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CHAPTER 1

ITNTIRODUCTL L. ON

-

India has the largest concentration of tribal nopulation

any where in the world except perhaps in Africa. Accordinag to the

1981 census. the population of scheduled tribe of the countrv g

5.16 crores®. constituting about 7.76% of the total ponulation

Approximately one tribes man per every thirteen ITndions . o oty

whole it is estimated that the predominant tribhal areac COmnyiea

of about 15 percent of the total geographical area of oty

country. The various economic programs therefore

have heeon

implemented in the tribal areas by union and state aovarnmant

through different agencies, Not. only to  eliminate  t)e

exploitation but also ensure faster growth rate of triha) CCanonNy,

Tribals in India. geographically and culturalilyv apeaking Y~

at widely different stages of social as well as economi o

development and their problems differ from area to arecn aHpq ~ven

within their own group. The north-eastern region of Tndia which

composed of seven hilly states is predominantly inhahiteq v

different tribal communities. Tripura a land of beautv. which has
an  uniquo featuro of cultural heritaagen i

e of b e Ty,

sisters in the north eastern vegion. It is in Ehe farthest corqa,.

of the country and three fourth of this  bhomndary b )y,



contiguous with Bangladesh. 1Its total area is 10.486 sa. km.?=.
Tripura 18 relic of once powerful kingdom of the name mentionod

in the great Sanskrit epic Mahabharata and coming down to the

historic period in the Ain-i-Akbari.

According to the primary census report 1991. the total number
of tribal population in the state is 8.53.345 with a percentaqge
of 30.94. whereas in 1941. the tribal population wam 2.56.99]

with a percentage of 50.09 percent®. Which was marginally highor

than non-tribal population.

There are nineteen communities of tribal in Tripura. of wvihom
Tripuries are numerically the largest tribe. The other
~important tribes are Riang. Jamatia. Halam. Noatias. Kukis,
Lushais. and Chakmas etc. There are also some tribals l1ke Munda .
Oorang. Santal. Bhil. Lepcha. Bhutia. Chaimal who  have heon
migraté& from the tribal belts of Orissa. Bihar. Madhva Pradesh

and other distant part of the country to work in the tea gardens

of Tripura.

Till- the country attend independence. the tribala societjegq
were kept in isolation in the guise of non intaerfereance with
their traditional socio-political system and to preseyve theijr
cultural heritage. In pursuance of this policy. no btanaibie
development programmes have been implemented in the tribal arean

of the country as well as in the state of Tripura. However yity



the advent of independence the policy of isolating tribals was
reversed and various measures were 1initiated in the state to
bring them into main stream of the social and economic life of
the state while taking enough care to cause minimum djisturbance

to the balance achieved by the tribals with the nature and to

preserve the traditional values of the tribal societies.

Poverty and unemployment have co-existed with tribal

communities from centuries. The eradication of poverty
necessiates. execution of special action plan in phased manner to
reduce the magnitude of unemployment in the economy. Manv

research studies conducted in other states at national level

suggests that unemployment is the cause and consequence of

poverty and the magnitude of poverty has been more glaring in

backward regions. where skewed distribution of means of

productions has made the poor tribals to become poorer day by

day. The state of Tripura being one such backward region in the

country is no exception to that. Underdeveloped agriculture.

emall scale cottage 1industries has accentuated the sjituation

further. Therefore. households devoid of means of production

dapend largerly on either wage employment or on nature. for their
existence. This group constitute the down-troddent volunerahle
gection of the society. comprising mainly the scheduled tribes

and other economically backward classes,



Amongst these classes. tribals are one of the ignoraed
section of the poverty striken masses who have taken out arms and
also 1involved 1in the insurgency activities in the state. The
magnitude of the backwardness of the tribals can not simply he
imagined without seeing the environment in which the tribalsg live
in. and their socio economic back ground. Most of the tribals
have their habitates in hilly isolated and difficult terrains and
these areas are 8till inaccessible such absence of motivatian
and demonstration effect has not brought about any change in
their standard of living. And by & large the tribals manage thejir

existance with living standard much below the poverty 1line.

Considering the state of Tripura it may be added here that
the state is highly deficit in respect of food production even if
the main occupation of the people is agriculture. The settieq

cultivation in the state 1is over saturated further ag A

consequence of heavy pressure of immigrants on lang. there hasa
been a rising trend in the transfer of land from the tribal tq
the non tribal farmers. The tribal farmers started depending more

on jhum cultivation. According to the jumia SUrvey report the

fully Jumia family is 21.677 and partly Jumia family 1is 33.372

and have the Jumia population of about 2.88.390 numbers in the

gtate. The report shows the little progressive wark ahout

resettlement of Jumia family has done by different department of



the state Government. The total number of Jumia families

resettled upto the end of seventh five vear plan is 17.483

numbers.

The tribal pockets have remained backward inspite of the
jmplementation of various developmental programmes with respect
to their economic activity and living standards. Living in an
inaccessible area devoid of communications and contacts with the
outside world has restricted the outlook of the tribal people and
their philosophy did not developed to the required extent. And
many of them are not even aware of the rapid economic development
taken place in the other parts of the state. Their needs are

limited and the means are also limited. leading to the

development of a bare subsistence economy. As a result. these
tribal areas have become pockets of atagnation and object of
poverty within the state and have not been able to keep pace with
the development of other non tribal groups in the state. Much has
been done and yet. many things needs to be done to the

socioeconomic status of tribals in the state.

It 1is therefore in the fitness of things. desired necessaryv

to make an indepth study on the socio economic status of the

tribals of Tripura with particular reference to their level of
employment. income and 1living standards and bring out certain
policy issues pertaining to 1investment decisions of the

Government and other national and international organisations.



OBJECTIVES

To s8tudy the farm and family structure of different

categories of tribal households.

2. To estimate the level of income and consumption of triba)
house holds.

3. To study the level of emplovment among the tribal house
holds. .

4. To study the marginal propensity to consume and extent of
saving or desavings among the tribal house holds.

HYPOTHESIS

1. There exits disparity of income among different
categories of tribals.

2. The marginal propensity to consume in case of triba)
house holds is very high.

3. There exists unemployment and under employment among the
tribal house holds.

4.

The income distribution and consequent consumption is the
reflection of greater degree of poverty. that is
prevalent among the tribal house holds.

D WN =

Primary cenusus report 1981.

Primary census abstract. 1991. National Informatic Centre.
Insurgency in Tripura by S.R. Bhattacharjee.

Jumia Survey report 1987. Govt. of Tripura.
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CHAPTER II

REVIEW OF LITERATURERE

Roviow of litorature plays a vital role in gleenina out
information about the works done in the past. the selection of.
analytical procedures followed. the strong and week points and
findings of such studies provides valuable guidences 1in
formulating the theoritical framework of research at the time of

investigation.

In this chapter. some of the recent research works done on
various aspects of socio economic characteristics. employment and
level of living of tribal households have been reviewed. For the
sake convenience. studies reviewed have been classified and
presented under the following three sub-heads. viz.

(a) B8ocioeconomic characteristics
(b)) Employment

(c) Leoeveol of living
(a) Socio economic characteristics.

The social environment is most importent in shapping and
developing the culture and economy of a society man is subijected

to a continious learning process since his childhood. which

eventually provides him with certain wage of Jlivinag to a

perticular group of people or society. The tribal societv which

was very much secluded from out side world is underacina a

radical change which requires periodical revew from time to time



A number of research scholars have attempted to examine the

scio economic characteristics on these basis. a review of whose
works 1s given below.
Prakash (1976)* is of the view that the massive poverty

prevalent in India can be tackled simply by introducing

traditional economic measures like public works programme and the

similar measures as suggested in the Approach document to the

Fifth Plan. Increase in national income and a more equitable

distribution of it to the weaker sections of the society

supplemented by a comprehensive public distribution system to

distribute food. cloth and essential commodities are the

solutions to the problem. The Economic Classification Scheme is a
proagramme of action which may be adopted as a practical solution

to effect equitable distribution of wealth under the present

conditions which would give immediate results. It may be pointed

out that if this scheme is implemented. it will be possible to

raise the levels of living of all families living below poverty
line to above the poverty line within a period of 5 to 10 vears.
The Economic Classification Scheme shall also provide a base for
systematic economic administration and

also equitable

distribution of wealth to the poor masses and it mavy also bhe

regarded as the first step towards the achievement of a socialist

economy. which is the declared objective of our country.

1. B.A.Prakash.” Romoval of proverty'". A New Strateqy. Yoijana.
1976 (October). pp.11-12.



Adiseshiah (1982)= has suaggested several measures in

fighting poverty in rural India. According to him. the asset
distribution in ownership of cattle. equipment and machinery as
get forth should be fully and faithfully implemented on co-
operative basis and the present loopholes of the land reform
legislation through which whole troop of elephants are walking
out should be <closed. It is important that those who are most
destitute. the bottom 20 per cent of the people should be helped

first. Absolute priority should be given in pulling up out of

poverty those living in destitution.

Borah. P.N and Mishra. B (1984)> _in their study on the

impact of integrated jhumia development project on changing the

socio economic situation of hill-tribals of Karbi-Anaglong

district of Assam concluted that the tribals should have proper

education both 1litrally and functionally as to under stand the

propar oducation of ohallenge and to take up the management of

the departmental programmes with vigour and onthusiasm. Perfect

co~ordination 18 to bo maintained between various development

programmes to accelerate the proces of development in the

backword tribal areas.

2. M.S.Adiseshiah. "Dimensions of War on Povertvy". Mainstream.
1982, Vol .XXI. No.17. pp. 14-20.

3. .’ Borah and B.Mishra (1984). Impact of Integrated jumia
development projecl on  changing tLthe soclio cconomic

gituation hill tribals of Karbhi-

Anglong district.
Asssam. (M.Y9c. thesis).,
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Gangui. J.B. (1985)2. He observed entry into diversification
of productive activities was vital for the survival of the tribal
of the state. not to speak of improving upon their economic
conditions. because heavy influx of refugees from E&st Pakistan
in to the state led to tremendous pressure on land and the
natural resources to -which the tribal so long had easy access.
Ovek and above. such an attempt for diversification of economic

activities should be helpful in accelerating the social mobility

of the tribesman in the environment of Tripura.

Jahgirdar. M.P. (1986)2 According to him the north eastern

region. being a late entrant in the development field with unique

characteristics and aboundant resources calls for an innovative

approach which could synthesise tradition and modernity for the

harmoneous development of the two. This means that more and more

people should be taken into confidence and development should

become peoples priority rather than that of the government. More

functional education. transformation of attitudes. motivation

programme are the basic needs. Unless a desire for economic and

social development 1is unculcated among the people. schemes will

be of less relevance.

4. J.B. Ganguli (1985) "Pattern of occupational structure of the

tribal population in Tripura'". Parisankhyan Barta. Vol - T.
No. - 2. April - Sept.

M.P.Jahagirdan (1986) Problems of Rural development

| ) in North
Faot rogion Kurukshetra Vol =-xxxiv. No-8.

May-19006 .



The  schemes gshould  be prepared keceping in view Lhe tarvaet

groups for whom they are meant. The guidlines of the schemes

should be flexible and should not becaome norms when they reach

state or district levels. As for as possible it should be tried

te) fat the schemeg in their social frame work rather than

disigning them to fit in the official frame work. The tribal

pooplo ara liko toddlorns. Onco thoy loarn to walk., thoy mav ovaon

run. but we should not make them to walk before they could stand.

Sagar (1987)°% et al.. stated. whether asset redistributive

measures or employment schemes are better for poverty

alleviation. This also has implication on the redistributive

policies. In a state where the land owner operator small farmer

carns less than the landless rural labourers distribution of land

or agoets  in small  guantity may  not be  of much help. Such

mapsr o vwould  dmply  diversion to activities. wheih up to now

hhave  uhown lower oarnings. Farthormore. 1t would tie up a laraor

numbpber to land thusg affecting their migration to more lucrative
areas. Ouch migration has been a cushion against the inhosnitable

nature as well as the inhospitable economic environment in a

larage part of the state.

6. S.0agar. Kanta Ahuja and V.S5agar."Poverty among Tdentified

Weaker Sections in Raisthan'. Fconomic and political
Weck by 1907 Vool XXTT . No. 6, pp.a.70 A1



Mahalingam (1988)7 According to him tribal development han
reached a critical stage and has assumed an added significance in
the context of the high priority accorded to social justice in
the new planning effort. Some of the tribal groups have remained
completely untouched by the process of economic development and
some have even been adversely affected by it. It is there fore to
take a fresh work at the tribal situation in the hin tracts.
review the strategy of development and define the total nooded

national effect with a view of making tribal communities equal

partners in all spare of national life.

Singh(1989)2 has analysed the impact of emnlovment schemes
on poverty. He suggested that more representation of the poor and
the implementation of the programme would be positive step to
success the programme. It would be more realistic to fix the
poverty line 1limit for IRD programme for a particular five year
period with reference to the price level of the year immediately
preceding that Five Year Plan. There is an urgent need for making

effective steps by the individual banks to ensure sapeedy

implemenpation of instructions of the Reserve Bank of Tndia.
There 18 also need to impart extension education to the TRDP

beneficiaries about the detailed terms and conditions of loans

received by them from the banks. It is suggested that due

7. Mahalingam (1988). Kurukshetra vol xxxvi. No. 4. Jan. 1988).

8. Prahalad Singh."Impact of Employment Schemes on Poverty'.

Indian Journal of 8ocial Research. 19689. Val-XXX. No.J,
pp.279-303.
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importance should be given to the development of infrastructure

and environment along with the uplift of an individual.

Sharma (1989)° . observed a number of factors. which might be
responsible for poverty in the sample villages. They are

illiteracy. unemployment. sole dependence on agriculture. lack of

irrigation facilities. low productivity in the agricultural
sector. large family exploitation. indebtedness. dependence on
others. domination. laziness. lack of farsightedness and

determination and landlessness. Thus. they also say that if
poverty 1is to be removed. the Government must help the poor-
through economic aid - and/or give them some employment. As they
observe that the benefits of the present schemes are not only
part and they do not reach the genuine cases. They suggest that
arrangements should be made to help the poor directly or through
the punchayat and corruption among officials should be checked.
In order to provide employment. the government should establish
industries and spread education. Some of them suggest land
distribution from absentee landlords to landless workers -
efforts to save the poor from debt bondage. family planning and
migration as other methods of removing poverty. A few of them
talk about the policy of protective discrimination am a part of

comprehensive policy to remove poverty.

Bhattacharya. 3.R. and Gupta. D.N(1989)2° Concluded in their

study on Tribal insurgency in Tripura Concluded that 31.9 percent

9. A.K.Sharma. "What the poor think about their" poverty-A
socio- hvcholoclcal study. The Indian Jou i
Work. 1989. vol. 1. No.2" pp. 171-182. rnal of = Social
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of tribals were emploverd in the government survices to the

emplovement. The % of cultivator. agricultural laburer. house

hold industry. other workers and marginal workers were 23.14.

10.38. 0.08. 2.5. and 5.10 percent to the respective population.

Bihari (1989)212 indicated that in 1984. there was 735.6

milion persons in the country. which increases to 796.6 milion in

1988. Of those . more than three-fourth (about 77 per cent )

lived in rural areas. Per capital national income at 1980-81

prices amouting to Rs. 1786.5 increased to Rs. 1918.1 in 1987-88.
but the disparity between rural and urban levels of per capital

income had been vary wide. As againsed Rs. 2305 for urban

population. per capital income for rural population amountad ro

Rs. 620. The percentages of populaton leaving below the porverty

line in diffrent state has been markedly varied from 49.5 per

cent in Bihar to 46.2 per cent in Madhya pradesh and 45.3 per

cent in Uttar pradesh. It was only 13.8 per cent population in

Punjab. 16.3 per cent in Jammu & Kashmir and 23.5 per cent in

Assam lived below the poverty line.

Biswal. S.K and Kar. L.N (1989)*2 concluded that maijority of

the tribals are marginal. the avrage monthly income of whom

10. S.R.Bhattacharva and D.N.Gupta.

(1988). Tribal Insurgency in
Tripura.

11. Bipin Behari. "Alleviation of Rural Poverty (Review of period
1984-89)" . Kurukhetra. 1989. Vol. XXXVI. No. 12. PP. 30-36.

12, H.K.Bloowal and [,,N,Kar (1909). Tmpact of extension educat fon
on the s8socio economic development of tribals of

Niligiri block pf Balasore District of Orissa. M.Sc
thenis.



ranges between Rs 300 to Rs 1000. most of the tribals having some

size of land holding do not depend on their land for their

livelihood. lack of credit facilities and unavailability of

inputs in time along with small size of land holding limits the

dovolopment of tribals particularly in the field of agriculture.

Bose. A. et al.(1990)2> According to them there were

1.04.771 nos of male cultivators and 30.408 nos of female

cultivators in the state. where as 40030 nos of male tribal

agriculture labour and 20.586 nos of female agriculture labours.

Only 2594 nos of male and 3192 nos of females were engaged in

live stock. forestry. fishing. plantation etc. Again only 226 nos

of male and 280 nos of female were engaged in house hold industry

in the state. During the year 2981.

Ram.V.J (1990)24 has analysed the causes. which directly or

indirectly contributed to the breeding and the perpetuation of

poverty. He started that simple failure on the part of the social

system to respond the simple 8socio-economic requirement as

exemplified in erroneous projections of crop vield. fuel needs.

market behaviour. birth rate etc.. brake down of transpotation.

irrationality of social institutions and cultural biases amount

numerous others. all of which countributed to poverty. The

poverties also often attributable to natural causes such as

13. Asish Bose. Tiplut Mongbri and Nikkilesh Kumar. "Tribal
Demography and development in north east India.1990. P.P 116.

14, Talk by Dr. V.J. Ram. "Chief Social Development Division".

United Nations. Thailand at Planary Session on Sum-theme-1TT.
pp. 164 7470,



drought. excessive rainfall. erthquake and other natural

disasters as wel as to certain normal human condition such as

extreme youth and aging needs no alaboration. Nor does the fact
that perverty can result from certain personal attributes such as
low level of intelligence. lack of employment skills. performance

of life styles not conductive to financial security etc.

Rao. S.N. and Kar. L.N (1991)2*3 Concluded in their study
that. to improve the socio economic condition of the tribal
people. they must be educated Education must be given priority
basis. Modern technology is to be reached to them and interest 1in

the welfare of the tribal community must be raised.

Heggade. O.D (1992)2% According to him the V50'S5 have the
potentiality of working catalysh in ‘transforming our tribal
areas. Thus sincere efferts should be made to increase their
scale of operations by a liberal policy of grant -in-aid and
initiating measures for eliminating the problems and difficulties
encountered by them. Appropriate intensive schemes should be
implemented to increase the number of committed voluntary social
workers as well as organisations. Thus it could not be ignored
that a revitalized network of VS50's cluld be undessiable assets
for implementing a honot of dovelopmoent nchemon under the prement

"Sub-Plan" approach for tribal development and welfare.

