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INTRODUCTION 



Chapter-1 

INTRODUCTION 

Agriculture was developed at least I 0,000 years ago, and it bas und~rgone 
significant developments since the time of the earliest cultivation. lndependent 

development of agricuJture occurred in northern and southern China, Africa's Sahel, 

New Guinea and several regions O.f the Americas. Agti¢ultural practices such as 

irrigation,, crop rotation, fertilizers, and pesticides were developed long ago but have 

made great strides in the past century. Identifying the exact origin of agticull).lre 

remains problematic because the transition from hunter~galherer societies began 

thousapds of years before the invention of writing. 

The word agriculture was derived from fhe two Latin words which ·are ··Ager .. 

and "Cu/turd" meaning land or field and cultivation respectively. Therefore, 

agriculture means cultivation of land which implies the science and the art ef 

producing crops and livestock for economic purpose. The primary goal of agriculture 

is to use tile land in order t-0 produce more plentifully with consideration of its 

protection from depletion and misuse (Bhavikatti, 2005). 

Agriculture is defined in the Agriculture Act 1947, as including ·hbrticulture. 

fruit growing. s.eed growing, dairy fanning and livestock breeding and keeping, the 

use of land as grazing land, meadow land, osier land, mariet gardeT)S and nursery 

grounds, and the use of land for woodlands where that usc ancillary. to the farming of 

land for Agric~Jltural purp'oses". It is also defined as 'purposeful work through which 

elements in nature are harnessed to produce plants and animals to meet the human 

needs'. It is a biological production process, wllich depends on 1he gr0 wth and 

development of selected plants and animals witflin the local ·environment. 

l>ierse and Stiefel (1979) defined the "concept of participation'' as ()rganized 

efforts to increase control over resources and regulative institutions in a given 
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situation, ·on the part of groups and movements of those efforts until the point in time 

excluded from such control. 

1.1 Role of Agriculture 

ln India, agriculture was the main source of national income and occupation at the 

time of Independence. Agriculture and allied acti.vities contributed nearly 50 per cenr 

to India's national income. Around 72 per cent of total working population foq~ngagcd 

in agriculture. These confinn that Indian economy was a backward and agricultural 

based economy al the time ·of Independence. Sinc.e independence India has made 

much progress in agricuJture. Indian agriculture, which grew at the rate of about I per 

cent per annum during the fifty years before lndqiendence, has grown at the tate oT 

about 2.6 per cent per annum in the post-Independence era (Bairwa et a/20 I 4 ). 

The Agriculture has played major role in human history and agricultural 

progress and has been a crucial factor in worldwide social economic change. h not 

only provi,de food to world, agriculture releases labor, provides saving, contributes .10 

market of industrial goods and earns foreign exchange. Agricultural development is 

an .integral pan of overall economic development. Agriculrure is an cssentfal industry 

for many nations. In the western world, the share of agriculture in total Gros~ 

Domestic Product (GDP) is less than 4 per cent but nearly 5 per cent of the 

worldwide agi-cultural trade i.s ·conducted by these (developed) countries (Bhat 

20L5). 

Agriculni.re has been the .backbone of the Indian economy .and it will continue to 

Tem.aio so for a long time. It has· tO suppon almost I 7 per cent of world population 
~ 

from 2.3 per cent of world geographical area and 4.2 per cent of world's water 

resources. The economic refonns· initiated in the ceuptry duril')g the early 1990s have 

put' the economy on ,a higher growth trajectory. Annual growlh rate in GDP has 

accel~rated from below 6 per cent during the initial years of reforms to more than 8 

per cent fo recent years. This happened mainly due to rapid growth in non-agriculture 

sector. The workforce engaged in agric;ulture between 1980-81 and 2006-07 

witnessed a very small decline from 60.5 per cent to 52 per cent (P~dey, 2009), 
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In India ar9und 70 per cent of 1he population earns its livelihood from agriculture. 

It fulfills the basic need qf human beings and animals. lt is an important source of 

raw material for many agro ba.sed industr,ies. India's geographical co ndition is unique 

for agriculture because it provides many favourable conditions. There are p'lain areas, 

fertile soil. long growing season and wide variation in climatic condition etc. Apan 

from unique geographical condHions, India has been consistently making innovative 

efforts by using science and technology to increase production. 

According to the Census of India 2011 there are about 349 million workers, out of which 

118.6 million are cultivators and 107.5 million are agricultural laborers. Approximately, 31.7 

per cent are owner cultivators and nearly 26.7 per cent are agricultural wage earners 

(Agricultural Census Division, the Ministry of Agriculture). It is also important to note there 

is inequality in income rates between agri\:ultural and non-agricultural workers. The 

agricultural census dat.a states that l·ndian agricultural is dominated by small and margin.al 

f;trmers, who are basically subsistence farmers. Generally, most farmers sell their produce 

imj'nediately after harvest at low prices and buy the same products later in hig.h prices. 

Interestingly, farmers and agriculturists follow the advice of local shopkeepers and agents 

from whom they buy agriculture products such as seeds, fertilizers, insecticides, pestic:ides, 

etc. 

In the past. Indian. agriculture and alliea actjvities witnessed a green revolution, a 

white revolution, a yeflow !'evolution and a blue revolution leading to liveliho0d 

enhancement of the fanning community in rural areas. Today, agricultme and allied 

sectors are facing se:ver-al challenges like aging farmer population. climate change 

resulting in high .incidence of pest and diseases· and most ifl}Portantly the escalating 

cost of production. 

An important feature of agriculture is that the growth of other sectors and overall 

economy depends on the performance of agriculture to a co,nsiderable extent Agriculture 

continues to be the dominant sector in Indian Economy. Expansion .of area was the main 

source of growth in the period of fifties and sixties after that the contribution of increased 

land area under agricultu~I production has declined over time a.nd increase in productivity' 

became the main source of growth in agricultural production. Another important facet of 

progress in agriculture is its success in eradicating of Its dependence on imported food 
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grains. Indian agriculture has progressed not only in output and yield terms but the 

structural changes have also contributed. All these_ developments in lndlan agriculture are 

contributed by a series of steps initiated by Indian ·Government. Land reforms, inauguration 

of Agricultural Price Commission with objective-to ensure remunerative prices to producers, 

new agricultural strategy, Investment in research and e>rtension services, provls.ion of credit 

facilities, and improving rural inlrastructur~ are some of these steps. Despite these 

achievements. there a~e not great news from ~~e farm sector since the early 1990s. 

farmers' suicides, indebtedness, crop failures, un-remunerative prites for crops a·nd ;>o.or 

returns over cost of cultivation are the prominent' features of India's agriculture today 

(Tripathi, 2009). 

Agriculture and its allied sectors is unquestionably the largest livelihood provider 

in lnaia, more so in the vast rural areas. It contributes signifi cantly to the Gross 

Domestic Product (GDP) of our country. Sustainable agriculture, in terms of food 

security, rural employment, and environmentally sustainable teebnologies such as soil 

conservation, sustainable natural resource management and biodiv.ersicy _protection is 

essential for holi_stic rural development. In India, agriculture was the main source of 

national income and occupation at the time of Independence (Bairwa et al 20 l 4 ). 

A number .of recent occurrences sugges~ that India might very well be at the 

''tipping point" of the (de)growth in its agricultural population and with growing 

urbanization, better lit~acy s~andards and greater skill attainment by rural youth it 

mi~t take a steep-rum southwards thus changing the nature of farming in the country 

drastically. ~ 

In the coming years, one of the biggest challenges for Indian agriculture 

would be reta.injng its youth in agriculture. Unless farming poc:omes both 

intellectually stimulating and economically rewarding, it will be difficult to auract or 

retain rural youlh in fanning (Swaminathan 2001). 

Moreover, except in .a few countries, there is little prospect that expansion of 

manufacturing industries and productive services will be high ·enough to abs()rb 
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quickly the growing labor force. Therefore, al least in 1he short- to medium-tenn, a 

large part of the additional employment opportunilies has to be generated within 

agriculture. The scope for transfers. of agricultural workers into other sectors is, at 

Jeast initially, limited, as low-skilled rural based workers find it · difficuh to find 

occupations outside the farn:i. Hence, productivity growth must be driven by growth 

within agriculture. ln the long run~ the resul1ing income boost will allow farm 

bouseholds to increase 'their investment in human capital, cnahling family members to 

find employment.outside the fann (Otsuka ~nd Yamano 2006). 

