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CHAPTER-I 



CHJ\PTEH T 

I N ~_L 'l--'{ C> L> LJ C' L' .L C> 1:'1 

India has the largest conc:entrotion of trihfll nop1l]f)t;nn 

any where in the world except perhaps in Africa. Accordina to thn 

1981 census. the population of scheduled trjhe of th~ country is 

5.16 croregJ.. constit.utjng ohout 7.7(,% of the tntnl !"'flll1i1tir,n 

l\pproximutely one 

whole 

of Gbout 15 percent of the tolol 

country. The various economic programs hClV0 ht!nn 

implemented in the tribal 

through different agencies. Not to 0. 1 i rl1 i n i1 t f~ t hf~ 

Trib.::lls in India. geographic:ally i"\IHi culhlYi,Jlv ~:fJ('rll:ir,(f ')Y0 

at widely different stages of social as we 1 1 e COIV)IYI i r. 

development and their problems rliff~r from a~pa tn ~yr~ 1 
,I r I ( ('. " (' n 

within their own group. The north-eastern region of Indio Hhich 

composed of seven hilly At.Ot.AR in preclomilll'llltlv i,dlrd,ilr'(j 
hv 

different tribal communities, Tripura a land of heauty_ which has 

." n 11IliqllO f () t\ t, I I r 0 of clllt'lIrl'll 

- tl til eastr'rn reqion It is ill ttl" Idl'III(",',1 si:::;ters 1n ,)e nor" /' - / , ("('I'lInl'" 

of the country and fourth of h('IIIII\.I)' '1 ll.,r: )'llrl 
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contiguous with Bangladesh. Its total area is 10.486 BO. km. 2 . 

Tripura io relic of once powerful k1nq<lorn of tho rl{lIll(' mont, iOrlod 

in the great Sanskrit epic Mahabharata and comjng down to th~ 

historic period in the Ain-i-Akbari. 

According to the primary census report ]99] .. the totn) nllmher 

of tribal population in the state is 8.53.345 with a perr-entaqp-

of 30 . 9'1 . w 11 ft r ~ 0 fI i n 1 q I} 1. t. h fi t. r j hoI r 0 p U 1 CI t i 0 fl vi u [J 2.!:'J G . ~J 9 1 

with a percentage of 50.09 percent~. Which was marqjn~lly hjqhor 

than non-tribal population. 

There are nineteen communities of t.rjhl\l jn Tri"llr~, (If V7hom 

Tripuries are numeri ca 11 y the largest tribe. The other 

important tribes are Riang. Jamatia. Halam. NontjaPo, KUy"jf:, 

Lushais. and Chakmas etc. There are also some tribalB llke Mllndt'1. 

Orang. Santal. Bhil. Lepcllo. Bhutia. Chnjm~] 

migrated from the tribal belts of Orissa. Bihar. Maohya Praoe8h 

and other distant part of the country to work in th~ t~a 0arrl~nf': 

of Tripura. 

Till' the country attend independence. the trjh~JR Rocieties 

were kept in isolation in the guise of non interfnr~n(;A wi th 

their traditional socio-political system "nd to prAp.prv~ th~ir 

cultural heritage. In pursuance of thiH p()lir.:y. Ill) l,iH1Qlhln 

development programmes have been implement.eel in thA trihnl Clrf'of': 

of the country as well as in the state of TY·ipurf3. However wi th 
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the advent of independence the policy of isolating tribals was 

reversed and various measures were initiated in the state to 

them into main stream of the social and economic lifp. of bring 

the Btate Vlhi Ie taking enough care t.o cause min:imllm (URt\lrbl'ln(;~ 

the balance achieved by the tribals with the nature and to to 

preserve the traditional values of t.he trihal societieR. 

Poverty and unemployment have co-existed with tribal 

communities from centuries. The eradicat.ion of povert.y 

necessiates. execution of special action plan in phaRed manner to 

reduce the magnitude of unemployment in the economy_ Many 

research studies conducted in other st~tes at national level 

suggests that unemployment. is t.he cause l'\nd consequence of 

poverty and the magnitude of poverty has heen more qlarinq in 

backward regions. where skewed distribut.ion of mARns of 

productions has made the poor tribals to become poorer day by 

dav. The state of Tripura being one such hackward reaion in t.he 
~ -' 

country is no exception to that. Underdeveloped agriculture. 

srno.ll EJ co. 1 e cot toge i ndustri es has accentuat.ed t.he ~d tUR t. i ('In 

further. Therefore. households devoid of means of product. ion 

clepencl lar-ger-ly on either- wage employment. or on nat.ure. for t.heir 

exjgtence. This group conBtitutp- the oown-tr0doent V()llln~rilhlA 

section of the society. comprising mainly t.he Rchedl\]ed trihe~ 

and other economically backward classes. 
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J\rnongDt these c losses. tr i bo 1 B ore one of t h8 i qnorGrl 

sect i on of the poverty striken masses who h~ve t.aken out_ arms ano 

also Involved in the insurgency a.ctivities in the state. The 

magnitude of the backwardness of the tribals can not. simply he 

imogined without seeing the environment in which the tribals live 

in. a.nd their socio economic bock ground. Most of the t.rihals 

have their habitates in hilly isolated and difficult terrains and 

these areas are still inaccessible such ahsence of motivot.]()n 

and demonstration effect has not brought about any chonqe in 

their standard of living. And by & large the triba)s mana~e their 

existlHlce with living standard much below the poverty line. 

Con~ldering the state of Tripuro it may he added h~r~ thnt 

the state is highly deficit in respect of fooo proour.tion even if 

the moin occupotion of the people is ogriculture. The settleo 

cultivation in the state is over saturated further 

consequence of heavy pressure of immjgrant.s on land. ther~ h . ,-; n f'; 

been a rising trend in the transfer of land from the t 'b rl al t.0 

the non tribal farmers. The tribal farmers started depending more 

on jhum cultivation. According to the jumia survey report the 

fully Jumia fami ly is 21.677 and part.ly Jumia fl'\mj lv. ;s ~~ 
'-',") . ::l7? 

and have the Jumia population of about 2 .AA .390 numhers in t.he 

state. The report shows the little progres~ive work ahont. 

resettlement of Jumia family has done by different depart.ment. of 
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the state Government. The total number of .Jumia. fa.milies 

resettled upto the end of seventh five year pl~n ip, J7.483 

numbers. 

The tribal pockets have remained backward inspjte of th~ 

jmplornontntion of various developmental programmes with reApec:t. 

to their economic activity and living standards. Livjng in ~n 

inaccessible area devoid of communications and contacts with the 

outside world has restricted the outlook of the tribal people ~nd 

their philosophy did not developed to the required extent. Ann 

many of them are not even aware of the rapid economic licvGlopment 

t.llkon plnce in the other parts of the stnte. Their needA nre 

limited and the means are also limited. leading to the 

dovelopment of a bare subsistence economy. As a reslllt. these 

tribal areas have become pockets of ~tagnation and object of 

povorly withjn the state and have not been able to keep pace with 

the develooment of other non tribal groups in the state. Much has 

been done and yet. many things needs to be done to the 

socioeconomic status of tribals in the state. 

It is therefore in the fitness of things. desired necessnry 

to make an indepth study on the socia er:onomi r: statuf; of t.he 

tribals of Tripura with particular reference to their level of 

employment. income and living standards and hring out cartedn 

policy issues pertaining to investment deciBlons of the 

Government and other national and international or~~nisationf;. 
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OBJECTIVES 

1. To study the farm and family structure of djffer~nt. 
categories of tribal households. 

2. To estimate the level of income and consumption of t.rjbal 
house holds. 

3. To study the I eve I of emp I oyment. among th~ t.rj ba 1 houf:e 
holds. 

4. To study the marginal propensity to conSllme and extent of 
saving or desavings among the tribal house holds. 

HYPOTHESIS 

1. There exits 
categories of 

disparity 
tribals. 

of income among different. 

2. The marginal propensity to consume in case of t.rihal 
house holds is very high. 

3. There exists unemployment and under employment among t.h~ 
tribal house holds. 

4. The income distribution and consequent consumpt:ion is the 
reflection of greater degree of poverty. th~t is 
prevalent among the tribal house holds. 

1. 1'r-lrClol"Y conaU/3 report 1981. 
2. Primary census abstract. 1991. National Informatic Centre. 
3. Insurg~ncy in Tripura by S.R. Bhattacharjee. 
4. Jumid Survey report 1987. Govt. of Tripura. 
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CHAPTER II 

REVIE~ OF LITERATURE 

HIJvi OVI ot litoro.ture plo.ys 0. vjt.o.l rolf) jn qlflfmjnrr 011t. 

information about the works done in the post. the selection of~ 

o.nolytico.l procedures followed. the strong ond week pojntR ~no 

findings of such studies provides valuoble gllicienCAs in 

forrnuloting the theoriticol fromework of research at the tjme of 

investigation. 

In this chapter. some of the recent research workR done on 

vnriolls ospocts of socio economic charocteriaticfJ. employment. (\nn. 

level of living of tribal households have been revjeweo. For the 

soko convenience. stUdies reviewed have been cloRRifieo nno 

presented under the following three sub-heo.ds. vi?. 

(a) Socioeconomic characteristics 

(b) Employment 

(c) Lovol of living 

(a) Socio economic characteristics. 

The social environment is most importent in shappingnnd 

developing the culture and economy of a society man is suhjected 

to a continious learning process since his childhood. which 

e ventuolly provides him with certain wao_e of ]j' t vJng .0 ~ 

perticular group of people or society. The tribal society which 

"'iHJ very much secluded from out siot') world iA llnoflrcroina '" 

radical change which requires periodical revew from tim~ to t.imA. 
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A number of research scholars have attempted to examine the 

6cio economic characteriBtics on theBe bosis. a review 0f Wh0BA 

works i8 given below. 

Prakash (1976)1 is of the view that the massjve p0verty 

prevalent in India can be tackled simply by introducing 

traditional economic measures like public works progranune and t.he 

similar measures as suggested in the Approach document to the 

Fifth Plan. Increase in national income and a more equjt~hle 

distribution of it to the weaker sections of the society 

r:.mppl{jrnenteci by a comprehensive puhlic djst.r:ihut:i0n AYRt~m tn 

distribute food. cloth and essential commodities are the 

solutions to the problem. The Economic Classification Scheme is a 

Droaramme of action which may be adopted as a practical solution '. -
to effect equitable distribution of wealth under the pre~ent 

conditions which would give immediate results. It may be pointed 

out that if this scheme is implemented. it will he possihle to 

raise the levels of living of all families living below povertv 

line to above the poverty line within a period of 5 to 10 ve~rs . . . 

The Economic Classification Scheme shall also provide a base for 

systematic economic administration and also equit.able 

distribution of wealth to the poor masses and it may also he 

regarded as the first step towards the achievement of a Rocj~liAt 

economy. which is the declared objective of our country. 

1. B. A. JlroktH'h. " HOrllova 1 of proverty". 'A New Atrflteqy. Yo 'jana . 
1976 (October). pp.11-12. 
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Adiseshiah (1982)2 .has suggested severl'll mel'lSUreB in 

fighting poverty in rural India. According to him. the assp,t 

distribution in ownership of cattle. equipment and ml'lchjnery R~ 

set forth should be fully and faithfully implemented on co-

operative basis and the present loopholes of the land reform 

legislation through which whole troop of elephants are walking 

out should be closed. It is important t.hat t.hose who are mORt. 

destitute. the bottom 20 per cent of the people should be helped 

first. Absolute priority should be given in pulling up out of 

poverty those living in destitution. 

Borah. P.N and Mishra. B (1984)3 _ in their study on the 

impact of integrated jhumia development project on changinq the 

socio economic situation of hill-trihals of Karhi-Anglong 

district of Assam concluted that the tribals ShOl11d have proper 

education both litrally and functionally as to under Rtand the 

l)rnpnr nell I nn t:. i on of cho 11 anao ond to taka up the mnnngf'lmr-mt. of 

the departmental programmes with vigour and ont.husiasm. Perfer:t 

Go-ordinntion io to bo maintained betweon variollR rtevf}lopment 

programmes to accelerate the proces of development in the 

backword tribal areas. 

2. M.S.Adiseshiah. 
1982. Vol.XXI. 

"Dimensions of War on Poverty". MainRtrenm. 
No.17. pp. 14-20. 

:J. (l.P Borah and B.Mishra (1984), Impact of Tnt~gratp.ct il1miR. 
dev£.l1 clpmellL pr-ojucL 011 C1H:Hl~lng the B<...clo ecollolldc 
situatlon hj 11 tribals of Karhi- ~nql""nq..:l· t . t M. '.. IllR.rlr:: .. 

fwnnrfl. (M.Sc. theaiA). 
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Gangui. J.B. (1985)4. He observed entry into diversjfic~tion 

of productive activities was vital for the survival of the tribal 

of the state. not to speak of improving upon their economic 

conditions. because heavy influx of refugees from East Pakistan 

in to the state led to tremendous pressure on land and tha 

natural resources to . which the tribal so long had eaRY access. 

Over and above. such an attempt for diversification of f'Jconomic 

activitios should be helpful in accelerating the Rocial mobility 

of the tribesman in the environment of Tripura. 

Jahgirdar. M.P. (1986)e According to him the north eaAtern 

region. being a late entrant in the development field with llniqu8 

characteristics and aboundant resources calls for nn jnnovativ~ 

approach which could synthesise tradition and modernity for thp, 

harmoncOUB development of the two. This means t.hat more and morf'J 

people should be taken into confidence and development should 

become peoples priority rather than that of the government. More 

functional education. transformation of attitudes. motivation 

programme are the basic needs. Unless a desire for economic ~nd 

social development is unculcated among the people. schemes will 

be of less relevance. 

4. J.~. Ganguli (1.985) "Pattern of occupational Rtrllr.tllrf~ of th~ 
trIbal population in Tripura". Parisankhyan R~rt~. Vol - T. 
No. - 2. April - Sept. 

5. M.P .. Jahagirdan (1986) Problems of Rural of'Jvf'Jlopmf1nt in Nnrth 
J':fllJ I. rug jon KurukAhot rOo Va 1 -xxx'1 v. No-O. Mny-l qO() . 
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b~ prepared keepinq in view lhc trlrnet. 

groups for whom they are meant. The guidlines of the schemes 

!~;h()ll] d l)c flex i b I e and ShOll I d not hecaome norms when they rench 

state or district levels. As for as possible it should he trjed 

t 1 I. t.he schometJ in their social frame work r~ther t.hon 

disigning them to fit in the officiol frame work. The trihal 

ilrll I il~f) t(,<llllo''''1. 011(:1) I.hoy lonrn to wnl1c. thny lI\ny I'VIlll 

run. but we should not make them to walk hefore they r.ouln !":ti"nn. 

Sdgar (1987)«5 et 0.1 .. stated. whet.her nss8t. renistrihut:ive 

measures or employment schemes are better for poverty 

alleviation. This also has implicat.ion on t.he redistrihutive 

policies. In a state where the land owner operator small farmer 

f~l)(rl!3 1(;!3!::S lhan the landless rural lahourers ctif;tri})\It:i()n (',f li"'lf)d 

or j n :-:ma 1 1 qllant j ty may not. be of much he 1 p. Slwh 

IIIIJr):IIJY 1111 VI()lJ I d 'imply diverDion to activit:iA~. wlleih lip \"(") llnW 

! Jl j( ) .... m I ()\<IO r on rn i flU u. Fur t hormoro. it WOIl 1 (i t i 0 11 P .., I ""-0 or 

number to land thus affecting their migratj()n to m()re lllcrntivA 

areas. f;uch migration has been a cushion against the inhosrl"it.ahlA 

nature as well as the inhospitable economic envjronment. in R 

large part of the state. 

6. S. :Jctgar. Kanta Ahuja and V. Sagar. "Poverty amonq Tctent if i pn 
W8i:d~ er Sect ions in Ra. j sthan". Economi c. and po 1 it i rC" 1 
W ( "d'. I y. 1 (H 1"1 V, I I X X r r N (I . : ~ (, • P P . n . 7 () ". 1 1 
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Mahalingam (1988)7 According to him trib~l development h~fl 

reached a critical stage and has assumed an added significance in 

the context of the high priority Qccorded to social jllsticA jn 

the new planning effort. Some of the tribal groups have remained 

completely untouched by the process of economic development nnd 

some have even been adversely affected by it. It is there fore to 

take a fresh work at the tribal situation in the hin tr~ct~. 

review the strategy of development and defino tho totnl rlnnrlnd 

national effect with a view of mQking tribal (!ornmunit.iefl Aqual 

}J.:\r·LIl~rs in all spare of national life. 

Singh(1989)e has analysed the impact of employment Achemes 

on poverty. He suggested that more representation of the poor nnd 

the implementation of the programme would be positive step to 

success the programme. It would be more realistic to fix the 

poverty line limit for IRD programme for a part.iculC'lr five year 

period with reference to the price level of the yeQr i~nedintely 

preceding that Five Year Plan. There is an urgent need for making 

effective steps by the individual banks to ensure Apeedy 

implemen~ation of instructions of the Reserve Bank of India. 

There is also need to impart extension education to the lRDP 

beneficiaries about the detailed terms and conditionfl of loans 

received by them from the banks. It is suggeAted thl1t. (llle 

7. Mahalingam (1988), Kurukshetra vol xxxvi. No.4 .. 1nn. 19AA). 

8. Prahalad Singh."Impact of 
Indian Journal of Social 
pp.279-303. 

Employment SchemeR on Poverty". 
Resoarch. 1909. Vol·""XXX. No.1. 
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importance should be given to the development of infrastructure 

and environment along with the uplift of an individual. 

Sharma (1989tP,: .. ~.observed a number of factors. which might be 

responsible for poverty in the sample villages. They are 

illiteracy. unemployment. sole dependence on agriculture. lack of 

irrigation facilities. low productivity in the agl'j<.;ultural 

sector. large family exploitation. indebtedness. dependence on 

others. domination. laziness. lack of fl1raiglltetinesa and 

determination and landlessness. Thus. they also say that jf 

poverty is to be removed. the Government must help the poor

through economic aid - and/or give them some employment. As they 

observe that the benefits of the present schemes are not only 

part and they do not reach the genuine cases. They suggest t,hat. 

arrangements should be made to help the poor directly or through 

the punchayat and corruption among officials should be checked. 

In order to provide employment. the government shollld establish 

industries and spread education. Some of them BUgg~Rt land 

distribution from absentee landlords to landless workers 

efforts to save the poor from'debt bondage. family planning and 

migration as other methods of removing' poverty. l\. few of them 

talk about the policy of protective discriminl1tion 00 n Ilort of 

comprehensive policy to remove poverty. 

Bhattacharya. S.R. and Gupta. D.N(1989)1U Concluded ill t.hAir 

study on Tribal insurgency in Tripura Concluded that 31.9 percent 

9. A.K.Sharma. "What the poor think about the:ir" novorty-A 
socio-phvcholoaical study. The Indian Journal of' S . 
Work. 19B9. Vol. 1. No.2: pp. 171-182. oela] 
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of tribals were employerd in the government survices to the 

employement. The % of cultivator. agricultural laburer. house 

hold industry. other workers and marginal workers were 23.14. 

10.38. 0.08. 2.5. and 5.10 percent to the respective population. 

Bjhdri (1989)11 indicated that in 1984. there was 735.6 

milion persons in the country. which increases to 796.6 milion in 

1988. Of those more than three-fourth (about 77 per cent ) 

lived in rural areas. Per capital national income at 1980-81 

prices amouting to Ra. 1786.5 increased to Rs. 1918.1 in 1987-88. 

but the disparity between rural and urban levels of per capital 

income had been vary wide. As againsed Rs. 2305 for urban 

population. per capital income for rural population amount ad ro 

Rs. 620. The percentages of populaton leaving below the porverty 

line in diffrent state has been markedly varied from 49.5 per 

cent in Bihar to 46.2 per cent in Madhya pradesh and 45.3 per 

cent in Uttar pradesh. It was only 13.8 per cent population in 

Punjab. 16.3 per cent in Jammu & Ka!!lhm1r and 23.5 per cent. in 

Assam lived below the poverty line. 

Biswal. S.K and Kar. L.N (1989)12, concluded that majority of 

the tribals are marginal. the avrage monthly income of whom 

10. S.H.Bhattacharya and D.N.Gupta. (1988). Tribal Insurgency in 
Tripura. 

11. Bipin Behari. "Alleviation of Rural Poverty (Review of oeriod 
1984-89)". Kurukhetra. 1989. Vol. XXXVI. No. 12. PP. 30:36. 

] ~ • f1. J( . III "nln I ntHl J" N ,I(nt" (1. !)09). trnpnet or oxton"'1 C)I\ nchlt"!r.\ t, ~I nn 
on the socio economic development of tribals nf 
Niligiri block pf Balasore District of Orissa. M.Sc 
t.houla. 
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rQnges between Hs 300 to Hs 1000. most. of the trihols h~ving some 

size of land holding do not depend on their land for their 

1 ive 1 ihood. lack of credit facilities and unavailability of 

inputs in time along with small size of land holding limits the 

dovolopmont of tribals particularly in the field of agriculture. 

Bose. A. et al.(1990)13 According to them there were 

1.04.771 nos of male cultivators and 30.408 nos of female 

cultivators in the state. where as 40030 nos of male trihal 

agriculture labour and 20.586 nos of female agriculture labours. 

Only 2594 nos of male and 3192 nos of females were engaged in 

live stock. forestry. fishing. plantation etc. Again only 226 nos 

of male and 280 nos of female were engaged in house hold industry 

in t.ho ulate. During the year 2901. 

Rllm.V.J (1990)1 .... hae analyeedthe causee. which direct.ly or 

indirectly contributed to the breeding and the perpetuation of 

poverty. He started that simple failure on the part of the social 

system to respond the simple socio-economic requirement as 

exemplified in erroneous projections of crop yield. fuel ne~~s. 

market behaviour. birth rate etc .. brake down of transpotation. 

irrationality of social institutions and cultural biases amount. 

numerous others. all of which countributed to poverty. The 

poverties also otten attributable to natural causes such as 

13. Asish Bose. Tiplut Mongbri and Nikkilesh Kumar. "Trihal 
Demography and development in north east India.1990. P.P 116. 

14. TalJ~ by Dr. V.J. Ram. "Chief Social Development Division". 
United Nations. Thailand at Planary Session on Sum-theme-tII. 
lit'. 'lfjl1 '1'10. 
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drought. excessive rainfall. erthquake and other natural 

disasters as weI as to certain normal human condition such as 

extreme youth and aging needs no alaboration. Nor does the fact 

that perverty can result from certain personal attributes such as 

low level of intelligence. lack of employment skills. performance 

of life styles not conductive to financial security etc. 

Rao. S.N. and Kar. L.N (1991)1~ Concluded in their study 

that. to improve the Bocio economic condition of the tribal 

people. they must be educated Education must be given priority 

basis. Modern technology is to be reached to thern and interest in 

the welfare of the tribal community must be raised. 