15. S8.N.Rao and L.N.Kar (1991) extent of socio economic change

the tribals of Mahendragiri region of Ganjam District.
Orissa. M.Sc thesis.

16. Odoyar D.Heggade (1992) Role of V30 in tribal

dovelopment,
Kurukshetra Vol- xxx. No -13. April 1992.



"Socio economic analysis of shifting cultivation in

Sahoo. S5.C and Dash. B.B (1992)*7 in their study on the

Tribal arcas

of Koraput District in Orissa." suggested that.

(a) Tho Ltribal mugt to be educaled Lo a minimum of ovrimary
level. This <can be achieved by voluntary particination

in
residental school.
(b) In formal education of adult tribals throuuh extension
personel should be strengthened.
(c) The knowledge lovel of the tribal in modern techoiague
of crop production should have to be incrcased through
intensive efforts by government as well as voluntary

agencies.

Singh. A. (1994128 Suggested for setting up of a cattle

shed. providing better sanitation facility [for storage and
provision for drinking water. setting up of Dbio-gas plant.
nursery to improve the standard of livinug of the trijhals,
(b) Employment

The Second MAgricultural Labour Enqguiry (1956 57) and the
25th round of tho National Sample Survey (1970-71)'° ranortnm

pointed out that among the total male members

section.

of the weaker

only 5.7 per cent of time was spent in unemnlovment due

17.

18.

19.

S.C Sahoo and B.B Dash (1992). The socio economic analyvsis

of shifting cultivation in Tribal areas of Koraput district
in Orissa. M.Sc. thesis.

A.Singh  (1994) Housing projoct for a pramibtiave  tribe,
Jojana. Vol-38. No-6. April-1994.

Govornmont of India(1971) ."Cabinnt Doecrobtar jat " Tha
National Sample Survey Report of Fiap ) ovinent and
Unemployment-25th Round (Manager of DPublications. Hew

Delhi).



to the search for work for 12.5 per cent of the time. they were

'in gainful employment for about 8.2 per cent of their time. In

1970-71. the male labour force was unemploved for about 6.8 per
cent of the time as against 14 per cent in 1956-57. National
Sample Survey (25th round) prepared data on activity states which

shows that the annual labour force participation days per person

in case of weaker section are high.

Raji purshit (1974)2° in his evaluation study of SFDA

analysed the impact of the programme in the employment of the

beneficiaries

After the implementation of the programme under three major
schemes namely. individual wells. dairy development and sheep
rearing. The study

revealed that the total numnber of davs per
household increased for periods 1972-73 to 1973-74 were from 649

to 762 for the individual wells category. from 539 to 633 for

dairy development and from 974 to 1092 for shop rearing. The

number of labour days employed per household increased

significantly for male adult workers in tho case of all the three

categories. The labour days for male non-adults increased in case

of the individual wells and seep reaeing categories and slightly

declined in the case of dairy development category. The labour

days for the female adults increased in the cane of the

individual well and dairy development and slightly decelined in

the case of the s8sheep rearing and those for the non-adults

20. A.R.Raje Purshit."Evalution of ©Small
Agency" .
74) .

Farmers Development.
Mysore District. Karnataka State (1972-73 to 1973-
Gokhle Institute Mimeograph. Series No.19. pn.38.
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declined in the <case of the sheep rearing and thooe for non-

adults declined in the case of individual wells category and

increased in the latter two case.

Aiyaswami and Natrajan(1980)22 in their study on employment

" pattern of labour force in Coimbatore Taluk have shown the range

and the level of employment. unemployment and underemployment
among the rural households engaged 1in agricultural and non-

agricultural activities,

The employment sStatus expressed in terms of days of full
employment exhibited inter-village differences as could be

expected. 1In all. out of 177 earners in agriculture. only 50 had

employment for 200 days and more. Majority in the earner group
experienced unemployment and/or underemployment at some point of
time in the Yyear. The enquiry had clearly indicated that the

extent of unemployment got minimised substantially in villages

having fairly stable irrigation facilities. adopting labour
intensive crop-miX and successive crop rotations complemented by

dairying and possessing industrial centres.

Singh (1981)22 found that the artisans had the highest

employment among diffrent rural workers with 262.88 man-davs of

21. P.K.Aiyaswami and B.Nataranjan."Employmoent pattern of labour
force in Coimbature Taluk." Centre for Agriculture and Rura)

Development Studies. Tamilnadu Agriculture University.
Coimbature. 1980. p. 50.

22. R.P.8ingh."Structure of Employment
Workers in Punjab". Report on Seminar on Structure of

Employment among different Rural Workers of Punijab: A Case
Study. PAU. Ludhiana. 1981. p. 1-9. "

among different Rural
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employment per year. They were employed for 73.02 per cent of the

days in a vear which is very close to our ideal of full time

employment of 75 per cent days. But the level of employment of

agricultural labourers. marginal farmers was comparatively low

with only 50.35 and 52.47 per cent of the days in employment in a

vear. He has also assessed the impact of SFDA on employment

generation of different rural workers. He found that. none of the

sampled agricultuural labourers. artisans and marginal farmes got
the benifits of various special programmes formulated for their

benefits. The various

employment generating programmes of SFDA

failed to reach the target group because of

their lack of
knowledge about the programme.

Ggrewal and Sidhu (1981)22  in their study found that the
level of employment of landnless labourers in Bangrur district.

Punjab. was quite high for male workers and low for female

workers. A male landless labourer gets employment for 270 days in

a yvear as compared to 131 days of emplyment for female labourers.

The male labourers got maximum employment in paddy
transplantation. harvesting threshing

anf other intercultural

operations. whereas. female workers got maximum employment in

paddy transplantation. harvesting and cotton pickinag. The second

half of the year provided more employement than firnt half. They

have also observed that these landless labourer prefer contract

23. P.S.Grewal and I1.5.S5idhu.”"A Study into the pattren of
employment and wage structure in Puniab Agriculture."'":A Case
Study. "Report on Seminer

on Structure of Emplovment and
Wages in Rural India.” PAU. Ludhiana. July. 1981. pp. 1-13.
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wages in paddy transplantation. harvesting and threshing because.
it provides additional employment opportunities to family members
irrespective of age and sex.

Singh et al. (1981)24 have analysised the time spent on
various activities seasonality in work by male and female members
of small and large farming households. They found that the males
from small farms have gainfully employed for nearky 56 per cent
of their time. This figure is slightly higher in the case of
large farms. However. in the case of female members. half of
their time 1is wutilised for social and family affairs. Further
analysis of the time spent on gainful work shows that crop
production and tending of cattle are the major activities.
October is the most busy month for crop production activity for
persons of both the sexes and for both sizes of farms. Other
activities of gainful employment are exanging and/or hiring out
labour. The unigue feature of hills is that female do not hire
out their labour through they do participate in exchanéing their
labour. Both these activities consume 3 per cent of total time.
The most timeconsuming and unproductive but necessary activity
performed by female is social and family affairs. The time

allocated to this activity by female is the same (about S50 per

cent) on all size of farms.
Subramanyam(1984122 in his study found that the problem of

open unemplovment does not appear in its chronic form. The real

24. D.V.Singh. M.S.Rathore and R.Swarup. "Seasonality of
Exployment in Hill Agriculture" .Report on Saminar on
structure of Emplovment and Wages in Rural Indian. PAU.
Ludhiana. July. 1981. pp. 1-15.

25. S.Subramaniyam."Levels and Dimensions of Unemployment. 1984.
Vol.3. No.4. pp. 338-344.
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problem in the rural and urban areas is underemployment. This 1s
more so in the case of females. The incidence of unempioyment is
higher among females both in the rural and urban areas. He has
found that labour households are subjected to the higher
incidence of unemployment. These households account for about 90

per cent of the rural unemployment and 55 per cent of the urban

unemp loyment even though their shares in total workers are much
lower. Hence. any employment programme should give top priority
to labour households. The pattern of development influences the
incidence of unemployment. Mere agricultural development cannot

solve the problem of rural unemployment and hence. rural

industrialisation should also be emphasised.

Bhuyan and Mohapatra (1984)2¢ in their study found that the
financial assistance to the tune of Rs. 1500 to each beneficiary

houusehold under ERRP programme with 75 per cent subsidy and Rs.

1800 under IRD programme with 33 per cent subsidy with

differential rate of interest (4 per cent in case of the former

and 12.5 per cent in case of latter)

provided emplovment

opportunity to 3.2 units of labour as against 1.26 units per day

during pre-investment period. showing thereby an increase of 252

per cent. An indepth analysis of the study showed that despire

encouraging achievements in the field of employment. 28 per cent

of the execess capacity remained unexploited.

26. B.Bhuyan and P.Mohapatra."an

programme in Balipu". Nischintakoli and Mahanga Block of
Cuttack District”. Seminar paper on Rural Development.
Orissa. Economic Journal. 1984. p.89.

appraisal of IRD and ERRP
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Sodhi (1987127 in a study found that the financial
assistance through IRDP had significant changes in the
occupational structure of the beneficiaries engaged in
agriculture as labourer and therein self-driven camel cart. The
decline in the proportion of households emploved 1in the
traditional wage paid occupations of agricultural sector was

significant contribution of the IRD programme.

- Chakraverty and Sharma (1987)22 have made a critical
analysis of the employment pattern of the weaker sections before
and after the execution of IRD programme. They found that total
emplovment days in IRD schemes provided additional employment

which varied from 90 man-days in case of work bullock scheme to

365 man-days in carpentary scheme. Such a vast empolyment

oppertunities created for the lanless labourers pushed up the
level of total employment days from 314.56 man-days during pre-
IRD period to 380.52 man-days in post-IRD period. This change
exhibited 20.97 per cent increase. Further. an analysis of the
extent of underemplovment showed that if varied from 8.5 per cent

landless labourers. the magnitude of unemployment varied from

7.33 to 66.87 per cent. This 1ndeed. reflects an alaraming

situation and calls immediate attention of the agencies to create

27. J.S5.S0odhi."IRDP Results of a study of evalution of the

programme”. Swai Madhpur district. Raisthan". 1987 .Journal
of Rural Development. Vol.6. No.6. 0.617.

28. M.L.Chakarverty and B.N.Sharma."Socio-economic Impact of IRD
Programme on the level of Employment".Income and Asset of
the weaker section in National District of Assam.
1987 (Masters Dissertation). Deppt. of Agril. Economics.
College of Agriculture. Bhubaneswar.
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more productive employment opportunities in the schemes financed

under IRD programme.

Bardhan (1987)2° analysising the from the national sample
survery. found that the unemployment rate in general was lower
among women that among men. possibly because of the situation of
low job prospects. women drop out of fhe current labour force
more readily. He also found that on an average. about 27 per cent
of economically active (i.e in the labour force by usual activity
status) adult females withdrew from the current labour force in
the reference week. In response to a probing gquestion asked in
the survey. it was found that aven among women who are engaged in
household work by wusual activity status. about 5 per cent
reported that they are so engaged because of non-availability of
gainful work and about 19 per cent reported their willingness to
accept addticnal work if work of their choice (like animal
husbandry. spinning and weaving. tailoring. small-scale
manufacturing and repairing etc.) 1is made available at the

women's household.

Paul (198820 in his study on Unemployment and
Underemrloyment in Rural India. found that the oproblem of
underemprloyment 1s more serious than chronic or full employment

in rural India. About one-fifth of the rural labour force was

29. P.Bardhan."Proverty and Emplovment Characteristics of Urban
Househeld in West Bengal." Econcmic and Political Weekly.
1987 . pp.1496-1502.

30. Satya Faul ."nemployment and Underemplovment in Rural

India". Zconomic and Political Weekly. 1988. Vol . XXII.
No.29. pn.1475-83.
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underemployed during 1977-78. Severe underemployment was least
prevalent and marginal underemployment was most prevalent. The
rates of unemployment and underemployment for females are higher
than that for males. whcih shows that the Job opportunities for
females are limited in rural areas. Over the period 1977-78 to
1983. the ususal status of unemployment and underemployment rates
have declined considerably in the rural sector as whole. While
there is some increase in the rates of moderate and severe
underemployment rates of marginal unemployment have declined
appreciably. The direction and magnitude of change in rates of
unemplovment are. however. not uniform across states. The states
like Assam. Himachal Pradesh and Punjab show an increase in the

unemplovment rates whereas. most other states show a decline.

Tilakdar et at. (1989)>1 have analysed the impact of IRDP on
employment and incéme of beneficiaries in Western Maharastra in
the drought-prone area of Manteheill of Southern district. Theyv
observed that IRDP increased the employment cf beneficiaries by
29.40 days. The non-farm employment was also higher in cae of
beneficiaries. Emplouvment function reveled that there was
positive and significant relationship between total annual family
employment and farm size. family size and number of animals and
income from non-farm employvment of beneficiaries. It was also

observesd  that  there was a positive relationship between the

total annual family income and expenditure on the crop production

31. S.N.Tilakdar. P.D.Malikner and N.N.Fathak.”Impact of IRDP on
Employment and Income of beneficiaries in Western
Maharastra."” Financing Agriculture. 1989, pp.21-24.
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and livestock. In conclusion. they have found that the IRDP made

a positive impact on the emplovment and income of the

beneficiaries.

Singh and Basnet (1990)22 have examined the relationship
between emplovement and the various factors responsible for

change in the level of employment through multiple regression

analvsis. Thev found that the regression coefficients for family
size was highly significant both in rural and urban areas. The

values of regression coefficients indicated that the employment

would increase by 37.68 and 52.06 days with one unit increase in
adult unit in the case of rural and urban households.
respectively. The variable representing number of animals was
highly significant in both the areas. The figures showed that
supply of one productive animal which raise the level of
employment to the extent of 20 to 30 days per annum both in rural
and urban areas. respectively were 0.06 and 0.04 for rural and
urban areas. respectively. indicating that non-farm emplovment
generated through IBP assistance provided higher inccme. It also
implied that non-farm employment could be generated further
through IBP assistance both in rural and urban areas.

Bahadur t al. (1992)=> have assessed ths impact of IRDP on

beneficiary's employment generation in the pre and post

32. J.P.Singh and K.Basnet."Economic Impact of Intensive Banking
Programme on the level of Income and Employment of Bank
Beneficiaries in Morang District."Nepal. (Masters
Dissertation). 1990. Deptt. of Agril. Economic. College of
Agriculture. Bhubaneswer.

()
]

T. Bahadur and Md. A. Kareem." Employment and Income
Generaticon under IRDP : Some Implications."Pigmy Economic
Review. 13892, Vol.37. No.6. pp. 1-5.



- 27 -

implementation periods of the programme. He found a definite
increase in employment in terms of average man-days per family
from the pre to pbst implementation stages. The avrage number of
man-days per annum for the small farms family before IRDP stood

at 339.33 which increased to 566.36 man—-days indicating therby an

increase of 66.90 per cent. The average number of man-days per

annum for the marginal farms group before the IRDP was 274 man-

days which increased to 417 man-days. This constitutes 77 per
cent increase in man-days employment in the post-implementation

stage. -The average number of man—-days per annum for the
agricultural labourers group was 295. which increased to 429.7
indicating thereby an increase of 45.66 per cent. This was

perhaps the lowest as compared to small and marginal farms group.

Singh. J.P. et al.(1993)34_ According to them Agriculture was
the main source of livelihood. but could sustain the sample

households for about 9-10 months a year. Forest resource was

therefore the last resort in the absence of adequate productive
employment. The study further revealed that 71 percent of Juanga
and 63 percent of the Bhuinvas were below poverty line. Literacy

percentage was 10.58 and 25.20 respectively.

(c) Level of living

The term level of living 1s used to dencote all elements. material
as well as non-material consumption for the well-being of an

individual or a group. It includes goods and services as well as

34. J.p. Singh and T. Mphanty. (1993) "Magnitude of Fovertyv.
Unemployment and living of tribal households(Juang and Bhuinva)
in Keonjhar Dist. of Orissa". Ph.D. thesis. Utkal University.

vani Vihar:
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non-meterial Dbenifits such as political security and pleasure of
family 1life. It is. however. difficult to guality the non-
meterial benefits. Most researchers studied in details the
components of food. clothing. housing. medical. education etc..
to examine the 1levels of living of people in an area. some of

these works have been reviewed in this section.

51ddiqui(1968)>> in his study concluded that under the
conditions . prevailing in Kishanpur. Bundelkhand (North India). a
consumption of 2220 calories per head per day is sufficient for
average health. His another study (Siddigqui. 1966) showed that in
a village in U.P.. the calorie consumption was 2309 per head per
day and the standard of health. there was also good. From these
two studies. it follows that in U.P. or North India. the minimum
daily requirement for average health is 2220 calories per head.
More precisely. it can be said that 2220 calories per capita per
day form a general Standard Nutrition Unit (SNU) for North India
in order to compare the nutritional standards of people living in
other wvillages of the region. However. it 1s presumed that the
diet proving ISNT consists of the variety of foodstuffs with no
adequate quantity of proteins. It is also presumed that the
essential quantities of "Protective food"” reguired to maintain
average health are also included. If the diet is sufficiently

varied. the vitamin intake will also be adequate.

35. M.F.Siddiqui.”Studies on Calories Consumption in Village.
Kishanpur. Bundelkhand."Man and India. 1968. Vol.48. pp.
174-180.



Drewnowaki (1970)13s in his study "Studies in the measurement
of levels of living and welfare”. Introduced general distinction
between levels of living and levels of welfare. The formar are
measured by indication of the fiow of goods and services to the
individuals of a society over & period of time. affecting their
welfare such as food. health. services. education. hcousing ect..
The level of 1living 1index was designed =as a unitary index
combining the several indicatoers of the flow. Population has
recurrent needs and such needs are satisfied with the flow of
goods and services obtained by the population at the rate of so
much per unit of time. As satisfying needs are receiving welfare.
therefore. the flow of goods and services brings in flow of
welfare to the population. This size of flow or satisfies needs
is measured per unit of time. It is that flow of welfare. which
is called level of 1living. Thus. level of living 1is the
instrument to measure. It expresses the monetary value of goods
and services. which are supposed to generate the level of living.

Santra (1970)37 examined "Inter-Regional and Inter-Regional
inequalities in Household Expenditure in India". Regional
variation has examined with the help of Lorenz curve and Gini
coefficient. He also used funds of expenditure approach for
studying the levels of living variation. It was found that a high

inequality in an economy with large per capita consumer

36. Jan Drewnowski "Measuring Social Variables in Real Terms
Survey of 1Issues and Possible Solutions - Studies in the
Measurement of Levels of living and Welfare". United Nation
Research 1Institute for Social Development”. Report No. 70.
3. 1970. p.23.
B.Santre. "Inter-Regional and Intra-Regional inegualities in
Hougehold Expenditure in India" .Indian Journal of
Agricultural Economic 1970. Vol .XXV. No.3. DD.92-99.

