 6. Kumbhar,

7. Nhavi, 8, Parit, 9, Gondhali,
10. Chambhar, 11, Bhoi, 12, Koli,
13, Ramoshi, 14, Mang, 15, Mahar

. (Nav Buddha)

16, Teli, 17. Jangam 18, Joshi, and
19, Mulani,

were available for study in the villages selected for study.
All the 260 Balutedars from the five selected villages were -
included in the sample for study.
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Education :

The over all situation indicated that there was high
percantage of 1lliteracy among the Balutedars studied. ot
these 56,15 per cent of Balutedars had no formal education at
all. This might be because of scarce educational facilities
in rural areas in the pre~-independance period and for about a
decade in the post independance period. This might be alse -
due to poverty of the Balutedars and unawareness of the -
parents of the heads of families regarding the importance of
education, Again formal education was not very essential for
earrying out the caste occupation and the children are often
taken help of in the occupation so that they learn the caste
cccupation and become trained in the traditional eecupation,
Hence, children were usualiynot required to attend the school,
Among the literate Balutedars 24,62 per cent had received
primary education, about 14 per cent had middle school educa~-
tion and only & per cent received secondary education, It was
also revealed that, due to poor economic condition, Balutedars
could not take middle school and high school education and
hence the too low per cent of Balutedars were found 4in this

category.

As regards educational level of the Balutedars' family
members, large number of pérsons 1.0 56.04 per cent were
illiterate and very small number (1.25 per cent) had received
college education, This 1s because low caste Balutedars like

Mahar, Mang, Chambhar, etc, cannot afford to send their -
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e¢hildren to college and number of children from Balutedars -
had no work and they do not eare to attend the school, Their
sources of income are meagre and they have to get employed -
somewhere as labourers for fulfilling their family needs. -
Therefore, persons from Balutedars' families who had received
middle school and secondary education was considerably low i.e,
15.05 per cent and 8.22 per cent respectively. More number of
persons were educated upto the secondary level only in villages

ﬂJA‘}“
where there %} secondary education facilities,

V4
/

Family size s

Considerably large (45,78 per cent) number of families
had 6 to 10 members in their families, 8Small number of Balute-
dar families had more than 15 persons in their fseily while -
11,54 per cent Balutedar families were 11 to 15 Members. Compa~

Id

ritively less number of families had members upto 3.

The over all situation indicates that there is trend
among Balutedars towardsbilg sized famjilies. This trend towards
having big sized families may be due to several reasons. First
is that the Indian families are generally Jjoint families. It -~
may alse be due to unawareness of the rural people about the
harmful effects of the blg sized family on the happiness and
prospects of the members, It also shows that Balutedars are -
not much educated about family planing. The big sized <family
may alse be the result of oute-doock of the rural people towards
child birth which is considered the gift from the God.



Place of Residence of Balutedars :

Traditionally certain Balutedar castes reside 1in
certain locality fixed by village community. Place of their
residence many times 1s recognised by their hereditary call-
ings e.g. Sutarwada for the locality of Sutars, EKumbarwada
for locality of Kumbhars, Mangwada for locality of Mangs and
Maharwada for the locality of Mahars. It was observed that
the houses of 51,86 per cent Balutedars were located withim
the village and 48,14 per cent Balutedar were residing out-
side the village, This is because the clean caste Balutedars
who are not considered so inferior wers allowed to bui%f‘ﬁf-
their houses close to the other village community. Héwever,
there are some Balutedar castes considered inferior and tra-
ditionally they are not allowed to build their houses close
to other clean castes. These unclean Balutedar castes stay-
ing 1little away from the village community include Mang,Mahar,

Chambhar and Ramoshi, These castes were considered by other

castes as unclean castes,

Caste and Religion :

Gurao, Sutar, Lohar, Kumbhar, Nhavi, Mang, Mahar play
an important role in the village economy and social life and
they constituted two thirds of total Balutedars studied. -
Services of these Balutedar castes are essential 1in village
while other Balutedars were least important, There is only one
Balutedar caste from Muslim religion, The Mahar Balthdars -
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have recently accepted the Buddha religion because they were
traditionally assigned very low type of work and they were
congidered low caste untouchables - persons by village commu-

nity. They also feel their traditionally assigned work, as
below dignity.

