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The experiment was conducted in the piggery unit, Livestock

Research Station Kattupakkam with eighty Large White Yorkshire

weaned piglets. They were classified in to heterosex, male, female (Sex

based regrouping), large, medium, small, asymmetry (Weight based

regrouping), enriched environment, increased feeding space allowance

and barren environment (Management based regrouping) groups each

consisting of eight pigs. To study the effect of agonistic behaviour, the

behavioural activities were récorded with the help of a Video camera and

i | Time lapse video recorder and also by personal observations.
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The present study was designed with the following specific

objectives.
i. To assessthe effect of regrouping on the agonistic behavior.
ii. To assess the effect of regrouping on the growth performance

of weaned piglets.

iii. To study the effect of different managemental methods on

agonistic behavior and growth performance of regrouped
piglets.

In sex based regrouping the total duration and number of
encounters of agonistic interactions of female piglets were significantly
(P<0.05) higher than the male and heterosex group piglets, in weight
based regrouping the medium weight group had significantly
(P<0.05) more duration and number of interactions than the large, small
and asymmetry groups and in management based regrouping straw
bedding group had significantly (P<0.05) less duration of interaction than

increased feeding space allowance and barren environment group piglets.

The agonistic interactions were significantly higher (P<0.01) during
the first hour after regrouping and got reduced with passage of time in all

the treatment groups.

The body temperature was significantly (P<0.01) higher in females,
medium weight and increased feeding space allowance group piglets in
sex based, weight based and managemental based group respectively.
Similar was the trend in case of other physiological parameter such as

pulse rate and respiratory rate.

The male piglets in sex based group, large weight piglets in weight
based group and increased feeding space allowance group piglets in
managemental groups had significantly (P<0.01) higher feed intake and

body weight than the other groups in their respective groupings.



The feed efficiency was significantly (P<0.01) higher in pigs under

enriched environment than the other treatment groups.

The body measurements viz., body length, chest girth and height
were significantly (P<0.01) higher in males, large weight piglets and

piglets in increased feeding space allowance in their respective treatment

groups.