Heggade. 0.0 (1992)18 According to him the VSO'S have the 

potentiality of working catalyah in trnnsfo:rminu ollr trUml 

areas. Thus sincere efferts should be made to increase their 

scale of operations by a liberal policy of grant -in-nicl and 

initiating measures for eliminating the problems and difficulties 

encountered by them. Appropriate intensive schemes should be 

implemented to increase the number of committed voluntary socjal 

workers as well as organisations. Thus it could not bo ignored 

that a revitalized network of VSO's cluld be undessiable assets 

for implomontina n hont of dov01opmnnt nr.hmnnf1 Ilndnr t-,hn [>Y'nnnnt-. 

"Sub-Plan" approach for tribal development and welfare. 

15. S.N.Rao and L.N.Kar (1991) extent of Docio ecollomic r:hallgA 
the tribals of Mahendragiri region 6f Ganjam District. 
Orissa. M.Sc thesis. 

16. Odoyar D.lIeggade 
Kurukshetra Vol-

(1992) Role of VSO in tribnl dovfdoprnont:. 
xxx. No -13. April 1992. 
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Sahoo. S.C and Dash. B.B (1992)~7 in their study on the 

"Socio economic I1nalysis of shifting cultivnLion .ill Tr-HH1I nronn 

of Koraput District in Orissa." suggested that. 

shed. 

(a) Tho tribi.ll munt to DO otlucnLod to II UlllliruUl1I (.1{ !JY ill10ry 

level. This Cl1n be I1chieved by voluntl1ry pl1rtjcipat.ion in 
rosidental school. 

(b) In formal education of adult tribals through extensjon 
personel should be strengthened. 

(c) The 
of crop 
intensive 
agencies. 

Singh. A. 

knowledge lovol of UJO tribal ill Iw,dc'!· II '."Chlli(!,I" 

product i on shou I d have to be i ncro . .1sed t· tll ()ugh 
efforts by government as well as voluntary 

(1994)~B. Suggested for setting up of I1 cl1ttle 

providing better snnitntion fl1cility and 

provision for drinking water. setting up of bio-gas plant. 

nursery to improve the stnndorc1 of liviny of 1./1(0 !."il/ill::. 

(b) Em!Jloyment 

The Second Agriculturol Ll1bour Enqll i r-y (1 'l'}f, r,7) Mlrl t hn 

25th round of tho Notionol Snmplo Survoy (19,/0·'/1 )10 l'oprJrt-.n 

pointed out that among the total male member~1 of thn vl~~;)ker 

section, only 5.7 per cent of time wns spent in une/ll!doYHlf'mt. clue 

17. S.C Sahoo and B.B Dash (19921. The socie eCOIlC'lIlir:: nnalYRjR 
of shifting cultivation in Tribal areas of Koraput district 
in Orissa. M.Sc. thesis. 

18. 

19. 

A.Singh (199'1) lIousing projocl 
Jojana. Vol-38. No-6. April-1994. 

for II 

Govornmont of 
National Sample 
Unemployment-25th 
De 1 hi ) . 

Inclin( 1(71), "C"hillnl 
Survey Heporl 

Round (Mannger 

PI'· I III I' i 'I n , r i he. 

'·:111[, I (,YI/I(: 1 I' 

Publ ir'nt. iOIl!:. 

'1'1.(1 
II lid 
N~w 
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to the search for work for 12.5 per cent of the time. they were 

. gal'nful employment for about 8.2 per cent of t.hejr t.ime. In ,ln 

1970-71. the male labour force was unemployed for about 6.8 per 

cent of the time as against 14 per cent in 1956-57. Nat.ional 

Sample Survey (25th round) prepared data on activity states which 

shows that the annual labour force participation days per pArRon 

in case of weaker section are high. 

Raji purshit (1974)20 in his evaluation study of SFDA 

analysed the impact of the programme in the employment of the 

beneficiaries 

After the implementation of the programme under three major 

schemes namely. individual wells. dairy development and sheep 

rearing, The study revealed that the total numnber of days per 

household increased for periods 1972-73 to 1973-74 were frorn 649 

to 762 for the individual wells category. from 539 to 633 for 

dairy development and from 974 to 1092 for shop rearing, The 

number of labour days employed per household increaRed 

significantly for male adult workers in tho case of all the throe 

categories. The labour days for male non-adults increased in case 

of the individual wells and aeep roaeing catogorion nnd nliqhtly 

declined in the case of dairy development category. TI1e labour 

days for the female adults increased in tho conn of th~ 

individual well and dairy development and slightly decelined in 

the case of the sheep rearing and thOflO for tho non-nclu 1 tFl 

20. A.R.Raje Purshit."Evalution of Small Farmers Development 
Agency". Mysore District. Karnataka State (1972-73 to 1973-
74). Gokhle Institute Mimeograph. Series No.19. p.30. 
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declined in the case of the sheep renring nnd tl100C for non-

adults declined in the case of individual wells category and 

increased in the latter two case. 

Aiyaswami and Natrajan(1980)a1 in their study on employment 

pattern of labour force in Coimbatore Taluk have shown the range 

and the level of employment. unemployment and underemployment 

among the rural households engaged in agricultural and non-

agricultural activities. 

The employment status expressed in terms of days of full 

employment exhibited inter-village differences as could be 

expected. In all. out of 177 earners in agriculture. only 50 had 

employment for 200 days and more. Majority in the earner group 

experienced unemployment and/or underemployment at Borne pojnt. of 

timo in the year. The enquiry had clearly indicated that the 

extent of unemployment got minimised substantially in vil10gee 

having fairly stable irrigation facilities. adopting labour 

intensive crop-mix and successive crop rotations complemented by 

dairying and possessing industrial centres. 

Singh (1981)~2,found that the artisans had the highest 

employment among diffrent rural workers with 262.88 man-days of 

21. P.K.Aiyaewami and B.Nataranjan."F..mploymont pnt.tonl of Ini.>our 
force in Coimbature Taluk." Centre for Agriculture and RUrl~l 
Development Studies. Tamilnadu Agriculture Urliversity. 
Coimbature. 1980. p. 50. 

22. R.P.Singh."Structure of Employment among different Hural 
Workers in Punjab". Report on Seminar on Struct.ure of 
Employment among different Rural Workers of Punjab: fa. Case 
Study. PAU. Ludhiana. 1981. p. 1-9. 
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employment per year. They were employed for 73.02 per cant of the 

days in a year which is very close to our ideal of full time 

employment of 75 per cent days. But the level of employrnant. of 

agricultural labourers. marginal farmers was comparatively low 

with only 50.35 and 52.47 per cent of the days in employment in a 

year. He has also assessed the impact of SFDA on employment 

generation of different rural workers. He found that. none of the 

sampled agricultuural labourers. artisans and marginal farmes got 

the benitite ot varioues epecial prograrnmefJ forrraulatcu f{Jr t.lleir 

benefits. The various employment generating programmes of SFDA 

failed to reach the target group becauee of their' lock of 

knowledge about the programme. 

Ggrowd.l bonu Sidl'lU C 1981 )~::J in their study found that t.he 

level of employment of landnless labourers in Sangrur district. 

Punjab. was quite high for male workers and low for female 

workers. A male lundless labourer gets employment for 270 days in 

a year as compared to 131 days of emplyment for female labourers. 

The male labourers got maximum employment in paddy 

transplantation. harvesting threshing anf other intercultural 

operations. whereas. female workers got maximum employment in 

paddy transplantation. harvesting and cotton picking. The second 

half of the year provided more employement thnl) f.irnt hillf. They 

have also observed that these landless labourer prefer contract 

23. P.S.Grewal and I.S.Sidhu.IIA Study into the pattren of 
emolovment and waae structure in Puniab Aariculture.II:A Case .. ... - - -
Study. IIReport on Seminer on Structure of Employment and 
Wages in Rural India." PAU. Ludhiana. July. 1981. pp. 1-13. 
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wages in paddy transplantation. harvesting and threshing because. 

it provides additional employment opportunities to family members 

irrespective of age and sex. 

Singh et al. (1981)24 have analysised the time spent on 

various activities seasonality in work by male and female members 

of small and large farming households. They found that the males 

from small farms have gainfully employed for nearky 56 per cent 

of their time. This figure is slightly higher in the case of 

large farms. However. in the case of female members. half of 

their time is utilised for social and family affairs. Further 

analysiS of the time spent on gainful work shows that crop 

production and tending of cattle are the major activities. 

October is the most busy month for crop production activity for 

persons of both the sexes and for both sizes of farms. Other 

activities of gainful employment are exanging and/or h..lring out 

labour. The unique feature of hills is that female do not hire 

out t~eir labour through they do participate in exchanging their 

labour. Both these activities consume 3 per cent of tot.al tjme. 

The most timeconsuming and unproductive but necessary activity 

perfo~ed by female is social and family affairs. The time 

allocated to this activity by female is the same (about 50 per 

cent) on all size of farms. 

Subramanyam(1984)~~ in his study found that the problem of 

open unemployment does not appear in its chronic form. The real 

24. D.V.Singh. M.S.Rathore and R.Swarup. "Seasonality of 
E:.lployment in Hill Agriculture".Report on Saminar on 
structure of Employment and Wages in Rural Indian. PAU. 
Ludhiana. July. 1981. pp. 1-15. 

25. S.Subra.m.3niyam."Levels and Dimensions of Unemployment. 1984. 
Vol.3. No.4. pp. 338-344. 
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problem in the rural and urban areas is underemplo~~ent. This is 

more 
so in the case of females. The incidence of unemployment is 

higher among females both in the rural and urban are~s. He has 

that labour households are subjected to the higher 

incidence of unemployment. These households account fo~ about 90 

per cent of the rural unemplo~~ent and 55 per cent of the urban 

unemployment even though their shares in total workers are much 

lower. Hence. any employment programme should give top priority 

to labour households. The pattern of development influences the 

incidence of unemployment. Mere agricultural development cannot 

solve the problem of rural unemployment and hence. rural 

industrialisation should also be emphasised. 

Bhuyan and Mohapatra (1984)26 in their study found that the 

financial assistance to the tune of Rs. 1500 to each beneficiary 

houusehold under ERRP programme with 75 per cent subsidy and Rs. 

1800 under IRD programme with 33 per cent subsidy with 

differential rate of interest (4 per cent in case of the former 

and 12.5 per cent in case of latter) provided employment 

opportunity to 3.2 units of labour as against 1.26 units per day 

during pre-investment period. showing thereby an increase of 252 

per cent. An indepth analysis of the study showed that despire 

encouraging achievements in the field of employment. 28 per cent 

of the execess capacity remained unexploited. 

26. of IRD and ERRP 
and Mahanga Block of 

Rural Development. 

B.Bhuyan and P.Mohapatra."an appraisal 
programme in Balipu". Nischintakoli 
Cuttack District". Seminar oaoer on 
Orissa. Economic Journal. 1984~ p.89. 
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Sodhi C1987)27 in Q study found thQt the finQnciQI 

assistance through IRDP had significant changes in the 

occupational structure of the beneficiaries engaged in 

agriculture as labourer and therein self-driven camel cart. The 

decline in the proportion of households employed in the 

traditional wage paid occupations of agricultural sector was 

significant contribution of the IRD programme. 

Chakraverty and Sharma (1987)28 have made a critical 

analysis of the employment pattern of the weaker sections before 

• 
and after the execution of IRD programme. They found that total 

employment days in IRD schemes provided additional employment 

which varied from 90 man-days in case of work bullock scheme to 

365 man-days in carpentary scheme. Such a vast empolyment 

oppertunities created for the lanless labourers pushed up the 

level of total employment days from 314.56 man-days during pre-

IRD period to 380.52 man-days in post-IRD period. This change 

exhibited 20.97 per cent increase. Further. an analysis of the 

extent of unde!-employment showed that if varied from 8.5 per cent 

__ t,Q 41.5 oer cent in case of marginal farmers. whereas. in case of -'- .. ~........ - ~ . --.-- --

landless labourers. the magnitude of unemployment varied from 

7.33 to 66.87 per cent. This indeed. reflects an alaraming 

situation and calls immediate attention of the agencies to create 

27. J.S.Sodhi."IRDP Results of a study of evalution of the 
oroaramne". Swai Madhour district. Raisthan" 1987.Journal 
of Rural Develooment. VOl.6. No.6. 0.617. . . . 

28. M.L.Chakarverty and B.N.Sharma."Socio-economic Impact of IRD 
Programme on the level of Employment".Income and Asset. of 
the weaker section in National District of ~ssam. 
1987(Masters Dissertation). Deppt. of Agril. Economics_ 
College of Agriculture. Bhubaneswar. 
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more productive employment opportunities in the schemes financed 

under IRD programme. 

Bardhan (1987) 2P analysising the from the national sample 

survery. found that the unemployment rate in general was lower 

among women that among men. possibly because of the situation of 

low job prospects. women drop out of the current labour force 

more readily_ He also found that on an average. about 27 per cent 

of economically active (i.e in the labour force by usual activity 

status) adult females withdrew from the current labour force in 

the reference week. In respons~ to a probing question asked in 

the survey. it was found that aven among women who are engaged in 

household work by usual activity status. about 5 per cent 

reported that they are so engaged because of non-availability of 

gainful work and about 19 per cent reported their willingness to 

accept addtional work if work of their choice (like animal 

husbandry. spinning and weaving. tailoring. small-scale 

manufacturing and repairing etc.) is made available at the 

women's household. 

Paul (-198S)~O in hjs study on Un emp 1 o}'men t Ilnd 

Underemployment in Rural India. found that the problem of 

underemployment is more serious than chronic or full emplo)'1l1E>.nt. 

in rural India. About one-fifth of the rural labour force was 

29. 

30. 

P . Bardhan . II Provert y 
Household in West 
1987. pp.1496-1502. 

and Emplo)~ent Characteristics of Urban 
Bengal." Economic and Political Weekly_ 

Satya Paul . "nemp I oyment and 
India" . .;:.conomic and Political 
No.29. DD.1475-R~. 

Underemployment 
Weekly. 1988_ 

in Rural 
Vol.XXII. 
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underemployed during 1977-78. Severe underemployment ·was least 

prevalent and marginal underemployment was most prevalent. The 

rates of unemployment and underemployment for females are higher 

than that for males. whcih shows that the job opportunities for 

females are limited in rural areas. Over the period 1977-78 to 

1983. the ususal status of unemployment and underemployment rates 

have declined considerably in the rural sector as whole. While 

there is some increase in the rates of moderate and severe 

underemployment rates of marginal unemployment have declined 

appreciably. The direc·tion and magnitude of change in rates of 

unemployment are. however. not uniform across states. The states 

like Assam. Himachal Pradesh and Punjab show an increase in the 

unemployment rates whereas. most other states show a decline. 

Tilakdar et at. (1989)31 have analysed the impact of IRDP on 

employment and income of beneficiaries in Western Maharastra in 

the drought-prone area of Manteheill of Southern district. They 

observed that IRDP increased the emplo!~ent of beneficiaries bv 

29.40 days. The non-farm employment was also higher in cae of 

beneficiaries. Emplouyment function reveled that there was 

positive and significant relationship between total annual family 

employment and farm size. family size and number of animals and 

income from non-farm employment of beneficiaries. It was also 

oil:.H.~I"Vt.~:5d thdt lhere Wd:J a positive relationship between the 

total annual family income and expenditure on the crop production 

31. S.N.Tilakdar. P.D.Malikner and N.N.Pathak,"Imoact of IRDP on 
Employment and Inc0me of beneficiarie~ in Western 
Maharastra." Financing Agriculture. 1989. pp.21-24. 
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and livestock. In conclusion. they have found that the IRDP made 

a positive impact on the employment and income of the 

beneficiaries. 

Singh and Basnet (1990)32 have examined the relationship 

between employement and the various factors responsible for 

change in the level of employment through multiple regression 

analysis. They f.ound that the regression coeffi cients for fami ly 

size was highly significant both in rural and urban areas. The 

values of regression coefficients indicated that the employment 

would increase by 37.68 and 52.06 days with one unit increase in 

adult unit in the case of rural and urban households. 

respectively. The variable representing number of animals was 

highly significant in both the areas. The figures showed that 

supply of one productive animal which raise the level of 

employment to the extent of 20 to 30 days per annum both in rural 

and ur=~n areas. respectively were 0.06 and 0.04 for rural and 

urban areas. respectively. indicating that non-farm employment 

generated through IBP assistance provided higher income. It also 

implied that non-farm employment could be generated further 

through rEP assistance both in rural and urban areas. 

Bahadur et al. (1992)33 have assessed the impact of IRDP on 

beneficiary's employment generation in the pre and post 

;32. J.P.Singh and K.Basnet."Economic Impact of Intensive Banking 
Programme on the level of Income and Employment of Bank 
Beneficiaries in Morana District. "Nepal. (Masters 
Dissertation). 1990. Deptt~ of Agril. Economic. College of 
Agriculture. Bhubaneswer. 

33. T. Bahadur and Md. A. Kareem." Employment and Income 
Generation under IRDP : Some Imolications."Piamv Economic 
Review. 10Q7. Vol.37. No.6. pp. 1-S. - * 
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implementation periods of the programme. He found a definite 

increase in employment in terms of average man-days per family 

from the pre to post implementation stages. The avrage number of 

man-days per annum for the small farms family before IRDP stood 

at 339.33 which increased to 566.36 man-days indicating therby an 

increase of 66.90 per cent. The average number of man-days per 

annum for the marginal farms group before the IRDP was 274 man

days which increased to 417 man-days. This constitutes 77 per 

cent increase in man-days employment in the post-implementation 

stage. 'The average number of man-days per annum for the 

agricultural labourers group was 295. which increased to 429.7 

indicating thereby an increase of 45.66 per cent. This was 

perhaps the lowest as compared to small and marginal farms group. 

Singh. J.P. et al.(1993)~4. According to them Agriculture w~s 

the main source of livelihood. but could sustain the sample 

households for about 9-10 months a year. Forest resource was 

therefore the last resort in the absence of adequate procuctive 

employment. The study further revealed that 71 percent 0: Juana 

and 63 percent of the Bhuinyas were below poverty line. Literacy 

Dercentaae was 10.58 and 25.20 resoeetivelv. - - .. 

(e) Level of living 

The term level of living is used to denote all elements. material 

as well as non-material consumption for the well-being of an 

individual or a group. It includes goods and services as well as 

34. J.p. Singh and T. ~,Jhanty. (1993) "Maanitude of FC'vertv. - -
Unemployment and living of tribal households(.Juana and B'l;uinva) 
in Keonjhar Dist. of Orissa". Ph.D. thesis. Utk;l Universit.y. 
,~ . V' h~" lI:ln 1 LIar: 
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non-meterial benifits such as political security and pleasure of 

family life. It is. however. difficult to quality the non-

meterial benefits. Most researchers studied in details the 

components of food. clothing. housing. medical. education etc .. 

to examine the levels of living of people in an area. some of 

these works have been reviewed in this section. 

Siddiqui(1968)3~ in his study concluded that under the 

conditions. prevailing in Kishanpur. Bundelkhand (North India). a 

consumption of 2220 calories per head per day is sufficient for 

average health. His another study (Siddiqui. 1966) showed that in 

a village in U.P .. the calorie consumption was 2309 per head per 

day and the standard of health. there was also good. From these 

lWo studies. it follows that in U.P. or North India. the minimum 

daily requirement for average health is 2220 calories per head. 

More precisely. it can be said that 2220 calories per capita per 

day form a aeneral Standard Nutrition Unit (SNU) for North India 

in order to compare the nutritional standards of Deoole livina in - - -
other villages of the region. However. it is presumed that the 

diet proving IS~"P consists of the variety of f00dstuffs with no 

adequate quantity of proteins. It is also presumed that the 

essential quantities of "Protective food" required to maintain 

average health are also included. If the diet is sufficiently 

varied. the vitamin intake will also be adequate. 

35. M.F.Siddiqui."Studies on Calories C0nsumption in Village. 
Kishanpur. B' .. mde lkhand. "Man and Indi3. 1968. Vol. 48. pp. 
174-180. 
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Drewnowski (19?O)3e in his study "Studies in the measurement 

of levels of living and welfare". Introduced general distinction 

between levels of living and levels of welfare. The formar are 

measured by indication of the flow of goods and services to the 

individuals of a society over a period of time. affecting their 

welfare such as food. health. se:-vices. education. hC',lsing ect .. 

The level of living index was designed as a u~itary index 

combining the several indicators of the flow. population has 

recurrent needs and such needs are satisfied with the flow of 

goods and services obtained by the population at the rate of so 

much per unit of time. As satisfying needs are receiving welfare. 

therefore. the flow of goods and services brings in flow of 

welfare to the population. This size of flow or satisfies needs 

is measured per unit of time. It is that flow of welfare. which 

is called level of living. Thus. level of living is the 

instrument to measure. It expresses the monetary value of goods 

and services. which are supposed to generate the level of living. 

Santra (1970)37 examined "Inter-Regional and Inter-Regional 

inequalities in Household Expenditure in India". Regional 

variation has examined with the help of Lorenz curve and Gini 

coefficient. He also used funds of expenditure approach for 

studying the levels of living variation. It was found that a high 

inequality in an economy with l~rge per capita consumer 

36. 

37. 

Jan Drewnowski "Measuring Social Variables in Real Term!:::t : 
Survey of Issues and Possible Solutions - Studies in the 
Measurement of Levels of living and Welfare". United Nation 
Research Institute for Social Develooment". Reoort No 70 
3. 1970. p. 23. ..' . 

B.Santre. "Inter-Regional and Intra-Regional ineaualities in 
Hou~ehold Expenditure in India".Indian journal 
AgrIcultural Economic 1970. Vol.XXV. No.3. 00.92-99 of . . . 
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expenditure implies less human hardship that the same level of 

inequality with low per capita expenditure. The people of Punjab 

with lower inequality and higher average per capita expenditure 

and certainly better off than those of Rajsthan and Mysore with 

higher inequality but lower per capita expenditure. Similarly in 

Maharashtra and West Bengal through inequality is the same. yet 

the level of living in West Bengal is higher than that of 

Moharashtra. 

Ojha (1970 )3':' ____ studied "Configuration of Indian Povery. 

Inequality and levels of living". He focussed attention on the 

linkage of inequality in income with levels of living in a 

society. He found that income inequality is an insufficient 

measure of level of poverty in a society. Furthermore. it gives a 

relative position which is also in an affluent society like USA. 

To measure index of absolute poverty. he used indicator of level 

of living i.e .. food consumotion which is measured bv averaae . - -
calories intake per person. He examined levels of livincr in rural 

and urban India based on average calorie intake. 

Ganguli and Gupta (1970)39 exam:ned the levels of living in 

India based on consumer expenditure approach. They used National 

Sample Survey data for the pirpose and found that usually a high 

proportion of expenditure on total food indicates the relatively 

38. 

39. 

P.D.Ojha. 
and Levels 
1970.p.27. 
B.N.Ganguli 
Inter-state 

" A 
of 

Configuration of Indian Povertv. Ineaualitv - - . 
living". Reserve Bank of India BUlletin. 

and D.B.Gupta. "Levels of living in India - 1m 
Profile". S.Chand & Co. Ltd .. New delhi. 1970. 
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low levels of living. Similarly. for higher levels of living 

smaller propertion is spent on food and within the food group. a 

smaller propertion of expenditure on cereal productis. 