37.
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expenditure implies less human hardship that the same level of
inequality with lov per capita expenditure. The people of Puniab
with 1lower ineguality and higher average per capita expenditure
and certainly better off than those of Rajsthan and Mysore with
higher ineguality but lower per capita expenditure. Similarly in
Maharashtra and West Bengal through inequality is the same. yet

the 1level of 1living in West Bengal 1is higher than that of

Moharashtra.

Ojha(1970)=®2_  _ studied "Configuration of Indian Povery.
Inequality and levels of living". He focussed attention on the
linkage of inegquality in income with levels of living in a
society. He found that income ineguality is an insufficient
measure of level of poverty in a society. Furthermore. it gives a
relative position which is also in an affluent society like USA.
To measure index of absolute poverty. he used indicator of level
of 1living i.e.. food consumption which is measured by average
calories intake per person. He examined levels of living in rural
and urban India based on average calcrie intake.

Ganguli and Gupta (1970)3° examined he levels of living in
India based on consumer expenditure approach. They used National
Sample Survey data for the pirpose and found that usually a high

proportion of expenditure on total food indicates the relatively

38. P.D.Ojha. " A Configuration of Indian Poverty. Inequality
and Levels of 1living". Reserve Bank of India Bulletin.
1970.0.27.

39. B.N.Ganguli and D.B.Gupta. "Levels of living in India - An
Inter-state Profile"”. S.Chand & Co. Ltd.. New delhi. 1970.



low levels of 1living. Similarly. for higher levels of living
smaller propertion is spent on food and within the food group. a

smaller propertion of expenditure on cereal productis.

Rath (1973)4° examined the levels of living in rural areas
of various states in India. by using only per capita consumption
expenditure. He observed that prices of various commodities
entering into consumption estimates are not the same in every
state. He attempt the same after making due allowances for
difference in the price level of commodities entering into
consumption. He used the Lespper's Ouantity Index expressed as
estimated per capita expenditure for any state as percentage
expenditure of Andhra Pradesh. If the index is lower than Andhra
Pradash. the levels of living is low and vice-versa.

Reddy et al.(1975)4* found that family budget and the level
of living was high in case of the agricultural labourers. who
depend on wages. Agricultural labourer-cum-milk producer spends
more on all food and other items except on litigaticn. When
percentages of expenditure 1is calculated. they spend —cre on
recreation. housing. travelling. education. and miscellaneous
items. Agricultural labourers. who depend on wages spend =ore on
litigation and lead a hard life. They concluded that agricultural
labourers. who maintain dairy farming as a subsidiary occupation

are better of than those who depend only on wages.

40. Nilakantha Rath. "Regional Variation in Level and Cost of
living in India". Artha Viinana. 1973. Veol.IV. No.4. pp.337-
353.

41. V.B.Reddy. Y.V.R.Reddy and N.R.Reddy. "Socio-economic
Conditions and Standard of living of Labours". Rura! India.
1875. April-May. pp. 102-104.
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Muthava (1977)22 studied the indicator of rural levels of
living and suggested that while determining the level of living.
a Zistinc:ion should be made between Dbasic human needs or
necessities and higher needs or comforts. He alsc argued that in
cas2 of rural areas. basic needs like. food. clothing and selter
are major. He also suggested that caste. landholding value of
assets. material possession. health and nutritional status.
family size and childern attending school as indicators of rural
levels of living.

Commerce Research Bureau (1981)<3 studied levels of living
in India as a whole and for status like Guirat. Bihar and Assam.
They used various indicators such as literacy. urbanisation.

proportion of workers. population below the poverty line in rural

and urban areas. unemployment. per capita income. health. per
capita availability of cereals. pulses. milk etc.. proportion of
expenditure on food. fuel. light and water etc. They found that
though literacy has inéreased. vet their quality is poor. real
income of agricultural labour has fallen. asset holding of poor

was very low. The per capita availability of pulses. milk. cotton

cloth declined. whereas. there was substantial increase in the

availability of man made fibre. sugar and tea. The use of luxury

items increased through population suffered from portein

difficiency. Similarly. in Assam and Bihar through the economy

42. B.C.Muthaya. "Indicators of Rural levels of living and
Methodological Issues.Community Development and Phancayvat
Raj Digest". 1977. Vol.IX.No.1l. pp. 1-13.

43. Commerce Research Bureau. "Levels of living :Wide spread
B%V%EEX Dgndl_zalliteracy. commerce’” . 1981. Vol .CXXXXT.
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has picked uDb and the capita income have shown rising trend.
there has Dbeen No significant impact on 1iving standared of the
people. In Guirat. thevy found improvement in the quality of life
both in rural and urban areas. Large nuzber of people have been
able to afford Dbetter food intake. The vast growingd network of
health and social services along with the development in other

: : d
spheres. have vyet more money 1m the pockets of peonle an

improved the coverage and guality of services.

Sepecial Correspondent of Commerce Research Bureau (1981142

of Shimla has studied the level of 1iving in Himachal Pradesh

with the help of male and female litercy. rural urban litercy.

proportion of workers population below poverty line. rural and

urban unemplovment.

per capita income. structure of state

domestic product. health and per capita availability of cereals.

pulses. milk etc. He found that Himachal Pradesh is comparatively

petter in terms of population of people below the poverty line.

The net domestic product (at current prices ) of Himachal Pradesh
petween 1970-71 and 1979-80 increased. During this decade. there
has not been much change in the degree of urbanisation and the
state continues to be predominantly rural. A bulk of the total

work force in Himachal Pradesh continuees to live on agriculture.

Unlike many other states in Himachal Pradesh small landholders is

44 . Special Correspondent Small Landholders Predominents :
Himaclial Pradesh Commerce. Special Supplement. 1981. Vol.
CXXXXIII. No.3661. pp. 24-25.



_34_

a dominent class both in terms of number and the area. During the
past serveral years education facility have improved to a large
extent. The medical facilities in the state over the vears have

shown improvement. The number of medical institutions have gone

[
'ry

+h

vel of living in Uttar

m

Mukherjee (1981)45 studied the !
Pradesh for rural and urban areas with the help of various
indicators such as. population below poverty line. unemployment.
structure of state domestic products. proportion of workers.
litracy. facilities of health. availability of cereals etc. He
found that growing poverty coupled with unemployment is the main
draw back on economy of Uttar Pradesh. In fact. the spiralling
prices and fall in the stste's per capita income have
considerarably reduced the purchising power and the living
standerd of the people except those of the well-to-do section.
The per capital monthly expenditure in urban areas is as much as
27 times that in the rural areas. There ia s visible disparity
between the consumption of rural and urban areas. The diet of
people are below the standard of nutrition. Those below the
subsistance level are compelled to take up any type of iob even
if it fetches a nominal return. Unemployment continues to grow

among the educated.

45. K.L.Mukheriee.'"Wide Disparaties in Urban and Rural

Consumption in UP". Commerce. 1981. Vol .CXXXXIII. No.3661.
pDpD. 66-67.
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Ballal (1982)<% examined the determinates of levels of
living in general. He argied that the levels of living is
generally evaluated 1in terms of real ancome of the people.
working conditions of the labourers in industry. agriculture and
tertiary sectors and facilities available to +hem. While judging
the levels of 1living of rural masses. +he factors like.
population pressure on agriculture and the macgrnitude of desguised
unemployment became Very important factors as they affect the
level of economic affluence of rural regions. The pattern of
expenditure of the people on necessities and other consumer items
also reflects the levels of living of a particular area. As the
level of 1living rises. the proportion of the real income that
would be spent on basic nexessities and civic amenities tend to
diminish. Extending the basic needs like food. clothing. shelter.
water. health. sanitation. education etc. even to the people in
the lowest ring of society becomes a most crucial factor in
measuring the levels of living. The other important factors.
which testify the rising levels of living are declining in both
mortality and birth rates. increase in literacy rate. decrease in
the gap between the rich and the poor. life expectancy. the

extent of eradication of dreadful diseases. the availability of

drinking water in both rural and wurban areas. transport

facilities. energy consumption etc.

46. N.Murari Ballal. '"Determinates of levels of living".

[ . Pigmy
Economic Review. Vol. XXVII. No.9. April. 1982. pp. )
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Lal et al.(19831<47 in their study on pattern of consumption.
investment. saving and expenditure among tribals. found that
about 90 per cent of the total family expenditure 1s on
necessities. while about 5 per cent is on recreation and other
items such as ligucor consumption etc. According to them. the
Engel's law of consumption states that the proportion of
expenditure spent on necessities declines with the increase in
income of the familv. whereas that spent on comforts and luxuries
exhibit positive relation with the income. Their findings also
indicates that proportion of expenditure by tribals on
necessities such as food declines. whereas the proportion of
expenditure on comforts and luxiries. education. recreation etc.
increases with rise in income. thereby confirming the conclusions
of the Engel's law.

Prasad (1984)«s analysed the consumption expenditure
distribution of the SC/ST and the non-SC/ST groups in Karnataka.
He found that the SC/ST have a lower standard of living than the

non-SC/ST. There has been a fall in the standard of living in

47. S.K.Lal. M.M.Bhalerao and S.B.L.Gupta. "Pattern of
Consumption.investment. Saving and Expenditure among
Tribals" .Rural India. Feb-March. 1983. pp. 47- 49.

48. Shailaja Prasad.”On levels of living of Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes". Economic and Political Weekly. 1984.
Vol .XIX. No.30. pp. 1205-1213.



real terms for both the SC/ST and non-SC/ST over the period 1973-
4 to 1977-78. The decrease has been greater for the SC/ST
leading to a widening of the disparity. With respect to
‘nequality. there is generally less ineguality within the SC/ST
croup as compared to the non-SC/ST. Over the csriod of study. the
inequality within the c¢roup has increased. The increase in the
ineguality for the SC/ST has been of a higher magnitude than that
for the non-SC/ST. On closer examination. it was found that a
small percentage of the SC/ST in the urban sector have fared
extremely well in comparison to their non-SC/ST counterparts.
wnile the majority of +the SC/ST suffered relatively more. He

found that only a minor proportion of the poor are SC/ST.

Khan et al.(1988)4°2 in their study have shown that
throughout the entire 1life cycle. men are relatively more
privileged that women as regards individual food intake and care
during sickness. The reason can be traced to the higher
participation in the labour market and the greater visibility of
the economic contribution of men as compared to women. Although
211 household members observed in this study ate the same basic
meals. males (adults and children) received the lion's share of

nutritious food such as ghee. milk and butter milk that was

49. M.E.Khan. R.Auker. S.K.ghose and Sashi Bairathi."”
Inequalities Between Men and Women in Nutrition and Family
Welfare Services: An Indepth Enquiry in an Indian village."
Social Action. 1988. Vol.38. No.4. pp. 398-417.
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available to the familvy as they were considered to be the "bread
winners" (present or future). Indesd. it was found that daughters
were often rpurposely denied thsse nourishing foods in order to
arrest their ohysical growth and thus prevent them from becoming
eligible for =marriage at a voung age. as this would entail great
expense for ths family. An adult =—arried woman does not face this
particular reszriction. but she is usually the last member of the
family to eat. what remains for har is often leftovers and these
are often inadequate for her nourishment. Even if nourishing
food. such as ghee and milk is available. the engrained spirit of
self-sacrifice makes a woman leaves it for her children
especially her sons and her husband on whom she feels the future

of the family rests.

Chakraverty et al.(1989)%° in their study indicated that
absence of attitudinal change and attachment of the tribals
towﬁrds traditional heritage. culture and scenic environment in
which they 1live in failed to influence the sample households in
generating increased level of employment. income and standard of

living. Their preference towards independent and free life with

leisure. relaxation and enjoyment induced them to be contented

E 4

50. M.L.Chakraverty. J.P.Singh and H.N.Atibudhi. "Economic
Analysis of Employment. Income and Consumption Pattern of

Tribals". Journal of Rural Dsvelopment. 1989. Vol.8(1). pp.
97-108. '
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with two sguare meals and bare necessities of life rather than
improving the level of income and standard of living. Theyv have
suggested that there was an urgent need to bring about a change
in the outlook of the tribals towards economic content of life
throuzh motivation and spread of education. Thelr marginal
oropensity to consume and consequently theilr saving aspect
present a sorry state of affairs. which calls for initiating

steps to Dboost wup per capita income through provision of other

employment and income generating assets.

Rani et al. (1990)°* have analysed the factors affecting
employment of women 1in agriculture. The multiple regression
analyvsis was wused to identify the factors. which affect the
employment of women. They observed that among the variables
considered. total income of the family. age of the the respondent
and type of the family were found to significantly influence the
levels of employment the regression coefficient of -0.002409 for
total income implied that one rupee increase in total income of
the family would decrease employment by 0.002409 days keeping
other variables constant. Thus increased family income had a
negetive influence over the lavels of employment. The regression
coefficient for the age of the respondrnt was -0.00299. This
indicated that 1if the age of the respondent increased by one

vear. 1t would decrease the levels of employment by 0.00299 davs




The regression coefficient of -6.1927 for operational land
holding implied that one hactare increase in the size of
operational holding would decrease the emplovment by 6.1027 days.
Thus. increased operational holding had 2 negetive influence over
the levels of emplovment. The education was also found to have
significantly influenced the I=vel of employment opportunities
should be provided torural women. The large size group educated
women should also take up subsidiary enterprise with scientific

improvements without spending their time in finding at home.

51. P.S.Rani. V.I.Raju. P.R.Ram and G.M.Naidu. "Wage
Differentials and Factors Governing Employment of Women in
Agriculture". Agricultural Situation in India. 1990. Vol.

XLV. No.4. pp.249-252.
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CHAPTER III.

MATERIALS AND METHOD

A brief account on backiround situation of the study area

along with the sampling techrigue and analytical procedure used

'

for the study is provided in this chapter.

Description ¢f the area studied

The State

The state Tripura is located in the north eastern corner of
India and lies between 22° 51 N and 24° 32 N latitude and between
90° 10 E and 92°* 21 E 1longitude with an extreme length of
183.5 Km. and extreme width of 112.7 Km. having three districts
i.e. North. South and West Tripura district. Three fourth of its
boundary 1is souranded by Bangladesh and only in north eastern
parts it is connected with Assam and Mizoram. There are thirteen
subdivisions and the has total geographical area of 10.486 Sg.Km.
There are 17 Dblocks. The total population of the state is
. 27.44.827 as per the 1991 census with a density of 196 per Sq.Kn.
The percentage  of literacy was 60.39 percentl. Anolher important
feature on the economy of the state is predominance of small and

marginal land holdings. According to the state report on

agricultural census 1980-81 Vol-1. page -51. the average size of

holding in the state was 1.07 ha. with and average schedule tribe

holding of 1.30 ha.
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District
The west - Tripura district 1is located 1in Dbetween North
Tripura and South Tripura district. In the western side it has an

-, . - 1 ic n area
intsrnational boarder with S:ngladesh. The district has a

of 3.047.78 Sq. Kms. with a sopulation of 12.93.861 nos. out of

whic schedule tribe populaiion is 3.25.845 nos.. It has 6 nos.
of blocks and 54.20 percent of literacy. Another important
feature is the district has predominance of small and marginal
land holdings. According tc the state report on agricultural
census. Vol-1. page-51. 198C-81. the average size of heolding 1n

the district was 1.05 ha. and average schedule tribe holding is

1.36 ha.

Climate and Rainfall

The amount of rainfall and its distribution greatly
influences the farming system of the region. Generally the rainy
season in the state starts from the month of MAY and continues
upto middle of the month OCTOBER. The average rainfall received
in the state is 296.4 mm. and the average rainy day was 99.2.
During the ye=ar 1991 the amount of.rainfall was 3399.1 and the

average no. of rainy days was 125.6. The highest amount of rain

Source
1. Agrigultural Dairy 1993. Gov/t. of Tripura.
2. A guide to Tripura Agricultire 1988. Dept. of Agriculture.

3. Primarv census abstrac* Nat1 i
\ - ational Informat
Bhubaneswar. te Centre.



- 43 -

Table 3.1

District ( West Tripura ) at a glance=®

S1.No. Particular Total Males

Females
1. Area in Sag. Km. 3.047.78
2. No. of occupied 2.41.954
Residential Houses
3. No. of House Holds 2.43.067
4. Population 12.93.861 6.65.576 6.28.285
5. S.C. Population 2.40.201 1.23.318 1.16.883
6. S.T. Population 3.25.845 1.65.554 1.60.291
7. Population below 2.28.594 1.16.369 1.12.229
age 7 vears
8. Literates 7.01.286 4.16.677 2.84.£€09
9. Total workers 3.74.615 3.16.919 57 .€96
10. Cultivators 1.14.873 98.683 16.2190
11. Agricultural Labourers 83.317 65.748 17.569
12. Workers: 6.449 4.684 1.765
Livestock. Forestry etc.
13. Workers:Mining & gquarrying 1.806 1.773 33
14. Workers: 6.660 4.907 1.753
MAF & Pro. in H.H. INO
15. Workers: 16.939 15.455 1.234
MAF & Pro. other than H.E.I
16. Construction workers 5.598 6.221 277
17. Transport storage 13.843 13.638 Z0S
common workers
18. Trade & commerce workers 34.705 33.870 835
19. Workers in other services 39.42% 71.948 17.485
20. Marginal workers 17.344 2.675 14.289
21 Non workers 9.31.902 3.45.982 5.58.920

4. Primary census abstract 1991. National Informatic Centre.
Bhubaneswar.



f2:1 receiving month is MAY and JUNE. It has a long rainy season
starts from APRIL and continues upto OCTOBZR. 80 percent of total
am~unted rainfall occurs during that period. It has a maximum

and minimum summer temperature of

)

suzmer temperature of 367

22°7  and maximum winter temperature of Z1°C and minimum winter

-+

szperature of 8°C.

HUMIDITY

Tripura is located in the north eastern part of the country
wi-h dense forest. the relative humidity is generally moderate

through out the year.

Sc:1

‘he state 1s mainly rich in the following two types of soils
thzy are
1. Alluvial or Indo-Gangetic soil

2. Red and vellow soil
The soils of Tripura have developed under the influence of

forest vegetation and high rainfall acting on sand stone or

stale. conditioned by undulating topography. The soils are mostlv
sendy loam in texture. ©Structures are granular to subangular
blaocky. The soils are mostly acidic. F¥ varying from 4.0 to 6.0

Orzanic matter content 1is low. Kaolinite and 7JTlite are the

deminant clay minerals. cation exchange capacity (CEC) cohesion

erxsansion and plasticity are very low. The moisture retention

czzacity 1s also very less. Activity of Fe and Al ions are guite

h:zh due to low P,
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Low land soils are charactersied by high degree of

aggregation. high clay content. organic matters and free ions.