1.2 Major Challenges Fated by Indian Agriculture 

The nation Is striving, to find ways and mcil.flS to· keep i1s burgeoning 

populatipn adequately fed. On the one hand it is facing the problem of declining 

productivity and on the other, challenges posed by liberalization. In such a ~cenario, 

leveraging the available natural resources and existing .infrastructure is the only way 

to make the ·ends meet. Marmgeli;lt:nt of the already built infrastructure in harmony 

with natural Syste·ms is the clarion call of the day. Knowled:ge of the extent of 

ex.isting infrastructure and natural resources js one of the most basic pre-requisites to 

utilize them effectively and in a sustainable manner. TlJ,e ·discipline of agricultural 

Engineering endeavors to develop techno1o~es for enhancing productivity and 

reducing the co:;t of cultivation. Traditionally animate power was used for field 

Operations and proce.ssing activities. As a result of introduction of mechanical power. 

agricultural engineering activities have expanded ~onsiderab\y. To sustain the project 

population of J .363 biUion by 2025 the productivi.~y has to be increased by 100 per 

cent from the present level by Intensification of agriculture. ft fs estimated that the 

energy inptJt to agriculture would have to beincr~sed form the present level of I .3 to 

2.4kW/ha. (Pandey MM 2009) 

Pespite government' s commitment and ,past interventions. agriculture sector 

has been unable to realize its full potential due to inadequate supportive infrastructure 

such as poor storage facilities, p.oor road network, inadequate supply of electricity: 

inadequate budgetary .provisions; envirorunental dei;µ-adation due to erosion; natural 

d.isasters such as flooding; weak producer organizations.; lack of collateral and access 
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to credit facilities; absence of a saving culture; ineffective marketin~ information: and 

Jack ·of adequate. artd quali1y breeds of livestock and improved varietie-s of crops. 

0ther major hindrances are inadequate research-extension linkages; illegal, weak 

monitoring control and surveillance systems (Adebayo, 1999). 

1.3 Youth and Agriculture 

Low-income youth farmers need to access information related' to market, c·rop, 

weather conditi.ons and relevant government services. In sp.ite of the best agricultural 

practices available, the maJori1y of rural young farmers are unable to receive 

infonnation in a. timely manner. 

Youth i.s often 40derstood to be the period of 11dolescence during. which youn.g 

people make the transition from childhood ta adulthood, become sexually mature and 

~xperience increasing social and economic autonomy. The National Youth Policy of 

India defines a youth as .a person in the age group 15 to 35 years ·of age. The UN. on 

the other hand, defines a youth as somebody between I 5 to 24 years of age. 

According to the 2011 Census; youth account for 20 p~r cent of the total population. 

However, 84.5 million young people in India live below the poverty line. which is the 

highest rate werldwide, .at 4.f.2 per cent of the total youth popu.lation. T.l)ere are 44 

million Indian youth who are undernourished, which constituces 23 pe.r cent of the 

youth population of India. However for the present study .youth is considered betwe~n 

the ag~ group of 18-40. 

~ 

According. to The Centre of Excellence for Youth Engagement, is. defined as 

"a meaningful and sustained participation in an activity with a focus outside the self 

This definition of youth engagemen1 has been widely used by many research srudies 

and other literature as the main definition of youth engagement. Other words 

associated with youth eng!lgement are inclusion, involvement, community youth 

development, volunteerism, and Civic youth t:ngagement. 
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Although agriculture is perceived as th<.: significant alternative solution to 

youth ~ s unemployment and ability to overcome economic is~ues,, it seems 1ha1 youth 

have neg_ative anitudes toward agriculture (Jeffrey et al .. 2012 citcil by Abdullah et 

aL, 2012). They are not interested to join agriculture because they do not view the 

agriculture field as an attractive area to wcrk (Abdullah et al., 2012). 

The sector is characterized by ltotited incentives like poor pay, climatic 

changes, capacity constraints, job insecurity and poor work condi tions which results 

in \he !)'oor attitude of youth in agriculture. However, agricuJture remains for 

consumption more than income .generation, so rural youth are often the working poor 

with no salaries. In tenns of young. females, they face a triple burden as they are mo.re 

affected by unemployment (Kayomb9, 2011): 

In order to address this trend, lhe (I)dian Council of Agricultural Researeh 

(ICAR) ha!i always been endeavoring to empower youth with appropriate 

technologies. Rural Entrepremwrship and Awareness Deve lopment Yojana· 

(READY) programme has been envisaged in the Twelfth Five Year Plan which aims 

at entrepreneurship development among the rural youth, It combines both Raral 

Agricultural Work Experience (RA WE) and Experimental Leaming courses to make 

stud.ents equipped with the gr~s-root level experience and entrepreneurship skills; 

besides, it has also been pmpos~d to initiate a programme entitled ' Attracting and 

Retaining Youth in Agriculture· (ARY A). This initiative aims at analyzing the 

current policy envjronment and identifying supportillg polfcies that can check the rate 

of migration of youth from rural (Noorani M. 2015). 

1.4 Importance of Youth Engagement in Agriculture 

the role of agriculture. in the rural economy is of-tremendous importance that 

a synonymity between agricultural and rural development has been put across by 

many schol.ars, The development of agriculture and its contribution tG farmers· 

income in particular and development of rural sector in general depends to a large 

extent on youth and adult fannets' adoption of improved and recommended farm 

inputs and technologies. Furtherme>re it is a process of not only increas~ng the levd uf 

per capital income in the rural areas but also of the standard of living. of the rural 
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population where the standard of living depends on such factors as food and nulrilion 

level, health, education, housing, recreation and security (Ume_h and Odom 2011 ). 

t.5 Constraints to Youth Associations in Agriculture 

Constraints to effe.e<tive involvement of youth associations in agricultural and 

rural development include inadequate fund ayailal?.le to the association, non 

recognition of you.ths a~ partners in rural development by community power brokers. 

inability of the youlh to resolve internal organizational conilict and crisis as well as 

inability of the associations to establish link with donor agencies . lac.k of good 

leadership, tussle in the associations and lack of social amenities in the rural areas. 

This confirmed the observations. that youths ate trendy and socially activ'~ and 

·therefore finds it difficult to adapt to the dull and drab existence in the rural areas. 

However, intra community conflicts/clashes did not s-igni f.caotly affect the 

perfonnance of the youth associations in the stody area (Njoku, 1999). 

There are various constraints to. youth, depending upon p.erson to person. In the 

present area of study youth is literate and data shows the level of education is also 

good. Perception of youth towards agriculture gets change after attaining a good 

education. Agriculture is considered a profession of illiterate .which ultimately hit Lhe 

ego of the youth if they ge for agriculture after gelling good education. Th.is .negative 

attitude ab0ut agriculture needs lo be changed. Tiiis attitude is not only harmful for 

youth but for whole country as well. This .perception is new because a decade ago 

agriculture was considered one of the respe·cted profcssiens. Secondly shortage of 

production resources such as land and finance-is one of the i'iponant constraints for 

youth. S.ince youth is now indulged in various activities due to various reasons due to 

this agriculture knowledge and skills, leadership and managerial skills are getting 

limited and half knowledge cannot give full fruits. In rUFal areas involvement of 

youth in agricultural decision making policies is low and limited which ultimately 

effect their interest. Youth involvement in decision making should be increased. 

Market accessibility is one of the biggest constraints of tile area. L9cal market is not 

that strong. One of the biggest constraints for any youth is security. Youth don't 

know what will be price of their crop in the future. There should be minimum support 

8 



price from the government which will not secure the future of the farmers but will 

provide them security as well. Although government has started Kissan help centers 

but farmers and youth are not using them due to various reasons. These centers needs 

to be popularized and the quality of information provided by them. 

There may be various constraints depending upon youth to youth aod place to 

place. To remove all these constraints government has to frame good policies 

according_ to the region. Agriculture should be a respectable profession Like 

engineering and medical. 

1.6 Attracting Rural Youth towards Agriculture 

Large scale migration of rural youth .from fanning to urban areas bas caused 

concern among the country•s agricultural policy makers as such a trend, if not 

checked is likely to affect agricultural activities in the future. High poverty and 

widespread unemployment in rural areas push youths to alternate means of 

liveli.hood. 111.is is also exacerbated by the relatively low rate of return in .agriculture. 

It is not only imponant to stop this trend but at the same time employment bas to be 

proVided to youth in rural areas. Jn a bid to address this trend govenunent has taken 

many iniatives. To reverse the situation government, has taken a ·number of steps like 

farmer FIRST, National Agriculture Education Project (NAEP), Students Rural 

Entrepreneurship Awareness Development Yojana (READY), Attracting & R·etaining 

Youth in Agriculture (ARY A), Attracting & Retai11ing You.th in Agriculture (RA WE) 

etc. As the name suggest these schemes and programmes are lbr promoting 

agriculture among youth and to make agriculture-a lucra.tive business. The main aims 

of these programmes are to improve agriculturaJ productivity and control rural 

migration. These programmes also have improved the quality of life in rural area as 

weU. Moreover to transform rural youth into <!gricultural entrepreneui;s and to 

implement scientific methods of fanni.:tlg .in agriculture are other main objectives of 

these _programmes. 
.,. . -·~ ., 

·: , ~ : : ~ 4 8 4.s· .,: · · 
... . .. ... ... 
o • - J --~ • ~I_ .. • •• .,: • ...,.._ - • I 
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The.se programmes are implemented at various level of education. To achieve 

these objectives a set of measurements needs to be implemented. Providing skill and 

credit is of prime imponance and government bas rightly introduced new Krishi 

Vighyan Kendras to.cater such n,eeds. The aims of these programmes are noble but 

low financing remains a challenge. Also the efficacy of the progtammes will depend 

upon the complimentarity offered by finance sectors in terms of credit availability 

and how hol}estly these prqgtammes are implemented on ground level. 