Clagsification of Balutedars :

Balutedars castes were classified as per the role of
their traditional occupation. Maximum number of Balutedars -
were in first line because they play most important role in
the village and next to this 36.58 per cent. Balutedars were
observed in second line because their work was of secondary
importance in the village economy and last class constituted
only 24,53 per cent because they were least important in the
village,

Interdining 3

Brahmin and Sutar Balutedars consider themselves most
superior and therefore, they do not accept food from any other
castes while low Balutedar castes like Malil, Kumbhar, Gurao ,
Teli, Lohar, Gondhali, Bhoi, Nhavi, Parit, use to interdine -
among most of the village castes, Ramoshi, Mang, Mahar and
Chambhar are considered unclean Balutedar castes and therefore,

majority of caste do not take Pakka food from these castes,



Inter-caste marriage

The information collected showed that in none of the
Balutedar familles inter-caste marriage has taken place, This
seems to be mostly due to rigorous social control over this
custom. It may be said, therefore, that this social maladjust-
ment shall not be a serious problem in the rural society for

years to come,

Migration :

The men from the Balutedar famlilies were migrated to
the cities and towns in search of employment as their tradi-
tional occupation could not provide them satisfactory source
of employment and livelihood. More number of persons from
Balutedar families migrated from village Marul,Haveli,Mhawshi
and Chaphal because these villages could not provide gainful
employment to the young persons from Balutedar family. The
migration of Balutedars alse may be due to urban é;ntacts 9
attraction of something better or lucrative may distract a
young man causing him refuse to keep up fho’traditionally -
agsigned work of his father, Better prospects, urban contacts,
relatives and friends in urban areas might be some other -

causes resulting in migration of young,'Balutedars.

It was observed that even most of the Balutedars were
desiring to migrate to the city and earn more money but they

could not do se. Because of 1) of lack of confidence of -~
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proper scope for their occupation in the urban areas, 2) lack
of adequate finance for establishing in the cities, 3) 1lack
of latest new techniques and advanced information in their

occupation which is essentizl to get more earnings in the city.,

Economic characteristics

(1) Land Holdings :

The Balutedars were very small land holders. Average
size of holding of the Balutedar family worked out to only
212 acres while 21,54 per cent Balutedars had no land &t
all, Only about 15,00 per cent Balutedars had non-irrigated
land above 4 acres and majority of the Balutedars (1.e.,about
68 per cent) had non-irrigated land holding upto 4 acres,
This is because the constant sub~division due to inheritance
and abolition of the Inams of some Balutedars, as well as
due to tenancy legislation some Balutedars, mostly Brahmins,
had to give their land to their tenants.

A8 regards irrigated land holding a large majority
1.0, 8l.02 per cent Balutedars had no irrigated land at all,
There was not a single Balutedarg from the villages M.Wadi
and Kadane having irrigated are&, This is because these
villages had very negligible irrigation facilities and thus
there 18 very small area under irrigation in the village.
Most of Balutedars do not take interest to cultivate their
land because they had low type of land and income derived

from such land is very meagre.
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Occupation

Every Balutedar caste has its own occupaffén’%ﬁiéh‘WIIj
generally hereditary in nature. Only 56,27 per cent Balutedars
were following thelir traditional occupation. In addition to
their traditional occupation they were also engaged in other
secondary occupations like, Agriculture, Service,Agril. labour
and other labour to supplement their income and family needs.
About 40 per cent Balutedars were working as agricultural -
labourers and 19.25 per cent worked as other non-agricultural
labour, While 67,37 per cent Balutedars were cultivating their
lands and very few depended upon the service out side the -
village as teachers,’ and workers in the industries. Thus, 1t
was interesting to{find out thag,fthere was not a single Baluw
tedar who completely depended ubon the traditional occupatien.
This is because the traditional occupation had not provided
adequate income, The Mahars have completely left their tradi-
tional occupation due to religlous change, Most of the Brahmins
were also found not doing their traditional work as they could
not ggt sufficient and satisfactory income. Therefore, they -

e

wasre engaged themselves along with their family members in one
or more other occupationdlike serviegif;griculturc. As discuss-
ed above, the traditional occupation can not provide adequate
work to the families of Balutedars in villages, only 10 per
cent members of Balutedar families were working in their tradi-
tional occupation while 13,56 per cent persons were doing -

service, The maximum number of members from Balutedars!? -
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families were engaged 3m agricultural labour and non-agricul-
tural labour, Since, it is the only occupation which 1is
readily availlable and which does not require any special skill
and/or capital, 19.20 per cent were receiving formal educa-
tion in school and these were children., Some of the children
were not at all attending school and were found idle this
might be due to poverty and ignorance of their parents., Most
of the household work was done by the ladies and, therefore,
some what more (37,21 per cent) persons were observed in this
category. It is clear that the substantial number of persons
from Balutedar population are leaving their caste occupation,
and eccepting some other Job. This is because the traditional
occupations were extremely uneconomic., Only remedy to this
seems8 to be to provide eppertunities for gainful employment in

rural areas by way of encouraging and helping cottage indus-

tries,
at owne utedars :