LAND UTILIZATION

The land utilization pattern 1in <the state gives a wide

picture of land use. scope to understand the potentialities of
3 S~ s

the area and nature of the economy. Henze the land utilization

particulars are presented in the Table 3.2 . lrom the data it 1s

revelled that the gross sown area was 4.16.000 ha. which

constitutes 39.70 percent of the total geographical area of the

state.
Table 3.2
Land Utilization pattren of Tripura 83-84 (*)
S1. Percentage to tota
No. Categories Area ( in ha. ) geogranhical are

1. Geographical area 10.47.700 100.00
2. Reported area for land utilization 10.47.700 100.00
3. Forest Area 5.69.000 54.31
4. Area not available for cultivation .

a. Area under non agricultural use. 1.28.600 12.27

b. Barren and unculturable land.
S. Other uncultivated land excluding

following land
a. Permanent Pasture and grazing land
b. Land under misseleneious tree crops 89.900 8.58
and groves not included in net area

6. Culturable waste land 2.200 0.21
7. Fallow land

a. Current fallow 4.700 0°.45

b. Other fallow 1.800 0.17
8. Net sown area 2.51.500 24.00
9. Gross cropped area 4.16.000 39.70

* Stastics of land use in Tripura 1983-84.A guide to Tripura Agriculture
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The net sown area during the
against 39.70 percent of gJross

forest area of about 54.31 percent

IRRIGATION

The state agriculture 1is
addition to that there are tw
projects. 1ift irrigation and f
few numbers

of other irrigation sources like tanks.

vear 19883-84 was 24 percent as
cropped area. The state has a

otal geographical area.

on rainfall. In

of minor irrigation

<~

lter poins. some dug wells and

cross bonds

to cater irrigation need of the farming community.

CROPPING PATTERN

to the

As regards

data

state. The

principal

cropping pattern of the state relevant
revealed that the food dominate the cropping pattern of the

crops of the state are paddy. sugar cane.

0il seeds. jute and vegetables. Among different vegetables potato

important crop.

is the most

Vindi. Chilli.

grown through out the state.

after that Ridgegourd. Bringal.

Spine gourd and other winter vegetables are also

Table 3.3

Productivity of different

crops of the state at a glance 1992-93(*)

Crop

Productivity ( Kag./ha. )

Jhum (Rice)
Aus
Aman

Boro

Maize

548

1667
1968
1837

611
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Sesamum 379
Chilli (dried) 547
Jute 8.50 bells
(1 bell = 180 Xg.)
Table 3.4
Area and Production of major horticultural crops (93-91) ( * * )
Crop Area ( ha. Production (M.T.)
Potato 3.200 60.000
Vegetable (Kharif) 12.900 37.52.000
Vegatble (Rabi) 14.700 165.23.000
Table 3.5

Family and Population distribution of research area. (* *

*)

Family Population

Name of the

Gaon Sabha SC ST |Other|Total}l SC ST |[0OtheriTotal
Sardukarkari 55 446 | 23 524 289 2900 213 13402
North Gokul Nagar| 09 528 167 704 | 43 2618 | 466 13427
South Gokul Nagar - 503 | 45 548 - 2450 240 12701
Rupachara 65 101 79 325 323 900 | 400 11623
Khasiamangal 08 208 139 355 52 1139 782 11973

Table 3.6

Percentage Distribution of SC and ST population
to the Total population [* * * *]

Name of Percentage of

Percentage of

Total SC

Total ST Total
the block!lSC population!ST population|PopulationiPopulationl|Population
TELIAMURA 19.52 50.05 26.522 68.004

1.35.876
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Table 3.7

Percentage of workers ( Block at a glance ) ( * I |

Name of the Percentage of Main Marginal |[Total
block workers workers workers |Population
TELIAMURA 31.96 40.075 3.352 1.35.876
Table 3.8

TELIAMURA BLOCK AT A GLANCE

Particulars Information
1. Total Geographical Area 68.634 ha.
2. Forest Area , 47 .560 ha.
3. Distance of the block district 45 Km.
head gquarter
4. Total Population 1.44.738 ncs.
(i) S.C population 28.200
(ii) S.T population 70.197
(iii) Others population 46 .341
5. No. of Gaon Sabha 49 nos.
6. Number of cooperative Bank 1 no.
7. Number of naticnalised Bank S nos
8. Number of Cooperative scciety 7 nos.
9. Regional Rural Eank 2 nos.
10. Total cultivated area 14.747 ha.
(a) High land 10.323 ha.
(b) Medium land 1.022 ha.
(c) Low land 3.402 ha.
11. Total number of farm families 31.657
12. Tetal number of 5SC farm families 5.599

Dept. of Agricultural statistics. Govt. of Tripura.
Horticultural information. Dept. of Horticulture & Soil conser
*oxx Block office. Panchyat records.

xx*x Primary census ahstruct. 1991. national Informatic Centre.
*»xx%* Pyimarv census abstruct. 1991. national Informatic Centre.

* %
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13. Total number of ST farm families 9.497
14. Total number of V.A.W. circles 49 nos.
15. Total number of A.0. circles 4 nos.
16. Communication )
(a) P.W.D. Road (1in Km.) 78 %m.
(b) P.S. Road (in Km.) 150 Km.
(c) C.P. Reoad (in Km.) ' 48 Km.
17 . Number of Educational Institutians .
{a) College | Nil
(b) High School- 20 nos.
{c) M.E. School 14 nos.
(d) Primary School 33 nos.

18. Literacy

(a) Number 99.112
(b) Percentage 68.47
19. Number of Agril. Worker 59 .474

20. Major crop Jrown

(a) Rabi Paddy. Wheat.Winter vegetables.

0il seeds. pulses etc.

(b) Kharif Paddy. Jute. Mesta. 0il seeds

Pulses. Summer wvegetables.

21. Cropping Intensity

(a) Kharif 9.432 ha.
(b) Rabi 10.378 ha.
(c) Percentage 134.33

SAMPLING TECHNIOUE

west Tripura dislrict of Tripura state was purpnosivelv

selected for the study as there 1is highest concentration of

tribal population in the district. Teliamura block was also

selected purposively for the study as it was having maximum

percentage of tribal opulation in comparision to other five

& -



blocke in the district. Stratified two stage random sampling

method was adoptea for selecting the ultimate respondents. 2
list of Gaon Sabha's having concentration of tribal populatica
was prepeared taking the census data from the block office. Thersz
were in total 49 gaon Sabha's in the block from which five gacx
Sabha's namely Sardukarkari. North GokulNagar. South Gokul Nagar.
Rupacherra. Khasiamangal were selected at random as primary
sample. All the +tribal house holds of the Gaon Sabha's wer=s
listed along with their subrtibe naming and with the size of the

operational holding in case of cultivators.

Frem this 1list of different subtribes ten percent of +*=
respondents are selected randomly. Thus in all sixty nirs
respondents comprising of 30 from Tripuri community. 13 fr-o
Jamatia community. 14 from Halam cummunity and 12 from Rian:

community were selected.

STASTICAL LAYOUT & DESIGN

(a) Location of the study - Teliamura block

(b) Design - Stratified two stage random sampling.

(c) Number of primary sample selected at random - five.
(d) Number of strata - four

(e) Number of respondents of each stratum - ten percent

(f) Total number of respondents covered in the studv - Sixty nine

PREFPERATION of OUESTIONARIES and SCHEDULES

The a S 1 ~§r~ ~N ¥ o e
Juestionaries and schedules were Prepeared according - -
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the objectives laid down 1in the introductory chapter of this

“

study. these were pretested with some residents of the same

cality and were modified as reguired.

bood
@]

MITHOD of INVESTIGATION

The general information regarding the sample areas were
collected from secondary sources. such as block coffice. panchavyat
office. VAW centres and census report etc. but all other
informations were obtained from the respondents. by visiting

homes and fields of the indivisual respondents.

A family or house hold was adopted as the wunit of
investigation in this study. The head of the house hold was
interviewed in two to three sittings during their leisure period.
Cross examination and varification with the data available from
other sources were felt necessary since the rural house holds do
not generally maintain any record and we had to'depend solely on

their memory.The data pertained to the agricultural year 1993-94,

ANALYTICAL PROCEDURE USED

Estimation of assets

The value of assets was estimated without taking land under
consideration. as many of the sample house holds have acquired
govt. land for farming practices. The other major factor. which

include livestock. dwellings. implements and other equipments. were



assessed. The value of the livestock was evaluated on the basis of
its market price. which means that the price which farmers was
willing to pay for similar livestock taken as its value. The
dwelling were evaluated at market price prevailing at the time
of encuiry. The <Zarm equipments were evaluted at cost minus
depreciation charges. On the base of these estimation procedure.
der hcuse hold value of assets were worked out for different

categories of sample tribal house holds.

ESTIMATION OF HOUSE HOLD INCOME AND DISPOSABLE INCOME

In the present study. House hold income is obtained by
adding all the incomes from Farm. non farm sources. Farm income
included value of crops and live stock products. sale of farm
assets. recipts of Land rent. custom hire service. wage etc. Non
farm 1income consisted of the amounts recieved from Services.non
farm employment resorces. Sale of non agricultural assets. gifts.

wages. forest collections etc.

The disposable income was compiled by deducting non-tax

liabilities from the gross annual income.

ESTIMATION OF CONSUMPTION EXPENDITURE

The sum of expenditure on all food items and non food it
ems

during the reference ri i
a period 1is taken as th 1)
: e tota! cons :
L 1sumption

n 1 1 » . w
-fdt . all

other cereals D :
. ulses. milk and i
= < milk produ
ol Cts suga
: cddar gur.
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vegetadbles & fruits. meat & fish. dry fish. eggs. oils. spicies
dan. <cigarettes. beverages. intoxicants etc.. The non food items

renxt. clothing. education.

N
D

include fuel & 1lighting. Hous
madicines. conveyance  Servigces. sntertainment &  social

ceremonies. litigation and other miscellaneous items.

If a house hold has consumed during the reference Deriod

some guantity of items such as food grains produced by the house

hold or received by house holds in kind. that quantity is valued

at the prevailing price and if some quantity is purchased for

consumption 1in the market than that cuantity consumed is valued

at the prevailing return price which the house hold has paid.

LEVEL AND CONCENTRATION OF INCOME

The pattern of distribution of personal income that have

been proposed in the economic literatures can be measured bv

various mesures of inequalities. They are
a) Range.
b) Measure of skewness.
c) Relative mean deviation.

d) Variance.

e) Co-efficient of variation.

f) Gini Co-efficient.
In present study. inequalities of incoms during the periad
= = ayrio
were mesuared 1in  terms of the Gini co-efficient ang compared
Dare

with *the LORENZ CURVE obtained for the distribution of incom
: : e

among rural tribal house holds.
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Gini Coefficient

and the
defined as the area between the LORENZ CURVE an

[Wh

ncr

m

n

asin

a:zanal. It is an
*he total area under the dgona

m

sg

+

[N
)

. .  +~ Teya when the distribu
ineguality and equzls +to Zero W

~ .l

:s perfectly equal.

1 2 n .
3=1+ - s (n+1-11Y
n nZ i=1
Where G = Gini co-efficient of the (income) distribution
of all house holds.
n = Population Size.
Z = Mean income
Yi =

Income from the ith persen

Gini coefficient is more opague S1nce it measures the

distance between the diagonal and the LORENZ CURVE.

Unlike LORENZ CURVE comparisions. the Gini coeffeicient

.. - 3 e real number must be
comparisions are always conclusive since on

greater than. equal to or less than another.

Marginal Propensity to Consume

Marginal propensities to consume and save measure the

relationship between income. consumption and saving. The marginal

el

roper

9]

ity to consume measure the incremental change 1in
consurotion as a result of a given increment in income. In other



words. the marginal propensity to consume {(MPC) is the ratio of

change in consumption 0 the change in income. Thus where C

stands for consumption and Y for income.

AC
MPC =
ANY
N C Is the incremental changes in consumption.
A Y = Is the incremental changes 1n income.

The relationship between consumption and disposable incoms
was estimated by linear consumption function based on Keynesian

hypothesis. The specific linear relationship used was :

C =a + by

Total Consumption per house hold (in rupees)

Q
1

Where

b = Marginal propensity to consume

Total disposable income per house hold (in rupees)

<
I

Intercept i.e. Level of consumption at zero level
of disposable income

ol
1]

Employment Function

In order to make a quantitative estimation of the relative
factors influencing employment =~ generation. the functional
analysis was carried out. Linear function was useq for th

‘he
regression analysis The equation dev
— - - ~ - e
loped for the present

analysis was as follows



Y = a + biXa.t b=zX=z_ +_bsXs +haXa

Y = Total annual family emblovment (in mandays)
X1 = Farm size (in hactares)

X2 = Intensity of Cropping

Xs = Non farm income

Xa = Fducation ( dummy variadle )

a' = constant

The above analysis was carried out for Tripuri. Jamatia

- .

Riang and Halam communities of house holds separately. Zero order

correlation matrics were worked out to test multicollinearitwv

Results of the regression analysis are presented and discussed in

the respective chapter.
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IRESULTS AND DISCUSSION



CHARFTZR IV

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

; : Di sion" has be ivided into
The chapter “Resuits and Discussion. aas been divide <

two parts. The finiings of the study cover:izng various aspects o=

_ N .- ~i=ehAalas T S 1=
the general charctsrastics of the rural households. namely val

and assets owned. -znd inventory. crorzing cztlern. average vei:..o
of major crops. live stocks. employment cattern etc. have besn

jncluded in the “irst part. The inccoe. consumption. employvment
- - -

and savings of zhe tribal househald have been examined in the

second part.

PART - I

General Characterstics of the Tribal households

The factor 1included 1in this part are community wise

classification. occupation. family consumption and the level of

education in Lthe respondant's family which exert considerable

influence on their socio economic condition and consequently on

their income. consumption. employment and savings.

Community wise distribution of tribal (sample) household.

Community wise distribution of sample tribal house holds is

given in the Table No.l1. The majority of tribal households

belongs to Tripuri community (43.48 percent) followed by Halam

(20.29 percent). Jamatia (18.84 percent). Riang (17.39 percent).



[8]]

o

Tabie - 1.

DEMOGRAPHIC FZATURE ¢F SAMPLE HOUSEHOLDRS
catezory of |Numbexr of IDistribution of Popuiation \Average size
Zouseholds i1Household 1 of family
Male Female Total Household
TRIPURI 30 84 77 161 5.36
(43.48) 1(52.17) (47.83) 1(100.00)
RIANG 12 50 43 93 7.75
(17.39) 1(53.76) (46.24) 1(100.00
JAMATIA 13 38 33 71 5.46
(18.84) 1(53.52) (46.48) [(100.00)
HALAM 14 53 S0 103 7.35
(20.29) l(51.46) | (48.54) |(100.00)]
TOTAL 69 225 203 428 6.20
(100.00) 1(52.57) (47 .43) |(100.00)

Figures in parenthesis indicate the percentage to the total.



A-ong the tribals the percentage of male population was reported»
little bit higher than the percentage of fexale pcpulation in all
t~s communities. Taking the whole tribal sample houseolds in to
coasideration. the malie. female ration was I2.5
avarage size oi the tribal family was reported as 6.20
izrgest family size was reported for Reans (7
Eziam. Jamatia and Tripuri: with 7.25. 3.46 and 5.356.

rsspectively.

Family composition of the sample household :

The details of the family members of the sample households
and percentage of working family members with average number of
afult male. female and children to their respective population

have been presented in Table No - 2.

The average numbers of adult male per family was highest in
Riangs(3.08 nos. Der family) followed by Halams(3.07 nos. per
family). Tripuri(l.96 nos. per family) and Jamatia(1.69 nos. per
family). The percenatge of working male is highest in Halam
community (90.73 percent) followed by Riangs(86.58 percent).

Jamatia(86.39 perecnt) and Tripuri(85.03 percent) communities.

The average numbers of adult female was highest in case of
Halam community(2.85 nos. per family) followed by Riang(2.58 nos.

¢r family). Tripuri(2.58 nos. Der family) and Jamatia(1.38 nos.

e

per family) community. The percentage of working female per

family was highest in Tripuri community(94.41 percent) followed



Table - 2

FAMILY COMPCSITION AND THE PERCENTAGE OF W

T\ AT AN

'Xi\.:.x\b iy "\-L-LIL& N.LEI\IB

TO THEIR RESFECTIVE POPULATION
PATICULARS TRIFURI REANGS JAMATIA HALANMS
AVERAGE FAMILY 5.3%6 7.75 5.46 7.35
SIZE NO.
AVERAGE NO. OF
ADULT MALE 1.96 3.08 1.569 3.07
PERCENTAGE OF
WORKING MALE 85.03 86.58 8¢.39 90.73
AVERAGE NO. CF
ADULT FEMALE 1.73 2.58 1.38 2.85
PERCENTAGE OF
WORKING FEMALE 94.41 80.74 83.61 90.22
AVERAGE NO. OF
CHILDREN 1.66 2.88 2.58 1.42
PERCENTAGE OF
WORKING CHILDREN| 28.11 40.61 45.21 75.45




by Halam(90.22 percent). Jazatia(83.61 percent) and Riang(80.74

percent) community.

The average nuxz>er oI children per family was highest in
case of Riang community(2.83 neos. per family) followed by
Jamatia(2.58 nos. per family!. Tripuri(1.66 nos. per family) and
Halam(1.42 nos. per family) ccmmunity. The percentage of working
children was highest in Halam community(75.45 percent) followed
by Jamatia(45.21 percent). Riang(40.61 percent) and Tripuri(28.11
percent) communities. The <*able indicated higher percentage of

female workers in all! the tribal communities. which further

revealed the central position of tribal females in their

household.
EDUCATIONAL STATUS

The analysis of the highest level of education among the
family members OF the selected tribals house hold has been given
in the Table no. 3. The level of illiteracy was found to be 59.81
percent. the maximum number of illiterate were in Halam community
(63.11 percent) followed by Tripuri. Reang and Jamatia with

60.25. 59.14 and 54.93 percent. respectively.
Among the illiterates female illiteracy is higher i.e.

57.42 percent of the total illiterate mass. The total literacy

bercentage among the tribals was 40.19 percent and no great

variation indicated in the literacy level of male population of

different tribal communities in the sgelected houszeholds.