1.7 Agriculture Scenario ofHimacbal Pradesh 

Himachal Pradesh is almost wholly mountaino.us with altitudes ranging from 350 

meters to 6,975 meters above the mean sea level. Its location is between Latitude 300 

22' 40" N to 330 12'40" N and Longitude 7So 45' SS"E to i9Q 04'20" E. It has deeply 

dissected topography complex ·geological structure and a rich temperate fl ora in the. 

sub-tropical latitudes. Himachal Pradesh lies in the lap of Himalayas. Its climate is 

largely conditioned by that single factor. lt vari~s from mild.to cold with area under 

snowing winters. The normal rainfall is 1278 mm. The maximum rainfall is in 

Kangra district There are various schemes which government of Himachal Pradesh 

has started for the fanners welfare. Vanous Initiatives have been taken by the srate 

Government to make the agricuJture easy, attractive and to encourage farmers on 

various platforms. .Government is doing efforts to promote agriculture and to 

Govei"nment has tried to CQver every aspect of a!?ficulture and has framed policies for 

the various needs of farmers such as: Quality seed Multiplication and Distribution, 

Manure and Fertilizers, SoiJ testing Centers, Plant protection schenws, Development 

of Commercial crops, Quality control, Agricultural Marketing, H.P. crop 

Diversification project, Soil & Water Conservation, Agriculture research and 

Education, D.R. Y.S. Parmar Kisan Sawrozgiir Yojana, Biogas Development 

Progratnmes, Mukhyamantri Adarsh Krishl Gaon Yojana and Diversification of 

Agriculture through Micro Irrigation, 

As per 2011 Census, 30.05 per cent of the total population of Himachal Pradesh 

(68.65 lakh) is classified as main workers, 21.81 percent as marginal workers and the 

10 



rest 48. 15 per cent as non-workers. Compared to the 200 I Census. there has been a 

decline in percentage of cultivators and increase in agricultural labourers in the 20 I I 

Census. Of the total workers 57.93 per cent are cultivators and 4.92 per cenl 

agricultural labourers in 2011 as compared to 65.33 per cent cultivators and 3. I 5 per 

cent agricultural labourers in 2001. (The Census of India 2011 

http://censusindia.gov.in). 

1.8 Barriers to Growth of Agriculture in Himacbal Pradesh 

The following barriers can be identified 10 agriculture in general and to the 

state of Himachal Pradesh in particular. 

Financial: Financial barriers are the biggest barrier for the development of 

agriculture m Himachal Pradesh. Lack of adequate financial support 

(subsidy/incentives) for setting up of biological input production units and High 

overhead costs of operations are the biggest barriers in hilly state. There is a need of 

investment in infrastructure but at the same time these investment decision do not 

benefits much due to poor locational implication. 

Technological: The technology developed at th~ research station should be deliven::<l 

to the farmers. There is a mismatch between technology developed at research station 

and technology needed at the fanne.r's field. In Himacbal use of machinery is very 

low due to various constraints and if technology is used i i is used very late .. Since 

Himachal bas a different geography and demography so there is a,.need to develop 

technology according to the region. Mountains perspective and specifics should be 

well integrated into research & development policies. 

Knowledge gaps: The method of doing agriculture has not changed significantly in 

the state and it is still conventional and traditional. Indigenous knowledge j)ertaining 

to managing scarce resources to improve soil fertility, soil moisture, irrigation, crop 

seeds, varieties and about mixed fanning has not been incorporated in the mainstream 

agricultural system and practices. Since the time has changed so the method of doing 
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agriculture business has to be changed. It is seen clear that there is Lack of 

knowledge.about modem system of marketing. There is also need for development of 

nutrient management protocols with rotations, nutrient management strategies and 

on-fann input management with locally available resources. 

Policy/Regulatory Measures: Whenever any policy is made for any subject .it should 

be made according to the region. Same policy cannot exist for whole of India. 

Whether it is at centre lev.el or state level mountain perspective of the state should be 

kept in mind. Bu.t the mountain perspective is missing in macro-level policies. Since 

production cost is generally high in hiJly areas so· product pricing and compensation 

mechanism should be proper s.o that farmers iarerest remain in agriculture. For the 

weUbeing of farmers.. who are the backbone of the state proper marketing and post 

harvest infrastructure should be provided which is missing in the state. To reduce the 

~ost State schemes need to support the developmepl of bi<:> input enterprises arid 

provisions need to be included in the support programmes 

l.9 Need of the Study 

Al¢culture is very important for country like India which is. thickly populated 

and has large masses to foed. Moreover 70 per cent of lndian population sustains 

itself through agriculture. Tehsil Karsog of Himachal Pradesh was famous and known 

for agriculture due to presei;ice of favourable factors for agricuJture production but 

now major portion of the land which was under cultivation at some point of time is 

either arid or_ is not cultivated. Once known as agricultural T;;hsil is presently not 

even able to produce crop for self consumption. Youth are not participating in 

agriculture in spite of fertile land and favourable condition. Youth is either idle or is 

involved iri smalJ jobs. Purpose of this study was to .find the reasons for the youth 

detachment from agricuJtu.re, their perception towards agrlcuJture, and the factors 

which effect their interest towards agriculture. The data eollected will be useful for 

policy makers and local administration to frame agr:icultural polici~s and plan 

according to the needs of the youths. 
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1. IO Ohjtrllvto of th• Study 

( )n the h1111h1 of review literuture unct need for the 11turly, the prc11cnt h1111 hccn 

cc111dm:tcd with the fol lowinl' 11hJcc11ve11: 

I) Tn rlctcrmirtc the type 111 HJ(riculrurul uctivitie11 111 whid1 rural y11uth arc 

invol ved In Tch"il Kn r11111' uf ll imuchul l'ruclc,.h. 

2) Tn 11tudy the fucll1r11 inllucm.:i n~ the intcrc111 ' '' the y11u1h f11r l>cC11mi11g 

nl(ricu It urn I cnt rcprencur11. 

l) ·1 o Ntudy rurul youth'! ' perception tuwurd' agricullurnl cntrcprcncur\ hip 
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Chapler-2 

REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

A review gives a theoretical base for the research. The existing knowledge 

provides an understanding about various c0ncepts in any discipline and helps in 

5elec1ing appropriate methodology. The following studies have been consulted for the 

present study. 

Sharma (2007) conducted a study to find out the reasons for withdrawal of 

rural youth from farming. The study found that there are clear signs of ,People fast 

moving out of agriculture, espec.ially in the form of rural youth practicing farming 

part-time and ageing of the farmer population in several pockets of the country. 

Given the current growth performance of Indian economy, such ·Changes in 

agriculture are only expeeted to intensify. Study found that migration out of rural 

areas is rising. Study also r~veals that significant percentage of youth was found to 

undertake agricultural operations as a part-time activity to assist their father.or uncle, 

who bore the chief responsibility of fanning . 

Daudu et aJ (2009) conducted a study to• investigate the role of youths in 

agricultural development. The study shows that youths play important roles in the 

supply of labour, donation of materials, initiating of project!), attend meetings 

punctually and use initiatives to gain outside help. Also, participation of youths in 

community based non-formal rural youth agricultural programmes is mainly in youth 

organiz.ations which include.s, age grades, local social club~ and young farmers 

organization. The study finds the major probJems that inhibit youth participation in 

agricultural activities. were lack of commitment, Jack of logistic support and Jack of 

land ownership. The study r.e'commended that a robust relaHon·ship between agencies 

interested in encouraging youth involvement in agriculture should be evolved through 

legislation and implementation of pelicies to guarantee training programmes, credit 

facilities and land accessibility to youths at the identified rural youth organiz.ations. 

Muhammad et al (2009) conducted a study to analyze the technical 

efficiency of ·the youth in agriculture programme. The study found that efficiency 

differentials exist among the youths in the programme. Furthermore, land, labour, 
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herbicide and number of cassava cutting are the major factors that affect output of the 

youths' production in the programme. The study also shows that household s.ize. 

years of participation in youth-in-agriculture programme, usage of exteqsion 

infonnation and level of education are the significant factors that account for the 

observed variation in efficiency among the participants. The study recommends the 

need for farm expansion, increased access to herbicides and improved cassava 

cuttings as well as effective training for the participants. The youth should be assisted 

to• have betl~r access to ·the necessary inputs of production such as land, labour, 

herbicides and cassava cuttings. 

Sharma et al (2009) conducted a stu<}y to Identify withdrawal behavior of the 

fanncrs from the agriculture. The study found that the availability of irrigation docs 

not have any significant impact on the withdrawal behavior. The smal.l and mar~inal 

fanners express a great desire to quit fanning, possibly because of the low viability of 

smallholder agriculture Results of the study indicate that oocupational mobility tends 

to be higher among younger farmers and they are found to be more sensitive to 

income .differentials between farm and non-fant1 occupations, farm prices, and 

interest rates. The recommended that there is a need for a fresh look at the changes i'n 

rural labor markets and changes in tbe roles played by ~en and women on the farms. 

Aphunu and Akpobasa (2010) conducted a study to investigate tbe .anitu<le 

of rural youth towards agricultural activities. Findings of the study showed that 

majorjty of the youth were :reSident in rural areas and a:re mainly fanner5 involved 

mostly in arable crop production. Study further shows that a significant per centage 

of the r~spondents expressed unfavorlib)e attitude towards agnculture. The study 

emphasized the need to provide social amenities and infrastructures that v.'111 make 

the youths live and work in the rural areas. The study also empha.sized ·on the need to 

stimulate youths' interest In agriculture through effective extension serv.jces. The 

study revealed that though youth's are involved in some agricultural activities in the 

area, they generally show unfavorable predisposition to participating in agriculru:ral 

activities. The study put forth need for development planning to put adequate 

structures in place for youth for appn;ciating:their iinme.diate environment. The study 
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recommended that government should provide infrastructures and social alilenities in 

the naral areas to encourage youths to live and work in the rural areas. 