Rath (1973)40 examined the levels of living in rural areas 

of various states in India. by using only per capita consumption 

expenditure. He obse~ed that prices of various commodities 

entering into consumption estimates are not the same in every 

state. He attempt the same after making due allowances for 

difference in the price level of commodities entering into 

consumption. He used the Lespper's Quantity Index expressed as 

estimated per capita expenditure for any state as percentage 

expenditure of Andhra Pradesh. If the index is lower than Andhra 

Pradash. the levels of living is low and vice-versa. 

Reddy et al.(1975)41 found that family budget and the level 

of living was high in c~se of the agricultural labourers. who 

depend on wages. Agricultural labourer-cum-milk producer spends 

more on all food and other items except on litigaticn. When 

percentages of expenditure is calculated. they spend =ore on 

recreation. housing. travelling. education. and miscellaneous 

items. Agricultural labourers. who depend on wages spend =0re on 

litigation and le~d a hard life. They concluded that agri~~ltural 

labourers. who maintain dairy farming ~s a subsidiary oc~upatjon 

are better of than those who depend only on wages. 

40. Nilakantha Rath. "Regional Variation in Level and Cost of 
living in India". Artha Vijnana. 1973. Vol.IV. No.4. pp.337-
353. 

41. V.B.Reddy. Y.V.R.Reddy and N.R.Reddv. "Socio-ec0nomir 
Conditions and Standard of living of Lab~urs". Rural India. 
1975. ~oril-Mav. DO. 102-104 .. ... .. . 
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Muthaya (1977)4:2 studied the indicator of rural levels of 

lh-ing an':' suggested that while determining the level of living. 

a '::istinc:ion should be made between basic human needs or 

nec=ssitie2 and highe~ needs or co~forts. He also argued that in 

cas: of r~al areas. basic needs like. food. clothing ~nd seIter 

are major. He also suggested that caste. landholding value of 

assets. m~terial possession. health and nutritional status. 

fanily size and childern attending school as indicators of rural 

levels of living_ 

Commerce Research Bureau (1981)43 studied levels of living 

in India as a whole and for status like Gujrat. Bihar and Assam. 

They used various indicators such as literacy. urbanisation. 

proportion of workers. population below the poverty line in rural 

and urban areas. unemployment. per capita income. health. per 

capita availability of cereals. pulses. milk etc_. orooortion of 

expenditure on food. fuel. light and water etc. They found that 

though literacy has increased. yet their quality is poor. real 

income of agricultural labour has fallen. asset holding of poor 

was very low. The per capita availability of pulses. milk. cotton 

cloth declined. whereas. there was substantial increase in the 

availability of man made fibre. sugar and tea. The use of luxury 

items increased through popUlation suffered from portein 

difficiency. Similarly. in Assam and Bihar through the economy 

42. B.C.Ml.lthaya. "Indicators of Rural levels of living and 
Methodological Issues.Community Development and Phancayat. 
Raj Digest". 1977. Vol.IX.No.1. pp. 1-13. 

43. Commerce Research Bureau. "Levels of living :Wide spread 
noverty and _ Illiteracy. commerce". 1981. Vol.CXXXXI. 
No _ :i561. DO. 1 20. 
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capita income have shown rising trend. 
. k d UD and the has P1C e • 

been no significant impact on living standared of the 
there has ~ . the quality of ljf~ 

In Gujrat. they found improvemen~ 1n 
.._~ of people have been 

people. 

both in rural and urban areas. Large n~er --

afford bet:.er food intake. The vast growing network of 
able to 

services along with the development in other 
health and social 

. th ~·ets of D.8ople and 
spheres. have yet more money 1n e poc~ -

improved the coverage and quality of services. 

Sepecial Correspondent of Commerce Research Bureau (1981)44 

of Shimla has studied the level of living in Himachal Pradesh 

with the help of male and female litercy. rural urban litercy. 

proportion of workers population below poverty line. rural and 

urban unemployment. per capita income. structure of state 

domestic product. health and per capita availability of cereals. 

pulses. milk etc. He found that Himachal Pradesh is comparatively 

better in terms of population of people below the poverty line. 

The net domestic product (at current prices) of Himachal Pradesh 

between 1970-71 and 1979-80 increased. During this decade. there 

has not been much change in the degree of urbanisation and the 

state continues to be predominantly rural. A bulk of the total 

work force in Himachal Pradesh continuees to live on agriculture. 

Unlike many other states in Himachal Pradesh small landholders is 

44. Special Correspondent Small Landholders Predominents . 
_ c a upp emen. 1. Vol. Hlmd~hcd p!·c1tiG~h Commerce. SDe i 1 SIt 198 

CXXXXIII. No.3661. pp. 24-25. 
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a dominent class both in terms of number and the area. During t.he 

past serveral years education facility have improved to a large 

extent. The medical facilities in the state over the years have 

shown improvement. The number of medical institutions have aone 

up. 

Mukherjee (1981)4~ studied the level of living in Uttar 

Pradesh for rural and urban areas with the help of various 

indicators such as. population below poverty line. unemployment. 

structure of state domestic products. proportion of workers. 

litracy. facilities of health. availability of cereals etc. He 

found that growing poverty coupled with unemployment is the main 

draw back on economy of Uttar Pradesh. In fact. the spiralling 

prices and fall in the stste's per capita income have 

considerarably reduced the purchising power and the living 

standerd of the people except those of the well-to-do section. 

The per capital monthly expenditure in urban areas is as much as 

27 times that in the rural areas. There ia s visible disparity 

between the consumption of rural and urban areas. The diet of 

people are below the standard of nutrition. Those below the 

subsistance level are compelled to take up any type of job even 

if it fetches a nominal return. Unemployment continues to grow 

among the educated. 

45. K.L.Mukherjee."Wide Disparaties in Urban and Rural 
Consumption in UP". Commerce. 1981. Vol. CXXXXIII. No. 3661 . 
pp. 66-67. 



- 35 -

Ballal (1982)~6 ex~mined the determin~tes of levels of 

living in general. He argied that the levels of living is 

generally evaluated in terms of real 11l\,;L:me of the peopl e. 

working conditions of the labourers in :ndustr~y. agriculture and 

tertiary sectors and facilities ~v~ilable to them. While judging 

the levels of living of rural masses. the factors like. 

population pressure on agriculture and the magl.itude of desguised 

unemployment became very important factors as they affect the 

level of economic affluence of rural regions. The pattern of 

expenditure of the people on necessities and other consumer items 

also reflects the levels of living of a particular area. As the 

level of living rises. the proportion of the real income that 

would be spent on basic nexessities and civic amenities tend to 

diminish. Extending the basic needs like food. clothing. shelter. 

water. health. sanitation. education etc. even to the people in 

the lowest ring of society becomes a most crucial factor in 

measuring the levels of living. The other important factors. 

which testify the rising levels of living are declinina in both 

mortality and birth rates. increase in literacy rate. decrease in 

the gap between the rich and the poor. life expectancy. the 

extent of eradication of dreadful diseases. the availability of 

drinking water in both rural and urban areas. transport 

facilities. energy consumption etc. 

46. N.Murari Ballal. "Determinates of levels of livina". Pigmy 
Economic Review. Vol. XXVII. No.9. April. 1982. pp.-
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Lal et al.(1983)47 in their study on pattern of consumption. 

investment. saving and expendjture among tribals. found that 

about 90 per cent of the total f~ily expenditure is on 

necessities. while about 5 per cent is on recreation and other 

items such as liquor consumption etc. According to them. the 

Engel's law of consumption states that the proportion of 

expenditure spent on necessities declines with the increase in 

income of the family. whereas that spent on comforts and luxuries 

exhibit positive relation with the income. Their findings also 

indicates that proportion of expenditure by tribals on 

necessities such as food declines. whereas the proportion of 

expenditure on comforts and luxiries. education. recreation etc. 

increases with rise in income. thereby confirming the conclusions 

of the Engel's law. 

Prasad (1984)48 analysed the consumption expenditure 

distribution of the SCIST and the non-SC/ST groups in Karnataka. 

He found that the Se/ST have a lower standard of living than the 

non-SC/ST. There has been a fall in the standard of living in 

47. S.K.Lal. M.M.Bhalerao and S.B.L.Gupta. "Pattern of 
Consumption. investment. Saving and Exoenditure among 
Tribals".Rural India. Feb-March. 1983. pp. 47- 49. 

48. Shailaja Prasad. liOn levels of living of Scheduled Castes and 
Scheduled Tribes". Economic and Political Weeklv. 1984. 
Vol.xix. No.30. pp. 1205-1213. -
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real terms for both the SC/ST and non-SC/ST over the period 1973-

~4 to 1977-78. The decrease has been greater for the SC/ST 

:eading to a widening of the disparity. With respect to 

:neaualitv 
~ ~ . there is aenerallv less ineaualitv within the SC/ST - - --

;roup as compared to the ~.Jn-SC/ST. Over the ;:eriod of study. the 

:~equality within the group has increased. The increase in the 

:nequality for the SC/ST has been of a higher magnitude than that 

~or the non-SC/ST. On closer examination. it was found that a 

~all percentage of the SC/ST in the urban sector have fared 

extremely well in comparison to their non-SC/ST counterparts. 

",-:,i1e t.he majority of the SC/ST suffered relatively more. He 

found that only a minor proportion of the poor are SC/ST. 

Khan et al.(1988)49 in their study h~ve shown th~t 

throughout the entire life cycle. men are relatively more 

privileged that women as regards individual food intake and care 

during sickness. The reason can be traced to the higher 

participation in the labour market and the areater visibility of - . 
the economic contribution of men as compared to women. Although 

all houBehold members observed in this study ate the same basic 

meals. males (adults and children) received the lion's share of 

nutritious food such as ghee. milk and butter milk that was 

49. M.E.Khan. R.Auker. S.K.ghose and Sashi Rairathi." 
Inequalities Between Men and Women in Nutrition and Familv 
Welfare Services: An Indeoth Enauirv in an Indian vil1age.~' 
Social Action. 1988. Vol.38. No.4. pp. 398-417. 
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avai lable to the fami ly as they l.~ere considered to be the "bread 

winners" (present or future). Indeed. it was found that daughters 

were often p~rposely denied these nourishing foods in orier to 

arrest their ~hysical growth and ~hus prevent them from be:oming 

eligible for ~arriage at a youn; ~ge. as this would entail great 

expense for ths family. An adult =~rried woman does not face this 

particular res~riction. but she is usually the last member of the 

family to eat. what remains for her is often leftovers and these 

are often inadequate for her nourish~ent. Even if nourishing 

food. such as ghee and milk is av~ilable. the engrained spirit of 

self-sacrifice makes a woman leaves it for her children 

especially her sons and her hus~~nd on whom she feels the future 

of the family rests. 

Chakraverty et al.(1989)~o. in their study indicated that 

absence of attitudinal change and attachment of the tribals 

towards traditional heritage. culture and scenic environment in 

which they live in failed to influence the sample households in 

generating increased level of employment. income and standard of 

living. Their preference towards independent and free life with 

leisure. relaxation and enjoyment induced them to be contented 

50. M. L. Chakniverty. J. P. Singh and H. N. At ibudhi . "Economi c 
Analysis of Employment. Income and ConsUIDotion Pattern of 
Tribals". Journal of Rural Development. 1989. Vol.8(1). pp. 
97-108. 
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with two square meals and bare necessities of ljfe rather than 

improving the level of income and standard of living. They have 

suggested that there was an urgent need to ~ring about a change 

In the outlook of the tribals towards econ2mic content of life 

throu;h motivation and spread of educati~n. Their w3rginal 

prope:1sity to consume and consequently t::eir saving aspect 

present a sorry state of affairs. which :a11s for initiatina 

steps to boost up per capita income through provision of other 

employwent and income generating assets. 

Rani et a 1 . (1990)~1 . have analysed the factors affecting 

employment of women in agriculture. The multiple regression 

analysis was used to identify the factors. which affect the 

employment of women. They observed that among the variables 

considered. total income of the family. age of the the respondent 

and type of the family were found to significantly influence the 

levels of employment the regression coefficient of -0.002409 for 

total income implied that one rupee increase in total income of 

the family would decrease employment by 0.002409 days keeping 

other variables constant. Thus increased family income had a 

negetive influence over the lavels of employment. The regression 

coefficient for the age of the respondrnt was -0.00299. This 

indicated that if the age of the respondent increased by one 

year. it would decrease the levels of employment by 0.00299 days . . 
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The regression coefficient of -6.1927 for operational land 

holding implied that one hactare increase in the size of 

ooerational holdina would decrea.se the e:uolovment bv 6.1027 days. 
- - -404o-

Thus. increased ooerational hol~:~cr had ~ necretive influence over . --
the levels of employment. The education was also found to have 

signifi;~antly influenced the :evel of employment opportunjtjes 

should be provided torural wome~. The large size group educated 

women should also take up subsidiary enterprise with scientific 

improvements without spending their time in finding at home. 

51. P.S.Rani. V.I.Raiu. P.R.Ram and G.M.Naidu. "Wacre 
Differentials and -Factors Governing Employment of Women in 
Agriculture". Aaricultural Situation in India. 1990. Vol. 
XLV. No.4. pp.249-252. 
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CHAPTER III. 

MATERIALS AND METHOD 

brief account on background situation of the study area 

alo~g with the sampling tech~ique and analytical procedure used 

for :~e study is provided in ttis chapter. 

Description of the area studied 

The State 

The state Tripura is located in the north eastern corner of 

India and lies between 22- 51 Nand 24- 32 N latitude and between 

90- 10 E and 92- 21 E longitude with an extreme length of 

183.5 Km. and extreme width of 112.7 Km. having three districts 

i.e. North. South and West Tripura district. Three fourth of its 

boundary is souranded by Bancrladesh and only in north eastern - . 
parts it is connected with Assam and Mizoram. There are thirteen 

subdivisions and the has total geographical area of 10.486 Sq.Km. 

There are 17 blocks. The total population of the state is 

.27.44.827 as per the 1991 census with a density of 196 per Sq.Km. 

Tl"lc yen;t.;uldYf.; of 1 i te~'a(;y was 60. ~9 l->~n;(':I1L. AlloLher important 

feature on the economy of the state is predominance of small and 

marginal land holdings. According to the state report on 

agricultural census 1980-81 Vol-l. page -51. the average size of 

holding In the state was 1.07 ha. with and average schedule tribe 

holding of 1.30 ha. 
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District 

Th d o ~ 0 t 0 located l°n between North e west " Tripura lS~~:C 1S 

Tripura and South Tripura di~:~ict. In the western side it has an 

international boarder with =~ngladesh. The district has ~n area 

of 3.047.78 Sq. Kms. with a ?opulati0n of 12.93.861 nos. out of 

which schedule tribe p0pula::on is 3025.845 nos .. It has 6 nos. 

of blocks and 54.20 oercen: of literacy. Another important 

feature is the district ha~ predominance of small and marginal 

land holdings. According tc the state report on agricultural 

census. Vol-l. page-51. 198C-81. the average size of holding in 

the district was 1.05 ha. and average schedule tribe holding is 

1.36 ha. 

Climate and Rainfall 

The amount of rainfall and its distribution greatly 

influences the farming system of the region. Generally the rainy 

season in the state starts from the month of MAY and continues 

up to middle of the month OCTOBER. The average rainfall received 

in the state is 296.4 mID. and the average rainy day was 99.2. 

During the year 1991 the amount of rainfall was 3399.1 and the 

average no. of rainy days W~3 125.6. The highest amount of rain 

Source : 
1. Agricultural Dairv 
2. A guide to Triour~ 
3. Primary cens~s 

Bbubaneswar. 

1993. Go.,t. of Tripura. 
Agricult~re 1988. Dept. 
abstracto National 

of Agriculture. 
Informatic Centre. 
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Table 3.1 

District ( West Tripura ) at a glance4 

Sl.No. Particular 

1. Area in Sq. Km. 

2. No. of occupied 
Residential Houses 

3. No. of House Holds 

4. Population 

5. S.C. Population 

6. S.T. Population 

7. Population below 
age 7 years 

8. Literates 

9. Total workers 

10. Cultivators 

11. Agricultural Labourers 

12. Workers: 
Livestock. Forestry etc. 

13. Workers:Mining & quarrying 

14. Workers: 
MAF & Pro. in H.H. INO 

15. Workers: 
MAF & Pro. other than H.E.I 

16. Construction workers 

17. Transport storage 
common workers 

18. Trade & commerce workers 

19. Workers in other services 

20. Marginal workers 

21 Non workers 

Total Males 

3.047.78 

2.41.954 

2.43.067 

12.93.861 6.65.576 

2.40.201 1.23.318 

3.25.845 1.65.554 

2.28.594 1.16.369 

7.01.286 4.16.677 

3.74.615 3.16.919 

1.14.873 98.683 

83.317 65.748 

6.449 4.684 

1.806 1.773 

6.660 4.907 

16.939 15.455 

6.598 6.221 

13.843 13.638 

34.705 33.870 

89.425 71.948 

:7.344 2.675 

9.01.902 3.45.982 

Females 

6.28.285 

1.16.883 

1.60.291 

1.12.229 

2.84.609 

57.696 

16.!90 

17.569 

1.765 

33 

1.~84 

'277 

:05 

835 

17.485 

14.f69 

5.55.920 

4. Primary census 
Bhubaneswar. 

arstract 1991. National Informatic Ce~tre. 
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f~:l ~8c8iving month is MAY ~nd JlrnE. It h~s ~ long r~iny season 

st~ts from APRIL ~nd continues upto OCTOBER. 80 percent of tot~l 

aQ2unted rainfall occurs during that period. It has a maximum 

t f 36 ·~ ~nd ~l'nl'm~ sumrne" temperature of st.:::mer tempera. ure 0 '- u. - -

2~~:_ and maximum winter tewperat~~e of 21-C a~j minimum winter 

Tr-ipura is located in the north eastern Dart of the country 

w::h dense forest. the relative humidity is generally moderate 

t~:ough out the year. 

Scil 

The state .1::; Hld..1ldy rich in the follo-.·ling two types of soi Is 

1. Alluvial or' Indo-Gangetic soil 

2. Red and yellow soil 

The soils of Tripura have developed under the influence of 

forest vegetation and high rainfall acting on sand stone or 

sh~le. conditioned by undulatina_ topoa_raphv .. The soils are mostly 

s~~dy loam in texture. Structures are granular to subangular 

bl~cky. The soils are mostly acidic. pH varying from 4.0 to 6.0. 

Organic matter content is low. Kaolinite and Tlite are the 

dominant clay minerals. cation exchange capacity (CEC) cohesion. 

ex-;;.:lnsion and plasticity a.re verY low. The moisture retention 

ct~dcity 1S also very less. Activity of Fe and Al ions are quite 

h:;h due to low PH. 
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Low land soils are charactersied by high degree of 

aggregation. high clay content. organic matters and free ions. 

LAND UTILIZATION 

The land utilization pattern in ':.~e state gives a ,·..-ide 

picture of land use. scope to understan~ the potentialities of 

the area and nature of the econorr:y. Her:.:e the land utilization 

particulars are presented in the Table 3.~ . From the data it is 

revelled that the gross sown area was 4.16.000 ha. which 

constitutes 39.70 percent of the total geographical area of the 

state. 

Table 3.2 

Land Utilization pattren of Tripura 83-84 (*) 

S1. 
No. Categories Area ( in ha. ) 

Percentage to tota 
geographical are 

1. Geographical area 10.47.700 

2. Reported area for land utilization 10.47.700 

3. Forest Area 5.69.000 

4. Area not available for cultivation 

5. 

6. 

7. 

a. Area under non aaricultural use. 
b. Barren and unculturable land. 

Other uncultivated land excluding 
following land: 

a. Permanent Pasture and arazina land 
b. Land under misseleneious tre~ croos 

and groves not included in net ar~a 

Culturable waste land 

Fallow land: 
a. Current fallow 
b. Other fallow 

8. Net sown area 

9. Gross cropped area 

1.28.600 

89.900 

2.200 

4.700 
1.800 

2.51.500 

4.16.000 

100.00 

100.00 

54.31 

12.27 

8.58 

0.21 

0'.45 
0.17 

24.00 

39.70 

* Stastics of land use in Tripura 1983-84.A guide to Tripura Agriculture 
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The net sown area during the year 1983-84 was 24 percent as 

against 39.70 percent of gross cropped area. The state has a 

forest area of about 54.31 percent of total geographical area. 

IR.~IGATION 

The state agri cu 1 ture is ::.:.11 Y Ge?endent on r~ inf a 11. In 

addition to that there are t~: ni:~)hers of minor irrigation 

projects. lift irrigation and f:~ter poins. some dug wells and 

few numbers of other irrigation so~rces like tanks. cross bonds 

to cater irrigation need of the fa~ing community. 

CROPPING PATTERN 

As regards to the croppin£ pattern of the state relevant 

data revealed that the food dominate the cropping pattern of the 

state. The principal crops of the state are paddy. sucrar cane. 

oil seeds. jute and vegetables. Among different vegetables potato 

is the most important crop. after that Ridgegourd. Bringal. 

Vindi. Chilli. Spine gourd and other winter vegetables are also 

grown through out the state. 

Table 3.3 

Productivity of different crops of the state at a glance 1992-93(*) 

Crop 

Jhum (Rice) 

Ails 

Aman 

Boro 

Maize 

Productivity ( Kg.fha. 

548 

1667 

1968 

1837 

611 
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Sesamum 379 

Chilli (dried) 547 

Jute 8.50 bells 
(1 bell = 180 ~g.) 

Table 3.4 

Area and Production of major horticultural crops (93-94) ( * * ) 

Crop Area ( ha. Production (M.T.l 

Potato 3.200 60.000 

Vegetable (Kharif) 12.900 37.52.000 

Vegatble (Rabi) 14.700 165.23.000 

Table 3.5 

Family and Population distribution of research area. (* * *) 

Name of the 
Gaon Sabha 

Sardukarkari 

North Gokul 

South Gokul 

Rupachara 

Khasiamangal 

Family Population 

SC ST Other Total SC ST iOtherlTot.al 

55 446 23 524 289 2900 213 3402 

Nagar 09 528 167 704 43 2618 466 13427 

Nagar I - 503 45 548 I - 12450 1 240 12701 1 
65 101 79 I 325 323 1 900 1 400 11623 i 
08 208 139 355 1 52 11139 1 782 11973 I 

Table 3.6 

Percentage Distribution of SC and ST population 
to the Total population [* * * *J 

Name of Percentage of II Percentage of Total SC ITotal ST , Total 
the block SC populationjST population pOPulation!POPulation{poPulation 

I 
TELIAMURAI 

I 

19.52 
I 
I 
I 

50.05 26.522 68.()04 , 1.35.876 

I 
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Table 3.7 

Percentage of workers ( Block at a glance) ( * * * * *) 

i i i 

Name of the I Percentage ofl Main Marginal ITotal 
block workers workers workers 'Population , , 

TELIAMURA 31.96 40.075 I 3:352 
\ 

1.35.876 , 
I I 

Table 3.8 

TELIAMURA BLOCK AT A GLANCE 

Particulars 

1. Total Geographical Area 

2. Forest Area 

3. Distance of the block district 
head quarter 

4. Total Population 

5. 