Table - 3

LTTERACY AMONG SAMPLE HOUSE HOLDS

j E D U C AT 10N L EVEL { TOTAL LITERATES TOTAL TLLITERATES j TOTAL PORUIATION
CATESORY 0P PRINARY ] NIDDLE ﬁSECownARYJ ’
HOUSEHOLDS f—— , : ; ; : : f
[ WALE |FEMALE ITOTAL | WALE |FEMALE | TOTAL ) WALE [”EMA'E ] TOT!L) SLE JFEALE ) TOTAL ) WME |FELE ) TOTAL ) bi1S ﬁ.v BOLE \ T
I 1 Il
P s b5 e bz boe b s b - e | | R ERERE | o } 181
TRIPURT {030,060 {123.4n frezsm s 75 fo am faeanfie.am (9,37 {167.19)]132.811{ 1100) (42 171‘(57 73\ (om fm 171 (147 e rna an
[T l l , 139 751 ren m 5 |
{ o fw ta 2 {3 | %5 | 13 o | om
RTING 31580112630 11457. ’)Ol}flﬂ '1"))(7 nmy 1126 12) !1‘3 79) 'l‘i 79)] 165, 70)'(?4 3y HOOl !45 43) l54 55 Hﬂn\ {'ﬂ UINERE "1‘}" i
E f { ‘ ‘ ? { .00 50 mi |
, 20 8 [ 1 o4z ! ! 21 )1 3 o)
JATIR - [137.5) (125000 [162.501{112.5) 1 16.25){ 118, 75m15 62)h3 12) l'fle 75mﬁ5 631/134.37) nom (43 somﬂs 4m' (100 |'m P R A
' ? (45,07) m ) \
(157 S
}w},,s,,,;.,;d},, ,,,,I}H o L % o Lol
HALAM 1026.3100015.791) (42, 11)}(18 4211119.5211(28.9511126.311112.63) 1126.95)1(71.0511(28.951] (100) (40 00) (60 00) :mm (51 4 }\luq Fafi
} [ { [ | f f 136,69)] (63.1 | f
. : ; ’s ': . " j ': L , , 5 , b
[ 59 ‘ 19 | 98 19 [ 15 [ 45 27 { 2 129 16 172 [ 109 ( 147 ( s {25 | om |
TOTAL  ((34.300](22.67)}(56.98)1¢17.441] (8721 1(26.16))015.70)(1.16) }15.85)167.44) 5] r4z 58))157.421) 1100 |(52.57) z S P
! A )' f P wan| {0 feean (
d 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

Figures in the parenthesis indicate percentade to the total.
Underlined figures indicate percontagoe af literacy to the total popnlation.
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The no. of family members having educational status of
primary level was 62.5 percent for Tripuri. and Jamatia followed
by Reang and Halam with 57.90 and 42.11 percent. respectively.
There has been considerable decrezses in the percentage of micddle
and secondary educaticn in case of the family members of all *he
communities. This might be attridbuted to the fact that there

exisis a large scale dropcut of students in different level of

higher education.

The Halam community emerged as the most sducationallvy
backward community with 36.89 percent of the literate population

and Jamatia community was the most Iorward community as regard to

education with 45,07 percent literate people.

ECONOMIC STATUS

A particular depicting econoaic status of the tribal house

holds are presented in Table No. 4.

Of all the tribals. the Halams and Tripuries are too much

hard working communities engaged 1Iin some economic pursuits

through out the vear to eke out their livelihood level through

Supplementing their subsistence economy.

The contents in the table revealed that 72.66 percent of

the total tribal population were found to be earners while 27.37

Percent of them were dependents.

OCCUPATIONAL DISTRIBUTION

5 - =11 -
Though man and women equally share the burden of the



Table - 4.

ECONCMIC STATUS OF SAMPLE HOUSEXEJLDS

EARNERS
CATEGORIES OF! POPULATION EARNERS DEPENDENTS TEF
HOUSEHOLDS FAMILY
TRIPURI 161 113 48 3.35
(100.00) (70.19) (29.81)
RIANG 93 54 29 5.23
(100.00) (68.82) (31.18)
JAMATIA 71 44 27 3.38
(100.00) (61.97) (38.03)
HALAM 103 90 13 §.42
(100.00) (87.38) (12.62)
428 311 117
TOTAL (100.00) (72.66) (27.37)

Figures in parenthesis indicate the percentage to the total
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family. the adult female was found to be the principal earner in

the <family i1in <case of all the tribal cczmunizies. In tribal

economy . the main economic activities 1s croviding iob
5ppertunjties to the werk force are mainly in the scheres of
agriculture. forestry. <cottage i1ndustries and non agricultural
activities. Among the necn agricultural activities wage Izbour in

road laying and construction activities censtitizted important
source of 1income for tribal households.Forestry a2:-tivities also
contributed in considerable ©proportions to the 2conomy of the
households. In the present analysis of occupationa: vattern. main
occupation was taken as that which contributed max:imum income in
relation to the other occupation taken up v the sample

households. The occupational distribution of the sazcle household

1s presented in Table No. 5.

As could be seen from the Table No. 4. 45.46 percent of
Jamatia community followed by Halam. Riang and Tripuri 43.43.
32.81 and 30.98 percent respectively had reported‘agriculture as
their main occupation. while 28.12. 27.27. 23.33 and 20.35
bercent of the Riang. Jamatia. Halam and Tripuri respectively
had reorted agricultural labour work in others field. which was
their main occupation of earning. The other main occupation on
which the tribal households of west Tripura district mostly

depend were forestry and non agrucultural labour work.
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TABLE No - 5.
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WAL DISTRIBUTLION QI UiE SAMPLE HOUSHIOLDE

CATZGORIZZ QF HOUSE HOLDS

TRIPURI RTANG JAMATTA HALAM
NAME 27T THE
OCCUELTION L\TUMB |PERC’:‘\“" LNUMBE‘R‘PERCEL’\JT NUMBER | PERCENT [ NUMBER ]LPEhCE T

AGRICULTURE i as | 30. 98 | 21 32.81 20 45.46 39 l 43 .34
'AGRIL-LABOUR 23 20.35 18 28.12 12 27.27 21 23.33
NON-AGRIL 29 25.66 ‘8 12.5 - - 7 7.78
LABOUR '

FORESTRY 12 10.62 12 18.75 9 20.45 19 21.11
SALARiSED ' o ‘

SERVICES 6 5.31 2 3.13 2 4.55 1 1.11
-BUSINESS . 4 3.54 2 3.13 - - 1 1.11
OTHERS 4 3.54 1 1.56 1 2.27 2 2.22
TOTAL 113 100 64 100- - 44 100 90 100




TABLE No.

6

'DISTRIBUTICY OF 3AMPLE HOUSEHOLDS AS PER CULTIVATION PRACTICES

| HOUSEES) [HOLSTSNLDS [HODSTIOLDS [HOUSSHOLDS fEavsesorns fSwissorps feusswons |

SOMMUNTTY OF  VELTTYT ONLY)ERVIN: ONLYVEAVING ONLY)EAYING ONLY)EIVING BOTEVEAVING BOTH
: { EReMZTD (TILLY LAND ITILLY LAND (LUNGA LAND (LUNSY LAND { TYPES OF [ TYPES OF | ToTaL
Voo w"'mm YITROUT WITH JEUN ) VITEOUT ) Li¥D WITH JLAND WITHOUT
(CLLTIYI'*OH( JECLAND [ LAND ( JEUN LAND i JHUK { JHUN
’TRIPURI {4 [ s 2 2 0 - 0 30
V133 Y naen (6.67) (6.67) } (4339 Y 1339 Y 000
| RIANG ( 5 3 1 - - - 3 12
! ﬁ (41.67) 1 (25.6) (8.33) (25.000 { (100.00)
| ImATIA {2 2 - 3 1 4 1 13
, } (15337 | (15.33) (23.08) (7.69) ¥ (30.78) (7.6 Yr100.00)
l HALAK Yoo 1 2 - - - 10 14
i { S RTI B ORI WYL (70,43 {1100.00)
: \
! TOTAL [ 12 11 5 5 1 17 18 69
) 17117.391 (15.84) (7.25) (7.25) (1.45) (24.64) ] (26.08) ] (100.00)
|

Figures is paranthesis

indicate the percentage to the total.



Agricultural Activities :

The tribal economy in general. Is presicminantly acro-forest

based and as such. the tribals of west Tripura district are no

exception to it. As is evident from the f:inlings agriculture
agricultural labourer was the main stay in the study area insgi
of their community classes. Land is 20 important source Zor
raising food and commercial crops for sustzinence irrespective of
their fertility. Various types of lands ar:s used for cultivaticn
by the tribals. Due to heavy pressure oI immigrants on plain
lands and transfer of fertile land from ths tribals to non tribal

farmers. the tribals in the districts have Zeen forced to take up

jhum cultivation in the high hills.

Jhuming 1is a system of cultivation which represents the
indegeneous form of agriculture. it is also known as shifting
cultivation which involves cutting. clearing and burning of weed
cover or even forest. growing of mixture of different crops. viz.
paddy. maize. cotton. minets and vegetables etc. by adopting
simple technology under rainfed condition and shifting to the new

zites when golils get exhausted.

Table No. 6 indicates distribution cf sample households as
per cultivation practices. Out of the sixty nine tribal
households Selected in the study area 17.29 percent were engaged
purely in Jhum cultivation. Almost all frhe tribal classes were
engaged in Jhuming practices but wuth in the tribal group Riang

community was having highest percentage of houscholds i.e. 41 .67
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Table No. - 7

DISTRIBUTION OF LAND AMONG SAMPLE HOUSEHOLDS (in ha.)

TOTAL AREA UNDER |PERCENTAGE| VARIETIES OF LAND OPERATED

CATEGORIES|OPERATIONAL}IRRIGATION | OF AREA

OF AREA IRRIGATED |TILLA LAND|JHUM LaAND]runga
HOUSEHOLD) (IN ha.) LAND
TRIPURT 1.34 0.28 20.89 0.45 0.24 0 65
RIANG 1.37 0.24 17.51 0.40 0.36 9.61
JAMATTA 1.11 0.18 6.16 - 0.34 0.24 0. 43
HALAM } 1.18 0.18 15.25 0.32 0.16 0.70
POOLED 1.28 0.23 18.27 0.39 0.25 .61

—



- 71 -

Ria i
ng. Halam and Jamatia with 17.51. 15.25 and 6.16
- . percernt
re i i 1 1 -
spectively. This implies that most of the tribal h
ouseholds

B area.

CROPPING PATTREN AND INTENSITY OF CROPPING

As the date revaled. paddy is the most important
= crop in

the district. There were also other crops like millets
: . Sesamum.

mustard. maize. and vegetables grown by the sample trib
< L ribal

households in the area. It is observed from the Table No. 8. th
. . at

the averagde cropping intensity in the area is only 125
28

much variation 1in the cropping intensit

percent. There is no

amongd different +ribal groupbs. The low cropping intensity migh
= = )\ ah=

be due to lower percentage of area under irrigaticn and uneven
topography of the hillYy tracts. On an average paddy and mixe:
paddy with millets occupy 79 percent of the gross cropped area
54.43 percent followed by 20.25.11.40. 7.5¢

t for mixed paddy with millets. vegetable

pure paddy occupy

3.79 and 2.54 percen
maize. mustard anc sesamum respectively. There 1is no grea:
variation among aifferent tribal households with regards t-
adoption of crcoplnd pattren. The findings c¢f the stucd:
established the ovarwhelming importance of paddy CUltivatjC;
followed by the sample households in the study area.

tne stable food crop traditicnally raised by the

pPaddy 3iS
also on either side of the hil:

lands and

tribals in lunga
;ater in case of Tilla land. It 1s al

m

~
~

stream V

o]

streams utilisin
raised in the snirrigated tilla and lunga lands and jhums as x



TABLE No. - 8

FOLLOWED BY SAMPLE HOUSEHOLDS (1IN ha.)

__ CROPPING PATTERN

ATEGORIES| GROSS MIXED vEGE- Teropms

U F CROPPED| PADDY | PADDY. SESAMUMIMUSTARD| MAIZE |TABLES INTENS¥G
SEHOLD | AREA JOWER . (PERCENTY

MILLETS . G
~—
TRIPURI 1.66.1 0.94 0.32 1 0.08 0.06 0.08 0.18 | 123.88
(100.00) | (56.621](19.28) (a.82) | (3.62)] (4.81)1(10.85) ‘

RIANG 1.69 0.88 0.44 | 0.04 0.04 0.16 0.13 | 123 136
(100.00) }(52.07) (26.0411(2.37) (2.37)1 (9.47)] (7.68)

JAMATIA 1.43 0.
(100.00) | (47.55)
0031 o.16 1 0.20 1 12
0 7.

84 0.24 0.03
(16.00) (2.00} (2.00)](10.67)1(13.33)

68 0.32 | 0.08 0.11 0.12 0.12 >
(7.7001 (8.39)] (8.39) 1282

(22.38) (5.59)

~)
[
J

HALAM 1.50 0.
(100.00) | (56.00)
52 | 0.04 06 | 0.12

Poo 0. 0
LED 1.58 .86 (2.54) (3.79) 1 (7.59 11

(54.43) (20.25)
~—— (100.€C0) L______l____———L—f
" age to the total.

Fy L
lure in parentnesis jndica

.18 125.38
.40)

= O

b o

+e the ?8r°e“t



TABLE No. - 8

CROPPING PATTERN FOLLOWED BY SAMPLE HOUSEHOLDS (IN ha.)

J—
CATEGORIES GROSS MIXED
VEGE- |CROPPING
R
UgEHOL 5 CAggAPED PADDY ggggY. SESAMUMIMUSTARD| MAIZE |TABLES |INTENSITY
HO MILLB?‘é (PERCENTAC
TRIPURI 1.66 | 0.94 | 0.32 ) o0.08 0.06 | o0.08 1 o0.18 ] 123.88
(100.00) | (s6.621]r19.281[ca.82) | (3.62)] (a.81)](10.85)
RIANG 1.69 0.88 | 0.44 | 0.04 0.0a | o0.16 | o0.13 | 123.36
(100.000 1 (52.077 126 .0av)(2.37y | (2.370] (9.a7] (7.s8)
JMATIA 1.43 0.68 | 0.32 ] 0.08 0.11 | o0.12 1 o0.12 | 128.¢2
(100.90) | (a7.551]¢22.38)1(5.59) | (7.700] (8.39)] (8.39)
HALAM 1.50 o0.8a | 0.24 | 0.03 0.03 | o0.16 | 0.20 | 127.:2
(100 00y} (56.00) ) ¢16.00)}(2.00y | (2.00)}(10.67)1(13.33)
= 0.12 | e¢.18 | 125.33
PCOLED 1.58 a.86 | 0.32 1 0.04 0.06 1
(100 00y | (52,431 ] (20,250 | (2.54) | (3.79)1 (7.59);(11.40)

'Icure in parenthesis indicate the

cercentage to the total.
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TABLE No.

8

CROPPING PATTERN FOLLOWED BY SAMPLE HOUSEHOLDS (IN ha.)

GORIES| GROSS MIXED VEGE- |CROPPING
OF CROPPED! PADDY PADDY. | SESAMUMIMUSTARD| MAIZE |TABLES |INTENSITY
SEHOLD AREA JOWER. (PERCENTA

MILLETS '

IPURI 1.66. 0.94 0.32 0.08 0.06 0.08 0.18 123.88
(100.00)[(56.62)1(19.28)1(4.82) (3.62)1 (4.81)1(10.85)

ANG 1.69 0.88 0.44 0.04 0.04 0.16 0.13 123.36
(100.00)1(52.07)1(26.04)1(2.37) (2.37) (9.47) (7.68)

MATIA 1.43 0.68 0.32 0.08 0.11 0.12 0.12 128.82
(100.00)1(47.55)1(22.38)1(5.59) (7.70)1 (8.39)] (8.39)

LAM 1.50 0.84 0.24 0.03 0.03 0.16 0.20 127 .12
(100.00)1(56.00)1(16.00)1(2.00? (2.00)1(10.57)1(13.33)

OLED 1.58 0.86 0.32 0.04 0.06 0.12 0.18 125.738
(100.00)1(54.43)1(20.25)1(2.54} (3.79)1 (7.589)y1(11.40)

ure in parenthesis indicate the ©

ercentage to the total.
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mixed crop with millets. Some tribals have started growing
vegetables and o0il seed <crops. where there is facility for
irrigation.

PER HECTARE COST AND RETURN ON CULTIVATION

The detaills of expenditure on farm inputs are presented in
Table No. 9. The tribals subsides on crop for a substential part
of the year raised on small amount of land using traditional
agricultural method. How ever. they have recently adopted modern
techniques 1like transplantation of crop for paddy in lunga lands
by raising nurseries. by the sides of hill streams. Though more
of organic manures are apllied for paddy crop. the chemical
fertilizer is scarcely used for the crop. The table revealed that
the average cost of cultivation per ha was Rs 1842 .42 for Riang
followed by Rs 1831.03 Rs 1754.82 Rs 1726.92 for Tripurs .

Jamatia and Halam Communities respectively.

Farm Income

It is evident rom the table that the per ha. =~

net inccme

earned by the Tripuri community was highest Rs 2573.69 followez

by Rs 2552Z.1. Rs 2549.25. Rs 2271.79 for Jamatia. Halam arg

Riang communities respectively. There 1s no much difference in
the net inccme of Tripuri. Jamatia and Halam Communities. But the
net income for Riang is lowest among all the tribaj communities

because of maximum area under Jhum cultivation.

Forest Activities

The entire tribal area is situated op elevated hijl)y regi
Y region



Table No., - §

PER ha. COSTS AND RETURNS ON CULTIVATION

f
SEED

P F
j FERT.

i

MONGE

o

REVENUE } costs

D

{ viLoe | RET

s YPROFIT
oot |

1

250.64
407.49

265.87

246.33 $457.59 {243.5¢
| ! |

497.59 1232.5t

414.35 [135.0¢

{
423.96 }zsz.sr
}

!

{ BIRED [ LAND
| CASUAL

LAROUR (& WATFR

mrs

577.08  125.92
71818 (27.3%0
f

537.25  132.50

|
517.75 {29.50
}

A814.72 }2573.69

1842.02 {41:3 3 {2271.79

f

1754.83 }43(5.93 }2552.1

\

1726.92 {4:'5‘17 {2549.25

1
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Table No.