Comparatively less number (viz. 30.38 per cent) of Balu-
tedars have maintained bullocks for farming. Thiﬁ is because
number of Balutedars do not possess land and those who have
some land might not be getting adequate work throughout the
year and alsoc yields to maintain bullocks, This might be due
to very small and uneconomic holdings of the Balutedars.Large
number of Balutedars (51,54 per cent) have kept buffaloes as
milch animaie This attitude towards keep{pg more number of
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milch animals may be for the reason that they get subsidéf?
income from milk to supplement thelr family income., For the
same reason 25,77 per cent Balutedars had kept cows, Goat 1is
poor man's cow and it 1s very economic to maintain, Therefore,
30,77 per cent Balutedars i.e, nearly one third of the popu~
lation had kept the goat. This alsc might be due to reason
that goat can be fed after the farm labourers from the Balu-
tedar families, Most of the cattle were usually allowed to
roam about in open spaces of villages during off season or
out side the village for grazing.?;Particularly goats were
taken by the female members of Baiutedar families and let -

loose for grazing in waste lands,

Annual income 3

Only 2,69 per cent Balutedars were getting annual income
upto Rs.,500/-., Most of the Balutedars i.e. 49,62 per cent
were earning between Rs.501 to 1000/-, However, one third
(32,69 per cent) of the Balutedars were getting between -
Rs.1001 to 1500 rupees. In these two income groups compara-
tively larger number of Balutedars were observed from village
Mhawshi, Marul Havell and Chaphal. This might be due to the
fact that these villages are big villages and can provide -
better opportunities to the Balutedars in the village to raise
their family income., There were only two Balutedars getting
annual income from Rs.3001 to 4000/~ and there was not a single
Balutedar getting annual income above Rs,4000/=. Only about 14
per cent Balutedars were getting annually Rs.1501 to 3000/=. =
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This shows that generally Balutedars are not getting satis-

factory annual income which might be due to :

(1) Low agricultural production,

. (2) Very small land holdings,

(3) Lack of education and occupational skill among the
Balutedars and

(4) Decline in their traditional occupations,

It was very interesting to note that on an average
lowest income 1i.e, RsS.242,70 wag annually derived from Balute
or their traditional occupation. Mali used to receive high-
est (Rs.475/-) average income from Balute while Gondhali -
received lowest income of Rs,.88,33 from Balute, This might
be due to falling ocut of some functions of Gondhali Balutedar
Sutar, Kumbhar, Koli and Jangam were getting Rs.300 to 400/-
and Gurao, Brahmin, Nhavi and Lohar caste were getting between
Rs.200 to 300 while all other castes were getting annually -
between Rs.100 to 200 Balute, This Balute was received in kind.
It was observed that, the Balutedars were getting more income g
from sources other than their traditional occupation. This 3}(//f
might be due to the decline in the number of clienfs‘and -
reasons mentioned before for low annual income, On an average
all Balutedars were getting annually Rs.1141,50 from all -
gsources, However, they were getting maximum average 1income
of Rs8,684,33 per year from other miscellaneous secondary ocectw

pations which includes agricultural labour, service and none

agricultursl labour,



105

The payment of Balutedar was received in kind which
is locally termed as "Balute® was actually received in -
variouys forms, Most of Balutedars (97.29 per cent) received
Balute in form of grains, This is because it is customary to
pay the Balutedars at the time of harvesting of the crop,his
share for his service in form of grains, Similarly at the
time of harvesting the farmers usé;to give them certain -
number of bundles of the harvested crop along with the ear-
heads and therefore, 72.29 per cent Balutedar reported that
they have received part of their Balute in form of Kadabi. -
Very small number of Balutedars reported that they get Balute
in form of 'Shidha’ and clothes., This is because Shidha and
clothes are paid to the certain type of Balutedars at the .
time of particular socio-religious eceremony and such ceremo9i&Adz
are limited around the year e.g. Brahmin, Joshi and Jangam
Balutedars get shidha in the marriage of their eli;nt as well
as at the time of some religious functions such as christen-
ing ceremony, thread ceremony, Jawal ceremony etc. However,

63,38 per cent Balutedarsreceived part of their total Balute

in the form of money,

This traditional payment of Balute has become uncer-
tain and therefore, there is no fixed eriteria or measure to
obtain Balute from the farmers or their client. Only 12,16
per cent Balutedars reported that they get their share on
the basis of land holding while 89,87 per cent reported that
they get Balute on basis of annual income (out-put) of the
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farmer, This might be due to uncertainity of crop yields.
Howeve54 62.84 per cent reported that they get their share

as per the labour done by them for the farmers,

Balutedars colleet thelir payment in kind generally
at the time of the harvesting, As there are two harvesting
seasons of a year, Balutedar goes to hlis client in that -
season and collects his share seasonally, Hence most of
Balutedars (91,22 per cent) reported that they collect part
of their Balute seasonally and very few (3,37 per cent)
reported that they collect their Balute annually. There are
some Balutedars like Brahmin, Mali, Gurao, Parit, etc. whose
services are frequently required and, therefore, they get
Bélute at irregular time or whenever the services are extend-
ed or performed for the farmers, Of the total Balutedars -
57288 per cent Balutedars reported of getting Balute at irre-
gular time,