Butt et al (2011). conducted a study to examine role of l\lral youth in 

agricultural and rural development. The study put fonh that youth are tbe important 

asset of the nation but was e:itploited by the different agencies and their 

capabilities/competencies were not fuJly u.tilized. On the basis of conclusions the 

study recommended that for first of all the educational level of the study area should 

i:,e increas.ed to establish the cottage industry in villages so that maximum numbers 

of Rural Youth get employed there and iniHate various agricultural developmenial 

programmes for the betterment of Rural Youth. The study further re~ommended that 

Government s.hould take serious· steps for developing rural based NGOs in which 

Rural Youth actively participate for the development cif their villages. Government 

should initiate various agricultural developmental programmes for the benennent of 

Rural Youth. Government should establish technica.I and vocational institutes in 

villages for the traini·ng of Rural Youth. 

Umeh and Odom (2011) conducted a study to ·~sess'the role ;ind constraints 

of youth association in agricu.ltural and rural Development The study shows chat 

youth associations in the area contribute greatly· to agricultural development and rural 

development. The study further shows that there are· constraims for the effective 

perfonnance of the youth and these constraints .are inadequate fund, lack of soc-ial 

amenities, non recogniti<;in of youths as piutners in rural development by community 

power brokers; and lack of good leadership and leadership tussles. Based. on the 

• findings, the study recommended involvement of .youth 8$Sociations in rural 

development planning, and provision of funds to ass:ist youths in their activities by 

donor agencies, among other recommendations. Donor develqpment agencies should 

recognize the primacy and potentials of youth organizatio~s in socioeconomic 

empoweQUelit of rural communities. 

Ogunrem et al (201~) conducted a study IQ. find the relevance and benefits of 

agricultural youth empowerment programme to panicipatiog rural youth. The. study 

found that more males are in fanning practices than female owing to the reaS9n that 

agriculture requires rigorous work. Study also revealed that most of the population in 
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this field have fonnal education which help them in the farming as well. The study 

concluded that relevance of the programme and benefits derived by the youths was 

affected by their village and educational level. Based on these findings, it was 

recommended that creation of more farm centers should be adopted and should be 

properly located in strategic places is the local governments for the maximum benefit 

of youths. 

Arjun (2013) conducted a study with an aim to examine the status. 

importance and role ·of the agriculture in the Lndian economy. The study was 

conducted to find the current Status and provide a basis of monitoring and evaluation 

of agriculture. The study concluded that change is happening in rural lndia but it has 

still a long way to go. Agriculture has benefited from improved farming techniques 

but the growth is not equitable. I..and use is changing in rural areas as farmers are 

getting good value for their holdings. Wholesale prices are primarily used to monitor 

the weekly price movements. The study recomm~nded that effort should be made to 

stop the migration to urban areas. The· number of essential commodities should be 

reduced to an absolute minimum, especially the non-food crops. 

Naamwintome and oa·gson (2013) conducted a study to e·,.amine the 

participation of youth in agriculture. Further the study analyzed the challenges 

militati~g youth participation in agriculture. The study reported that youth are "".illing 

to participate in agriculture amid to profitability. Further it was put forth that youth 

resort to migration due to which agricultural land and allied activ.ities remain 

unattended. The study feund that farm output is prestigious and also an aspiration for 
~ 

every farmer in the study area. It was suggested that stakeholder i.e. government and 

parents of the youth need to acknowledge and recognize the perceived changing 

trends of needs of the -youth dictated by globalization. Furthermore it was suggested 

that parents and youth should dialogue for tradeof[ since this will ensure that culture 

is not compromis~.d as well as meeting the needs of youths. 

Tocco (2013) conducted a study to explore the factors responsible for leaving 

agriculture as. a profession. In the study he found that younger individuals ~e more 

likely to leave fannil:)g activities, although the largest outflows of agricultural labour 

are mainly associated with the retirement of peopJe. Results suggest that younger 

17 



individuals are more likely to leave fanning as they are more mobile and thus more 

inclined to find ahemative employment or to tlow to frictional unemployment The 

author suggested that it would be appropriate to broaden agricultural education and 

focus for instance on more quantitative and entrepreneurial skjJls, which represent 

important transferable skills for entry in other forms of employment At the same 

time, the creation of more accessible jobs in rural areas, especially those 

complementary witb agricult:ural activities in terms of skill requirements is als0 

essential. 

Ayinde (2014) conducted a study with an objective to find out the cause of 

youcb migration from agricu.lture and its effects on rural areas. In the study he found 

that reduction in farm size, reduction in hired lapour, reduction in household income. 

reduction in family labour, and low impravemeot in social amenities were the major 

effects of youth migration. The study revealed that youth migration 11as some 

negative consequences on the rural areas from where the migran~s left. Migration of 

these active and agile people may result in leaving farming activities in tht: hands of 

the women and aged people, thereby causing a drastic reduction in the level of food 

prod1,1ction in tbe state. The effects of. youtb mjgration on run~I farming ·communities_ 

had been a contending issue and based on tbe economic theory of migration, people 

migrate because it is for their benefit. 

Fonter (2014) carried a study with an objective to analyze the existing status 

of youth interest and perceptions in agricul!ure and to search the constraints !ind 

opportunities for youth to beeome inv.olved in agricultural processes. The study 
4 

reported tbat no respondent reported farming as an ideal .profession. The author 

concludes that youth are disinterested in agriculture becau~e of better opportunities in 

cities. These opportunities range from employment, bener pay, or a more desirable 

job. 

Nasir and Buodie (2014) conducted a study with an aim to explore the effect 

of off-farm employment participation of farm households on agricultural crop output 

yield and productivit)' . The results show that households' engagement in off- fann 

activities is inversely related to crop production and, to some extent, to land 

productivity implying that the rural non-fann economy compett}s with agriculture for 
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tabor and that marginal productivity of labor in agriculcure is positive. Srudy also 

shows thal farm households participate in a variety of farm and off-farm activities. 

The study further shows that farming technology is traditional, simple hand tools and 

oxen driven implements. Most of the farm households use capital input such as 

fertilizer and improved seed. The data shows that farmers are overwhelmingly 

dependent on agricultural crop income. 

Umunnakwe et al (2014) conducted a study to examine the factors 

inOuencing the rural youth involvement in agricultural livelihood activities. The 

study found that there was significant relationship between involvement in 

agricultural income generating activities and socio-economic, psychological and 

communicational characteristics. The results revel that factors such as marital status, 

respondents' education, family size., employment status. innovariveness, 

conservatism-liberalism, mass media exposure extension contact. socio-political 

panicipation and reasons fo.r educational and vc>cational training influe·nced 

involvement of rural youth in agricultural income generating activities. Therefore, 

study recommended that development agencies, in beth the public and private 

sectors. who are working on issues concerning rural youth, should give proper 

emphasis to tbe selected variables of the study before launching any new program 

relating to their improv~ment through agricullural income activities. Skilled 

development of rural youth through intensive training and utilization of this skilled 

manpower in different agricultural income generating activities is also advocated . 

. Afande et al (2015) conducted a study to examine youth employment 
• dynamics across the different sectors and determinants of youth participation in 

agriculture. Study was also conduct~ to find out the challenges and constraints 

inherent to the youth in agriculturaJ production relative to adults. The findings of the 

study reveal that youth tanners are concentrated more in agricultural production. 

Furthennore, a relatively lower percentage of youth use improved inputs. The study 

further found that land tenure issues continue to impede many youths from engaging 

in agriculture, with the majority of youth using land without exclusive ownership 

rights. Study concluded that there is a need to invest in youth and agriculture, with 

more young people having access to resources, skills, land and capital for a decent 
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livelihood in agriculture. It was recommended that a robust relationship between 

agencies intereste-d in encouraging youth involvement in agriculture should be 

evolved through legislation and implementation of policies to guarantee training 

programmes, credit facilities and land accessibility to youths at the identified rural 

youth organizations. 

Ajani (2015) conducted a study to examine the status of the Agricultural 

Development Programmes for the Empowerment of Youths in Rural Areas. The 

study found that rural youth have the potentials needed to participate effectively in 

agricultural development and majority of agricultural policies and programmes 

fonnulated do not consider constraints confronting youths involved in agricultural 

development. The study shows that major problems encountered by youths in 

agriculture include lack of interest in agriculture as a result of drudgery in farm 

operations, lack of competitive market for agricultural products, lack of start-up 

capital, inadequate labour saving technologies for ease of operations. inadequate 

finance/credit facilities, among others. The study concluded that most rural youth do 

not foresee a prosperous future for themselves in the agriculture sector, mostly 

because of lack of profitability of agricultural activities and lack of physical and 

social infrastructure in rural areas. The study recommended that efforts should be 

made to integrate the views of youths into developmental efforts in order to address 

the actual needs of the youths, thus making agricultural development planning and 

management sensitive to their needs. 