- 10

PARTICIPATION IN FORESTRY

PARTICIPATION IN FFORESTRY (AMONG WORKING MEMBERS)

CATEGORIES MALE FEMALE TOTAL
OF

HOUSETHOLD NUMBER PERCENT NUMBER PERCENT NUMBFER PFRCENT

TRIPURI 18 15.93 11 9.73 29 25.66
(23.68) (22.92) (23.58)

R1ANG 14 21.87 12 18.75 26 40.62
(18.42) (25.00) (21.13)

JAMATIA 16 36.36 6 13.63 22 50.00

e (21.05) (12.50) |- - (17.88)

HALAM 28 - )31 b o19- ] 2111 a7 52.22

, (36.85) |- -~ - | (39.58) (38.21)

TOTAL 76 48 123

\ (100.00)" (100.00) (100.00)

Figure in paranthesis indicate the percentage to the total



0

interspersed by deep valleys and ravines. The hill slopes are
usually covered with thick jungles. The jungles at the top of the

hills are virgin while those on the slopes are regenerated

because of incessant slash and burn cultivation practised by the

tribals. The thick forest arround the villages were a veriable
source of tubers. roots. leaves. and edible fruits which formed =
part of the diet of the tribals. The most importent forest

product in Tripura is bamboo on which the dependance of tribals

is enormous. The other minor forest produce like broom sticks.

canes. medicinal Dbulbs. resins. flowers. and seed of Mohua.

channa. etc. Inspite of contineous depletion of forest resources

the tribals of the study area. continue to depend on forest
mainly for collection of fuel wood. timber wood. bamboo and other
minor forest produce. Table No. 10 presents the extent of peoples
perticipation in forest activities. As can be Seéen from the
table. 52.22 percent people of the Halam community followeqg by
50.00. 40.62 and 25.66 percents people from Jamatia. Riang ang
Tripuri communities respectively dependent upon

forestry

activities. As regards to male Dopulation 36,36 ber cent of

Jamatia community followed by Halan and Riang ang Tripuri with
36.36. 21.87 and 15.23 ber cent respictively of the total male
population dependent upon forestry As regards to female 21.11

. . pDer

cent of Halan followed by 18.75. 13.63 and 9.73 of Jamatia Ri
- Riang

and Tripuri communities respectively éngaged in op £
- =T Orest

activities. This indicates the Closeness ang Darticipat i
: Dation

entire tribal community on the surrounding forest
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VALUE OF ASSETS

The distribution of zssets per households for different

tribals communities 1s given 1n Table No. 11. It mayv be noted
here that while assesing o2 total valte of assets or sampie
house hold. Land value was excluded from the analvsis. Though

land 1s a prized possessiocn and cuned by all the sample tribal
households and most of the land is under shifting cultivation. no
value could be fixed to the land. The settled irrigatsd and non
irrigated land have not yet fully been surveved and titls to land
is not settled 1in the nazms of tribals. It was felt+ that any
imaginary value assined to It may not be rational. that is why
value of laﬁd was not included in the assets structures. At the
overall level the average value of assets was worked out to be Rs
16664.04. The average value of assets for Tripuri community was
reported to be highest with Rs 18055.6 followed by Rs 17246.7. Rs
14861.2. Rs 14334.0 for Jamatia Riang and Halam communities
respectively. With regards to the composition of assets. the
pooled average indjcates the 1live stock and residental] houses
constituted more than 80 per cent of the total value of ass

tes.

and  non Agril assets constitute 10.43 Per cent and farm

implements only 1.3 percent.

Thus the assets structure of the Sample tribal householdq

18 true reflection of their status Which indicates th
e

Superiority of Tripuri and Jamtia community over the other
b, i S.

It
1s also disheartening to report that the tribals DOSses v
S I S vary fey



- 78 -

Table No.

11

AVERAGE VALUE OF ASSETS OWNED BY SAMPLE HOUSEHOLDS EXCEPT LAND
CATEGORIES DWELLING FARM NON AGRJL! TOTAL
OF LIVESTOCK HOUSE IMPLEMENTS!| ASSETS ASSETS
HOUSEHOLD
TRIPURI 4660.7 11000.00 266.10 2128.8 18055.6
(25.81) (60.92) ( 1.47) | (11.79) (100)
RIANG 4167.4 9000.00 188.20 1505.6 14861 .2
(28.04) (60.56) (1.27) (10.13) (100)
JAMATIA 3372.4 12500.00 152.7 122).6 17246.7
(19.55) (72.48) (0.8) ( 7.08) (100)
HALAM 3653.8 “8900.00 197.8 1582.4 14334.0
(25.49) (60.09) (1.38) (11.04) (100)
POOLED 4127 .38 10508.7 217.33 1738.6 16664.04
(24.77) (63.49) (1.30)" F (10:43) (100)

- Figures in the Dar

anthesis jndicate the percentage to the total



Table No.

- 12

AVERAGE NUMBER OF LIVE STOCK OWNED BY THE SAMPLE HOUSFHOILDS
CATEGUXIES | DRAFT MILCH | POULTRY | PIG OTHERS TOTJ;ffm~
OF ANIMAL | ANIMAL ( SHEFP .GOAT
HOUSEXOLD ETC)
TRIPURI 0.12 0.83 3.86 0.93 1.05 6. 79
(1.77) (12.22) (56.84) (13.69) (15.46) (100.00)
RIANG 0.40 0.83 2.85 0.75 1.30 6.13
(6.53) (13.54) (46.49) (12.23) (21.20) (100.00)
JAMATIA 0.48-| ~0.98 } 1.98 0.97 0.76 5. 17
(9.28) | (18.95) | (38.29) (18.76) (14.70) (100.00)
HALAM 0.92 1.28 2.91 1.23 1.04 7.38
(12.46)] (17.34) (39.43) (16.67) (14.09) (100.00)
POOLED 0.39-] 0.9a | 3.13 - 0.96 1.03 6.45
(6.05) (14.57) | (48.53) (14.88) (15.97) (100.00)
Figures in the paranthesis indicate the percentage to the total
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agricultural implements resulting most traditional nature of

agricultural practices followed by them.

Live stock

The data relating to num=sr of Live stock owned by the

Sample  households are given in takle no 12 . Live stock owned by

the sample tribal households included draft animals. milch

animals. sheep. goats. pig and poulmy birds. As may be seen from

the pooled average of the live stock for the

the table that

tribal community was 6.45. The community wise live stock

opulation indicates the highest number of live stock ie 7.38 for

Halam community followed by 6.79. 6.13 and 5.17 for Tripuri.

Riang and Jamatia communities respectively. In the total live

stock ouned by respondents. the number of poultry was maximum

(48.53 percent) followed by sheeps and goats with 15,97 bercent .

pigs 14.88 percent. Milch animals 14.57 percent and draft animal

6.05 percent. This indicates that all the tribal communities

depends to a large extent on rearing poultry birds. sheep. goats.

pigs and milch animal.

Part - I1I

In . this section the income. consumption. employment

pattern. and savings of the households have been examined in

details. Household income influences investment in agriculture g

allied activities and determines the leve] of employment ang



[y

additional income that could be generated from the investment of

available income.

INCIME FROM DIFFERENT ACTIVITIZS.

. -

Yousehold income cons-itutz income from farm and off farm
income. Farm income includes iIncoms Irom SYrop production and live
stock enterprises. Off farm income :ncludes wages. earnnings from

bus:ness and other sources.

Income feom forestry includss collection and sale of fuel
woos . timber wood. and minor ssrest produce. Table No. 13.
presents the households inccze of 2ifferent categories of sample
hecuseholds from different economic activities. On analysing the
households income of different categories of tribes. 1t was found
that the per household income at the overall level ammounted to
Rs 13386.78. While it was highest Rs 14.922.1 for Riang followed
by Rs 13506.96. Rs 13196.83 and Rs 12278.49 for Halam. Tripuri
and Jamatia communities respectively. Income recieved from
agriculture and allied activities fromed 60.83 percent. while the
jncome from non agricultural activities and forestry contributed
23.47 and 15.73 percent of the total income respectively. Since
the tribal economy of west Tripura district is predominantly
agriculture oriented. ma jor income appear to accrue from
cuitivation. The other income which contributad to the household
eccnomy  were the wage earningzs by the tribals from the

conistruction activities and salaries incase of employed tribals.
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Table No. - 13

AVER2ZZ ANNUAL INCOME OF TRIBAL :bv scurces) OF DIFFIRENT COMMUNTTTRS.
. e

farticulars TRIPURT RIANG JAMATIA | maL2v  |pooryn

| AVERAGHE

| e

1. Income from 7786.83 | 9009.32 | 7319.26 | 8910.53 8139 .34

Acriculture (59.01) (60.33) (59.61) { (65.¢7) |(60.80)

2. Income from 2256.00 1891 .66 2070.00 ' 2000 .00 12105.65

Ferestry (17.09) | (12.67) | (16.86) } (14.21) 15,79

3. Income from non 3154.00 4021.12 2889.23 | 2596 .43 13141.79

Agriculture (23.90) (26.95) (23.53) (19.22) |(23.47)
Total 13196.831 14922.10! 12278.491 13506.96113386.78
(100.00)) (100.00)| (100.00) ) (100.00)1(100.00)

Figures in parenthesis indicate the percentages to the total.



Though forestry adds considerable proportion to the total
household emplovment of tribals. the income was not that
significant in proportion to their involvement 1in forestry
because of the 1low price paid for the forest produce. and

exploitation of the tribals by the traders.

Income from Forest

Forest added considerable propertion to the total household
income of the tribals in west Tripura district. Table No. 14.
represents the households income Ior different catecories of
tribal communities from forest activities. Selling of fire wooc.

~
A

timber wood and minor forest produce in the nearby mariets a

Societies are the main sources of incoms of th

[e0]

co-operative

3!
m

tribal households from foresiry. rom the total fores: ince

(g¢]
D“

54 45 percent was obtained by selling fire wood followed vy 28.

3\

- - ] s =+ >~ =~
71 percent by selling timber wcod and minor forest produ:

L

(O
4]

and 1

respectively.

+ was hichest for Tripuri communit

(%
f

The 1income from fores
with Rs 2256.00 followed Rs ~070.02. Rs 2000.00 and Rs 1891.¢3

The highest izncome by

94

. N TS a
for Jamatia. Halam and Riang communicieésS.

o access and proximately of their

cr

Tripuri community might ke due

villeges to the nearby market.

Per Capita Disposable Income

Table No. 15. presents the household disposable income which

18 dsrived after deducting the non tax liability from the tots:
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Table No.—- 14

INCOME OF THE SAMPLE HOUSEHOLD FROM FORESTRY ACTIVITIES.

INCOME OF HOUSEHOLDS IN COLLECTION OF

CATEGORIES
OF HOUSEHOLD FIRE WOOD TIMBER WOOD MINOR FOREST! TOTAL
PRODUCE

TRIPURI 1255.50 674.75 325.75 2256 .00
(55.65) (19.91) (14.44) 1000

RIANG 1133.41 529.5 228.70 1891.6¢
(59.92) (27.99) (12.09 (100

JAMATIA 1108.20 540.42 421.38 2070.00
(53.354) (26.11) (20.35) 1100)

HALAM 959.89 591.41 448.70 2000.00
(47.99) (29.58) (22.43) (100)

POOLED 1146.53 607 .27 351.82 2105.67
(54.45) (28.84) (16.71) 100

Figure in

paranthesis indicates the percentaage to the total.
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Table No. - 15

Distribution of Disposable Income and per Capnita Disposable Income
among different categories of sample Household.

GROSS NON TAX DISPOSABLE PER CAPITA
CATEGORIES ANNUAL LIABILITY TNCOML DISPOSABLE
OF HOUSEHOLD INCOME INCOME..
TRIPURI 13196.83 148.50 13048.33 2462.09
RIANG 14922.10 152.75 14769 .35 1905.72
JAMATIA 12278.49 139.50 12138.99 ‘ 2223.26
HALAM 13506.96 132.25 13374.71 1819.69
POOLED 13386.78 144.25 13242.53 2189.99




~ A + IS . T3 Sa mIoas- Y 3
Zisposable 1ncome As the non tax liability is miser ammount of
2 7 =y s 1 AR cmama ~S Sdlaopmea== = ~~— s
>~ an average Rs 12<.CZE8. the pooled averzge oI Zispeosable incoms
~ -~ S+ e~ v 2 2=~ R -~ =2
-7 s=y:i:r-> household has Dbeen determiined 23 Rs 12.2=C0.C:¢
—_— ~ = E Qe ~— - -~ - - [ —~ _
~=wing the tozzl family members. The per ca2pit: disposabls

=~ ~ome w2s found Rs Z128.9%8 for the poceisl avarzss ¢ The tribais
~-scenc.2s. The commmuniiy wise f2r Cagitza diIsZlzzbls Iincome was
“~.nd w2 he highest =a 242,025 Ifor Tripurl cemmuniiy Zollowed by
Iz °o-2.25. Rs 19C5.72 &and Res 1218.<9 for Jamat:iz.Rizng and Halex

INCCME AND MAGNITUDE QF 2QVERTY

=+ribution of sample Thousehelds intc Z2ifferent inceoms
~roups based on the annual family 1ncome 1s cresented in Table
A 16. As per the 8th plan poverty line estimated . people below
an average monthly expenditure of Rs 181.5 in rural and 209.5 in

“»ban to be considered as below poverty line. On annual basis
- - i

familiesz below income of Rs 11.060 in rural! and Rs 11.850 in

would be considered as below poverty lins. There fors

65 percant of the total

a

Ded

vident from the table that. about

~“ribal families were Lelow poverty line. The magnitude of
I [=} . L

soverty was highest with 71.43 per cent familes below poverty

“‘ne in Halam community followed by 66.23. 6€.27 and 60 percent

and Tripuri communiities. r=spectively. Thus

rn

<r Jamatia. Riang

-

. . , wtent of aksolute Zoverty incase of
e finding presen excen ” ;

ct

< the

> <t 106 .7 a 1=*ri s
“ribal communities as a whole for the west Trapura district. Onlvy
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No. - 16

CLASSIFICATION OF TRIBLE HOUSEHOLDS ACCORDING TO DIFFERENT

LEVELS OF INCOME

INCOME OF TRIPURI RIANG JAMATIA HALAM TOTAL
THE

HOUSEHOLD

UPTO 11.060/- 18 8 9 10 45
(60.00) (66.67)1 (69.23) (71.43)Y1 (65.22)

AVOVE 11.060/- 12 4 4 4 24
(40.00) (33.33)1 (30.77) (28.57)1 (34.78)

TOTAL 30 12 13 14 69
(100.00) [(100.00)1 (300.00) 1(100.00)} (100.00

Figure in paranthesis indicate the percentages to the total.

Table No. - 17

GINI CONCENTRATION RATIO (Income) FOR DIFFERENT TRIBAIL COMMUNITITS.

Item

Tripuri

Riana

Jamatia

Halam

———

Pooled

Gini Concentration

Ratio

0.64

0.58

0.61

0.54

0.63
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about 35 percent of the total families were above a poverty lire.
" Level and concentration of income ". With a view to examining
the pattern of income distribution. Lorenz Curves were drawn. to
i1llustrate the inegualities of 1income distribution among
defferent categories of households. The degree of income

concentration was also examined by calculating Gini concentration

ratios (Gini Co-efficient).

The drawn Lorenz Curve showed that that inequatities were

maximum incase of Tripuri followed by Jamatia. Riang and Halam

ccmmunities respectively. Incase of all the tribal communities

the Gini Co-efficient was found tc be more than 0.5 indicating

3 EE 3 BeTol 3 R H . .
hicher dearee of disparities 1n 1nccome distribution within the

cocmmunities. The disparities 1In inccxme distribution withip

di€ferent tribal communities might be due to some of the families

om government Jjobs by them by the government. Which has

inccme
been provided for rehablitating the surrendered nil guided
vcuths.

CONSUMPTICN

Consumpticn expenditure 15 a very importent indicator to

reflect the socio economic status of a household. When the pPatten

of expenditure on varius items of consumption were analysed for

tribal households in Table Ne. 18. it was feoupng that

= J2 13.708.90 were being spent on Consumption itemg

[sed]}
bl
i}
=r
(1]
L)
3
Dot
feo—
0
N
I

the tribalz households. Among different communities. maximyy

b=+,
(¢
[

lﬁ,

level of consumption expenditure waz found. incass of Riang with



Average Annual Expenditure Among different catogories of zamplo Housohold

ALt P AV

(in Runee:z).

Family consumption Expenditure
Category
of Food items Non Food items
Householdsh i e -~»-~--’
’Cereals Pulse ’ Veg. f Fat Dry Fresh [Fuel[ Total Cloth ( Fduca- P lever- ( Yocial (Fxn on ’ Other ‘ Tolal Tota)
Fish |Fish & Food tion anes function &) Live (Hodnrrno Non-
i Heat cntertain.( Slock ele.) Food
TRIPURI  [6905.94(110.00 [767.33{101.33 {1911.13(520 [ - (10315.73[ 670.09 { 629.41 { 1330.71( 423.33 rma.aa Ty 06 | . nfnoo(..oo
(50.42))(1.008) (1.007)1(13.95)}(3.79) jns.az) (4,910 ) (4.60) 1 (9720 ) 13,09 ) (1.3 1 (1.0m Y (24.6mY (100.00) |
N 0
RIANG 7292.46)05.00 18,39 19525 1620.5 1 - 110032.31) 1054.17) §92.90 ) 2075.00) 401 66 ) 490 45 | 45 00 ) 4999 74) 1507206 5
(46.511((1,005) (1,007 [16.34) {(4.13) 066.74) { (7,000 { (3.9 ( Oss0r( (3200 (a2 (o {ovaam( 1o0,00) |
JNATIN  16037.18(90.62 [530.77(176.15 {975.38 [730.76{ - (8540.86 { 1149.19[ 455.00 [ 096.15 [ 634.61 [ 532.96 [ 196.46 [ 3064.37( 12405.23
(48.67)](1.007) (1.42) )(7.86) (5.89) (68.85) 1 (9.26) ) 13.67) ) (7.22) ) (5.11) ] (4.30) ] (1.58) fm 151 (100.00)
HALAK 6914.631105.25 207.14 1031.42*880.71 - 19739.15 ) 1351.12) 610.00 | 796.42 ) 617.05 -} 472.88 Y 100.5 Y 40m. 77 13777.92
(50.1911(1.007) (1.50) [(7.49) 1(6.39) (70.68) [ (9.80) 1 1443 [ (5.70) | (4400 [ (3.4 [ (13m0 | (29, m (100.00)
POOLED  (6811.25(101.03 (722.75(139.85 {1389.61(650.54( - [9815.03 [ 966.11 { 586.34 [ 1269.67[ 512.7% [ 361,44 )107 2% wuu/ 13708, 90
(49,680 (1.00m 15,271 01,02y Yoo 475 - Y60 | (7.00) ) 428 ) 19.26) 13,740 ) 12640 l (1.44) ) (20, «n (100.00)
LU - | S S § u.-..._. N

Figures in Paranthesis indicate the percentags to the total.



Rs 15032.06 followed by Rs 13777.9Z. Rs :3696.06 and Rs 12405.23
for Halam. Tripuri and Jamatia cocmmunities. respectively. The
other redeeming feature was that an average tribal family spents
Rs 9815.03 on food. Rs 966.11 for clothing. Rs 586.34 for
education. Rs 1269.82 for Beveraces. Rs 512.75 for social
functions and ceremonies. Thus exrenditure on food articles was
as high as 71.6 percent of the total annual expenditure followed
by 9.26. 7.04. 4.28 and 3.74 percent for beverages. clothing.
education and social fuctions. respectively. Total non food item
accounted 28.40 percent of the :otal expenditure. The
expenditure on items like intoxicants and socic relegious
ceremonies accounted major chunk of the expeﬂditures under.non

~food items. There was no much difference among the different

communities of the tribals with regard to level of consumption.

Pattern of Cohsumption Expenditure ¢ focod Items

Table No 19 indicates the »reak up of the food items IOr
different categories of tribal XZouserolds in west Tripura
district A close look at the excendizure for the focd of the

tribals of the region under study revealed the fact that 69.4 per

cent of their expenditure on food was spent for cereals only.

followed bv 14.16. 2.36. 6.63. 1.42. and 1.03 for dry fish.