Shift in traditional occupation :

Rapidly changing technology and economy of the coun-
try has particularly affected the occupational structure of
the caste, with the result that a number of Balutedar fami-
lies have either left their caste occupation or on the }}n"%ﬁéﬁ%
of leaving theilr hereditary occupation, Out of the 260
Balutedars 112 (43,03 per cent) Balutedars had left their
traditional occupation., There was not a single Balutedar

from Mahar and Teli caste doing thelr hereditary caste
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occupation, This is because Mahars were assigned lower type
of work and were considered inferior, hence they have changed
their religion and had accepted the Buddha religion, Therefore,
they do not want to assoclate themselves with their traditional
casts occupation. While, due to ex%zgsi?n of 01l Mills, -
farmers get their oil-seeds crushedﬁ&ﬁ};heaper rate resulting
into complete winding up egt/;f the traditional occupation of
the Teli Balutedar. Brahmins left their traditional occupation
because their job of maintaining village records and making
correspondance with the Govt, is abolished and also'the ceremo~
nial and religious functions in the village did not give full
engagement to them. This does not provide enough income to -
maintain their families, Large number (11l.61 per cent) of -
Kumbhar families have left their traditional occupation. This
might . be due to the reason that earthen pots are not so durable
as brass vessel, Production and use of such metal utensils has
besn increased on large scale and such utensils are being more
popular in the village because they are more economical and last
long, Therefore, potter's (Kumbhar's) traditional eccupation
has been lapsed to great extent. Most of Ramoshi families left
their traditional occupation, because income derived from their
traditional job was very meagre and they felt it below dignity
to perform the traditionally assigned jobs, About 20 per cent
were Mangs, among the Balutedars'gbefﬁ;ve left their traditicnal
occupation., This may be due to elimination of his role as an

rope-maker in the village., Use of ropes is being less and less
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day by day and farmers get ropes in market, Therefore, %hey

do not like to use services of Mangs on Baluta basis,

%}izmost all the Balutedars experiencej@ that the
'Balute' received by them was not in proportion of their work
and 97.31 per cent told that they could not éet Balute in
time. 58,11l per cent Balutedars received Balute relatively
less in money equivalent and most of the Balutedar were not
getting adequate 'Balute! to maintain their families. This
was primarily due to very low agricultural production. This
may also be due to the fact that farmers get their work done
from some other skilled worker at cheaper rate and they do
not feel importance of some Balutedars in the village and -
farmers neglect to pay them their share, therefore, some Balu-

tedars were getting less and less traditional work year after

year,

Opinions of _the Balutedars regarding their traditional
eccupation ¢

The opinions of the Balutedars regarding various -
agpects of their traditional occupation were sought. It was
observed that out of 148 Balutedars doing traditional work
44,59 per cent did not like to continue their traditional work
because they feel, 1t was of inferior type. Twenty five per
cent reported that they are getting less remuneration, As many
as 40.54 per cent expressed inadequate income from traditional

occupation as the reason for not continuing the occupation and
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20,94 per cent felt "no bright scope" in doing the traditional

occupation.

Majority of the Balutedars (63,54 per cent) did not
desire to put their sons to their traditional work, This
may be due to lack of proper scope in the occupation and
their changing attitude to put their sons in some better
job to earn better, 88461 per cent Balutedars expressed
that they were not getting full benefits for their work while,
79.05 per cent experienced that traditional occupation could
not provide adeguate full time work to their family. About 42
per cent Balutedars intend to get their share as Balute in the
form of money equivalent, This may be due to fhe fact that -
farmers do not pay them in kind properly. The Balutedars need
cash te purchase grocery,clothes, ete, It was observed <that
in the village 70,27 per cent Balutedars were experiencing -
unfavourable situation for the traditional occupation. This
may be due to the weakened original values of the roles of the
Balutedars in the village., Availablility of finished goods of
better quality in the urban areas or weekly bazars in the area
right be other reason for decreasing demand for the services
of Balutedars. An out-side economy threatens both farmers and
Balutedars, The farmers do not get satisfactory produce at.
the same time do not get better prices for their produces,this
also affects the payment to be made to the Balutedars.
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gocjo-Economic Status of the Balutedars s