(i) S.C population 
(iil S.T population 
(iiil Others population 

No. of Gaon Sabha 

6 . Number of cooperative Bank 

7. Number of nationalised 

8. Number of Cooperative 

9 . Regional Rural Bank 

10. Total cultivated area 
(a) High land 
(b) Mp.oillm land 
(e) Low land 

Bank 

society 

11. Total nlmWer of farm families 

LL Total fllUilber of Be farm fami 1 ies 

Information 

68.634 ha. 

47.560 ha. 

45 Km. 

1.44.738 nos. 
28.200 
70.197 
46.341 

49 nos. 

1 no. 

5 nos. 

7 nos. 

2 nos. 

14.747 ha. 
10.323 ha. 
1.022 ha. 
3.402 ha. 

31.657 

5.599 

* 
** 
*** 
**** 
***** 

Deot. of Ac:=-icultural statistics. Govt. of Tripur3, 
Ho~ticultu;al information. Dept. of Horticulture S Soil conser 
Block office. Panchyat records. 

"t t 1991 natl'onal Informatic Centre. Primary census aDS ruc . . , 
Primary census at-Etruct. 1991, natlonal Informatic Centre. 
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13. Total number of ST farm families 9.497 

14. Total number of 

15. Total number of 

16. Communication 
( a ) P.W.D. Road 
(b) P.S. Road 
( c ) C.P. Road 

V.A.W. circles 

A.O. circles 

(in KIn. ) 
(in KIn. ) 
(in KIn. ) 

49 nos. 

4 nos. 

78 KTIl. 
150 KID. 

48 Km. 

17. Number of Educationa~ Instituti~ns 
(a) College 

Ni 1 
20 nos. 
14 nos. 
33 nos. 

Cb) High School-
(c) M.E. School 
Cd) Primary School 

18. Literacy 
(a) Number 
(b) Percentage 

19. Number of Agril. Worker 

20. Major crop groWTI_ 
(a) Rabi 

(b) Kharif 

21. Cropping Intensity 

(a) Kharif 

(b) Rabi 

(c) Percentage 

SAMPLING TECHNIOUE 

99.112 
68.47 

59.474 

Paddy_ Wheat.Winter vecretables. 
Oil seeds. Dulses etc -- -

Paddy. Jute. Mesta. Oil seeds 
~ulses. Summer vegetables. 

9.432 ha. 

10.378 ha. 

134.33 

West Tripura d~~Ll"ict of Tripura state was purposively 

selected for the study as there is highest concentration of 

tribal population in the district. Teliamura block was also 

selected ouroosivelv .. . for the study as it was 11av' lng maximum 

percentage of tribal population in c0mparision to other fivp 
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block o lOn t~l~ ~l'otY'l'~t Rt~a.tified two stao_B random s-mpl]-.-oa '""' It;;' '..L...;~ ~_.~.. .11 _ 

method was adopted for selecting the ultimate respondents. ~ 

list of Gaon Sabha's having concentration of tribal populatic~ 

was prepeared taking the census data from the block office. There 

were in total 49 gaon Sabha's in the block from which five gac~ 

Sabha's namely Sardukarkari. North GokulNagar. South Gokul Nagar. 

Rupacherra. Khasiamangal were selected at random as primarJ 

sample. All the tribal house holds of the Gaon Sabha's were 

listed along with their subrtibe naming and with the size of t~e 

operational holding in case of cultivators. 

From this list of different subtribes ten percent of t~7 

respondents are selected randomly. Thus in all sixty nlr.e 

respondents comprising of 30 from Tripuri community. 13 fr~~ 

Jamatia community. 14 from Halam .:--:.mmunity and 12 from Ria:"'_:: 

community were selected. 

STASTICAL LAYOUT & DESIGN 

Cal Location of the st~dy - Teliam~~a block 

(b) DeSign - Stratified two stage random sampling. 

(c) N\.mwer of primary samp 1 e se 1 act ed at random - five. 

(dl Number of strata - four 

(e) Number of respondents of each stratum - ten percent 

(f) Total nwnber of respondents covered in the study sixty :1inE 

PREPEHATION of OUE2TIONARIES anj SCHE:'l'LES 

The questionaries and schedules w~re ~ prepeared accorrtinJ -, 
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the objectives laid down in the introductory chapter of this 

study. these were pretested with some residents of the same 

l~~ality and were modified as required. 

~'-'lHOD of INVESTIGATION 

The general information regarding the sample areas were 

collected from secondary sources. such as block office. panchayat 

o:fice. VAW centres and census report etc. but all other 

informations were obtained from the respondents. by visitina 

homes and fields of the indivisual respondents. 

A family or house hold was adopted as the unit of 

investigation in this study. The head of the house hold was 

interviewed in two to three sittings during their leisure period. 

Cross examination and varification with the data available from 

other sources were felt necessary since the rural house holds do 

not generally maintain any record and we had to depend solely on 

their memory.The data pertained to the agricultural year 1993-94. 

ANALYTICAL PROCEDURE USED 

Estimation of assets 

The value of assets was estimated without taking land under 

consideration. as many of the sample house holds have acquired 

ga'./t . land for farming practices. The other major factor. which 

include livestock. dwellings. implements and other equipments. were 
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assessed. The value of the livestock w~s evaluated on the b~sjs of 

its market price. which means that the price which farmers was 

willing to pay for similar livestock taken as its value. The 

dwelling were evaluated at market price prevailing at the time 

of enquIry. The :.:!.rm equipmer:ts were evaluted ~t cost ffilnus 

depreciation charges. On the baSe of these estimat~v~ pro~edllre. 

per house hold value of assets were worked out for different 

categories of sample tribal house holds. 

ESTI~~TION OF HOUSE HOLD INCOME ~~ DISPOSABLE INCO~ 

In the present study. House hold income is obtained by 

anning all the incomes from Farm. non farm sources. Farm income 

included value of crops and live stock products. sale of fal1TI 

assets. recipts of Land rent. custom hire service. wage etc. Non 

farm income consisted of the amounts recieved from services.non 

farm employment resorces. Sale of non agricultural assets. gjfts. 

wages. forest collections etc. 

The disposable income was compiled by deducting non-tax 

liabilities from the gross annual income. 

ESTIMATION OF CONSUMPTION EXPENDITURE 

The sum of expenditure on all food items and non food items 

durincr_ the reference perl·od l·S taken a th t 
s e otal consumotion 

expenditure. Food items cover 

other cereals. 
expenditure on rice. wheet. all 

pulses. milk and milk products. 
sugar .gllr. 



- 53 -

vegetables & fruits. meat & fish. dry fish. eggs. oils. spicies. 

pan. (;igarettes. beverages. intoxicants etc .. The non food items 

include fuel & 1 ~ crh t ]' n M" tJ. T. l ...... ~ ~ "-'.- e 1- e :-"., t . 
'- _I~. '" - clothing. edllcution. 

conveyance services. :=ntertainment & social 

\."":e!-emc:1ies. litigation and other miscellaneous items. 

T • 
... - a house hold has consumed d~ing the reference period. 

some quantity of items such as food grains produced by the house 

hold or received by house holds in kind. that quantity is valued 

at the prevailing price and if some quantity is purchased for 

consumption in the market than that ~uantity consumed is valued 

at the prevailing return price which the house hold has paid. 

LEVEL AND CONCENTRATION OF INCOME 

The pattern of distribution of personal income that have 

been proposed in the economic literatures can be measured by 

various mesures of inequalities. They are :-

a) Range. 

b) Measure of skewness. 

c) Relative mean deviation. 

d) Variance. 

e) Co-efficient of variation. 

f) Gini Co-efficient. 

In present study. inequalities of income during the perjod 

were mesuared in terms of the Gini co-effiCient and compllred 
with the LORENZ CURVE obtained for the distribution of jnrome 
o.[[lf)ng n;ra 1 tribal house holds. 
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Gini Coefficient 

It is defined as the area betwee~ the LORENZ CURVE and t~e 

~iagc~3l to the total are~ under the d~gonal. It is an inc~easi~; 
the distributjC'~ 

:-..mc-: i on of inequal ity ~nd eauals to Zero ,·::hen 

:5 pe~fectly equal. 

'3 = 1 + ( n + 1 - i ) Y-j. 

'-'"":1ere G = Gini co-efficient of the (income) distribution 
of all house holds. 

n = Population Size. 

Z = Mean income 

y~ = Income from the ith person 

Gini coefficient is more opaque since it measures the 

distance between.the diagonal and the LORENZ CURVE. 

Unlike LORENZ CURVE comparisions. the Gini coeffeicient 

comparisions are always conclusive since one real number must be 

greater than. equal to or less than another. 

~~rgi~al Propensity to Consume 

Jo{arginal propensities to consume and save measure the 

relationship between income. consumption and saving. The marginal 

to consume measure the incremental change in 

c')nsu::-.ption as a resul t of a given increment in income. Tn ()th~r 
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words. the marginal propensity to consume (HPC) is the ratio of 

change in consumption to the change in income. Thus Hhere C' 

stands for ~ -consumpL:on a;1::l y for income. 

.6 C 
MPC = 

.6 y 

/\ C = Is the. incre~ental changes in consumption. 

1\ y = Is the incremental changes in income. 

The relationship between consumption and disposable income 

was estimated by linear consumption function based on Ke)TIesian 

hypothesis. The specific linear relationship used was : 

Where 

C = a + by 

C = Total Consumption per house hold (in rupees) 

b = Marcrinal orooensitv to consume - - - -
y = Total disposable income per house hold (in rupees) 

a = Intercept i.e. Level of consumption at zero level 
of disposable income 

Employment Function 

In order to make a quantitative estimation of the relative 

factors influencing employment generation. the functional 

analysis was carried out. Linear function was used for t.he 

regression analysis. The equation developed for the present 

analysis was as follows: 



- ~o -

Y = Total annual family employment (in mandays) 

X~ = Fal~ size (in hact~res) 

X2 = Intensity of Cropping 

X~ = Non :~rm income 

F.(luc~tion dummy v~ri~ble ) 

'a' = constant 

The a.bove analysis was carried out for Tripuri. J~matja. 

Riang and Halam communities of house holds separately. Zero orde:

correlation matrics were worked out to test multicollinearity. 

Results of the regression analysis are presented and discussed in 

the respective chapter. 
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CHA?TE.:q I\, 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

The chapter "Rest:.lts and Discussion" :'as been divided into 

th~ stud'.' ~overi~_~ various as. Deets 2~ two parts. The fi~iings of ~ • -

and assets t ~'-ncr .~_~~_tel.-~ .... avel-~ge >:.!lU i::ven O!-y. c1'o;,:-, _. _ - - u. 

of major crops. live stocks. emplo~~ent ;~ttern etc. have bee~ 

included in the :irst part. The inCC:::l8. cc::sumption. employmer:t 

and savings of ~he tribal household have heen eXilmined in the 

~econd pdrt. 

PART - I 

General Characters:ies of the Tribal households 

TI1e factor included in this part are community wise 

classification. occupation. family conswnpt.ion and the level of 

education in the respondant's family which exert considerahle 

influence on their socio economic condition and conseauentlv on . -
their income. consumption. employment and savings. 

Community wise distribution of tribal (sample) household. 

Community wise distribution of samp.le tri.bal house holds is 

given in the Table No.1. The majority of tribal households 

belongs to Tripuri community (43.48 percent) followed by Halam 

(20.29 percent). Jamatia (18.84 oercent). Riang (17.39 percent). 
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Table - 1. 

DEMOGRAPHI C FE.~ TURE 0: SAMPLE HOU5E.."lOLDS 
i i i 

2ate;ory of IN umber ofIDi5trib~~ion of Populatior. IAveraGe size 
~vuseholds Householdl i i I -.... ~ family v .. 

I I !vIa 1 e I Female I T0tal I Household 
I I I I I 

BIPURI 30 I 84 I 77 I 151 I 5.36 
(43.48) \(52.17) 1 (47.83) 1(100.0011 

I I I 
RIANG 12 1 50 I 43 1 93 1 7.75 

(17.39) I (53.76) I (46.24) \(100.00)1 
1 I I I 

JAMATIA 13 I 38 I 33 I 71 I 5.46 
(18.84) 1(53.52) 1 (46.48) I ( 100.00) , 

I I 
HALAM 14 I 53 1 50 I 103 1 7.35 

(20.29) 1(51.46) I (48.54) 1(100.00)\ 

1 1 
TOTAL 69 225 I 203 428 I 6.20 

(100.00) I C 52.57) I (47.43) (100.00)1 

Figures in parenthesis indicate the percentage to the total. 
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~ong the tribals the parcentage of male population was reported 

l:ttle bit higher than the percentage of fewale population in all 

t~~ communities. Taking the \;~ole tribal s~ple houseolds in to 

c.:-:.sideration. the male. fe~ale ration '"as 52.57: 47.43. Tne 

a"'~rage size of the tribal fami ly was ~·eport.ej as 6.20. The 

l.:.;-gest f a...~i 1 y .3: ze ... -as reported for Reang (7.75) f v 11 owed by 

h.:.lam. Jamatia and Tripill-i with 7.35. 5.46 and 5.36. 

re.spectively. 

F~ily composition of the sample household 

The details of the family members of the sample households 

and percentage of working family members ~ith average number of 

acult male. female and children to their respective population 

have been presented in Table No - 2. 

The average numbers of adult male per family was highest in 

Riangs(3.08 nos. per family) followed by Halams(3.07 nos. per 

family). Tripuri(1.96 nos. per family) and Jamatia(1.69 nos. per 

family). The percenatge of working male is highest in Halam 

community (90.73 percent) followed by Riangs(86.58 percent). 

Jamatia(86.39 perecnt) and Tripuri(85.03 percent) communities. 

The average numbers of adult female was highest in case of 

Halam community(2.85 nos. per family) followed by Riang(2.58 nos. 

pe~ family). Tripuri(2.58 nos. per family) and Jamatia(1.38 nos. 

per family) community. The percentage of working female per 

f~nily was highest in Tripuri community(94.41 percent) followed 
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Table - '"l ... 

FAMILY COMPOSITION MTD THE PERCENTAGE OF \\"2~KIK2 FA...~iILY MDm:s::s 
TO THEIR RESPECTIVE POPULA~:ON 

i I I 

PATICULARS I TRIFURI REA..~GS I JAK~~IA I HALA..v.5 

AVE.~GE FAMILY 1 5.36 7.75 I 5.~6 I 7.35 
SIZE NO. 1 I , 

1 1 
AVm-a.GE NO. OF I I I 
ADtJT~ T MALE I 1. 96 3.08 I 1.69 I 3.07 

I I 
PERCENTAGE OF I I 
vlORKING MALE 85.03 86.58 I 86.39 I 90.73 

I , 
AVEP~GE NO. OF I 

\ ADULT FEMALE 1. 73 2.58 I 1. 38 2.85 
I I 

PERCENTAGE OF 1 , 
WORKING FEMALE 94.41 80.74 I 83.61 I 90.22 

I , 
AVERAGE NO. OF I I 
CHILDREN 1.66 2.88 

, 
2.58 

, 
1.42 

I 
\ PERCENTAGE OF t 

WORKING CHILDREN 28.11 40.61 I 45.21 I 75.45 
I I 
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by Halam(90.22 perce~t). Ja=atia(S3.61 percent) and Riang(SO.74 

percent) community. 

The average m--;"'er 0: chi ldren per faJ:1} ~y was l::ighest In 

case of Riang com.·m.l~--::ity(2.S:3 nos. per family) followed by 

JaI::.3.tia(2.58 nos. per Iarnily;. Tripuri(1.66 nos. per f~"TIily) and 

Halam(1.42 nos. per f~ily) ccmmunity. The perce~tage of working 

children was highest in Hal~ community(75.45 percent) followed 

by Jamatia(45.21 perce~t). Ria~g(40.61 percent) and Tripuri(2S.11 

percent) communities. The ~able indicated higher percentage of 

fe~ale workers in all the tribal communities. which further 

revealed the central position of tribal females ln their 

household. 

EDUCATIONAL STATUS 

The analysis of the highest level of educ~tion ~mong the 

frumilv members OF the selected tribals house hold has been given 

in the Table no. 3. The level of illiteracy was found to be 59.81 

percent. the maximum number of illiterate were in Halam community 

(63.11 percent) followed by Tripuri. Reang and Jamatia with 

60.25. 59.14 and 54.93 percent. respectively. 

Among the illiterates female illiteracy is higher i.e. 

57.42 percent of the total illiterate mass. The total literacy 

percentage among the tribals was 40.19 percent and no great 

variation indicated in the literacy level of male popUlation of 

diff~rent tribal communities in the selected flou3eflold3. 



TablFJ - 3 

LITERAry AMONG SAMPLE HOUSE HOLDS -_. 
E IJ () C A T ION L £ VEL TOTAL LITERATES TOTAL ILLlTf:RATP,8 I Tlmr, prpur Hl'~11 

CATEGORY OFI P RIM A R Y ) /·IIDDLE ) SECONDARY ) ! \ 
HOUSEHOLDS I I 

MALE ~ FEMALE ) TOTAL ) MALE ) fEMALE 'I TOTH' MALE) FEMHE , TOn.L MALE FEMALE TOTAL MALE FEMUE TOTAL WIt' \t't'~1l1t' \ T~'1'll ;.1", I, 'I i I L.r,:.. ,I. j (, I ~ 

\ 25 \ 15 'I 40 " 12 \ 6 \ 18 'I 6 \ - ! 6 \ 43 'I 21 \ 64 41 56 \ 97 \ 8 '; \ 77 \ 1 fi i 

TRIPURl 

R T ~,NG 

JAMATIA 

HhUM 

rr30.061Ir23.11)lrf)2,5o)1118,7CJlII~,]7) 1128.12)119,37) /19.37) '157.19dr32.81\' rl0QI Ir42.271lr57.731 rIOO) /152,171/(,1'1 Cl1/11(1n :10! 

I 1 I - 1 I , I \ \ 139.751\ \ '60.25) \ \ \ 
12 I 10 I 22 ! 7 ! 3 I 10 , 5 6 25 13 3s 25 30 '~5 'I 5n I ~ 1 I' 01 

1131.581J126.37.)I('J7~()I/IJfJ 1~11f7 Wll l,n 17.11'1~7q) (15,7Ql IS5,7Ql (34.211 ',100) '45.~5) (54,'i51 (l On ))m 7~) II' '1\l'1~r", 
r I r . ( ( r I 140 , n 61 I ~ () , 1·1\ I I 
I 12 1 8 I 20 " 4 'I L I 6 I 5 1 6 21 11 -3f - 17 ~ ~ . 39 "\ "19 1 ~ \ 11 
((37.5) f(25.00liI62.50lir12.51 i' '6.25)"(18.75l1"15.62li(3.121 1"18.75)1'165.631 (34.37) (100) (43.59)1156.41d (100) 1(~1 ~1dr1s .10dI1l'~ :,n1 

1 \ '( '\ '\ ( '! ~ I 145.07) jlr;4,Q1 1) ') \ 
10 I ~ f }I) 1 ./ 1 4 f J I f 1/}1 1 11 27 11 .')R ~ n 3 Q 6 ~ ) 1 ~~) I I r 1 

1
(26.3111115.791'lr.12,11)}(18.421If10.52)1128,95)lf2C .31)1(2,63) 128.95) (71.05) 128.951 1100) r40.001160.00) 11001 \f51.46)\(R~:'\i1:~~ '" 

( I I I f I' I f 136.891 163.1111 I' I , , '. '. ~ \ \ \ ---- \ 

I 59 I 39 I 98 r 10 I 15 I 45 I 27 1 2 i 29 Till-Is!' 172 I 109 I 147 I m 7~~ i 'n' r-::;;--
1(34.30)h22.671'I(SC.9811f17.44)'1I8,721 '/(26.16)h15.70)111.161 \116.85)1157.44)\(32.561 1100) \142.58)L57.42)\ (100) 1'i2}?1I,P P1\~li~" ')"1 

I I I I I I I \ (40.1g\ . (59.~1\ I I 
, I , , " I _. L __ _ 

TOTAL 

Fiaures in the [J':lr(c:nU"j::;I~; Indicat.e percFJnta<::re to the totC'll. 
Underlined fi~uru:; indl(·o\tl) [)(,r'(O(Hild0" \If litl!ri~cy to th8 totnl poo1l1ilti()n, 

(T' 
t,,, ~ 
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The no. of family members having educational status of 

pric3ry level Has 62.5 percent fo::.- Tripuri. and Jamatia follm{ed 

by Reang and Halam with 57.90 a~i 42.11 percent. respectively. 

The::.-e has been cons i derab 1 e .:iecl-e.::..se in the pe::.-;::entage of mi c.:: 1 e 

and seco~dary education in case c~ the family members of all the 

CO~'..lnlt::.es. This might be att:':buted to the fact that there 

exis~s a large scale dropout of .students in different level of 

higher ed~cation. 

The H.:ll"->-n cornmuni ty emerge":' as the lliOSt educa tiona 11 y 

backward community with 36.89 percent of the literate population 

and Jamatia community was the most :orward community as re~ard to 

education with 45.07 oercent litera~e oeoole. . . . 

ECON0!11 C Sf A TUS 

A particular depicting economic status of the tribal house 

holds are presented in Table No.4. 

Of all the tribals. the Halarns and Tripuries are too much 

hard working· communities engaged in some economic pursuits 

through out the year to eke out their livelihood level through 

SUpplementing their subsistence economy. 

TIle contents in the table revealed that 72.66 percent of 

the total tribal population were found to be earners while 27.37 

percent of them were dependents. 

OCCUPATIONAL DISTRIBUTION 

TIlOugh man and women equ~:ly share t.he hurden of the 
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Table - 4. 

ECONOHIC STATUS OF SAMPLE HOUS~~~LDS 
, i , i 

I , \ 1 EAm~EHS 
CATEGORIES OFI POPULATION I EA.llliERS I DEPE.~:)ENTS I F~~ 

HOUSEHOLDS I , , I FA.'1ILY 
I I I I 

TP.IPURI I 161 I 113 I 48 
, 

3.36 
I (100.00) I (70.19) I (29.81) I , , I I 

RIANG I 93 I 64 I 29 I 5.33 
I (100.00) , (68.82) , (31.18) \ 
I I I I 

JAl"1ATIA I 71 I 44 , 
27 , 3.38 

I (100.00) I (61.97) I (38.03) I , , , , 
HALAM I 103 I 90 I 13 I 6.42 

I (100.00) 
1 

(87.38) \ (12.62) , 
I I I 
I 428 \ 311 117 

, 
TOTAL (100.00) I (72.66) (27.37) I 

Figures in parenthesis indicate the percentage to the toto. 1 . 
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family. the adult female was found to be the prin~~pal earner In 

the family in case of all the tribal c~~lluni~ies. In tribal 

econo~y. the n1ain activities is ;royiding job 

oppertunities to the ... ·c:: ... k fOice are mair:ly if: :11e s;-heres of 

agriculture. forestry. ..::ottage industries a~d r:=~ agri..::ultural 

activities. Among the nc:: ag:::-::.:ultural acti\·::tie:::- · .... ·age labour in 

road laying and constr~ctior: activities cc~stit~~ted i~portant 

source of Income for t~::~al households.Forestry :=.=tivit:'es also 

contributed in considerable proportions to the economy of the 

households. In the present analysis of occupationa: patte~n. main 

occupation was taken as tl1at which contributed max:'::lUIn income in 

rela.tion to the other occupation taken up the sample 

households. The occupational distribution of the sa=ple household 

is presented in Table No.5. 