\% tabl £ h fish meet. fat & oil and pulses
egetable. res
i ~vlses. fat & oil was reported
tion of ruises. r
respectively. The consump
to b bl ounting RS 101.03 and Xs 139.85. respectively.
€ neglegible am g
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Table No.—- 19

Break Up of Food Items for Different Categories of Bousehold.

FOOD ITENS
Catrgories”
- of Household |Cereals | Pulse Yeg Fat & 0i)iDry Fissh | Fresh Fish Fuel Tota] Food
& Reat
| TRIPURI 6905.00 | 110.00 | 767.33 { 101.33 1911.13 | 520.00 - 10315.73
{66.93) | (1.07Y 1 (7.44) 1 (1.009) 1 (18.53) } (5.04) (100.00)
RIANG 7292.48 | 85.00 962.5 118.33 952.5 621.5 - 10032.31
{72.68) | (1.008)] (9.59) I (1.18) (9.4 1 (619 . (100.00)
JARTIA 6037.18 | 90.62 530.76 | 176.15 975.38 | 730.77 - 8540.86
(70.68) 1 (1.06) 1 (6.21) | (2.06) (11.42) | (8.56) {100.00)
HALAM 6914.63 | 105.25 1 600.00 | 207.14 1031.42 | 888.71 - 9739.15
(71.00) | (1.08) | (6.16) 1 (2.13) {10.59) 1 (9.04) (100.00)
 POOLED 6611.25 1 101.03 1 722.75 | 139.85 1389.61 | 650.54 - 9815.03
(69.40) | (1.03) | (7.36) | (1.42) {14.16) | (6.63) (100.00)

‘Figure in Parenthesis indicate the percentage to the total
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Dimension of ineguaiities in the level <f living

result of siructural character of any eccnomy. 1t represents an
integrate view &I the structural rszlancs or Inbalances of an
econcmy Te  +his =s:scticn. an actemps nas Dfenomals To study ne
dimension o©F ineguzlities by analysing the =sxpeniiture on rfood

clothing sducatiin Shete of different Trizal communitiss
Conven:tional measurss suca as standard feviztion :nd Co-elfflcient
of wvariation have IZ2en used. Table Z2T. 21. Z: & -2 presents the

F_.
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(@]
or
oy
[WH
u
[¢/]
Hh
Hh
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(@]
ct

Cria-=  inc ¢ food indicates higher dispersicn
The expenditurs incase of food ‘

PS

level The average cxpediture of the community for food items was
d - Y 4 = P
1 £ St omems ARl
pgeia items incurred by
r of expenditure on io¢ y
Rs 10.415.73. The range L

- PN 1 o) ~
Tripuri community was between Rs 5374 to &S 15.924. The Co
for the total food expenditure was 29.43
i

efficient of variation

large variation 1in the use cf fresh fish & meat.

and there WasS
fat 5 . 1s. dry £fish and vegetables as indicated from the Co-
ats o1 . DA ’

The total non fnod expenditure also

effecient of variations.

. i . . .
- 1 of variation with in the Tripuri
exhibited higher  18V€

of wvariation for total rnon focd

' - icient
community. The C© effici

found to Dbe 53.24 per cent. Higher levels of
expenditure was 1o

also marked for the items like
Variation 1in 6%

s and zz7ral functions L
education. clothind.

e .
Ntertainment.
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Table No. — 20

Dimension of Disparities in case of TRIPURI Communities

RANGE
Standered Co-efficirnt

Particulars Kip Kax Average Deviatioa of Yariation
TOTAL EXPEXDITURE 6974 26098 13696.062 4482.602 32.729
EXPENDITURE 0K FOOD. i ‘

Cereals 3285 13140 7081.00 2394.578 33.816

Pulses 4 168 110.00 47.03) 42.756

Vegetables 250 1200 767.33 388.766 50.664

Fats & 0Oils 20 480 101.10 89.733 88.756

Dry Fish 400 3840 1911.13 1079.174 56.467

Fresh Fish & Keat 20-0 2400 520.00 468.750 90.144

Fual - - - - -

Total Food Expenditure| 35374 15924 10415.73 3065.734 29.433

- XX FOOD EIPENDITURE

Clothing 450 3000 838.33 530.358 63.263
Education 300 2400 -829.41 604,653 72.901
Beverages 300 3600 1330.71 817.076 61.401
Social functions and 200 1000 423.33 240,044 56.703
Entertainmant
Expenditore on Live 100 300 179.62 65.629 36.536
Stock
Other (Medicine etc) 50 300 141.66 78.616 55.494
Expenditure.
TOTAL Non Food Expend { 300 13300 3280.33 1741. 688 53.41
1 1 1




Table No. — 21.

Dimension of disparities in case of Riang communities

Particulars Riang Standard Co-efficient

Deviation | of Variation
Nin Fax Average

TOTAL EXPEXDITURE 11203 18032 15032.06 2466.776 16.410

EIPERDITURE OX FOOD

Cereals 4550 10.0001  7322.8) 1554.456 21.277

Puse 50 150 85.00 33.333 38.215

Yegetables 200 2000 962.50 477.024 A8.560

Fats & Oils 40 250 118.33 79.039 £6.793

Pry tish 300 1500 952.50 318.436 33,43

Fresh Fish and Meat 200 1500 621.50 379.76) 62.00

Meal

Total Expenditure on 6400 13200 10032.22 1804.744 18.986

Food -

¥C¥ 100D ETPEXDITURE

Clothing 500 2000 1054.17 461.635 43.7%

Education ‘ 250 1200 5931 J19.748 53.999

Beverages 500 3200 2075.04 822.724 39.648

Social fumctions and {200 800 481.68 195.654 40.620

Iatertainseats

Expenditore oa Live 240 60 34502 96.040 77.830

stock

Other (Medicime etc.) {79 1632 91.48 21.503 85.766

Expenditure

Total ¥on Food Fxpend: }2520 7552 4399 5 1455 418 N0 )




Table No. - 22

Dimension of disparities in case of JAMATIA Communities

RANGE !
I STWORD CO-EFFICTENT
PARTICULARS A0 X AVERMGE L DEVILTION OF YARIS'.ATION
TOTAL EIPEXDITURE 6715 20220 | 12405.23 l 4102252 13.794
)
EIPEXDITURE OX 00D }
|
Cereals 2320 12520 | 6099307 ; 2443 180 42056
| Pulses 50 200 90.625 } 52.940 58 4170
| Yeoetadles 200 1200 530.769 E 272.873 51.403
 Fat & 0ils 80 A00 176.153 ; 106809 66,61
 Dry Fish 480 1440 975. 304 ; 429178 #4.00
Fresh Fish and Beat 250 1500 730.769 ; 383.575 52.489
Fual - - - I- -
. -
TOTAL EIPENDITURE OF | 3400 15480 | 8568.538 | 3191492 7.6
FOOD
0N FOOD EIPENDITIRE
Clothizg 200 3000 1119.230 ' 823.112 73.502
Fducation T 250 1000 455 235 S1.648
Beverase 500 1200 896.153 240.56 26.843
Social functions and | 200 500 | sm.615 | 396.3m §2.450
Entertainment
Expenditure on Live 215 950 532.922 764.108 19.550
Stock
Others (Medicine ete.}| 45 520 196.461 1 120,985 65 694
¥xpenditure }
TOTAL ¥ow roob FxpewD:| 1920 | 63675 | 364,376 l1 o0 | e




Table No. - 23

Dimension of disparities in case of HALAMM communities.

{ RANGE CO-EFFICIENT

PARTICULARS STANDARD OF
48, Y AVERAGE { DEVIATION {  VARIATION
TOTAL EXPEXDITURE £715 20686 | 13777.92 | 4408.134 | 31.994
EXPENDITURE OX  FOOD
“ceredls” 0 Tf mao | l12520 | 695936 { 24853 {33746

Pulses a | 50 00§ 105.25: | 61.991 58.899
Vegetables g 200 1200 | 600.00 | 320.710 | 53.452
Fat & Oils { 100 400 20714 | 108.326 | 52.295
Dry Fish { 480 1920 | 1031.42 { 369.146 | 35.789
Fresh Fish and {300 2400 | 880.7 f ss1.860  f 62.660
Neat \

{
Fual \ - - - -

!
TOTAL EXPENDITURE O } 3400 15480 § 9735.21) 3058.879 ) 31.418
FOOD {

}
NON FOOD EIPENDITURE i
Clothing { 500 3750 [ 1528.57 1 941.638 | 61.602
Education { 250 1500 | 610.08 | 361.109 [ 59.1%8
Beverages g 400 1200 { 796.42 | 272.888 { 34.260
Social fuactions {200 1500  617.85 | 446.657 | 72.291
and Entertainment
Expenditare on 215 742.5 | 47288 | 235.85 | 4.2
live stock - :
Others (Redicine ete.) 30 520 190.54 143 487 78.41
Expenditure ‘

R

TOTAL 0¥ FOOD EXPEI}.} 1920 8774 ) 4038771 1944384 ) 48.142




RIANG

The expenditure for foocd items for the Riang community

ranged Dbetween Rs 6400 to Rs 13200. The average t=ing Rs

10.032.22. The Co-efficient of variation was found to 5 18 .9

- N P e F . . - -
ber cent. Hicher level of variation was also marked for th2 iteme

like Fresh fish & Meat and Fats & 0Oils. The ekpenditure for ron

foods items ranged between Rs 2520 to Rs 7552. The averaca beinc

Rs 4999.75. The Co-efficient

expenditure was found to be 29.10 rpercent. Higher leve: o

of wvariation for the non feoegd

-
D]
9]

|

iation was also rsported for the jtzmg 1:1..
- i 20T

efficient of wvar:izac

medicines. educaticn. clo

JAMATIA

i
h
o+
o

V.

(n

= s +
the expenditure rattern o i Tama-

R I - W g s
dicated the hicher levs! aof “rriatc

)
T

ommunity

within the community. The expenditure for food ranzed retweer as
3400 to Rs 15480. The Co-efficient of variation was fou-3 t- v,
37.24 percent. Unisr the expenditure for food items )i:- faz ¢
oils. pulses. fresh fish and meat and vegetables euhibhites Dizher

of wvarilatioen. Exrenditure fqor ~on foaog

leve! of Co-
) - -
1920 to Rs 6367. The Co-effisient o«

items ranged between RS

’4

[%*]
Y

—

a

v

]

h

variation was found to be 35.47. The Co-efficjent of vs fat < on

renditures under the items like clothing

Was also reported for ext
Social  functions &  entertainment.  education  gps ot

[ Other
®Xpenditures which includes expenditurs on medicines ef.



HALAM
The totz! expenditure of Halam community. rzaznzed from Rs

€715 to Rs 21.586 and the Co-efficient of variation was fcund to

te 31.99 percent. Considering the expenditure on difierent focd
items higher level of disparities was observed for Fresh fish &

Meat followed v pulses. vegetables. and Fat & Oils respectively.
The Co-efficirnt of variation for tctal expenditurs 2n fcod was
found to be 31.41 npercent. The total expenditures cn non faood

items ranged between Rs 1920 to Rs 8774. The Cc-eificiant of

variation was found to be 48.14 percent. Higher Izvel 2f Co-
efficient o¢I rariation was also observed for cthsr items like

social functions & entertainment. clothing . sducation stce.

After ~:ving discussed dimensicns o©of ineguzliti=ss an
attempt has r=:n made here to study the Inegualitize - *ths leye)
of 1living taXkinz the expenditure level cf diffsrent szzple =»ilal
households w:th  in the community. The Cini concertrz-ion vatiecs

worked out for this purpose and are presented In Tablz No. 23
The Gin: concentration ratio for conmsumption sucenz:tinves
was found ft:> Ze morethan 0.5 in all trhe tribs: communities, byt

+he highet ineguality was marked on consumriion ext=snditure fa
Jamatia community with G.C. ratio 0.67 fcllowed by 0.52. 0.57 and

¢.51 for Tripuri. Halam and Riang communities respectively.

Marginal Propersity to Consume

The relationship between income and consumption is genasrallv
measured by r~arginal  pepensity  to consume. It ssxspras tbhe

- oo i onsumption  as a result ~F 54 mivan
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Table No.- 24

Gini Concentration Ratios (Consumption Expenditure)
for differnt Tribal communities.

——

Item

—

TRIPURI

RIANG

JAMATIA

HALAM

POCLED

Gini

Concentration
Ratio

0.62

0.51

0.67

0.57
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ST o I other words --- 1
Srde STE OmAarzinad

AL
bt

1ncrema-+t:2]

Dr i+ i :
bropensity to cosume is the ratio of change in corzumpt i t
= S L Ion o

change in income.

In rder to estimate the relationship betweer consumot
~ e Lot 10on

linear consumption functidcn b

th

0

and disposable income. g
) S on

Kevnesion hypothesis was fixed to the data. the results of which
ults whic

are presented and discussed below

C = a+ bY
Where
C = Total Consumption per househol? (ﬁn rineest
b = Marginal propensity to consume.
Y = Total disposable income per household ::n rurses)
a = Intercept. ic level of consumption =- Tere lave]

of diposable income.

The relationship between consumption expenditure

estimated by using Kevnesion hypothesis implies. that Jonsumction
was a linear functicn of disposable income. Ths (¢

income wvariable of linear consumption function direcziv Drovides
a measure of marginal popensity to consume.

The estimates of vregression Co-efficient. theiy standerd

errors and Co-efficient of multiple determination (R2) for fitteq
presented and discussed seperately for each

functions are

category of sample households.
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1e Marginal Propensitv to Consume for Different Tribal Commnnitbs

Tripuri :— * %
C = 2158.07 + 0.874Y
R2= 0.78
Riang :- * %
C = 2692.18 + 0.827Y
R2=0.89
Jamatia :-— * %
C = 1514.70 + 0.887Y
R2= 0.81
Halam :- * *
C = 1243.13 + 0.928Y
R2= 0.84
Pooled :- * %
C = 1944.10 + 0.879Y
R2= 0.81
*+ = - Significant at one percent level.
x - Significant at 5 percent level

It may be observed from the estimated eauation that the

sariation in the per capita consumption of tribals households

wccounted for 78 to 89 percent. was explained by the varsation in

per capita disposable income Y. The regression Co-efficient and

Co-efficient of determination Wwas significant at one per cent

level.

The marginal propensity to consume was higest ie 0.928 for

Halam community followed by 0.887. 0.874 and 0.827 for Jamatia.

Tripuri and Riang communities. respectively. The minimum ber

capita consumption even whean ‘the per capita income was zera

{autonomus conqumption) was highest for Riana with Rs 2692.18

followed by Rs 2158.07. RS 1514.70 and Rs 1243.13 for Triouri .

Jamatia and Halam communities respectively.

On the whole. it may be said that. the marginal propensity to
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Table No. - 25

INCOME. CONSUMPTICN AND SAVINGS OF DIFFFRFNT CATTARTES
CF SAMFLZ HOUSEHOLDRS

Catsgories Total Househrold Gro=ss Grans Diszavinags
of Gress Consumcttionl|DiscavinalGress inc-—me ratio

Household Income

TRIZURI 13196.83 1369£ .76 -49Q 73 2.0R78

RI2NG 14022.10 15032.26 '-109.9% ~ooN7E

JAMITIA 12278.49 12405 .23 -126.74 AN h el

HAZM 135086.96 13777.932 -270.05 n.0200




2

(v

consume of the =zample tribal househclds wa=s quite high ong “he
- . T
different categories of household. Agein the study there fore

supports the hypothesis that the marcinal popensity to consume in

cuse of tribal household is very high.

SAVINGS
The concept of saving is much difficult to define ang Core
so to measure in case of Tribal household.Acording to AIRCS* the
only way to mesure saving of a houseold as distinct from busirsss

to have estimates of current household ircome =

)
(o)

1

enterprise 1is

0]

its total expenditure on current cosumption acccunt -

S ff betwee v e
gifference e n the two would represent the magnituis of Zhe

savings of the households. Distributicn of income consumpt -
e il L :/\n

~ AN~ a -
“lles

expenditure & the exten of saving amcng diggerent cats

tribal household are present iz Table No. °5.

As may be se2n from the table. that expenditure excesded =n

- 1 EER N ~a 3 A~ .
jpcome 1N all ta=s categories of Triral households ot o-w
- -~ Uy “.e

ras  maximum 2 > . )
gifference was maximum RS £99.23  for Tripuri folleowsa po =

NE T4 ~ 1
Rs 126.74 and Rs 109.96 for Ealam. Jamatia sna3 Rj

1g
(7
)

270.96.

respectively. These showed that. there was disaving amonc <1
- -~ DR A ey

al households.

rt
4
[
by

communities of

EMPLOYMENT STATUS

With the present level of agricultural develeopment. farming
is not the main stay of the eccnomy <f the people in trixa

areas. Since the Contributicn of aagricultural sector accourts

A1l Indiz Tural Credit Survey



nearly fifty percent of the total income of the rural cimmuni=-

) sl s Lo,

the oprominence of non agricultural avenues in the sphere of

supplementing both household income and employment becomes very

much clear in this region. In the present section an atitemp

ad

-
-
1

W

-
o

been made to examine the existing pattern of latour exsloymer:

the characteristics of available labour force ané factcrs
affecting labour emplovment cattern of the tribal houszholds in

the resgion.

rh

2nalvsis o© the employmzsnt status of the erners ~7 Trirc.-i
community revelved that out of 112 eraners 30.98 per-ent w=ra
engaced exclusively in adgriculture followed by 20.65. 20 7%,

12.3% and 10.62 for agricultural! and nonagricultural activities

Ior non agriculture activities. Acricul=y

exclusing cr: ire. non
agriculture forest activit:ies and exclusively for forest
actiwvities. respectively. Th: Table No. 26. alsc indicztes trav

-

maximum npumbher of man days D2r worker was from agriculfurs -3

,‘
5
:

non a-vicul*ural activities which was 167 man days ard m:inimus -~

s =« dald

.70 rman davs per worker exclusively in agricultures. On z- Ivers e
q Triourj worker gets employment for 115.11 man davs in an vess
PO BN ¢ -l - = = - - R [

Incase of Riang community maximum 22.81 percent of the eayners

®Xclusively in agriculture zand minimum of 12.5 percent of the

[P

n non agricultural activities T

earners exclusively encaged e

a\ler

- e =~ S - 10 g K
%  man davs per WorKer wWes estizmated to bhe 104 21 S
hy e eearker W - Siou) by
10hess of 141 man days el worker was for agriculturs ang ™~ n
Ay < . ) e .,
“Tltulture  activities and enh 82 man  davs  per iy
Oy
xcl\l&"\..-w A o

v for agriculture.