Bhat et al (2015) conducted a study with the objective to identify the challenges 

faced by the youth agriculturists. The study found that youth ye facing the problems 

of labour and power failure in agriculture. It was suggested that proper support should 

be given by the government by creating self help groups and through other means so 

that they can carry on their activities smoothly. Further it was suggested that 

measures must be taken by the government to supply power required for the 

agricultural work. 

Devi (2015) conducted a study to identify the factors that influence the 

youth's intention to become agricultural entrepreneur, and to analyze the relationship 

of the various factors with the intention of youth to become entrepreneur. In this 
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research. 250 youth in Chennai were selected from the population of graduated 

students in Chennai. The study found that attitude, acceptance and knowledge are the 

factors that inOuence the youth to become agriculture entrepreneurs. Further the 

linding indicates that attitude and acceptances are the main factors which 

significantly inOuence the youth intention in agriculture enLrepreneurship. The author 

is of Lhe view ~hat youth owned agriculture business can solve the issues of declining 

agriculture product.ion in India and high percentage of unemployment. Further author 

also stress that literate youth can play significant role in strengthening lndian 

agriculture which would ultimately contribute in nation development. 

Jaiswal et al (2015) conducted a study to identify the challenges faced by 

today' s youth and to suggest strategies and recommendation for uprooting them and 

attempt at creating such a nation where women considered equally respectful and 

dominant as men. The study shows that Young people can only devote themselves to 

active youth participation and full integration in society when they find such 

.,enablingO environments for the fulfillment of their civic potential and when their 

actual needs and c·onditions are met. The study shows that there is a high potential for 

cooperation in this field, particularly through networking of both governmental and 

nongovernmental youth organizations on a regional and international scale. The study 

recommended that education should be provided to reduce inequalities and functions 

as a means of improving their status within the family. Funhermore government 

should provide a package of concessions in the foan of providing free books. 

uniform, boarding and lodging, clothing for the hostilities midday meals, 

scholarships, fre.e circles and so on. 4 

Kimaro et al (2015) conducted a study to find out the role played by 

agriculture in fulfilling rural youth socio-economic needs, types of agricultural 

activities in whl'cb rural youth is engaged and the factors which i.o.fluence rural youth 

panicipation in agriculture. Study found that majority of the respondents were 

attracted to invest more in their own farms rather than being employed as labour or 

involved in family farms. Furthermore the study found out that age, sex, marital 

status, education level, family background, availability of rural credit facilities. land. 

agricultural knowledge, lack of job alternatives and perceptions are important factors 
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associated with rural youth's panicipation in agricultural activities. The study 

concluded 1ha1 majority of youth involves themselve~ in agricultural activities 

through growing different crops. The study recommended the rural youth should 

organize themselves in groups in order to share knowledge and experience for the 

improvement of agriculture production. Rural youth sh0uld know that they are the 

important asserts for agrioulture and rural development. The government shou]d 

pmvide more sensitization programs for rural youth partici;pation for their awareness 

on agriculture and t11eir development. Given the opportunity, organization, dire:ction 

and support, rural youth can participate and contribute sigrrificantly to .agricultural 

and rural development. 

Noorani (20JS) conducted a study to examine rural youth perceptions of 

farming and their decision of being a fanner or not. The study found that non­

agricultural career aSµirations, such as engineering and teaching create the desire to 

migrate away from farming while many youth held negative perceptions offarming 

which were reinforced through peer and parental influence. However, the .existence of 

structural barriers and the difficulties in overcoming them, especially access to land, 

limited their participation in farming. Surprisingly the study reported there exists a 

sub-set of youth who are not only passionate about fanning, but who also consider 

farming an attractive career path. 

Salunkhe (2015) conducted a study to know the reasons for unattractiveness 

of agriculture for youth. The study highlighted that edueated youths are not ready to 

become cultivators or to choose their career as agriculturists. The author was. ()f the 

view that there are many reasons behind this such as agricultur~ mostly depends upon 

monsoon, types of soil and water. The author suggested that talented brains should .be 

trained about commercial crops cultivation with proper planning and management. 
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Cliapter-3 

RESEARCH METHODS 

The chapter outlines the research methodology of the study. It explains the 

research objectives and a suitable methodology to achieve the objectives. The chapter 

deals with population, research area, sampling technique, sample size, data collection 

and analytical tools. 

J. I Population and research area 

Present study was conducted in Karsog Tehsil of Himachal Pradesh and the 

population for the present study was the youth in the age group of 18-40 years in 

Karsog tehsil. 

3.2 Sampling technique 

Sampling is defined as the segment of population that is representative of 

whole population. The number of individual in a sample is called a sample unit. The 

respondents were selected by convenience sampling depeadjog on availabi li ty of 

respondent. Convenience sampling (sometimes known as grab or opportunity 

sampling) is a type of non-probability sampling technique where subjects are selected 

because of their convenient accessibility and proximity to the study. 

3.3 Sample size: 

Sample is defined as the segment of the population tltlt is representative of 

wbole population. Tbe number of individuals in a s ample is called a sample size. 50 

youth of Karsog tehsil were selected for the present study. 
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3.4 Data collection: 

Both primary and secondary data were used for the study. 

3.4.l. Primary data: 

The data that was collected by the investigator himselti'herself is called primary 

data. Primary data was collected by questionnaire. 

J.4.2. Secondary data: 

Tbese are sources containing data which have been collected and cmnpiled for 

another purpose e.g. Census reports, annual reports and. financial statements o'f 

companies etc. The secondary data for the present study have been c91lected fr9m 

magazines, journal, pas1 survey. other research works and website. 

3.5 Data Analysis: 

The data collected from different sources was classified and tabulated, 

according to the requirement of the study. The analysis of tbe study has been with the 

help of tools including mean, standard deviation. 

3.5.l Mathematical tools 

The information collected from the sample respondents has been analyzed by 

applying percen1age method. 

a) Percentage Method: Percentage means multiplying the number of 

observations/frequency of the data by hundred and divid~ it by totaJ number of 

observation/frequency. percentage- is calculated by the formula: 

x 
P=- x 100 v 

When, P = Percentage 

X =No. of respondents of particular option 

Y = Total number of respondents. 
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J.S.2. Statistical tools 

The following statistical tools have been used for analysis of data collected 

for the present study. 

a) Arithmetic Mean 

The arithmetic mean has been applied to study the option of the sample 

respondents on '5- point scale for different statemcofs. The arithmetic mean has been 

calculated by assigning numerical value to the quantitative statements. These values 

has been assigned for these qualitative responses as one for strongly agree, two for 

agree, three for natural, four for disagree and five for strongly disagree. 

The fonnula used for Arithmetic Mean is: 

X=LX/N 

Where 

X= Arithmetic Mean 

rx= Suro of the values of observati.on on the variables 

N= Number of observation 

b) Standard Devi~tioo 

Standard deviation is the measure of dispersion of a series and is commonly 

denoted by symbol (a). It is defined as a square root of the average of squares of 
4 

deviations, when such deviations for the values of individual items iii a series are 

obtained from the arithmetic average. 

S d do 
. . .fil 

tan ar ey1at1on = N 

Where, x = (X= mean) 

N= Number of observations 

25 



Chapter 4 

RES UL TS AND DISCUSSION 



Chapter-4 

RES UL TS AND DISCUSSION 

In the-present chapter an attempt has been made to analyze the <la.ta, interpret 

and discuss the fLI1dings . The findings and analysis of the study on Youths' 

Perception for Agricultural Entrepreneurship: A Case Study of Tehsil Karsog jn 

Himachal Pradesh are discussed as under: 

Table 4.1 Age wise Classification of the respondents 
~-'-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Age Frequency 
per 

cent 

I 8-25 11 22,0 

26-30 16 32.0 

3 1-35 10 20.0 

36-40 13 26.0 
16-25 26-30 31·35 36-40 

Total 50 100.0 
Ag• 

Fig. 4.J Age 
It is apparem from the Table and graph.ical representation that people of every age 

group are involved in the agricultural activiLies. Biggest percentage (32 per cent) fall s 

in the age group of (26-30) followed by 26 per cent who are in the age group of (36-

40). There are 22 per cent of the respondents who are in the age group of ( 18-25). 

Least number of respondents a.\"C in the age group of ( 18-25) wjth 20 per cent. 

Table 4.2 Gender wise Classification of the Respondents 
--~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-· 

Gender Frequency per cent 

Male 37 74.0 

Female 13 26.0 

Total so 100.0 

Fig. 4.2Gender 
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II is evident from the Table and figure 1.2 that about 74 per cent of the youth sampled 

are moles whereas 26 per cent arc females . 

Table 4.J Educational Qualification of Respondents 

Educational 
Qualification 
Matric or 
below 

Sr. secondary 

Graduate 

Post graduate 
or above 

Total 

Frequency 

13 

14 

16 

7 

so 

per cent 

26.0 

28.0 

32.0 

14.0 

100.0 

• -.1c .. -w . .... _....., 
O;r-• 

·~.:.~· 

Fig. 4.3 Educational Qualification 

It has been qu ite evident from the tabulated and graphical representation that 

respondents engaged in agricultural and allied activities arc educated. lncercstingly 

post graduates are also engaged in agricultural activities. Statistical analysis reveals 

that· 32 per cent of the respondents are graduates, 28 per cent are educated up Lo 

senior secondary, 26 per cent upto rnatric and 14 per cent are post graduates. 