Soclo~economic standing of any individual in a commu-~
nity is dependent on many factors and it gives a picture of
an individual or family in respeect of social and economic
position in a community. It was observed that there was only
one Balutedar from Marul Havell in upper socilo-economic
status score range. This may be due to the reason that the
Balutedar had better scope for earning money &s well as
social status in the village, Similarly, very small per cent
of Balutedars w§2e also placed in the upper middle category.
Maximum (45,38 per cent) Balutedars belonged to the fourth
class of upper lower and 39,61 per cent belonged to the
£ifth class of lower indicating the status of poverty. It
is seen that majority of the Balutedars were found in the
last two classes, This indicated their 1low socio~economic
status, This may be due to reasons that they are not getting
better income and better response from the village community.
Low standard of living of the Balutedars 1s also indicated
by the soclo-economic status of the Balutedars. Viewing the
average socio~economic status of the different Balutedar
castes it secems that the Balutedar caste has its respective
socilal and economic standing in the village community. Mali
Balutedars had secured highest (39,50) average score, This

may be due to the fact that Malis were possessing Detter
land and they get better income from(ﬁpd/;Zriculture. Next

to this Brahmins had also secured higher (38,66) socio-economic
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score than other Balutedars. This may bve due to the better
educational level and better living as well as economic -
standard of this particular Balutedar.Bhoi, Sutar, Teli, -
Gurao, Parit, Lohar and Koli Balutedaﬁfhad secured average
socio-economic score ranging from 30 éo 35,66, This 1s -
because these Balutedars had the upper lower socio-economic
standard. However, Kumbhar, Nhavi, Mulani, Chambhar and
Jangam Balutedars had secured an average score between 31 te
33« Comparjtively Mahar, Ramoshi, Mang, Joshi and Gondhali.
Balutedars‘had a lowest score 1.,e, below 30 indiecating the
poverty status, The Joshi Balutedar had lowest (26) place
in the scale of soclo-economic status. This is because the
role of these Balutedar is beling eliminated day by day and
their socio-economic status is descending due to the chang-
ing soclo-economic conditiong in the village, Thus the dete-
rioration and disintegration of the roles and functions of
Balutedars had affected the Baluta system asi;hole. The Balu-
tedar families are not getting enough income by working for
the farmers and rural society., Renovation of this Baluta -
system seems to be essentlal for maintaining the self suffi-

cient nature of village in respect of goods they need.



CHAPTER VI

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

The Indian society and the caste are closely related.
In other socleties of the world the family 1is much important
in deciding what individual will be in his future life. In
our country in addition to this, the caste of an individusal
had been and to large extent at present too is a factor play-
ing vital role in guiding destinies of an individual, Caste
is a basic censtituent of the Baluta system which traditionally
agsigns the roles and functions of an individual in village

comnmunities of the Maharashtra,

The main purpose of this study was to test the hypo-
thesis that : the Baluta system in rural Maharashtra has
undergone a social change in respect of the traditional occu-
pation, economic conditlion, and social status of the Balute-
dars, In addition, it was also intended to study wvarious -
socioveconomic factors which led to slow disintegration of

abolition of the Baluta system,

For testing the above hypothesis and to c¢ollect the
data regarding the present position of the Baluta system a
sample of 260 families of different Balutedar castes from
randomly selected five villages from Patan taluka of Satara

district was selected,



113

The study attempted to bring out factual information
regarding the personal, social and economic¢ characteristics
of the Balutedars. It also tried to understand the position
of their traditional occupation and socio-economic status,

The findings of thils study are summarised below 3

The sample of 260 Balutedars was constituted by 56.15
per cent illiterate, 24,62 per cent educated upto primary
school, 14,23 per cent educated upto middle school and only
5 per cent Balutedars who had some secondary education. Of
the 1276 members of these Balutedar familles 56,04 per cent
were illiterate inspite of the fact that all the villages
under study had primary schools and compulsory primary educa-
tion Act, is in force in the State. About one in five family
members of Balutedar's family had received education upte 4th
standard while one out of seven members of Balutedar famililes
had received middle school education 1.e., from Vth to VIIth
standard, However, only one out of ten had recelived seebndany
school education and only one in elghty members of Balutedar

families had recelved some college education,

Out of 260 Balutedar families studied 45.78 per cent
families were having € to 10 members, 39,60 per cent had
members upto 6§, 1l¢54 per cent were having ll to 15 members

and only 3,08 per cent were having more than 15 family members,

It wag revealed that out of 19 Balutedar castes studied,

houses of 15 Balutedar castes were located within the village
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and these were :

1) Brahmin, 2) Gurav, 3) Mali, 4) Sutar,
5) Lohar, 6) Gondhali, 7) Teli, 8) Jangam,
9) Joshi, 10) Koli, 11) Nhavi, 12) Mulani,
13) Bhoi, 14) Kumbhar, 15) Parit.

However, houses of only four castes were located at the out
skirﬁ&or the villages, These four castes were, 1) Mang,
2) Mahar, 3) Chambhar, and 4) Ramoshi which constituted 126
(48,14 per cent) Balutedar families.