As could be seen from the Table No.4. 45.46 percent of 

Jamatia community followed by Halam. Riang and Tripuri 43.43. 

32.81 and 30.98 percent respectively had reported agriculture as 

their main occupation. while 28.12. 27.27. 23.33 and 20.35 

percent of the Riang. Jamatia. Halam and Tripuri respectively 

had reorted agricultural labour work in others field. which was 

their main occupation of earning. The other main occupation on 

which the tribal households of west Tripura district mostly 

depend Here forestry and non agrucultural labour wo:;k. 



TABLE No - 5. 

-----,;---- - --- ------ - ----------------------
I CAEGOR:~3 OF HOLrSE HC~I)S 
I 
I TRIPURI ~Ti\NG i . .."!l\MATI:\ EALAM 

NAME ::? THE I iii I 1 I i 
OCCUF.~ TION Il\TUMEE..~ I PERCE~ll Nillffi-=-q I P§:~vr I NU~iBER I P:::2CE.."~ I ?.n.TI\ffiS I PERCEl;f 
-----+i----+- - -"- -- l-- I I I I I 
l\GRl(,,"'::~TURE I 35 I 30.98 I 21 I 3=.81 I 20 I 45.46 I 39 I 4:1. ,3·1 

! I I I I I I I 
'AGRIL-LABOURI 23 I 20.35 18 I 28.12 I 12 I 27.27 I /,1 I 23.3~ 

I I I I I I 
NON-AGRIL I 29 25.66 -8 f 12.5 I - I I 7 I 7.78 
L~BOUR I I 'I I I I 

FOREffi1lY I 12 110.621 12 118.751 9 17.0.451 19 121.11 
I I I I I I I 

~~~~~~~~. t 6 --I- 5.31 I 2 I 3.t3 I 2 I 4.55 I t I 1.11 
I I I I I J I I I 4 J 3 . 54 t- 2 I 3. 13 I I '1 I 1. • 11 

I 4 I 3.54 I 1 I 1.56 I 1 I 2.27 I 2 I 2.22 
, t I I I I I I 

I ]13 I 100 I 64 I 100· I· 4< I 100 I 90 I 100 

BUSINESS 

OTHERS 

TOTl\L 
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TABLE No. - 6 

: DIS~IBUTIC; OF ~~~PLE HOUSEHOLDS AS PER Cl~TIVATION PRACTIC~~ 
i i i i i i i i 

{ HOUS:::::~D {HO:=::::::LDS {HO~iS:EOLDS {HOUSEHOLDS IB2~lSEHOLDS IE:'I:3EHOLDS iE~t!SEHCLDS I 
';OIoonnrr , OX:~ \BJ.t:!: ONLy\a~VIX3 ONLY}HAVING ONLY\~~YING ONLY\E!lING BOTE\EAVING BOTH \ 

{ ENGJ.2!J ITIL:! LAND ITILL! LAND LUNGA LAND ILt~~A LAND I TYPES OF i TYPES OF 1 rDTAL 
, IN J:."! 'i~ JiM!' WITHOUT 'WITH JlIUX , YlTHOUT , Lt'1D WITH hAND WITHOUT\ 
CULTInr:ON UD Jln;,~ LAND LAND ,rnux LAND i JRUl! i JH~ 1 

I TRIPURI i , i ~ 2 2 i 1 13 i 4 1 30 't 

\ 113.3;1 \ m-.571 16.67l 16.67l \ \ 143.331 \ 113.331 \ 1100.00' 

~ 
\125:"1 

i i ( f 
I RUNG 5 1 \ \ 3 \ 12 

i 141.671 18.331 f f 1 125.001 f 1100.00) 
\ 

\ ml"l 

\ \ \ \ 
I JAMATH i 2 i 3 f 1 i 4 { 1 i 13 

\ f1S.:>:l l (23.0Bl , (7.691 , 130.7Bl \ 17.69) '{lOO.OOl 

~ i 1 I ~ HAUX 1 
, 

1 2 \ \ , 
10 14 

i 17.W f (7.!4l 114.291 f f I (71.431 f 1100.00) 

I TOTAL i 12 11 5 5 i f f 1S 69 I 

I' 117.391 C15.!-41 I} .25l f7.25l 126.0Sl 1100.001 

Figures is paranthesis indicate the percentage to the total. 
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Agricultural Activities 

The tribal economy in general. ::'5 preio::linantly agro-forest 

based and as st.!ch. the triba 1 s of "'·est -:-:-i pura di stri ct are no 

exception to it. As is evident from ~he f:~iings agric~lture ~nd 

agricultural labourer was the main stay in :te study area inspite 

of their communi ty classes. Land is ~"1 important source for 

raising food and commercial crops for sust~:nence irrespective of 

their fertility. Various types of lands are used for cultivation 

by the tribals. Due to heavy pressure of immigrants on plain 

lands and transfer of fertile land from the tribals to non tribal 

farmers. the tribals in the districts have ~een forced to take up 

jhum cultivation in the high hills. 

Jhuming is a system of cultivation which represents the 

indegeneous form of agriculture. it is also known as shifting 

cultivation which involves cutting. clearing and burning of weed 

cover or even forest. growing of mixture of different crops. viz. 

caddy. maize. cotton. minets and vegetables etc. by adopting . . 
simple technology under rainfed condition a~d shifting to the new 

sites when soils get exhausted. 

Table No. 6 indicates distribution cf sample households as 

per cultivation practices. Out of the sixty nine tribal 

households selected in the study area 17.39 percent were engaged I 

purely in Jhum cultivation. Almost all t~;e tribal classes were 

engaged in Jhuming practices but vruth in :he tribal group Riana 

community was having highest percentage of households i.e. 41.67 
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Table No. - 7 

DISTRIBUTION OF LAND AMONG SAMPLE HOUSEHOLDS (in ha.) 

I TOTAL lAREA UNDER 
CATEGORIES I OPERATIONAL I IRRIGATION 

OF I AREA I 
HOUSEHOLD! (IN ha.) 1 

TRIPURI f I 0.28 

0.18 

I I POOLED J 1.28 , 0.23 

I PERCENTAGE 
I OF AREA 
'IRRIGATED 

1 
I 20.89 , 
1 17.51 

I 6.16 , 
I 15.25 
I 
I 18.27 , 

VARIETIES OF LAND OPERATED 

TILLA LANDfJHUM LANDI~UNGA 
, I I ~.~ND 
I 0.45 I I 
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Riang. Halam and Jamatia with 17.51. 15.25 and 6.16 percen~ 

respectively. This implies that most of the tribal households 

were dependent largely on rainfed agriculture in the study area. 

CROPPING PATTREN AND INTENSITY OF CROPPING 

As the data revaled. paddy is the most im_Dortant crop in 

the district. There were also other crops like millets. sesamum. 

mustard. maize. and vegetables grown by the sample tribal 

households in the area. It is observed from the Table N 8 o. . that 

the average cropping intensity in the area is only 125.38 

percent. There is no much variation in the cropping intensity 

among different tribal groups. The low'cropping intensity migr.: 

be due to lower percentage of area under irrigation and uneve~ 

topography of the hilly tracts. On an average paddy and mixec. 

paddy with willets occupy 75 percent of the gross cropped are~. 

Pure paddy occupy 54.43 percent followed by 20.25.11.40. 7.59. 

3.79 and 2.54 percent for mixed paddy with millets. vegetable~. 

mustard a~d sesamum respectively. 
:-here 1S no gre-=.: 

maize. 
variation awong different tribal households with regards t~ 

crcpping pattren. The findings cf the stuc-.-
of adoption 

established the overwhelming importance of paddy cultivatic:: 

followed by the sample households in the study area. 

Paddy is the stable food crop traditionally raised by th~ 

tribals in lunga lands and also on either side of the hil: 

streams utilising stream ,.;ater in case of Tilla land. It is al~.:

raised in the u;:irrigated tilla and lunga lands and jhums as ~ 
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TABLE No. - 8 

_ CROPPING PATTERN FOLLOWED BY SAMPLE HOUSEHOLDS (IN ha.) 

:A;n;G~O;R;'IE~S~J~G:R:O:S;S~Jr-----r,i :M~IX~E:D~i-----rI-----'f----~f~~-rI-------OF I I I I I I VEGE- I CROPPING 
CROPPED I PADDY I PADDY. SESAMUM MUSTARD MAIZE TA I . " 

iOUSEHOLD AREA' I JOWER.' I I BLES INTENSIIT MILLETS .1 (PERCENTAG 

lUANG 

JAMATIA 

, 1.66. 0.94 1 0.32 ,I 0.08 
1(100. 001 (56.62 1 (19. 281 ,(4.821 

, 1.69 0.88 0.44 I 0.04 
1(100.001 (52.0711(26.0411(2.37) , , , , 
, 1.43 I 0.68 I 0.32 I 0.08 I (100 . 00 1 I ( 47 . 55 1 1 (22 . 381 1 ( 5 . 591 

, 1 ~O 0 84 I 0.24 I 0.03 
1 ( 1 00 : 00 ) (56: 00) 1 (16'. 00 ) 1 ( 2 . 00 ) 

1 0.06 1 0.08 I 0.18 1 I (3.62) I (4. 811 1(10.851 I 
I 0.04 I 0.16' 0.13' 
1 (2.37)1 (9.47)1 (7.68)1 

I 0.11 I 0.12 1 0.12 I I (7.70){ (8.391 I (8.39) I 
I 0.03 I 0.16 I 0.20 / 
1 (2.00)1(10.67)1(13.33)1 

I 0.06 1 0.12 I 0.18 1 
I (3.791/ (7.591/(11.401' ( 1 58' 0.86 1 0.32 1 0.04, 

I ( 1 00 ~ 00) (54.43) I (20.25) I (2.54, 

Pig
U 

.... 
e 

l' n . . d' a~ e the cercentage to the tot::ll. 
• parent~eS1S In 1C ~ -

123.88 

123.36 

128.82 

127 . ~ 2 

125.28 



- 72 -

TABLE No. - 8 

CROPPING PAIIERN FOLLOWED BY S~~LE HOUSEHOLDS (IN ha.) 

;TEGORIES ',' 
OF 

~OUSEHOLD 

GROSS i 
CROPPED' 

AREA I PADDY 
i MIXED iii 
I PADDY.lsESAMUMIMUSTARDI 

i VEGE
MAIZE ITABLES 

I 

iCROPPING 
r JOWER. I I , 
1 MILLETS I I 

I INTENSITY 
I (PER CENTA c: 

TR I PUR I 1 . 6 6.' 0 . 94' 0 . 32 , o. 08 I 
((100.00), (56.62) (19.28) ((4.82) I 

RIANG r 1.69' 0.88 0.44 I 0.04 I 
1(100.00) 1(52.07)1(26.04)1(2.37) 1 , , , I I 

JAMATIA I 1 .43 I 0.68' O. 32 , O. 08 I 
~ ( 100.00) ( (47 . 55) , ( 22. 38) I ( 5. 59) I 

HALAM , 1 ~O, 0.84 r Q.24' 0.03 I 
1(100~OO)) (56.00)1(16.00)1(2.00) I 

POOLED I 1 .58 I 0 .86 I ~ O. 32 I 0.04) I 
((100.00) ( (54.43) ( (.;:0.25) ( (2.54 I 

.. "~e 
~igure in parent::esis indicate the percen ... -:::, 

I 

0.06 I 0.08 I 0.18 I 
(3.62) I (4.81) I (10.85) I 

I I I 
o . 04' O. 16 I 0.13 I 

(2.37) I (9.47) I (7.68) I 
I I I 

0.11 I 0.12 I 0.12 I 
(7 70) I (8.39) I (8.39) I 

. I I I 
0.03 I 0.16 I 0.20 I 

(2.00)1(10.57)1(13.33)1 

0.06 I 0.12 I 0.18 I 
(3.79)1 (7.59)1(11.40)1 

to the 

123.88 

123.36 

128.i?2 

125 .. '38 
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TABLE No. - 8 

CROPPING PATTERN FOLLOWED BY SAMPLE HOUSEHOLDS (IN ha.) 

jEGORIES I GROSS I I MIXED I I I i VEGE- I CROPPING 
OF I CROPPED I PADDY I PADDy.lsESAMUMIMUSTARDI MAIZE ITABLES IINTENSITY 
SEHOLD AREA' I JOWER. f , , i' .1' (PERCENTA 

; MILLETS I I i 
~IPURI , 1.66. 0.94 i 0.32 10.08 1 0.061 0.08 i 0.181123.88 

/(100.00) (56.62) (19.28)1(4.82) / (3.62)1/ (4.81)'(10.85)/ 
1 I 1 1 1 

ANG / 1.69 0.88 0.44/0.04 / 0.04 1 0.16/ 0.13' 123.36 
1(100.00)1(52.07)1(26.04)\(2.37) 1 (2.37)1 (9.47)\ (7.68)1 
/ I I 1 / 1 / / 

~'1ATIA 1 1.43 I 0.68 1 0.32 1 0.08 1 0.11 1 0.12 1 0.12 I 128.82 
1(100.00) 1 (47.55) / (22.38) / (5.59) / (7.70) 1 (8.39) f (8.39) / 
1 1 1 \ I I 1 I 

LAM I 1.50 I 0.84 I 0 .. 24 I 0.03 / 0.03 I 0.16/ 0.20 / 127.~2 
1(100.00)1(56.00)1(16.00)1(2.00) ,I (2.00)1(10.67)1(13.33)1 
I I I / / I 

DOLED I 1.58 1 0.861 0.32 I 0.04 1 0.061 0.121 0.181 125.?8 
1(100.00) I (54.43) I (20.25) I (2.54' I (3.79) I (7.59) I (11.40) I 

ure in parent~esis indicate the percent~ge to the tot~l. 
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mixed crop with millets. Some tribals have started growing 

vegetables and oil seed crops. where there is facility for 

irrigation. 

PER HECTARE COST AND RETURN ON CULTIVATION 

The details of expenditure on farm inputs are presented in 

Table No.9. The tribals subsides on crop for a substential part 

of the year raised on small amount of land using traditional 

agricultural method. However. they have recently adopted modern 

techniques like transplantation of crop for paddy in lunga lands 

by raising nurseries. by the sides of hill streams. Though more 

of organic manures are apllied for paddy crop. the chemical 

fertilizer is scarcely used for the crop. The table revealed that 

the average cost of cultivation per ha was Rs 1842.42 for Riang 

followed by Rs 1831.03 Rs 1754.83 Rs 1726.92 for Trjpuri. 

Jamatia and Halam Communities respectively. 

Farm Income 

It is evide~t from the table that the per ha. r.et incc~e 

earned by the ~ ... ~.~url· c~mmunl·t~· wa~_- hl'ahest Rs 25~3 - 'L_~ - ~ • _ : .69 followei 

by Rs 255:.1. Rs 2549.25. Rs 2:71.79 for Jamatia. Ealam ar.d 

Riang communities resDectivelv. - . There is no much difference in 

the net income of Tripuri. Jamatia and Halam communities. But the 

net income for Riang is lowest among all the tribal communities 

because of maximum area under Jhum cultivation. 

Forest Activities 

The entire tribal area is situated on eleVated 
hilly region 
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Table No. _. 9 

PER ha. COSTS AND RETURNS ON CULTIVATION 

ClTEGORIESi 
OF ) SEED 

HOUSEHOLD \ 
I' iii i HIRED I LAND I TOTlL j YJLDE I RET 

FERT. \ XlfJII \ PESTI - \ BULLOCI \ CASUAL REVENUE \ C05TS ) W \ PROFIT 
1 I CIDESI LABOUR I LABOUR & VAIT.R 1 OITP\1T )1 
) )) TURS ) ) 

l ! ! 

TRIPURI 250.64 497.59 !232.SP !30.50 \216.80 577.08 25 97. \1831.03 \4414.72 \2573.69 
1 1 I" 1 ( 1 
\ \ \ \ \ \ 

2IARG 1407.49 414.35 1135.£16 128.50 1211.20 1718.18 127.30 IJ8H.02 141:; SI in71.79 
\ \ \ \ \-\ \ \ \ 
I I I I I I I I I 

JiliTIl \265.87 423.96 \252.5[: \29.75 bt3.o0 )537.25 \32.50 \1754.83 \4~11i.93 \2552.1 
I I I I \ I I I I 

HILlJI /246.33)457.59 - )W. 5V )23.)5 )209.00 1517 . 75 )29.50 )1721.92) ~ 7";, 17 ))5~9. 25 
I \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ 
I I I I I I I I I I 



CATEGORIES 
OF 

HOUSEHOLD 

TRIPURI 

RIANG 

:JAMATIA 

-iHAUH -
- --, 

jTOTAL 
, 
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Table No. - 10 

PARTICIPATION IN FORF~Y 

PARTICIPATION IN FORESTRY (AMONG WOHKING MEMBERS) 

MALE FEMALE TOT1\L 

1 l 1 I 1 
NUMBER PERCENT NUMBER i PERCENT NUMBF.R i PRRCENT 

I 18 I 15.93 11 I 9.73 I 29 I 7.5.66 

I (23.68) 
t 

(22.92) I (23.58) 
I f 1 

I 14 I 21.87 12 I 18.75 I 26 I 40.62 
I (18.42) I (25.00) I I (21.13)1 

I I I I I 
16 36.36 6 I 13.63 I 22 I 50.00 

-I (21.05l I (12.50) I (17.88) 
. . - - ".-. - -~ --" .. - .- .. " .. ~ .. 0-._. I I 

I- -- C- 3~~~~)~ 
-- - - .. 

I I - 3L 11 - .. ----. 19-- - -- 21.11 47 52.2?-
(38.21)1 - - - (39. 58l - ~ ... 

... ~ , 

76 48 123 I 
(100-.00l-- CI00.00l (100. 001 1 

Figure _in paranthesis indicate the percentage to the total 
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interspersed by deep valleys and ravines. The hill slopes are 

usually covered with thick jungles. The jungles at the top of the 

hills are virgin while those on the slopes are regenerated 

because of incessant slash and burn cUltivation practised by the 

tribals. The th:.:k forest arround the villages were a veriable 

source of tubers. :-oots. leaves. and edible frui ts whi ch formed ~ 

part of the diet of the tribals_ The most importent forest 

product in Tripura is bamboo on which the dependance of tribals 

is enormous. The other minor forest produce like broom sticks. 

canes. medicinal bulbs. resins. flowers. and seed of Mohua. 

channa. etc. Inspite of contineous depletion of forest resources 

the tribals of the study area. continue to depend on forest 

mainly for collection of fuel wood. timber wood. bamboo and other 

minor forest produce. Table No. 10 presents the extent of peoples 

perticipation in forest activities. As can be seen from the 

table. 52.22 percent people of the Halam community followed by 

50.00. 40.62 and 25.66 percents people from Jamatia. Riancr and 

Tripuri communities respectively dependent upon forestry 
activities. As regards to male population 36 36 

- - . per cent of 
Jamatia 

community followed by Halan and Riang and Trio . 
. url with 

36.36. 21.87 and 15.23 per cent respictively of the total male 

popUlation dependent upon forestry As regards to female 21.11 per 

cent of Halan followed by 18.75. 13.63 and 9.73 of 
Jamatia. Riang 

and Tripuri corrmunities respectively engaged in on forest 
activities. This indicates the closeness 

and participation of the 
entire tribal community on the 

surrounding forest. 
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VALUE OF ASSETS 

The distribution of =ssets per ho~sehol~s for cifferent 

tribals communities is give:: in Table Nc. 11. It may be noted 

hey-e that while assesing .... --.=:. total value of ~ssets 0f sample 

ho~se hold. Land val~e was excluded fro~ the analysis. Though 

land is a prized possessio::. ~nd ow"1ed by all the sarr.~!e tribal 

ho~seholds and most of the la::~ is under shifting cultivation. no 

value could be fixed to the :and. T"1e settled irrigatec and non 

irrigated land have not yet fu:ly been surveyed and title to land 

is not settled in the na=2 of tribals. It was felt that any 

imaginary value assined to:t may not be rational. that is why 

value of land was not included in the assets structures. At the 

overall level the average value of assets was worked out to be Rs 

16664.04. The average value of assets for Tripuri communitv was 

reported to be highest with Rs 18055.6 followed by Rs 17246.7. Rs 

14861.2. Rs 14334.0 for Jacatia Riang and Halam communities 

respectively. With regards to the composition of assets. the 

pooled average indicates the live stock and residental houses 

constituted more than 80 per cent of the total value of asstes. 

and non Agril assets constitute 10.43 per cent and farm 

implements only 1.3 percent. 

Thus the assets structure of the samDlp. triba-l h h 
. ~ OUse olds 

reflection of their status which . 
Indicates the 

is true 

Superiority of Tripuri and Jamtia communi tv. OVer 
the others. It 

is also disheartening to report that the trib-l 
a s posses vary few 
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Table No. - 11 

~VERAGE V~LUE OF ASSETS OWNFn BY S~LE HOUSlliiOLDS EXCEPT ~Nn 

i 
, 

i 
i I 

C~TEGORIES I I DWELLING I F~RM I NON AGHIl.I TOTlIL 

OF I LIVESTOCK HOUSE I IMPLEMENTS I 1\SSETS I ASSETS 

HOUSEHOLD I I I I I 
I I , I 

TRIPURI I 4660.7 I 11000.00 I 266.10 
, 2128.8 I 18055.6 

I (25.81) (60.92) I ( 1.47) I (11. 79) (100) 

J 
I I I I 

RIANG 4167.4 I 9000.00 I 188.20 I 1505.6 
, 14861.7-

I (28.04) t (60.56) I (1.27) I (10.13) I (lOO) 

I I I I I 

JAMATIA I 3372.4 I 12500.00 t 152.7 J 122J .6 I 17246.7 

I (19.55) I (72.48) I (0.8) I ( 7.08) I (100) 

I I I I I 

I 3653.8 I ·-8900.00 I 197.8 I 1587..4 I 1'1334.0 

I (25.49) I (60.09) I Cl.381 I (11.04) , (100) 

I 
I I 

POOLED I 4127.38 10508.7 I 217.33 I 1738.6 t 16664.04 

I (24.771 C63.491 I (1 301-: . (10~43) I (100) 

- I I I 
. I I 

Figures in the paranthesiB indicate the percentage to the totlll 
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Table No. - 12 

}.VERAGE NUMBER OF LIVE STOCK OWNED BY 'DiE SlIMPJ.E HOUSEHOLDS 

-~-l-~-'~-'-~-E-S~i-D-R-A-IT-~-M-II-£-H-~i-·-p-o-m-.m-Y~i~p-J-G-~~~~-~-·1-~-1~:-
OF I ANIMAL ANIMAL I " {' (SHEEP. G01\T' 

HOUSlliJLD , ETC ) , 

-TR-I-P-UR-.h-I----l'~-0-.1-2--4--0-.-8-3-+' --3-.-8-6~'f---0-. 9-3-' J . 05 l--~~79 ._--

RIANG 

I JAMATIA 

HALAM 

I POOLED 

I f1.77) I f12.22) I f56.84) I f13.69) I f15.46) Ifl00.oo) 

I 0.40 II 0.83 I, 2.85 a . 75 , 1 .30 I 6. t 3 
I (6.53) (13.54) I (46.49) (12.23) J (21.20) l(lOO.OO) 

, 0 . 48 '-' 0.98 ,. 1. 98 0.97 I O. 76 '5. 17 
1(9.28), (18.95)' (38.29) (18.76), (14.70) ,(100.00) 

0.92 
(12.46) 

I (~:~~~ ... 
I 

1.28 
(17.34) 

2.91 
(39.431 

. 
. O. 94 . _ 3 . 1 3 

(14.57) I (48.53) 

1.23 
(J6.671 

"'", 0.96 
(14.88) 

I 1.04 I 7.~O 
I (14.091 1(100.00) 
, I 
I 1.03 I 6.45 
I ( 15 . 97 ) J ( 1. 00 . 0 ~.~. 

Fiou_ res in the pa.r. anthesis indicate the percentaqo' to tho ttl .n .a 
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agricultural implements resulting most traditional nature of 

agricultural practices followed by them. 

Live stock 

The data re 1 ating to n11l'~"--er of I...ive stocJ~ m.rned by the 

s~ple h0useholds are given in table no 12 . Live stock owned by 

the sample tribal households - 1 d • 3.::= u eo. draft animals. milch 

an'ima Is. sheep. goats. pig and po~lmy birds. As may be seen from 

the table that the pooled ave~age of the live stock for the 

tribal -~ 6 45 Thc_ co~~~nl-tv_ ~-Tl-se communl~y was .. .~ " 1 ive stock 

popUlation indicates the highest number of live stock ie 7.38 for 

Halam community followed by 6.79. 6.13 and 5.17 for Tripuri. 

Riang and Jamatia communities respectively. In the total live 

stock ouned by respondents. the number of poultry was maximum 