Table 4 .4 Classification of Land Holding 

Type of Frequency per cent 
farmer 
Marginal 46 92.0 
(below I 
ha) 
Small (1-2 4 8.0 
ha) 

Total so 100.0 

1: • f • a.. 

marginal (below 1 ha) small (1-2 ha) 

l;iind holding 

Fig. 4.4 Land Holding 
It is quite evident from the above tabulated and graphical representation that 92 per 

cent are marginal farmers having land holding below 1 hectare whereas 8 per cent an: 
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small farmers who have 1-2 hectares of land. It can be said that mostly the marginal 

farmers are there in the study area. 

Table 4 .5 Income Status of the Respondents 

Annual F requency per 

Income cent 

Below 2 lakh 9 18.0 

2-5 lak.h 32 64.0 

5-10 lak.h 9 18.0 

Total 50 100.0 

. below2 
laJ..h 

• u>Jakh 
0 5-10 lal<h 

Fig. 4.5 Annua l Income. 

11 is apparent from the Table and figu re that 64 per cent of the respondents fall in the 

category of annual income of (2-5 lak.h), I 8 per cent of the respondents each have 

annual income (below 2 lakh) and (5- 10 lak.h). It can be concluded that most of the 

respondents fall in middle income group of (2-5 lak.h). 

Table 4.6 Source of learning about Agricultural Practices 

Source Freauencv per centa2e per cent of cases 

Family 47 58.8 per cent 94.0 per cent 
Educational 

13 16.2 per cent 26.0 per cent 
course 

Trainings 6 7.5 per cent 12.0 per cent 

Educational tours 14 l 7 .5 per cent 28.0 per cent 

Total 80 l 00.0 per cent 160.0 per cent 

It is clear and evident that from the Table 4.6 that 94 per cent of the total respondents 

have acquired the knowledge of agricultural practices from family. Astonishingly out 

of the total respondents very few have reported to acquire knowledge about 

agricultural practices from educational tours. educational courses and training. Hence 

it can be concluded that even today family remains the most important source for 

learning agricultural practices. 
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Table 4.7 Dependency upon Agrlcul turjll Income 

Dependency Frequency per cent 

Yes 25 50.0 

No 25 50.0 

Tota l so 100.0 

It is evident from the Table 4. 7 that respondents do not completely depend upon 

agriculture for their income. Half of the respondents completely depend upon 

agriculture for their income whereas the otber balf are involved in other activities for 

their income. 

Table 4.8 Primary Occupation 

Occupation Frequency per 
cent 

Government 3 6.0 
job 

Corporate 7 14.0 
job 

Business 13 26.0 

Agricultural 19 38.0 
sector 

Others 8 16.0 

Total 50 100.0 

~ • e • IL 

govtmmtnl co1po1 1tt 1ob bu1inu$ ;gncuhur;I olhtr$ 
job seC101 

prilllay occupation 

F ig. 4.6 Primary Occupation 
It is evident from the Table 4.8 and figure 4.6 that 38 per cent. of the youth are 

involved in agricultural sector, 26 per cent in business and 14 per cent are involved in 

private companies. Few ( 16 per cent) respondents are involved in government job. 

From the Table it may be concluded that majority of the respondents have 

agricultural sector as their primary occupation 
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Table 4.9 Mean analysis of types of Agricul tural and Allied Activities in which 
'Youth is l nvolv-ed 

Agricultu ral activity Mean Std. Deviation 

Artisan 1.22 0.418 
. 

Fi shin~ I. I 0 0.303 

Cultivation of crops 2.00 0 
Providing agricultural 

1.64 0.485 
inputs 

Labour work 1.24 0.431 

Rearing of animals 1.86 0.351 
Transportation of 

'1.24 0.431 agricultural products 
Processing of agricultural 

1.20 0.404 products 
Trading of agriculrural 

1.36 0.485 products 

Others 1..18 0.388 

It is apparent fr<,>m the Table 4.9 that cultivat ion of crops has scored the highest mean 

value (M=2.00) implying that cultivation of crops is the most preferred activity by the 

respondents. Re-aring of animals (M= 1.86) and providing agricultural inputs(M= 1.64) 

are also the prevalent agricultural activity among youth. Trading of agricultural 

products (M= 1.36), labour work (M= 1.24) and transportation of agricultµral 

producrs(M= 1.24) are other faveurite activities among youth respectively. least 

preferred activity among all activities is fishing ( M= l . I 0). 

Table 4. I 0 reveals the .factors responsible for the youth participation in agricultural 

activities Jack of job alternative (M=4.08) has emerged as the biggest factor which 

means that insufficient job opportunities in the region push them to adopt agriculture. 

Agricultural knowledge (M=3.74) from various means was found to be one of the 

major factor. AvaiJability of land (M=3.64) and interest in agriculture {M=3.30) were 

the other factor for the participation in agriculture for tbe youth. The minimum mean 

score has been obtained by Llie factor ' technological advancement" (M=2.60.) 

implying the lack of technology in agri~uJture. 
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Table 4. JO Mean analysis of Factors contributing towards Youth Participation 
in Agricultural ActivitiH 

Factors Mean Std. Deviation 

Lack of job alternative 4.08 0.900 

Agricultural knowledge 3.74 0 .828 

foterest in agriculture 3.30 0 .789 
Availabili.ty of rural credit 

2.76 1.001 fac il ities 

Availability of land 3.64 0.827 
Various government 

2.76 1.061 schemes and iniatives 
T cchnologic-al 

2.60 1.107 advancements 

Table 4.1 l Motivating factors for becoming Agricultural Entrepreneu.r. 

Factors Mean Std. Deviation 
Fertile soil of the region 4.32 0.794 
Environment and 
temperature is favourable 3.52 0.931 

A vailablity of fortest 
3.16 0.955 around the region 

Sufficient rainfall 3.08 1.007 
Transportation facility 

3.20 0.728 and well connectivity 
Availablity of different 

3.32 0.95'7 soil 
Agricultural history of 

3.46 0.973 -the region 

From the Table 4.1 I it is qwte evident that fertile soil Of the region (M=4.32) is the 

biggest motivator :for the youth to become an agricultural entrepreneur. Respondents 

also reveals that favourable environment and temperature oftbe· regi<m (M=3.52) also 

motivates them to become entrepreneur. Agricultural history of the region (M=<3.46) 

and availability of different soil (M=3.32) in the region are major factor for youth to 

become an agricultural entrepreneur. According to the respondents sufficient rainfall 

(M=3.0.8) was the least motivating factor_for the youth. 
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Table 4.12 Demotivating Factors for not becoming Agricultural Entrepreneur 

Factors Mean Std. Deviation 

Hi2b input cost 4.20 0.756 
Lack of government 

3.54 0.788 support 
Wild animals problem is 
a serious problem in the 4.44 0.760 
re2ion 
Lnsufficient irriga.tion 

3.50 0.839 faciliry 
Small farm size of the 

3.68 1.151 hilly area 

Labour unavailability 3.10 1.035 
Market ra'le are 

3.92 0.877 insufficient 

Lack of security 4.12 0.799 
Unavailablity of market 3.72 0.882 
Hard work 4.02 0.742 
Insufficient elecnicity 

2.70 '1.199 sunnly 
No insurance or 

2.70 1.165 improper insurance 

Table 4.12 reveals that wild animals probl.em (M=4.44) is the biggest demoti vating 

factors in the study area which hinder the youth to become an agriculnual 

entrepreneur. High input cost (M=4.20) emerged as the second biggest demotivating 

factor due to the billy terrain of the study area and lack of security (M;;-.4.12) is also 

another important factor. Hard work (M=4.02)~ market rate are insufficient (M=3.92) 

and small farm si2e (M=3.68) are the other major demotivating factors of the re.gion 

for the youth to become an agriculrural entrepreneur respectively. Insufficient 

electricity supply (M=2.70) and no ins.urance or improper insurance (M=2.70) were 

the least affected factors for the youth which do not affect much youth to become an 

agricultural entrepreneur. Hence it can be concl1,1ded that wiJd animals problem and 

high input cost resnicts youth from adopting agriculture as a profession. 
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Table 4.13 Perception of the youth toward their Ancestors Life 

Statement.J Freauency per cent 

Highly satisfactory 19 38.0 

Satisfactory 12 24.0 

Neutral 5 10.0 

Unsatisfactory 13 26.0 

Hililil v unsatisfactory I 2.0 

Total so JOO.O 

Table 4. 13 represents the perception or outlook of the respondents toward~ the Ii fe of 

their ancestors. When asked about how do they see the life of their ancestors, 38 per 

cent of the respondents seemed highly satisfied with the life their ancestor have lived, 

26 per cent were unsatisfied whereas 24 per cem and 2 per cent of the respondents 

were satisfied and highly unsatisfied with the life of their ancesrors have lived. About 

I 0 per cent of the respondents had no opinion about this question. 

Table 4.14 Do you Enjoy being an Agriculturist 

Response Frequencv per cent 

No 20 40.0 
Yes 30 60.0 
Total • so 100.0 

Table 4.14 shows the response of the respondents for the statement that w.hcther they 

enjoy agriculture as a profession. Three fifth of the respondents seemed' happy and 

were enjoying their profession whereas two fifth were not happy or enjoying their 

profession. 