Among the 19 Balutedar castes studied 17 Balutedar
castes belonged to Hindu religion. Only one Balutedar caste
belonged to Muslim religion and other ‘Mhhar' caste belonged
originally to Hindu religion but now converted to¢;ﬂ/gBuddhism.
(Nav-Buddha), The dats also revealed that out of 18 Balutedar
castes 7 castes existed in all the five villages studied and
constituted two third (67 per cent) of the total number -
of Balutedars, These castes were, 1) Gurao, 2) Sutar, -
3) Kumbhar, 4) Nhavi, 5) Mang, 6) Mahar (Nav-Buddha) and 7)
Lohar, These Balutedar castes are playing important role in
rural soclal life. It seems that these seven service castes

are most essential in each village,

In all, Balutedars were classified in three 1lines as
per thelr traditional role in village life, Maximum (38,88
per cent) Balutedars were in first line, while 36,58 per cent

were in the second line. These two lines or classes of -
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Balutedars constituted 3/4th of the total Balutedars in the
sample, Cnly one fourth (24.53 per cent) Balutedars were -

found in the last class or third line,

It was observed that Brahmin wag at the top 1in the
rank of Balutedar castes., Then comes the Sutar, Jangam and
Joshi, Gurav and Mali can be ranked after Joshi because -
they accept food from twelve castes. Kumbhar, Teli, Lohar,
Gondhali, Bhol, Koli, Nhavi and Parit considered themselves
equal as all of them do not accept food from Mulani, Ramoshi,
Chambhar, Mang and Mahar. After these eight castes comeg the
Mulani (Muslim) hg #ccepté"tgod from majority of the castes,
Chambhar, Mang and ﬁéhaf’areﬁthe last because they are consi-
dered lower castes and known as untouchable castes, while
Ramoshi was considered superior to these three castes, It was
also further observed that interwcaste marriages do not occur

among the Balutedar castes.,

It also revealed that nearly one out of 6 to 7 persons
in Balutedar families had migrated. It has also indicated that
out of 148 Balutedar families engaged in traditional occupa-
tion as many as 88 (59,46 per cent) were expecting to settle

in city and earn more money,

Out of 260 Balutedars 56 Balutedars i.e, 31.54 per cent
did not own any land at all, The maximum number of Balutedars
(344,23 per cent) were in a single eize group of 2 to 4 acres.
The next important size groups with substantial number of

Balutedars was 'less than one acre and 1 to 2 acres'. Only
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49 Balutedar families (18.08 per cent) had some irrigated land,
None of the Balutedars had more than four acres of irrigated
land, This indicates that, Balutedars are very small 1land
holders and there is practically no scope for them to pursue

farming as the complete socurce of income for maintaining the

family.

It was interesting to find out that there was not a
single Balutedar family depending completely upon the tradi-
@ional caste occupation. The occupations of Balutedars were
grouped in the main categories namely, 1) traditional occupaw
tion, 11) other occupations which were further classified in-
to four categories viz, &gril. labour, other labour, Agricule
ture and services, 112 (43,02 per cent) Balutedar~ families
have completely left their traditional occupation. It was
revealed that, there have been considerable channg in occupa-
tion of Balutedars, As many as 40 per cent Balutédars were
engaged in agricultural labour and 19.25 per cent were engaged
in other occupations such as tailoring, trade, masoning, sell-
ing of fire wood, coolie work etc. Most of them (67,37 per
cent) were engaged in agriculture.zd/very few Balutedars -
completely depended upon the service out side the village as
teachers and labourers in the industries situated nearby. For
most of the Balutedar families studied no single occupation
provided adequate income. They had, therefore, to engage
themselveé and their family members generally in more than one

occupation, Household work was mostly done by the female -
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members, Hence higher per cent (37.24) of members were -
obgserved in this category. The bulk of agricultural and
other labour was done by the Balutedar famlily members in the

village,

The animals serve as an important source of power in
carrying on agriculture and also are being used as means of
subsidiary income. About thirty per cent Balutedars had one
or two bullocks while 51,54 per cent had kept buffaloes. It
was alse observed that some lower caste Balutedars had kept
sheep and goats for sheep folding on some fixed amount. The
number of buffaloes were the highest (i.e. 181) among all
the cattle owned by Balutedars,125 Balutedars had some land
but no bullocks, probably because their holdings were toe
small to maintain a bullock pair. Quite a large number of
Balutedars had kept milch animals to supplement their family

incone.