(48.53 percent) followed by sheeps and goats with 15.97 percent. 

pigs 14.88 percent. Milch animals 14.57 percent and draft animal 

6.05 percent. This indicates that all the tribal communities 

depends to a large extent on rearing poultry birds. sheep. goats. 

pigs and milch animal. 

Part - II 

In this section the income. consum_otion. employment 

pattern. and savings of the households have been examined in 

details. Household income influences investment in agriculture & 

allied activities and determines the level of employment and 
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add~tional income that could be ge~erated from the investment of 

available income. 

INC2Y!E F~O}! DIFFERENT ACTIVI':-:::S. 

Eo:.:sehold J.ncome cons:.i-:'ut2 income from fann and farm 

in==~e. Farm income includes i~cc=~ from crop production and live 

st~=k enterprises. Off fann i~come :~cludes wages. earnnings from 

b~s:ness and other sources. 

Income feom forestry incl~~2s collection and sale of fuel 

wo~::'. timber wood. and minor ::;rest produce. Table No. 13. 

presents the households incc~e 0: ~ifferent categories of sample 

hC~5eholds from different e~ono~i= activities. On analysing the 

ho~eholds income of different categories of tribes. it was found 

that the per household inco~e at the overall level ammounted to 

Rs 13386.78. While it was highest Rs 14.922.1 for Riang followed 

by Rs 13506.96. Rs 13196.83 and Rs 12278.49 for Halam. Tripuri 

and Jamatia communities respectively. Income recieved from 

agriculture and allied activities fromed 60.83 percent. while the 

income from non agricultural activities a~d forestry contributed 

23.47 and 15.73 percent of the total income respectively. Since 

the tribal economy of west· Tr:pura district is predominantly 

agriculture oriented. major income appear to accrue from 

cul tivation. TIle other income whi-::h contributad to the household 

eccnomy were the wage earnin;s by the tribals from the 

construction activities and salaries incase of employed tribals. 
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Table No. - 13 

AVER.!.::::: .~m.TL!AL INCOME OF TRIBAL ;!:1v s0~lrces) OF DIFF':::RF.NT :OMMUNTTTES. 

---::: .... -", :--~-:.. 1-' c-u-' l-a-r-s-----,;..---T-R-I-P-l-]R-r-. ""i--R-r-A-N-~-T"I-.-l A-?--iA-T-T-A-'i~ r;ll-, L.-P-.f -. T~~;)~~~~'~' .... 

1. In~ome from 
Ag:-i=ulture 

2. In :OIT;e from 
Fcrestry 

1 I I J-----J _~ V_~'_,R ~_~I .. ~ .. 
17786.8319009.32 I 7319./.6 1 R910.~:~ 18119.:31 
, (59.01) I (60.33) I (59.61) I (65.<)7) I(no.oo) 

" 

2256. 00 / 1 89 J . 66 I ? 0 7 0 . 0 0 I 2000. 0 () , 21 (J 5 . f> ~j 
(17.09) I (12.67) I (16.86) 1 (l~.Rl) 1(1~.71) 

I I I I I 
3. Income from non '3154.00 I 4021. 12 I 2889.23 I ?'~96. '13 1:31-11.79 

Agriculture , (23.90) 1 (26.95) (23.53) / (19.22) 1(~3.47) 
-------~If----~I-------+I------~------ ~---------... -
Total , 13196.83r 14922.Jol 17.7.70.49/ 13506.96IJ~3R6.7R 

(100.00) I (100.00) I (100.00) I (lOO.OO) I (lOO.OO) r r _ I L-___ _ 

Figures in parenthesis indicate the percontago~ to the total. 
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Though forestry adds considerable proportion to the total 

household employment of tribals. the income was not that 

significant in proportion to their involvement in forestry 

because of the low price paid for the forest produce. and 

exploitation of the tribals by the traders. 

Income from Forest 

Forest added considerable propertion to the total household 

income of the tribals in west Tripura district. Table No. 14. 

represents the households income for different cateqories 0: 

tribal communities from forest activities. Selling of fire wooe. 

timber wood and minor forest produce in the nearby mar:~ets a.-:c. 

co-operative Societies are the ma:n sources of inco~~ of the 

tribal households from forestry. From the total fores:' incc:::-2 

54.45 percent was obtained by s~lling fire wood followed ~y 28.94 

and 16.71 percent by selling ti~er ~cod and minor forest prod~:e 

respectively. 

The income from forest was hi;hest for 

with Rs 2256.00 follo~ed Rs :070.08. Rs 2000.00 and Rs 1891.t~ 

for Jamatia. Halam and Riang communities. The highest i::come by 

Tripuri cOIOOlunity might be due to access and proximately of their 

viI leges to the nearby market. 

Per Capita Disposable Income 

Table No. 15. presents the hOLlse~old disposable inc:Jle whi;:t 

is d~rived after deducting t~e non :~x liability from t~e tota: 
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Table No.- 14 

INCOME OF THE SAMPLE HOUSEHOLD FROM FORESTRY ACTIVITIES. 

INCOME OF HOUSEHOLDS IN COLLECTION OF 
CATEGORIES 
OF HOUSEHOLD FIRE WOOD I TIMBER WOOD I MINOR FOREST I TOTAL 

I I 
, PRODUCE I 
I I 

TRIPURI I 1255.50 I 674.75 
, 

325.75 12256.00 
I (55.65) I (19.91) I (14.44) I (100) 
I I , I 

RIANG I 1133.41 I 529.5 I 228.70 11 891. 6f 

I (59.92) 1 (?-7.99) , (12.09) I (100) 
I I I 

JAMATIA 1 1108.20 I 540.42 
, 

421.38 1~(170.n0 
I (53.54) I (26.11) I (20.35) I (100) 
I I , I 

HALAM I 959.89 I 591.41 I 440.70 1::000.00 
I (47.99) I (29.58) , 

(7.2.43) I ( ) (0) 

I I I I 
POOLED I 1146.53 I 607.27 

, 
351.82 1::'~Cl5.()::: 

I (54.45) I (28.84) I (16.71) I '100) 
I ! I I 

Figure in paranthesis indicates the oercentacre to the t,..,ti-\ I . 
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Table No. - 15 

Distribution of Disposable Income and Der C~DjtR Dlsponahle InGomo 
among different categories of samDlo Household. 

, , , r 

I GROSS I NON TAX I DISPOSABLE' PER CAPITi\ 
CATEGORIES I ANNUAL I LIABILITY I INCOME I DJSPOSJ\BLE 
OF HOUSEHOLD I INCOME , I , INCOME. 

I I I I 
TRIPURI 13196.83 I 148.50 

, 
13048.33 I 2462.09 

I I I I 
RIANG I 14922.10 I 152.75 I 1.4769.35 

, 
1905.72 

I I , I 
JAMATIA 12278.49 I 139.50 

, 
12138.99 I 222:1.26 

I I I I 
HALAM I 13506.96 I 132.25 13374.71 

, 
1019.69 

I I I I 
POOLED I 13386.78 I 144.25 I 13242.53 I 2189.99 

I I I I 
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,::sposab~e income. am,'110un t of 

a:-: ,3.\.'8rage Rs 1~"';. =5 . 

• _. __ ,-,_. houc;ehol.--:l ..... ~- 1",", .;~+-".--,~. ~ n ,- -,")--
...... .1. _ __ _ _ .I. J. .......L U.l ~ ...... ~ .;....' t:: t .. • "- c:- I.... :.... _ ~.d.J. .11 e u 3.:3 n S _..:.. - --:. ...... =- ~ . 

_ .:.:::: ng the tC':.~: 

R~ --""20 ,,)0 - - - '-' -' . - -

The 

::::, be hiahest =.::: -J~::,'I !'~ .-= .... ""~ Tv""; ,....., ..... .; 
_ ... "- ....... _ ..... ' ...... ,_ _ ..... '- _ .L J. .J.!- -"_ ..... 

::=: .-.....-----: .-,~ 
............ -- ...... ~. 

D:str-ibution of sample households intc ~:ffE~ent Incc~e 

;Y'oups based on the annual family inco~e is =~esented in Table 

:;0. 16. As per the 8th plan poverty line estimc::.ted . people below 

3.~ average monthly expenditure of Rs 181.5 in rural and 209.5 in 

:..:~ban to be consider-ed as below poverty line, On annual basis 

:: w..-ni 1 i es be I 0 .. 1 income of Rs 11.060 in rural and Rs 11.850 in 

T(ban arr::a would be considered as below pover'ty line. TI"le:re foye 

it is evident from the table that. about 65 pr::rcent of the total 

-:'~ibal . families were telow poverty 
1 -~lne, :he magnitude of 

~overtv was highest with 71.43 per cent fam~les below poverty 

In Halam comr;;urlity follo;'led by 69.23, 6(;,:7 and 60 percent 

::-:,r Jarnatia. Riang and Tripurl commurl.~ties, y-.:-,spectl'/ely. Thuf; 

finding presents the extent of absolute ;0verty incase of 

:riba.l communities as a Htlole for the west Trlp-,:,Y'C} district. Onl'! 
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Table No. - 16 

CLASSIFICATION OF TRIBLE HOUSEHOLDS ACCORDING TO DIFFERENT 
LEVELS OF INCOME 

, , , , . ~ ... --- .-,.-
INCOME OF , TRIPURI , RIANG , JAlQ.TIA , Hi\LAM I TOTAL 

THE r r r r r 
HOUSEHOLD , , , I , 

I I I r··· -I 
UP TO 11.060/-

, 
18 

, 
8 

, 
9 I 10 

, 
<15 

1 (60.00) 1 (66.67)1 (69./.3) I (71.43)/ ((i5. 2?) , , , I I 
AVOVE 11.060/-1 12 1 4 1 4 1 4 1 7.4 , (40.00) , (33.33)\ (30.77) , (28.57) , (34.78) 

I I I I- I 
TOTAL , 30 12 \ 13 1 14 69 

t~100.00) (100.00)t (100.00) ,(100.00) (100.00) 
--~----~ 

Figure in paranthesis indicate the percentages to the t.ot.a I . 

Table No. - 17 

GINI CONCENTRATION RATIO (Income) FOR DIFFERENT TRIBAL COMMUNITIF.S. 
, I , .-_._-_ .. _ ...... -_.-

Item Tripuri I Rjancr 1 ~lamat.:i a I Halam ~ Por,1 ect _ , , 
Gini Concentration 0.64 I 0.58 I 0.61 1 0.54 0.63 

Ratio , I I , 
I 
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about 35 percent of the total families were above a poverty li~e. 

" Level and concentration of income n, With a view to examining 

the pattern of income distribution, Lorenz Curves were drawn. to 

illustrate the inequalities of income distribution among 

defferent categories of households. The degree of income 

concentration was also examined by calculating Gini concentration 

ratios (Gini Co-efficient). 

The drawn Lorenz Curve showed tha~ that inequatities were 

maximum incase of Tripuri followed by Jamatia. Riang and Halam 

cc~munities respectively. Incase of all the tribal communities 

th G - - Co-efficient was found to be ~ore than 0.5 indic~tl'ng • e lnl -

of disparities in i~come distribution within the higher degree 

ccu-.:nunities. :De disparities in i~cc~e distribution wIthin 

di:ferent tribal comT.unities might be due to some of the families 

- ~rom G_overnment jobs by them by t:-:e government. Which has lr:ccme __ 

been provided for rehablitating t~e surrendered nil guided 

yc~ths. 

CO!'lSUMPTIC~ 

Consumption expenditure is a vel .... · im.ool' .... \..· ent . lndicator to 

reflect the socio economic status of a household. When the patten 

of e~{pendjture on varius items of consumption were analysed for 

the Bample t:r-ibal households in Table No. 18. it was found that 

0i! t.fH:: whole R.e 13,708,90 were being spent on consumption items 

fo!" the. triLlal:: households. Among different COlll'Uuni ties. maximunl 

level of cons~pt i on expend i ture wae f (~U:;lj, 1- l-ll--a - - 1- R' 
. ~e 0 lang \';1 th 



Average Annual Expenditure Among different catoqorien of Dilmplo lIol1nnhold (in Hunonn). 

Fali Iy consulption Expendit.llre ._a .. _____ .. ____________ _ 

~-----~ .. -... ---... --.~.--~ .. -.----'~ ... --.-.-. 

01 t'oO!l Items Hon food itnmn Food items 
Households 

Cereals Pulse Veg.· Fat Dry Fresh Fuel Total Cloth 
Fish Fish & Food 

Meat 

TRIPURI 6905.94 110.00 767.33 101. 33 1911.13 520 - 10315.'/3 671.£19 
{50.421 /1.0081 /5.601 11. 0071 /13.951 {3.791 /75.321 14.911 

RUNG 7292.46 65.00 962. 5 ltB.33 952. 5 621.5 - IOO3~.31 I05~ .1'1 
146.511 11.005) /6.401 /1.0071 /6.341 14.13) 166.74) 17.011 

JlMATIA 6037.18 90.62 530.77 176.15 975.38 730.76 .. 8540.86 1149.19 
148.67) 11. 007) /4.281 11.42) /7.861 /5.891 /68.851 /9.7.61 

BAUX 6914.63 105.25 600.00 207.14 1031.42 880.71 - 9739.15 1351.17. 
/50.191 11. 0071 14.35) 11. 501 17.49) 16.39) 170.68) 19.00) 

POOLED t6811.15\IOI.03 722.75 139.85 1389.61 650.5~ - 9015.03 966.11 
(49.68) 11.007) 15.271 (1.021 (10.14) (4.7S) (71. 60 I 17.041 

Figures in Parantbeftis indicate the percentage to tbe totftl. 

t:duclI-
tion 

629AI 
/4.601 

~91.~~ 
1 :i,C}~ I 

4~5.00 
13.67') 

610.00 
14,43) 

566.34 
14.2BI 

-··-r;;r;-~·;,-r(~·,~,~;r~ ,. "1 -'fOI.~·-i Tot.n 1 . 

on &\ Live \rMI)~ icinr. Hon- \ 

--
lIever- !loci 
allen fnnd 

enter 

1330.71 47.:i. 3 
/9.71.1 IJ.OG 

7.0·/~i .1l0 ~Ol (, 
11:1. HO) I:L~O 

OQ6.15 634.6 
17.7.7.1 /5.11 

796.47. ) 617J 
/5.701 (~.40 

1261U7 ~lt7 

/9.261 . 1·3. 7~ 

ilin.~BlOCk elc.) Food ( 

~--... ..;~;.~;~~ .... "I~-~-;" - -:;':;;,~-.-~~ r~;,; ~.-~~'-" 
I 11.131 11.011 17.4.601\ 1100.001 

6 
) 

49) .4~ 1 w) .Illl 1 ~I)qI1 '/~l I!HI1UI(' 
D. til (,~. Zql (1:0. Ud ( 1If1ll.IIO) 

1 r 532.96 r 196.46 r 311(11.37f 121115.2:i 
) ~ /1.10) ~ 11.~A) \ 111.151~ lIon.nO) 

. , 
5 . \ 47?.RR \ 190.5 '~011J.771 1:1T17.92 
) "3.431 "1.301 "29.37.1' (IOO.OOl 

~. ) 361. ~14 ~ 1(17. ~6 ~ 10(J:1. nJ 13700.90 

J~~~~t~:~_L':~::t~~~ 

.f) 
~'J 
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Rs 15032.06 followed by Rs 13777.92. Rs :3696.06 ~nd Rs 12405.23 

for Halam. Tripuri and Jamatia cc~unities. respectively. The 

other redeeming feature was that an average tribal family spents 

Rs 9815.03 on food. Rs 966.11 for clothing. Rs 586.34 for 

education. Rs 1269.82 for Beverages. Rs 512.75 for social 

functions and ceremonies. Thus ex~endit~e on food articles was 

as high as 71.6 percent of the total annual expenditure followed 

by 9.26. 7.04. 4.28 and 3.74 percent for beverages. clothing. 

education and social fuctions. respectively. Total non food item 

accounted 28.40 percent of :he ~otal expenditure. The 

expenditure on items like intcx:~ants and socia relegious 

ceremonies accounted major chunk of the expenditures under non 

food iter.~. There was no much ~::ference among the different 

cOffimunities of the tribals with rega~ to level of consumption. 

Pattern of Consumption Expenditure C~ food Items 

Table No 19 indicates the ~reak ~p of the food items for 

different categories of tribal ~0useholds in west Tripura 

district. A close look at the ex;endi:ure for the food of th8 

revealed the fact that 69.4 per tribals of the region under study 

cent of their expenditure on food was spent for cereals only. 

followed by 14.16. 

vegetable. fresh 

respectively. The 

7.36. 6.63. 1.42. and 1.03 for dry fish. 

fish and t f at & oil and pulses mee . 

of _~~lses. fat & oil was reported 
consumption 

. R~ lOl.0~ and Rs 139.85. respectively. 
to be neglegible amountlng -
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Table No.- 19 

Brelk Up of Food Iteas for Different Categories of Housebold. 
i 

I F 0 0 D I TEll S 
Catrqories' I i i i I 

i of Housebold ICereals I Pulse Yeg Irat , Oillnrv Fissb I Fresb Fis~ Fuel Total food 
I I I' 1 , Keat 

: TRIPURI 16905.00 110.00 1 1 101.33 1 1911.13 520.00 I - I 10315.73 
1'66.93) II.07} I I IL009} I 118.53} I 15.M} I I II 00. OO} 
1 1 1 

, , I , 
RIAIG 17292.48 '85.00 I 962.5 , 118.33 I 952.5 1 621.5 I - I 10032.31 

1172.68} 1 It.0081' r9.59} , 11.18) 19A9} 116.191 I .J fIOO.OOI , , , , I I I 
JWTIl 16037.18 1 90.62 1 530.76 I 176.15 975.38 1 7lO.77 I - I 8510.86 

If70.68) I fl.06) I r6.21l , 12.06) 111.42) I fe.56} I I flOD.OOI 
1 I I I I I I 
16914.63 I 105.25 I 600.00 1 207.14 1031.42 I 680.71 I - I 9739.15 
(71.00) (1.08) I 16.16} I (2.13) (10.59) I 19.04) I I rIOO.OOI 
I , I I I I I 

I POOLED 16811.25 I 101.03 1 722.75 1 139.85 1389.61 I 650.54 I - I 9815.03 
1169.40} I (1.03) ) f7.36} 1 11.42} 114.16} I f6.63) I I (JOO.OO) 

I I I I 
Figure in Parenthesis indicate the percent.age to the t.ota 1 
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Dimension of inequalities In the level 

Levels ';";na .1. .J. '" ..:.1 _ are a manifestat-:.'.7-.. "~"ell -- .j.'L. ' __ ,-,2'., _ c:::- ~i!e en;::. 

result of 

integrate the structural 

dimensio~ analysi~; the or: Tood. .. 

clothing. ec..:..lcat:::1 .. c~c .. comrnu:-::i t i e.s .. 

... s~an ar~ =ev:~:~~~ ~~~ Co-e~~icie~: Conver. tiona 1 :::easu~·e.3 st.;.·-:h a.s .j. d ., . 

of have ~ee~ used. Table ::. 21. :_~ F :_~ Dl-e ~ ~ _ _ se:-:\..s t~e 

required details to ~his effect. 

TRIPURI 

expend i t u~'e i:1case 
of food jndicc~es h:cher di<:;~ers~c~ _ ... !-' .1 'J J 

Tne 

level. The average expediture of the 
~ • 4 ~ems was c o;r~rnun i : '.1 ~ 0"'" & ood 1·.j. 

Rs 10.415.73. The range of expenditure on foed ite:ns inct..:.rred by 

corrmunity was between Rs 5374 t~ Rs 15.924. The Co-
Tripuri 
efficient of variation for the total food expenditure was 29.43 

large variation in the use cf fresh fish & meat. 
and there was 
fats & oils. dry fish. and vegetables as i~dicated from the Co-

The total non food expenditure also 
effecient of variations. 

exhibited higher level of variation with l'n th T e ripuri 

co-efficient of va~iatio~ for total ~on food 
community. 
expenditure was found to be 53.24 per ce~~, Higher levels of 

The 

is also marked for the items like 
Variation in expe~diture 

educat' Ion. clotbi;.g. 

entert . alnment. 

beverages and functions [. 



I 

- 94 -

Table No. - 20 

Dimension of Disparjtjes jn case of TRIPURJ COImlunjtjes 

. I I 

Particulars lin I 
TOTAL EIPElDIl1JRE 6974 I 
EIPEXDlTUiE 01 FOOD. I 

I I 
Cereals 3285 

Pulses 40 

Yeoetables I 250 

Fats' Oils 20 

Dry Fish 400 

200 

Fual 

Total Food Expenditure 

101 FOOD EIPElDlnru: 

CiotbiD9 400 

Education ~O 

Beverages I 300 I 

I Social functions ilnd 290 
Eatertiliuut 

I 
EXpenditure CD Live I 180 I Stock I 
otber (ledicil8 etc) 50 
lxpeDditm. 

TOTlL 101 Food Expead I '00 
I 

i1JGE 

IaI 

26098 
-~ 

13140 

168 

1200 

430 

3340 

2400 

3000 

2400 

3600 

1000 

JOt 

3GG 

I 

I 

I 

Average 

13696.062 
. 

7081.00 

110.00 

767.33 

101.10 

1911.13 

520.00 

lQ.415.73 

838.33 

I -829.41 

1330.71 

423.33 

179.62 

141.66 

18300 3280.33 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 

Standeret Co-ef f i ci rnt 
Deviatioe of YariatioD 

4482.602 32.729 

2394.518 33. 816 

47.031 42.756 

388.766 50.664 
I 

89.733 I 88.756 
I 

1079.174 I 56.467 
I 

468.750 I 90.14~ 

I 
I -
I 

3065.734 29A33 

530.358 63.263 

6Q.4.653 72.901 

817.07' I 
I 

6UOl 

240.046 
, 56.703 
I 
I 

65.629 36.536 

78.616 55.494 

1741.6ia , 53.241 
-

I, 
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Table No. - 21. 

Dimension of disparities in case of Riang communities 

Puticulars iianq standard I Co-'ffi,jent 

I lIin I I 
Deviation of Variation 

lin hen,e 
I I I I 

TOTAL EIPlJDITURE 

1
11203 

I 18032 I 15032.06 2~66.776 
, 

16.HO 
I I I 

EIPEHDI11JRE 011 FOOD I I I 
I I I I 

Cereals 1~550 I ]0.0001 7322.81 1554.456 I 21.2n 
I I I I 

PYse 150 
, ]50 

, 
65.00 33.333 

, 39.215 
I I I 

'egetables hOD I 2000 
1 

962.58 4n.024 
, 

19.560 
I I I ' 

Fats' Oils I~o I 250 I ]]8.33 '/9.039 I 66.793 
I I I I 

J)ry fisb 
1500 I 1500 I 952.50 318.436 I 33. 431 

I I I 
Fresh Fish iad Meat hOD I 1500 I 621.50 37'.761 I 62.001 

I I , I hal I 

Total ExoeDditure on 6400 13200 I 100R22 I 19(1.4.7~~ 18.996 
Food I I I 

I I 

I 101 }'OOD EIPmHnJRF. I 
I 

Clot bing 1500 2000 I 1054,11 I 461.635 43. 7~t , I I I 
EdlcatioD 1250 1200 I 593.33 I Jl9.H8 I 53.89~ 

1 I 1 I 
leveraqes 

1500 3200 I 2075." I 822.724 I ~.6~' 
1 1 -I 5o(ial fUlctioBS and 200 800 I 48\.66 195.654 4e.6~ 

EllerhiDelu I I 
I I EI,enditnrt 01 Live 

1240 560 I 345.1I~ '6.D~O n.~30 

stock I I , 1 I 
other rKedicile etc.) 179 1632 I 491. 45 421.503 I 85,766 
lnenditure I I I 
Total 100 Food ExDeod: ~999. 75 H55.~lB J ~.10' ----



- 95 -

Table No. - 22 

Dimension of dispari t.ies in case of J~MJ\TJJ\ COIIlrrnm:i t.i eB 

RANGE 
STAlOlRO ro-EffrCI~n 

PARTICUURS KIlt lUI AVERAGE DEYllTlON ar YARI'l,ATIO" 

TOTAL D PF.ID I11lRE 17.~05. ~3 41n~2 33.791 