Table 4.15 Option to leave Agriculture 

Response Frequencv per cent 
No 30 60.0 
Yes 20 40.0 
Total so 100.0 
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Table 4.15 shows the youth response when they were asked " if they are given the 

opportunity to leave Lhe fanning industry. would they?" Three fifth (60 per cent) of 

the respondents were not ready to leave the fanning practices whereas two fifth (40 

per cent) of respondents were ready to leave the farming practices. 

Table 4.16 Rural youth Perception towards AgriculturaJ Entrepreneurship 

Statement Strongly 
Neutral Disagree 

Strongly 
Agree Agree Disagree 

Agricultural 
entreprencursh ip can 2(4) 20(40) 18(36) 4(8) 6(12) 
fu lfill needs 

Agriculture is 7(14) 27(54) 7( 14) 8( 16) 1(2) 

potentially a major 
employer for youths 

Government support 7( 14) 13(26) 8(16) 20(40) 2(4) 
and incentive is a good 
motivator for youth 

inclusion of agriculture 11 (22) 21(42) I 0(20) 8(16) 0(0) 
tn all levels of 
education motivate 
youth 
Agricultural 4(8) 12(24) 12(24) 14(28) 8( 16) 
entrepreneurship can 
provide enough 
incentive 
Agricultural 7( 14) 16(32) 8( 16) 17(34) 2(4) 
entrepreneurship can 
produce high profit like I other sectors " Availability of 9(18) 19(38) 10(20) 6(12) 6(12) 
alternative income 
activities has no effects 
on youth participation 
Youth involvement 
lead to improvement of 

9(18) 20(40) 9(18) 6(12) 6( 12) 

socio economic 
condition 

Table 4.16 shows the rural youth perception towards agricultural entrepreneurship. 

The data shows that 40 per cent of the respo.ndents agreed that agricultural 
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entrepreneurship can fulfill their socio economic needs whereas 12 per cent of the 

respondents strongly disagreed for the same. Further tabulated data reveals that 68 

per cent of the respondents either agreed or strongly agreed that agriculture is 

potentially a major employer of labour for rura] youths. The data also shows that 40 

per cent of the respondents disagreed with the statement that government suppon and 

incentive can be a good rµotivator for youth participatio n in agriculture whereas 14 

per cent of responses strongly agreed with the notion. Table further shows that 42 per 

cent of the respondents agreed that inclusion of agriculture in education system 

motivates youth panicipation in agricul.tural entrepreneurshjp whereas I 6 per cent did 

not agree with the statement. Further study reveals lhat 56 per cent o[ the respondents 

either agreed or stro ngly disagreed chat availability of alternative income generating 

sources has no effects in youth participation in agricultural entrepreneurship where as 

46 per ceot of the respondents were either agre~d or strongly agreed that agriculture 

entrepreneurship can provide high profits like any other sectors. The data shows that 

56 per cent of the respondents were either agreed or strongly agreed on the notion 

tbat avai labil ity of alternative income activities does not effects on youth 

participation in agriculture· whereas 58 per cent of the fespondents were either agreed 

or strongly agreed that youth involvement in agriculture can improve socio economic 

condition of the rural areas. 

Table 4.17 demonstrates mean analysis of the statements on youth interest in 

agricuJture entrepreneurshjp. TL is inferred that desire to have own business bas 

obtained more mean value (3.68) as compared to the belief that thls area~ profitable 

(M=3.58) wrucb means former factor is a bigger reason for their interest in 

agricul.ture. Perusal of the data reveals tbat to run own business (M=3.32) motivate 

youth for agriculture entrepreoeursrup. Data obtained also show :that free to manage 

work time (M=4.22) is bigge~t factor of satisfaction followed by free to manage own 

business (M=4. l 0) and free to make decisions (M=4.06) respectively. The other 

factors which satisfy youth to adopt agricuJture are sharing of profit with their family 

(M=3.70) and offers employment to others (M=3.42). Further data show that 

attending of seminars (M=3.42) also increase their interest to go for agriculture 
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entrepreneurship, Further data reveals thal respondents feels that this fie ld has a good 

fut ure (M=3.08) and 10 adopt this field is a good carrier option. 

Table 4.17 Mean analysis of Youth Interest in Agriculture Entrepreneurship 

Reasons Mean Std. Deviation 

Main reasons for 
interest 

Believe thjs se.ctor is 3.58· 1.052 
profiTablc 

Desire LO have 
business 

own 3.68 0.741 

Motivation 

Have mo1ivation in 3.32 0.844 
running business 

Satisfaction 

Free to m ake decision 4.06 0.740 

Free to manage 
business 

own 4.1 0 0.789 

Free to manage work 4.22 0.764 
time 
Offers employment 
others 

to 3.42 1.230 

Sharing of profit with 3.70 0.763 
their famil y 

The importance of 
knowled2e 
Artend. seminar 
increase the skj]J 

10 3.44 1.247 
. 

Futur~ view of this 
field 
Believe this field 
good future 

has 3.08 1.29 1 
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Chapter-5 

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

ln the:: present chapter, on the basis of analysis and interpretation of data with 

respect the infonnation collected by the users with the help of questionnaire, 

imponant conclusion are drawn and discussed. Data was analyzed by applying 

arithmetic mean, percentage and standard deviation. Further suggcstjons which have 

emerged in the present study are given. The find ings and conclusions of the study are 

discussed below. 

Demographics of the respondents reflect that youth of every age group 1s 

involved in the agricultural activities. Although age group of 26-30 has the biggest 

percentage (32 per cent). Gender wise status of the respondents reveals that 74 per 

cent are males and remaining are their counterparts. Data shows that majority of the 

respondents are well qualified with 32 per cent have attained education upto 

graduat ion and few were also found to be post graduates. Education can help youth in 

agricultural activi ties also. Data collected shows that most of the fanners in the region 

are marginal farmers who possess less than I hectare of land. Further data shows that 

(64 per cent) of the farmer's income lie between 2-5 lakh and only (18 per cent) of 

the fanncr's income is above 5 lakh. 

Further study reveals that the source of in formation related to agricultural 

practices is majnJy family (58.8 per cent) educational tours ( 17.5 per cent) and 

educational courses ( 16.2 per cent). Data collected shows that youffi do not 

completely depend upon agriculture for their income and they have other source of 

income too. Although agriculture is the biggest employer followed by business and 

other activities. 

It was revealed from the data that cultivation of crops (M=2.00) is the most 

popular agricultural activity in which rural youth are involved whereas rearing of 

arumals (M= 1.86), providing agricultural inputs (M= 1.64), trading of agricultural 

products (M=l .36) are other very popular agricultural and alljed activi ties. 
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When asked about the factors that motivate or compel them to go for 

agricultural activities in spite o r having good education, the data shows that lack of 

job altemat.ive (M=4.08) is the biggest reason to adopt agriculture. Other significant 

factors such as agriculture knowledge from family (M=3.74). availability of land 

(M=3.64) and interest in agriculture (M=3.30) are other factors which motivates 

youth to adopt agriculture. Technological advancements (M=2.60) do not affect their 

choice to adopt agriculture significantly. 

It was revealed from the data that fertile soil of the region (M=4.32) and 

favourable environment and temperature (M=3.52) of the scudy region are mo6vating 

factors that attract youth to become an agricultural entrepreneur where wild animals 

in the region (M=4.44) and high input cost (M=4.20) are the biggest demotivators for 

youth while adopting agriculture. Study concludes that significant majority of the 

youth perceive the life of their ancestors highly satisfactory which effects their 

decision to adopt agriculture as a career. 

Further the study found that 60 per cent of the respondents were not enjoying 

their profession and 40 per cent were ready to leave agriculture if they are given this 

option which was very interesting revelation whereas 60 per cent were not ready to 

leave the fanning due to various reasons. Majority of the respondents think that 

agriculture has the ability to give high profit like any other sector and can fulfill the 

socio economic needs of the rural youth but there is a need to make it anractive and 

easy so that youth get attracted towards it. Respondents think that agricultun~ should 
~ 

be included in the education system to widespread it. Youth consider agriculture as an 

impressive profession in tenns of free to manage work time (M=4.22), free to make 

decision (M=4.06) and free to manage own business (M=4.l 0). 

On the basis of the findings and conclusions it is suggested that problem of wild 

animals needs to be solved as soon as possible. Government should take immediate 

action to safeguard the interest of the young farmers . To increase the participation o f 

the youth, agriculture needs to be introduced in school education so that agriculture is 

seen as interesting, respectful and secured profession. Jt is suggested that there is a 
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need to make agricultuTe easy and profitable by making policies according 10 Lhe 

regions. Farmers and agriculture should be the priority of the government because if 

Lhis sector is preserved than only olher sector can flourish. It is suggested that 

subsidies and incentives should be given 10 agriculture sector so that youth get 

attracted towards it. 
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APPENDICES 

Dear Respondent, 

I Nlkhll Sharma student of MBA znd year of Dr. Y. S. Parmar University 

of Horticulture and Forestry, Nauru, Solan(B.P). I require your valuable 
feedback fo r my project entitled " Youths' Perception for Agricultural 
Entrepreneurship: A Case Study of Tehsil Karsog in Himachal Pradesh" as a 
part of the MBA program. I request you to kindly read the following statements 
and give your response. Your co-operation will be of great help. I assure that t he 
information provided by you will be used purely for academk purposes. 