It 1s revealed that majority of the Balutedars (42.62)
per cent) were getting annual income between Rs. 501 to 1000
while nearly one third (32,€°2 per cent) were earning Rs.1001
to 1500, There were only 6.1€ per cent Balutedars getting
annual income ranging from Rs. 2001 to 3000 and not a single
Balutedar was getting annually above Rs., 4000. It was also
found out that Mahars (Nav-Buddha) and Teli caste were not
at all doing traditional occupation and hence they were not
getting any 'Balute', Malil recelved the highest Balute i.e.
R8,475 per year while Gondhall got the lowest i.e. RsS.80.33,
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Sutar, Kumbhar, Koll and Jangam had recelved on -an average
RS.300 to 400 income from 'Balute'. Brahmin, Gurav, Nhavi and
Lohar Balutedars were getting Rs. 200 to 299, and the rest
were getting Rs., 100 to 199 per year by way of Balute., The
total average annual income of 148 Balutedars engaged 1in
traditional occupation, worked out to Rs, 248,70, Joshl was
landless Balutedar getting nothing from agriculture while
rest of all Balutedars were getting income <from agriculture
Rs. 183,33 to 735.71 per year, Balutedar castes were getting
an average income of Rs, 400 to 976 from the miscellaneous
sources, Brahmins were getting maximum total average annual
income 1i.e, Rs. 1653,66, while Joshi got Rs., 385/~ which was
the lowest. The total average annual income of all the Balute-

dars from all the sources comes to RK8.1141.50,

Most of the Balutedars (97.30 per cent) were getting
part of their Balute in the form of grains and 72.29 per cent
in the form of Kadbi (fodder) also. About 26 per cent report-
ed that they get some clothes as !Balute®! while 34.74 per -
cent and 53,38 per cent Balutedars were receiving some Balute

in the form of Shidha and money respectively,

There was no fixed criteria for obtaining Balute., But
maximum Balutedars (89,87 per cent) reported that Balute
received was in proportion of annual income of the farmer or
client while 62,84 per cent received Balute in proportion of
the services rendered for farmers or clients. Very few (12.16
per cent) had received their sghare on the basis of the 1land

holding of their client,
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The great majority (91.22 per cent) of the Balutedars
collected some Balute seasonally and 57.38 per cent reported

that they use to collect Balute irregularly.

The tendancy to give up the traditional occupation was
some what promiment among the Mahars (Nav-Buddha), Mangs,
Kumbhars, Brahmins, Ramoshi and Teli Balutedar castes while
it was less in other Balutedar caste i.,e. Gurac (2,68 per
cent), Mulani (1,78 per cent), Parit (0.89 per cent),Gondhali
(0,89 per cent) and Lohar (1.78 per cent). A substantial -
number of Balutedars doing their traditional occupation were

found in ease of Nhavi, Mang, Chambhar, Sutar and Lohar,

Very low income from the traditional caste occupation
wag reported as the main cause for l;aving the caste occupa-
tion by all the Balutedars. Kumbhar in addition reported that
farmers now reduced the use of earthen pots and Ramoshi and
Mang Balutedars reported that they felt it below dignity to
perform the traditionally assigned job. Brahmin reported that
thelr hereditary ppsts of Kulkarni 1s sbolished and ceremonial
and religious functions in village did not give full engage~
ment to them, All the Mahars (Nav-Buddha), however,stated that
it was too low for them to perform traditional callings while
a large proportion in addition said that as they had accepted
Buddhism and did not think that it was obligatory for them to

follow the traditional occupation.

Mostly Balutedars received their payment in kind# for



the services rendered. A%Ifmost all Balutedars experienced
that Balute received was(hot proportionate to their work.
About ninety seven per cent reported that they did not
receive Balute in time while 58,11 per cent reported that
they receive Balute relatively less in money equivaleht and
94,59 per cent reported that the Balute alone was not -
adequate to maintain their families, The main reason why -
Balutedars experience all these hardships in obtaining Balute

wag very low agricultural production of their clients.

The maximum number (44,59 per cent) Balutedars showed
unfavourable attitude to continue thelr traditional oeccupa-
tion because the work traditionally assigned was of inferior
type. Others reported that they had lost interest in continu-
ing their traditional occupation, About 25 per cent reported

that farmers paid less remuneration and gave more work,

It 1s revealed that the majority of the Balutedars
(63,64 per cent) did not desire their sons to continue the
traditional occupation and 88.61 per cent remarked that they
were not getting full benefits for their work. About seventy
nine per cent Balutedars stressed that their traditional
occupation could not provide adequate work for their family.
Majority of Balutedars expected to get their traditional pay-
ment in the form of money 74,24 per cent told that there was

eompe;ftion in traditional occupation in the village,

Socio-economic status gave over all picture of plane
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of living of Balutedars. There was only one Balutedar in upper
socio-economic status score range and only 5 (1493 per cent) -
in second class of upper middle soclo-economic status, 12,69
per cent Balutedars were in lower middle score range while
great majority was observed in upper lower and lower i.e, -
45,38 per cent and 39,61 per cent respectively which indicates
status of poverty. Further averages of soclo-economic status
scores of different Balutedar castes shown that Mali and
Brahmin Balutedar had highest socio-economic status i.e, they
had secured average score 39,50 and 38,66 respectively while,
Teli, Sutar, Gurao, Parit, Lohar and Koli had secured average
score ranging from 30 to 35 except Bhol who scored 35,66
average score, All the other Balutedar castes secured score
below lower score i.e. below 30, indicating poverty status
and Joshi Balutedar had the lowest place 1in the scale of

