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The study was conducted at Livestock Research Station, Kattupakkam to
analyse the existing system of dairy herd management, problems encountered in
the existing system and to develop a computerised herd management system,

usable in Indian farms.

A computerised dairy herd management system was developed using the
data collected from the farm. The enterprise edition of Visual Basic 6.0 was used
~as front end, while MS Access - 97 was used as back end for the package

developed.




Manual record keeping has been followed in the farm for analysing the
performance and managing short term and long term activities. Most of the
records were repetitive and narrative in nature. The voluminous nature of data
and lack of integrating records led to poor decision-making in many areas of

dairy farming.

The dairy herd management system developed under this study is
structured under a main menu with various sub menus such as Status, Health,
Production, Reproduction, Feeding, Reminder and Report. The status sub menu
is segmented into Cow, Heifer, Calf, Bull and Exit options. The Health sub menu
has Illness, Tests, Treatment, Prevention and Exit options. The Production sub
menu is divided into milk, weight and weaning for recording milk yield, weight
measurement, calculating average gain in daily body weight from birth and
weaning details, while the reproduction sub menu is divided into cestrous,

service and calving.

Reminder menu is designed to alert the farmer regarding various
activities due for a particular week. This sub menu is also used to obtain the
checklists of animals due for vaccination, treatment, deworming, service,
calving, and dry off. Report sub menu is designed for obtaining the current
status of animals and breeding status of individual animals. All the recorded
information under different tables are displayed by selecting the reports option
for viewing the records of pregnant animals, non pregnant animals, heifers and

CoOws.
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