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ABSTRACT
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The study was designed to establish the usefulness of Broncho Alveolar

Lavage (BAL) in the etiological diagnosis of respiratory disorders in dogs. The

study included 10 apparently healthy dogs and 30 clinical cases of dogs suffering

from pneumonia. The clinical cases were classified into three groups viz. :-

Group 1 : 11 dogs affected with bacterial pneumonia.
Group I 13 dogs affected with viral pneumonia.
Group ar 6 dogs affected with mycotic pneumonia.
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The following parameters were taken up for study viz. Clinical signs,
Haematology, Radiography, Bronchoscopy, Broncho Alveolar Lavage (BAL),
BAL cytology, BAL biochemistry, BAL microbiology.

Haematology revealed neutrophilic leucocytosis in bacterial pneumonia and

mycotic pneumonia and neutropenia, leucopenia and lymphopenia in dogs affected

with viral pneumonia.

Cytological analysis of the BAL fluid revealed significant neutrophilia in
bacterial and viral pneumonia and less significant in mycotic pneumonia.
Distemper inclusions were seen in viral pneumonia cases. Dogs with mycotic

pneumonia revealed lymphocytosis in cytology.

Bronchopulmonary aspergillosis was diagnosed using bronchoscopy, BAL

cytology and microbiology in six dogs.

BAL played significant role in the diagnosis of bacterial ,viral and mycotic

infections in dogs with pneumonia.
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