socio~economic status,

CONCLUSIONS

There was a high percentage of illitracy among the =
Balutedars studied. It was also observed that a large number
of persons from the Balutedar families were uneducated. It
wag found that there was trend among Balutedars towards a big
sized family. The unclean caste Balutedars 1like, Mahar.,Mang,
Chambhar and Ramoshi were staying little away from the village
community,. More number of Balutedars found in the villages

were Sutar, Lohar, Chambhar, Kumbhar, Parit, Nhavi, Mang and
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Mahar, They were considered essential Balutedars in the -

village. The men from the Balutedar families migrated to the
cities and towns in search of employment as their traditional
occupation could not provide enough income., It was also found
that most of the Balutedars expressed their desire to migrate

to the cities and earn more money.,

ﬁg regards economic characteristics, Balutedars were
very small land holders and had very tiny size of holdings.
Therefore, income derived by Balutedars from agriculture
was very meagre., There was: not & single Balutedar completely
dependent upon the traditional caste occupation, This was
becauss traditional occupation could not provide them adequate
income, Therefore, in addition to their traditional occupa~
tion, Balutedars were also dolng some secondary occupations,
like, agriculture, service, agricultural 1abour-and other =
labour, 8Some Balutedars had completely left their traditional
caste occupation and accepted some other business for better~
ing the sogio-economic condition. Most of the persons from
the Balutedar families were working as labourers in or outside
the village. Substantial number of young persons from Balute-
dar population were leaving their hereditary caste occupation

and accepting other more paying jobs.

Balutedars were not getting satisfactory annual income
from the Balute. The average annual income of a Balutedar from

all the sources was Rs.1141,50 and of which it was only -



Rs.242,70 from Balute, Most of Balutedars received their pay-
ment in kind 1.e. in the form of grains, at the time of -
harvesting the crops. Small number of Balutedars were receiv-
ing "shidha" and clothes as Balute, This traditional payment
of Balute was uncertain and there was not fixed measure to

obtain Balute from the farmers, Most of Balutedars received

Balute on the baslis of annual income of the farmers which was
not in proportion to their work. Rapidly changing technology
and economy of the ecountry has particularly affected the occu-
pational structure of the caste with the result that number of
Balutedar families have either left their traditional occupa-
tion or on the verge of leaving it. This was also because -
their traditional caste occupation could not provide adequate
income to maintain their families, There was considerable -

change in their hereditary caste occupations.

Nearly half the number of Balutedars doing traditional
occupation, did not like to continue their traditional occupa-
tion and & large majority did not desire to put their sons in
the traditionél occupation, A large majority of Balutedars
expressed that the traditional occupation cannot provide -
adequate full time work to thelr family. Unfavourable village
situation was experienced by Balutedars for their traditional

occupation,

Balutedars had very low soclo-economic status, Brahmin

and Mali Balutedars had higher soclo-economic status than



other Balutedars and Ramoshi, Joshil, Mang, Mahar and Gondhali
Balutedars had lower soclo-economic status indicating the
poverty status. The overall situation indicatefthat the Baluta
system 1s vanishing and rule of survival for the fittest seems

to be operative for the castes engaged in this system,

Implications 3

From the foregoing discussion, it 18 seen that the
Baluta system in our villages is on the verge of total decline.
Balutedars are leaving their caste occupation very fast. It is,
therefore, necessary to strengthen vocational education at the
village level so that the persons leaving caste occupatioﬁémay

not become direct burden to agriculture,

Since some of the Balutedars are very useful for the
farming even to-day, it is, therefore, necessary to renovate
this sytem of suppiies and services in the villages to help
in achieving the goal of self sufficient villages., The essen~
tial artisan occupations like Carpentary, Smithy, rope-making,
etc., 1f organized on sound basis involving modern technigues

the farmers és well as Balutedars will be benifited,.

There was large amount of unemployment with the Balu-
tedars in the villages. This resulted into migration of large
number of persons from Balutedar familles, though many of them
have knowledge and skill about their traditional occupation. -
They are compeféd to divert to other jobs in the cities., With

3



& view to overcome these problems small scale industries -
relating to the Balutedars' occupation should be organized

in groups of villages to give them employment utilizing local
material, Thus, village artisans can be engaged in preparing
such articles which would help the agricultural production -

and farmers'! everyday needs.
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APPENDIX I

Statement showing the names of villages selected for study
and number of Balutedars interviewed.

Sr.No.: Name of the village ¢ Number of the Balutedars
1. Mhawshi coe 64
2. Marul Haveli ves 71
3. Kadane voe ' a7
4, Mane Wadi oo 14
Se Chaphal cos 84
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