I ElPOOlTUiE 01 ~'OOO I I I I 
i I I I I 
i Cereals I 2320 I ]2~20 I 6099.307 24~3.1~0 I 4e056 

; / I ./ I 
I Pulses I 50 I 200 I 90.625 52.940 I 58.4170 

I I , I 
I Yeoetabl es I 200 I 1200 I 530.769 272.633 I 51.~03 

, , I I I I 
j Fat' Oils I 80 I 400 I 176.153 106.809 I 6e.631 

I I I I 
i Dry Fish I 480 I 1-140 I 975.384 42Un I 4-i. DO 

I I I I 
I Fresb Fjs~ Ind lut I 250 I 1500 I 730.769 3B3.~75 I 52.489 

I I I / 
hal I I I I 

I I ~ 
TOTAL EIPElDlTUJlE 01 I 3-100 I 15~80 I 8568.538 3191. ~92 I 31. 2~6 
FOOD I I I 

101 FOOD EIPElDITm I I I 
I I 1 

ClothiD~ I 200 3000 1119.230 I 823. tt2 I 73.512 
I 1 I 

Education I 250 1000 455 I 235 / 51.6-18 , I I 
Beven!! I 500 1200 896.153 I 240.56 I 26.M3 

I I I 
Social fauctions iii I 200 1500 631.615 I 396.321 I 62.450 

EntertiiDellt I 1 I 

I I I Expenditure on Live 215 950 532.922 264.108 4'.~50 
I I Stoct I I • I others IRe4icine etc.} 15 57.0 196.161 1 l7.0.955 656~4 

f,xnenditure I 
I , -.--~".-~~ .. ,.~~ --.--

TOTAL J()f FOOD Y.IPEID: I 1920 6367.5 I 3864.376 I 1370.904 I 3~ .1"1~ 
I I -------. 
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Table No.- 23 

Dimension of disnarities in caac of BJ\L1\M communit:ies. 

I R 1 R G E 
PARTICULARS \ 

t 111 { MAX 

TOTAL EXPEIDITURE 6715 ( 21686 

EXPENDITURE 01 FOOD I 
---------i~ \ 
Cer'eali- __ ,'-'( 2320 ~. ~ -:12520 

Pulses 

Vegetables 

Fat' Oils 

Dry Fish 

Fresh Fish and 
Meat 

Fual 

~ 50 ~ 200 

t 200 I 1200 
\ \ 
I 100 t 400 
\ \ 
~ 480 ~ 1920 

t 300 I 2400 
\ \ 

~ t 
f t 

TOTAL EXPElDlTURE 01 \ 3400 \ 15480 
FOOD I I , , 
MON FOOD EIPDlDlTURE I t 
-------l\ \ 
Clothing (500 ( 3750 

Ed ucation 

B everages 

ocial fUictions S 
a nd Entertlinaent 

I 
\ 
I 
\ 
I 
\ 

250 

\ 
1500 

400 1200 
\ 

200 1500 

i t STANDARD 
CO-EFFICIEMT 

OF 
AVERAGE { DEVlATIOK VARIATION 

13777.92 ( 4408.114 31.994 

( \ \ 

\ 

.6959.36 t ~348.536 t 33.746 \ ,. \ 
105.25: I 61.991 I 58.899 

\ \ 
t 600.00 I 320.710 I 53.452 
\ \ \ 
t 207.14 t 108.326 t 52.1.95 
\ \ \ 
t 1031.42 t 369.H6 t 35.789 
\ \ \ 
I 880.71 t 551.860 t 62.660 
\ \ \ 
t I I 
l ) } 
\ 9735.21 \ 3058.879 \ 31.418 
I I t 

I 610.00 361.109 59.198 
\ 

\ 1528.51 \ 941.6)8 \ 61.602 

} 

796.42 272.858 I 34,260 

) 72.291 617.85 446.657 
\ 
I 

Exnendihre on I 215 742.5 472.88 235.035 49.711 . -
live stock ---

\ 
Others Iltiicine etc.' 30 520 190.5t 149.481 78.471 
Expenditm 

TOTAL 101 FOOD EIPID.) 1920 8774 4038.71) 1944.3M 48.142 
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RIANG 

The eX.Dendi ture for food i tem- for the R' 
J.::. _ lang cc::n,i11unity 

ranged between Rs 6400 to Rs 13200. The average t~ing Rs 

10.032.22. The Co-efficient of variation was found to 18.98 

per cent. Higher level of variation was also marked for t~~ 't 
1 e:TiS 

like Fresh fish & Heat and Fats & Oils. The expenditure for r:cn 

foods items ranged between Rs 2520 to Rs 7552. The avera;e beine 

Rs 4999.75. The Co-efficient of variation for the ;:on feed 

expenditure was found to be 29.10 percent. Higher leve: of CJ-

efficient of variation was also ]-eported for the jt~~s li~~ 

medicines. education. cl~things etc. 

,-"TAHATIA 

close loc}.: at t~e expend i t ·..::--e 

3400 to Rs 15480. The C\'.-efficient 0: variation .... -3.5 fC-...::-.i t~ :-~ 

37.:~ Dereer::. f"'-- ~ '- - \... 

level of ff ' ' t of '\·a~-iatio:-:. Co-e J.c::.en 

items 19~O to hS 636':7, The C'o-eff:i:-ient ::of 

variation was found to be 35.47. The Co-efficient !"_)f ' 
\..' 3. r 1 at::.:) n 

was also reported for expenditures under the items like . - c~othj;lg, 

SOCial funct.ions & entertainment. edUcation a.n-=. ot::er 
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HALAr1 

expenditure of Halam corrmunity. rc2ged from Rs 

6715 to Rs 22.686 and the Co-efficient of variation was fcund to 

be 31.99 per:ent. Considering the expenditure on different food 

items higher level of disparities was observed for Fresh fish &. 

Meat followe~ ~v Dulses. veaetables. and Fat & Oils resDectivelv .. - - ..... . 

The Co-efficirnt of variation for total expe:.diture .:::n fcod was 

found to be 31.41 percent. The total expenditure C:1 nO:1 food 

items ranged bet~een Rs 1920 to Rs 8774. Th~ Cc-efficient of 

variation feu;;d to be 48.14 perce:1t. Higher :~vel 2f (0-

efficient o~ ·~arj3tion was also observed fer ct~er ite=s like 

social funct:~:-:s & entertainment. clothi:1g Ed'..lcati:-:-. etc. 

After ~~Vln~ discussed dimensions of 

attempt has ~ee~ ~ade here to study the ::.equ3:ities .- t~e leve! 

of 1 iving ta::::-.] '·t 1 ·el ~.: ~l'~'::-""'n-l- ---~l expena 1 ure ev. - - u ...... 7" <::; I\..::: .:. ••• ;-' e 

~ouseho 1 ds ". -.! 

~orked out f~r ~h:s purpose and are pre2e:-:ted :n Tat:e ~o. :4. 

The G::::-:: 

found but 

:he highet 

Jamatia comrr,un::y ~i~h G.C. 

0.51 for Tric. ;.,:~-i. t.l.~alam and Rl'ang 1ffiUn~-I-l-e~ ,- -1-. 1 l, con I.J. '- 2- .. espeC',-lve y. 

Marginal Prope~sity to Consume 

The rela.::::~nsr.:;, between income an':: 2onst:...-::;:,ti0r: __ g e r: -? l' all v 

~~easured by :;drgir:al popensi ty to 2:..':lsume, 

~~enA in consumption as a ~esult 
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Table No.- 24 

Gini Concentration Ratios (Consl~ption Expenditure) 
for differnt Tribal communities. 

-

I I I I 
,--

Item TRIPURI RI~NG JAM~TI1\ HALAM 
1 

pOOLEn 

I 1 1 
, , 

Gini Concentration 0.62 0.51 0.67 I 0.57 0.60 
Ratio , I , , 

I 
I I I I 



00 
90 

80 

70 

50 

40 

- 101 -

i 
j 
i 
i 

i . . 
; 
1 , 

o 1.0 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 gO :'00 

~ULATlv"E PERC~~AGE OF THE HOUSEHOI..r:~ 

rripur i (O.B2). 1 RiOon.g(O.51). j=Jo.Ino.tio..(O.67_'. h= Halo.rn.(O. 57: 



- 102 -

cosume is propensity to the ratio of chana_e I'n consumpt i:m to 
change in income, 

In order to estimate the relationship betweer; constL'7,;;tion 

and disposable income, linear consum.otion fUnct' 
}C:l bas-=d on 

Keynesion hypothesis was fixed to the data, the resu~ts of -..;hich 

are presented and discussed below 

C = a+ bY 

Where 

C = Tota 1 Consumpt i on per househo 12 (i n :-·...:,;:ees), 

b = Marginal propensity to consume. 

Y = Total dl's.Dosable income .oer household '~~ 
- '.j< rUrees), 

a = Intercept. ic level of consum.ction c-. =ero :evel 

of diposable income. 

The relationship between constL~ption expenditure and ]~come 

t · t' b" u~;na Ke'\"""', esior. hVDothesis imol ies. that e s 1 rna e Co : :::;0 ~ _ ." - - - - -

11·neL=>~- functic~ of d::3posab~e income. ~e Co-":':: 1'c'; __ ,;.. += 
... .. _1J, ~-_ ..Lt=-~., .. 0.1. 

income v3riable of li~ear ccnsumption function direc::,. 

a of m~rainal oooensitv to consume. meast.:re ..... _ .' -

The estimates of regression Co-efficient. their sta.r:derd 

errors and Co-efficient of multiple determination (R2) for fitted 

functions are presented and discussed seperately for each 

category of sdwple households. 
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_." Trihtll enfnl"flllnit'.T le Margina 1 Propensi tv to Consump, f0't'"" Dl' f. fp.r~nt, 

* * 
* 

Tripuri . ** 
C = 2158.07 + O.874Y 
R2= 0.78 

Riang . ** 
C = 2692.18 + 0.827Y 
R2=0.89 

Jamatia . ** 
C = 1514.70 + O.887Y 
R2= 0.81 

Halam . ** 
C = 1243.13 + O.928Y 
R2= 0.84 

Pooled . ** 
C = 1944.10 + 0.879Y 
R2= 0.81 

Significant at one percent level. 
Significant at 5 percent level 

It may be observed from the e~timatnd eaunt.jon that t.hp. 

lIariation in the per capita consumption of tribals hCl1~eholdfl 

~ccounted for 78 to 89 o.ercent. was eXD. lained by the va . t· r~a .lon jn 

per capita disposable income Y. The regression Co-efficient i'ind 

Co-efficient of determination was significant nt. one ocr ~(>.nt 

level. 

The marginal propensity to consume was higest is 0.928 for 

Halam community followed by 0.887. 0.874 and 0.827 for J~atla, 

Tripuri and Riang COI11llunities. respectively. The mjnjmum ner 

even when the per capi ta income was ze't'o 
capita con5umption 
.tautonomus consumption) was highest. for Rjang ,·dt.h R.~ 269?lA 

followed by Rs 2158.07. Rs 1514.70 and Rs 1243.13 for Triollri. 

Jamatia and Halam communitjes respectivelY. 

On the whole. it may be said that. the marqinal proDcnsitv to 
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Table No. - 25 

INCOME. CONSUMPTION ANn ::~ VINGS OF' nTF'F'F.RF.NT r~Tr.:-:'"\~HF:f, 

OF SAW:"=: HOUSEHOT .DS 
i 

Ca:'egories I Total 
of I Gross 

i House::.Jld i Gross i Gr')8~~~:'~~~-~'~-~;;~---"-
IConsu~~tionIDj~savinaIGr0~S ;nr-~~ r~tio 

I Income I I I HOL:sehold 
I ~~~~~~~~~I ~~~~1~~~41-~~.~ --_ .. __ . __ ..... . 

TR:?URI 
, 
I 

RI~_~;G I 
I 

J~\~~ -:-IA I 
I 

H"'~ "V .h~. __ .I. I 
I , , 

13196.83 

149:2.10 

12:278.49 

13506.96 

\ 13696.06 \ -499.~3 I 
I I I 
I 1503:.J6 1-109. 0 6 I 
I I I 
I 1240:.:3 I -126.~4 I 
I I I 
I 1377~.~2 I -270.~6 I 
I I I I , , 
, I I 

:"'.037P 

0.n~n(' 



consume of the .sOi:"Jple tribal rwusehclds .,,:·~s quite high ·.:;;r;ong ':.he 

different categories of household. 
1-

Agaln the study there fore 

supports the hypothesis that the marginal popensity to consume in 

cuse of tribal household is very high. 

SAVINGS 

The concept of saving is much difficul t to define and I:.':'re 

so to measure in case of Tribal household.Acording to AIRCS* the 

only way to mesure saving of a houseold as distinct from busir.~ss 

enterprise is to have estimates of current househ.old jr:come =.nd 

its total expenditure on curre~t cosumption acccunt. ~e 

difference between the two would represe~t the magnitu~e of :he 

savings 

xoenditure & e . 

of the households. Distributicn of income c'~~-"mDt-.· 'Vu.=, ..... _ _ on 

t::e exter. of savincr_ a::J.oncr_ ~l' ggerent cat . e=c-le<=- -.f - ~ '-' 

tribal household 3re present j~ Table No. :5. 

As may be seen from the table. t~at expenditure exceeded 

inCome in all 

difference 

categories of Trital households tut :~e 

for Tripuri fo1Icw~~ bv ~~ .. . ...... 

270. 96 . Rs 1::26.-:-'~ an;: Hs 109.96 for Halam. Jamatia ~~~ -"- Ri "'--,-. - - .. l.= 

S ~ectivelv. The~e showed that. there was disavincr amo-~ -'1 _, re :-' - - ":::'-'=' 1 • :i.e 

communities of t;iral households. 

EMPLOYNENT STAnJS 

With the prE'sent level of agricultura.l development. farming 

is not thE' mai~ stay of the eC0~0my 2f the people i~ tri~~~ 

are as. Sin c e t tee 0 n t 2- i but i...' n 0 fag ric~: 1 t u r a 1 sec t (\ ~- 3. -=- C 0 u:-: ': s 

All T~d~~ c"ra' Credit Survey J.1l J,I.O aU • 
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nearl'; fif<:.y percent of thr:: t:tal in-::ome of the ::ur::.tl ;::~r.ffiil;;:::~,·. 

the prominence of non agricultural avenues in the sphere 

Supplementir,g both household lncorr.e and employment bec:,rr:es v~:y 

much clear in this region. I~ the present section an at~empt t~s 

been made to examine the existing pattern of lal:::ouy- e:::.?lo::-/mer.':. 

the characteristics of available labour force and factc::s 

affecting labour employwent pattern of the tribal households in 

the region. 

;'.~alysis of the er:-.Dlo'v'1T.e:1t status of the er:re::s .~~ Trl,.-·· .. ·; - - -:;-_ ..... 

.~ Ived that out COmlT.U~.l'-y reve of 113 eraners 30.98 per~ent ~~~~ 

~ engaqe .... exclusively in agri~~lture followed by ~O.f~. 20.?~. 

12.39 and 10.62 for agricultur31 and nonagricult~ral a~ti\'itje~ : 

excl~sing for non agricultu:e activities. 

agrjc~ltLlre forest act ivi ties and exclusivel\.' 

act i ': i tie 5 . respectively. Th~ Table No. 26. als2 i~dic~tes t~!t 

non ~=~icu:~~ral activities wh::h was 167 man days a~j ~:~jmtc '~ 

.70 d3.:·s per worker exclu~ively in agricultur~. On 

0. Tripuri " ... ;orker gets er,~}oyme:1t £0:-:15.11 man days 31: ::>.n ::·ec.~- .. 

Incase of Riang communi ty rn~ximum 22.81 percent of th€' earn€'~-s 

eXClusively in agriculture and minimum of 12.5 percent of t~e 

ea.l"n~r~ . 1 engaged ~n non agricultural activities T~'" _ ex.::lUSlve Y ,~ 

days Der est:i:::ated to be 104.?4 :':\ys. 

of 141 

activities and 



Tnhlc No. - ?'(j 

EMPLOYMENT STRUCTURE Of' HAMPLF. HOUSEHOLDS 
I -. 

, Location/Catenorion of Houne holdn J··--;-~~-;-~-L·-_.-.-
TRIPlJRI RHNII ,JAMHr~ IIAUM \ 

Maae of the -.. - - f -- .. r·---- -1'"'--.--------
Occupation No of Men4ey" No of Mllndllyn No of Mllndl1yn Ko of mllndavn No of M,lnd.wn Ho of K,lndllvn Ho of Hdnd,lvn Ho 0 t /lfllllrl,lV!J 

I 
N() ()f h'"nd,w!l \No of H,11lILw:l 

r.ilrn{Jr:1f~:m!llovr.(JI[lrr Work{'r earnen Elployed per Vorker carncro Y.mo)oycd por Worker CIITnOrll Emolovert por Worter carners LlIlOlovl1d [lor Worker I 
- 1-- - _._- .-.-- .--..... ----.. --~ .-.. ---~ ,- _ .. ---- ~-, .----.--. --.-

Exclusively in I 35 
2730 I 76 21 1722 ( 02 I 10 

J600 

i 
114 I 39 301.1. QII 

J 
Agriculture 130.96) (32.81) '45 A~) (41.3:1I , i i 

I Agriculture and \ 23 3641 167 17. 1692 141 \ 2 306 151 
, 

17 7.111 I ~.1 
non lOTi cu It UTa J '20.35) (10.75) (~.~~l (10.091 
actlv1tJes. 

Exclusively nOn . 29 3683 127 8 981 121 7, 7,20 110 'I 679 9'1 
AqriculturaJ 12~.66) 112.50) (~.~5) '7.7(1) 
activitieB. , 

II ~ f 1l1i'J 1 ,I fl6 ~~ 
(36.90)\ \ 

f r 
~1 \ O?70 \ 1 ~'l 16 

(17.j6)( , 
, , 

4~ l ~~~6 \ 121 1)11 

14.7Q) I 
\ \ 
f f 

Aqriculture. Non 14 1302 93 11 924 84 11 U73 113 0 HI! ~6 
}/ Aarjcultun & (J 2.39) IJ7.19) (2~.OO) III.OQ) 

Poreat ~ctjvitie ~ 
44 ) 4'1.1:7 ~ % ~7. 

14. 14) " 

) ~ 
Exclusivelv in 12 1452 17.1 11. 1.156 113 9 9At 109 19 1957 .-=--J P~rtBtTY (10.62) (]O.'l~1l (2('.~~d 17.1.111 

" -J----~ - I--~---- --_ .... - --.--~ 

·ohJ 1m _/13008 1m. II I M I 6678 i 101.34 f 44 I mn I 10~-10~Lm - i 101.4 
" (lOa, .' , f1 00) ~ ~ , 1100) ) __ ~ ~_ J ___ "'-:~'" (1001 ,,'. "I' "', ", >,' l' , ) I 

52 I 5116 \ 110 ~ 
16.77.) i 
-~ .. -- ... __ .. - .. \ .. - .... "-- - ... , , 

311 " )1'1111 I 1110 fI'l 

II on I \ \ 

Figures in ParanthegiB indicate the percentaqc to the total. 

~ 

c 
-...: 
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In case Jdmatia c.:.mrnur;ity. 45.45 .oer r_F.r' .. ~_ -.h 
- 01 t .. 1'? total 

earners was were engaged exclusively in agriculture followed by 

25 and 20.45 percent fo~ agriculture, non agriculture and forest 

activities and exclusively in forest activit~e2. Only 4.55 

percent of the total earners in the community ~~rp 
- ~- - engaged j:'"l 

agriculture & non agricultural activities or exclusivel'./ f 
or non 

agricultural activities, 

The average number of man days per worker · .... 'as found t.o be 

108.18 days. Incase of 1:a1am Community. maximum cO: 43 ':l.~ Derc +-
- - . . '"'-. en \.. 

of the total earners en~~ged exclusively in agric~!ture followed 

bv 20. 11 and 18.89 exclusively for ForestI' and aC~-:::-ult"re & 
- -.. non 

agricultural activities. respectively, 

The average of ~andays per works}- ~~S 

103.74 days. The emplo:~ent in agriculture and 
agricultural 

activities was maximum 1";3 da:ys and agriculture. 

& forest activities was r:inimurr: for 56 days. 

Thus a ~ l'S evid2~: 
J.. - frc~ the Table that t~~ _,_~ 

6- •• ,,\..I~.\,. 2.omjnar>+-
.J' 

Sources of employment as ;'er the nUmbel- of earners: 

earning population was exclt:sively Agriculture 

tribal community, But taking the number of man da"", .... _ 
o ~ ~e:t '.;orker in 

t 'agrl'culture does not oro 'd o cosideratlon _ Vl e en,:'1.1~h ,..., 
~ 1 ei.,l1p 1 0Ymen t 

,', OPportuni ties for a 11 the. comrnun i ties of tri ba 1 h-:-uSehold 
1 n t hf' 

stUdy area. The average t".:lployrr:ent pel' wOl'k€'1' Var~ .:>.,_ f 

_ . . - - \.,;::. - l' . .:'~ 10 J , 74 
to 115.11 ID:in days, The :lndlT~gs therefore ("lea1-1\, ~"'4' 

'0 -''',d::'l.tf'S thE' 
i :inadequacy of avenues :f emp:oyrnent \-.'hether in 

: :-: ~ f 3 .. ~---
o '" 01- (In 
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o:Qer allied activities in the regIon. This =ia_ht te tho. 
'-~ cause of 

inswrgency in '·:est Tripwra 
as 

a ";;'10 1 e . 

-:-: ...... - ! +- "'"""" 
~".' .oymer:. .... -unction 

The t.:!.bular analysis in 

of various factors on e~plc~~5nt ;~neratic~. 
To knoH the 

of different factors 

c: a ti"1e. 

out for i n d i 'y'i d u a 1 triba: 

pc:led together. Zero ~~r cor-ela~J'-- -~~-~-e~ . j' or,-,,=, . - '- '-'" HJ~ __ ~'- .::> In :lcate ab 
.sence 

c~ multicollinearity. 

S~Jwed that. variations ; deDe~den~ ""r; ~"'." e"'D""-~ d .. 
.l. n _ J J '- ~ - -" '-' -' .- ..... _ ~ '=;:;, e ] 0 ~ n t 1 y by 

four independent variables were to the extent of 72 to 
81 

pE:'"cent. 

The regression Co-efficient associated Hith the farm sjze. 

positive and significant for all the tribal communit1' es. 

i nd i ca ted tha t the emp 1 oyment -";0 1..11 d increase 131.5836 days 

fc::- every unit increase in the size of operational area incase of 

H~Iam community folIoHed by 129.8252. 118.4265. 112.5729 for 

Riang and .Jamat:ia com7.'.:ni ti'?s. respectively. Trle 

ff ' I'ent for size of hslding -";as al~o fOl.'.nd rE]erssion Co-e :lC ~ 

PC3itive and significant for all the tritjls po01e1 together. Tn 

of Tr-ipuri 

Vi::.--iables Vlere 

comrnunity regression Cc,-e:ficient of all 0ther 

·t;·.;e D'lt n-::t found pOSl • .!· sign i f i c a rIf: 

, -f' t at fi'le per cent 1e'le]. H~C'ation Itlhich was signI lcan-
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Table No. - 27 

Regression Co-efficient and other related statistics 
regarding employment of different Tribal communities. 

:ategories 
:lousehold 

rnIPURI 

~IANG 

JAMATIA 

iALAM 

?OOLED 

Estimated Equation 

'*'* '* 
Y=39.3538+129.8252X~+O.8146X~+12.6246X~+O.6845X4 

R:l=O.76 
'*'* '* 

Y=51.3126+118.4265X~+O.7624X2+11.5672X~+O.8234X4 
R:l=O.81 

'*'* '* '* 
Y=48.1468+112.5729X1+0.4325X2+8.1683X3+0.4894X4 

R:l=O.72 
** 

Y=61.3842+131.5836X1+0.9123X2+15.2384X~+O.2145X4 
R:l=O.79 

** 
Y=47_3264+124.2578X1+0.7623X~+10.9274X~+O.3947X4 

,Y = Dependent vari~le represents. total annual family employment.. 
X1.X2.X3.X. (indep€ndent variable) respresent. 

~ Significant at 5 percent level 
tt Significant at 1 percent level 
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In case of R:ang community in addition to siz'? of holding 

i-egression Co-efficient for non farm income was fc--.:nd positive 

and significant while regression Co-efficient of two Clt.her 

variables were positive but not significant. In cas~ of J~atia 

community in additicn to size of holding regression ':o-effi:ient 

for non farm incom~ and education WdS found signifj:ant at five 
, 

cent level. per 

In case of E~lam community in addition to siz~ of ho!ding 

regression 
Co-efficient for non farm income was wor~~1 cut ~o be 

and signifi:ant at five per cent level. 
positive 

regerssion Co-efficient for all the tr:bals p.:.oled 

in addition to farm size. nor. f a:r:n i:-.come 
together 

alsO 
fOU:1d tc. be positive and significant whil-:- regre8sioj, 

waS 
t for c~~er variable like intensity of :roppin_= and 

co-efficien 

dummY 