Part -A 

Personal information and demographic profile of respondent 

a) Name: _____________ (optional) 
b) Age: (in years) 

a) 18-25 D 
c) 31-35 D 

c) Gender: 

a) Male D 
d) Village: 

e) Educational qualification: 

a) Matric or below D 
b) Graduate D 

f) Land holding: 

a) marginal (below 1 ha) D 
c) semi-medium (2-4 ha) D 
e) large (10 ha and above) D 

g) Annual income: (in lakhs) 

a.) Below 2 lakh D 
D c.) 5-10 lakh 

b) 26-30 

d) 36-40 

b) Female 

b) Sr. Secondary 
d) Post graduate or above 

b) small (1-2 ha) D 
d)medium (4-10 ha) CJ 

b.) 2-5 lakh 

d.) Above 10 lakh 
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PART-8 

Q .1 Do you have agriculture background? 

a.) Yes D b.) No D 
Q.2 From where you have learnt agricultural practices? 

a) Family 
b) Studied as an educational course ____ _ 
c) Learn from trainings provided by various dept. Like Agric. 

Universities. __ _ 
d) Educational tours ___ _ 
c) Any other(please specify) _ _____ _ 

Q.3 Do you completely depend upon agricultural activities for your income? 

a) Yes D b) No D 

Q.4 Primary occupation: 

a .) Government job D 
c.) Business D 

b.) Corporate job D 
d.) Agricult ural sector D 

e.) Others D 

Q.S Type of agricultural and allied activities you are involved lo : 

Sr .No Agricultural activity Yes 

1. Artisan 

2. Fishing 

3. Cultivatfon of crops -

4. Providing agricultural inputs 

5. Labour work 
6. Rearing of animals 

7. Transportation of agricultural products 

8. Processin2 of a2.ricultural oroduets 
9. Tradin2 of al!l'.icultural products 
10. Others 

iii 

No 

. 

I 



Q.6 Factors for rural youth participation in agricultural activities 

S.NO. Statement Stroog.ly Agree Neutral Disagree 
Agree 

1. Lack of iob alternative 
2. Agricultural knowledge 

3. Interest in agriculture 

4. Availability of rural credit facilities 

5. Availabil.ity of land 

6. Various government schemes and 
initiatives 

7. Technolo2ical advancements 

Q.7 What are the motivating factors for the youth to become an agricultural 
entrepreneur? (Rate your opinion on five point scale). 

S.NO. Statement Strongly Agree Neutral Disagree 
Agree 

) Fertile soil of the re2ion 
2 Environment and temperature is 

favourable 
3 AvailablUty of forest around region 
4 Sufficient rainfall 
5 Transportation facility and well 

connectivity 
6 Availability of different soil 

--7 A~ricultu.ral history of the re!!ioo 
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Q. 8 What are the Demotivating factors of th~ region to become an 
agricultural Ent.repreneur? (Rate your opinion on fi"c p·oint scale). 

S.NO. Statement Strongly Agree Neutral Disagree Strong.ly 
Al!ree Disagree 

1. High input cost 

2. Lack of Government 
suooort 

3. Wild animal~ problem is a 
serious problem in the 
re2ioo 

4. insufficient irrigation 
fa:sdlitv 

s. Small farm size of the billy 
are.a 

6. Labour unavajlabiJity 

7. Market rate are 
i.nsufficient 

8. Lack of security 

9. Unavailability of market 

10. Hard work 

11. Insufficient electricity 
SUD DIV 

12. No insurance or improper 
insurance 

Q.9 How do you se_e the life of your ancestors involved in agriculture? 

a) Highly satisfactory __ _ 
b) Satisfactory ___ _ 
c) Neutral ------
d) Unsatisfactory ____ _ 
e.) HigbJy unsatisfactory ____ _ 

Q.JODo you enjo)I your profession'! 

a.) Yes CJ b.) No D 
Q.11 If given the opportunity to leave the farming industry, would you'? 

CJ b.)No CJ 
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Q.i 2 Runll youth perception towards agriicultural entrepreneurship 

Statements Strongly Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly 
Agree disagree 

Agricultural entrepreneurship can fulfil 
rural youth's socio economic needs. 

Agriculture Is potentially a. major 
employer or labour for rural youths. 

Government support and incentive is a 
good motivator for youth participation in 
agriculture. 

Inclusion of agricultUre in all levels of 
education motivate youth participate in 
agricultural entrepreneurship. 

Agricultural entrepreneurship can 
provide enough incentives to rural youth. 

Agricultural entrepreneurship can 
produce high profit like others sectors. 

Availabili ty of alternative income 
generating activities bas no effects in 
youth participation in agricuJtu ral 
entrepreneurship. 

Youth involvement in agricultural 
entrepreneurship can lead to the 
improvem~nt of socio economic condition 
of rural youth. 

.. 
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Q.13 Information on youth interest in agriculture entrepreneurship 

S.NO Statements Strongly Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly 
A2.ree Oisa~rce 

1. Main reasons fo1 
interest 

a. Believe this 
sector is 
profiTable 

b. Desire to have 
own business 

2. Motivation 

a. Have motivation 
in running 
business 

3. Satisfaction 

a. Free to make 
decisions 

b. Free to mange 
own busin·ess 

c. Free to manage 
work time 

d. Offer 
employment to 

others 
e. Sharing of profit 

with their family 

4. The i.mporta.nce 
of knowledge 

a. Attend seminar to 
increase the skill 

5. Future views of 4 

this field 
a. Believe this field 

has good future 

Q.14 Please give you.r suggestion for attracting youth t'C)ward~ agriculture sector 
and for improving sector.(if any) 
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Bach~lor Of Tuhnplog1• In 
M«hqnlcal Engineering From 
Garn Hill.~ Encitturing 

f.Jll.lm 
K111narhalli Solf(f! fH.f.! 

Permanerit Address 

Ni khil Shanna SIO· Shri . Vidhan 
Sho.rma,C/0 . S.C.E.R. T Hostel 
Rabon Solnn (H.P.). 
P .0 -Saproon 

TEH-Solan, 

• 
01srr. Solan(H.P), 
PIN C00£..1732 1 I 

' E-Mqil; 
N ilchil. 76 I 990@Gmail.Com 
ColllaCJ No: 
Cell: .+91941 8659862 
Phone: +9 l9418527393 

Pers<1nal ln(oimaJilm 

NAM.E- NilcbU Sharma 
S/0 - Mr. Vidhan Sharma 
DA TE OF BIRTH:07~06- l 990 
SEX: Male 
NATJONALITY: lndian 
MARITAL STATUS; Single 

$ Hobbies 
• Playing Crick.et 

4 • Listening To Music 
•Dancing 

Strength 

• Honest. 
• Take Challenges As 

Opponunity. 
• Never Regret For Past. 

• Positive Ani1ude. 

CURRICULUM VITAE 

-Objective 1 • "l 
To Pur511e a challenging job in presli~ous firm & strive for execeUenc·e in ir, 1 \'.t- _, ~7 1 • 

apply the same for the growth or organisation a nd my career. Seeking 11 

re$ponslble position in reputed firm and· to work for an organb;ation thnc pro,;de challenge and 
t>pporcunity to utilb.e my skills. I am willing 10 work in re.am and individually. 
Academic Qualifications 

YEAR DEGREEfEXAM rNSTITUT E UNIVE RSITY/BOARD PERFORMANCE 
M.B.A. NAUN I OR. Y S. PARMAR 70 per cent 

2014- (MARKET ING & UNIVERSITY UNIVERSJTY 
2016 FINANCE) SOLAN,H.P. 
2008- BTECH G.H.E.C. H.P UNlVERSITY lj.3 per cent 
20 12 
20011 CLASSl2 G.A.V C.B.S.E (d per cen l 

.SOLAN 
2006 CLASS JO G.A.V C.B.S.£ 69 per cenl 

SOLAN 

PURSUING 1\1.8 .A. FROM NAUNI UNI VERSITY SESSION2014-2016. 

Training: 
• Undergone Four Weeks INDUSTRIAL TRAINING Al "ShivaJik Bimeral Control 1.imil~ir· 

Al Solan. 
• Undergone Four Weeks INDUSTRIAL TR,\ INING Al " H. R.T.C Workshop·· ,.\I Sohm. 

Achievements And Extra Curricular Activities: 

• Parcicipated l.n Various Games Al School And College Level. 
• Active·.m.ember of NGO GOONJ & has organi7~d collection camp in Se uni l ni\'US it~ Solan. 
• Winner of ' 'Brious quiz competition and bas ·secured rirsc position in KNOW A FEST 20 IS. 

TechnicaJ Experience: 

• Basic Knowledge Ms-Qffic·e & Computer Application. 
• Knowledgt- Of C And C++ Languages. 

11 
• Knowledge Of Auto-Cad. 

Project Works: 

Minor And Major Project:- '"Hydraulic Fork Lift" 

I hereby, decla.re that all the information provided here are correct to the best f'\my 

b~~p · \~ 
rr'1 ,,,..,--

Place: SOLAN Nikhil Sharma 
Dated: 28-05-20'16 
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