EMPLOYMENT STRUCTURE OF SAMPLE HOUSEHOIDS

3 Location/Cateqorien of Houae holdn g
¢ ! TOTAL
) TRIPURI ) RIANG , INNTIH ATAN \
Kame of the e ey e
Occupation No of \Mandays INo of Mandayn] No of |Mandays INo of mandaval Mo nf Mandayn |No of Mandavs] No of [Mandava |No of Mandava] No of ) Nandavs \Nn of Mandavs
earners Elployed per Worker carncrsfEmploycd{per Worker carnorq Ewploved{por Worker  [earners{Emploved[per Worker  [earners anlnvodinvr Worker

Exclusively in 1730 78 1722 ( 1600 39 (mn { Hh [ oe0sd | ag s
Agriculture l30 98) | m 81) ) r45 45) (43, anf f (36, mnlj }

" Aericulture and | 3841 167 12 1692 141 M3 143 L } 157 16
non agricultura) fzo 351 (18.75) m rm rm u/..m( {
activities. l ! ,

[ |

Exclusively non "] 29 ] 3683 j 127 8 994 97 z T } 120 00
parjcultural 125,66 {12.50) 4. 55) (7. 7ﬂl ¢14 /0) [
activities. j )
| f { {

Mriculture. Fon | 14 11302 | 99 ¥ 924 1573 i M1 56 ) M ) 7 ) 96 57
Mariculture & (12.39)] (17.19) (/5 00) (1.09) (14.14) |
Forest activitie ) ) }

Exclugively in | 12 152 ] 1 121 1356 19 11957 103 52 ) 5746 ) 10
Porestry (10.62) : (18.75) (20, m (21.11) (16.72) e

4 - ] }- SR | ] ~} ] v

‘ota} 3 fas008 { 15 {66 f eor { 1aa [ a4 [ o460 | p0m0 ‘ oy L‘ LN Vo am | roe e
oo 1 1100) } ) (wm) | o0 }»(mm} ‘n
J 4 J J ! ! i

Pigures in Paranthesis indicate the percentaqc to the total.

201
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e Jamatia community 45.45 pey een: of the tot
= T Eee e TtTotal

[}

In ca

earners was were engaced exclusi v i i
gaged ively in agriculturs followed bv

25 and 20.45 percent for aari ;
. I 2 culture. .
g non agriculture ang forest

in forest activities. Cnlv g 55

bercent of the total earners in the community wsre en
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Table No. - 27

Regression Co-efficient and other related statistics
regarding employment of different Tribal communities.

“ategories Estimated Equation
1ousehold
* K *
[RIPURI Y¥=39.3538+129.8252X1+0.8146X=+12.6246Xs+0.6845Xa
R2=0.76
* W x
RIANG ¥=51.3126+118.4265X1+0.7624X=+11.5672Xs+0.8234Xa -
- R2=0.81
LA * *
JAMATIA Y=48.1468+112.5729X1+0.4325X=2+8.1683X>+0.4894Xa4
R2=0.72 ,
* K b 4
{ALAM Y=61.3842+131.5836X1+0.9123X=+15.2384X5+0.2145Xa
R2=0.79
* * *
POOLED Y=47.3264+124.2578X1+0.7623X=2+10.9274X=+0.3947XaA

,Y = Dependent variable represents total annual family emplovment.
X1.X2.Xs .X«4 (indezendent variable) respresent.

x Significant at 5 percent level = _ .
‘¥ Bignificant at 1 percent level



- 112 -

n cas : - << T
- rang com i i i
I e of R n munity in addition to si: [e] h

l: 6:0'1"8./..; -~
1 C"zad DO
IC1 e

i
and significant 7 z i
‘ a t while regression Co-efficient £ ‘
1 | . of two ¢th
variables were iti . cJ' N
positive but not significant. In cs f
. asz of Jexnati
ia

i :munjtv in addltl./ i .O0—2 >len
n to size Of hOldixiG reGreSSiOD (=} aff 1 71 T
t ~ . » s~ .
for non farm inC $51 i -a at l ]‘V
O} and education was fOUl]d Siqllif’ a e
3 nt i

per cent level.

1 .‘1am S1

regression Co-efficiant for non farm income
) w 12
as worl=4 cut 2o ke

- : i ific 1
positive and 51gn1L4;3nt at five per cent level

!’ixeA rece S.q id CO effl -1 l ] t e t ate]
H C e]]t fo} a 0 Y ES LR ed

y : d{ca ec |:..- il addition to farm Si1ce. I Y 1 e
+ A al 1 naor. Laa 3 ]
]n H It - 17.COome

R c b ~siti
was also found to be positive and significant whil
- QA1 13"‘ .
= regression
or <ctIhe ar il i i |
for ¢ r wvariable like intensity of =
3 crocpin: and
- Ttz ~—

Co-efficient

Summy variabie educzzion was found positive but not
t not =ignifi:
ignifirant
. . £ a - > |
s it can pe inferrad fyom the regression analysi
| vsis that farctors
mrm Sarm incom 4 1t1
ome have gct positive and siznif:
SEICS P srant

Sl:e' Lan bl

3

like far
contribution —nleyment generation in th >
the tri-al are:s of
st Tripura - of Tripura state. The contribut:
SO1 O Ee!
utieon of Zummy
ras im] -
found to be limited for Tripur:
pur: and

variab!e education ¥

- Com"‘l‘ ”l i (& j?: i Y ] the h:tLlr\r area . w e
‘ It o']l ' ll] - nl le th
s r CY Und Slﬂn

£ tribal communities.

in any category ©



CHAPTER-V

UMMARY, AND CONCLUSION
POLICY OPTIONS



- 114 -

In the context of principles. the knowledage reaqarding Sacio
economic back ground. living standard and emplovment conditions
of different tribal communities can help planners to ldentify the
problem area and to solve by taking aporopriate mecasures for the

development of these weaker sections of the society.

Therefore. an attempt has been made to make an indepth study
on Income. consumption and levels of emplovment of different
tribal communities in Teliamura block of west Tripura district
The specific objective of the study are : -

(a) To study the farm and family structure of different

categories of tribal house holds.

(b) To estimate the 1level of income and con X
DT “on st
tribal households. imotion of

(c) To study the 1level of emplovment among th .
households. e triba)

(d) To study the marginal propensity to consume aman
tribal households. na the

Methodology

. : s ] H a
West Tripura district of Tripura State wasn Durposively

Selected for the study as there is highest foncentration of

tribal population in the district. Teliamura block was also

Selected purposively for the study as it was Raving maximum

Eircentage of tribal population in comparison to other fjive

blocks in the district.
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Stratified two 3tage random sampling method was adop-rd for
selecting the ultimate respondents. A list of caon sabha'cs having
concentration of tribal population was prepared takinag the censug
data from the block office. There were in total 49 Gaon =abha's
in the block from which five Gaon sabha's namely Sardubarkari
North Gokulnagar. South Gokulnagar. Rupacherra. Khasias mangajl
were selected at random as primary sample. All the tribag

households of Gaon sabha's were listed along with their sabtribe

naming and with the size of the oberational holding in Ta8e of

cultivators.

From this 1list of different subtribe ten vercent of the
respondents were selected randomly from cach category. Thus 1in
all sixty nine respondents comprising of 30 from Tripur

community. 13 from Jamatia community. 12 from Riang ang '4 from

Halam community respectively.

Collection of Data

The Ggeneral information regardina the sample areas were

collected from secondary sources. such as block office. ranchvat

office. VAW centers and census report etc. but a1 other

informations were obtained from the respondents. by visiting

homes and fields of the individual respondents. A family or housa

hold was adopted as the unit of investigation in thisg stulv . The

head of the household was interviewed in two or three Sttt inas
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during their leisure period. Cross examination and varification
with the data available from other sources were felt necessarvy
since the tribals household do not generally maintain any record
and we had to depend solely on their memory. The data pertained

to the agricultural year 1993-94.

General Characteristics

Community wise distribution of sample tribal households
indicate that the majority of tribal households belona to
Tripuri community (43.48 percent) followed by Halam (20.29 per
cent). Jamatia (18.84 percent) and Riang (17.39 percent). The
male female ratio of the tribal communities as g whele was
reported to be 52.57:47.43. The average size of the tribail family
was 6.20. There were higher percentage of female workers in alil

the tribal communities which emphasises the central Dosition of

tribal females 1in their households.

The level of literacy was found to be 40.19 percen: which

was much below than the district averaae of 54.20 (state average

is 49.54). The level of illiteracy was found to be highep in case

of Halam community. (63.11 percent) followed by Tripurj Riang

and Jamatia with 60.25. 59.14. and 54.93 percent . respectively

Among the illiterates female illiteracy was higher ie 57.42 per

cent of the total jlliterate mass. The number of family rembers

havjnq educaticnal status of primary level was hiaghest for
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Tripuri and Jamatia followed nv Riang and Halam with §7.9 and
42.11 percent respectively. There has been considerable decrease
in middle and secondary education in case of familv members of
all the communities. This might be attributed to the fact that

there exists a large scale drop out of students in different

level of higher education.

ECONOMIC STATUS

Though men and women equally share the burden of the family .
the adult female was found to be principal earner in the familvy
in case of all the tribal communities. The main Occunation of the
tribals in West Tripura District is agriculture. the other

occupations include foresty activities and Non  aaricuyit 1
ttural

labour work.

Agricultural activities

The tribal economy in the studv area is bredominant, j aaro

forest based. Agriculture and agricultural labour Was the main
stay irrespective of their community classes. The heavy Dressure
of immigrants on plain lands and transfer of the fertile lands
fram the tribals to non tribal farmers has resulteg to take up
Jhum cultivation in the high hills by the tribal farmers. oyt of

the sixty nine tribal households selected for the study. 17.39

Dercent were engaged purely on ihum cultivation. Almost an) the
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tribals classes were engaged in jhuming practices but with in the
tribal groups Riang communities were having highest percent of
household wunder jhuming practices. Jhum cultivation was regarded

as one of the important cultivation practices by the tribal

community of the region.

The average size of operational holding was worked out to be
1.28 ha for the entire tribal community. The operational size of
holding was worked out to 1.37 ha for Riang. followed by 1.34.
1.18 and 1.11 ha for Tripuri. Halam and Jamatia respectively. The
percentage of area under irrigation was 18.27 percent which
implied that most of the tribal household is dependent on rainfed

agriculture.

Paddy was the main crop in the study area. Other Crops 1ik
(25 o

millets. sesamum. mustard. maize and vegetables were also arown
by the tribal households. The average cropping intensity was only
125.38 percent. The paddy and mixed paddy occupy 75 percsnt of
over

the cropped area. The findings of the study establisheg tha

importance of paddy cultivation followed by the trib

whe lmi
Iming als

°of the region.

There was no much difference in the net income realised by
Tripuri. Jamatia and Halam communities for one hectare of crop
except Riang community whose net income from one hectare of Cron

Was ]owest. It might be due to maximum percentage of landg under

Jhum cultivation by the community.
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Forest activities

The most important forest product is bamboo. on which the
tribal dependence is enormous. Both male and female pooulation of
different communities were engaged 1in forest activities. They
collect minor forest produce. broom sticks. canes. medicinal
bulbs. resins. channa mohua seeds and flowers. etc. from the
forest. The closeness and participation of the entire tribal

community on the surrounding forest is maximum.

VALUE OF ASSETS

Though land 1is a prized Dpossession and owned by al] the
sample households. A considerable prooortion of the land was
under shifting cultivation. no value could be fixed for the land.
The other important assets includes dwelling house. follcwed bv

live stock. agricultural implements and non agricultural assets

Of the total 1live stock owned by the sample households. the

number of poultry was maximum at 48.33 percent followed )y sheeps

i and milch animal. This indicates the depe

and goats. D1gS rdence

of tribal communities on live stock rearing. The maximum -umber
of poultry birds kept by the tribals might be for the purpase of

Performing pujas in different occasions through out the vear.

INCOME

Income includes income from farm and off farm income



Incomes received from agriculture and allied activitjes farm
£9.70 per cent. where as income from non agricultural activities
and forestry contributed 23.04 and 17.26 percent of the total
income respectively. Though forestrv adds considerable prooortion
to the total household employment. the income was not that
significant 1in proportion to their involvement in forestrv
because of the 1low price paid for the forest produce ang
exploitation by the traders. The per capita disposable income was
calculated as Rs 2175.86 per year. The community wise Der capita
disposable income was found to be highest for Tripuri followeq by

Jamatia. Ring and Halam communities respectively.

MAGNITUDE OF POVERTY

About 65 percent of the total tribal families were below
poverty line. Community wise. the magnitude of Doverty was
highest with 71.43 percent families below poverty line in Halam

communities followed by 69.23. 66.67 and 60 percent for Jamatia

Riang and Tripuri communities respectively. Thus the findinas
= o

oresent the extent of absolute poverty incase of tribal

communities as a whole for the West Tripura district The Gini

concentration ratio was calculated to find out extent of

ineguality of 1income distribution among different categories of

households. The Gini Co-efficient was found to be more

tribal
than 0.5 in case of all the tribal communities indicating hiagher
legree of disparities in income distribution within the familijen

of different communities.
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CONSUMPTION

Expenditure on food articles was highest for all the
communities followed by expenditure for beverages. clothing.
education and social functions respectively. Total non food items
accounted only 28.40 percent of the total expenditure. The
expenditure on items 1like intoxicants “and socio-religious

cremonies accounted major chunk of the expenditure under non foond

items.

The dimension of inegualities in consumption expenditure was
marked for mostly non food items in all categories of tribal
communities. The higher Gini concentration ratio confirmed the

inegualities in the level of living within the communities.

The marginal propensity to consume was highest for Tripuri
community followed by Jamatia. Riang and Halam communities. Thusg
the study support the hypothesis that the marginal propensity to

consume in case of tribal households is very high.

SAVINGS

The concept of savings is much difficult to define and more

so to measure 1in (€ase€ of tribal houscholds. The expenditure

exceeded the incomeé in case of all the categories of trihal

households. indicating dissaving 1n all the cases. the dissavina

was highest for Tripuri community followed by Halam.Jamatia and

Riang communities respectively. These dissavings most probably
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are made Dby borrowings from traders and money lenders in the
area Thus the findings supports the hypothesis that there 1s

dissaving among all the tribal communities.

EMPLOYMENT

The main sources of employment. in the sclected area were
engagement exclusively in agriculture. agriculture and non-
agricultural activities. exclusively non agricultural activities.
agriculture non agriculture and forest activities. and
exclusively 1in forest activities. The most dominant sources of
employment as per the number of earners from total earninag
population was exclusively agriculture for all the tribal
communities. But taking number of man days bper worker into
consideration agriculture do not provide cnouagh emplovment
opportunities for all the communities of tribal household in the
study area. The average employment per worker varies from 103.74
to 115.11 mandays. The findings therefore clearly indicates the
inadeguacy of avenues of employment whether on the farm or on
other allied activities within the vregion. This might tre the
cause of growing insurgency in west Tripura district and Tripura

state as a whole.

The Factors Influencing Employment

The regression co-efficient indicated that farm size ard non

farm income were the most important factors contributing increase

in  employment. Regression coefficient for other variable like
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intensity of cropping and Dummy variable education were found
positive but not significant. Thus it can be inferred frem the
regression analysis that factors like farm size. non farm income
have got positive and significant contribution for emplovment
dgeneration in the tribal areas of West Tripura district in
Tripura state. The contribution of Dummy variable educaticn was
found to be limited for Tripuri and Jamatia communities in the
study area while the contribution for intensity of Cronping was

not found significant in any categories of tribal households
CONCLUSIONS AND POLICY IMPLICATIONS

Based on the findings of the study the following conclusisns

emerged for taking appropriate policy measures for IMDroving the

living conditions of the tribals in studyvy area.
1. Development of Land for ‘agricultural Purposes ig
generally very costly in the hilly tracts of West Trioura

district. This has limited the scope for Incérease in ares of

settled agriculture with individual farmers. Moreover the

framework is not generally stronag enouagh foy devel

resource iopinag

any gizeable area for cultivation and opportunity Costs are not
favourable to developmental investment. Therefore increase in
Product jvity from the unit area by watershed management . improved

teChnologv and supply of credit can improve their income from

agriculture in the study area.
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2. High investment in settled agriculture has forced the
tribals to follow the old tradition of jhuming bractices. As the
shifting cultivation has become a way of life. the tribals may be
advised scientifically to increase the productivity from the ihum

land and may be supplied with some seedlings of bDlantation Crons
freely to plant in the ijhums. Shifting cultivation counled with

high rainfall in the region have been responsible for heavy
floods and soil erosion causing enormous losses. This can be
checked by contour cultivation practices which also can bDrovide

employment to the tribals in the area.

3. The transfer of lands from tribals to non tribals is to
be checked forth-with and the transferred land from the tribals
to non tribals may be refunded by legislative measures to orovide

an economic holding size to each farmer.

4. Results of different developmental activities are not
being realised by the tribal beneficiaries because of illiteracy

There fore co-ordinated effort should be made to increase the

literacy levels and level of education in the area. Basijic scheoal

with boarding facilities (Ashram type) and when ever required

mid day meals should be provided to attract tribpa) vouth and

children for formal education.

5 Human resource development and strateay for man nower

Planning is very much important to reduce the arovwing insurgency

In the area. The high unemployment and less Cbportunities far



employment has caused frustration amona the vouth and thev have
indulged 1in subversive activities with out any ideological
inclination. There fore proper training and education with
adeguate employment opportunities can positively reduce the

tension in the region.

6. The vast forest resources which supply considerable
amount of employment and earnings. must be protected for
sustainable use of forest resources. A comprehensive survey of
the forest resources 1is required besides a big afforestation
programme should Dbe launched to stabilise its fragile eccsvystem
and present loss of valuable soils with people's particircatien.
Forest produces should be collected from the tribals »y co-
operatives. which can minimise the expnloitation of tribals

from

the traders and money lenders.

7 The regional economy 1is aqrarian in character with

maijority of Dpopulation depending on agriculture and  allied

activities. Therefore special efforts are needed to dencrate

i i strialization whic ;
the pace for rapid indu h can provige #nough

employment opportunities to the tribals without disturbing their

heritage and culture. Small scale industries based on lacally

available natural resources may be promoted in the area.

8 The social inegualities and discriminat jor were
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ldentified in wvarious areas of social life like income and

Consumption expenditure within and between different tribal

groups. There fore an equitable distribution of income bv

pbroviding employment opportunities either in oprivate. public

sector or by self employvment schemes. at least for one member in

each family can improve the 1living conditions of tribaj

households in the state.

9. The experience of the tribals for maintaininag live stock

opulation may be exploited. They may be provided with impbroveg

breed of bpoultry. goats. sheeps. pigs and milch cattles. which

can be maintained profitably because of availability of vast

grazing land nearby.

10. Last but  not the least. the eémphasis on
horticultural and; plantation Ccrops to produce Sufficient
guantities of fruits. wessential oils. rubber ang veagetables .
which can ultimately create scope for agro-processed industrvy in
the area and 1improve the economic conditions of the tribal

households and can provide effective emplovment BbDOTtUnities ‘
o ~0

them.
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