variable edu.:-::.:ion ·.· .. as found positive but not ::igr:ifi:-,~nt. 

ThUS 

like 

it can be infe~~ed frOID the regression analysis :~at fa:-tor2 

r q~-e ~cn ~3rm i~come have got positive an~ 2i;njf~:an~ 
rarm ~~ ...... , 

contribution 
for generation in the trj~al are!s of 

Tripura state. The contribut:'on of :'umrny 

educ3tion .... 3S found to be limited for Tripur: and 
. l-,le varla ...... ~ 

communities only in the stury area. While the 

Jamati3 
in:ensity of cropping was not found significant 

contribution of 
0; v o~ t~1bal communities. 
in any categor• ~ --
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In the context of princiDles. the knowledge rno3rdinn socjn 

economi c back ~round. J i vi n9 standard and emp J oyment Gond j t:i ODf'> 

of different tribal communities can help planncrn to identifv tho 

problem area and to solve by taking approprjato mca~ures for thp. 

development of these weaker sections of the society. 

Therefore. an attempt han been made to make un jndepth study 

on Income. consumption and levels of employment of different 

tribal communities in TeliamurCl block of west. Trjpurn <Lir:tric:t. 

The specific objective of the studv are :-

( a) To studv_ the farm and f ami] y Gt.ruct.urc of ~. t t 
\lJ. crent 

categories of tribal house holdn. 

(b) To estim~te the level of income cmct. con"'umnt· f 
tribal households. _ ... > 10n 0.. 

(cl To study t.he level of emp]o-ymcnt amona t.h0. trihill 
households. 

(d) To study the marginal propensity to consume am0no thf> 
tribal households. 

Methodology 

West Tripura district of TriDura StClte 

selected for the study as there is hiahest concentration of 

tribal population in the district. Teljamura hlock wa~ a]~0 

selected purposively for the study as it was hdv.inc; maximum 

i-:"'!"centage of tribal popu]at.ion in comparison to ot.hp-r tjve 

blocks in the district. 
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Stratified two stage random sampling mothort W~~ adoc:~d for 

se I ecting the u 1 t jrnate respondents. l\ 1 j st. of aaon Dllbhll' s htlvinu 

concentration of triba 1 0_ 00. ulation was D. repared t~ki.na. the cr-oon .... 
- '-, 0> 11::3 

data from the block office. There were in t.otal 49 Gaon ?\lhhu'~~ 

in the block from which five Gaon sabha's ni1mp,ly S<1rdul:~rkd.ri. 

North Gokulnagar. South Gokulnagar. Rupacherra. Khaf-~ja manoaJ 

were selected at random as primary sample. All the trihal 

households of Gaon sabha's were listed nlonq with thejr cJbtrihe 

naming and with the size of the operationlll holdina in~;lSA of 

cultivators. 

From this list of different subt.rjbc t.on percent of tho 

respondents were selected randomly from each cateaorv .. '~h 
.111::3 in 

all sixty nine respondents comprisinq of 30 from --:-"rinurj 

connnunity. 13 from Jamatia community. 12 from Riilna ."'n...:l '4 f 
... 'J '- rom 

Halam community respectively. 

Collection of Data 

The general information reg~rd:ina the Gllmple llrf.]g W~r8 

Collected from secondary sources. such an block office. r'lnchyar. 

office. VAW centers and census report et.c. but. 0] 1 other 

infOrD.:kltions were obtained from the rospondents. bv visi.t.ina 

homes and fields of the individual respondents. 'A f~mily cr hOllse 

hOld was adoDted as the unit of investigation in this stulv. TI1A 

head of the 
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during their leisure period. Cross examination and varification 

with the data available from other sources were felt necessary 

since the tribals household do not generally maintain any record 

and we had to depend solely on their memory. The data pertajned 

to the agricultural year 1993-94. 

General Characteristics 

COImlunity wise distribution of sample tribal hou~ehoJdn 

indicate that the majority of tribal household3 belonq to 

Tripuri community (43.48 percent) followed by HaJam (20.29 per 

centl. Jamatia (18.84 percent) and Riang (17.39 percent). Th c 

male female ratio of the tribal communities a~ a wh ] .., {" e wns 

reported to be 52.57:47.43. The averaqe size of the tribal family 

was 6.20. There were higher percenta~e of femftle worker~ in ftll 

the tribal communities which emphasises the central Dosition of 

tribal females in their households. 

The level of literacy was found to be 40.19 Dercent which 

was much below than the district averftoe of 54.20 (state 

is 4 The level of illiteracy was found to be hiaher 9.54) . 1:1 case 

(63. 11 D.ercent) followed bv Trl' . of Ha 1 am COIIIDun i ty. - purl. R j ana 

and Jamatia with 60.25. 59.14. and 54.93 percent. respectivnlv. 

AInong the illiterates female illiteracy was higher io 57.42 per 

Cent of the total illiterate mass. The number of family ~~ber~ 

haVing educational status of primarY level Wan hjcrh~st for 
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Tripuri and Jamatia followed ny Riilna and Hillam with 57.9 anri. 

42.11 percent respectively. There has been considerable decreasn 

in middle and secondary education in Cilse of family me~r3 of 

all the communities. This might be att.ribut.ed to the fact that 

there exists a large scale drop out of students in different 

level of higher education. 

ECONOMIC STATUS 

Though men and women equally share the burden of the f~mjJv 

the adult female was found to be principal earner in the family 

in case of all the tribal communities. The main occupation of the 

tribals in West Tripura District is aqriculture. the other 

occupations include foresty activities and non acrricultllrnl 

labour work. 

Agricultural activities 

The tribal economy in the study area lS predominant.]v aaro 

forest based. Agriculture and aqricultural labour Was th 
- ~ mt"l i. n 

stay irrespective of their community clas~eB. The heavy 

of immigrants on plain lands and transfer of the fertile landn 

from the tribals to non tribal fanners has resulted to take up 

jhum cultivation in the high hills by the tribal farmers. Out of 

the sixty nine tribal households select.ed for the study. 17.39 

Percent were engaged purely on .ihum cultivation. Almost all thn 



- 118 -

tribals classes were engaged in jhumin9' pract.jces but. with jn t.hp. 

tribal groups Riang communities were having highest percent of 

household under jhuming practjces. Jhum cultjvation was reaarded 

as one of the important cultivation practices by the trib~l 

community of the reaion. . -

The average size of operational holding was worked out. t.o lIe 

1.28 ha for the entire tribal community. The operational size of 

holding was worked out to 1.37 ha for Riang. followed by J .3L2. 

1.18 and 1.11 ha for Tripuri. Halam and Jamatia respectively. The 

percentage of area under irrigation WRS 18.27 percent whjch 

implied that most of the tribal household is dependent on rainfed 

agriculture. 

Paddy was the main crop in the study area. Other crops liko 

millets. sesamum. mustard. maize and veqetables were also crown 

by the tribal households. The average cropping int.ensity was only 

125.38 percent. The paddy and mixed paddy occupy 75 percent of 

the cropped area. The findings of the study estahljnhed th~ Over 

Whelming importance of paddy cultivation follow~d by the tribals 

of the region. 

There was no much difference in the net income realised hy 

~ipuri. Jamatia and Halam communities for one hectare of erODe 

eXcept Riang community whose net. income from one hectarp. of crOD 

"'as lowest. It might be due to maximum percentaqc of land under 

jhtun cultivation by the cOIlIllunjty. 
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Forest activities 

The most important forest product is bamboo. on which the 

tribal dependence is enormous. Both male and female population of 

different communities were engaged in forest activjticF. They 

collect minor forest produce. broom sticks. cane3. medicinal 

bulbs. resins. channa mohua seeds and flowern. etc. from thc 

forest. The closeness and participation of the entire trib~l 

community on the surrounding forest is maximum. 

VALUE OF ASSETS 

Though land is 

sample households. A 

a prized possession Bnd owned by. all t .he 

considerable pronortion of the 1 a71ci 

under shifting cultivation. no value could be fix~d for ~he l~nn. 

The other important assets includes dwellinq house. follcved hv 

live stock. agricultural implements and non agricultural assets. 

Of the total live stock owned by the sample households. the 

number of poultry was maximum at. 4R.53 percent. follow('d by ~hecp[) 

and goats. Vias and milch animal. This indicates th . _ e dOP~~dnncc 

of tribal conmunities on live stock rearing. Th£) maximum -,umber 

of poultry birds kept by the tribals might be for the purp~3e of 

performing pujas in different occasions through out the year. 

INCOME 

Inc~~ includes income from farm and off far . 
... 4Uv m :1 ~C()Jne . 



- 120 -

Incomes received from agriculture and allied activities form 

49.70 per cent. where as income from non agricultural activities 

3nd forestry contributed 23.04 and 17.26 percent of the iotal 

income respectively. Though forestry adds considerable DroDorti0n 

:0 the total household employment. the :income war; not th;3t. 

significant in proportion to their involyement in forest.rv 

::'ecause of the low price paid for the forest produce ann 

exploitation by the traders. The per capita disposable income was 

=alculated as Rs 2175.86 per year. The community wise per r.apjta 

disposable income was found to be highest for Tripuri followeci. bv 

Jamatia. Ring and Halam communities respectively. 

MAGNI1UDE OF POVERTY 

About 65 percent of the total trjbal families wcrn h 1 ,; e ow 

poverty line. Community wise. the magnitude of poverty Wil!1 

highest with 71.43 percent familjes below poverty line in Balam 

communities followed by 69.23. 66.67 and 60 percent for Jnrnatia. 

Riang and Tripuri cOIIJllunities respectively. ThUD the findinas 

present the extent of absolute D.overtv. I'nea . se of tribal 

communities as a whol e for the West Tri,Dura dl'~t . t 
n rlC The G' . '. , Jnl 

concentration ratio was calculated to find out extent of 

inequality of income distribution among different cntcaorje~ of 

tribal households. The Gini Co-efficient was found to be mor() 

than 0.5 in case of all the tribal communitjofl indjcntjng hiuher 

degree of disparities in income distrihution within the filmilil"!:1 

Of different communities. 
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CONSUMPTION 

Expenditure on food articles was highest for all th~ 

communities followed by expenditure for beverages. clothincr. 

education and social functions respectively. Total non food jtems 

accounted only 28.40 percent of the total expenditure. Th0 

expenditure on items like intoxic~nts and socio-r~liajouB 

cremonies accounted major chunk of the expenditure under non food 

items. 

The dimension of inequ~lities in consumption expenditure "'~f> 

marked for mostly non food items in all categories of tribal 

cODDlunities. The higher Gini concentration rntio confirmed th ~ 

inequalities in the level of livinq within the cormmmitics. 

The marginal propensity to consume was highest for TrjnlJri 

cODDlunity followed by Jamatia. Rianq and Halam communities. Thus 

the study support the hypothesis that the mRrginal propcnsitv to 

consume in case of tribal households is very high. 

SAVINGS 

The .-oncept of savin~s is much difficult_ t.o d .... f· '-' _ ,;; ln~ ann m-.~rn 

so to measure in case of tribal households. Th e expenditure 

exceeded the income in case of all the catenories of trip~] 

households. indicating dissavinq in all the cases. the diss3vinn 

was highest for Tripuri cOllJIlunity followed by Halam.Jamati~ and 

Riang communities respectively. These diss3vings most Probably 
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b . from traders and money lenders in tho are made by orrowlngs 

area. 
Thus the findings supports the hypother.j~ that the~o is 

dissaving among all the tribal communities. 

EMPLOYMENT 

The main sources of employment. in t.lle selected area were 

engagement exclusively in agriculture. agriculture and non

agricultural activities. exclusively non agricultural activjties. 

agriculture non agriculture and forest activitien. and 

exclusively in forest activjties. The most dominant sour~c~ of 

employment as per the number of earners from total earnina 

population was exclusively agriculture for all the trihfll 

communities. But taking number of man days per worker into 

consideration agriculture do not provide enough emplo~~ent 

opportunities for all the coo:munities of tribal household in t.hn 

study area. The average employment per worker varies from lOJ.74 

to 115.11 mandays. The findinqs therefore clearly indicates the 

inadequacy of avenues of employment whether on tlle farm 0r on 

other allied activities within the region. Thin micrht r~ th~ 

cause of growing insurgency in west Tripura djstrict and Tt-jp\lra 

state as a whole. 

The Factors Influencing Employment 

The regression co-efficient jndicated th~t farm nize 6nd non 

farm income were the most important factors contrihutincr incr~anp. 

in employment. Regression coeffi('!ient for other vurinhlc }i}i;e 
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intensity of cropping and Dummy variable equcatj.0n were found 

positive but not significant. Thus it can be jnferred fr·om tIH~ 

regression analysis that factors like farm size. non farm inr.ome 

have got positive and significant contr:ibution for employment 

generation in the tribal areas of West Tripura district in 

Tripura state. The contributjon of Dummy variable cducat.jcn 

found to be limited for Tripuri and Jamatia communities in the 

study area while the contributjon for jntensjty of croppina wus 

not found significant in any categories of trib~l households_ 

CONCLUSIONS AND POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Based on the findings of the study the followina concll' _ ,., 
- .s 1 r:::n..) 

emerged for taking appropriate policy measures for improvina the 

living conditions of the tribals in study area. 

1 . Development of Land for aqricultural 
purpOSf>~ is 

generally very costly in the hilly tracts of West TriDllra 

district. This has limited the scope for jncrcdBe in 

settled agriculture with individual farmers_ Moreover +-h '-, c 

resource framework is not generally strong eno\loh for d~Vf.'1or:no 

any sizeable area for cultivation and opportunity costs are not 

favourable to developmental investment. Therefore incrf'a$~ in 

productivity from the unit area by watershed management. imnroved 

technology and supply of credit can improve t.hejr incoTn{> from 

agriculture in the Btudy area. 
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2. High investment in settled dqricl1lture has forced tho 

tribals to follow the old tradition of jhumjng practicen. ~n the 

shifting cultivation has become a way of life. the tribaln may b~ 

advised scientifically to increase the productivity from tho ihl~ 

land and may be supplied with some seedlings of plantation crop~ 

freely to plo.nt in the jhums. Shifting cultivation couP]od with 

high rainfall in the region have been responsible for he~vy 

floods and soil erosion causing enormous ]os~es. Th]'~ b ..... can 0 

checked by contour cultivation pro.ctices which also can provido 

employment to the tribals in the area. 

3. The transfer of lands from tribals to non tribals is to 

be checked forth-with and the transferred land from tho triha)s 

to non tribals may be refunded by legislative measures t.o 
- provl (lE~ 

an economic holding size to each farmer. 

4. Results of different develoomental activitl'O~ ~ . . ., ... reo not 

being realised by the tribal beneficiaries because of il]it~racv 

There fore co-ordinated effort should be made to increase the 

1 leve ls and level of education in the area, B i teracy (\s j C' schC".o 1 

with boarding facilities (Ashram type) and When eVer requirod 

. I should be Dn d day mea s provided to attract tribal Youth d . . an 

children for formal education. 

5. Human resource development and st.rategy for man power 

Planning is very much important to reduce the t;rrowinCT inSlln.lenr:v 

in the area. The high unemployment and less OPP0rt\lnjt.j(':~ t0r 
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employment has caused frustration among the youth ilnd they hClYO 

indulged in subversive activities with out any ideoloaicn} 

inclination. There fore proper training nnd education with 

adequate employment opportunities can posjtively rnduc:~ tlle 

tension in the region. 

6. The vast forest resources which supply Consjd~rab]n 

amount of employment and earnings. must be protected for 

sustainable use of forest resources. A comprehensive Burvev of 

the forest resources is required besides a big afforostation 

programme should be launched to stabilise it.s fruoilc ccc..syst~m 

and present loss of valuable soils with people's p~rticicdtjon. 

Forest produces should be collected from t.he t.rjhu].;. bv ~()_ 

operatives. which can minimise the exploitation of tribals frem 

the traders and money lenders. 

7. The regional economy is aqrnrian in character with 

majority of population depending on llgricu} ture nnd ::lll:if'd 

activities. Therefore special efforts are needed to a~uQrate 

th fo r ra.oid industri~lization which can nrovl'd e pace . C e-nnt]ch 

emplOYment opportunities to the tribals without disturbin~ their 

heritage and culture. Small scale industries hnsed on locol]v 

available natural resources may be promoted in the area. 

8. The social inequaljtje~ 
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identified In various areas of social life like income and 

consumption expenditure within and between different t.ribal 

groups. There fore an equitable distribution of lncome bv 

providing employment opportunities either in private. puh}i" 

sector or by self employment schemes. at least for one m~mbcr in 

e~ch fruni ly can improve the ljvin9 conditions of tribaJ 

households in the state. 

9. The experience of the trjb~ls for maintainin9 live st.ocK 

population may be exploited. They may be provided with imnrovcd 

breed of poultry. 

can be maintained 

grazing land nearby. 

goats. sheeps. pigs and milch cattlcs. whi"h 

profitably because of ~vail~bilitv of t V\l:> 

10. Last but not the least. the cmphaGj~ on 
horticultural and,;:. plC!.!1tation crops to produco Sufficient 

quantities of fruits. essential oils. rubber and vccretablc8. 

which can ultimately create scope for aqro-proce3sod industry in 

the area and improve the economic conditions of the t.rjha1 

households and can provide effective employment opportunities to 

them. 
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